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The changes made by the gov-
ernment in taxation of debt in-
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Inramma houses must be
completed according tothg action plan
 Ditrict Colletor Garima Agrawal

District Collector Garima Agrawal
directed officials to complete the
construction of Indiramma houses
in accordance with... 02

FIFAWC My head is a it fuzzy
withdisappointment, says Bellingham

after semifinal hearthreak

England midfielder Jude
Bellingham admitted he was 'gut-
ted' after the Three Lions suffered
a heartbreaking 2-1... 1 2

Hyderabad, July 16 : The
historic Golconda Fort came
alive with spiritual fervour
and vibrant colours on Thurs-
day, marking the grand com-
mencement of the month-
long Ashada Bonalu festival.
The celebration began with
the traditional presentation of
the first bonam to the deity
at the Sri Jagadambika
3 temple atop the fort. Minis-

ter for Forest, Environment and
Endowments Konda Surekha par-
ticipated in the inaugural celebra-
tions of the Golconda Fort Sri
Jagadambika Ammavari Bonalu
festival at Langar Houz Crossroads
in Hyderabad. The Minister was
accorded a grand welcome with tra-
ditional Purna Kumbha by temple
priests amid Vedic chants upon her
arrival at the venue. Along with
Hyderabad in-charge Minister

Golconda Bonalu begins with traditional fervour

Ponnam Prabhakar, she offered
silk clothes to the presiding deity.
Marking the commencement of
the Bonalu festivities, the Minis-
ters participated in the traditional
rituals by offering the first Bonam
to the goddess and fulfilling their
vows amidst the thythmic beats of
drums, performances by
Pothurajus, devotional dances by
Shiva Sattulu, and vibrant cultural
programmes presented by artists.

Sitarama project to be
completed on priority: Bhatti

Hyderabad, July 16 : Deputy
Chief Minister Bhatti
Vikramarka made it clear that
the People's government is
moving forward with special
focus on maximising the
utilisation of the waters flow-
ing in the Godavari River
through both gravity and lift
irrigation.

Governor Nazeer calls on Pawan Kalyan

Hyderabad, July 16 : Andhra
Pradesh Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Pawan Kalyan has been suf-
fering from shoulder pain for
some time. It is well known that
he underwent surgery on his
right shoulder (rotator cuff) at
the Kokilaben Dhirubhai
Ambani Hospital in Mumbai.

He was speaking to the media af-
ter conducting a field-level in-
spection of the Sitarama Lift Ir-
rigation Scheme and the
Seethamma Sagar multipurpose
project in Bhadradri
Kothagudem district on Thurs-
day, along with Ministers Uttam
Kumar Reddy and Ponguleti
Srinivasa Reddy.

Following the surgery, Pawan is
currently resting at his residence
in Hyderabad. Against this back-
drop, AP Governor Justice Abdul
Nazeer called on Deputy CM
Pawan Kalyan on Thursday. The
Governor visited Pawan's resi-
dence in Hyderabad to inquire
about his health condition. He ad-

Minister Srihari received 100+ public petitions at Gandhi Bhavan ‘face-to-face’ prog

Hyderabad, July 16 : Telangana Minister for Ani- taining to Indiramma housing, land disputes,
mal Husbandry, Youth Services and Sports Vakiti and grievances of employees and students.
Srihari on Thursday received over 100 public repre- The minister said the Congress government
sentations during a 'Face-to-Face' programme here was committed to ensuring justice for every
at Gandhi Bhavan, directing the officials to take im- eligible citizen and that the outreach
mediate action on grievances after speaking to them programme was aimed at providing quick
over the phone. The petitions covered issues per- solutions to public issues.

KTR-_;IIIe‘c‘]es Congress
betrayed every section of society

Hyderabad, July 16 : Bharat Rashtra

Samithi working president K.T. Rama Rao
said the Congress government has completely
lost the confidence of the people and will be
remembered in history as a government that

vised him to strictly follow the doctors'
instructions and expressed the hope that
he would recover quickly and resume his
duties in full health. Governor Nazeer
also visited the library at Pawan's resi-
dence and examined several books there.
He discussed works by authors, scholars,
and public policy experts. At Pawan's re-
quest, the Governor autographed a book.

= A >

Amaravati, July 16: Former
Chief Minister and YSR Con-
gress Party President Y.S. Jagan
Mohan Reddy said governance
in Andhra Pradesh has com-
pletely collapsed wunder
Chandrababu Naidu and di-
rected YSRCP MPs to strongly

- ‘N
Jagan asks YSRCP MPs to raise public issues in Parliament

raise people's issues, corruption,
illegal cases, farmer distress, em-
ployee problems, rising debt and
scams in both Houses of Parlia-
ment during the Monsoon Session
beginning July 20. Jagan chaired
the YSR Congress Parliamentary
Party meeting at the party's cen-

PM to inaugurate redeveloped
Hi-Tech city Railway Station Virtually

Hyderabad, July 16 : Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will inaugurate the redevel-
oped Hi-Tech City Railway Station in
Hyderabad through video conferencing on
Friday as part of the nationwide inaugura-
tion of 75 railway stations under the Amrit
Bharat Station Scheme. During his visit to
Haryana, Chandigarh and Punjab.

tral office in Tadepalli to discuss the strat-
egy to be adopted in Parliament. The
meeting was attended by YSRCP Parlia-
mentary Party leader and Rajya Sabha
MP V.Y. Subba Reddy, Rajya Sabha MPs
Meda Raghunath Reddy and Golla
Baburao, YSRCP floor leader in Lok
Sabha Peddireddy Mithun Reddy.

invited massive public resentment even be-
fore completing half of its term.

He alleged that the Congress had trans-
formed itself into a deceitful government by
failing to implement the promises it made
before the elections and betraying every sec-
tion of society. That is precisely why every
section of the people is now strongly oppos-
ing the Congress government, he said.

YSROP govt's vendetta
drove away Amara Raja project o

Amaravati, July 16 :Andhra
Pradesh Minister for Education, IT
and Electronics Nara Lokesh on
Thursday expressed regret over the
treatment meted out to the Amara
Raja Group during the previous
YSRCP government, alleging
Andhra Pradesh had lost a historic
industrial opportunity due to the
"harassment and intimidation" faced
by one of its most respected home-
grown enterprises. Reacting to the
inauguration of Amara Raja's new
Customer Qualification Plant at the
Divitipalli Giga Corridor in
Telangana's Mahabubnagar district,
Minister Lokesh said Andhra
Pradesh owed an apology to Amara
Raja Chairman Galla Jayadev and
his family. "Over four decades,
Amara Raja has been more than just
one of Andhra Pradesh's greatest in-
dustrial success stories.
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Indiramma houses must be completed according to the action plan : District Collector Garima Agrawal

Rajanna Sircilla, July 16 : Dis-
trict Collector Garima Agrawal
directed officials to complete the
construction of Indiramma
houses in accordance with the
action plan, inspect progress at

ficials must not
show negligence in
the sanctioning
process and or-
dered them to en-
sure that houses.

Indiramma house construction and
the “Vana Mahotsavam’ (tree-plant-
ing festival). The Collector inquired
about the construction status across
all mandals, as well as in the Sircilla
and Vemulawada municipalities.

the field level, and accelerate the
pace of work. On Thursday, she
held a teleconference with Housing
Department officials, municipal
commissioners, MPDOs, and other
officials to review the progress of

Housing Department officials and
MPDOs briefed the Collector on the
number of houses sanctioned, those
currently under various stages of
construction, and those already
completed. She emphasized that of-

SHRIRAM FINANCE LIMITED

SHHIHAM (Formerly Known as Shriram Transport Finance Company Limited)

Fi Registered Office: Sri.Towers, Plot No.14A, South Phase, Industrial
QEHEE]  Estate, Guindy, Chennai-600032 Administrative office: 6t

Floor({level 2), Building No.Q2, Aurum Q parc, Gen 4/1,TTC, Thane Belapur Road, Ghansoli, Navi Mumbai-400710.
Authorized OfficerAddress: , Wyra Road, SBI Building, Khammam- 507001

SYMBOLIC POSSESSION NOTICE

Where as, the undersigned being the authorised officer of Shriram Finance Limited, (Formerly
know as Shriram City Union Finance Limited, amalgamated with Shriram Transport Finance Company
Limited, subsequently Shriram Transport Company Limited name Changed as Shriram Finance
Limited, by it's Incorporation dt.30-11-2022) under the provisions of the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (said Act) and in
exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(12) of the said Act read with Rule 3 of the Security
Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 (said Rules) issued demand notices to the Borrowers details of
which are mentioned in the table below to repay the amount mentioned in the said demand notices.
The Borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrowers and the
public in general that the undersigned has taken Symbolic Possession of the property described
herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read
with rule 8 of the said Rules, on this 13™ day of July 2026.

Borrower Name and Address

1) Bala Saidulu Mamidi, S/0 Mamidi Narsaiah , Age:30yrs ,Occu:Sri Hanuman Eng Works At
Kusumanchi , RIO:H.No.4-81 Nadigudem(M) , Tripuraram , Nalgonda Dt. (Borrower No.1) 2) Mallula
Dinesh, S/0 Anantha Kumar , Age:30yrs , Occu: M/S Venkatasai Granites, R/0:H.No.8-3-22 | UPH
Colony , Khanapuram Haveli , Khammam. (Coborrower/Guarantor No.1.)

Amount due as per Demand Notice : Rs. 20,24,534/- (Rupees Twenty Lakh Twenty Four
Thousand Five Hundred Thirty Four Only )

Description of Property

YLNDUTF1709260009- Description Of the Immovable Property Property Holder Name:
Mamidi Bala Saidulu With Document No: 6103/2017 The RCC Roof S.F.T.51 And ACC Sheet
Roof S.F.T.30 House Bearing G P H.No. 6-39 Along With In Vacant Site Admeasuring To An Extent
Of 559.00 Sq.Yards Or Equivalent To 467.324 Sq.Mtrs. In And Out Of Sy.No.322 Situated At
Tripuravaram Revenue Village And G.P Ananthagiri Mandal, Suryapet Dist. Boundaries: North:

ogovt over rising power outages, coal shortages

Hyderabad, July 16 :
Former minister and BRS

causing immense hardship to
farmers, students, traders and

quent power disruptions.
Harish Rao alleged that the crisis

According to Harish Rao, ma-
jor thermal power stations, in-

House Of Kanduru Marsi Reddy. South: House Of Meera Saheb, East: Land Of Veligireddy : : T 1 - 1
Venkataiah . West: G.P Road deputy floor leader T. Harish  people from all sections of soci- was entirely man-made and cludln.g Kothaggdem,
This notice is also hereby to caution the general public at large that the authorized officer of SFL Rao on WedneSday accused ety. blamed the COIlgl‘CSS government Kakatlya’ Bhadradri and

is in the lawful Symbolic Possession of the immovable property mentioned herein above and the
Borrowers or any person shall not after receipt of this notice transfer by way of sale, lease or
otherwise deal with/ alienate any of the above mentioned secured assets referred to in this notice,
without prior written consent of SFL.

Date:13-07-2026, Place:Khammam.

the Congress government of
pushing Telangana towards
a severe power crisis due to
its lack of foresight and fail-
ure in governance.

Addressing a press confer-
ence at Telangana Bhavan,
he said unannounced power
cuts had become a daily oc-
currence across the State,

Harish Rao said that during the
BRS government, uninterrupted
power supply had become the
norm, whereas under the Congress
government, uninterrupted elec-
tricity itself had become news. He
pointed out that farmers staged
protests in front of electricity sub-
stations in 11 districts on Monday,
expressing their anger over fre-

for its failure to maintain adequate
coal stocks for thermal power sta-
tions. He recalled that the BRS
had repeatedly warned the govern-
ment, through presentations and
supporting data, that thermal
plants were facing a serious short-
age of coal despite the
government’s claim that 40 lakh
tonnes of coal were available.

Yadadri, have coal reserves suf-
ficient for only six to seven
days. He said power generation
had already stopped in Units 1
and 4 of the Yadadri Thermal
Power Plant due to coal short-
ages, while generation at the
Bhadradri Thermal Power Sta-
tion had also been affected be-
cause of poor maintenance.

Sd/- Authorised Officer, Shriram Finance Limited

SHRIRAM FINANCE LIMITED
(Formerly Known as Shriram Transport Finance Company Limited)
Registered Office: Sri.Towers, Plot No.14A, South Phase, Industrial

Estate, Guindy, Chennai-600032 Administrative office: 6"

SHRIRAM

Finance
Floor({level 2), Building No.Q2, Aurum Q parc, Gen 4/ 1, TTC, Thane Belapur Road, Ghansoli, Navi Mumbai-4007 10.

Authorized OfficerAddress: Wyra Road, SBI Building, Khammam- 507001.

SYMBOLIC POSSESSION NOTICE

Where as, the undersigned being the authorised officer of Shriram Finance Limited, (Formerly
know as Shriram City Union Finance Limited, amalgamated with Shriram Transport Finance Company
Limited, subsequently Shriram Transport Company Limited name Changed as Shriram Finance
Limited, by it's Incorporation dt.30-11-2022) under the provisions of the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (said Act) and in
exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(12) of the said Act read with Rule 3 of the Security
Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 (said Rules) issued demand notices to the Borrowers details of
which are mentioned in the table below to repay the amount mentioned in the said demand notices.
The Borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrowers and the
public in general that the undersigned has taken Symbolic Possession of the property described
herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read
with rule 8 of the said Rules, on this  08™ day of July 2026.

