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Retailers' association seeks CCI probe
into Flipkart over alleged unfair practices
The Forum for Internet Retailers,

Sellers and Traders (FIRST) -- an

association of online retailers un-

der the India SME Forum -- has

approached the Competition Com-

mission of India (CCI)...

Kuldeep is a match-winner,
deserves more backing from team
management, says Ashwin
Former India off-spinner

Ravichandran Ashwin has

strongly questioned the team

management's....

Revanth urges Amazon to further expand its operations in Telangana

Hyderabad, July 15 : Chief

Minister A. Revnath Reddy in-

vited one of the world’s largest

tech companies, Amazon, to

further expand its operations

and invest Rs one Lakh Crore

by 2034 in the Telangana State.

Participating in the ground break-

ing ceremony of the Amazon’s

Data Center, the Chief Minister

asserted that such a big company’s

new establishment will accelerate

investments and also witness an

exponential growth in a short time

in the prestigious Bharat Future

City. The expansion of Amazon

will also pave the way for other

companies and industries to set up

operations in the Future city.

The Chief Minister highlighted

that the government had in De-

cember 2025 organised 'Telangana

Rising Global Summit', an event

attended by 3,000 corporate rep-

resentatives from major compa-

nies across 108 countries at Fu-

ture City last year. The goal of

Telangana Rising-2047 is to trans-

form Telangana into one trillion

economy by 2034 and three tril-

lion economy by 2047, he said.

Stating that job creation is also

crucial to achieving the invest-

ment goals, Revanth Reddy said

the government is ready to provide

all necessary infrastructure, facili-

ties and clearances for setting up

industries. “We are conducting

comprehensive monthly reviews

on all aspects related to industrial

establishment. Similarly, a special

monthly meeting on Amazon's in-

vestments in the state will also be

held," Revanth Reddy said.

He stated that the 'Telangana Ris-

ing' policy was introduced with a

vision of establishing the state as

a role model in development and

also creating specific policies for

industry, tourism, energy, health,

and sports.

"Hyderabad has become a global

role model, featuring the Outer

Ring Road, IT and pharma com-

panies, and an international air-

port. With 1.34 crore people liv-

ing within the Outer Ring Road

area, our aim is to create job op-

portunities while also trans-

forming the city into a pollu-

tion-free zone. There is a need

to relocate industries within the

city, as well as to rejuvenate the

Musi River and expand the

Metro rail network," Revanth

Reddy said.

Govt to develop its schools on
par with corporate institutions: Sridhar Babu
Hyderabad, July 15 : Minis-

ter for IT and Industries D.

Sridhar Babu said the

Telangana government is

committed to developing

government schools on a par

with corporate educational

institutions in the state. Speak-

ing after inaugurating the Foun-

dation for Democratic Reforms

(FDR) Science Centre at the ZP

Girls' High School in Alwal,

Medchal-Malkajgiri district on

Wednesday.

CM revanth ruining hyd's
it growth, alleges BRS MLC Sravan
Hyderabad, July 15  : BRS MLC Sravan

Dasoju on Wednesday launched a scath-

ing attack on the Congress government,

accusing Chief Minister A. Revanth

Reddy of damaging Hyderabad's reputa-

tion as a global IT hub and driving away

investments through 'incompetent gover-

nance'. Addressing a press conference

here, Sravan claimed Telangana's IT ex-

ports grew from Rs.57,258 crore in 2013-

14 to Rs.2.68 lakh crore during the BRS

regime, while IT employment increased

to 9.46 lakh jobs under former IT Minis-

ter K.T. Rama Rao's leadership. He al-

leged that the present Congress govern-

ment had failed to sustain the momentum,

citing official figures to claim a decline

in IT jobs. The BRS leader also alleged

that Cognizant IT firm had shifted pro-

posed investments and up to 20,000 jobs

from Hyderabad to Visakhapatnam, ques-

tioning the Congress government's abil-

ity to retain major investors.

Warangal Airport revival
credited to centre : BJP
Hyderabad, July 15  : BJP

Telangana state president N

Ramchander Rao said the revival

of Mamnoor Airport in Warangal

has become possible due to

Prime Minister Narendra

Modi's commitment and the

Central Government's efforts.

Addressing the media in

Hyderabad, he said the Centre

secured a one-time waiver of

the 150-km exclusivity clause

under the Hyderabad Interna-

tional Airport concession

agreement, removing a major

hurdle to the airport's develop-

ment.

The Narendra Modi Govern-

ment has transformed India’s

civil aviation sector through

the visionary UDAN (Ude

Desh Ka Aam Nagrik) scheme,

making air travel affordable

and extending regional connec-

tivity to every part of the coun-

try, he noted.

Workers are
backbone of global economy : Vivek
Hyderabad, July 15  : Minister

for Labour and Mines Dr.G.Vivek

Venkatswamy said  workers are

the backbone of the global

economy, stressing that every

nation's progress is built on the

hard work, skill and dedication of

its workforce. He stated that en-

suring dignity of labour, fair

wages, safe working conditions

and comprehensive social security

is the responsibility of every gov-

ernment. The Minister partici-

pated in the session on "Best Tri-

partite Practices in BRICS+

Countries" at the BRICS Trade

Union Forum Summit 2026, held

at the Marriott Hotel in Hyderabad

on Wednesday. Speaking during the

discussion on 'Best Tripartite Prac-

tices', Vivek explained that

Telangana's collaborative model

involving the government, employ-

ers and trade unions has emerged

as a benchmark for the country.

Deadline for
‘SIR’ extended in Telangana
Hyderabad, July 15: The Election Commis-

sion of India (ECI) has extended the deadline

for the Special Summary Revision (SSR) of

the electoral rolls in Telangana. The Commis-

sion revised the schedule for this process on

Wednesday. Consequently, the deadline for the

door-to-door survey by Booth Level Officers

(BLOs) has been extended to August 3.

Abhaya program is for courage
for women : Vangalapudi Anitha
Home Minister Vangalapudi

Anitha has made it clear to the

people of the state that everyone

should be very vigilant against

cyber crimes. She said that a task

force is being formed...

Jala Aarti program at the holy
confluence of Krishna-Godavari waters  in NTR District

Vijayawada, July15 : Chief

Minister Chandrababu Naidu

participated in the Jala Aarti

program at the holy confluence

of Krishna-Godavari rivers in

Ibrahimpatnam, NTR district.

In traditional attire, special

prayers were performed at the

confluence of Krishnaveni-

Godavari rivers and garlands,

clothes, turmeric and saffron were

offered to the waters. Jala Aarti

was performed at the holy

confluence of Krishna-Godavari.

Then, on the occasion of the 124th

birth anniversary of renowned

engineer KL Rao, he garlanded his

portrait and paid tribute. Later,

speaking at the program organized

there, the CM said that the gov-

ernment is organizing programs to

take the spirit of KL Rao as an

engineer to every village. He said

that the Godavari waters from

Pattiseema are reaching

Krishnamma and making this

delta fertile. He said that the flow

of water from Krishna river to Srisailam and Nagarjuna

Sagar has reduced.

The CM revealed that the Pattiseema project was under-

taken to save farmers from the misery of losing their crops

due to storms. He praised KL Rao for playing a key role

in the construction of major dams like Srisailam, Nagarjuna

Sagar, Hirakud, and Kosi.

He said that he had also served in countries like Egypt

and Sudan as an international water expert on behalf of

the United Nations. He recalled that KL Rao, who was

Nara Lokesh  slams to Jagan
on Governance Land and Jobs
Kadapa, July 15: Minister Nara Lokesh

has once again lashed out at former CM

and YSRCP chief YS Jagan Mohan

Reddy. He made sensational comments

calling Jagan a cancer that has taken hold

of Kadapa. He said that he had

said during the padayatra that

day that Jagan killed his own

uncle Vivekananda Reddy...

and he is saying it today too.
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Abhaya program is for courage for women: Vangalapudi Anitha
Anakapalli, July 15:  Home Minister

Vangalapudi Anitha has made it clear to the

people of the state that everyone should be very

vigilant against cyber crimes. She said that a

task force is being formed on cyber crimes.

Home Minister Anitha launched the Abhaya

program at the Bharathi Convention near

Vempadu Toll Plaza in Anakapalle district on

Wednesday. On this occasion, the Abhaya poster was

unveiled. Later, she said that the Anakapalle police have

launched a good program saying that women’s safety

is our responsibility. She said that she is very happy to

launch this program. She reminded that women have

gained freedom due to many struggles. She said that

the police have started the Abhaya program to give

courage to women.

No eligible student
should miss Gurukul admission : Adluri
Hyderabad, July 15 : Reaffirming the Telangana

government's commitment to educational equity

and social justice, Minister for Social Welfare,

Scheduled Castes Development and Persons with

Disabilities Adluri Lakshman Kumar asserted that

no eligible student should be deprived of admis-

sion into the Gurukul institutions due to admin-

istrative lapses or negligence.

Conducting a surprise inspection of the Telangana

Social Welfare Residential Educational Institu-

tions Society (TGSWREIS) headquarters at DSS

Bhavan in Hyderabad on Wednesday.
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Arunachal can emerge as a hub for premium organic tea : Guv Parnaik
Itanagar, July 15 : Arunachal

Pradesh Governor Lieutenant

General K.T. Parnaik (Retd.)

said on Wednesday that the

state possesses immense po-

tential to produce high-quality

organic tea and can make a sig-

nificant contribution to rural

livelihoods, entrepreneurship

and sustainable economic

growth, particularly in its east-

ern and foothill districts.

A delegation of the Arunachal

Pradesh Small Tea Growers' As-

sociation, led by its President

Tadak Gab and General Secre-

tary Kapwang Arangham, called

on the Governor at Lok Bhavan.

A Lok Bhavan official said the

delegation apprised Governor

Parnaik of the progress made in

tea cultivation in the state, the

challenges being faced by grow-

ers and the future prospects of

the sector.

Kerala govt appoints expert panel
to facilitate safe removal of soil
from Wayanad Kalladi Tunnel site
New Delhi, July 15 : The Kerala govern-

ment has appointed a three-member expert

committee to examine and submit a report

on the safe removal of soil accumulated at

the construction site of the Wayanad Kalladi

Tunnel project, Chief Minister V.D

Satheesan said.

