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Gold declined over 4 pc
this week over stronger
US dollar, high treasury yields
Gold prices dipped 4.63 per cent

during the week, marking the

fourth consecutive weekly decline

amid a stronger dollar....

Harmanpreet to lead

India in 2026 Asian Games as

BCCI names 15-strong squad
The BCCI on Tuesday an-

nounced a Harmanpreet Kaur-led

15-member squad for the upcom-

ing 2026 Asian Games...

PM Modi meets top Secretaries to discuss
next-generation reforms, ease of doing business and living
New Delhi, June 30 : Prime

Minister Narendra Modi

chaired a high-level meeting

with Secretaries of all Central

government ministries and de-

partments at the Seva Teerth on

Tuesday, with a focus on a com-

prehensive discussion on the

reform agenda, as the govern-

ment pushes for next-genera-

tion administrative and economic

reforms. This was one of the first

full-Secretary-level interactions

with the PM in the current fiscal

(FY27), seen as a signal to align

the bureaucracy with key policy

priorities for the second half of

2026. At the meeting also attended

by the Cabinet Secretary and the

two Principal Secretaries to the

PM, P.K. Mishra and Shaktikanta

Das, two main themes were dis-

cussed. The first was "deregula-

tion and other reforms", which aim

to make "doing business easier" and

also make living easier for people.

The second theme was promoting

"Aatmanirbharta" and making India

self-reliant. During the interaction,

the Secretaries briefed the Prime

Minister on the major steps being

taken by their Ministries and De-

partments in line with the two key

themes, and the ongoing efforts to

translate the Prime Minister's vi-

sion into actionable outcomes.

They also acquainted him with

sector-specific challenges while

outlining their future strategies to

enhance governance and service

KTR flays Revanth Reddy

for defaulting on Rythu Bharosa, betraying farmers
Hyderabad, June 30 :  BRS

working president KT Rama

Rao targeted the Revanth

Reddy government for be-

traying farmers and default-

ing nearly Rs 30,000 crore in

Rythu Bharosa payments dur-

ing its 30 months in office.

He questioned Chief Minis-

ter A Revanth Reddy over

holding public meetings to

release Rythu Bharosa funds

while over 70 lakh farmers con-

tinued to await pending assistance.

In a strongly worded statement,

Rama Rao said the government

failed to honour its promise of pro-

viding Rs 15,000 per acre annu-

ally and instead, made limited

payments covering only one or

two acres in several cases.

“Farmers are disgusted over your

public meetings and publicity

stunts. Aren’t you ashamed to hold

such meetings after defaulting Rs

30,000 crore” he said, demanding

the Chief Minister to apologise.

The BRS working president also

accused the Congress government

of failing to implement its prom-

ised Rs 2 lakh farm loan waiver

in full, with only a fraction of the

announced assistance of Rs

50,000 crore extended to farmers.

He stated that repeated delays in

releasing Rythu Bharosa assis-

tance had left farmers

struggling for cultivation

expenses during the ag-

ricultural season.

Rama Rao also criticised

the government over the

reported shortage of urea

and said it had abdicated

its responsibility in crop

procurement by limiting

purchases to quantities

procured by the Centre.

Washington, June 30 : US President Donald Trump

said Iran has agreed not to acquire a nuclear weapon

ahead of fresh negotiations in Doha, expressing con-

fidence that the US was making progress both diplo-

matically and militarily while insisting Tehran would

not be allowed to develop nuclear arms.  Speaking in

the Oval Office before signing a presidential memo-

randum on vehicle repairs, Trump said officials were

already travelling to Qatar for talks scheduled on

Tuesday. "There'll be a meeting on that tomorrow, in

Doha... we'll see how that goes," Trump said.  "The

meeting in Doha is going to be perhaps important,

perhaps not. We're going to find out." The President

struck an optimistic tone about the negotiations, say-

ing the US had gained the upper hand after recent

Hyderabad, June 30  : Chief

Minister A. Revanth Reddy

said the State government has

proposed exploring the possi-

bility of establishing a big

comprehensive Data centre

and AI infrastructure campus

in Telangana.

Bharti Enterprises Chairman

Sunil Bharti Mittal paid a cour-

tesy call on Chief Minister

Revanth Reddy at the

MCRHRD Bodhi Pavilion on

Tuesday. During the meeting ,

the Chief Minister emphasised

the need to focus on the expan-

sion of Airtel's digital, cloud,

cybersecurity, and AI opera-

tions in Hyderabad.

Revanth Reddy also suggested

launching the Chandanvelli

Revanth pushes for

mega AI campus, urges Airtel to fast-track data centre

Iran agrees to

forgo nuclear arms : Trump

military action against Iran's nuclear

programme. "We're winning militarily. It's al-

most won militarily, I would say," Trump said.

He described Washington's objective as straight-

forward. "It's really very simple; it's the denucle-

arization of Iran. We don't want them to have a

nuclear weapon, and they're not going to have a

nuclear weapon, and they've agreed to that, in

all fairness," Trump said.

data center project soon. The

Chief Minister advised Mittal to

nominate a senior executive to

coordinate and work with the

Telangana government on fu-

ture investment opportunities

and resolve the issue expedi-

tiously.

Nitin Nabin urges

BJP cadres in

Telangana to take people’s

issues to streets

Hyderabad, June 30 : BJP na-

tional president Nitin Nabin on

Tuesday called on the party cad-

res in Telangana to gear up to

take people’s issues to the streets

to bring the party to power in the

state in 2028.

Addressing the party’s state ex-

ecutive meeting on the last day

of his three-day visit to

Telangana.

General Dheeraj Seth
assumes charge as the
new Army Chief of India

New Delhi, June 30 : General

Dhiraj Seth assumed charge as the

new Army Chief on Tuesday. He

took over as the country's 31st

Chief of Army Staff (COAS).

Government Strives for
Development of  the Education Sector
District Collector Garima

Agrawal and Choppadandi MLA

Medipally Satyam—who is also

an alumnus of the school—stated

that the government...

“Rather than making 72 trips to Delhi

and holding public meetings repeatedly,

those funds could have been used for

helping more farmers,” he said.

Drawing a comparison with the previ-

ous BRS regime, he said the K

Chandrashekhar Rao government had

directly transferred Rs 73,000 crore.

delivery. In his remarks on the oc-

casion, the Prime Minister im-

pressed on them the need to foster

teamwork to adopt a whole-of-

government approach and break

departmental silos.
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SIR Enumeration Forms Distribution Process

Must Be Completed Within the Stipulated Deadline: Chief Electoral

Officer Sudarshan Reddy

ggggg  Review Meeting Conducted with Collectors of

All Districts Through Video Conference

g g g g g District Collector Divakar T.S. Participated

Khammam, June 29 : Chief

Electoral Officer (CEO)

Sudarshan Reddy directed of-

ficials to complete the distri-

bution of SIR (Special Inten-

sive Revision) Enumeration

Forms within the prescribed

deadline. On Monday, the

CEO conducted a review

meeting through video confer-

ence with Collectors of all dis-

tricts regarding the distribu-

tion of enumeration forms under the SIR process. Dis-

trict Collector Divakar T.S., Additional Collector (Lo-

cal Bodies) Dr. P. Sreeja, and Khammam Municipal

Corporation Commissioner Abhishek Agastya at-

tended the meeting from the Collectorate.

Speaking on the occasion, the Chief Electoral Officer

stressed that the distribution of enumeration forms

should be completed within the stipulated timeframe.

He reviewed district-wise progress in the distribution

of forms completed so far.

He instructed that Booth Level Officers (BLOs) must

visit every household and personally distribute the

forms. He clarified that only BLOs are authorized to distribute

the forms. BLOs were directed to wear their official T-shirts,

caps, carry bags, and identity cards while performing their du-

ties.

The CEO further directed that Help Desks must be established

to address public queries and clarify doubts regarding the SIR

process. He clarified that the authority to use the Enumeration

App rests exclusively with BLOs.

He emphasized the need to create comprehensive public aware-

ness about the SIR process and instructed officials to utilize

media and social media platforms for widespread publicity. He

also directed that completed enumeration forms must be col-

lected back from voters without fail. Election Department DT

Ansari and other officials and staff participated in the video

conference.

Hyderabad, June 30: Goshamahal BJP MLA T

Rajasingh got a huge relief in the 2022 contro-

versial remarks case. The Hyderabad Special

Court of Public Representatives has dismissed

the case registered against him. After carefully

examining the arguments and evidence of both

the parties.

A huge relief for MLA Rajasingh and

court declared him innocent in  Mangalhat Case

Government Strives
for Development of  the Education Sector
Rajanna Sircilla, June 30:

District Collector Garima

Agrawal and Choppadandi

MLA Medipally Satyam—who

is also an alumnus of the

school—stated that the govern-

ment is actively working to-

wards the development of the

education sector. On Tuesday,

they attended as chief guests

and inaugurated new class-

rooms at the PM SHRI Zilla

Parishad High School in

Racharla Boppapur, Yellareddypet

Mandal. The District Collector

and MLA presented certificates of

appreciation to students who ex-

celled in national-level sports

competitions and congratulated

them. Additionally, they honored

the retiring District Educational

Officer (DEO) Jagan Mohan Reddy

and a teacher, commending their

services. Speaking on the occasion,

District Collector Garima Agrawal

noted that many students from this

school had performed exceptionally

well in the 10th-grade examina-

tions. She urged every student to set

a goal and move forward, regard-

less of their background, stating that

following a well-structured plan

would enable them to achieve their

desired objectives. Students were

advised to serve society after estab-

lishing themselves in various jobs,

self-employment, or other sectors.

They were encouraged to plant sap-

lings, raise awareness about clean-

liness in their surroundings, and prevent the wast-

age of water during their student years. District

Collector Garima Agarwal expressed her hope that

every student would rise to high positions. Speak-

ing on the occasion, Choppadandi MLA Medipally

Satyam—an alumnus of the school—recalled how

the institution had instilled confidence in many

and noted that securing admission there used to

be quite difficult.

43 Hyd police personnel retire; grand farewell & benefits distribution held
Hyderabad, June 30: In a heart-

felt ceremony, the Hyderabad

City Police Commissionerate bid

farewell to 43 police officers who

retired on superannuation after ren-

dering decades of dedicated service.

Representing the Hyderabad Police

Commissioner, Tafseer Iqbal, Ad-

ditional Commissioner of Police

(Law & Order), at-

tended the event as

chief guest and felici-

tated the retirees with

shawls and mementos.



Rajanna Sircilla, June 30:

Municipal Chairperson Jindam

Kala Chakrapani stated that 36

items were approved during

the municipal general body

meeting, keeping in mind the

needs of the public and the de-

velopment of the town. The

meeting was held on Tuesday

under the chairpersonship of

Jindam Kala Chakrapani. An

For Town Development...
36 Agenda Items Approved

agenda comprising 43 items was

presented; following discussions

with the governing body mem-

bers, 36 of these items were ap-

proved. Chairperson Jindam Kala

Chakrapani mentioned that the

remaining items were deferred for

a thorough review before being

presented at the next meeting.

Among the approved works, ad-

ministrative sanction was granted
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Vizianagaram, June 30 :  Minister

Kondapalli has ordered the authori-

ties to take steps to return the land

belonging to former Union Minister

and Goa Governor Ashok Gajapathi

Raju to him. He criticized the fact that

the land was occupied and the party

office was built during the previous

YSRCP government.

Stating that Ashok Gajapathi Raju is

a shining example of honesty, the

minister expressed his anger that not

only illegal cases were framed against

him during the previous government,

but also the land belonging to him was

occupied and the YSRCP party office

was built. He questioned whether the

YSRCP leaders were aware of this

fact that only the rulers of the Pusapati

clan have full rights over the proper-

ties.

The minister said that he is instruct-

ing the authorities to examine the de-

tails submitted by Ashok Gajapathi

Raju, including the survey numbers,

as per the records and take appropri-

ate action immediately. He warned

that strict action will be taken against

the officials who showed the most

valuable private land in the heart of

the city as government land.

Minister Kondapalli

orders officials to hand over

Ashok Gajapathiraju’s land

New Delhi, June 30 :  The long-

awaited Kadapa Steel Plant construc-

tion work has been finalized. Nandyal

MP Sabari said that Chief Minister

Nara Chandrababu Naidu will offi-

cially launch the construction work

on July 3. She said that the Kadapa

Steel Plant is a symbol of the self-re-

spect of the people of Rayalaseema

and said that the coalition government

is working as a government that

shows its actions rather than just

words.

She criticized that the YSRCP gov-

ernment has not built even a com-

pound wall in the construction of the

steel plant in the last five years.