Borrower Name and Address

SHRIRAM FINANCE LIMITED

SHH'HAM Registered Office: Sri.Towers, Plot No.14A, South Phase, Industrial
Estate, Guindy, Chennai-600032, Administrative office: 6" Floor
] Financa (level 2), Building No.Q2, Aurum Q parc, Gen 4/1, TTC, Thane Belapur
Road, Ghansoli, Navi Mumbai-400710.

SYMBOLIC POSSESSION NOTICE
Where as, the undersigned being the authorised officer of Shriram Finance Limited, (Shriram City
Union Finance Limited, amalgamated with Shriram Transport Finance Company Limited, subsequently
Shriram Transport Company Limited name Changed as Shriram Finance Limited, by it's Incorporation
Certificate dt.13-11-2022) a corporate body registered and incorporated as a company under the

Every student
must achieve their goal

1) Nageswara Rao Bandaru, S/0 Ramachandra Rao, Age: 50 Years, Occ: Sri Venkateshwara
Medical & General Stores, T.B. Road, Nandigama, Krishna, # 1-202, Main Road, Ambarupeta,
Nandigama (Vill&Mdl), Krishna (Dist). (Borrower No.1) 2) Divakar Sunkara, S/O Venkatrao, Age:
54 Years, Occ: Rupa Car Travels, Nadigama, # 15-241, Sunkara Vari Street, Nandigama, Krishna
(Dist). (Coborrower/Guarantor No.1.)

Amount due as per Demand Notice : Rs. 56,52,526/- (Rupees Fifty Six Lakh Fifty Two Thousand

Indian companies Act 1956, is doing Non-Banking financial activiies, having its Registered Office:
Sri Towers, Plot No.14A, South Phase, Industrial Estate, Guindy, Chennai — 600 032 and having its
administrative office at 6th Floor (level 2), Building No.Q2, Aurum Q Parc, Gen 4/1, TTC, Thane
Belapur Road, Ghansoli, Navi Mumbai-400710, under the provisions of the Securitisation and
Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002 (said Act) and in
exercise of powers conferred under Section 13(12) of the said Act read with Rule 3 of the Security
Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 (said Rules) issued demand notices to the Borrowers details of

Five Hundred Twenty Six Only ) which are mentioned in the table below to repay the amount mentioned in the said demand notices.
The Borrowers having failed to repay the amount, notice is hereby given to the Borrowers and the
public in general that the undersigned has taken Symbolic Possession of the property described
herein below in exercise of powers conferred on him/her under Section 13(4) of the said Act read

with rule 8 of the said Rules, on this 13" July, 2026.
Borrower Name and Address

1) Shaik Shasher Pasha @ Alias Shaik Shamsher Pasha @ Alias Shamsheer Pasha @ Alias
Shaik Shamseed Pasha, S/0: Nanne Pasha, Age: 46 Years, Occ: Self Employee, R/O: H No: 3-88/
1, Main Road, Kotha Gundlapally Village, M Yadagirigutta Mandal, Yadadri-Bhongiri Dist, Pincode:
508115, B/O: Proprietor Of" Bharath Washing Center, Yadagirigutta V&M, Yadadri-Bhongiri Dist,
508115. 2) Shaik Shameem Sulthana, W/O: Shaik Shamsheer Pasha, Age: 39 Years, Occ: Self
Employee, R/O: H No: 3-88/1, Main Road, Kotha Gundlapally Village, Yadagirigutta Mandal, Yadadri-
Bhongiri Dist, Pincode: 508115, B/O: Proprietor Of" Kiranam&Genral Store, Gundlapally Village,
Yadagirigutta Mandal, Yadadri-Bhongiri Dist, 508115. 3) Mahmood Sirajuddin @Alias Mohammed
Sirajuddin, 5/0: Mohammed Haneef, Age: 62 Years, Self Employee, R/O: Hno: 5-3-82, Housing
Board Colony, Ward No.19, Bhongiri Village And Mandal, Yadadri -Bhongiri Dist, Pincode: 508118,
BIO: Proprietor Of' Bharath Washing Center”, Bhongiri Village And Mandal, Yadadri-Bhongiri Dist-
508116. (Borrowers/Co-Borrower [Guarantors/Legal Heirs)

Description of Property

MDHR1TF1208310016- Description Of the Immovable Property property Holder Name:
Nageswara Rao Bandaru With Document No: 3045/2012 RCC Building With House Site To An
Extent Of Ac. 0-09 Cents |.E..435.6 Sq. Yards In Revenue Sy. No.65/1A, Situated At Ambarupeta
Village, Nandigama Mandal Of Krishna District , Is Bounded By: North: Bazar, South: Land Of
llapati Nagaiah, East: Land Of Kaleti Subbarao, West: Land Of Mannem Vijaya Kumar

This notice is also hereby to caution the general public at large that the authorized officer of SFL
is in the lawful Symbolic Possession of the immovable property mentioned herein above and the
Borrowers or any person shall not after receipt of this notice transfer by way of sale, lease or
otherwise deal with/ alienate any of the above mentioned secured assets referred to in this notice,
without prior written consent of SFL.

Date:08-07-2026, Place:Khammam.

Rajanna Sircilla (Vemulawada), July 16 :
District Collector Garima Agrawal expressed
her hope that students would make the best use
of'the facilities provided by the government and
achieve their desired goals. She attended a uni-
form distribution program as the chief guest at

Sd/- Authorised Officer, Shriram Finance Limited

Possession Notice (For Immovable Property) Rule 8-(1)

y : : - e : : - . : . Amount due as per Demand Notice: Rs. 22,40,412/- (Rupees Twenty Two Lakhs Forty Thousand
Whereas, the undersigned being the Authorized Officer of IIFL Home Finance Limited (Formerly known as India Infoline Housing Financd Amount due as per Demand Notice: (B
Lifml_; (IIFL-HFLf] under%he Sm?u?tisanaan 2§rsd Reconsuuduo; nfl FinasncialAssels and Enrnrnementngecug Interest Act 2002 anuribsn] exercﬁ the Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vldyalaya (KGBV) Four Hundred Twelve only)
of powers conferred under section 13(12) read with Rule 3 of the Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules 2002, a Demand Nofice was issu 1 1 3 .
by t1hhe b}:\ﬁhoﬁseﬂ ngLicer o;l_thga oompal]y hto the Elongawgnt;g-ﬁlonowers mentioned g}arﬁian below t?j repa_y"}etrdue hzmou?; notice is he_rebgfgiven m Marrlpalha Vemulawada Rural Mandal, on Description of Property
to ower and 1 reral that th 5 take 55855001 i i =] oy BXET .
s coniad on N cder Seckon 13(4) of e $ai Rides, Thé borrower n pacicutc and e publs In genera ars hereby cauioned ot 1 Thursday and handed over the uniforms to the BHONGTF1406300008 - DESCRIPTION OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY Property holder Name
deal with the property and any dealings with the property will be subject to the charge of IIFL HFL for an amount as mentioned herein unde; . . . is SHAIK SHAMEEM, Mortgage deed dated 30.06.2014 Registered as Document No 5683/2014
wm mu?lrgfi rtﬁrf?n m: bunr?wﬁﬁs a‘lleng;‘oan islnv'rtad o provisions oEEs;h-TecAnT. (8) nbfe ?emil‘}g 1 rir:hre ﬂge #ﬂ. If mf l;\untr.\merrcleatnrr;sa the ““:3 students. On this occasion, she mspected the on the file of the office of Sub - Registrar at Yadagirigutta) All That The Residential Plot In Sy. No.
of the ogetner with all costs, charges and expenses incurred, al any time betare the date fixed for sale or lransler, the secur . . . . 23/AIn GP Block No. 3, Admeasuring 123 Sq. Yadrs Or 102.84 Sg. Mts, Situated At Gundlaplly Village,
Iissem shall not be s0kdor ransforrod by lIFL HFL" and no furher slp shall be taken by "IFL HRL rmwa:sferirsale of the secured assels quallty and expiry dates of items 1n the school Yadagirigutta Mandal, Yadgiriguttga Sub—qustrict. Nalgonda quStriCt And Bounded AE.; ";:0”035:
“?';T,?“!." e _ ption of the Assat Property) - o) D | Dateaf | Date o t includi . tabl fruit Towards East: Plot Of S. Ramulu,(Present: Others House), Towards West: Plot Of K. Ramaiah, (
5 15} [ Al that piece and parcel of Flat No-A316, Floor No. 3, Block A, Vasu Sri Prde, Sy es RS)  [Demand| Posse storeroom, Including rice, vegetables, 1ruits, ) ; : 3 :
ece 2 of Fla | 1 ock A > wwery [ Present: Others House), Towards North: 25 Ft Wide Road, Towards South: Plot Of llaiah,( Present
M. Mulugu Yeeswara |1Nos: BODIEIAI2 And BO2IAAAZ, BO2EIAS And BOZINAIATS, Dundl?al Village, | Rs.5531096.06/- | Notice | -ssion .. . Others H
e Mulugu Yeeswara |G pngimaisamima Hyderabad Telangana 500043 Area Admeasuring (In Sq. FL)| Rupees Fily Five ghee, and other provisions. She also examined thers House).
Harcesh Mrs. Mangt $;,g@;ﬂ};Tg&ﬁ:ﬁﬁfj’f?&”ﬁn”i%ﬁ'%g‘;’gﬁsﬁ;“Efg;“}eh‘gaig.;‘%'g‘cj*mseﬁ’,?; FRLTH ﬁgﬁ, 17.03- | 1407 the menu chart and checked the food items be- This notice is also hereby to caution the general public at large that the authorized officer of SFL
Sg“:m"l‘:‘u{;“”‘ﬁ“ And Technical Report East: As Per The Tile Documents And Technical Report| Six and paise six | 2026 | 2026 ) . ) is in the lawful Symbolic Possession of the immovable property mentioned herein above and the
West: As Per The Title D And Technical Report _ Only ing prepared. She mqulred about the current Borrowers or any person shall not after receipt of this notice transfer by way of sale, lease or]
i &! that pleoesand par[%elféa Agartmennld N%.gTat-ue{‘:ﬁl, Fma;ho 6, Bchg-D.Burbann:lse Rnsmuﬂn.gur-‘ d K 1 £ d ho had otherwise deal with/ alienate any of the above mentioned secured assets referred to in this notice,
r. Subbaraju sidences, Survey Mo. 488/B part and 489 par, Vil upally, New-Bachupally|Rupees Fi i i i 3
%anasn?pr;dos.sénr'\‘ia Manda, Quihbulapur Mandal (010) l.iedchal-Malkaﬁ':Distﬁd[N?w;. Ranga Redd) |Lak UT:WEE toe:| 0801|3407 educational status of former students who ha without prior written consent of SFL.
asani ect District {Old), Telangana-500090 Area Admeasuring (In Sq.fi.): Property Type: Land|and One Hundred | 2026 | 2026 1 1 - + 413-07-. I ¥, iri . ¥ i i i f imi
IL10178 “Area,Saleabl,Aes, Carpet_Avea Propert Aea: 11378, 1080,00 683,00 Bounded] Thiy Thre and excelled while studying at the school. Speak Date: 13-07-2026, Place:Yadagiriguta. _Sdi- Authorised Officer, Shriram Finance Limited
X h: h: : : L ! . . . . .
o et D S b DS A ey B ing on the occasion, District Collector Garima
All that piece and parcel of § R No 201/2, Door No 3-132, Komanapalli s
Lakshmana Rao Mrs, |4, or B=rr = 0 : Rupees Three A 1 d d 1
e 1 am, Near Post Office, East Godavari, Andhra Pradesh, rawal urged every student to set a goal an
K:sanakurlhi Vlem:t-a- India, 53321G_AreaAdmeasunng_ {in Sq_. FL): Property Type:f\rea_kdmeasurir!g %thuigﬁé[%ei: o.:'.::' 1;02: g k § h I'y . Sh d hg hl ¢ SHRIRAM FINANCE LIM'TED
hksr}rf;mgsfl No Egﬁngaﬁ??{eg]na?g?al;t?:?f(?-is?:aﬂgmh;?OHg?Jr:engLsRog?d Patchamatia Raju HundrgctlTwemy work towards achieving 1t. She noted that while SHR'H AM Head Office: Level-3, Wockhardt Towers, East Wing C-2 Block,BandraKurla
i many compete for admission to residential - Complex, (Bandra East), Mumbai 400051; Tel: 02242410400, 02240603100;
Mr. Hemantha Vamia | oyt piece and parcel of S R No 23-2, Door No 1-187, Assetment No.167, ., Rs-A79768l- Finance i i , i i
Kakara M. Kakara | oo dape[g Va dapalgm_ Near Church. East Godavari. Andhra Pradesh. India. [RUpees Four Lakh schools. these students have secured a valuable Website: http://www.shriramfinance.in./auction
Teiliondairias Koxars 533223 irea Admeasuring g;n s L HpécpenyR'Type: Area_Adneasuring st Dol el Lonle > Branch Office Address: H.No:-8-1-66, Ground Floor, Janani Complex, Hyderabad
i roperty Area: 871 Bound : North: wned Remaining Property South: : 1 A .
wE:;ﬂfiaﬁgm B.Srinivas Rao Proprty East: Road West: Temple Prooperty Hﬂﬁg&%ﬁ;w opportunity to Smd}’ there. — e - - Roa Sd' 0 - * notice) 8 (6) of S -
otice to the Borrower Informing about Sale ays’ notice of Security