The decision was taken during a high-level

meeting attended by the Chief Minister,

Home Minister and Public Works Minister

following concerns over the accumulated

soil and debris at the project site. Sharing

the update, Kerala Chief Minister posted on

X: “The Government of Keralam has ap-

pointed a 3 member expert committee to

submit a report on the safe removal of soil

accumulated from the construction of the

Wayanad Kalladi Tunnel project. The deci-

sion was taken during a high level meeting

between the Chief Minister, Home Minis-

ter, and Public Works Minister.”

“The committee comprises Dr. Santhosh G.

Thampi (Professor, NIT Calicut), Dr. Jude

Emmanuel (Environmental Scientist,

DoECC - Convenor), and a representative

from NCESS,” he added.

The panel will assess the conditions at the

site and suggest measures for the safe dis-

posal or removal of the accumulated soil,

which has come under scrutiny following the

debris slip tragedy in the Kalladi area of

Wayanad.

Tripura govt committed to
doubling farmers’ income: CM Saha
Agartala, July 15 : Tripura

Chief Minister Manik Saha

on Wednesday said the state

government is committed to

doubling farmers '  income

through a series of welfare

initiatives,  including pro-

curement  of  paddy at  the

Minimum Suppor t  Pr ice

(MSP), distribution of mod-

ern agricultural machinery

and easy access to institu-

tional credit through Kisan

Credit Cards.
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India, Oman explore
ways to elevate strategic partnership

E
xternal Affairs Minister (EAM), S

Jaishankar, on Friday met his Omani coun

terpart, Sayyid Badr bin Hamad bin

Hamoud Al Busaidi, and explored ways to elevate

the strategic partnership between both countries.

According to the Foreign Ministry of Oman, the

meeting addressed the course of the historical re-

lations between Oman and India, and explored

ways to elevate the strategic partnership between

the two India and Oman, particularly in the fields

of trade and investment, energy, logistics services,

and modern technologies, alongside enhancing co-

operation between companies in both countries, and

encouraging quality partnerships and mutual in-

vestments that serve shared interests and align with

promising economic opportunities. The two min-

isters also exchanged views on a number of cur-

rent regional and international developments, in-

cluding those related to shipping and maritime

navigation in the Strait of Hormuz, and their im-

plications for international trade, energy supplies,

and supply chains. Both sides affirmed the impor-

tance of continuing coordination and consultation

on these developments and supporting efforts aimed

at enhancing understanding and cooperation with

various parties, while mitigating the repercussions of

the current situation, in a manner consistent with the

provisions of international law and taking into ac-

count the interests of the region's countries. The meet-

ing was attended by the Circuit Ambassador Sheikh

Abdulaziz bin Abdullah Al Hunaiai, Sheikh Ahmed

bin Hashil Al Muski, Head of the Gulf Cooperation

Council and Regional Neighbourhood Department,

Prashant Pisai, Ambassador of India to Oman, and a

number of officials from both sides. Earlier in the

day, EAM Jaishankar interacted with members of the

Indian diaspora in Oman and appreciated their role

in strengthening bilateral ties. "A good interaction

with members of Indian diaspora in Oman this morn-

ing. Their enthusiasm in strengthening India-Oman

relations was palpable. Appreciated their many con-

tributions to the society as well as to India-Oman

partnership," he posted on X. The EAM arrived in

Oman on Thursday after concluding his visit to Ku-

wait. Oman is the fourth stop of EAM Jaishankar's

six-nation visit, following which, he will travel to

New York and Brussels.

Indian Ambassador in Azerbaijan
discusses upcoming activities with diaspora
Baku, July 15 : India's Am-

bassador to Azerbaijan,

Abhay Kumar, on Wednes-

day met with members of the

Indian community and dis-

cussed upcoming community

activities. Praveenkumar

Ramachandran Nair and

Anas Meerasahib, Executive

Committee Members of the

Baku Malayalee Association

(BMA), called on Ambassa-

dor Abhay Kumar on

Wednesday and apprised him

of the Association's upcom-

ing activities, including the

organisation of a cricket tourna-

ment.

The Ambassador suggested that

BMA encourage greater participa-

tion of Azerbaijani players in the

tournament to help promote

cricket in Azerbaijan, noting that

sports are an effective means of

fostering people-to-people con-

tacts and strengthening cultural

ties between India and Azerbaijan.

The Indian Embassy in Azerbaijan

wrote on X that the discussion also

covered BMA's forthcoming cul-

tural events, including the celebra-

tion of Onam. The Ambassador

appreciated the Association's ef-

forts and observed that such ini-

tiatives play an important role in

deepening cultural relations and

enhancing mutual understanding

between the two countries.

Prashant Mishra, President of the

Indian Association of Azerbaijan,

also called on Ambassador Abhay

Kumar on Friday. They discussed

the Association's forthcoming

activities and how it can play

an active role in promoting In-

dia-Azerbaijan cultural ties.

The Ambassador also met

Amit Mohan Govil, Director

of the Foreign Intelligence

Unit – India (FIU-IND), who

is in Baku for the Egmont

Group Plenary Meetings.

China erasing
Tibetan identity: ICT
Washington, July 15 : China

is intensifying human rights

abuses in Tibet and using a

new law to place its forced

assimilation policies on a le-

gal footing, the head of a

leading Tibet advocacy group

has said.  Ryan Fioresi, ex-

ecutive director of the Inter-

national Campaign for Tibet

(ICT), said the situation in-

side Tibet remained deeply

troubling. He urged the

United States and other gov-

ernments to press Beijing to

resume negotiations with the

Dalai Lama or his represen-

tatives.

"The situation inside Tibet is

quite grim," Fioresi told

IANS in an interview. "The

human rights abuses are escalat-

ing from the Chinese govern-

ment." Fioresi pointed to China’s

Ethnic Unity and Progress Law,

which came into force on July 1.

He said the measure gave legal

cover to policies aimed at weak-

ening Tibet’s distinct identity.

"The Chinese government just

implemented on July 1st, just a

few days ago, the Ethnic Unity

and Progress Law, which codifies

many of Beijing’s forced assimi-

lation policies into Chinese law,"

he said.

"Many of the stipulations in the

Ethnic Unity and Progress Law

contravene China’s own constitu-

tion and its international human

rights commitments."

Fioresi said the International Cam-

paign for Tibet had sought to

draw global attention to the

legislation. The organisation

has appealed to governments,

the United Nations and inter-

faith leaders to speak out.

"We called on governments,

the United Nations, interfaith

leaders to speak out on this

law, to shine a light on what

China is doing to erase Tibetan

identity and to urge Beijing to

change these policies," he

said.

India and South Korea
discuss ways to encourage
cooperation in Startups
Seoul, July 15 : India’s Ambas-

sador to South Korea,

Gourangalal Das, met Seung-

hwan Mok, Deputy Minister of

Startups, Venture, and Innova-

tion from the Korean Ministry

of SMEs and Startups on

Wednesday. Both discussed

ways to encourage cooperation

between Korean and Indian

startups and venture capitalists.

“Ambassador met Mr. Seung-

hwan Mok, Deputy Minister of

Startups, Venture, and Innova-

tion.

WFP launches South Sudan's
first drought anticipatory action
Juba, July 15 : The United Na-

tions World Food Program

(WFP), in partnership with the

South Sudanese government, has

launched the country's first an-

ticipatory action initiative

against drought to help vulner-

able communities prepare for

worsening dry conditions in

Eastern Equatoria State.

The intervention, targeting Budi

and Kapoeta North counties, is

expected to directly benefit more

than 65,000 people through early

warning communications and

cash assistance to protect liveli-

hoods before drought conditions

worsen. "Anticipatory action is

transforming the way we manage

climate-related shocks," Mutinta

Chimuka, WFP country director

for South Sudan, said in a state-

ment, Xinhua news agency re-

ported.

"Rather than wait for drought to

deepen humanitarian needs, we

are acting based on forecasts and

evidence to support communities

before livelihoods are disrupted.

By delivering assistance early, we

can help families protect what

they have, strengthen their resil-

ience, and reduce the human and

economic costs of drought," she

added. According to the WFP,

cash assistance is being provided

to over 50,000 people to help

households meet essential food

and livelihood needs before con-

ditions deteriorate, while strength-

ening their purchasing power and

reducing reliance on negative cop-

ing mechanisms.

The agency said more than 65,000

people are also benefiting from

early warning communications

and public awareness campaigns

that guide drought preparedness,

livestock management, efficient

water use, and livelihood planning

to strengthen resilience to climate

shocks.

India participates in
Mongolia's national festival celebrations
Ulaanbaatar, July 15 : India’s Ambassador

to Mongolia, Atul Malhari, on Wednesday

participated in events organised by the Gov-

ernment of Mongolia at the Sukhbaatar

Square to celebrate the national festival of

Mongolia, 'Naadam 2026'.  "On 10 July 2026,

as part of the diplomatic corps, HE Mr Atul

Malhari Gotsurve, Ambassa-

dor of India to Mongolia, par-

ticipated in several events

organised by the Government

of Mongolia at the Sukhbaatar

Square to celebrate the na-

tional festival of Mongolia.

ED files supplementary charge
sheet against former Kolkata
DCP in illegal land grabbing case

Pakistan: Demolition of historic Sikh shrine raises
fresh concerns over protection of minorities, their heritage

Islamabad, July 15 : The

demolition of the 125-year-old

Gurdwara Sri Guru Singh

Sabha Sahib in Pakistan's

Farooqabad has left portions of

the historic shrine in rubble af-

ter a local businessman alleg-

edly carried out the work with-

out legal clearance or court or-

der. Authorities acknowledged

the demolition only after Sikh

residents of Farooqabad took to

the streets to protest the inci-

dent, a report has stated.