Construction of  Kadapa Steel Plant to

begin on 3rd July  CM  Nara Chandrababu

Naidu will officially inaugurate

Municipal Chairperson Jindam Kala

at the Sircilla Municipal General Body Meeting

for 11 projects—including the

construction of drains, culverts,

CC roads, and the laying of RCC

pipes and gravel in various wards

of Sircilla town—with an alloca-

tion of  33.70 lakh from munici-

pal general funds and 15th Fi-

nance Commission funds. Addi-

tionally, administrative sanction

was granted for four projects re-

lated to street lighting, central

lighting, and water supply main-

tenance in Sircilla town, with an

allocation of  20.00 lakh. A reso-

lution was passed granting admin-

istrative sanction and allocating ¹

13.80 lakh for various repair works

and the installation of open gyms

at the town’s new tank. Adminis-

trative sanction was also granted, al-

locating  6.90 lakh for the installa-

tion of new high-mast lights at the

town’s crematorium. Municipal

Commissioner Md. Khadeer Pasha,

Vice-Chairman Darla Sandeep,

ward members, co-opted members,

the municipal engineer, town plan-

ning officers, the municipal as-

sistant engineer, the revenue of-

ficer, the sanitary inspector, and

other municipal staff partici-

pated in the meeting.

Align crop choices with rainfall patterns, Revanth tells farmers
Hyderabad, June 30  : Chief Minister A.

Revanth Reddy encouraged farmers to

adapt their crop choices based on current

agricultural and environmental conditions.

During a meeting held at Shilpakala

Vedika in Hyderabad on Tuesday, where

he released Rythu Bharosa funds to farm-

ers, the Chief Minister noted that scientists

predict a lack of rainfall in Telangana this

season due to

the effects of an

i n t e n s i f y i n g

"Super" El

Niño. "Crops

should be

planted in align-

ment with rain-

fall patterns.
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Ottawa, June 30 : The Canadian Security Intelligence

Service's (CSIS) acknowledgment that Canada-based

Khalistani extremists were responsible for the 1985 Air

India Flight 182 'Kanishka' bombing, which claimed

all 329 lives on board, was far more than a symbolic

admission, a report has stated.

It marked a belated affirmation of India's longstanding

position that the massacre was the outcome of a terror-

ist plot conceived and executed from Canadian soil by

extremists pursuing a violent separatist agenda. More

than four decades after the Air India Flight 182 bomb-

ing, Canada has finally acknowledged a truth India has

consistently maintained since June 23, 1985, a report

in ‘Khalsa Vox' detailed.

Marking the anniversary of the Air India Flight 182

Kanishka bombing this week, the Canadian Security

Intelligence Service (CSIS) explicitly named Canada-

based Khalistani extremists as those responsible for

planting the bomb that killed all 329 people on board,

including 268 Canadian citizens, many of Indian ori-

gin.

"On this National Day of Remembrance for Victims of

Terrorism, CSIS remembers the 329 people on Air In-

dia Flight 182 who lost their lives due to a heinous act

of terror. On June 23, 1985, a bomb planted by Canada-

based Khalistani extremists destroyed the aircraft, kill-

ing everyone on board—most of them Canadians. It

remains the deadliest terrorist attack in Canada's his-

tory and a defining moment for our national security

community," read a statement issued by the CSIS.

According to the Khalsa Vox report, successive Cana-

dian governments permitted the Khalistani extremist

groups to operate with relative impunity under the pre-

text of free speech and multiculturalism.

"Funding flowed, rallies glorified extremists, and in-

telligence lapses — documented in the Major Com-

mission inquiry — enabled the plot. CSIS itself faced

criticism for surveillance failures and evidence mis-

handling. The victims' families waited in vain for full

accountability as perpetrators like Talwinder Singh

Canada's acknowledgment

of Khalistani role in Kanishka bombing

validates India's long-held stand

P
rime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday

highlighted that one in every fifty people in

Seychelles has undergone some training in

India.  “The future of Seychelles will be shaped by

its youth. We are proud that students, profession-

als, officials, and security forces of Seychelles have

trained and studied in India for decades. In fact, it

is said that one in every fifty people in Seychelles

has undergone some training in India. They have

returned home with skills, friendships, and experi-

ences that continue to strengthen our partnership

today,” PM Modi said in his special address at the

National Assembly of Seychelles as part of his state

visit to the archipelagic island. PM Modi said he

was delighted to learn about Seychelles’ IGNITE

initiative to provide internships for the youth, term-

ing it "an excellent framework", and that both coun-

tries can explore new avenues for cooperation in

this sector.

"A key focus area for such cooperation can be in

digital innovation. India's Digital Public Infrastruc-

ture (DPI) has demonstrated how technology can

expand opportunity, improve governance, boost fi-

nancial inclusion, and deliver services for hundreds

of millions of people," he noted.

"We would be happy to share our experiences and

expertise as you pursue your own digital transfor-

mation. I am confident that the young people of

Seychelles will embrace these opportunities with

the same determination that guided the first fifty

years of independence," he added.

According to PM Modi, Seychelles and India both

seek a world where development is more inclu-

sive. "We both seek a world where international

institutions reflect contemporary realities. We be-

lieve that our shared future must be shaped collec-

tively, inclusively, and fairly," he noted.

"This belief guided India's efforts during our G20

Presidency. It was in this spirit that we worked to

place the priorities of the Global South at the cen-

tre of international discussions. And it was in this

spirit that we welcomed the African Union (AU)

as a permanent member of the G20. This is the

spirit that unites the Global South. And this is the

vision that India and Seychelles will continue to

advance together," he highlighted.

PM Modi assured that India will remain a trusted

partner. "As we look ahead, let us continue to build

upon these foundations. India will remain your

trusted partner. We will celebrate your achieve-

ments. We will support your aspirations. And we

will stand beside you as friends."

One in every fifty people in Seychelles

has undergone training in India: PM Modi

New Delhi, June 30 : A practi-

cal business utilisation manual

for the India-UK Comprehen-

sive Economic and Trade

Agreement (CETA) was

launched by Union Minister of

Commerce and Industry Piyush

Goyal in London to help busi-

nesses in both countries

maximise the benefits of the

landmark trade pact before it

comes into force on July 15, it

was announced on Saturday.

The 'UK-India CETA Business

Utilisation Manual – A Practi-

cal Activation Guide for Indian

and UK Businesses' was

launched during an event

organised by FICCI and sup-

ported by the UK India Busi-

ness Council (UKIBC).

Developed jointly by the

UKIBC and HSBC India, the

manual is designed as a practi-

cal, sector-wise guide that

translates the provisions of the

trade agreement into actionable

insights for businesses.

It is intended to serve as a liv-

ing document to help compa-

nies understand and effectively

utilise the opportunities created

by the CETA, according to the

press release.

Piyush Goyal launches

India-UK CETA business manual

ahead of trade pact rollout

Victoria, June 30 :  Prime

Minister Narendra Modi on

Tuesday highlighted the spe-

cial friendship between India

and Seychelles and also the

Aldabra Giant Tortoise's con-

nection with India as he vis-

ited the Giant Tortoise Enclo-

sure at the Seychelles Na-

tional Botanical Garden with

President Patrick Herminie.

“Visited the Giant Tortoise

Enclosure at the Seychelles

National Botanical Garden

with President Dr. Patrick

Herminie. The Aldabra Giant

Tortoise, which is native to

Seychelles, is among the larg-

est and longest-living species

on Earth, with some of them

witnessing over two centuries

In Seychelles, PM Modi highlights
Aldabra Giant Tortoise's India connection

of history,” PM Modi wrote on X.

“The Aldabra Giant Tortoise also

have an association with the spe-

cial friendship between India and

Seychelles. In 2014, two of them

were gifted to the Alipore Zoo in

Kolkata. A few years later,

Seychelles gifted a few more tor-

toises to Hyderabad Zoo,” he

added.

During the visit, PM Modi was

seen enthusiastically feeding

large turtles in the botanical gar-

den, including the 194-year-old

Jonathan, the world’s oldest liv-

ing land animal.

PM Modi, President Herminie

also took part in the Joint Tree

Plantation Ceremony under the

'Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam' initiative

at the Botanical Garden, rein-

forcing the shared vision for en-

vironmental conservation and

sustainable development.

The two leaders planted Coco de

Mer sapling, a unique palm tree

native exclusively to the

Seychelles and internationally

famous for producing the larg-

est seed in the plant kingdom

and the largest and heaviest fruit

on Earth.

“A very special ceremony, high-

lighting a shared commitment to

a greener planet! At the

Seychelles National Botanical

Garden, took part in the Joint

Tree Plantation Ceremony with

President Dr. Patrick Herminie.

We planted the iconic Coco de

Mer, which is unique to

Seychelles. Respected widely in

Seychelles, it is featured on

its coat of arms too. People

here celebrate the Coco de

Mer for producing among the

largest seeds and the heavi-

est fruits,” PM Modi wrote on

X.

“India and Seychelles share a

common resolve to safeguard

biodiversity, promote envi-

ronmental stewardship and

leave behind a greener,

healthier planet for future

generations,” he added.

New Delhi, June 30 : The funeral

of former Pakistan fast bowler

Shoaib Akhtar's elder brother,

Shahid Akhtar, in Islamabad has

come under scrutiny after senior

members of Pakistan-based terror

outfit Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), in-

cluding its deputy chief Saifullah

Kasuri, were seen attending the

last rites.  Shahid Akhtar passed

away on June 24 and was laid to

rest at the H-8 graveyard in

Islamabad. Videos from the fu-

neral, which have since gone vi-

ral on social media, show

Saifullah Kasuri and several other

individuals associated with

Lashkar-e-Taiba present at the fu-

neral prayers. Among those spot-

ted at the ceremony were Inam Ur

Rehman, president of the Pakistan

Markazi Muslim League

(PMML), widely regarded as the

Lashkar terrorist seen attending
funeral of Shoaib Akhtar's brother in Islamabad

political front of Lashkar-e-Taiba.

The PMML was formed by UN-

designated terrorist Hafiz Saeed

after his earlier organisations, in-

cluding Jamaat-ud-Dawa (JuD)

and Milli Muslim League (MML),

faced international and domestic

sanctions. The presence of senior

Lashkar functionaries at a public

funeral has once again drawn at-

tention to the continued visibility

of members of proscribed terror

organisations in Pakistan. Ana-

lysts say the incident underscores

concerns over the operational

space available to banned terror-

ist groups and their influence

within the country's political and

social landscape.

Kasuri, the deputy chief of

Lashkar-e-Taiba, has repeatedly

made inflammatory anti-India

statements and has been associ-

ated with provocative speeches

following the April terror attack

in Pahalgam that claimed lives

of 25 tourists.

Following the attack, India sus-

pended the Indus Waters Treaty

and launched 'Operation

Sindoor', targeting terrorist infra-

structure across Pakistan and

Pakistan-occupied Kashmir. The

operation reportedly destroyed

several terror facilities, includ-

ing Lashkar-e-Taiba's headquar-

ters in Muridke, besides striking

military installations from

Rawalpindi to Sukkur.

The operation significantly dis-

rupted the activities of Lashkar-

e-Taiba and other Pakistan-based

terror groups. However, since

then, Kasuri has continued issu-

ing threats against India.

Bangkok, June 30 : Indian

Navy’s Eastern Fleet Ships,

Udaygiri, Shakti and

Kavaratti on Tuesday arrived

at Sattahip in Thailand to en-

hance interoperability and

strengthen professional coop-

eration.

“Indian Navy's Eastern Fleet

Ships Udaygiri, Shakti and

Kavaratti, led by RAdm Alok

Ananda, FOCEF, arrived at

Sattahip, Thailand,” the In-

dian Navy wrote on X.

“The visit aims to enhance

interoperability, strengthen

professional cooperation and

promote greater understand-

ing with the Royal Thai Navy

through a series of operational

interactions, sporting engage-

Indian Navy ships arrive
in Thailand to enhance interoperability

ments and community outreach

activities,” it added.

According to the Indian Navy,

the port call reflects India's com-

mitment to its Act East policy,

Mutual and Holistic Advance-

ment for Security and Growth

Across Regions

(MAHASAGAR) and reinforces

cooperative maritime security in

the Indo-Pacific.

The visit aims to strengthen

maritime partnerships with

the Association of Southeast

Asian Nations (ASEAN) dur-

ing the ASEAN-India Year of

Maritime Cooperation 2026.

The Eastern Fleet also visited

Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam,

earlier this week.

Parmar evaded justice for years," it mentioned.

"The timing of this admission is telling. It comes

amid heightened scrutiny of Khalistani networks

in Canada, which continue to threaten not just

India-Canada relations but Canada's own secu-

rity," it further stated.

The report cited findings from Canadian intelli-

gence, which have increasingly flagged these

groups as "national security threats" for divert-

ing community funds and exploiting democratic

institutions to further extremist objectives. It

argued that political expediency, particularly

efforts to court diaspora votes, has often out-

weighed decisive action. This "selective toler-

ance" has strained bilateral relations between

India and Canada, hindered extradition ef-

forts, and enabled fringe elements to shape

the narrative around Punjab and Sikh iden-

tity. The report underscored India's consistent

cooperation with Canada on counter-terrorism

through intelligence sharing and efforts to se-

cure justice for its citizens and diaspora vic-

tims.

Highlighting that "denial and deflection"

dominated Canada's response for years, the

report said, "The Kanishka bombing was an

attack on a civilian aircraft carrying mostly

Canadians; it should have unified both nations

against extremism. Instead, denial and deflec-

tion became default responses for too long.

True reconciliation demands more than a press

statement. It requires dismantling support

networks, prosecuting remaining suspects,

freezing assets, and rejecting the glorification

of terrorists in public spaces."
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United Nations, June 30 :

UN Secretary-General Anto-

nio Guterres has called for

harnessing technology to stop

drug cyber-trafficking, work-

ing with police and authorities

to detect and disrupt criminal

networks and the manufacture

of synthetic drugs, and boost-

ing investment in prevention,

harm-reduction and treatment.