Mrs. Kadraka All that piece and parcel of Sr No 78, Plot No 1-08, 1, Chinthala Street.| Rs.334683/- 1

I Parvatipuram ; i : nter: Enforcement) Rules 2002
Ka;raka Mallu Nr'lg\rson ;\dmeaéunng {meg‘[-l.Sgtﬂr.cgh\giﬁ;%g:nkréz?mmz?sdji?@ !Pnrﬂ:eﬁﬁsroe:anégg Rmiissmr[e%hiik_h ?&g:‘ ‘;g ;DI Particul B fGte est [ e t) ules 200
Works P'“Eaﬂ No | Bounded By: North: Road South: Grama Kandam Site East: K Kuman Site West: | sand Six Hundred MANKHAL BRANCH (13075) o articulars of Borrowers / Guarantors
IL10748558) M Susheela Site Ninety Three Only Main Road,Tukkuguda, 1. |Narayanaraopet Bhoopal S/0.Narayanaraopet Rajaiah, Age:46 Years, Occ:Business(Sri Padmalaya Electric Dry Cleaners),
hirs, Rt Anki ] it pece. anc pevea of £y No. UL D toonih, ThaRiefapdciel RuleMare. Mankhal S.0, Rangareddy-501359 H.No:5-4-43, Dhobhi Galli, Siddipet, Medak, Pincode:502103. And Also At Narayanaraopet Bhoopal S/0.Narayanaraopet
Ruthamma Diaz Eoim | Ares Mmeasunngl (In Sq. FL): Properly Type: Land_Area, Built Up_Area sﬁﬁy Four Thou “;'.g;' ":6“2;' Cell: +917282082480/ Mail Id:cb13075@canarabank.com Rajaiah, Age: 46 Years, Occ: Business (Sri Padmalaya Electric Dry Cleaners), Open Land Admeasuring To An Extent Of
R L D T ot R A o L au ) 665.50 Sq. Yards, Out Of Sy. No. 1620/3, Situated At Old G. P Prashanth Nagar (Now Merged In Siddipet Municipality) Siddipet
; ouse East: A Nayomi House West: Roa Wenly Seven Only Nates lsnad Linder Section 1363 of the Saniirisstion And Recoratiotios Town & District, Registration District: Medak — Sangareddy & Sub-Registration: Siddipet. (Borrower)
Ramanamma i Rajo | Al tat piece and parcel of Sy No. 82:2,0 No.6:8, Ass No. 337, Siddavarap o M?mi- th ehliien o o sl n-e:es-t- ; cl[ i 2. |Narayanaraopet Vani W/O.Narayanaraopet Bhoopal, Age:43 Years, Occ: Self Employed, H.No:5-4-43, Dhobhi Galli
o s Ry pal pu Venkatesupalem, Venkatesupalem, Ramalayam, UPNEI? Oi\Llun 3 0805|1407 The below mentioned person has been granted various credit facilities from time to . ke . ' : ' - » FLINOC ' !
Ve a | Nellore, Andhra Pradesh, India, 524152 Area Admeasuring (in Sq. FL): Property| iorewifte | Ohod| TR fla Iy ey g'aanﬂkc'eyh?;grtggjgggggfg ;g;gﬁ:;;ae;i grggtggrgic;pgu'g;gﬁg Siddipet, Medak. (Co Borrower /Guarantor)
"2 | Type: Area_Ad ing Property Area: 1344 Bounded By: Nordh: Street South: : i . : : ; Bie ] — R
Dai liﬁn ns{:u os . Japﬁi i nag_am rnnﬁaéa‘au;[l?%aiu &eusr’m;e& 3k Raiuusnmimg VEana‘a Ri%dyou Hugﬁnrzuop:.lnggy by way of deposit of title deeds creating security interest in favour of the Bank are 3. G_addam Ravi §/0.Gaddam Yellaiah, Age:46 Years, Occ:Business, H.No:2-3-42/3/A, Sanjivaiah Nagar, Siddipet, Medak,
! y mentioned hereunder. As borrowers/guarantors have failed to discharge the debt Pincode:502103. (Guarantor)
Mrs. Danamma Mitta Al that piece and parcel of Sy No. 34, Ass No.210, Kolladinne, Kolladinne,| Rs.517253- due to the Bank, the account have been classified as Non Performing Assets as per 5 . =
Mr. Penugondaiah | Mungamury, Rama|a¥am. Nellore, Andhra Pradesh, India, 524142 Area|Rupees Five Lakh| oo 01 [14.07. the guidelines issued by the Reserve Bank of India. 9 g Sub: Sale of property belonging to Narayanaraopet Bhoopal (Borrower/Guarantor) in the account of SIDP2TF2410100003 for
Mitta Danamma Dairy | Admeasuring (In Sq. Ft): Property Type: Land_Area, Buil_Up_Area Property| Seventeen Thou- | ‘o0 c”| e Name of the BorrowerMortaanorGuarantor- Sri .Shaik Mohammad Abdul realization of amount due to Shriram Finance Limited under The Securitization and Reconstruction of Financial Assets and
me%m;‘ No' | Area: 1800.00, 434.00 Bounded By: North: House Site Of K Kandala Rao South:|sand Two Hundred Aziz, S/o. Shaik Mohammad Abdul Waheed, Rio H.No. D.No.4-19, Maheshwaram Enforcement of Security Interest Act, 2002. Shriram Finance Limited, SIDDIPET- Branch, the secured creditor caused a demand
10639272) | Road East: Road West: Vacnt Site Of Nakka Sudnakar Fity Three Only Village, Maheshwaram Mandal, Rangareddy Telangana 501359, Borrower: Sri. notice dated 28.03.2026 under section 13(2) of The Securitization And Reconstruction of Financial Assets and Enforcement of
Mrs.Bhumireddy Supraja | All that piece and parcel of Survey No- 778,1483,1516-1Etc, C-158,| Rs.251662- Mohammed Abdul Samad S/o. Mohammed Abdul Waheed, Rio H.No. D.Np.4-19, Security Interest Act, 2002, calling upon you to pay Rs.20,07,439/-(Twenty Lakh Seven Thousand Four Hundred Thirty Nine
ﬂg&‘i’;”g‘?ﬁ;”&fg' E‘L{B&%g“a,}‘ﬂ%’i{,a\'pgd;ﬁa‘fﬁ:;a 5?&%‘]"-msgﬁggﬁfe’;'suﬁﬁar “ﬁ""‘s’“‘””g“]: Rgi?eeén??-hl}fu'fh 09-03- |14-07- Maheshwaram Village, Maheshwaram Mandal, Rangareddy Telangana 501358. Rupees Only’l within the time stipulated period therein. Since you failed to comply the said notice within the stipulated period, the
- Hnl s Pmpel.’l"aﬁpe: Area_Admeasuring Property Arez: 648 Bounded Bgy_'nmrﬁ Roadl sand Six Hundreg | 2026 | 2026 Demand l}lotl;e Date:l10-0?-12226 “ = N;A Date: 09.07.2026 Authorized Officer has taken symbolic procession of the immovable secured assets under Section 13(4) of the Act read with Rule
IL10645849) | Sauih: Piot No.140 East. Plot No.157 West. Pit No.159 Sixty Two Only Outstanding Amount: Rs.5,14,111.86/- (Rupees Five Lakhs Fourteen Thousand 8 of Security Interest (Enforcement) Rules, 2002 on 15.06.2026. Even after taking possession of the secured asset, you have not
WS, Ran Yamama- | a1 ot p . Mo 778 a3 1510 | ReETROL :’;31 %":h:f?lﬁ:::gtaa":"; f.ii?ﬁ:nz'f'li?eﬂé'fs?ﬁg?ofg paisa only) together paid the amount due to Shriram Finance Limited. As such, it has become necessary to sell the below mentioned property by
P al piece ang parcel o 1] 1] ~aurve 0. Y 3 =1, . i i - i i i i i i - i
dagalla Mr. Rajendra |‘geyitS B0 S0k PR Mandal Guddapah Diskict Ap. 516172 Area| Rupees Three DETAILS OF SECURITY ASSETS: Al that part and part of house bearing No. 4-19,| | °/dind public e-auction after 30 days from the date of receipt to this notice through online mode. The date and time of e-auction
Kumar Yarramadagala| oo e iing (in Sq. FL): Property Type: Built Up_Area Property Area: 350| ,Lakh Thirty Six [ 10-02-|14-07- g ina 263 S ds. with @ plinth £ ACC roofing 600sft. . situated along with the Reserve Price of the property and the details of the service provider, in which the e-auction to be conducted, shall
g e | ke S5 o Ky G o o o Tl | 20 | 8| [dmesnin 362 53 . i o i s of A ot 00 sl el (o omed o you separtly

IL10670072) | Madhavi East: Rastha West: Plot No B 185 Of K Lakshmi Dev oSy ighty Rangareddy District, Telangana State bounded by: North: House of Mohammed Theref%r% iIS ou payFt e amnﬁpn;t ddue b;? Shtr"ilrarg Einapce bLi,"mi:.ed al?nglwithrsubse%err:h i“tefp;_SL Cﬂhﬂﬁ-bw?'ses ?”d e|xpe?s|§s

Bl Subba A That piece and parcel of Survey 1o 879 A TR iR monmddmdﬁ;ﬂ] gﬂmh;wop:,.nl p|ace| R?f 3“’,‘2“' 'AtZIzt'l Eass;oomger? Phlace of |ncufrert yd riram |nagce imited before the i:_elol pﬁu_ ica logaoasa felﬁo IE?:{ no further action shall be taken for sale of the
Ramaiah Mrs. Billa | Palem Village, Bogolu Mandal, Zuvvaladinne, Near Church, Nellore District, AP| Rupees Three Snamm dLGafaor West: {ntemal hoacc kagistrafion Lanesnvaram pICpanY. A - L) r.e il ‘,rour'froperly as stipulated in sec.13(8) of the [

JayammaMrs. 524152 Area Admeasuring (In Sq. Ft): Property Type: Area Admeasuring| Lakh Fifty Eight |09-03- |14-07- (Document No.6019/2021) CERSAI ID: 400053815047 Schedule of Property: (Mortgaged under the Name of NARAYANARAOPET BHOOPAL Mortgagle deed dated 18.10.2024
Maddela Rani Auto Proper‘la:\rea: 1872 Bounded Bc\g: North: House Place Of Vanaga Indiramma| Thousand Seven | 2026 | 2026 Name of Title holder: Sri. Shaik Mohammad Abdul Aziz, S/o. Mohammed Abdul Registered as Document No0.9093/2024 on the file of the office of Sub-Registrar at (Siddipet) SCHEDULE OF IMMOVABLE
Services (Pms;:u South: Road East: House Place Of Dhanyasi Ratnam West: House Of Place Of| Hundred Nine Waheed PROPERTY Open land admeasuring to an extent of 665.50 Sq. Yards, out of Sy. No. 1620/3, situated at old G. P Prashanth nagar

No IL10848638) | Billa Subramanyam Only If the above mentioned borrower/guarantors fail to repay the above mentioned due [Now merged in Siddipet Municipality) Siddipet Town & District, Registration District: Medak — Sangareddy & Sub-Registration:

For further details please contact to Authorised Officer at Branch Office: Door No, 9-0-11,1st Floar, Bank Street, Arundalpet, Narsaraopet/ by borrowers/guarantors with future interest and incidental expenses, costs as stal- Siddipet, bounded as under: East : Road, West: House Of Balje Eshwaraiah & Others Land, North: Open Place Of Narayanaraopet
D.No 8611, Balaji Nagar, Tangellamudi, Kandirikagudem Center, Eluru, W.G.Dt, AP 534005/ D.Mo.37-1-175/8/2,1st Floor, Opp. Konjeti ed above in terms of this notice under Section 13(2) of SARFAESI Act, within 60 Ganesh, South: Open Place Of Konda Ravinder.

Petrol Bunk, Kurnool Road, Ongole-523001/ KTR Complex, Ground Floor, Door No 6-1-1/6, Beside More Super Market, Balaji Road, Tuni- days from the date of this notice, the Bank will exercise all or any of the rights — -

533401/ Sai Prem Center, 4th Floor,Dwarkanagar 2nd Lane, Vishakhapatnam-530016/ House No 25-264, 1st Floor, Sanjeevanagar Gate, Main detailed under Sub-Section (4)(a) and (b) of the Section 13 of SARFAESI Act and Note “It is informed that “SHRIRAM CITY UNION FINANCE LIMITED” has been amalgamated with “SHRIRAM TRANSPORT
Road, Nandyal-518501/ 15-570-34-1, 1st Floor,Pallavi Towers, Opp. Canara bank Anantapur 515001, Andra Pradesh, India/ Shop No:6&7, TJ other applicable provisions of the said Act. This notice is without prejudice to the FINANCE LIMITED" as per order of NCLT, Chennai. Subsequently the name of “SHRIRAM TRANSPORT FINANCE LIMITED" was
Complex, State Bank Main Branch Cirle, Kumoo-518004/ H.No: 2-5478 Adhalath Circle, Oppo DEO Office, DC Plaza, 1st Fioor, Bank's right to initiate such other actions or legal proceedings, as it deemed neces-|  |changed as “SHRIRAM FINANCE LIMITED” with effect from 30.11.2022 vide Certificate of Incorporation pursuant to change of
Hanumakonda, Warangal-506001/ D.No.5-9-22/B/5015th Floor, My Home Sarovar Plaza, Secretarial Road, Hyderabad-500004/ or sary under any other provision of Law. name dated 30-11-2022."