"For the Sikh community of

Farooqabad, the night of June

24 was not an abstraction. It was

the sound of machinery tearing

into a building their grandpar-

ents’ grandparents had

prayed in — a gurdwara

built over a century ago,

when the Singh Sabha

movement was still reshap-

ing what it meant to be

Sikh in a modernising

Punjab. By morning, por-

tions of the Gurdwara Sri

Guru Singh Sabha Sahib

lay in rubble, demolished

by a local businessman

who never bothered to seek

the legal clearance re-

quired to touch it. No court

order. No warning to the

community that has treated

this ground as sacred for

generations."
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Kolkata, July 15 : The Enforcement Direc-

torate (ED) on Wednesday filed a supple-

mentary charge sheet against the former

Kolkata Police Deputy Commissioner Santanu

Sinha Biswas, in the case where he had been

accused of involvement in a multi-crore land

grabbing case. Sources aware of the devel-

opment said that in the 114-page supplemen-

tary charge sheet, Sinha Biswas, land mafia

Biswajit Poddar alias Sona Pappu.
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United Nations, July 15 :

More than 2,100 children have

been killed or injured since the

military escalation in the

Middle East, UN Children's

Fund (UNICEF) Deputy Ex-

ecutive Director Ted Chaiban

said.  "Twenty-three days into

the escalating conflict in the

Middle East, children across

the region are paying a devas-

tating price. A further descent

into a wider or protracted con-

flict would be catastrophic for

millions more," Chaiban told

reporters on Wednesday at the

UN headquarters in New York.

The casualties included 206

children killed in Iran, 118 in

Over 2,100 children killed or injured

since escalation in Mideast conflict: UN
Lebanon, four in Israel and one in

Kuwait, he said, Xinhua news

agency reported.

"That is an average of approxi-

mately 87 children either killed or

injured every day since the begin-

ning of the war," Chaiban said.

Alongside the dead and wounded,

there has been rapid displacement

across several countries, driven by

relentless bombardment and

evacuation orders that have emp-

tied communities, he said.

In Iran, the UN Refugee Agency

estimated that up to 3.2 million

people have been displaced, in-

cluding up to 864,000 children,

while in Lebanon, more than 1

million people are displaced, in-

cluding an estimated 370,000 chil-

dren, he said. According to

Chaiban, across the Middle East,

around 44.8 million children were

already living in conflict-affected

settings before the escalation. Talking about his

recent visit to Lebanon, Chaiban said what he

witnessed there and what is unfolding across the

region "requires the full attention and a clear,

collective response."

Congresswoman Deborah
Ross pushes stronger India-US exchanges

South Korea: Police open probe into
ruling party lawmaker over alleged bribe-taking

Washington, July 15 : Congresswoman Deborah Ross

called for deeper educational, technological and cul-

tural exchanges between India and the United States,

arguing that stronger people-to-people ties were essen-

tial for the future of the bilateral relationship.  Speak-

ing at the Capitol Hill Summit 2026 organised by the

US-India Friendship Council, Ross said more Ameri-

cans should travel and study in India to better under-

stand the country and its growing global role. “The most

important thing is that more Americans go to India, be-

cause once you go, as you’ve heard earlier, you have to

love the country,” Ross said. Ross, a Democrat repre-

senting North Carolina’s 2nd Congressional District,

said her own connection with India began years ago

when she visited the country as a young legislator along-

side then-California Attorney General Kamala Harris.

“I just could not stop thinking about what a wonderful

experience it was,” she said. The congresswoman said

India and the United States shared a “foundational com-

mitment to democracy and freedom” and described the

relationship as one of the world’s most important stra-

tegic partnerships.

“The partnership is one of the most important in the

world, and it must succeed for the future of democracy

and the future of progress,” Ross said. Ross highlighted

the growing Indian American presence in North

Carolina’s Research Triangle region, particularly in sci-

ence, technology and higher education sectors. “Indian

Americans have made important contributions not just

to North Carolina and the Research Triangle, but their

families and their businesses are part of the DNA of

our state and our country,” she said. She also stressed

the importance of Indian students to American uni-

versities and research institutions. “Indian students

form the largest group of international students in

the United States,” Ross said. “These bright students

should be able to continue their education and their

research here.” Ross criticised growing restrictions

affecting international students and said educational

cooperation was central to long-term bilateral en-

gagement. “Academic exchange is one of the foun-

dations of our partnership,” she said. The congress-

woman also spoke about bipartisan efforts in Con-

gress to address visa concerns and trade issues in-

volving India. “I’ve worked with Ro and others to

lead efforts to end illegal tariffs on India.”

Seoul, July 15 :  Police have begun inves-

tigating Rep. Kang Sun-woo of the ruling

Democratic Party (DP) over allegations of

receiving 100 million won (US$69,400)

from a Seoul city councilor, officials said

Wednesday.  The Seoul Metropolitan Po-

lice Agency's public crime investigation

team has been assigned to the case after

opposition lawmakers filed a complaint

against Kang and the council member on

bribery charges,

Yonhap news agency

reported. Kang has

been accused of re-

ceiving the money via

an aide during the re-

gional elections in

2022. The case re-

cently received atten-

tion after Kang was

found to have dis-

cussed the matter with

Rep. Kim Byung-kee

of the same party, who

is currently embroiled

in allegations of mis-

conduct. Recently, al-

legations emerged

that Rep.



Odisha govt to launch
‘Ama Gaanre Ama Tahasil’ for doorstep revenue services
Bhubaneswar, July 15 : To

strengthen grassroots gover-

nance and improve public

access to services, the Rev-

enue and Disaster Manage-

ment Department will soon

introduce a new initiative, the

‘Ama Gaanre Ama Tahasil’

(Tahasil At Doorstep)

programme. According to an

official statement by the de-

partment, the initiative will be

implemented in accordance

with directions from Revenue

Minister Suresh Pujari.

As part of the programme, the

revenue department officials

will reach people at their

doorsteps to address their

grievances and deliver vari-

ous revenue services by

organising Tahasil Camp

Courts at village and Panchayat

levels across the state in the

coming days. Earlier, people

had to visit the Tahasil offices

to avail various services of the

revenue department. “How-

ever, through these Camp

Courts, Tahasil officials will

now reach villages directly to

provide immediate resolution

of public grievances.

Kolkata, July 15 : In his first visit as the

new West Bengal Chief Minister to the mi-

nority-dominated Murshidabad district,

Suvendu Adhikari on Wednesday issued a

strong caution against recurrence of “hooli-

ganism” and “corruption” in government

functioning. The Chief Minister first ad-

dressed a public rally at Rejinagar and later

attended an administrative review meeting

in Baharampur. At the Rejinagar rally,

Adhikari reminded that the West Bengal

Public Safety &amp; Control of Anti-So-

cial Activities Bill, 2026, aimed at prevent-

ing corruption and anti-social activities,

will come into effect from July 14.

Bengal CM cautions against ‘corruption’,
‘hooliganism’ during Murshidabad visit

Gandhinagar, July 15 : The Gujarat govern-

ment on Wednesday opened applications for

farmers to join the Centre's newly launched

'Mission for Cotton Productivity', with eligible

cultivators set to receive input assistance of up

to Rs 14,000 per hectare for adopting modern

cotton cultivation practices aimed at increas-

ing production and reducing the country's de-

pendence on imports.

Gujarat to cover over one lakh hectares
under Centre's 'Cotton Productivity Mission'

The Central government has

launched the Mission for Cot-

ton Productivity, also referred

to as the Cotton Revolution

Mission, for the period from

2026-27 to 2030-31.

The five-year programme

seeks to increase cotton pro-

duction.

06 THE INDIAN MAIL
www.theindianmail.inNATIONAL NEWS

16 JULY 2026

THURSDAY, HYDERABAD

Govt e-marketplace launches
170 seed categories to speed up supply to farmers
New Delhi, July 15 : The Government e-Market-

place (GeM) on Wednesday said it has revamped

and introduced 170 seed categories on the portal to

simplify access to quality agricultural and horticul-

ture seeds for farmers.

Cong demands Supreme Court probe
into Ayodhya Ram Temple offerings embezzlement case

Guruvayur, July 15 : Stepping up

its attack on the BJP over the alleged

financial irregularities in the man-

agement of the Ayodhya Ram

Temple, the Congress on Wednes-

day demanded a Supreme Court

monitored judicial probe, alleging

that the Uttar Pradesh government's

Special Investigation Team (SIT)

was attempting to shield the real

culprits.  Addressing the media

here on Saturday, AICC General

Secretary, K.C. Venugopal, MP

described the alleged diversion of

temple funds as the biggest

temple-related financial scam the

country has witnessed, claiming

that money donated by lakhs of

devotees had been misappropri-

ated with the knowledge of the

Trust appointed by the Centre.

Calling the ongoing SIT investi-

gation a mere eyewash,

Venugopal alleged that the probe

was not progressing in the right

direction and accused the BJP

governments at the Centre and in

Uttar Pradesh of protecting those

responsible. He claimed there was

evidence of an attempted cover

up, alleging that CCTV footage

had been deliberately erased and

warnings issued by security per-

sonnel had been ignored.

Questioning the continued func-

tioning of the temple Trust despite

the allegations, the Congress

leader asked why the government

was unwilling to order a judicial

enquiry under the direct supervi-

sion of the Supreme Court if it had

nothing to hide.

Delhi Police arrest man,
recover stolen mobile phones and bike
New Delhi, July 15 : In a significant

breakthrough against rising street

crime and mobile snatching incidents,

the Anti-Auto Theft Squad (AATS) of

the South District Police apprehended

a mobile phone snatcher on Wednes-

day. It recovered six stolen and

snatched mobile phones from his pos-

session, and the motorcycle allegedly

used in the commission of the crime

was also seized. The case came to light

after a complaint was lodged by

Yuvika Wadhwa regarding the snatch-

ing of her mobile phone near G-Block,

C.R. Park. Following the complaint,

FIR No. 93/2026 under Section 304(2)

of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)

was registered at Police Station C.R.

Park on May 5, and an investigation

was initiated immediately. To crack the

case, a dedicated police team compris-

ing Sub Inspector Sajid Husain.



New Delhi, July 15 : India is

shifting from foundational

digitisation toward more inte-

grated, accessible and AI-ready

citizen services, with a Digital

Government Index score of

58.2, a report said on Wednes-

day.

The report from US tech giant

Adobe said that India's digital

government journey entered a

new phase. where focus ex-

India advances towards
an AI-ready digital future: Report

panded beyond digitising services,

to making them more intuitive, ac-

cessible and AI-ready.

“By improving discoverability,

personalisation and content qual-

ity, ministries can deliver better

citizen experiences while ensuring

trusted government information

remains visible in an AI-first

world," said Venu Juvvala, Head,

Customer Experience Orchestra-

tion business, Adobe India.

India's digital transformation con-

tinues to be shaped by initiatives

such as Digital India, India Stack

and Gati Shakti, the report said.