On Friday (Local time), in his

message on the International

Day against Drug Abuse and

Illicit Trafficking, observed

annually on June 26, Guterres

Washington, June 30 : Demo-

cratic Senator Raphael Warnock

on Tuesday warned that the US

Supreme Court's voting rights

ruling is a “massive and devas-

tating blow” to democracy and

could harm minority Black vot-

ers.  “What happened this week

is nothing less than a massive and

devastating blow, not only to our

democracy, but particularly to

people of colour in the South,”

Warnock told CBS News in an

interview. The ruling narrows the

application of Section 2 of the

Voting Rights Act, making it

harder to challenge electoral maps

on the grounds of racial discrimi-

nation unless intent can be proven.

Warnock said that standard ig-

nores the historical reality of voter

suppression.

“This question about intent is on

its head, misleading, and it ignores

our history,” he said, adding that

for decades Black Americans were

denied voting rights through meth-

Berlin, June 30 : German

Chancellor Friedrich Merz

said, despite the recent verbal

tensions with US President

Donald Trump, he would not

Senator Warnock slams
Supreme Court ruling as blow to US voting rights

ods that appeared race-neutral on

paper. Warnock linked the decision

to earlier court actions that weak-

ened federal oversight of voting

laws, including the 2013 Shelby

County v. Holder ruling. “Since

then, we’ve seen the racial turnout

gap get wider and wider, not

smaller,” he said, adding that dis-

parities have grown “twice as fast

in the states that used to be under

Section 5”. He warned that the lat-

est ruling would worsen those

trends and embolden states to re-

draw district lines in ways that di-

lute minority voting power.

“We will see a devastating impact

as a result of this,” Warnock said,

calling for renewed efforts to pro-

tect voting rights through legisla-

tion. The senator urged Congress to

restore key provisions of the 1965

Voting Rights Act, including federal

preclearance requirements for

changes to election laws in juris-

dictions with a history of discrimi-

nation.

UN chief calls for harnessing technology to stop drug cyber-trafficking
said illicit drug trafficking is not

a victimless crime, "it inflicts pro-

found harm on people and com-

munities around the world while

fuelling violence, crime and insta-

bility." The UN chief said the pro-

liferation of synthetic drugs and

the growth of online trafficking

networks are compounding the

crisis, while fragile health sys-

tems, persistent treatment gaps

and limited access to support are

undermining efforts to reduce

stigma and address drug use dis-

orders.

Noting this year's theme chal-

lenges the world to forge solutions

grounded in foresight, innovation

and solidarity, he called on the

international community to "re-

commit to the bold, innovative and

evidence-based solutions this

scourge demands." In its

World Drug Report 2026, re-

leased Friday, the UN Office

on Drugs and Crime

(UNODC) said drug traffick-

ers are exploiting technolo-

gies and global instability to

introduce novel drugs, ex-

periment with different trade

routes and methods, and ag-

gressively push into new mar-

kets, reports Xinhua news

agency.

"We have seen an unprec-

edented spike in new types of

drugs on the market.

New Delhi, June 30 : Sec-

retary (South), Ministry of

External Affairs (MEA)

Neena Malhotra met

Suriname's outgoing Am-

bassador to India

Arunkoemar Hardien in

New Delhi on Tuesday and

reviewed the progress in

bilateral ties. Malhotra ex-

tended wishes to Hardien

for his future endeavours.

"Secretary (South) Dr

Neena Malhotra hosted a

farewell lunch for the Am-

bassador of the Republic

of Suriname, Mr

Arunkoemar Hardien, on

completion of his tenure in

India. Secretary (South) re-

viewed the progress in bi-

lateral relations. She wished

him the best of luck for his

future endeavours," Minis-

try of External Affairs

(MEA) spokesperson Rand

hir Jaiswal posted on X.

After being posted in India,

Arunkoemar Hardien had

presented his credentials to

President Droupadi Murmu

at Rashtrapati Bhavan.

MEA Secretary,

Suriname's outgoing envoy

discuss bilateral ties

German Chancellor Merz pledges

continued cooperation after US troop cut plan
give up on cooperation with the

US side.  The Pentagon an-

nounced on Friday that it is plan-

ning to withdraw about 5,000

US troops from Germany.

Big diplomatic victory: Veteran officials

after Marco Rubio backs India's diversification of energy sources
New Delhi, June 30 :  Senior

government officials and lead-

ers on Saturday welcomed the

US Secretary of State Marco

Rubio's backing of New Delhi's

strategy of diversifying its en-

ergy sources, calling it a "big

diplomatic victory".

In an exclusive interview to

IANS, Rubio said that India,

under the leadership of Prime

Minister Narendra Modi, is on

its way to becoming a global

power and increasingly partici-

pating in the decisions being

made on the international

stage. Responding to Rubio's

statement, Chairman of Austra-

lia India Strategic Alliance

Jagvinder Singh Virk said: "This

is a big diplomatic victory. It

shows what India is capable

of. Petrol and diesel prices

across the world have in-

creased by around 50 per

cent.

Seoul, June 30  : South Korea's arms

industry exports may rebound this

year after a slip for a second consecu-

tive year, with its annual target set at

over at least $20 billion, officials said

on Tuesday. The country's annual arms

exports came in at $9.5 billion last

year following the $13.5 billion the

previous year.

South Korea's arms exports

expected to rebound this year

Profiteering landlords

gouge LA fire survivors
Los Angeles, June 30 : Recent wildfires in the

Los Angeles area destroyed over 10,000 struc-

tures, many of them homes. Tens of thousands

have been displaced, and the search for housing

is becoming increasingly brutal. Some landlords

are profiting from the crisis.

"It's a shark tank in LA right now with blood in

the water," said Angeleno resident Andrea M.

"Everybody is vying for the same few places, and

unscrupulous, profiteering landlords are making

money on other people's misery. It's shameful!"

A Beverly Hills rental home previously listed at

14,000 dollars per month jumped by 4,000 dol-

lars overnight, while a home in the wealthy Bel

Air neighbourhood saw its price double to 29,500

dollars. Many landlords see the disaster as an op-

portunity to profit, with some openly defying

California's price-gouging laws.

Seoul, June 30 : Nearly 10 Chi-

nese and Russian military air-

craft briefly entered and left

South Korea's Air Defence Iden-

tification Zone (KADIZ) above

the country's eastern and south-

ern waters, South Korea's mili-

tary said Tuesday.  The Chinese

and Russian military aircraft suc-

cessively entered the KADIZ

earlier in the day before retreat-

ing from the air defence zone,

according to the Joint Chiefs of

Staff (JCS). The aircraft, which

Nearly 10 Chinese, Russian military

aircraft briefly enter South Korea's air defence zone: JCS
reportedly included bombers and

fighter jets, did not violate South

Korea's airspace, the JCS said,

Yonhap news agency reported. The

South Korean military detected the

aircraft before they entered the air

defence zone, and dispatched Air

Force fighter jets to prepare for any

possible contingencies, it added.

The air defence zone is not territo-

rial airspace but is delineated to call

on foreign planes to identify them-

selves so as to prevent accidental

clashes. The brief entry appears to

have occurred during joint air drills

between the two countries, accord-

ing to a JCS official.

Beijing's defence ministry later said

Chinese and Russian forces con-

ducted their 11th joint strategic

aerial patrol, which it claimed was

conducted to show their resolve to

safeguard regional peace and sta-

bility. It marks the latest such inci-

dent after two Chinese military

planes and seven Russian aircraft

briefly entered and left the KADIZ

in December last year.

Sydney, June 30 : Papua

New Guinea (PNG) Prime

Minister James Marape said

here on Tuesday that the

South Pacific nation wanted

to identify with a green

economy, and its characteris-

tics in the next 10 to 20 years

must evolve into an economy

powered by green energy

sources. Marape said at the

fireside chat section of the

PNG Investment Leaders

Summit that PNG's potential

advantage for investors is a

greener economy, Xinhua

News Agency reported.

Papua New Guinea wants to

identify with green economy, says PM Marape
He said that PNG's forests

and oceans present opportu-

nities in terms of carbon foot-

print offset, making the coun-

try a nation with a negative

carbon footprint. He added

that PNG's heavy investment

in the law and justice sector

could further boost investor

confidence.

The PNG Investment Lead-

ers Summit is the flagship

forum of the PNG Investment

Week, which is being held in

Sydney from Dec. 8 to 12.

Hosted by the PNG Chamber

of Resources and Energy.

Islamabad, June 30 : A leading

minority rights group on Tues-

day drew attention to the killing

of a Christian spiritual leader in

Pakistan, who was shot dead

outside his residence in Punjab

province, barely two months

after narrowly surviving a

similar attempt on his life in

Islamabad. The Voice of Paki-

stan Minority (VOPM) men-

tioned that the attack took place

on the morning of December 5,

when Pastor Kamran, along with

his daughter Numeer, was leav-

ing home to drop her off at col-

lege.  As they approached their

car, the right body said, an as-

sailant on a motorcycle am-

bushed them, opening fire at

close range and hitting Kamran

multiple times.

Rights body raises alarm

over killing of another Christian

spiritual leader in Pakistan
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‘Traitors have left, loyals
intact’: Uddhav Thackeray attacks rebel MPs
Washim, June 30 : Launching a

massive state-wide outreach cam-

paign following a heavy political

blow to his party, Shiv Sena

(UBT) chief Uddhav Thackeray

on Tuesday sounded the poll bugle

from the traditional saffron bas-

tion of Yavatmal-Washim in the

Vidarbha region.

Addressing a rally, a combative

Thackeray targeted the rebel law-

makers who recently switched

sides to the Eknath Shinde-led fac-

tion, branding them as "traitors"

(namakharam) and "crooks"

(haramkhor), while asserting that

the party's grassroots cadre re-

mains entirely untouched by the

defections.

Taking a direct swipe at political

adversaries, claiming that his

party is finished, Thackeray dis-

missed the talk as mere "howling

of jackals" (kolhekui).

He thundered that people had said

Uddhav Thackeray did not move

out, so he decided it was time to

hit the ground running and show

the real Shiv Sena and its true

strength.

He added that the ungrateful and

corrupt had left their ranks, but not

a single staunch, hard-core

Shivsainik had moved an inch

from his place.

Expressing deep regret to the elec-

torate for giving tickets to indi-

viduals who later switched alle-

giances, Thackeray explained that

calling them namakharam was not

an insult, but a statement of fact.

He remarked that a person who

forgets the benevolence of his

benefactor and betrays them is a

crook and that from Eknath

Shinde down to these MPs, every-

one was a traitor.

He added that while they were at-

tending parliamentary group

meetings with him, they were si-

multaneously negotiating deals for

'boxes' (bribes) behind his back.

Thackeray fiercely countered the

ruling Mahayuti alliance on the

plank of ideological purity, stat-

ing that the rebellion was a be-

trayal of Hindutva rather than just

a split in the party. He said that

they were genuine, fierce Hindus

with the saffron flag of

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj

firmly in their hands, while the

BJP's Hindutva was absolute hy-

pocrisy (bhondutva). He added

that their Hindutva ensured jobs

for the youth and fair prices for

the farmers. Evoking the Ram

Temple issue, Thackeray alleged

that the current dispensation was

commercialising faith, adding that

when the Babri structure fell,

these leaders fled with their tails

tucked between their legs.

He further stated that bravery and

the BJP were contradictory terms

and reminded the audience that if

Balasaheb Thackeray had not

stepped up during that era, even a

black dog would not have both-

ered to look at the BJP.

The visit comes in the immediate

backdrop of 'Operation Tiger', a

swift political manoeuvre in

which six Lok Sabha MPs broke

away from the Thackeray camp to

join the ruling Shiv Sena faction.

In a tactical response, Thackeray

used his visit to declare Siddharth

Devle as the party's official can-

didate for the Washim (SC) As-

sembly constituency for the up-

coming state assembly elections,

making it the first formal candi-

dacy announcement by the oppo-

sition. He told Devle to look at the

margin of votes he secured last

time and start preparing from that

very moment.

Congress questions Punjab govt’s
decision to implement VB-G RAM G scheme
Chandigarh, June 30 : With

Bhagwant Mann government

notifying the Viksit Bharat --

Guarantee for Rozgar and

Ajeevika Mission (Gramin)

(VB-G RAM G) scheme and

bringing Centre’s rural em-

ployment law into force in

Punjab from July 1, the state

Congress President

Amarinder Singh Raja War-

ring on Saturday raised

pointed questions at

government’s ‘intent’, insinu-

ating at some “deal” with the

BJP-led Centre.   He asked under

what “deal and compromise” with

the BJP, it chose to implement the

Central scheme despite the Punjab

Assembly unanimously opposing

the legislation.

“What is the deal?” Warring

asked.

The PCC President pointed out

that the Punjab government con-

vened a special session of the

Vidhan Sabha on December 30,

2025, and passed a unanimous

resolution rejecting the VB G

RAM G scheme, however, the

state government notified the

implementation of the scheme on

Friday, thus negating its own reso-

lution.