Corporate Office: Plot No.98, Phase-IV, Udyog Vihar, Gurgaon, Haryana. Date: 10-07-2026, Sd/- Authorised Officer, — - .

[Piace: Andira Pradesh & Telangana, Date: 17-07-2026 Sdl- Authorised Officer, For IFL Home Finance Lid. Place: Mankhal Canara Bank| |Date: 16-07-2026, Place: Siddipet. Sd/- Authorized Officer, SHRIRAM FINANCE LTD
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Mansukh Mandaviya to
unveil T ESI healthcare projects
worth Rs 668 crorg across ndiz

New Delhi, July 16 : Labour
Minister Dr Mansukh
Mandaviya is set to inaugurate
seven Employees’ State Insur-
ance (ESI) Healthcare projects
across the nation from Employ-
ees’ State Insurance Corporation
(ESIC) Hospital in Sanathnagar,
Telangana, it was announced on
Thursday.

These medical facilities, worth
approximately Rs 668 crore, will
cater to the healthcare needs of
around 53 lakh beneficiaries
across the country.

The Minister on Thursday will
inaugurate the new Outpatient
Department (OPD) Block of
ESIC Hospital, Sanathnagar, and
virtually inaugurate the six
projects — upgraded 200-Bed-
ded ESIC Hospital, Beltola,
Assam; 100-Bedded ESIC Hos-
pital, Sriperumbudur, Tamil
Nadu; ESIS Hospital,
Rajamahendravaram, Andhra
Pradesh; ESI Dispensary and
Branch Office.

Mumbai, July 16 : Union
Minister and Republican Party
of India (RPI) chief Ramdas
Athawale remarked on Thurs-
day that while the INDIA bloc
had initially emerged stronger,
itis now "steadily weakening"
and cited former West Bengal
Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee's "declined influ-
ence" as one of the probable
reasons. Speaking to TANS,
Athawale said: "The Opposi-
tion is steadily weakening. It
was relatively stronger in the
beginning, but as Mamata
Banerjee's influence has de-
clined, several (Trinamool
Congress) MPs have joined
the NDA (NCPI). In

Mabharashtra, six MPs from the
Shiv Sena-UBT have also
come over to our side. DMK
has also left the INDIA bloc,

Mamata Banerjee's diminished
influence weaking Opposition; Ramdas Athawale

that is why our NDA has fur-
ther strengthened."

"The Opposition is weaking
and we are not responsible for
that," he stated while asserting
that the Opposition is itself
responsible for its situation.
Commenting on Lok Sabha
Leader of Opposition (LoP)
and Congress leader Rahul
Gandhi, Athawale said:
"Rahul Gandbhi is not fulfilling
the responsibilities of the
Leader of the Opposition. A
Leader of the Opposition
should cooperate with the gov-
ernment by offering construc-
tive suggestions and guidance
on what should be done in the
public interest. But Rahul
Gandhi keeps on attacking
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and attempts to insult
and abuse him."

Assam to proceed towards efficient
pipe-based irrigation system, says Minister Hazarika

Dispur, July 16 : The Assam Ag-
riculture and Irrigation Minister
Pijush Hazarika said on Thursday
that the state government is lay-
ing greater stress on modern pipe-
based irrigation systems.
Hazarika was visiting the
Hatiamukh Irrigation Project at
the Baghjap Gaon Panchayat dur-
ing the day. This canal-based
project, constructed at an esti-
mated cost of Rs 30.67 crore,
has brought nearly 5,800 bighas
of agricultural land under as-
sured irrigation, benefiting a
large number of indigenous
farmers in the area.

Access to reliable irrigation has
significantly strengthened agri-
cultural activities in the region,

the Minister noted, urging
farmers to undertake two to
three cropping cycles annually
by making optimum use of the
facilities and various govern-
ment schemes. While canal-
based irrigation projects have
played a vital role in support-
ing agriculture, the state gov-
ernment is now giving greater
emphasis to modern pipe-based
irrigation systems, Hazarika
said. These projects can be
completed within a shorter
timeframe, ensure efficient
water management, and avoid
land acquisition challenges
generally associated with con-
ventional canal irrigation
projects, the Minister added.

New Delhi, July 16 : Public sec-
tor Oil and Natural Gas Corpo-
ration (ONGC) has completed
drilling its second geothermal
well in Ladakh's Puga Valley, in
a significant step toward devel-
oping India's first pilot geother-
mal power plant. The upstream
oil giant’s research and develop-
ment arm, ONGC Energy Cen-
tre, drilled the well to a depth of
1,000 metres at an altitude of
more than 14,000 feet in about
a month, improving on the
timeline and cost of its first geo-
thermal drilling campaign, ac-
cording to an ONGC statement.
The latest well builds on the suc-

ONGC drills second
geothermal well in Ladakh

[ -3 —

cess of ONGC's first geother-
mal well in Puga, which pro-
duced steam at temperatures
above the boiling point of wa-
ter, demonstrating the area's
geothermal resource potential,
the statement said.

ONGC said the second well
would support the develop-
ment of India's first -megawatt
electric (MWe).

Annamalai to lead

‘We The Leaders’ anti-drug conference in TN's Pollachi

Pollachi, July 16 : The newly
formed public movement ‘We
The Leaders’, headed by former
Tamil Nadu BJP president K.
Annamalai, will hold its first
major public conference in
Pollachi on Thursday, with the
campaign centred on the theme,
“Drug-Free Tamil Nadu”.

The awareness conference is
scheduled to begin at 4 p.m. at
Achipatti, near Pollachi, and is
expected to attract thousands of
participants from across the
state. The event assumes signifi-
cance as it will be the first major
gathering led by Annamalai af-
ter he quit the Bharatiya Janata
Party and launched the ‘We The
Leaders’ movement. Organisers
have made extensive prepara-
tions for the conference, trans-
forming the venue into a sprawl-
ing convention space capable of
accommodating around 20,000
people. To ensure that those un-

able to enter the main hall can
still follow the proceedings,
large LED screens have been in-
stalled outside the venue for live
viewing. The conference hall has
been decorated with striking vi-
suals showcasing the region’s
landmarks, including the scenic
Aliyar Dam and Pollachi’s fa-
mous coconut groves.

The organisers said the decora-
tions were chosen to reflect the
unique identity and cultural heri-
tage of Pollachi while creating an
attractive setting for the event.
The programme will begin with a
series of cultural performances
carrying anti-drug awareness mes-
sages. Through music, dance and
other artistic presentations, the
organisers aim to spread aware-
ness about the harmful effects of
narcotic substances and encourage
greater public participation in the
fight against drug abuse, particu-
larly among the youth.

Kashmir advocacy grouﬁo
intensify fight against drug addic-

tion, women to lead awareness drive

Srinagar, July 16 : The Kash-
mir Women's Organisation
(KWO) has said the organisation
will significantly intensify its
campaign against drug addiction
by placing women at the fore-
front of awareness, prevention
and rehabilitation efforts under
the Nasha Mukt Bharat cam-
paign.

Speaking to IANS on Thursday,
KWO Chairperson Darakhshan
Hassan Bhat, a PhD scholar, said
that the KWO will expand
awareness programmes,
strengthen family support sys-
tems, facilitate counselling and
rehabilitation through experts,
and encourage women struggling
with substance abuse to seek
treatment without fear or social
stigma.

"The Lieutenant Governor, dur-
ing the Gender Equity Fellow-
ship event, asked us what we
were doing under the Nasha
Mukt Bharat campaign. We have
already organised awareness
drives and community outreach
programmes, but now the time
has come to accelerate our ef-
forts," she said.

Chamoli, July 16 : The de-
partmental inquiry team con-
stituted to investigate the al-
leged misappropriation of do-
nations at the Shri Badrinath
Dham has completed its probe
and submitted the report to the
CEO.

According the investigation,
the preliminary findings pur-
portedly suggest that the theft
of devotees' offerings and
valuables took place not just
once, but on multiple occa-

Shri Badrinath Dham
donation row: SIT submits probe report

sions. According to sources, the
four-member inquiry team has de-
tailed the entire incident and the
findings of their investigation in
an 18-page report.

The SIT report has also offered
suggestions to prevent such inci-
dents in the future. The commit-
tee has clarified several aspects of
the matter in the report. It has rec-
ommended installing more CCTV
cameras in the temple's donation
counting room and covering all
'blind spots' along the temple's cir-

cumambulation path with CCTV
surveillance.

Sources indicate that the inquiry
team could only retrieve footage
dating back 14 days, prior to the
incident on July 2. Due to the in-
ferior quality of previously in-
stalled CCTV cameras, their stor-

age capacity was limited to just
15 days.

The alleged accused is seen
misappropriating money in the
footage from July 2. The team
also found several segments of
the footage from the preceding
14 days to be significant.

TMC's Saugata Roy opposes
Uniform Civil Code, says
it will affect minority rights

Kolkata, July 16 : Trinamool
Congress (TMC) MP Saugata
Roy on Thursday reiterated his
party’s opposition to the Uni-
form Civil Code (UCC), assert-
ing that it would infringe upon
the rights of minority commu-
nities. His remarks come on the
back of West Bengal govern-
ment constituting a high-level
committee to prepare the draft
UCC Bill for the state. Speak-
ing to IANS, Roy reacted to the
state government’s decision to
form the panel, saying, “...We
oppose the Uniform Civil Code
because it will take away the
rights of minority communities.
Muslims follow Shariat law,
while Christians have their own
marriage laws, it won’t exist
then. We do not support the
UCC.” His remarks came after
the West Bengal government
constituted a high-level com-
mittee headed by former Su-
preme Court judge Justice
Ranjana Prakash Desai.

JITE

Ayodhya, July 16 : Amid the
controversy over the alleged ir-
regularities of donations made
at Ayodhya's Ram Temple,
Tapasvi Chhawani Peethadhi
shwar Jagadguru Paramhans
Acharya on Sunday said that he

Jageun Paremhans Acharya wrts o PH Hodi sekin
appointmentof UP CHlYogi RSS chie Bhagwatat Ram Mandr Tt

has written a letter to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, urging the appoint-
ment of Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath as a lifetime
member.

UCC s as necessary as the

Consfitution, says West Bengal drafting
committee member Tathagata Roy

Kolkata, July 16 : Member of the Uni-
form Civil Code (UCC) drafting commit-
tee in West Bengal and Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) leader Tathagata Roy on
Thursday underlined that the proposed law
is "as necessary as the Constitution", while
attacking the previous Trinamool Congress
government for "favouring" Muslims.

Gentre clears Rs 1,647 crore
for 28 Delhinfraprojecs under SASC scheme

New Delhi, July 16 : Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta said on Thursday that the Central gov-
ernment has approved Rs 1,647 crore for 28
major infrastructure projects proposed by the
Delhi government under the Special Assistance
to States for Capital Investment (SASCI)
scheme. The approved projects include Delhi
Metro works, the Barapulla Elevated Corridor.
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Modi govt's foreign pohcy
safequards national interests, establishes

long-term ties with global powers
The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on Sunday

said that Prime Minister Narendra Modi's re

cent foreign visits have resulted in significant
strategic, defence, and economic benefits for the
country. BJP national spokesperson Sambit Patra said
this during a press conference at the party's head-
quarters in New Delhi on Prime Minister's recent vis-
its to Seychelles, Indonesia, Australia, and New
Zealand, as well as the visits of Japan's top leader-
ship to India. Patra titled his presentation "10 Kadam,
10 Ka Dum" and noted that through these visits, In-
dia has further strengthened its role in the Indian
Ocean and Indo-Pacific regions. He remarked that
India is emerging as a "force for stability" across this
entire region today.
"While governments and policies in many countries
have changed over the past few years, India has es-
tablished global trust through political stability, policy
continuity, and economic strength. India has main-
tained its stability amidst the COVID-19 pandemic,
global conflicts, and economic challenges," he said.
The BJP MP described Prime Minister Modi's for-
eign visits as a move to "strengthen strategic alliances
in the Indian Ocean and Indo-Pacific regions".
He noted that India has expanded its presence and
cooperation in the maritime domain, extending from
Seychelles to Indonesia. Citing Indonesia's Sabang
Port, he highlighted its "immense strategic impor-
tance" due to its proximity to the Strait of Malacca.
He pointed out that the Strait of Malacca is one of
the world's busiest maritime routes, facilitating a vast
amount of international trade. "Indonesia's interest
in developing Sabang Port is significant for India from
the perspectives of maritime security and trade. This
initiative will strengthen India's strategic reach in the
Indian Ocean region," he said. "Defence and mari-
time cooperation form a crucial foundation for any
nation's strategic strength. While India previously
relied heavily on imports to meet its defence needs,
the country is now advancing in the fields of defence
production and exports," the BJP spokesperson fur-
ther stated. Citing the cooperation with Indonesia re-
garding the BrahMos supersonic cruise missile, he
described it as a "testament to India's growing de-
fence capabilities". "India is evolving from a mere
purchaser of weapons into a partner and exporter of

Doha, July 16 : Qatar's Min-
istry of Transport on Thurs-
day announced a temporary
suspension of maritime navi-
gation and all marine activities
as a precautionary measure to
safeguard public safety. In a
statement, the ministry advised
owners and users of all mari-
time vessels, including leisure
boats, fishing boats, jet skis,
and other watercraft, to tem-
porarily suspend sailing and all

marine activities until further notice.
The ministry said the measure does
not apply to vessels operating un-
der international maritime conven-
tions, Xinhua news agency re-
ported. It added that the precaution-
ary measure was taken in coordina-
tion with the relevant security au-
thorities, urging the public to com-
ply with the directive and obtain up-
dates only through official channels.
Qatar's Foreign Ministry, in a state-
ment, has strongly condemned re-

Qatar suspends maritime navigation, marine activities amid heightened securlty concerns

newed Iranian attacks targeting its
territory and several neighbouring
countries, describing them as a fla-
grant violation of sovereignty, ter-
ritorial integrity, and international
law. Meanwhile, the US-led Joint
Maritime Information Centre said
on Sunday that despite Iran an-
nouncing the closure of the Strait
of Hormuz, the southern route along
the Omani coast remains available
and has been expanded to accom-
modate two-way traffic.