"While progress varies across

ministries, mobile experience im-

proved by 1.1 per cent, reflecting

India's mobile-first approach and

the growing adoption of platforms

such as UMANG and

DigiLocker," it added.

Customer experience eased 3.7

New Delhi, July 15  :

German lender

Deutsche Bank has

announced the infu-

sion of an additional

Rs 5,113 crore to bol-

ster its India opera-

tions.

This is the largest

capital allocation to

India in recent years

and will be used for

expanding business

across corporate

banking, investment

banking and private

banking, according to

a Deutsche Bank's

statement.

The bank, which has

Deutsche Bank invests
Rs 5,113 crore to expand India operations

been operating in India for 45

years, reported a balance sheet

size of Rs 1.45 lakh crore as of

March 31, 2026. The recent

capital infusion represents a

33% increase over 2023 levels,

raising Deutsche Bank AG In-

dia branches' regulatory capital

to nearly Rs 30,000 crore. Over

the past decade, this capital has

tripled.

 The bank's strategic focus is on

leveraging India's favourable

position amid global trends like

supply chain shifts and

digitisation. "Consequently, we

see enormous potential," said

Alexander von zur Muehlen,

CEO for Asia Pacific and other

regions.

New Delhi, July 15 :

Apple has sued the lead-

ing artificial intelligence

(AI) firm OpenAI and its

hardware chief for alleg-

edly engaging in a coordi-

nated campaign to steal in-

formation about upcoming

products.

The iPhone maker alleged

that OpenAI pushed Apple

employees to divulge in-

formation, components,

drawings and other mate-

rials related to upcoming

products, according to

Apple sues OpenAI
over allegedly stealing tech secrets

multiple reports. In a suit filed in

the Northern District of California,

Apple alleged that Tang Tan, the

chief hardware officer at OpenAI,

encouraged employees to share in-

formation about Apple’s upcoming

products in job interviews.

He worked previously as Apple’s

vice president of product design,

leading development of the iPhone,

smartwatch, AirPods and several

other offerings in the company’s

hardware engineering division. The

suit also named a former iPhone

hardware engineer, Chang Liu, say-

ing he provided materials, said re-

ports. It alleged that Liu developed hard-

ware for OpenAI by illegally accessing

dozens of Apple’s confidential hard-

ware-related files, including volumi-

nous, detailed information about

unreleased products and engineering

presentations, the lawsuit said. Apple

alleged that OpenAI “actively coached”

many employees on how to handle their

exits so that access to secret files is not

lost.

OpenAI dismissed the allegations say-

ing it has “no interest in other compa-

nies’ trade secrets and remains focused

on building innovative technology that

empowers people everywhere.”

SBI Funds Management discloses untrace-
able secretarial records in IPO document
New Delhi, July 15 : SBI Funds Man-

agement Ltd -- which is set to launch

its initial public offering (IPO) next

week -- has disclosed in its Red Her-

ring Prospectus (RHP) that it is unable

to trace certain historical corporate

records and warned that it cannot as-

sure investors that no legal or regula-

tory action will be initiated in the fu-

ture over the missing filings.

"We are unable to trace certain secre-

tarial records, including the form fil-

ings made by our Company and cer-

tain corporate records required to be

maintained by our Company," accord-

ing to the RHP.

According to the IPO document, the

untraceable records include Form 2

relating to the further issue dated June

30, 1992 as well as the offer letters

and allotment letters relating to the

rights issue dated November 7, 1997.

The company said independent prac-

tising company secretaries Manish

Ghia &amp; Associates conducted

searches at the Registrar of Compa-

nies (RoC).

Mumbai, July 15 : The up-

coming Nifty rejig could lead

to estimated inflows of around

$657 million, with BSE Ltd

likely to be included in the

benchmark index, replacing IT

giant Wipro Ltd, a report has

said.  A report by domestic bro-

BSE likely to enter Nifty50
in upcoming rejig, replace Wipro: Report

kerage Axis Capital said the NSE

indices rebalancing announcement

is expected in the second half of

August 2026, with changes effec-

tive from September 30, 2026. The

eligibility assessment is based on

six-month average data for the pe-

riod February 1 to July 31.

Retailers' association seeks CCI
probe into Flipkart over alleged unfair practices
New Delhi, July 15 : The Fo-

rum for Internet Retailers, Sell-

ers and Traders (FIRST) -- an

association of online retailers

under the India SME Forum --

has approached the Competi-

tion Commission of India

(CCI) alleging that Flipkart

engaged in predatory and dis-

criminatory business practices

that distorted competition on

its marketplace, according to a

report.  NDTV Profit reported

that according to the com-

plaint, FIRST alleged that

Flipkart's GST avoidance cre-

ated a pool of nearly Rs 3,000

crore, enabling the Walmart-

owned e-commerce platform

to offer deep discounts and un-

dercut independent sellers.

The retailers' body also alleged

that Flipkart gave preferential

treatment to 33 select sellers,

allowing them to list products

below cost and placing other

marketplace sellers at a com-

petitive disadvantage.

FIRST further claimed that

Flipkart was effectively op-

erating an inventory-led

model despite being permit-

ted to function only as a mar-

ketplace under India's foreign

direct investment (FDI) rules

for e-commerce.

The association has urged the

competition watchdog to in-

vestigate Flipkart, its parent

Walmart, and group compa-

nies Myntra, Ekart and

Cleartrip for alleged viola-

tions of the Competition Act.

However, responding to the

allegations, Flipkart said it

operates in compliance with

all applicable laws and regu-

lations and would cooperate

with any regulatory process,

according to the report.

Mumbai, July 15 : India's

foreign exchange reserves

surged by $7.260 billion to

$674.193 billion in the week

ended July 3, reversing the

decline recorded in the previ-

ous week, according to data

released by the Reserve Bank

of India (RBI) on

Wednesday.The value of

India's gold reserves rose by

$2.669 billion to $105.205

billion during the reporting

week.

India's forex reserves rise
$7.26 billion to $674.193 billion

Adani Group stocks
surge, add Rs 54,381 cr in market cap
New Delhi, July 15 : The

share price of all the compa-

nies in the Adani Group

surged on Wednesday, adding

Rs 54,381.06 crore worth of

wealth to the investors' kitty.

The market cap of Adani

Group companies rose to Rs

16 lakh crore.

Shares of Adani Group com-

panies gained, while the NSE

Nifty 50 recorded the best

session since September 20

and the BSE Sensex since

October 28. The Nifty 50

ended 270.75 points or 1.12

per cent higher at 24,484.05,

and the Sensex closed 901.50

points or 1.13 per cent up at

80,378.13. Earlier on Friday,

Adani Energy Solutions rose 7.48

per cent to Rs 1,090.95 apiece,

while Adani Green Energy rose as

much as 5.46 per cent to Rs

1,733.95 per share. This comes

after Nuvama's forecast that Adani

Energy Solutions could be

added to the MSCI index in the

November rejig. Adani Enter-

prises Ltd. also rose 5.3 per

cent to Rs 3,070 per share and

closed 4.48 per cent higher.
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per cent, highlighting opportu-

nities to strengthen accessibil-

ity, readability and overall us-

ability.

Digital Self-Service was the

strongest dimension at 62.2, up

2 per cent, driven primarily by

advances in multilingual access

and language translation.

The 2025 Digital Government

Index for India evaluated gov-

ernment websites across cus-

tomer experience, site perfor-

mance and digital self-service,

and introduced new assessments

of AI readiness and

personalisation capabilities.
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Imphal/Guwahati, July 15  :

Amidst the ethnic hostilities be-

tween Meitei and Kuki-Zo, the

tribal Thadou community in

Manipur asserted that it is a dis-

tinct ethnic tribe with its own

separate language, culture, tradi-

tions and great history.

“We are not part of the Kuki

community but a separate, inde-

pendent entity from Kuki,” said

the Thadou community.

The Thadou community also

called for peace and non-violent

resolutions to the ethnic conflict

in Manipur.   After a convention

in Guwahati, the tribal community

announced that Thadou is one of

the original 29 native/indigenous

Manipur: Not part
of  Kuki, says Thadou community

tribes of Manipur and they were

recognised as independent Sched-

uled Tribes under the 1956 Presi-

dential Order of the government of

India. Thadous have always been

known and recorded as Thadou,

without any prefix or suffix to it,

and it has been the single largest

tribe in Manipur consistently since

the first census of India in 1881 till

the latest census in 2011.

According to the 2011 census,

Thadou has a population of

2,15,913. The Any Kuki Tribes

(AKT) had a population of 28,342

in Manipur in the latest census

(2011), the first time Kuki was ever

recorded in a census, they said. The

tribal community claimed that they

rejected and condemned all colonial

and post-colonial connotations and

writings that gave rise to the

misidentification of Thadou as Kuki

and the continued imposition of

Kuki on Thadou.

“Today, there is no Kuki other than

the 'Any Kuki Tribes' (AKT), the

fake Kuki tribe (designed for any

people from anywhere in the world)

that came into being fraudulently in

2003 for political reasons,” the

Thadou statement said while de-

manded that the AKT must be re-

moved from the Scheduled Tribes

list of Manipur posthaste “in the

larger interest of the Indian nation

and of the Indigenous/Native

tribes and people”.

Chandigarh, July 15 :

Punjab Agriculture and

Farmers Welfare Department

has sanctioned 21,958 Crop

Residue Management (CRM)

machines to equip the state

farmers with the latest tech-

nology for effective crop resi-

due management.

Punjab Agriculture and

Farmers Welfare Minister

Gurmeet Singh Khudian said

that the farmers have already

procured 14,587 machines so

far this year, bringing the to-

tal to over 1.45 lakh machines

since 2018.

He also highlighted that dur-

ing the current year the Su-

per Seeder machine with

9,010 units procured, is the

Punjab sanctions nearly
22,000 residue management machines

most popular among the Crop

Residue Management (CRM)

machines.

“It is followed by the zero till

drill (1,383), RMB plough

(627), baler (595) and rake

(590) so far,” he said.

He further mentioned that 620

customer hiring centres

(CHCs) have also been estab-

lished across the state so far

to facilitate small and mar-

ginal farmers in accessing

CRM machinery for effective

crop residue management

post-paddy harvesting.

“The state has witnessed a 68

per cent decline in stubble-

burning incidents as of No-

vember 3 this year,” the min-

ister said.