He said the timing of implemen-

tation of the scheme in Punjab “is

as important as it is surprising”.

He asked whether the sudden

implementation of the scheme had

something to do with the ongoing

controversy related to the Chief

Minister?

“Having been cornered both

within and outside his party, is the

Chief Minister trying to buy peace

with the BJP?” he asked.

“Besides this, there appears to

be no reason for the scheme to

be implemented in Punjab

when it was unanimously re-

jected by the Assembly,” he

added.  Warring also asked

AAP national convenor Arvind

Kejriwal to explain whether he

approved of Mann govt’s de-

cision to implement the VB G

RAMG scheme in Punjab.

Shimla, June 30 : In a major re-

lief measure for farmers facing fi-

nancial distress, the Himachal

Pradesh government on Tuesday

announced the launch of the Ag-

riculture Loan Interest Subvention

Scheme with a one-time settle-

ment policy, fulfilling a key bud-

get announcement.

The scheme would assist farmers

whose agricultural land is at risk

of auction due to loan defaults.

Under this farmer-centric initia-

tive, the government would bear

50 per cent of the outstanding in-

terest liability on agricultural

loans up to Rs 3 lakh per farmer.

An estimated 6,356 farmers across

the state are expected to benefit

from the scheme, with a finan-

cial outlay of Rs 50 crore. The

scheme would be implemented

through the Himachal Pradesh

State Cooperative Agriculture

and Rural Development Bank

and the Kangra Cooperative

Agriculture and Rural Develop-

ment Bank.

The branches concerned will

identify and prepare a list of eli-

gible borrowers to avail of the

interest subvention benefit.

Himachal govt starts
Agriculture Loan Interest Subvention Scheme

Chief Minister Sukhvinder

Sukhu said that farmers were

the backbone of the state's

economy, and their welfare re-

mained the government's fore-

most priority. He added that

many farmers have been facing

financial challenges due to ad-

verse circumstances, and the

government therefore decided

to extend this one-time support

to eligible beneficiaries.

The scheme would cover farm-

ers whose agricultural loans

have become overdue and

whose landholdings are under

threat of auction by financial

institutions.

By sharing half of the outstand-

ing interest burden, the govern-

ment aims to facilitate loan

regularisation, ease financial

stress and enable farmers to

continue their agricultural ac-

tivities without fear of losing

their land. The Chief Minister

has directed the departments

concerned and financial insti-

tutions to ensure the expedi-

tious implementation of the

scheme so that deserving farm-

ers receive timely assistance.

Chennai, June 30 : The MDMK

on Tuesday formally announced

its decision to sever ties with the

DMK-led alliance, bringing to an

end a political partnership that

had lasted for nearly nine years.

The decision was taken at a

meeting of the party’s General

Council and high-level commit-

tee held at its headquarters in

Egmore, Chennai. The meeting

was chaired by the party’s audi-

tor, Arjunaraj, and attended by

MDMK general secretary Vaiko

and other senior leaders. Party

sources said the leadership

adopted a resolution withdraw-

ing from the DMK alliance after

deliberating on the party’s future

political course and differences

with its ally. The development

MDMK ends nine year alliance with DMK;
MLA Senthil Selvam likely to join Stalin's party

comes amid reports that Sirkazhi

MLA M. Senthil Selvan, one of

the party’s two legislators elected

on the DMK’s Rising Sun symbol

in the 2026 Tamil Nadu Assem-

bly election, is preparing to join

the DMK. Significantly, Senthil

Selvan was absent from

Saturday’s General Council meet-

ing, fuelling speculation about his

next political move. The MDMK

had contested the Sirkazhi and

Kadayanallur Assembly constitu-

encies on the DMK’s symbol as

part of the alliance arrangement and

won both seats. However, differ-

ences reportedly surfaced after the

election over the party’s political di-

rection and its evolving stand on the

ruling TVK government. Sources

within the party said Senthil Selvan

was opposed to the leadership’s

position on several issues. Accord-

ing to party insiders, Senthil Selvan

has decided not to resign as an

MLA. If he formally joins the

DMK, he is expected to continue

as the legislator from Sirkazhi, as

he was elected on the DMK’s elec-

tion symbol. The General Council

also passed a strongly worded reso-

lution accusing the DMK of at-

tempting to cultivate ties with its

long-time rival, the AIADMK.

Kolkata, June 30 : West Ben-

gal Chief Minister Suvendu

Adhikari claimed on Tuesday

that he had kept the promise to

ensure justice for the family

members of Tamanna Khatun

at Kaliganj in Nadia district of

the state in June last year, by

ensuring the arrest of 12 addi-

tional prime accused abscond-

ing in the case.

Delivered on promise to ensure justice

for minor girl killed in 2025 poll

violence in Bengal's Kaliganj: CM Adhikari

Delhi Speaker calls for
collective environmental conservation
New Delhi, June 30 : Delhi

Legislative Assembly Speaker

Vijender Gupta on Tuesday

called upon citizens to trans-

form environmental conserva-

tion into a collective public

movement. Addressing resi-

dents in his constituency,

Rohini, Gupta urged every

resident to actively participate

in the plantation drive and en-

sure that every sapling planted

is nurtured into a full-grown

tree. Announcing a target of

planting 10,000 trees across

the constituency during the

year, he said that as these sap-

lings grow into flowering and

fruit-bearing trees, they would

remind people that they had

been planted by their own

hands. He was speaking at the

Valedictory Function of Bal

Sanskar Shivir–2026, the

Sampurna Mahila Haat, and the

introduction and review

programme of Dr. Shobha

Vijender's book “Shatayu Sangh

aur Mahila Sehbhagita”,

organised by Sampurna at

Maharana Pratap Community

Centre, Rohini. Earlier this week,

Gupta paid a courtesy call on

Ladakh Lieutenant Governor

Vinai Kumar Saxena during his

study tour to the Union Territory.

The Speaker was accompanied by

members of the Delhi Legislative

Assembly, Surya Prakash Khatri,

Sanjay Goyal and Aahir Deepak

Chaudhary. The meeting provided

an opportunity for a fruitful ex-

change of views on governance,

development, sustainability, and

the environmental challenges fac-

ing the region, according to a

statement issued by the Speaker’s

office. During the interaction, the

Lieutenant Governor briefed

the Speaker on developments

in Ladakh following its emer-

gence as a Union Territory. He

highlighted that the number of

districts in Ladakh has in-

creased from two to seven,

enabling better administrative

outreach and accelerated de-

velopment.

The Lieutenant Governor also

spoke about the significant in-

frastructure initiatives under-

way.
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RCP Singh meets Nitish Kumar after

long gap, fuels speculation over political future
Patna, June 30 : After a long gap, former

Union Minister and ex-JD-U leader RCP

Singh met former Bihar Chief Minister

Nitish Kumar at the latter's official residence

in Patna.

The interaction, which came after a pro-

longed period of political distance between

the two leaders, has revived speculation

about RCP Singh's future political course.

RCP Singh, on Tuesday, shared details of the

meeting on social media, posting a photo-

graph with Nitish Kumar.

In his post, RCP Singh described the inter-

action as cordial and stated that he met his

former leader and held discussions with him.

According to party sources, RCP Singh

waited outside Nitish Kumar's residence

along with his supporters. When Kumar

came out, RCP Singh greeted him respect-

fully. Photographs from the occasion show

the two leaders standing together. Some ac-

counts suggest that Nitish Kumar briefly ac-

knowledged him before interacting with

other party workers and leaders.



New Delhi, June 30 : Gold

prices dipped 4.63 per cent dur-

ing the week, marking the

fourth consecutive weekly de-

cline amid a stronger dollar and

persistent expectations of

higher US interest rates.

On the Multi Commodity Ex-

change (MCX), gold futures

(August) gained 0.75 per cent

on Friday, while silver futures

(July) surged more than 1 per

cent after US inflation data

tempered immediate concerns

about a Federal Reserve rate

hike. Currently, gold futures

stand at Rs 1,44,199 and silver

futures at Rs 2,22,100 per kg.

The price of 10 grams of 24-

carat gold was at Rs 1,39,878

on Thursday down from Rs

1,46,664 seen on Monday mar-

ket opening, according to data

published by the India Bullion

and Jewellers Association

(IBJA).

The rebound towards the end

Mumbai, June 30 : Chemical intermediary manufac-

turer Deepak Nitrite Limited on Tuesday reported a

sharp drop in its earnings for the first quarter of the

financial year ending June 30 (Q1 FY26).

The chemical manufacturer’s net profit fell 44.6 per

cent year-on-year (YoY) to Rs 112 crore, compared to

Rs 202.5 crore in the same period previous fiscal (Q1

FY25), according to its stock exchange filing.

The company’s revenue also declined, slipping 12.8

per cent to Rs 1,889.8 crore from Rs 2,166.8 crore in

the year-ago quarter.

Total expenses for the quarter under review stood at

Rs 1,759.7 crore, compared to Rs 1,910.85 crore in

the year-ago period.

Among the biggest contributors to the company’s ex-

penses were the cost of materials consumed at Rs

1,331.09 crore, other expenses at Rs 119.5 crore, power

and fuel expenses at Rs 113.66 crore, and employee

benefits expenses at Rs 106.45 crore.

Deepak Nitrite's

Q1 profit tanks 45 pc, revenue declines

New Delhi, June 30 : The

‘Made in India’ Jimny 5-door

was unveiled in Japan on Tues-

day, marking the debut of the

second-most exported model

from Maruti Suzuki in FY 2025-

26 in another major market.  The

Jimny 5-door is exclusively

manufactured at Maruti Suzuki’s

manufacturing facility in

Gurugram on the outskirts of

‘Made in India’ Jimny
5-door SUV debuts in Japan

Delhi. It has a strong legacy as a

global off-roader and is exported to

almost 100 countries, according to

a company statement. The introduc-

tion of this 4WD SUV in Japan

marks an important step in Maruti

Suzuki’s export journey as it be-

comes the second SUV after Fronx

to be supplied to the home market

of Suzuki Motor Corporation in FY

2024-25, the company said.

Gold declined over 4 pc this week
over stronger US dollar, high treasury yields

of the week comes after bullion slumped to its lowest

since November 2025, earlier this week. Volatility in

technology stocks and concerns around artificial intel-

ligence prompted some investors to seek safe-haven

assets, supporting yellow metal’s rebound. Elevated

Treasury yields have reduced the appeal of non-yield-

ing assets such as gold and silver. Despite the rebound,

gold has lost roughly 29 per cent from its record high

of $5,594.82 seen on January 29, 2026. COMEX Gold

continues to trade with a corrective bias with prices

currently hovering above $4,000 support area. Im-

mediate resistance is placed at $4,200 to $4,240,

followed by $4,360 to $4,400, analysts said.

Immediate resistance for MCX Gold is placed at Rs

1,46,000 to Rs 1,47,000, followed by Rs 1,49,000

to Rs 1,50,000. On the downside, Rs 1,40,000-Rs

1,39,000 remains the immediate support. Immedi-

ate resistance for MCX Silver is placed at Rs

2,30,000 to Rs 2,32,000, while a break below Rs

2,10,000 level could extend the decline toward Rs

2,00,000 to Rs 1,98,000 The Personal Consumption

Expenditures (PCE) Price Index, the Fed’s preferred

inflation gauge, rose by 0.4 per cent in May, easing

immediate Fed rate-hike concerns. Markets, how-

ever, continue to price in a 64 per cent probability

of a further tightening in September as per the CME

FedWatch Tool.

New Delhi, June 30 : India experienced a tre-

mendous transformation from the 'Fragile Five'

label pinned on it by global analysts in 2013 to

a more self-reliant, global growth engine built

on banking reforms, silicon hardware push and

domestic technology development, a report has

said.  The report from Vietnam Times said the

public capital expenditure blueprint of Rs 12.22

lakh crore transformed the nation from 'a pas-

sive tech consumer into a sovereign architect of

its own future'. The Gross NPA ratio sits at a

multi-decade low of 2.5 per cent, with net NPAs

down to a negligible 0.6 per cent.

Reckless corporate lending pursued for decades

had left public banks holding huge amounts of

stressed credit in 2016, the report said.

It added that the Gross Non-Performing Asset

(NPA) ratio peaked at a terrifying 11.18 per cent

by 2018. In addition, the government injected

Rs 3.10 lakh crore of taxpayer capital straight

into public sector banks between 2015 and 2021.

Along with this, the Insolvency and Bankruptcy

Code (IBC) helped banks to aggressively scrub

their ledgers. The report also lauded production-

linked incentives and digital-sovereignty mea-

sures that strengthened India’s macroeconomic

resilience and technological capabilities.

The government's Rs 1.97 lakh crore Produc-

tion Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme transformed

India into the world’s second-largest mobile

shipper with exports scaling past $28 billion, it

said. "At Dholera, Gujarat, Tata Electronics’

flagship $11 billion mega-fab is rising from the

ground, partnering with global chip veterans.

Public capex, banking reforms

transformed India into global growth engine: Report

Mumbai, June 30 : Capital markets regulator

SEBI has banned Dewan Housing Finance Cor-

poration Ltd's former Chairman and Managing

Director Kapil Wadhawan, ex-director Dheeraj

Wadhawan, and four others from the stock mar-

kets for up to five years and slapped a penalty of

Rs 120 crore on them for diverting funds and

fabricating books.