-y Lol

Chinese projects

in Tibet damaging local environment

New Delhi, July 16 : China is
using Tibet as a resource hub to
propel its renewable energy cam-
paign, but this is happening at a
high cost to the region's environ-
ment and the life of the local
population, according to reports.
China is building major green
infrastructure in Tibet, including
large solar projects and the
planned Metok (Motuo) mega-
dam on the Yarlung Tsangpo.
Many batteries used in clean
technologies also depend on
materials produced in the region.
Tibet therefore stands at the fore-
front of China’s green energy de-
velopment across wind, solar,
and hydropower. Mineral explo-

ration and extraction in Tibet are
also intensifying, again to fuel the
green energy industry amid
China’s rising energy demand.

China has also identified a new
source of high-purity quartz in
Tingkye County, Shigatse City, aim-
ing to reduce reliance on imports
of this critical material used in so-
lar panels and semiconductors, ac-
cording to the South China Morn-
ing Post. These developments re-
flect China’s accelerating explora-
tion of strategic minerals in Tibet.
The expansion of solar farms is pre-
sented as beneficial for Tibet’s
ecology. However, Sangay Tashi’s
research suggests that it is diffi-
cult to definitively assess whether

such projects are truly helpful.
Instead, deep uncertainty re-
mains about how this widespread
construction of solar farms may
disrupt traditional cultural prac-
tices and ways of life in the fu-
ture. Despite these concerns,
China has reacted by cracking
down on those who raise concerns
about Tibet’s ecological, cultural,
and social landscape. According
to Save Tibet, Chinese authorities
arrested more than 1,000 Tibetans
during protests against the
Khamtok Dege Dam. Separately,
Tsongon Tsering was reportedly
suppressed for speaking out
against illegal Chinese mining
practices in Tibet.

Human Rights oganisfion
a0nedls f recognse
Bangadest's 197 genocideatUN

New Delhi, July 16 : Dur-
ing the recently concluded
62nd session of the United
Nations Human Rights
Council in Geneva, Human
Rights Without Frontiers
raised the need to recognise
the mass atrocities commit-
ted in Bangladesh in 1971 as
"genocide".

"It was a deliberate effort to
connect past injustice with
present-day human rights
concerns -- particularly the
protection of freedom of re-
ligion or belief," wrote Willy
Fautre, Founder of Human
Rights Without Frontiers
(Belgium), in 'Modern Di-
plomacy'.

While the 1971 Bangladesh's
war of independence is
widely known for mass kill-
ings and displacement.

Chingsg scientsts warm of
active faultling bengath China's mega
dam on Yarlung Tsangpo

Hindu groups
join White House faith dlalogue

Washington, July 16 : Representatives of two
prominent Hindu organisations in the United States
participated in a White House Faith Office dialogue,
joining faith leaders from across the country for dis-

defence equipment," he said. Patra also highlighted
the significance of the defence agreements signed
between India and New Zealand.

cussions on issues affecting religious communities.
The event, hosted by the White House Faith Office,
brought together representatives from diverse faith
traditions for a briefing and dialogue on matters im-
portant to faith communities. According to posts
shared by the participating organisations, Hindu
Swayamsevak Sangh (HSS USA) and BAPS Public
Affairs represented Hindu Americans at the gather-
ing. "HSS USA thanks the White House Faith Of-
fice for convening a dialogue on issues important to
faith communities and for the opportunity to repre-

our nation," it added. BAPS
Public Affairs also welcomed
the engagement with the admin-
istration. "BAPS joined faith
leaders from across the coun-
try for a briefing hosted by the

New Delhi, July 16 : Chinese scien-
tists have raised fresh concerns over the
geological risks facing China's massive
hydropower project on the Yarlung

Two dead in mass
shooting at Canada street festival

Toronto, July 16 : Two people
were killed, and three others
sustained injuries after a shoot-
ing near a street festival in
Canada's Toronto, prompting a
massive police response and
heightened security in the area,
officials said.

The firing took place on Thurs-
day (local time) in a
neighbourhood where the

cultural celebration.

popular Salsa on St. Clair
festival was underway,
drawing large crowds for
the annual Latino-themed

Toronto Police initially is-
sued an alert warning of an
active shooter and urged
residents and visitors to
avoid the area as officers
responded to the incident.

Tsangpo river in Tibet, warning that an
active fault line beneath the site could
threaten the structural stability of the
world's largest hydropower dam, a re-
port has said. According to a report by
the South China Morning Post (SCMP).

statement.

sent Hindu Americans," the organisation said in a

"It was heartwarming to join in diverse faith tradi-
tions of prayer while sharing the same aspiration—
the wellbeing of all Americans and the welfare of

White House Faith Office on
matters important to faith com-
munities," it said. "As a repre-
sentative of many Hindu
Americans nationwide.

IN-SPAN Centre launched
to foster Nepal-India startup ecosystem

Kathmandu, July 16 : Two
dozen Nepali startup entrepre-
neurs received mentorship and
market exposure during an eight-
week programme at the I[IT Ma-
dras Pravartak Technologies
Foundation in Chennai, India,
from December last year to Janu-
ary this year.

Selected through a competitive
process by the Embassy of India
in Kathmandu under the India-
Nepal Startup Partnership Net-

work (IN-SPAN)), the 24 entrepre-
neurs attended workshops, inter-
acted with chief executives and
senior executives of Indian
startups, completed specialised
training modules in artificial in-
telligence, semiconductors and
solar photovoltaics, and undertook
internships at Indian startups, ac-
cording to the Indian Embassy.

The programme also yielded tan-
gible outcomes, with nine Nepali
startups receiving incubation and

investment offers from the IIT
Madras Incubation Cell, one of
India's leading deep-tech incuba-
tors.

The participants were part of the
India-Nepal Startup Partnership
Network (IN-SPAN), a joint ini-
tiative of the Embassy of India in
Kathmandu and IITM Pravartak
aimed at connecting emerging
Nepali entrepreneurs with India's
innovation, technology and
startup ecosystem.

Following their return from a
nearly two-month programme in
India, the participants decided to
transform the momentum gener-
ated by IN-SPAN into something
bigger to promote the start-up eco-
system in Nepal too. They estab-
lished a permanent institution, the
IN-SPAN Centre of Excellence.
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Australian govt
blocks entry for Iranian visa holders

Canberra, July 16 : The
Australian government has
moved to block the entry of
temporary visa holders from
Iran amid the ongoing con-
flict in the Middle East.
Tony Burke, minister for
home affairs, on Thursday
night announced that he has
used laws passed by the fed-
eral parliament earlier in
March to temporarily re-
strict Iranian visitor visa
holders from traveling to
Australia.

He said in a statement that

the move would protect the in-
tegrity and sustainability of
Australia's migration system,
citing government concerns that
the conflict has increased the
risk that some visitors from Iran
may be unlikely or unable to
depart Australia when their vi-
sas expire. The six-month ban
will only apply to people who
have a subclass 600 visitor visa
linked to an Iranian passport and
does not apply to visa holders al-
ready in Australia, spouses or
children of Australian citizens or
permanent residents, or parents

= & i

of a child younger than 18 al-
ready in Australia. The sub-
class 600 visa allows holders
to stay in Australia for up to
12 months for tourism or to
visit family.

"There are many visitor visas
which were issued before the
conflict in Iran which may not
have been issued if they were
applied for now," Burke said.

North Korea denounces NATO's
‘intention for inter-camp confrontation’

international peace and security
in all parts of the world while
pursuing exclusive geopolitical
interests."

The statement noted that the US,
Japan and South Korea's call for
"denuclearisation", which “com-

Pyongyang, July 16 : North Ko-
rea condemned "the United States
and its vassal forces" for the in-
ter-camp confrontation intention
displayed at the North Atlantic
Treaty Organisation (NATO)
Summit, a foreign ministry

trans-Atlantic bloc is exacerbating
the security environment of Eu-
rope and creating instability in the
Asia-Pacific.

The US-led NATO allies and their
partners incited confrontation
throughout the NATO Summit,

Man dies, four others in serious
condition following alleged shooting in Sydney

spokesperson said Thursday.

The spokesperson made the re-
marks in a press statement re-
ported by the official Korean Cen-
tral News Agency, saying the

held earlier this week in Ankara,
Turkiye, the statement said, call-
ing it clear proof that the
organisation is "a war and con-
frontation body that goes against

pletely lost its timeliness and
practical feasibility, can never
affect the position of the DPRK
(Democratic People's Republic
of Korea (North Korea).

UK announces extra 75

Sydney, July 16 : A man has
died in hospital and four other
men are in serious condition
following an alleged shooting
in southwest Sydney, police

US pledges major
Ebola aid surge, slams
WHO over delayed alertn
Africa outbreak

-

Washington, July 16 :
Pledging a major surge in
assistance to contain a fast-
moving Ebola outbreak in
Central Africa, the Trump
Administration sharply
criticised the World Health
Organization (WHO) for
what American officials
described as a delayed glo-
bal alert that may have cost
critical response time. Se-
nior US officials said
Washington had already
committed about $23 mil-
lion in bilateral humanitar-
ian and health assistance
and was preparing a much
larger package to fund up
to 50 Ebola treatment cen-
tres.

access to clean water,

WHO urges suhinabl

sanitation to curb cholera outbreaks in Somalia

Mogadishu, July 16 : The
World Health Organization
(WHO) on Thursday called on
all stakeholders in Somalia to
prioritise sustainable access to
clean water and improved sani-
tation and support the wide-
spread delivery of cholera vac-
cines to help address recurring
outbreaks. These actions can
protect vulnerable populations
and ensure that life-saving health
services reach those most in
need, the WHO said. "Cholera
remains a major public health
challenge in Somalia, especially
in regions affected by conflict

and displacement, and with lim-
ited access to clean water and
sanitation," the WHO said in a
statement issued in Mogadishu,
the capital of Somalia. Accord-
ing to the WHO, Somalia re-
corded 768 new cholera cases
in the last four weeks across 31
districts, with a rise in cases in
the areas of Kismayu, Jowhar,
Marka, Burhakab, Barawe,
Borama and Baidoa.

Of these cases, 399, or 52 per
cent, were female while 407, or
53 percent, were children un-
der five years, Xinhua news
agency reported.

million pounds to strengthen
Dorder security

London, July 16 : United
Kingdom (UK) Prime Minister
Keir Starmer announced on
Thursday to inject an additional
75 million British pounds (97.3
million US dollars) to combat
the people-smuggling issue. In
a speech to the 92nd session of
the Interpol General Assembly
in Glasgow, Starmer called on
global leaders to "wake up to
the severity" of the challenge
smuggling presents to border
security. People-smuggling is
"a vile trade that must be
stamped out" and should be
viewed as "a global security
threat similar to terrorism," he
said.

The prime minister said the ex-
tra cash injection would bring
investment in the UK's new
Border Security Command
over the next two years to 150
million pounds. The money
will help fund additional spe-
cialist investigators and surveil-
lance equipment. The an-
nouncement came after 5,417
people crossed the Channel in
small boats in October, the
highest monthly figure for ille-
gal crossings since October
2022, Xinhua news agency re-
ported.

said on early Thursday.
Police were called to
Liverpool Hospital at about
8:30 p.m. on Friday, follow-
ing reports two men -- both be-
lieved to be aged in their 20s -
- had presented with multiple
wounds, police in the Austra-
lian state of New South Wales
said in a statement.

One of the men underwent
treatment but died a short time
later. The other man remains
in the hospital in a stable con-
dition.

Later on Tuesday, two men
presented to Fairfield Hospi-
tal in critical condition, while
a man appeared at Liverpool
Hospital in a stable condition,
where he is being treated for
injuries, police said.

Police have established a
crime scene at a home in
Canley Heights, some 30 km

west of Sydney's central busi-
ness district. The Australian
Broadcasting Corporation re-
ported that it is understood the
incident is linked to organised
crime networks, Xinhua news
agency reported.

“I can confirm that police are
looking for two males that en-
tered the premises shortly be-
fore 8.20pm where a number of
gunshots were heard from that
premises,” Detective Superin-
tendent Craig Middleton said.
Police set up a crime scene at a
house in Arbutus St in Canley
Heights, with NSW Police
Commissioner Mal Lanyon re-
vealing detectives from the
NSW homicide squad also
seized two vehicles used to
transport the two injured men
to hospital.