New Delhi, July 15 :  The Cen-

tral government on Wednesday

released Rs 224.5762 crore for

Panchayati Raj Institutions and

Rural Local Bodies in

Chhattisgarh as the first instalment

of Untied Grants of the financial

year 2025-26 under the 15th Fi-

nance Commission.

These funds are meant for 11,279

eligible Gram Panchayats, 138 eli-

gible Block Panchayats and 26

eligible District Panchayats of the

State, the Ministry of Panchayati

Raj said. The government, through

the Ministry of Panchayati Raj and

the Ministry of Jal Shakti, recom-

mends the release of 15th Finance

Commission grants to states for

Panchayati Raj Institutions (PRIs)/

Rural Local Bodies (RLBs),

which is then released by the Min-

istry of Finance. The allocated

grants are recommended and re-

leased in two instalments in a fi-

nancial year. The Untied Grants

will be utilised by Panchayati Raj

Institutions (PRIs)/Rural Local

Bodies (RLBs) for location-spe-

cific felt needs, except for salaries

and other establishment costs.

The Tied Grants can be used for

the basic services of sanitation and

maintenance of ODF status and

supply of drinking water, rainwa-

ter harvesting.

Agartala, July 15 : Tripura Chief Minis-

ter Manik Saha on Wednesday said that the

state government has undertaken various

important schemes for the welfare of

women, and the BJP government also is

giving special attention to the safety of

women in line with ‘Ek Tripura, Shrestha

Tripura’ vision.

Participating in a function at his official

residence on the occasion of ‘Bhai Phota’

the Chief Minister said that with a united

effort “we all have to unite to build an Ek

Tripura, Shrestha Tripura”.

Noting that the BJP government is

prioritising women's protection, Saha said

that the state government has initiated vari-

ous important schemes for the welfare of

Centre releases over
Rs 224 crore to empower rural
local bodies in Chhattisgarh

Undertook various schemes for welfare

& protection of women : Tripura CM
women. The Festival of Bhai Dooj

is being celebrated on Sunday

across the country. This festival is

also known across India by differ-

ent names like Bhai Phota,

Bhaubeej, Bhai Tika or Yama

Dwitiya. The annual function is

celebrated two days after Diwali,

the day marks the end of several

days of festivities in October-No-

vember.

The Chief Minister expressed that

a large number of sisters from

various parts of Tripura came to

his official residence Sunday and

sought blessings for him.

“The sisters prayed that no one

can harm me and that I may have

a long life. I am very happy and

excited. Everyone from Bharatiya

Janata Party's Pradesh Mahila

Morcha to corporators of civic

bodies joined the celebration. I

also pray to God for all of them.

Protecting our sisters and

mothers is one of our duties.

Let us hope that their lives will

be spent happily and their

socio-economic status will im-

prove further,” the Chief Min-

ister said.

Bhopal/Raipur, July 15 :

Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister

Mohan Yadav will participate in

the 26th meeting of the Central

Zonal Council scheduled to be

held in Bastar district of

Chhattisgarh.

The primary purpose of Chief

Minister Yadav's visit to

Jagdalpur is to deliberate on is-

sues concerning the Centre and

states, as well as matters involv-

ing member states, with a view

to resolving them amicably.

The meeting will also focus on

strengthening regional develop-

ment and security coordination

in the central zone, according to

a statement issued by the Chief

Minister’s Office on Wednesday.

CM Mohan Yadav to
participate in Central Zonal
Council meeting in Jagdalpur

Akhilesh Yadav attacks BJP, says criminals
roaming freely under patronage of power
Lucknow, July 15 :  Samajwadi Party (SP) President

Akhilesh Yadav on Wednesday launched a scathing at-

tack on the BJP-led Uttar Pradesh government, alleg-

ing a complete collapse of law and order and claiming

that criminals are operating freely under political pro-

tection.  In a statement, the former Chief Minister said

hooliganism and anarchy have reached alarming lev-

els across the state.

"Criminals are roaming freely under the protection of

those in power, and law and order have completely

collapsed. From ordinary citizens to tourists, everyone

is being harassed, which is continuously tarnishing

Uttar Pradesh’s image at both the national and interna-

tional levels," he said. Akhilesh Yadav alleged that

goons and mafia elements have been given a free hand

under BJP rule, allowing them to overpower the police

and the administrative machinery.

"In some places, weapons are being distributed openly,

in others, tourists are being assaulted, and elsewhere,

women and girls are being harassed.

Chaibasa (Jharkhand), July

15 : In a major crackdown, po-

lice in Chakradharpur of

Jharkhand's West Singhbhum

district have busted a human

trafficking racket and rescued

36 labourers and six minor chil-

dren.  A joint team of the po-

Human trafficking racket busted
in Jharkhand's Chakradharpur; 36 labourers, six minors rescued

lice and the Labour Department

conducted a raid at a hotel and res-

cued the labourers and the minors,

who were allegedly being prepared

to be taken to Gujarat.

The action was taken based on a tip-

off. Police had received information

that a large number of male and fe-

male labourers and children were

being kept at a hotel in

Chakradharpur, and preparations

were underway to send them to an-

other state.          Acting swiftly, the

police formed a special team on the

instructions of the Senior Superin-

tendent of Police.

BJP MLA Pritam Lodhi's son
declared absconding by Gwalior court
Gwalior, July 15 : Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) MLA,

Pritam Lodhi's son, Dinesh

Lodhi, has been declared an

absconder by a special court

in Gwalior in connection with

a case registered under the

Scheduled Castes and Sched-

uled Tribes (Prevention of

Atrocities) Act.  The Special

Court for SC/ST Act cases

passed the order after Dinesh

Tripura jailbreak: 5 officials
suspended, 2 fugitives re-arrested; hunt for 4 others continues
Agartala, July 15 :  The

Tripura government has sus-

pended five officials in connec-

tion with the escape of six in-

mates -- five undertrial prison-

ers and one serving a life term

-- from a jail, officials said on

Wednesday.  With one more fu-

gitive rearrested by the security

forces on Wednesday, so far

two jailbreakers were appre-

hended while an intensive search

is still underway for the second

day on Wednesday to nab the re-

maining four fleeing absconders.

A Jail Department official said

that the Inspector General of Pris-

ons has suspended Dhananjoy

Bhattacharya, Jailor, and Pallab

Kanti Bhowmik, Prashikhan

Jamatia, Mohammad Gedu Mia

and Notan Lodh, all Warders, in

connection with the jailbreak

of six inmates from the

Dharmanagar Sub-Jail in

North Tripura district on

Wednesday morning.

Lodhi repeatedly failed to ap-

pear before it despite the is-

suance of warrants.
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London, July 15 : Kemi

Badenoch was elected the new

Conservative Party leader of

the United Kingdom (UK), be-

coming the first black woman

to lead a major political party

in the country.

Badenoch, former secretary of

state for business and trade,

won 57 per cent of the votes,

beating Robert Jenrick, former

minister of state for immigra-

Washington, July 15 : A

group of 44 California law-

makers has urged the White

House budget office to with-

draw a proposed federal grant

rule, warning that political

control over research funding

could weaken American sci-

ence and hand China a com-

petitive advantage.

Senators Adam Schiff and

Alex Padilla, Congress-

woman Zoe Lofgren and 41

other members of the state’s

congressional delegation

raised the alarm in a letter to

Office of Management and

Budget Director Russell

Vought.

“The proposed rule is a form

of national self-destruction,”

the lawmakers wrote. “Fund-

ing reductions will seriously

weaken the United States’

ability to compete with other

countries.

US grant rule
could hand
China edge: Lawmakers

Bishkek, July 15 : Kyrgyzstan

has taken a series of measures to

crack down on international drug

trafficking, the State Committee

for National Security said.

An international drug trafficking

group has been stopped from

transporting narcotics in the Cen-

tral Asian country, it said on

Wednesday.

A foreign suspect was detained

during an operation in October

with 67.615 kg of narcotics and

methamphetamine seized, the

committee added, Xinhua news

agency reported.

Operational and investigative

measures are currently underway

to identify other individuals in-

volved in the crime, it said.

Kyrgyzstan cracks down on
international drug trafficking

Kemi Badenoch

wins UK's Tory leadership race
tion, the Conservative backbench

1922 Committee Chairman Bob

Blackman said on Wednesday.

The Tory leadership race was trig-

gered by former Prime Minister

Rishi Sunak's announcement of

his intention to resign on July 5

after the Conservatives lost to the

Labour Party in the country's gen-

eral election, Xinhua news agency

reported. On July 29, the 1922

Committee announced six con-

tenders had met the requirements

to enter the leadership race: Rob-

ert Jenrick, Kemi Badenoch,

James Cleverly, Priti Patel, Mel

Stride, and Tom Tugendhat.

The list was whittled down to the

final two through several rounds

of voting among Tory MPs (Mem-

bers of Parliament) before the

Conservative Party members were

asked to cast their votes between

October 15 and 31 to decide the

ultimate winner. Badenoch said in

her victory speech that the Tories

need not only clear "Conservative

pledges that appeal to the British

people," but also "a clear plan

to change this country by

changing the way that govern-

ment works".

Washington, July 15 : India’s

Ambassador to the United

States Vinay Mohan Kwatra

pushed back against concerns

over strains in the US-India re-

lationship, asserting that ties

between the two countries

continue to enjoy strong bipar-

tisan support and are expand-

ing across trade, technology,

defence and critical minerals.

Addressing the Capitol Hill

Summit 2026 organised by the

US-India Friendship Council,

Kwatra said many perceptions

about tensions in the relation-

ship were “not informed by

the actual facts on the

ground”.

“We are natural partners not

because of geography or com-

pulsions of geography, but be-

Ambassador Kwatra
says India-US ties remain strong

cause of our shared values,”

Kwatra said, recalling Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi’s address to

the US Congress.

The ambassador said every US ad-

ministration over the past two de-

cades had built upon the achieve-

ments of its predecessor in

strengthening ties with India.

“If you look at the thread of the

relationship over the previous de-

cades and through the successive

administrations, you will find that

each administration has tried,

sought and successfully built on

the achievements of the previous

administration,” he said.

Kwatra pointed to India’s eco-

nomic transformation since 2014

as a major driver of expanding en-

gagement with Washington.