They have also been barred from holding any

key position in a listed company for up to five

years.

According to the SEBI investigation, the main

culprits involved in the fraudulent scheme were

Kapil Wadhawan and his brother Dheeraj, who

have been fined Rs 27 crore each. Rakesh

Wadhawan, who was Non-Executive Chairman,

and Sarang Wadhawan, a former Non-Executive

Director, were also involved through their roles

on DHFL's board and face penalties of Rs 20.75

crore each.

SEBI bans Wadhawan brothers from market,

slaps Rs 120 crore fine in DHFL fraud case

New Delhi, June 30 : Private

sector lender Kotak Mahindra

Bank on Tuesday said its Man-

aging Director and Chief Execu-

tive Officer, Ashok Vaswani, has

decided not to seek reappoint-

ment after the completion of his

current term on December 31,

prompting the board to initiate

the process of appointing a new

chief executive.  In a regulatory

filing, the bank said Vaswani in-

formed the board that due to per-

sonal reasons, he does not wish

to seek reappointment when his

current term ends.

"The Board has respected his de-

cision and has initiated the pro-

cess for the appointment of a

Kotak Mahindra Bank CEO Vaswani

won't seek reappointment after current term
new Managing Director and

CEO," the bank said. It added that

the succession process would be

completed within the applicable

regulatory timelines and in accor-

dance with the regulatory frame-

work. Vaswani took over as the

Managing Director and CEO of

Kotak Mahindra Bank in January

2024 after receiving approval

from the Reserve Bank of India

(RBI). However, the lender did not

disclose any further details on the

reasons behind his decision or in-

dicate any potential candidates for

the top post. The announcement

comes more than six months be-

fore the completion of Vaswani's

tenure.

Persistent Systems to acquire

German digital engineering firm Nagarro
New Delhi, June 30 : In one

of the largest overseas acqui-

sitions by an Indian IT services

firm, Persistent Systems on

Tuesday announced a volun-

tary public takeover offer to

acquire all outstanding shares

of German digital engineering

firm Nagarro SE at •81 per

share in cash.

The offer is being made

through the IT company's arm

-- Galaxy Germany Holding -- and

follows the signing of a business

combination agreement between

the two companies, the release

from Persistent Systems showed.

Nagarro’s management and super-

visory board support the transac-

tion and intend to recommend ac-

ceptance of the Offer to Nagarro

shareholders, subject to their re-

view of the offer document, it

added.

New Delhi, June 30 : What be-

gan as a simple payment platform

10 years ago now powers daily

digital commerce across India as

UPI transactions increased from

just 2 crore in FY2016-17 to over

24,162 crore in FY 2025-26, an

official fact-sheet said on Tuesday.

UPI transactions surge from 2 crore
in FY17 to over 24,162 crore in FY26

The JAM Trinity — Jan

Dhan, Aadhaar, and mobile

connectivity —

revolutionised financial in-

clusion and welfare delivery

in India. It brought millions

into the formal banking sys-

tem.
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Ujjain, June 30 : Senior Con-

gress leader and former

Madhya Pradesh Chief Min-

ister, Digvijaya Singh, on

Tuesday stepped up the

party’s attack on the Ram

Mandir Trust, alleging irregu-

larities in the handling of do-

nations and land transactions

linked to the temple and de-

manding registration of an

FIR against Trust General

Secretary Champat Rai and

member Anil Mishra.

Addressing a press confer-

ence in Ujjain, Singh stated

that questions had arisen over

the management of donations

received for the temple, in-

Donation row: Digvijaya seeks FIR against

Ram Mandir Trust officials; alleges irregularities in land deals
cluding cash, jewellery, silver

bricks and foreign contributions.

He also alleged irregularities in

land purchases associated with the

Trust and called for an indepen-

dent investigation into the matter.

“The issue involves corruption in

land purchases, the donations

made by devotees, the 200 kg of

silver bricks donated by the Sindhi

community, jewellery donated by

a woman and the fact that no re-

ceipts were issued. Even dona-

tions received from foreign coun-

tries were allegedly not acknowl-

edged with receipts. These allega-

tions must be investigated and the

truth should come before the

people,” Singh said.

Demanding action against the

Trust's office-bearers, the Con-

gress veteran said, "An FIR

should be registered immedi-

ately. Champat Rai and Anil

Mishra should be arrested. The

people who donated in the

name of Lord Ram deserve an-

swers and complete transpar-

ency regarding the utilisation

of their contributions."

Singh also launched a sharp po-

litical attack on the Rashtriya

Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)

and the Vishwa Hindu Parishad

(VHP).

Kolkata, June 30 : The West

Bengal unit of the Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) demanded

that the by-election for the two

Assembly constituencies and

one Lok Sabha constituency in

West Bengal be conducted at

the earliest and simulta-

neously.

The Lok Sabha constituency

where the bypoll is pending is

at Basirhat in the North 24

Parganas district of West Ben-

gal. In the 2024 Lok Sabha

polls, Trinamool Congress’s

Haji Nurul Islam was elected

from Basirhat by a margin of

over 3.70 lakh votes.

However, following his sud-

Bengal BJP wants bypolls for
two Assembly and one Lok Sabha seats at the earliest

den demise on September 25,

2024, the seat remained vacant,

and the bypoll for that Lok Sabha

constituency is yet to be con-

ducted. It is learnt that recently the

state BJP president in West Ben-

gal and the party’s Rajya Sabha

member, Samik Bhattacharya, vis-

ited Basirhat and there he had a

meeting with the party’s Basirhat

organisational district. In the

meeting, party insiders said,

Bhattacharya, too, stressed the

need for a bypoll in Basirhat along

with the bypolls for two Assem-

bly constituencies in the state si-

multaneously and at the earliest.

Bhattacharya also directed the

party’s Basirhat organisational

district to start the

organisational preparation

and selection of candidates.

According to the BJP’s state

spokesman, Debjit Sarkar, it

has been almost two years

since the Basirhat Lok Sabha

is vacant. “It is not desirable

in a democratic system that a

Lok Sabha seat remains with-

out a representative for such

a long time.

New Delhi, June 30 : Delhi Social Welfare Min-

ister Ravindra Indraj Singh on Tuesday adminis-

tered a pledge to youth to stay away from drug

abuse and lead a healthy lifestyle in East Delhi’s

Shahdara area, an official said.

As part of various social, cultural and public

awareness programmes, Ravindra Indraj Singh

attended the “Say Yes to Life, No to Drugs” pledge

programme organised by the Anti-Narcotics Task

Force of Delhi Police in Shahdara district, accord-

ing to an official statement.

The Minister said that such awareness initiatives

serve as a powerful medium for bringing about

positive change in society. Keeping youth away

from substance abuse and inspiring them towards

a healthy, disciplined life and nation-building is a

shared responsibility, he said.

He, along with local MLAs and a large number

of social workers, also flagged off the “Anuvrat

Marathon 2026 – Run for Unity, Say No to

Drugs” to encourage youth to adopt a drug-free

lifestyle.

Ravindra Indraj Singh also attended the inau-

guration ceremony of Shri Baba Tekan Gate,

Delhi Minister Ravindra Indraj Singh
administers anti-drugs pledge in Shahdara

constructed on the Chandpur

Mod–Majra Dabas route in

North-West Delhi.

The inauguration was carried

out by Member of Parliament

Yogendra Chandolia in the pres-

ence of public representatives

and distinguished citizens.

The Delhi Social Welfare Min-

ister also participated in the Jun-

ior Under-20 Fourth Grand Prize

Wrestling Competition and a

community feast organised in

village Mungeshpur, where he

encouraged young athletes.

He said that sports instil disci-

pline, energy and a positive di-

rection in youth, and play a vi-

tal role in building a healthy so-

ciety, the statement said.

On the occasion, Ravindra

Indraj Singh said that for holis-

tic societal development, con-

tinuous efforts are required in

education, sports,  social

awareness and cultural unity.

Building a drug-free and em-

powered society remains the

core objective of these ef-

forts, he added.

Later, the Minister attended

a Holi Milan celebration and

extended his greetings to citi-

zens, emphasising that the

festival symbolises social

harmony, brotherhood and

mutual goodwill.

A large number of local resi-

dents, MLAs, social workers

and other dignitaries were

present at the events, the

statement added.

Chandigarh, June 30 :

Haryana Chief Minister Nayab

Singh Saini on Tuesday called

upon the Other Backward

Classes (OBCs) in Punjab to

unite, saying their collective

strength could ensure that the

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

forms the next government in

the state. He said the BJP

“works with everyone and

'Your strength can help BJP form

govt in Punjab', Haryana CM Saini appeals to OBCs
gives equal representation to all sections

of society”.  Addressing an OBC commu-

nity gathering in Ropar, Punjab, CM Saini

raised questions over the holding of the

special session of the Punjab Assembly on

International Labour Day. He said it made

a mockery of workers and reflected an anti-

poor mindset. The Chief Minister said that

the people of Punjab, who had given a

strong mandate to the Aam Aadmi Party

(AAP).

Vadodara, June 30 : The Gujarat govern-

ment will bring together representatives from

10 districts, four partner countries and sev-

eral international business organisations in

Vadodara next week as it hosts the Central

Gujarat edition of the Vibrant Gujarat Re-

gional Conference (VGRC), aimed at promot-

ing regional investment and industrial devel-

opment.  The VGRC will be held at GSFC

University in Vadodara on June 29 and 30,

bringing together government leaders, foreign

delegations, industry bodies and investors as

part of the state government's regional invest-

ment outreach. According to officials, the

two-day conference has been organised to

Vibrant Gujarat Regional Conference to

showcase investment potential of 10 districts

advance balanced and inclusive devel-

opment across the state by highlighting

regional investment opportunities and

strengthening global partnerships. Chief

Minister Bhupendra Patel, Deputy Chief

Minister Harsh Sanghavi and other se-

nior ministers are scheduled to attend the

event. Proceedings will begin on June 29

with the inauguration of the Vibrant

Gujarat Regional Exhibition (VGRE) at

10:30 a.m., followed by the inaugural

session at 11:15 a.m.

Gurugram: Three planning robbery arrested along with illegal weapons
Gurugram, June 30 : A crime

branch team of the Gurugram

Police have arrested three

criminals for allegedly robbing

people at gunpoint, police said.

The arrested accused have

been identified as Shahid alias

Chanda, Irfan a resident of Nuh

and Mohammad Parvez of

Kishanganj in Bihar.

According to the police, on

Tuesday, a cybercrime team,

Sohna of the Gurugram police,

received information through

its reliable sources regarding

an attempt by three youths to rob

passers-by at gunpoint on Old

Sohna Alwar Road, Gurugram,

under the railway bridge.

The police team acted promptly on

the information and formed a spe-

cial police team and raided the

place mentioned in the informa-

tion, where three youths were ar-

rested with weapons.

The police team recovered 01 pis-

tol, 01 live cartridge, 01 stick, 02

bikes and 01 torches from the pos-

session of the accused. After the

above accused committed the

above criminal act, the police team

registered a case against them un-

der the relevant sections in Police

Station City Sohna, Gurugram and

arrested the accused as per the

rules.

During police interrogation, it was

found that bikes were recovered

from the possession of the ac-

cused, 01 bikes were stolen by ac-

cused Mohammad Parvez from

the Sohna area and 01 bikes were

stolen by accused Mohammad

Parvez and Irfan together from the

Sohna area. Accused Shahid has

also revealed that he has committed one

theft incident in Madhya Pradesh and one

theft incident in Gurugram. From the ob-

servation of the criminal records of the

accused, it was found that one case in

relation to theft is registered against ac-

cused Shahid in Nuh and one case under

Arms Act is registered in Gurugram.

Huge cache of
explosives seized in
Mizoram, one held
Aizawl, June 30 : Assam Rifles and Mizoram

Police in a joint operation recovered a number

of explosive materials in Mizoram’s Aizawl

district, an official said on Tuesday.

A Defence spokesperson said that acting on

specific intelligence information about the

movement of explosives in Durtlang Leitan ar-

eas of Aizawl district, Assam Rifles and

Mizoram Police established a mobile vehicle

check post on Durtlang to Kawnpui road on

Saturday night. The alert security team stopped

a vehicle and on thorough search recovered

7,000 different coloured electric detonators. Thiruvananthapuram, June 30: The CPI-M's long-

held claim that it pursued a policy of reducing liquor

consumption through regulation rather than prohibi-

tion has come under renewed scrutiny, with official

documents and administrative decisions from the pre-

vious LDF-led Kerala government painting a sharply

different picture of its decade in power in the state.

Fresh disclosures relating to the grant of bar licenses

and the entry of multinational liquor giant Bacardi

into Kerala's low-alcohol beverage market have once

again brought the previous decade-long Pinarayi

Vijayan government's liquor policy under the spot-

light. Together, they have revived allegations that the

Left's public stance on liquor often stood in contrast

to the decisions it took while in office.

The latest controversy centres on two key decisions.

The first is the grant of 22 new bar licenses during

the 72 days immediately preceding the recent Assem-

bly elections (April 9) with approvals continuing un-

til the eve of the Model Code of Conduct. The sec-

ond relates to policy changes that allegedly opened

Kerala's market to Bacardi's ready-to-drink low-al-

cohol products.