A gang war has erupted across
the city’s west since the start of
the year, with the two rivals in-
volved in a spate of shootings
and firebombings of homes and
businesses associated with gang
figures.

New antibody treatment boosts immune response against tumor: study 4 )’

Jerusalem, July 16 : Israeli re-
searchers and their colleagues
from the United States devel-
oped an antibody-based treat-
ment that empowers the body's
immune system to effectively
attack cancer cells and prevent
their spread, Israel's Weizmann
Institute of Science (WIS) said
in a statement on Thursday.

WIS-led scientists revealed that a
form of breast cancer known as
triple-negative breast cancer en-
courages nearby immune cells to
form "molecular bridges." These
bridges prevent immune cells
from attacking the tumor, result-
ing in immune suppression.

The research team demonstrated
that an antibody treatment block-

ing the formation of these bridges
can revive the immune system's
ability to mount a robust attack on
cancer cells, halting tumor pro-
gression in mouse models.

They explained that while the
breast cancer cells themselves ex-
press very low levels of the pro-
tein CD84, which is used to build
the bridges, they induce nearby

immune cells to produce large
quantities of this protein, creating
the bridges that suppress the im-
mune response.

The study also found that higher
levels of CD84 in patients' tumors
were linked to shorter survival
times.

Experiments with genetically en-
gineered mice lacking CD84 re-

vealed smaller tumor growth,
highlighting how CDg84
within the tumor environment
suppresses T cell activity in
the immune system.

Vietnam strives o be among
top threg ASEAN countrigs
in industrial competitiveness

-

Hanoi, July 16 : Vietnam strives
to be among the top three South-
east Asian countries in terms of
industrial competitiveness by the
end of this decade, Vietnam
News on Thursday cited the goal
proposed by the Ministry of In-
dustry and Trade as saying. The
country's industrial sector aims
to have over 40 per cent share in
gross domestic product (GDP)
by 2030.

The manufacturing and process-
ing industry alone is expected to
account for around 30 per cent
of the GDP, according to the
ministry's action plan.

r

Pakistan: Sindhileader urges UNto act on enforced disappearance of activisls | | Vance accuses Biden of asylum fraud

JRE ity to take immediate notice of all forcibly disap- Washington, July 16 : [,JS Vice P resideret J,D ‘
SR Vance accused the previous Biden adminis- )

peared Sindhi political activists and hold Pakistan’s ) ) ;
military and intelligence agencies accountable un- trathI,l of allowing widespread a buse of the
der international law. American asylum system and said the Trump
The Sindhi leader accused the Pakistani military and administration was proseceltmg immigration- E\
intelligence agencies of operating with complete related fraud while tightening bordee enforce- - ) .
impunity and arbitrarily arresting Sindhi political ac- ment. Vance told reporters at a \Z\‘/lelte Hoelse u.ndee the Bl.den administra-
tivists engaged in peaceful political struggle. fEWs €0 nference”t hat one of the blggest tm- - tion, it's not just that they let
He said many have been subjected to inhuman tor- megratlon frauds unQer former Pres1d§nt Joe a flood of people across the
ture, prolonged illegal detention, enforced disappear- Biden was the handling of asylum claims at southern border,” Vance said.
the southern border. “But it's also that they al-

ance, and extrajudicial killing. Hundreds of Sindhi . ) A .
activists. he added. The biggest immigration fraud that existed lowed the asylum.

Berlin, July 16 : Shafi Burfat,
Chairman of the Jeay Sindh
Muttahida Mahaz (JSMM),
called on the United Nations
and the international commu-
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Centre kicksof e-Bill System

for handling Rs 2 lakh crore fertiliser subsidy

New Delhi, July 16 : Union Min-
ister for Chemicals and Fertilisers
Jagat Prakash Nadda on Thursday
inaugurated the e-Bill System,
which will enable the government
to process the fertiliser subsidy of
approximately Rs 2 lakh crore at
Kartavya Bhawan in the national
capital. Addressing the event, the
Minister said that this online sys-
tem would play a significant role
in strengthening transparent, effi-
cient and technology-driven gov-
ernance.

Secretary Fertilisers Rajat Kumar
Mishra said that the launch marks
a major milestone in modernising
the Department’s financial opera-
tions. The newly launched system
represents a paradigm shift from
manual, paper-based processes to
a fully digital, system-to-system
workflow, eliminating the need for
any physical movement of bills.
This initiative is a significant out-

come of the unique technologi-
cal partnership between iFMS
(Integrated Financial Manage-
ment System) of the Department
of Fertilisers and PFMS of the
Controller General of Accounts
(CGA), Ministry of Finance.
This transformation significantly
enhances transparency and ac-
countability by creating a
centralised and tamper-proof
digital audit trail for all financial
transactions, thereby facilitating
easier monitoring and audits.
The system provides senior of-
ficials with real-time oversight of
expenditures and strengthened
financial control, as all payments
are tracked and reported cen-
trally under the unified system.
The seamless data exchange be-
tween the Department’s internal
system and PFMS eliminates
duplicate data entry, reduces
manual errors.

Gurugram, July 16 : Haryana
Industry and Commerce, Envi-
ronment, Forest and Wildlife
Minister Rao Narbir Singh said
that the state government aims
to include Gurugram in the top
10 cities of the country.

He also directed the Municipal
Corporation Manesar (MCM)
officials to work towards free-
ing the government land from
encroachment and ensuring
polythene.

Singh chaired a meeting with

Gurugram will be included
intop 10 cities of country: Haryana Minister

the MCM officials and dis-
cussed points related to the
MCM.

Kolkata, July 16 : West Ben-
gal Health Department is now
planning to reach the door-
steps of all girls’ schools in
the state and organise cervi-
cal cancer vaccination camps
there. An insider from the
state health department said
that before organising these
vaccination camps on the
campuses of the girls’
schools, the state government
will take consent from the
guardians of the students
studying in those girls’
schools. “The consent of a
minimum of 50 guardians
from a particular girls’ school

Bengal govt to organise
cervical cancer vaccination camps in girls' schools

will be necessary for that purpose.
The district officials from the state
health department will contact the
headmistresses of the schools and
request them to organise a meet-
ing with the guardians and the
health department officials. In
those meetings, the guardians will
be made aware of the importance
of cervical cancer vaccination and
the dangers of skipping such vac-
cination. After a detailed explana-
tion, consent will be sought from
the guardians to organise a cervi-
cal cancer vaccination camp in
that respective institution,” said
the state health department offi-
cial. He also explained the ratio-

nale for organising cervical can-
cer vaccination camps on the pre-
mises of the girls’ schools.

“From May 30 this year, the pi-
lot project for vaccination
camps to prevent cervical can-
cer among adolescent girls offi-
cially started in West Bengal,
with Chief Minister Suvendu

WHEEL CLUB

FDURGAPUR
:

Adhikari inaugurating the
programme. From the end of
May till July 10, a total of
1,92,940 girls have been vac-
cinated. However, the pace of
vaccination has slowed down
in the last two weeks. In this
situation, the state government
has taken a new decision.

| '.‘\?

JSK Asembly Spe;kér says detned
MLA Malik can attend session if court or govt permis

Srinagar, July 16 : J&amp;K Assembly Speaker, Abdul
Rahim Rather, said on Thursday that it would be a wel-
come step if incarcerated Doda MLA Mehraj Malik at-
tends the upcoming session, but clarified that the deci-
sion lies with the court or the government.

Rather said Malik would need to seek permission
through legal channels. "He needs to approach the court,
or if the government allows him, he should attend. It
depends on whether the government or the court per-
mits him," he said. On the issue of PDP legislator
Waheed Parra, Rather confirmed that the show-cause
notice issued against him is still under examination.
"Parra has submitted his reply, and the matter is under
consideration,” he said. The Speaker added that Parra
had earlier spread misinformation claiming that the
Assembly Secretariat had approved the Public Safety
Act (PSA) against the Doda legislator, which, he clari-
fied, was incorrect. "The Secretariat does not have such
powers. PSA is imposed by the District Magistrate,"
Rather asserted. The Speaker said that the upcoming
session of the J&amp;K Assembly summoned by the
Lt Governor on October 23 will be short and that a pro-
visional calendar will be issued soon.

BJP warns of defamation case against
Omar Abdullah over ‘poaching' allegation, NC hits back

New Delhi, July 16 : The Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) leaders on Thursday
threatened to lodge a defamation case
against Jammu and Kashmir Chief Min-
ister and Vice President of the ruling Na-
tional Conference (NC) Omar Abdullah
if the latter is unable to present evidence
that supports his allegation of the former
conspiring to break his party.

Addressing party workers a day earlier,
the Jammu and Kashmir CM said:
"When offers of money and ministerial
posts failed, attempts are now being
made behind closed doors to lure our
MLAs. I will ensure the BJP cannot
make a backdoor entry here."

"They are trying once again to break the
NC. I have been told that one of our

MLAs from Jammu was of-
fered Rs 2030 crore, a minis-
terial berth and a promise of
statehood if he joined them.
They think people's conscience
is so cheap,” he said without
naming the MLA. Responding
to the allegation, Leader of
Opposition in the J&amp;K
Assembly and BJP MLA Sunil
Sharma said: "We have already
rejected these allegations and
challenged Omar Abdullah to
name the BJP leaders allegedly
involved. He will not do so
because these allegations are
baseless. By making irrespon-
sible statements.

Jaipur, July 16 The
Rajasthan government has
taken the recent eight maternal
deaths (six in Bhilwara and two
in Banswara) with utmost se-
riousness and has ordered a
comprehensive investigation
into the incidents, officials said

on Thursday. State Health Minis-
ter Gajendra Singh Khimsar said
that specialist officers from the Di-
rectorate of Medical and Health
Services have been deputed to
both districts to ascertain the ac-
tual causes of the deaths through
a scientific and fact-based inquiry.

The Minister added that a meet-
ing of gynaecologists from across
the state has been convened on
July 12 to review the cases, delib-
erate on necessary corrective mea-
sures, and formulate recommen-
dations to further strengthen ma-
ternal healthcare services.

Raj govt orders detailed probe into maternal deaths in Bhilwara and Banswara

He will also visit Bhilwara on
Tuesday to review the situation on
the ground. Khimsar said that the
preliminary report received from
Mahatma Gandhi Hospital in
Bhilwara has found no evidence
of infection in the operation the-
atre. The report indicates that the

five women who died over a pe-
riod of six days succumbed to dif-
ferent and unrelated medical com-

plications, with no common
cause linking the deaths.

One patient died due to Myo-
cardial Infarction (heart attack)
and was not pregnant.
Another patient, who did not
undergo surgery, died due to
acute gastroenteritis, hypov-
olemic shock, septicemia, in-
trauterine fetal death, and se-
vere anaemia.

Assam remediates
69 pc legacy waste in
urhan areas: CM Sarma

Guwahati, July 16 : Assam
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma said on Thursday that ef-
fective urban garbage manage-
ment remains one of the lesser
discussed achievements of his
government, asserting that the
state has already remediated 65
per cent of legacy waste in ur-
ban areas under the Swachh
Bharat Mission.

Chandigarh, July 16 : The
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
government in Punjab is mis-
leading the people by making
a false claim that Rs 23,446
crore is pending under the
Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guaran-
tee Act (MGNREGA) from
the Centre, state BJP General
Secretary Anil Sarin said here
on Thursday.

Launching a sharp attack on
Finance Minister Harpal
Singh Cheema, Sarin alleged
that figures from the Stand-
ing Committee on Rural De-
velopment and Panchayati
Raj (2024-2025) are being
misrepresented. He said that

AAP govt in Punjab misleading
people on MGNREGA fund allocations: BJP

while Cheema is “showing the
first page of the report, the very
next page of the same report
clearly states that in 2024-25 there
are no pending wage dues of
MGNREGA workers in any
state”.

Explaining the funding mecha-
nism under MGNREGA, Sarin
said the first instalment is released
every year in the first half of April.
Thereafter, once a state submits
utilisation certificates in accor-
dance with prescribed rules for the
funds already received, the next
instalment is released immedi-
ately.

However, he said that if a state
fails to submit utilisation certifi-
cates as per the rules, the Central

government cannot release
the subsequent instalment
under the provisions of the
MGNREGA Act.

Sarin further alleged that out
of 13,304 panchayats in
Punjab, audits of 5,915
panchayats have not been
conducted so far. He also
claimed that 10,653 cases of
fraud or forgery have come
to light under the
MGNREGA scheme, but the
AAP government in the state
is avoiding action in these
cases.
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Contradictory messages from UP: SP chief talks
alliance while Cong welcomes defectors on same day

New Delhi, July 16 : In an ironic
turn, the day that Samajwadi
Party (SP) president Akhilesh
Yadav announced that alliance
with its partners would continue
in future elections, several of his
party members crossed over to
the Congress ahead of next
year’s Assembly poll. While de-

fections are not new in India’s
political landscape, the timing and
scale of the move carry significant
implications for the Opposition al-
liance strategy.