“One of the drivers, I must point

out, is a set of transforma-

tional journeys that are cur-

rently taking place in India,”

he said. Highlighting eco-

nomic ties, Kwatra noted

that India and the US had set

a target of increasing bilat-

eral trade from about $220

billion annually to $500 bil-

lion by 2030.

He described defence and

security cooperation as one

of the fastest-growing pillars

of the partnership, citing

operational coordination and

renewed long-term defence

frameworks between the two

countries.

United Nations, July 15 : India

has called for an end to economic

embargoes and sanctions, assail-

ing them as barriers to economic

and social development, and in-

fringements on the sovereignty of

nations. “As the world's largest de-

mocracy, India regards

multilateralism as an article of

faith”, Eldos Mathew Punnoose,

a counsellor at India’s Permanent

Mission, told the General Assem-

India calls for end to embargoes,
sanctions that infringe on national sovereignty

bly on Wednesday. Embargoes

and sanctions “impede the

realisation of human rights, in-

cluding the rights to develop-

ment, food, education and

healthcare”, he said.

“We therefore join others in call-

ing for an end to embargoes of

this nature, which constrain the

full enjoyment of economic and

social development by the popu-

lations of affected countries.

Washington, July 15 : The Trump adminis-

tration imposed fresh sanctions on 11 Cuban

officials and three government organisations,

intensifying pressure on Havana over what Sec-

retary of State Marco Rubio described as repres-

sion, security threats and support for foreign in-

telligence and military operations.  In a state-

ment, Rubio said the administration was taking

“decisive action to protect US national security

and deprive Cuba’s communist regime and mili-

tary of access to illicit assets.” The sanctions

were announced under Executive Order 14404

signed by President Donald Trump on May 1,

2026, targeting those “responsible for repres-

sion in Cuba and for threats to United States

national security and foreign policy.” Rubio

said the sanctions covered “11 Cuban regime

US sanctions
11 Cuban officials, agencies

elites and three government

organisations, including govern-

ment officials and military figures

associated with Cuba’s security

apparatus, many of whom are re-

sponsible for or have been involved

in repressing the Cuban people.”

The State Department said the mea-

sures were part of a “compre-

hensive campaign to address

the pressing national security

threats posed by Cuba’s com-

munist regime and hold ac-

countable the regime and those

who provide it material or fi-

nancial support.”

Beijing, July 15 : A total of 95,657 people from

36,279 households in Beijing had been evacuated as

of 5 pm on Wednesday, as authorities intensified

flood-control measures and carried out emergency

relocations in preparation for heavy rainfall.  A new

round of heavy rain began battering the city on Fri-

day, with average precipitation reaching 12 mm from

8 am. to 5 pm, according to the Beijing municipal

flood control office. The heaviest rainfall was re-

corded at a marketplace in the suburban district.

Over 95,000
evacuated as heavy rains hit Beijing

Amman, July 15 : Jordan has

stressed its rejection of at-

tempts to violate its airspace,

following recent incidents of

drones entering and debris

falling within Jordanian ter-

ritory.

Minister of Government

Communication and govern-

Jordan condemns airspace violations following recent drone incidents
ment spokesperson Mohammad

Momani revealed on Wednesday

two recent incidents involving

drones entering Jordanian air-

space in Irbid and Jerash gover-

norates, with debris falling within

Jordanian territory, according to a

statement by the Prime Ministry.

Momani described these incidents

as a security threat that Jordan

addresses through military en-

gagement rules, affirming that all

necessary measures are being

taken to counter such violations,

said the statement, without provid-

ing further details on the incidents.

Momani emphasised that the Jor-

danian army will not hesitate to

enforce engagement rules against

any threat to Jordan's security,

warning that amid escalating re-

gional unrest, Jordan will not

serve as a battleground for any

party and will not permit military

aircraft, missiles, or drones to pass

through its airspace, Xinhua news

agency reported.

Chandigarh, July 15 : In a

breakthrough, Amritsar

Commissionerate Police has

busted a cross-border drug smug-

gling cartel with links to Paki-

stan-based handlers with the ar-

rest of seven accused and recov-

ered 4.075 kg heroin, one kg

methamphetamine, commonly

known as ICE, and one 9mm

Glock pistol from their posses-

sion, said Director General of

Police (DGP) Gaurav Yadav on

Wednesday.  Those arrested have

been identified as Judgebir

Singh, alias Judge (21), of

Jasraur village in Amritsar,

Jaspal Singh, alias Jass (22), of

Ajnala in Amritsar, Anmolpreet

Singh (19) of Lopa village.

Punjab: 4 kg
heroin seized; seven held

Sydney, July 15 : Children younger

than 16 will be banned from riding

electric mobility devices in the Aus-

tralian state of Queensland under

new safety laws announced on

Wednesday. Queensland's state gov-

ernment said on Thursday that it has

accepted, or accepted in principle,

Australian state to ban
under-16s from riding electric mobility devices

all 28 recommendations made by a

parliamentary inquiry into e-mobil-

ity safety, including the under-16

ban. Brent Mickelberg,

Queensland's minister for transport,

said in a statement that the govern-

ment will introduce nation-leading

reforms to parliament within days

to legislate the inquiry's recom-

mendations. Under the new laws,

e-bike and e-scooter riders will

be required to at least hold a

Queensland learner driver's li-

cense, the minimum age for

which is 16, to ensure they have

knowledge of road rules.
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New Delhi, July 15 : The Cen-

tre has moved ahead with plans

to introduce Water Metro services

in 18 cities across the country, with

Guwahati figuring prominently in

the first phase of the ambitious na-

tional rollout aimed at transform-

ing inland waterways into sustain-

able urban transport corridors.

Union Minister for Ports, Shipping,

Centre plans water
metro network across 18 cities

and Waterways Sarbananda

Sonowal on Wednesday said the

Ministry has also circulated the

Draft National Water Metro

Policy, 2026, for inter-ministe-

rial consultations, signalling

the government’s intent to es-

tablish a formal national frame-

work for water-based urban

mobility systems.

Gujarat Congress seeks SC-monitored
probe into Ram Temple Trust 'irregularities'
Vadodara, July 15 : The Congress on Wednes-

day called for a Supreme Court-monitored in-

dependent judicial investigation into alleged ir-

regularities related to the Shri Ram

Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra Trust, demand-

ing the registration of FIRs against those it

claimed were involved and questioning the

Trust's governance and financial transparency.

Addressing a press conference, party national

spokesperson Surendra Rajput alleged that do-

nations and offerings made by devotees for the

construction of the Ram Temple had been mis-

used.

He said the issue was not merely financial but

concerned the faith and trust of lakhs of devo-

tees. "Politics was done in the name of Ram

Mandir, and now there is alleged plunder in the

name of offerings.

The donations collected in the name of Lord

Shri Ram have now also allegedly become vic-

tims of the political plunder of the Bharatiya

Janata Party and the Rashtriya Swayamsevak

Sangh," he said.

He added that devotees across the country de-

served answers. "Today, the same crores of

devotees of Lord Ram are compelled to ask

under whose protection the donations and of-

ferings collected in the name of Lord Shri Ram

were allegedly looted," he said.

Rajput said Lord Shri Ram represented the faith,

culture and moral consciousness of crores of

Indians and noted that "poor

people, farmers, labourers,

women and devotees from

across the country had contrib-

uted their savings, jewellery

and hard-earned money to-

wards the construction of the

temple". Referring to what he

described as developments

within the Shri Ram

Janmabhoomi Teerth Kshetra

Trust, Rajput said that the res-

ignations of former General

Secretary Champat Rai and

trustee Anil Mishra had been

accepted. He also referred to

public statements by the Trust's

Treasurer, Govind Dev Giri;

media reports concerning spe-

cially invited member Gopal

Rao (Gopal Nagarkote); and the

appointment of former

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh

Uttar Pradesh in-charge

Krishnamohan as the Trust's

new General Secretary.

Bhubaneswar, July 15 :  Senior

BJD leader and Deputy Leader of

Opposition Prasanna Acharya on

Wednesday hit out at the Odisha

Government, alleging that the

paddy procurement system in the

state has “completely collapsed”,

pushing farmers into distress sale.

Addressing a press conference,

Acharya said that although the pro-

curement season has begun, most

market yards across Odisha are yet

to open, and the administration is

“unprepared” to purchase paddy

from registered farmers.

“Farmers are in severe distress.

They are unable to sell their pro-

duce at the Minimum Support

Price (MSP).

In many places, even input subsi-

dies are not reaching them,” he al-

leged. Acharya claimed that due to

government apathy.

BJD slams Odisha govt over
collapsed paddy procurement

Buffer zone created around Vancouver gurdwara
as Khalistanis plan to create ruckus during consular camp
Vancouver, July 15 : A 60-

metre buffer zone has been cre-

ated around one of Vancouver's

largest gurdwaras following an

order passed by the British Co-

lumbia Supreme Court as Sikh

extremist groups plan to create

ruckus during a consular camp,

later on Wednesday.

Local media reported that the

authorities at the Ross Street

gurdwara had sought a preemptive

injunction ahead of two consular

camps planned for November 2 and

16, amid growing tensions between

Canada and India that New Delhi

has attributed to "vindictive cam-

paign" unleashed by the govern-

ment led by Canadian Prime Min-

ister Justin Trudeau after the kill-

ing of Khalistani terrorist Hardeep

Singh Nijjar, last year. The Khalsa

Diwan Society, which runs the

gurdwara, said in court documents

that it expects "intense protests" at

the both consular camps which, the

documents submitted in the court

mentioned, are organised every year

and help "seniors of Indian descent

to complete administrative tasks

with the Government of India, pri-

marily in relation to their pen-

sions, without the need for attend-

ing in person at the Indian consu-

late." Designated terrorist Gurpa

twant Singh Pannun founded pro-

Khalistan group Sikhs For Justice

(SFJ) had issued a statement Fri-

day saying it would "counter" the

camps in Vancouver and Surrey.

Mirwaiz spurns NC request
to join Jantar Mantar protest, sets conditions

Surat, July 15 :  Aam Aadmi

Party (AAP) youth leader Shravan

Joshi and his associate Sampat

Chaudhary were arrested by Surat

Police on Wednesday, for alleg-

edly extorting money from ration

shop owners.

Both are currently in police cus-

tody and being interrogated for the

charges.