Kerala: Previous LDF govt's liquor policy

faces renewed scrutiny

as documents expose contradictions
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Leh, June 30 :Chief of Army

Staff General Upendra Dwivedi

on Tuesday visited the headquar-

ters of the Leh-based Fire and

Fury Corps and reviewed the op-

erational preparedness in the

Ladakh region. The Additional

Director General of Public Infor-

mation (ADG PI) of the Army

said on X today: "General

Upendra Dwivedi, COAS, vis-

ited HQ Fire and Fury Corps and

reviewed its operational pre-

paredness, combat readiness and

capability development in

Ladakh." "The COAS was

briefed on the prevailing secu-

rity situation, operational pre-

paredness, infrastructure devel-

Aden, June 30 : UN Special En-

voy to Yemen Hans Grundberg

met with Houthi negotiating del-

egation head Mohammed

Abdulsalam in Muscat, Oman, to

address the ongoing detention of

UN personnel in Sanaa.

Grundberg on Tuesday con-

demned the "arbitrary detention"

of additional UN staff, along

with those detained since 2021,

2023, and 2024 respectively, ac-

cording to a statement released

by the UN envoy's office on so-

cial media platform X.

He called for the immediate re-

lease of all detained UN staff,

NGO personnel, civil society

members, and diplomats,

emphasising the UN's commit-

ment to a peaceful resolution in

Yemen, Xinhua news agency re-

ported.

UN envoy demands

immediate release of

detained UN staff in Yemen
COAS General Upendra Dwivedi
reviews operational preparedness in Ladakh

opment and ongoing initiatives to

enhance surveillance, mobility

and integrated operational capa-

bilities." "During the visit, the

COAS commended all ranks of

the Corps for their exceptional

professionalism, unwavering

dedication and steadfast commit-

ment while operating in one of the

world's most challenging terrains.

He exhorted them to remain mis-

sion-focused, operationally agile

and ever prepared to meet emerg-

ing security challenges."

The XIV Corps, or the Fire and

Fury Corps, is a corps of the In-

dian Army. It is part of the Army's

Udhampur-based Northern Com-

mand. The 14th Corps is deployed

in the Kargil-Leh area, guarding

the frontiers with China and Pa-

kistan. It also guards the Siachen

Glacier.

The 3rd Division was established

in 1962 during the Sino-Indian

War from elements of HQ

Nagaland and remained an East-

ern Command reserve, even

though it almost always served

on counter-insurgency (CI) duty.

After nearly 30 years in the East,

the division left the area about

two decades ago for Ladakh and

has never returned. While on CI

duty, the division was pulled out

and sent to fight suspected Paki-

stani infiltrators in the Matayan-

Dras sectors.

Srinagar, June 30 : Former Jammu and Kashmir 'Sadr-e-

Riyasat' (Head of State) and Governor Karan Singh said

on Tuesday that Kashmir's centuries-old tradition of co-

existence, rooted in Kashmiriyat, Sufism and shared cul-

tural values, must be preserved through sustained inter-

faith dialogue, while stressing that humanity should al-

ways take precedence over religious differences.

Addressing the gathering during the Interfaith Dialogue

on "Urdu, Kashmiriyat and Shared Cultural Traditions" at

Sher-i-Kashmir International Conference Centre in Srinagar,

Karan Singh, congratulated the organisers for bringing to-

gether the themes of interfaith dialogue, Urdu, Kashmiriyat

and shared cultural traditions under one platform, describ-

ing them as subjects that could individually be discussed for

days. Speaking on the importance of interfaith dialogue,

Singh recalled the historic Parliament of the World's Reli-

gions held in Chicago in 1893, where Swami Vivekananda

presented India's message of universal acceptance before the

world. He said that interfaith dialogue is not about proving

one religion superior to another, but about understanding

each other's beliefs and recognising that all faiths ulti-

mately lead towards the same truth.

'Kashmiriyat' is soul of coexistence & humanity

must rise above religious considerations: Karan Singh

Bhopal, June 30 : Union

Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia

on Tuesday said environmen-

tal conservation must become

a people's movement, assert-

ing that a developed India can

only be built by striking a bal-

ance between economic

growth and the protection of

natural resources.

Addressing a gathering after

launching the 'Jal Ganga

Sanvardhan Abhiyan – Jan

Sanrakshan Ka Jan Andolan'

at the origin of the Kuno River

Public participation crucial for
environmental protection, developed India: Jyotiraditya Scindia

in Madhya Pradesh's Guna dis-

trict, Scindia said public partici-

pation was the key to conserving

water, forests and land.

“Environmental protection is not

merely a campaign but our respon-

sibility towards future genera-

tions. Conservation of water, for-

ests and land is possible only

through public participation, and

every citizen must play an active

role by planting trees and protect-

ing water sources,” the Union

Minister said. The launch of the

campaign coincided with a plan-

tation drive under Prime Minister

Narendra Modi's 'Ek Ped Maa Ke

Naam' initiative, during which

Scindia planted 700 saplings at

Kanja village. The campaign

seeks to encourage community

participation in water conserva-

tion while expanding green cover

in the region.

Referring to the Centre's environ-

mental initiatives, Scindia said the

plantation campaign launched by

the Prime Minister had evolved

into a nationwide movement that

symbolises a commitment to na-

Tehran, June 30 : Ali Larijani, Secretary of Iran's

Supreme National Security Council, on Tuesday

dismissed reports that Tehran is seeking dialogue

with the United States as tensions continue to es-

calate in the Middle East.

Taking to X, Larijani made his position clear, stat-

ing, "We will not negotiate with the United States."

This remark comes after a report from The Wall

Street Journal said that Larijani was seeking a re-

sumption of diplomatic engagement with the US

through intermediaries from Oman.

On Sunday, Iran's Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi

condemned the US strikes that killed Supreme

Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, calling them un-

lawful aggression and signalling that Tehran will

respond without compromise.

Speaking to ABC News, Araghchi rejected

Washington's justification outright.

"What the United States is doing is an act of ag-

gression. What we are doing is the act of self-de-

fence," he said.

Will not negotiate

with US: Top Iranian secretary official

Washington, June 30 : US

Transportation Secretary

Sean Duffy on Tuesday de-

fended President Donald

Trump's handling of the Iran

conflict, even as surging fuel

prices strain American house-

holds and deepen economic

concerns.

In an interview to ABC News,

Duffy acknowledged rising

energy costs but expressed

confidence that prices would

fall once supply routes

stabilise.

"Once the Strait opens, you'll

see prices come down, come

down immediately," Duffy

said, referring to the Strait of

Hormuz, a critical global oil

transit chokepoint disrupted

by the ongoing conflict.

He cautioned, however, that

recovery would not be instan-

taneous.

US Transportation

Secy defends Trump

as gas prices surge

Amsterdam, June 30 : The Free Balochistan Movement

(FBM) -- a political organisation advocating for the inde-

pendence of Balochistan -- staged a protest in the Nether-

lands' capital, Amsterdam, drawing attention to decades of

brutality against Baloch civilians by Pakistani forces, while

calling for justice.  The demonstration, held at Dam Square

in Amsterdam to mark the United Nations' International Day

in Support of Victims of Torture on Tuesday.

Netherlands: Activists protest human rights

abuses by Pakistani forces in Balochistan

New Delhi, June 30 : Union Minister of State

for Agriculture and Farmers' Welfare, Bhagirath

Choudhary, on Tuesday defended himself

against allegations that he received a subsidy of

Rs 99.03 lakh for his cucumber farming project

under a government scheme administered by the

ministry in which he serves.  He maintained that

the entire process was carried out in accordance

with the prescribed guidelines and asserted that

he was ready to present all relevant documents

whenever required. The controversy follows an

investigation by The Indian Express, which re-

ported that Choudhary received the subsidy of

Rs 99 lakh around three months ago under a

scheme of the Union Ministry of Agriculture and

Farmers’ Welfare. The report stated that the

project was approved by the National Horticul-

ture Board (NHB), where Choudhary serves as

the ex-officio Vice-President. Speaking to IANS,

Choudhary said, "It is true. I am a farmer, and I

am engaged in agricultural work. I have devel-

oped a polyhouse project and constructed four

farm ponds with a capacity of around two crore

litres to store rainwater. This water is used for

irrigation and for my crops."

Hiding nothing, ready to present all

documents: MoS Bhagirath Choudhary on subsidy row

Bihar: Neeraj Kumar targets

RCP Singh after meeting Nitish Kumar
Patna, June 30 : The recent meeting between former

Union Minister and former Janata Dal (United) presi-

dent RCP Singh and Bihar's former Chief Minister

Nitish Kumar has triggered intense political specula-

tion in Bihar. While the meeting itself fuelled discus-

sions about a possible political reconciliation, the Janata

Dal (United) leadership has responded with sharp criti-

cism of RCP Singh. JD-U spokesperson Neeraj Kumar

launched a strong attack on RCP Singh, remarking that

after "wandering from place to place", he had finally

returned to the political doorstep that had originally

shaped his career. According to Neeraj Kumar, RCP

Singh appeared to be seeking forgiveness from Nitish

Kumar. He said that RCP Singh had made mistakes,

changed political camps repeatedly, and ultimately

realised that his political future remained linked to the

leadership of Nitish Kumar. However, he emphasised

that any decision regarding RCP Singh's return to the

party would be taken solely by the JD-U leadership.

Neeraj Kumar also downplayed the meeting's political

significance. He noted that Nitish Kumar regularly

meets members of the public and party workers during

his morning interactions.
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ture and future generations. He urged

people to ensure the survival of planted

saplings, saying conservation efforts

would succeed only if citizens remained

actively involved beyond symbolic plan-

tation drives.



Sri Lankan Minister expresses gratitude

to India as INS Gharial carrying assistance reaches Trincomalee
Colombo, June 30 : Amid

India's relentless relief and

rescue efforts under the on-

going Operation Sagar

Bandhu, Indian Naval Ship

(INS) Gharial carrying 700

tonnes of food items, essen-

tials and clothing from Tamil

Nadu has reached Sri Lanka's

Trincomalee. Sri Lanka's

Deputy Foreign Minister

Arun Hemachandra received

the consignment and ex-

pressed appreciation for

India's swift assistance.

Hemachandra expressed gratitude

to India for providing assistance

to Sri Lanka, including technical

support and essentials. While

speaking to reporters, Arun

Hemachandra said, "I would like

to express my sincere gratitude to

the people and the government of

India, especially under the guid-

ance of the Prime Minister Shri

Narendra Modi. The operation

Sagar Bandhu is taking place at a

full phase and we are very happy

about the contributions that we get

to Sri Lanka. Thanks a lot for all

the essentials, all the technical

support, all the immediate assis-

tance that we are getting from the

Indian military, Indian government

as well as the Indian people."

"Operation Sagar Bandhu ensures

essential supplies reach affected

communities. 700 tonnes of food

items, essentials and clothing from

Tamil Nadu reached Trincomalee

aboard INS Gharial of the Indian

Navy, bolstering supplies in Cy-

clone Ditwah-affected areas. The

consignment was formally re-

ceived by Deputy Foreign Minis-

ter Hon. Arun Hemachandra,

who appreciated India’s swift

and sustained assistance," In-

dian High Commission in Sri

Lanka posted on X. India

launched 'Operation Sagar

Bandhu' on November 28 to

provide urgent search and res-

cue and Humanitarian Assis-

tance and Disaster Relief

(HADR) support to Sri Lanka

in the wake of Cyclone Ditwah.

Washington, June 30 : South

Korea's top envoy to the

United States has said that the

sacrifices of Korean War vet-

erans laid the foundation for

the bilateral alliance, stressing

that strong security coopera-

tion is "essential" amid grow-

ing North Korean threats and

other challenges.

Ambassador Kang Kyung-wha

made the remarks on Friday

(local time) during an event

commemorating the 76th an-

niversary of the outbreak of the

1950-53 war at the Korean

War Veterans Memorial in

Washington, underscoring that

South Korea will never forget

the veterans' sacrifices and will

be "eternally" grateful to them.

"Your courage defended free-

dom. Your service secured

peace, and your sacrifice laid

the foundation for the Korea-

Seoul envoy says Korean War veterans'

sacrifices remain foundation of South Korea-US alliance
US alliance, which continues

to safeguard our shared fu-

ture," she said at the event

attended by some 70 people,

including war veterans and

representatives from the

countries that participated in

the war.

Noting South Korea's rise

from the ashes of the war

into a trusted US ally, a

leader in high-tech and stra-

tegic industries and a cul-

tural powerhouse, Kang at-

tributed it to the veterans

who fought alongside South

Korean troops under the UN

banner during the war, re-

ports Yonhap news agency.

"Korean companies are in-

vesting in communities

across the US, creating jobs

for American families and

strengthening the economic

ties between our peoples.

Ahmedabad, June 30 :

Acting on specific intelli-

gence inputs from the Di-

rectorate of Revenue Intel-

ligence (DRI) and CID

(Crime), Gujarat, DRI of-

ficers in Ahmedabad dis-

mantled an organised wild-

life trafficking network in

the Rajsamand district of

Rajasthan.