The SP and Congress have earlier
too entered into a tactical partner-
ship under the broader INDIA bloc
framework.
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India’s improving macros, rupee
stahility contribute significantly to pivotin FP! flows

New Delhi, July 16 : The
changes made by the gov-
ernment in taxation of debt
investment have made debt
investment in India attrac-
tive for FPIs, which is also
an important factor contrib-
uting to the stability in ru-

pee, according to analysts.
The shift in the stance of FPIs
towards India, which turned
positive beginning early July,
is continuing. The total FPI in-
vestment through the second-
ary market (up to July 10)
stands at Rs 5,155 crore.
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Southeast Asian
countries suffer as
China's thriving rare
earth industry

poisons Mekong river

New Delhi, July 16 :
China’s thriving rare earth
industry is leading to mas-
sive pollution in the Mekong
River, that flows down-
stream into South East Asian
countries like Thailand, with
heavy metals like arsenic
being confirmed in the
river’s mainstream sedi-
ment, according to a report
in Myanmar’s Mizzima
news portal.

The report highlighted that
China tightened environ-
mental enforcement on its
own rare earth industry but
shifted the mining opera-
tions across the border into
Kachin and Shan States in
Myanmar.

Seoul, July 16 : Eco-friendly
vehicles accounted for half of
new car registrations in South
Korea in the first half of this
year, driven by a sharp in-
crease in electric vehicle (EV)
sales, an auto market tracker
said on Thursday.

It marked the first time that
eco-friendly vehicles made up
more than half of new car reg-
istrations during the January-
June period, according to the
CarlsYou Data Research Cen-
ter, which cited government
data, reports Yonhap news
agency. In the first six months
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Eco-friendly cars account for half
of new car registrations in S. Korea in H1
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of the year, registrations of eco-
friendly vehicles -- including bat-
tery electric, gasoline hybrid and
hydrogen fuel-cell models -- to-
talled 429,163 units, accounting
for 50.4 percent of the 851,833
newly registered vehicles, the data
showed. The share of eco-friendly
vehicles has risen steadily, from
9.1 percent in 2020 to 25.5 per-
cent in 2023 and 38.5 percent in
2025. Meanwhile, the share of
gasoline-powered vehicles fell to
39 percent in the first half, drop-
ping below the 40 percent mark
for the first time since 2016, when
the figure stood at 39.9 percent.

Robust EV sales drove the
overall increase in eco-
friendly vehicle registrations.
EV registrations surged 112.6
percent from a year earlier to
198,969 units in the first half,
making EVs the only major
power train category to post
on-year growth.

"An expanded lineup of new
models and the early dis-
bursement of government EV
subsidies have helped eco-
friendly vehicles become
mainstream in the domestic
auto market," an industry of-
ficial said.

Solar, wind expansion in India set to
trigger $10-15 billion land investments by 2030

New Delhi, July 16 : An es-
timated $110-120 billion in-
vestment is expected to flow
into the Indian renewable en-
ergy sector in the next few
years, primarily for solar and
wind projects, a new report
showed on Thursday.

By 2030, the upcoming solar
and wind projects would
translate into $10—15 billion
opportunity in land aggrega-
tion and acquisition. This
growth outlook is led by the

government’s definitive targets
to transition to cleaner and
greener energy sources in its
bid to become net zero in the
long term, said the report by
Colliers India.

“India’s renewable energy ca-
pacity stands at 251 GW, and
with another 270-300 GW of
expected solar and wind energy
additions by 2030, the sector is
set to enter its next phase of
accelerated growth,” said
Badal Yagnik.

Samsung Electronics to bring forward
opening of 1st Yongin chip plantto 2029

Seoul, July 16 : Samsung Electronics is mov-
ing to begin operations at the first semicon-
ductor fabrication plant in its Yongin chip clus-
ter in 2029, one to two years earlier than
planned, industry sources said on Thursday. cal.

The accelerated timeline comes as the govern-
ment speeds up development of the Yongin
National Industrial Complex, a national stra-
tegic project set to serve as the company's next-
generation semiconductor manufacturing hub,

reports Yonhap news agency.

Samsung is currently planning to begin opera-
tions in 2029 at the first of six semiconductor
plants to be built at the Yongin industrial com-
plex, just south of Seoul, according to the
sources. "An earlier start of operations at the
first plant will enable Samsung to respond
more quickly to rapidly growing global de-
mand for artificial intelligence chips," an in-

dustry official said.

Separately, the chipmaker said last month that,
under its mega project investment plan, it plans
to invest 2,030 trillion won (US$1.35 trillion)
in its Pyeongtaek and Yongin semiconductor
clusters, along with 400 trillion won to build
two new chip plants in Gwangju, 270 kilome-

ters south of Seoul.

Meanwhile, Samsung Group and SK Group
vowed a combined investment of 8§96 trillion
won ($578 billion) in the southwest region, in
line with the government's vision of pursuing
shared growth in the artificial intelligence (Al)
industry, the industry ministry said.

basis.

Kirloskar Industries'
Q4 net profit falls 8 pc to Rs 43 crore

Mumbai, July 16 : Kirloskar Industries on
Thursday reported a 7.90 per cent decline in
its consolidated net profit for the March
quarter (Q4) of FY26.

The company posted a consolidated net
profit of Rs 43.10 crore in the January-March
quarter, compared to Rs 46.8 crore reported
in the corresponding quarter of the previous
financial year (Q4 FY25), according to its
regulatory filing.

Revenue from operations rose 4.55 per cent
year-on-year to Rs 1,827.41 crore in the
fourth quarter of FY26, against Rs 1,747.82
crore recorded in the same quarter last fis-

The company’s earnings before interest,
taxes, depreciation and amortisation
(EBITDA) increased 4.8 per cent to Rs 216
crore during the quarter under review, com-
pared to Rs 206 crore in Q4 FY25.

However, the EBITDA margin remained un-
changed at 11.8 per cent on a year-on-year

Along with its quarterly earnings, Kirloskar
Industries also announced a final dividend
of Rs 13 per equity share of face value Rs
10 each for the financial year 2025-26.
“The Board of Directors has recommended
a final dividend of Rs 13 (130 per cent) per
equity share of Rs 10 each for the Financial
Year 2025-2026, subject to the approval of
the members of the Company at the ensuing
Annual General Meeting,” the company said
in its exchange filing.

Indian stock market

opens flat
after US Fed rate cut

Mumbai, July 16 : The In-
dian benchmark indices
opened flat on Thursday af-
ter the second consecutive
rate cut by the US Fed, as
selling was seen in auto,
PSU bank, media, oil and
gas sectors. Sensex was
trading at 79,522.39 after
slipping 19.40 points or
0.02 per cent. At the same
time, Nifty was trading at
24,179.85 after slipping
19.50 points or 0.08 per
cent. The market trend re-
mained negative. On the
National Stock Exchange
(NSE), 746 stocks were
trading in green, while 1463
stocks were trading in red.
Nifty Bank was at
51,897.05 after slipping
19.45 points or 0.04 per
cent. The Nifty Midcap 100
index was trading at
57,116.50 after gaining 7.35
points or 0.01 per cent. The
Nifty Smallcap 100 index
was trading at 18,749.75
after slipping 14.10 points
or 0.08 per cent. Tata Mo-
tors, Reliance, ICICI Bank,
Asian Paints, Maruti and
NTPC were the top losers in
the Sensex pack.

Tata Power to supply wind,
solar energy to run Noida airport

New Delhi, July 16 : Tata
Power announced on Thurs-
day that it has signed an
agreement with Noida Inter-
national Airport (NIA) which
will entail a total investment
of Rs 550 crore in solar and
wind power supply, as well as
the development of essential
dry utilities and smart energy
infrastructure at the airport.

Under this arrangement, Tata
Power Trading Company Ltd.
will supply 10.8 MW of wind
power to NIA, with secured
assets from Tata Power Re-
newable Energy Ltd.

(TPREL). In addition, TPREL
will develop, operate, and
maintain a 13 MW onsite solar
power capacity to meet the
airport’s overall energy needs.
Further bolstering the
airport's operational resil-
ience, Tata Power has under-
taken the development of
critical dry utilities, including
essential electrical infrastruc-
ture, and will provide opera-
tion and maintenance
(O&amp;M) services for this
infrastructure over a 25-year
period to meet the airport's
smart energy requirements.
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Niva Bupa Health Insurance’s

1PO subscribed 65 pc on day 1

Mumbai, July 16 : Niva
Bupa Health Insurance Com-
pany saw its initial public of-
fering (IPO) subscribed 65 per
cent on the first day of bid-
ding. The issue received bids
0f'11,19,04,400 shares against
the offered 17,28,57,143 eq-
uity shares, at a price band of
Rs 70-74, according to the
data available on the stock
exchanges, according to a
company statement. Retail
portion and non-institutional
investors portion were sub-

scribed 0.71 times and 0.33
times respectively, whereas
Qualified Institutional Buyer
portion was subscribed 0.79
times. The issue will close on
Thursday. The IPO is a mix of
fresh issue of up to Rs 800
crore and an offer of sale (OFS)
up to Rs 1,400 crore by Bupa
Singapore Holdings Pte. Ltd.,
Fettle Tone LLP.

A day before the opening of the
issue, Niva Bupa Health Insur-
ance Company raised Rs 990
crore from anchor investors.
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Child deaths linked

Surat, July 16 : Three chil-
dren have died, and six others
have tested positive for the
Chandipura virus in Gujarat
over the past 10 days, state
Health Minister Praful
Pansheriya said on Thursday,
as authorities intensified sur-
veillance and treatment efforts
to contain the infection.
Speaking to IANS in Surat dis-
trict, Pansheriya said health of-
ficials had identified 17 sus-
pected cases among children
and sent samples for labora-
tory testing.

to Chandipura virus: Gujarat Health Minister

"We identified 17 suspected cases
among children and conducted
Chandipura virus tests. Of these,
10 children tested negative, while
six tested positive for the virus and
are undergoing treatment. Sadly,
three children have died over the
past 10 days," the minister said.
The latest figures indicate an in-
crease from the initial cluster of
cases reported earlier this week in
Panchmahal district, where two
children died after testing positive
for the virus.

A third fatality was later reported
after a six-year-old child from

Rajasthan, who was undergoing treatment
at Himmatnagar Civil Hospital in
Sabarkantha district, succumbed to the in-
fection. State health authorities have stepped
up surveillance in affected areas by conduct-
ing door-to-door screening, collecting blood
samples from suspected patients and carry-
ing out insecticide spraying after sand flies,
the primary vectors associated with the vi-
rus, were detected in the affected villages.

Medical teams have also been deployed to
monitor children with symptoms and

strengthen disease surveillance.
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18-member panel to review ongoing survey

identifying illegal, unrecognised madrasas in Bengal

Kolkata, July 16 : West Bengal
Minority Affairs and Madrasah
Education Department has consti-
tuted an 18-member committee to
review the ongoing survey to iden-
tify illegally run unrecognised
madrasas, often termed as 'Khariji
Madrasahs', in 12 districts of the
state.

The review committee will start
visiting the districts from July 15
and thereafter submit a detailed
report to the state Minority Affairs
and Madrasah Education depart-
ment by July 21.

Based on the review committee's
recommendation, the department
will take further action, said an
official from the state secretariat
of Nabanna. The 12 districts
where such review exercises will
be conducted are Cooch Behar,

PM Modi's govt serving

North  Dinajpur, Malda,
Murshidabad, Birbhum, West
Midnapore, East Midnapore,
Nadia, Hooghly, Howrah, North
24 Parganas and South 24
Parganas.

To recall, in the first week of June,
a notification was issued on this
count, directing the District Mag-
istrates (DMs) to send comprehen-
sive reports on madrasas in their
respective districts to the state sec-
retariat of Nabanna by July 5.
Now, with the preliminary report
from the DMs already available,
state government insiders said that
12 districts have been identified
which need a second round of sur-
vey in view of the high number of
such unrecognised madrasas.
Hence, the decision to conduct
another round of review of the

people without any discrimination: Kiren Rijiju

Dehradun, July 16 : Union Minor-
ity Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju said
on Thursday that the government
under the leadership of Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi is working
with the spirit of "Sabka Saath,
Sabka Vikas", ensuring develop-
ment for every citizen without any
discrimination based on religion or
community. Inaugurating the five-
day 6th Lok Samvardhan Parv at
Parade Ground, Dehradun, in the
presence of Uttarakhand Chief Min-
ister Pushkar Singh Dhami, Rijiju

said: "This festival has emerged
as an important national platform
for artisans, weavers,
craftspersons and entrepreneurs to
showcase their talent, traditional
craftsmanship and products.” The
five-day festival brings over 150
artisanal and food stalls, live craft
demonstrations and cultural per-
formances, marking the first-ever
Lok Samvardhan Parv organised
in partnership with the
Uttarakhand government under
the PM VIKAS Scheme.

state of affairs in the madrasa education system
in these 12 districts has been taken before the
state government takes the final administrative

decision on them.

In the earlier notification issued last month, the
DMs were asked to provide relevant details of
the madrasas in their respective districts, like
the day of foundation of the madrasa concerned;
whether they are registered with the state Mi-
nority Affairs and Madrasah Education Depart-
ment or not; details of their registration; details
of the students studying there and the teaching
and non-teaching staff attached to them, whether
these madrasas were residential or not and fi-
nally on the curriculum offered there.

Before that, in May this year, immediately after
taking charge as the new Minority Affairs and
Madrasah Education minister in the new
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-ruled West Ben-
gal government, Khudiram Tudu announced that
the state administration would crack down on

madrasas operating illegally.