Shravan Joshi, the general secre-

tary of AAP youth wing, was

booked and subsequently arrested

after a ration shop owner in

Gujarat: AAP youthGujarat: AAP youthGujarat: AAP youthGujarat: AAP youthGujarat: AAP youth
leader among two held for extortion bidleader among two held for extortion bidleader among two held for extortion bidleader among two held for extortion bidleader among two held for extortion bid

Limbayat area of Surat city filed po-

lice complaint against him and his

aide, accusing them of arm-twisting

and threatening him with 'fake' videos.

Ration shop owner Nilesh More told

the police that he was extorted of Rs 1

lakh by the duo, who threatened to

defame him by posting videos of al-

leged theft on social media and also

warning of licence cancellation by the

concerned authorities.

Police are currently questioning other

people to see if more are involved in

the alleged extortion attempt.

Cyber fraud probes: Rajasthan Police
explains online grievance system for frozen accounts

Jaipur, July 15 : In a major re-

lief for citizens whose bank ac-

counts are frozen during inves-

tigations into cyber fraud cases,

the GRM (Grievance Redressal

Mechanism) Module devel-

oped by the Indian Cyber Crime

Coordination Centre (I4C) has

emerged as an effective and

transparent solution.  The sys-

tem has been designed to assist

account holders whose bank ac-

counts have been frozen, placed

under lien or put on hold due to

suspicious transactions identi-

fied during cyber crime inves-

tigations. V.K. Singh, Addi-

tional Director General of Po-

lice (Cyber Crime), said con-

tinuous efforts were being

made to prevent cyber crimes

in the state and provide prompt relief

to victims.

He said the GRM Module, introduced

as part of this initiative, was proving

highly beneficial for the general pub-

lic. Earlier, affected account holders

were often required to make repeated

visits to police stations, banks and ad-

ministrative offices. However, the en-

tire grievance redressal process is now

being conducted online in a transpar-

ent and accountable manner.

The GRM Module is an online griev-

ance redressal system operating un-

der the National Cyber Crime Report-

ing Portal (NCRP) and the Citizen

Financial Cyber Fraud Reporting and

Management System (CFCFRMS).

Its primary objective is to provide re-

lief to genuine account holders whose

accounts have been frozen or placed

under lien during cyber crime inves-

tigations by ensuring an impartial re-

view of their cases. Under the GRM

process, the account holder is first

required to visit the concerned bank

branch and submit an application

seeking the unfreezing of the account

or removal of the lien. The bank then

verifies the applicant’s KYC (Know

Your Customer).

10 THE INDIAN MAIL
www.theindianmail.in

16 JULY 2026

THURSDAY, HYDERABAD NATIONAL NEWS

Srinagar, July 15  :

Kashmir’s senior reli-

gious leader and chief

cleric Mirwaiz Maulana

Umar Farooq on

Wednesday spurned the

request sent to him by

former J&amp;K Chief

Minister Farooq

Abdullah to join the

Jantar Mantar protest,

saying he would join the

protest if it was also for

the resolution of the Kashmir issue

and for the release of incarcerated

separatist leaders and youth. In a

nutshell, the Mirwaiz in his Friday

sermon spurned the offer to join the

Jantar Mantar protest by imposing

his own conditions for the proposed

protest. Mirwaiz Umar Farooq told

the Friday congregation at the Jama

Masjid that he had received an in-

vitation from Farooq Abdullah yes-

terday, requesting that he join the

Jantar Mantar protests.

He said everyone knows how the

Government of India acted unilat-

erally to downgrade J&amp;K and

make it a Union Territory. He added

that all constitutional rights were

snatched from the people and all

constitutional guarantees were

removed, resulting in a situation

in which the entire people of

J&amp;K were disempowered

politically and became weak so-

cially and economically.

MP procures over 87.71 lakh
MT wheat from 12.10 lakh farmers
Bhopal, July 15 : The

Madhya Pradesh government

has procured more than 87.71

lakh metric tonnes of wheat

from over 12.10 lakh farmers

during the ongoing rabi pro-

curement season, the state's

Consumer Protection Minis-

ter Govind Singh Rajput said

on Wednesday. The Minister

said wheat procurement

across the state will continue

till May 23, and the depart-

ment is closely monitoring the

process to ensure farmers do

not face inconvenience at pro-

curement centres.

“Wheat procurement will

continue until May 23, 2026.

The department is monitoring

the process on an hourly ba-

sis to ensure smooth opera-

tions,” Rajput said. According to

the Food Department, a total of

87,71,485 metric tonnes of wheat

has been procured so far from

12,10,785 registered farmers.

The government has also trans-

ported 75,95,792 metric tonnes of

the procured wheat from procure-

ment centres.

The Minister said the state gov-

ernment has taken several steps to

speed up procurement and reduce

waiting time for farmers.

The time for generating weighing

slips has been extended from 6

p.m. to 10 p.m., while the dead-

line for issuing bills has been ex-

tended till midnight.

Procurement is carried out 6 days

a week, Monday to Saturday.

The number of weighing scales at

each procurement centre has also

been increased from four to six.

District administrations have been

authorised to further increase the

number of weighing scales if re-

quired.

“Steps like increasing the number

of weighing scales and extending

timings were taken to avoid delays

for farmers at procurement cen-

tres,” Rajput said.

The state government is procur-

ing wheat at Rs 2,625 per quintal,

which includes the minimum sup-

port price of Rs 2,585 per quin-

tal and a state bonus of Rs 40

per quintal. The Minister said

payments worth Rs 10,19,138

crore have been made to farm-

ers so far under the procure-

ment drive. Among divisions,

Bhopal recorded the highest

procurement at 24,62,136 met-

ric tonnes, followed by Ujjain

at 20,23,374 metric tonnes and

Jabalpur at 9,91,141 metric

tonnes.



Gaza, July 15 : Dismantling the

UN agency for Palestine refugees

without a viable alternative will

deprive Palestinian children of the

opportunity to receive education,

the agency said.

The United Nations Relief and

Works Agency for Palestine Refu-

gees in the Near East (UNRWA)

was providing education to more

than 300,000 children in Gaza

until October 2025, half of the

school-age children who are now

losing their second year of school,

Philippe Lazzarini, Commis-

sioner-General of UNRWA, said

on Wednesday on social media

platform X.

Lazzarini added that there are

about 50,000 children in the West

Bank studying in UNRWA

schools, noting that UNRWA is

the only UN agency that provides

Moscow, July 15 : In a

tongue-in-cheek gesture amid

its growing tensions with its

western neighbours, the Rus-

sian Foreign Ministry has re-

named its Department of Eu-

ropean Cooperation as the De-

partment of European Prob-

lems (DEP) - on its website.

The changes to the structural

Dismantling UNRWA deprives

Palestinian children of education: Agency chief
education directly through its

schools, Xinhua news agency re-

ported.

"Our schools are the only edu-

cation system in the region that

includes a human rights program

and follows the standards and

values of the United Nations.

Without education, children

slide into despair, poverty, and

extremism," he said.

Lazzarini noted that instead of

focusing on banning UNRWA or

finding alternatives to it, the fo-

cus should be on reaching an

agreement that ends the regional

conflict.

The Israeli Parliament passed on

October 28 two legislations to

prohibit UNRWA from operating

in the country and ban Israeli au-

thorities from any contact with

the agency.

Tokyo, July 15 : The Japanese

government is unlikely to

present its planned

cybersecurity bill by the end of

this year due to political uncer-

tainties following the recent

general election, local media

reported, citing government

sources.

Initially intended for the au-

tumn parliamentary session, the

proposed bill aimed to enhance

Japan's cybersecurity by intro-

ducing "active cyber defense"

measures, including monitoring

and disrupting potential cyber

threats to protect government

and critical infrastructure,

Xinhua news agency reported

on Wednesday. Despite an ex-

pert panel issuing an interim

report on strengthening

cybersecurity in August.

Japan delays
cybersecurity bill
amid political
uncertainties : Media

Washington, July 15 :

Former US Ambassador to

India Richard Verma warned

that recent trade disputes,

visa restrictions and rising

anti-Indian sentiment in the

United States had created

new strains in the US-India

relationship, even as he de-

scribed the partnership as

one of the most consequen-

tial in the world.

Speaking at the Capitol Hill

Summit 2026 organised by

the US-India Friendship

Former US Ambassador flags
challenges in US-India ties amid trade, visa concerns

Council, Verma said ties between

Washington and New Delhi had

witnessed “exceptional growth”

over the past 25 years, but cau-

tioned that the relationship was

now entering a more uncertain

phase.

“I’d say the system is flashing a

bit yellow,” Verma said.

Verma, who also served as Deputy

Secretary of State, said no other

bilateral relationship had ex-

panded as rapidly as US-India ties

since 2000.

“It would be hard for me to think

of another bilateral relation-

ship between the year 2000

and the year 2025 that has

grown as much and as deep

as the US and India,” he said.

Tracing the evolution of the

partnership, Verma recalled

that relations had hit a low

point during the 1970s and

again after India’s 1998

nuclear tests, before under-

going a dramatic transforma-

tion beginning with Presi-

dent Bill Clinton’s India visit

in 2000.

‘Department of European Problems’: Russian Foreign Ministry renames key wing
diagram on the ministry’s

webpage were made earlier this

week but only reported by Russian

media on the weekend, as per RT.

However, notwithstanding the re-

naming, the department, which

deals with matters of "interna-

tional European organisations”

such as the OSCE (Organisation

for Security and Co-operation in

Europe), the Council of Europe,

the EU, and NATO, will do the

same work as before.

However, the department renam-

ing has only been done on the

Foreign Ministry's Russian ver-

sion and the department's name

remains the same on the English,

French, and German versions.

Russia's relations with most Eu-

ropean countries and

organisations have deteriorated

since 2014 since the change of

regime in Ukraine and its take-

over of Crimea, and gotten only

worse since the conflict began

with Ukraine in February 2022,

in which the EU has been sup-

porting Kiev with weapons and

funds.

India can’t avoid
global responsibility: US Congressman
Washington, July 15 : US Con-

gressman Ro Khanna said India

must increasingly act like a glo-

bal power and take on greater in-

ternational responsibilities as it

rises economically and strategi-

cally on the world stage.

Speaking at the Capitol Hill Sum-

mit 2026 organised by the US-In-

dia Friendship Council, Khanna

said India’s growing influence

carried obligations beyond re-

gional politics and economic

growth.