The operation led to the

seizure of two leopard skins

and 18 leopard claws, with

five individuals involved in

the illicit trade arrested.

The confiscated items have

been handed over to the

Rajasthan Forest Depart-

ment for further investiga-

tion under the Wildlife Pro-

tection Act (WPA), 1972.

Gujarat CID aidsGujarat CID aidsGujarat CID aidsGujarat CID aidsGujarat CID aids
DRI in seizing leopardDRI in seizing leopardDRI in seizing leopardDRI in seizing leopardDRI in seizing leopard
skins, clawsskins, clawsskins, clawsskins, clawsskins, claws

Removing 'Indo' from Pacific

Command undermines US strategic vision in IOR: Report

Bhubaneswar, June 30 :

An unidentified miscreant

has reportedly decamped

with ornaments and cash to

the tune of over Rs 50 lakhs

from the house of former

Odisha Pradesh Congress

Committee (OPCC)

Niranjan Patnaik in

Bhubaneswar during the in-

tervening night.

Police have initiated a probe

into the case after register-

ing a case on the basis of a

complaint lodged by

Patnaik’s son Devajyoti.

“A miscreant committed

theft in the residence of ex-

president OPCC and former

minister Niranjan Patnaik in

Nayapalli police station area

of the city yesterday night.

None was present at the

house when the incident

took place. Upon being in-

formed, our police team

reached the spot and started

an investigation.

Odisha: Miscreant decampsOdisha: Miscreant decampsOdisha: Miscreant decampsOdisha: Miscreant decampsOdisha: Miscreant decamps
with valuables & cash from seniorwith valuables & cash from seniorwith valuables & cash from seniorwith valuables & cash from seniorwith valuables & cash from senior
Congress leader’s residenceCongress leader’s residenceCongress leader’s residenceCongress leader’s residenceCongress leader’s residence

Baloch activist Mahrang Baloch
again nominated for Nobel Peace Prize
Quetta, June 30 : Human

rights body Baloch Yakjehti

Committee (BYC) has an-

nounced that its central

leader, Mahrang Baloch, has

been nominated for the cov-

eted Nobel Peace Prize for

the second time.

The announcement made on

late Friday came just days

after a Pakistani Anti-Terror-

ism Court sentenced four ac-

tivists, including Mahrang

Baloch, to life imprisonment

in connection with a case re-

lating to the killing of a Fron-

tier Corps official -- a verdict

that sparked widespread glo-

bal condemnation.

"This nomination took place

in January 2026; however,

under organisational policy,

it was not brought into the

public eye at that time. Bring-

ing this fact to light today is

essential because the indi-

vidual whom the Pakistani

state has attempted to punish

through false and baseless

charges of terrorism is the

same individual now being

recognised globally as a sym-

bol of the struggle for peace,

justice, and human rights,"

read a statement issued by the

BYC. "Mahrang Baloch's second

nomination for the Nobel Peace

Prize is clear proof that the

organisation's struggle is entirely

peaceful, democratic, and based

on principles of human rights,

while the actions taken by the state

against the organisation's leaders

reflect political revenge and coer-

cion," it added.

The BYC alleged that several

Baloch leaders are currently fac-

ing "fabricated FIRs, baseless ac-

cusations, and faceless trials"

through "non-transparent judicial

processes" aimed at silencing the

voices speaking out against ongo-

ing human rights violations in

Balochistan by Pakistani forces,

including enforced disappear-

ances, extrajudicial killings,

and military operations.

"Following the arrests of

Mahrang Baloch and other

leaders of the organisation,

there has been a further inten-

sification of enforced disap-

pearances, extrajudicial kill-

ings, and military operations

in Balochistan, the effects of

which the Baloch people are

feeling daily in their lives,"

the rights body noted.

The BYC called on the inter-

national community, human

rights organisations, and

democratic forces to raise ef-

fective voices against the

grave situation unfolding in

Balochistan and to play their

role in protecting the funda-

mental rights of Baloch lead-

ers, including Mahrang

Baloch.

Stressing that the second-

time nomination of Mahrang

Baloch for the Nobel Peace

Prize carries profound sig-

nificance, the Baloch Voice

for Justice (BVJ) said, "As

the Pakistani state pursues

her through politically driven

prosecutions and imposes a

life imprisonment sentence.

PoK burns: Pakistan’s crackdown

exposes selective silence of global rights groups
New Delhi, June 30 : Paki-

stan-occupied-Kashmir (PoK)

is burning and neither are the

protesters or the establishment

showing any signs of backing

down. The directive from the

top man in Pakistan, Field

Marshal Asim Munir is clear

and that is to put down the pro-

tests using brute force. How-

ever, Pakistan’s crackdown

has exposed the selective si-

lence of global rights groups.

In recent days, horrific stories

are emerging from PoK. 1,500

people have been arrested us-

ing anti-terror laws. Women

and children have been fired

upon by the Pakistani security

forces, while the bodies of the

men killed by the security

forces are not being returned

to the family members.

Officials say that the atrocities

continue with each passing

day. The international commu-

nity and global human rights

advocacy groups who usually

are very vocal about issues re-

lating to Jammu and Kashmir

are surprisingly quiet when

it comes to PoK. The official

said what is taking place in

PoK is brutal abuse of hu-

man rights. The same groups

had spoken out loudly when

it came to the abrogation of

Article 370 and the crack-

down on terrorists in Jammu

and Kashmir.

Despite the Joint Awami Ac-

tion Committee (JAAC)

pleading with the interna-

tional community and hu-

man rights advocacy groups,

there is pin drop silence, the

official added.

Another official said that the

silence clearly signals how a

network of digital platforms.

Ulaanbaatar/New Delhi, June

30 : India's growing engagement

with East Asia across several ar-

eas, including technology, trade,

supply chain resilience, and soft

power, offers fresh opportunities

for Mongolia's landlocked

economy. The two countries'

shared non-bloc approach comple-

ments their respective economic

and growth strategies, a report has

stated.  External Affairs Minister

(EAM) S Jaishankar recently con-

cluded his East Asia tour, which

included a visit to Mongolia, un-

derscoring the growing strategic

partnership between the two coun-

tries. The visit highlighted ex-

panding economic engagement

India’s East Asia push

opens new opportunities for Mongolia: Report
and a shared political commit-

ment to deepen cooperation, re-

inforcing connectivity between

Eurasia and the Indo-Pacific,

according to a report in interna-

tional online magazine ‘The Dip-

lomat.' EAM’s June 22-23 offi-

cial visit to Mongolia was part

of the 10-year strategic roadmap

built in 2025 during Mongolian

President Khurelsukh Ukhnaa’s

State Visit to New Delhi.
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Washington, June 30 : The notion that Washington

can shape Asia's future security architecture without

placing India at the center of its strategic calculations is

increasingly at odds with geopolitical realities, as ge-

ography alone makes such an approach untenable, a

report has stated.

The Indian Ocean is a vital artery for global trade, en-

ergy supplies, and maritime commerce, while key

chokepoints — from the Strait of Hormuz and Bab el-

Mandeb to the Strait of Malacca — lie within India's

broader strategic landscape. Any durable maritime se-

curity framework will inevitably require India's active

participation, according to a report in the American

magazine ‘The National Interest.'

“The decision of the United States to restore the US

Indo-Pacific Command to its former designation as the

‘US Pacific Command’ may appear, at first glance, to

be little more than bureaucratic housekeeping. Govern-

ments rename institutions all the time. Acronyms

change. Organisational charts evolve. Yet in interna-

tional politics, symbols often reveal deeper strategic

thinking. Names are not merely administrative labels;

they are declarations of priority, geography, and pur-

pose. That is why removing the ‘Indo’ from America’s

most important regional military command matters,” the

report detailed.

“The significance of this decision extends far beyond

semantics. It raises fundamental questions about how

the United States views the emerging balance of power

in Asia, the future of its relationship with India, and the

role that partnerships will play in sustaining a stable

international order. More importantly, it signals a pos-

sible retreat from one of the most successful strategic

concepts Washington has developed in recent decades:

the Indo-Pacific,” it added.

Emphasising that the issue carries profound

strategic significance, the report said that the

inclusion of "Indo" in the Indo-Pacific concept

was never a mere geographic label but reflected

Washington's recognition that India had become

indispensable to Asia's evolving security archi-

tecture. It recognised that the Indian and Pa-

cific Oceans had evolved into a single inter-

connected strategic theatre, with India playing

a pivotal role in maintaining the regional bal-

ance. "To remove the 'Indo' today is to risk send-

ing a message that India’s role in American

strategy is somehow secondary or optional.

That would be a profound strategic mistake,”

the report noted. It further argued that the de-

bate over removing "Indo" goes far beyond ter-

minology, raising questions about whether the

United States still has the long-term strategic

vision to navigate a rapidly changing world

order. Stressing that Asia's future will not be

determined solely in the Pacific, the report said

it will be shaped equally by developments in

the Indian Ocean, with maritime chokepoints,

energy corridors, technological networks, and

partnerships stretching from East Africa to

Southeast Asia playing a defining role.



United Nations, June 30 : An

upsurge in armed clashes be-

tween rival gangs has displaced

thousands of people from their

homes across several regions of

Haiti, UN humanitarians have

said.

The UN Office for the Coordi-

nation of Humanitarian Affairs

(OCHA) on Friday (local time)

said the International Organiza-

tion for Migration (IOM) re-

ported that more than 2,600

people were displaced in the

Artibonite department last week.

More than three-quarters of them

sought refuge in the commune of

Marchand Dessalines.

"Continuing violence in the

Artibonite department is raising

Hike in violence displaces thousands in Haiti: UN
serious protection concerns,"

OCHA said. The IOM reported

that in Haiti's West department, re-

newed armed clashes in Cite

Soleil since June 13 have dis-

placed more than 5,000 people,

adding to the thousands who had

been displaced between March

and May while fleeing armed vio-

lence. OCHA said ongoing vio-

lence has severely disrupted

health services, particularly for

women and girls, reports Xinhua

news agency.

It has forced Doctors Without

Borders, a nongovernmental

organisation, to suspend activities

at its maternity facility in Cite

Soleil on June 19, depriving thou-

sands of women of access to ma-

ternal and reproductive health care

in one of the most densely popu-

lated areas of Port-au-Prince. It

has also led to an increase in the

number of wounded treated in

health facilities, said the office.

According to the IOM, more than

25,500 people were forcibly re-

turned last month, bringing the

total for the year to more than

117,000 people. Of those, 24 per

cent were women, and nearly 8 per

cent were children. OCHA said it

continues to work with humani-

tarian partners to assess needs and

provide assistance despite signifi-

cant access constraints. The 2026

Haiti humanitarian appeal for 880

million U.S. dollars is only 27 per

cent funded, it added.

Kinshasa, June 30 : The Demo-

cratic Republic of the Congo

(DRC) has reported 1,203 con-

firmed cases of Ebola, including

321 deaths, since the outbreak was

declared in mid-May, according to

the latest report released by the

country's public health authorities.

According to the report, released

on Friday (local time), 148 pa-

tients have recovered, while 419

patients are in isolation or receiv-

ing hospital care. Health authori-

ties also identified 265 suspected

cases, including 77 deaths.

World Health Organization

(WHO) Director-General Tedros

Adhanom Ghebreyesus said Fri-

Ebola cases in DR Congo top 1,200
day on X that contact tracing in

the DRC was reaching more

people and more Ebola patients

were recovering and returning

home. However, he warned that

the fight was "far from over," say-

ing war and insecurity were still

slowing the response and that mis-

trust remained a key challenge, re-

ports Xinhua news agency.

The report also listed a series of

operational challenges facing the

response, including community

resistance to post-mortem testing,

insufficient treatment capacity in

Ituri, where treatment centres

were close to saturation, and a

contact follow-up rate still below

the 95 per cent target. It also

warned of shortages of essential

medicines, infection prevention

and control supplies, with a gap

of about 20 isolation centres. In-

security and limited access in

areas affected by armed groups,

population mobility and a fund-

ing gap of about 20 million U.S.

dollars were also cited as major

constraints. The current out-

break, caused by the Bundibugyo

ebolavirus, was officially de-

clared on May 15.

Meanwhile,the Africa Centers

for Disease Control and Preven-

tion (Africa CDC) has appealed

for 1.4 billion US dollars.

Addis Ababa, June 30 : Chairperson of the African Union

(AU) Commission Moussa Faki Mahamat has expressed con-

cern over the grave situation in the eastern Democratic Re-

public of the Congo (DRC) and called for an "immediate"

cessation of all hostilities.  In a statement issued, the pan-

African bloc said it is following "with great attention the de-

teriorating security and humanitarian situation" in the eastern

DRC. The statement came as conflict intensifies and rebel-

lion advances toward major townships in the eastern DRC.

Faki called for the strict observance of the ceasefire agreed

between the parties and the immediate cessation of all hos-

tilities. He further "strongly urged" the parties to preserve the

lives of civilians. The chairperson also launched an urgent

appeal to the international community to mobilise all pos-

sible support for the populations affected by the serious col-

lateral damage of the expanding conflict in the eastern DRC,

Xinhua news agency reported.