“India has to decide who it wants

to be as it enters this place of

world leadership,” Khanna said

during a panel discussion on de-

fence, technology and energy co-

operation. “You can’t say you

want to be a world leader, but then

shrink away from responsibility.”

Khanna specifically pointed to the

Ukraine conflict, arguing that In-

dia could play a constructive dip-

lomatic role because of its

longstanding ties with Russia.

“I’ve been very vocal in India as

well as here that India can play a

very constructive role in helping

bring the war in Ukraine to an

end,” he said. “It has lines of com-

munications with Russia.”

Noting that India historically

sought to maintain a non-aligned

position in global affairs,

Khanna suggested the geopoliti-

cal realities of the 21st century

required New Delhi to take

clearer positions on international

crises. “India has its own aspira-

tions,” Khanna said. “Fastest

growing economy in the world.

It has to decide who it wants to

be.” Despite recent tensions over

tariffs and trade policies under

President Donald Trump’s ad-

ministration, Khanna said the

broader strategic logic of the US-

India relationship remained un-

changed. “Nothing fundamen-

tally has changed about our long-

term strategic interest,” he said.

Khanna argued that both Demo-

crats and Republicans in Con-

gress continued to strongly sup-

port closer engagement with In-

dia, particularly on defence,

technology and Indo-Pacific se-

curity cooperation.

At the same time, he criticised

what he described as anti-Indian

voices within sections of the

Trump administration.

Natural ally: Congressman Tim Moore backs stronger US-India partnership
Washington, July 15 : US Con-

gressman Tim Moore described

India as a “natural ally” of the

United States and called for

deeper cooperation in technol-

ogy, energy and advanced manu-

facturing between the two de-

mocracies.  Speaking at the Capi-

tol Hill Summit 2026 organised

by the US-India Friendship

Council, Moore said North

Carolina’s growing Indian

American community and ex-

panding business ties with India

had reinforced his belief in the

long-term importance of the re-

lationship. “India and the United

States are joined together as two

democracies,” Moore said. “In-

dia is absolutely one of the prime

countries to do that with.” Moore,

a Republican representing North

Carolina’s 14th Congressional

District, said his state had seen sig-

nificant economic gains from In-

dian investment and talent, par-

ticularly through universities and

technology industries in the Re-

search Triangle region.

“Indian American companies have

invested over $1 billion in North

Carolina,” he said, adding that the

partnership had created thousands

of jobs in the state.

The congressman said sectors

such as artificial intelligence, data

centres, energy infrastructure and

advanced manufacturing offered

major opportunities for future US-

India cooperation.

“The growth in STEM has been a

natural home to so many,” Moore

said. He particularly highlighted

nuclear energy and small modu-

lar reactor technology as promis-

ing areas for collaboration be-

tween Washington and New

Seoul, July 15 : Israeli forces

have seized a humanitarian aid

flotilla carrying a South Korean

activist headed for the Gaza

Strip, a civic group said Wednes-

day.

According to the group advocat-

ing for Palestinian liberation, the

Kyriakos X boat carrying activ-

ist Kim Dong-hyeon was inter-

cepted late Wednesday.

Israeli forces seize humanitarian
aid flotilla carrying
South Korean activist: Civic group

US Senator Daines calls
India one of America's most important partners
Washington, July 15 : US Re-

publican Senator Steve Daines

described India as one of

America’s most important geo-

political partners and stressed

that trust between the two de-

mocracies would be critical for

the future of the relationship.

Addressing the Capitol Hill Sum-

mit 2026 organised by the US-

India Friendship Council, Daines

said the United States and India

shared strategic interests that ex-

tended far beyond trade and di-

plomacy. “We didn’t need this

kind of friction, in my opinion,

with one of the geopolitically

most important relations we

have, and that’s between the

United States and India,” Daines

said. The senator from Montana,

who serves on the Senate Foreign

Relations Committee, spoke at

length about the importance of

trust in international partnerships,

citing former US Secretary of

State George Shultz. “George

Shultz once said, when trust was

in the room, good things hap-

pened. When trust was not in the

room, good things did not hap-

pen,” Daines said.

Delhi. “My belief is that nuclear

power actually solves this prob-

lem a lot for both countries,”

Moore said. “India is a natural

partner on that.”Moore said both

India and the United States faced

rising energy demands because of

expanding economies and grow-

ing artificial intelligence infra-

structure. “We can’t, as Ameri-

cans, afford to fall behind in any

kind of technological advance-

ment,” he said. “Right now AI is

that thing.” The congressman also

praised the role of Indian Ameri-

cans in North Carolina, saying the

community had contributed sig-

nificantly to the state’s economic

and educational growth.
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Shubman Gill closes in on
No. 1 spot in ODI rankings after
match-winning knock against England
Dubai, July 15: India captain Shubman Gill

moved a step closer to becoming the world's

No. 1 ODI batter after his match-winning 80

against England in the opening ODI at

Edgbaston earned him a 12-point gain in the

latest ICC Men's ODI Batting Rankings, leav-

ing him just 11 rating points behind top-

ranked Daryl Mitchell. Gill returned to India's

ODI squad alongside Jasprit Bumrah, Rohit

Sharma, and Virat Kohli after the T20I se-

ries. He led India's chase before retiring hurt

on 80 runs off 75 balls, which included 11 fours

and a six. His performance helped India break

a tough streak that included a 4-0 loss in a

four-match T20I series to England and a his-

toric 2-0 T20I defeat of Ireland. Mitchell re-

mains at the top of the rankings after scoring

93 runs in the first two ODIs against the West

Indies, creating an exciting competition for the

No. 1 ranking between the two batters.

Bumrah made an immediate impact on his re-

turn to ODI cricket after 968 days out. He took

1/31 against England and climbed to 24th in

the ICC ODI Bowling Rankings. India's chase

briefly faltered after Gill's injury, but Axar

Patel (57 not out off 52) and Washington

Sundar (52 not out off 63) led the team home

with an unbeaten century partnership.

Japan Open: Lakshya, Ayush, Unnati bow
out, India's men's singles campaign ends
Tokyo, July 15: India's hopes in the men's singles

draw at the Japan Open 2026 came to an abrupt end

on Wednesday after Lakshya Sen and Ayush Shetty

were both eliminated in their opening-round matches

at the BWF Super 750 tournament, while Unnati

Hooda also exited the women's singles competition.

Lakshya, seeded among the tournament's leading con-

tenders by virtue of his world No. 14 ranking, was

unable to counter home favourite Koki Watanabe, who

secured a comfortable 21-16, 21-14 victory in front

of the Japanese crowd at the Tokyo Metropolitan

Gymnasium. The Indian found himself chasing the

contest from the outset as Watanabe established com-

manding leads at the mid-game intervals in both sets.

Despite attempting to claw his way back, Lakshya

failed to shift the momentum and the Japanese shuttler

wrapped up the match in just 38 minutes. The defeat

also handed Watanabe his third victory in seven meet-

ings against the Indian.

Ben Stokes returns for Durham
after England retirement, set for first
one-day appearance in 12 years
New Delhi, July 15: Former England cap-

tain Ben Stokes is set to make his competi-

tive return to cricket when he turns out for

Durham against Derbyshire in the opening

round of the One-Day Cup, marking his first

appearance since retiring from international

cricket last month.  The 35-year-old all-

rounder, who surprised everyone with his

retirement from international cricket dur-

ing England's third Test against New

Zealand, will return to domestic one-day

cricket on the same day the new version of

The Hundred starts. Stokes missed the sec-

ond Test against New Zealand while an in-

vestigation took place into an incident at a

London nightclub. During that time away

from the England team, he played for

Durham in the County Championship

against Northamptonshire. He later admit-

ted that this experience reignited his love for

the game. "Being back at Durham, when I

wasn't playing in the second Test, I found a

new lease of life for the game, but unfortu-

nately I just couldn't get that feeling back,"

Stokes said in a quote from BBC Sport.

England must look to try extra
fast bowler ahead of ODI World Cup, says Stuart Broad
Birmingham, July 15  : Former

England fast bowler Stuart Broad

has urged the national team to

immediately start playing an ex-

tra fast seamer to build necessary

pace and depth ahead of the next

ODI World Cup, warning that

their 50-over flaws have been

thoroughly exposed in their first

ODI defeat to India.

 Broad's comments came after In-

dia registered a comprehensive

six-wicket victory over England at

Edgbaston to take a 1-0 lead in the

three-match series.

The defeat leaves Harry Brook’s

side languishing at eighth spot in

the ODI rankings. Though En-

gland recovered from a precari-

ous 80/5 to post 258, courtesy

of Joe Root's unbeaten 76 and

Liam Dawson's maiden ODI

half-century, the target proved

to be insufficient as Shubman

Gill's masterful 80 along with

fifties from Axar Patel and

Washington Sundar took the

visitors home. It didn’t help

England that they were playing

only Jofra Archer and Josh

Tongue as their fast bowling

options.

FIFA WC: Rodri praises
‘sensational’ Yamal, criticises officiating
after Spain’s semi-final triumph
Texas, July 15 : Spain midfielder Rodri

hailed teenage winger Lamine Yamal for

his selfless display in the FIFA World Cup

semi-final against France while also call-

ing for greater protection from match of-

ficials after La Roja secured a 2-0 victory

to reach the final.

Although Spain booked their place in the

title clash with a composed performance,

Rodri voiced his concern over the repeated

challenges on the 19-year-old Barcelona

star, saying referees need to intervene more

consistently to prevent defenders from tar-

geting creative players. “What is clear is

that we have been dealing with this situa-

tion of the number of fouls for three games

now,” Rodri told TVE after the match as

quoted by Goal.com. “I understand that

some might not be fouls.

Kuldeep is a match-winner, deserves
more backing from team management, says Ashwin
New Delhi, July 15 : Former In-

dia off-spinner Ravichandran

Ashwin has strongly questioned

the team management's handling

of Kuldeep Yadav and has urged

them to give the left-arm wrist

spinner more opportunities in the

lead-up to the 2027 ODI World

Cup.  In the six-wicket win over

England at Edgbaston, India

picked finger-spin bowling all-

rounders Axar Patel and Wash-

ington Sundar ahead of

Kuldeep. “In this Indian team,

I will say this again. Both fin-

ger-spinning all-rounders will

not fit into the combination for

the 2027 World Cup.