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees said

on Tuesday that more than 400,000 people have been dis-

placed since the beginning of 2025 in the eastern DRC. Ex-

AU calls for 'immediate'
cessation of  all hostilities in eastern DRC

pressing grave concern about the safety and security

of civilians and internally displaced persons (IDPs)

in the area, the UN refugee agency said persistent

clashes between belligerents in the affected areas con-

tinue to worsen the protection environment for civil-

ians in South Kivu and North Kivu provinces, which

are already home to 4.6 million IDPs. Earlier the

United Nations announced that it has temporarily de-

cided to relocate non-essential staff from Goma, the

capital of North Kivu province in the eastern Demo-

cratic Republic of the Congo (DRC), due to the dete-

riorating security situation.

Seoul, June 30 : South Korea’s acting

President Choi Sang-mok on Tuesday

urged officials to focus their efforts on

maintaining the country's emergency

medical system during the upcoming

holiday amid a prolonged conflict be-

tween the government and the medical

community.

"The government and local authorities

will focus their efforts to ensure the

emergency medical system operates

without disruptions, allowing people to

spend the Lunar New Year holiday with-

out concerns," Choi said during a meet-

ing with relevant officials, Yonhap news

agency reported. Choi noted the gov-

ernment will focus particularly on pro-

viding stable medical services for high-

risk pregnant women, newborns, and pa-

tients with other severe conditions. "I

also urge people to visit appropriate

medical facilities based on the severity

of their conditions,"

South Korea calls forSouth Korea calls forSouth Korea calls forSouth Korea calls forSouth Korea calls for
strict management ofstrict management ofstrict management ofstrict management ofstrict management of
medical system over holidaymedical system over holidaymedical system over holidaymedical system over holidaymedical system over holiday

Washington, June 30 : The

United States has revoked 85,000

visas across multiple categories

this year, a senior State Depart-

ment official said, describing

the action as part of an intensi-

fied effort to protect American

communities and enforce pub-

lic-safety standards.

“We’ve revoked 85,000 visas

of all categories, including

more than 8,000 students,

which is more than double the

numbers the year before,” said

a State Department official in

response to a question.

“Some of the top reasons why

we revoked the visas were

DUIs, assaults,  and theft,

which together account for al-

most half of the revocations in

the past year.

 These are people who pose a

direct threat to our communi-

ties’ safety, and we do not want

to have them in our country,”

said the official who spoke on

condition of anonymity.

US revokes 85K

visas cites public-safety

concerns

Indian Coast Guard Ship Sarthak arrives at Kuwait's Shuwaikh Port for five-day visit

Kuwait City, June 30 : Indian

Coast Guard Ship (ICGS) Sarthak

arrived at Kuwait's Shuwaikh Port

on Tuesday to a rousing welcome

by the cheerful school children

carrying the Indian tricolour.

Indian Embassy in Kuwait stated

that ICGS Sarthak's five-day

goodwill visit to Kuwait marks

another milestone in defence and

security ties and maritime coop-

eration between the two nations.

In a statement on X, the Indian

Embassy in Kuwait stated, "Indian Coast Guard

Ship (ICGS) Sarthak arrives in Kuwait. The

ICGS Sarthak sailed into Shuwaikh Port in

Kuwait today on a 5-day Goodwill Visit."

"The arrival of ICGS SARTHAK in Kuwait was

warmly welcomed as school children waved the

Indian tricolour and greeted the crew with en-

thusiasm and cheer. The Visit by ICGS Sarthak

marks another milestone in India-Kuwait de-

fence and security relations and maritime co-

operation under our growing Strategic Partner-

ship, reflecting our shared commitment to re-

gional security and enduring friendship," it

added. Earlier in August, India and Kuwait held

the seventh round of Foreign Office Consulta-

tions in New Delhi to review bilateral ties. The

officials of two nations discussed various on-

going initiatives and avenues to further deepen

their strategic partnership in various sectors, in-

cluding political, trade, investment.

Moscow, June 30 : Russia has par-

tially resumed its work in the Arc-

tic Council, the spokeswoman of

the Russian Foreign Ministry

Maria Zakharova was quoted by

RIA Novosti as saying on Tuesday.

She noted that under Norway's

chairmanship, virtual meetings of

all six council working groups

were held in the second half of

2026.

These groups focus on sustainable

development, climate, environ-

mental protection, and emergency

prevention and response.

Zakharova said the "process of re-

suming the Arctic Council's work

will continue, taking into account

the interests of all Arctic states"

and "based on the current realities

of the format and the tasks facing

our country in this area."

Russia resumes partial

participation in Arctic Council

Bangladesh measles outbreak

claims seven more lives, death toll rises to 709
Dhaka, June 30 : As many as seven

more children died from the measles

outbreak in Bangladesh on Tuesday,

raising the total number of confirmed

and suspected deaths to 709 since

March 15 this year, amid an escalat-

ing health crisis in the country, local

media reported.  According to the Di-

rectorate General of Health Services

(DGHS), the deaths were reported in

the 24 hours leading up to Saturday

morning. Out of the seven latest fa-

talities, one has been classified as a

confirmed measles fatality, while six

others were classified as suspected.

The latest update has taken the num-

ber of suspected measles fatalities to

615, while the number of laboratory-

confirmed measles deaths has

risen to 94, the United News

of Bangladesh (UNB) reported.

During the 24-hour period, 744

new suspected measles cases

were reported in Bangladesh,

raising the number of sus-

pected cases in the country to

98,266. As many as 45 new

confirmed cases of measles

were reported during the same

period, taking the total number

of laboratory-confirmed infec-

tions to 11,594.

Since March 15, a total of

81,955 patients with suspected

measles have been admitted to

hospitals in Bangladesh.

11 THE INDIAN MAIL
www.theindianmail.in

01 JULY 2026

WEDNESDAY, HYDERABAD INTERNATIONAL NEWS



12 01 JULY 2026

WEDNESDAY, HYDERABAD www.theindianmail.in

THE INDIAN MAILSPORTS MAIL

Djokovic passes tough

Wu test in Wimbledon opener
London, June 30  : The seven-time cham-

pion Novak Djokovic made an entertain-

ing start to his 21st Wimbledon cam-

paign and toughed his way to 6-4, 5-7, 6-

4, 6-4 victory over China’s Yibing Wu

in the opener here on Tuesday. Serving

well and playing far from poorly, the

No.7 seed could not prevent Wu revelling

in the Centre Court atmosphere. In the

first set the world No.102 Chinese racked

up 15 winners, albeit to an almost equal

number of unforced errors.  The key came

early in the second. Had Djokovic con-

verted one of his early chances to break,

he might have motored on to the kind of

economical victory. But he didn’t, and

Wu’s confidence multiplied as the crowd

sang his name ever louder.  With the roof

closed at the start of the third set, the Serb

found himself continuously tested. Play-

ing just his fifth tournament of the year

thanks to a shoulder injury, Djokovic

mined every ounce of will to break Wu

deep in the third set. The Serbian dug

deep to win the third set and was then

went into lockdown mode in the key ex-

changes in the fourth to improve to 21-0

in Wimbledon first rounds. The Serbian

fended off six break points in the fourth

set, including three from 0/40 at 2-3, be-

fore eventually triumphing after three

hours and 11 minutes.

Hamilton takes

'heaps of confidence from India'

heading into T20 WC semis
London, June 30 : Australia fast bowler Lucy

Hamilton says she will carry renewed belief

into her side’s ICC Women’s T20 World Cup

semi-final against the West Indies after pro-

ducing three disciplined performances with

the new ball during the tournament. Speaking

at The Oval ahead of the knockout clash, the

20-year-old reflected on her experience of

playing on cricket’s biggest stage, her confi-

dence after facing India at Lord’s, and the chal-

lenge awaiting Australia as they chase a place

in Sunday’s final. Hamilton, who earned selec-

tion in Australia’s World Cup squad despite lim-

ited international experience, said every outing

has strengthened her confidence as she contin-

ues to settle into the role of opening the bowl-

ing. "It's been really fun. (It's) really exciting to

run out there and take the first over,” Hamilton

told cricket.com.au. The left-arm quick identi-

fied Australia’s group-stage victory over India

as a defining moment in her tournament, saying

the occasion had helped reinforce her belief

ahead of the semi-finals.

Challenge for Iyer to win T20I

series in England after Kohli and Rohit: Pujara
New Delhi, June 30 : Former In-

dia batter Cheteshwar Pujara be-

lieves Shreyas Iyer has the lead-

ership qualities to guide India in

the upcoming T20I series in En-

gland but says the new captain’s

biggest examination will come

with the bat.

Speaking ahead of India’s T20I

series against England, Pujara also

addressed the growing excitement

around teenage prospect Vaibhav

Sooryavanshi, suggesting the

youngster is unlikely to make an

immediate debut because of the

strength of India’s established top

order.

Pujara acknowledged that Iyer

faces a demanding assignment as

he prepares to lead India in T20Is

for the first time while returning

to the format after a lengthy ab-

sence.

"It is going to be challenging for

Shreyas Iyer to become the third

Indian skipper after Virat Kohli

and Rohit Sharma to win a T20I

series in England. There is no

doubt about that. Playing in En-

glish conditions, even with bet-

ter white-ball pitches, is still a

different kind of challenge.

Shreyas is leading the Indian

team for the first time, and he is

playing T20Is after a two-year

gap. So, the challenge is real,”

he told JioStar.

Despite those challenges, Pujara

expressed confidence in Iyer’s

leadership credentials, pointing

to his recent success in franchise

cricket.

Ben Stokes' retirement...
Coach McCullum reveals his inner thoughts!
New Delhi, June 30 : England

Test captain and star all-

rounder Ben Stokes surprised

fans and cricket enthusiasts

alike by suddenly announcing

his retirement from interna-

tional cricket. He revealed this

sensational decision on the

fourth day of the third Test

against New Zealand. Al-

though England lost the match

by 160 runs and conceded the

series 1-2, the news of Stokes's

retirement stood out as the

major talking point.

Reacting to Stokes's decision,

England head coach Brendon

McCullum revealed that he

had tried to dissuade Stokes

from retiring before the an-

nouncement was made.

McCullum stated that he

made significant efforts to

change Stokes's mind, but the

player was already mentally

prepared for the move.

Speaking to the 'O-Sports'

channel, McCullum said,

"When Stokes first told me

about his decision, I tried to

talk him out of it. However, I

realized that he was at peace

with his choice and remained

firm in his resolve. It is some-

what saddening that the jour-

ney we shared over the past

four years has come to such

an abrupt end."

'Football may never see this again':
Oliver Kahn hails Messi-Ronaldo rivalry
New Delhi, June 30 : German football leg-

end Oliver Kahn believes Lionel Messi and

Cristiano Ronaldo created a football rivalry

unlike any other, with their relentless pursuit

of excellence pushing each other to unprec-

edented heights for nearly two decades.

Reflecting on one of football’s greatest-ever

debates, Kahn highlighted how the two su-

perstars transformed competition into a driv-

ing force for greatness, creating a level of

consistency and longevity that may never be

repeated. "Cristiano Ronaldo and Lionel

Messi have pushed each other for almost two

decades, and it is truly remarkable to see the

level of football they continue to play. Their

rivalry was never built on words; it was built

on performances. Every season,

they pushed each other to become

even better. Football may never

see another rivalry with that level

of consistency and excellence,"

said Kahn, who is part of the FIFA

World Cup 2026 expert panel on

ZEE5. Ronaldo and Messi are

stalwarts of football, and they

have presented a tough challenge

to each other in club football, but

the duo has never had the oppor-

tunity to clash in the FIFA World

Cup. With the ongoing tournament

considered to be their last, the two

celebrated footballers would defi-

nitely want to showcase their

skills and add another chapter to

their rivalry on the biggest stage

of the game. Looking back at his

unforgettable 2002 FIFA World

Cup campaign, where he became

the only goalkeeper in history to

win the Golden Ball despite

Germany finishing runners-up,

Kahn reflected on the pride of

that achievement while admit-

ting that lifting the World Cup

trophy remains the ultimate

dream for every player.

Harmanpreet to lead India in

2026 Asian Games as

BCCI names 15-strong squad
Mumbai, June 30 : The BCCI

on Tuesday announced a

Harmanpreet Kaur-led 15-mem-

ber squad for the upcoming 2026

Asian Games. The selection

committee has shown faith in the

same contingent that featured in

the ICC Women's T20 World

Cup, with left-hand batter and

wicketkeeper G Kamalini’s in-

clusion inplace of Yastika Bhatia

remaining the only change.

India will head into the 2026

Asian Games, scheduled to be

played in Aichi-Nagoya, Japan,

from September 19 to October 4,

as the defending champions,

having clinched the historic gold

medal in the women’s cricket

competition at the previous edi-

tion of the Asian Games held in

Hangzhou, China.

FIFA WC 2026: 'We believe in our

game plan and identity,' says Ouahbi

after Morocco reach round of 16

Monterrey, June 30 : Morocco

manager Mohamed Ouahbi has

praised his team's self-belief

after recovering from a goal

down to beat the Netherlands

on penalties and reach the

World Cup

last 16. The

result at

M o n t e r r e y

Stadium set up

a round-of-16

meeting with

c o - h o s t

Canada on

July 4 in

Houston. "We

believe in our-

selves, in our

game plan and

in our identity.