On the Occasion
of Publication of

oniting deas Forum 2026
sparks nationaldialogue on education
eadership & naion-hulding

| New Delhi, July 16 : The Igniting
Ideas Forum 2026, hosted by
Pitambar Publishing Company at the
India International Centre in the na-
tional capital, unfolded as a vibrant
national dialogue on leadership,
education, and nation-building.
The event marked the release of "Ig-
niting a Billion Lamps" by eminent
educationist and author Ashok K
Pandey, and was designed as an in-
tellectual forum rather than a con-
ventional book launch.

The gathering brought together lead-
ing educationists, policymakers,
governance experts, and civil soci-
ety members to deliberate on the
future of India's education system.
At the heart of the discussion was
the question: What kind of leader-
ship should be fostered in schools
to prepare India for the future?

PUEL
Aerial & satellite imaging
planned as ‘New Noida’
project moves forward

Noida, July 16 : An important meeting re-
garding the Dadri Noida Ghaziabad Invest-
ment Region (DNGIR), also known as New
Noida, was held on Thursday at the Noida
Authority. The meeting was chaired by the
Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Lokesh M.
According to official information, several im-
portant decisions were made during this meet-
ing, including the establishment of a tempo-
rary office near the Eastern Peripheral Ex-
pressway, as well as plans to obtain aerial and
satellite photographs related to the project.
Officials from all departments were present
during the interactions at the meeting. The
DNGIR area was notified on August 29,2017,
and its master plan for 2041 was approved
by the Cabinet on October 18, 2024.

The notified area encompasses a total of 80
villages in the Gautam Buddh Nagar and
Bulandshahr districts. Development of the
area is planned in four phases, scheduled to
be completed by 2041. In the first phase, the
development of 3,165 hectares of land is to
be completed by 2027.

}

Chhattisgarh: Widow sisters of Ambikapur
share touching story of transformation under PMAY scheme

Raipur, July 16 : Building a house is a dream of
everyone’s life. A person works arduously and rig-
orously to build a home of his dreams but for the
poor and downtrodden families, this dream rarely
transforms into a reality.

However, the situation is no longer the same under

. FTIT VR
v Tavd v

1520546065352 AR : AR

]

the Modi government. Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY), a
flagship scheme of the Modi
government is helping realise the
dream of many poor families to
build their own ‘pucca’ houses.

New Delhi, July 16 : India
and Canada concluded the
third round of negotiations
for the Comprehensive Eco-
nomic Partnership Agree-
ment (CEPA) in Ottawa from
July 6-10, it was announced
on Thursday.

The discussions witnessed
positive progress across mul-
tiple negotiating tracks, reaf-
firming the shared commit-
ment of both countries to con-
clude the negotiations in 2026,
in line with the vision of the
leaders, said Department of
Commerce in a post on X. On
the sidelines of the G7 Sum-
mit in Evian, France, last
month, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi signalled that
he may visit Canada this year
and hoped that the long-pend-
ing Free Trade Agreement
(FTA) between both countries

India, Canada conclude
3rd round of negotiations for trade pact

g

will be signed before his visit.
PM Modi made the comment dur-
ing a meeting with Canadian coun-
terpart Mark Carney.

"You're right that we're very excited
about the Free Trade Agreement.
And, as you've invited me to come
to Canada, I'm also trying to come
this year. And, before I come, let's
complete this agreement. We want
to make a lot of progress in tech-

of misgovernance,
repression of people

New Delhi, July 16 : This
week’s flare-up in Paki-
stan-Occupied-Jammu and
Kashmir (POJK) is not one
in isolation. The rise in
voices of revolt from vari-
ous parts of the country re-

nology. In energy security,
Canada can be a very big part-

ner. So these are all the areas flect decades of
that will be discussed a lot to- misgovernance and quix-
day. And I'm very grateful to otic adventures by

you that I'm getting a chance
to meet all of you," said PM
Modi. Carney said that both
countries continue to make
"very good progress" on con-
cluding the FTA.

Islamabad. As Islamabad
grapples with widespread
revolt for independence in
Balochistan and unrest in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
(KP).
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Russia to consdeNAO’s strengthening
nuclear potential in its military planning: Minister

Moscow, July 16 : Russia will
take the strengthening of
NATO's overall nuclear poten-
tial into account in its military
planning, the country's Deputy
Foreign Minister said on Thurs-
day. "We cannot ignore the ob-
vious strengthening of the
nuclear component of NATO's
overall potential, which is in fact
occurring as a result of Europe's
efforts to develop its own

nuclear capabilities in addi-
tion to the US's correspond-
ing 'umbrella,'"" Sergei
Ryabkov, Russian Deputy
Foreign Minister, was
quoted as saying by Russia's
leading Tass news agency
during an interview with lo-
cal media. He also said that
the strategic risks of a "head-
on clash" between NATO
and Russia are increasing.

US renews call
to free Cuba prisoners

Washington, July 16 : The
United States renewed its call for
the immediate release of politi-
cal prisoners in Cuba as Secre-
tary of State Marco Rubio
marked the fifth anniversary of
the July 11, 2021, anti-govern-
ment demonstrations, saying the
Cuban people still deserve "a bet-
ter future" after decades of repres-
sion and economic hardship un-
der the Communist government.
In a statement issued on the anni-
versary of the protests, Rubio said
thousands of Cubans had taken to
the streets five years ago demand-
ing change for themselves and
their families.

"Five years ago, thousands of Cu-
bans took to the streets to demand
a better future for themselves and
their families, seeking change af-
ter decades of repression and eco-
nomic incompetence by the Com-
munist regime," Rubio said.

He said the government responded
by crushing the demonstrations.

"True to form, the regime responded
with brutality, beating peaceful
demonstrators in the streets and ar-
resting thousands of everyday Cu-
bans," Rubio said.

According to the Secretary of State,
hundreds of those arrested remain
in prison. "To this day, hundreds of
Cubans remain unjustly detained
for the simple sin of asking for ba-
sicrights, opportunities, and dignity.
We reiterate our call for the imme-
diate release of these, and all, po-
litical prisoners in Cuba," he said.
Rubio said President Donald Trump
and his administration wanted "a
better future for Cuba and its long-
suffering people." He said that af-
ter "decades of repression and gross
mismanagement," Cuba's economy
was "in freefall," leaving people to
endure "blackouts, hunger, and dep-
rivation." Rubio added that the
United States had continued to sup-
port the Cuban people through hu-
manitarian assistance and exports of
food, medicine and other essential

goods. "In this Administration, we
have offered Cuba aid, assistance
with reconstruction, and the prom-
ise of a new relationship between
our two countries, if the regime will
only agree to make political and
economic reforms to allow the
country a chance at prosperity," he
said. The Secretary of State accused
Cuba's leadership of rejecting re-
form in favour of preserving its grip
on power.

"Sadly, the regime and its corrupt
elites continue to refuse any efforts
at meaningful reform, instead con-
tinuing to prioritise perpetuating
their own total control over the Cu-
ban people, and their dogmatic ad-

herence to their failed and morally
bankrupt Marxist ideology," Rubio
said. He also alleged that Cuba's
leaders continued to consolidate
economic control, move the
country's remaining resources over-
seas and blame others for the
island's problems. Rubio further
accused the Cuban government of
aligning itself with "America's en-
emies," calling it "a serious national
security threat" by "hosting hostile
foreign military, intelligence, terror,
and operations less than 100 miles
from our homeland and support-
ing dangerous subversive and ter-
ror networks in the United States
itself."

Washington, July 16 : Glo-
bal family offices are increas-
ingly turning their attention
to India as a long-term invest-
ment destination, driven by
diaspora-led entrepreneur-
ship, technology innovation,
and the country’s expanding
role in the global economy,
the organizer of the world's
largest and most exclusive
gathering of family wealth
has said.

India is emerging as a key
focus area for wealthy inves-

|

Global index shows
corruption
is on the rise in Pakistan

New Delhi, July 16 : The
widely quoted Corruption Per-
ceptions Index, prepared annu-
ally by Transparency Interna-
tional, has ranked Pakistan 135
out of 180 countries for 2026,
according to an article in the Pa-

Global family offices eye
India as long-term investment destination

tors looking beyond traditional
markets, particularly as Indian-
origin entrepreneurs who built
companies abroad are beginning
to channel capital and expertise
back home, Anthony Ritossa,
founder of the Global Family Of-
fice Investment Summit, told
IANS in an interview.

Following the latest summit in
Miami, Ritossa said his platform,
launched in 2016 with a small
gathering of 60 people in Dubai,
has grown into a global network
of family offices, entrepreneurs,

conglomerate business owners,
and members of royal and ruling
families.

“It was a relatively small gather-
ing back then,” he said, adding
that the summit series “snow-
balled since then” and now attracts
repeat delegates from around the
world. Chairman of the Ritossa
Family Office, Ritossa is a family
office influencer and impact in-
vestor.

The Global Family Office Invest-
ment Summit now convenes in
cities including Dubai, Miami,

Monaco, Riyadh, and locations on
the French Riviera, bringing to-
gether decision-makers in what
Ritossa described as a “safe har-
bor environment.” Miami Mayor
Francis Suarez, he noted, has char-

acterized the conference as
“becoming a bridge between
the US and the Middle East
with Miami and Dubai being
the gateway cities.”

Ritossa said the family office
community differs from tradi-
tional venture capital in both
mindset and time horizon.
“Family office investment
capital tends to be more perma-
nent capital, and it takes a much
longer-term horizon,” he said,
contrasting it with venture
capital funds that often operate
on shorter cycles and answer to
limited partners.

He said family offices have his-
torically been early movers into
emerging sectors.

kistan media. There is a need to
see the change in ranking of Pa-

kistan over the years, as the in-
cidence of corruption has been
highlighted in a recent report by
the IMF, the article in the finan-
cial newspaper Business Re-
corder said. In 2015, Pakistan
was placed at 117 out of 168
countries, equivalent to the 70th
percentile. Therefore, there has
been a worsening in Pakistan’s
ranking over the last decade.
This can be seen as a justifica-
tion for the IMF report.
Pakistan also has a low rating in
the Human Development Index
(HDI) of the United Nations De-
velopment Programme, which is
considered generally the most
appropriate index to assess the
overall economic state of a coun-
try. The HDI has three compo-
nents of education, health, and
per capita income. It is an indict-
ment of Pakistan, as it has the
lowest ranking of 168 among
South Asian countries.

Seoul, July 16 : The unifica-
tion ministry on Thursday
pushed back against criticism
that its newly published white
paper violates the Constitu-
tion, clarifying the controver-
sial 'two-state' language falls
under broader peace efforts
on the Korean Peninsula.
The ministry characterised
the 'two-state' language as an
"implementation strategy" to
achieve the current
administration's policy of
peaceful coexistence with
North Korea.

"(It) is an implementation
strategy to achieve the goal of
the policy of peaceful coex-

South Korea's ministry defends ‘two-state’
language for peaceful coexistence with North Korea

/)

istence on the Korean Penin-
sula -- institutionalisation of
peaceful coexistence between
South and North Korea," the
ministry said in a statement,
Yonhap news agency re-
ported.

It underscored its responsi-
bilities of devising such strat-
egies as the main government
branch in charge of the peace-
ful coexistence policy.

Pakistan’s religious freedom claims
under scrutiny amid persecution of minorities

Islamabad, July 16 : Pakistan
has witnessed recurring alle-
gations of forced conversions
and marriages involving Sikh
and Hindu girls, with such in-
cidents continuing to raise
concerns over the persecution
of religious minorities in the
country. Minority families in
Pakistan have repeatedly al-
leged that their daughters were
lured under the pretext of love
or coerced into conversion
before being married off, a re-
port has stated.

“Human rights organisations

at both national and international
levels have also expressed con-
cern over these issues. If Pakistan
truly claims to be committed to
protecting minorities and ensuring
religious freedom, it must go be-
yond formal statements and en-
sure fair investigations, strict pun-
ishment for offenders, and justice
for victims,” a report in Khalsa
Vox detailed. “The safety of mi-
nority girls, the protection of their
religious rights, and the restora-
tion of trust among their families
are essential for any claim of reli-
gious tolerance to be credible. The

true test of any democratic
and constitutional system lies
in how effectively it protects
its most vulnerable and mi-
nority citizens,” it added.
According to the report, Pa-
kistan has long projected it-
self'as a champion of religious
freedom and the protection of
minority  communities.
Through initiatives such as
the Kartarpur Corridor and
the facilitation of Sikh pil-
grimages.

Zambi adap‘t' Idia'seVIN platform

to strengthen medicine supply chain management

Lusaka, July 16 : The United
Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) Zambia and
UNDP India convened in Lusaka
to launch support for adapting
India’s Electronic Vaccine Intel-
ligence Network (eVIN) plat-
form for Zambia’s essential
medicines “Track and Trace" and
supply chain management sys-
tem. The five-day mission run-
ning being conducted in collabo-
ration with the Zambian Minis-
try of Health, the Zambia Medi-
cines and Medical Supplies
Agency (ZAMMSA), and the
Smart Zambia Institute. The ini-
tiative brought together techni-
cal experts from Zambia and In-
dia under a South-South coop-
eration framework aimed at
strengthening pharmaceutical
supply chain visibility, account-
ability, and data-driven decision-
making across the health sector.
“Originally developed in India to
strengthen vaccine logistics and
stock visibility, the eVIN plat-
form has become a globally
recognised digital public health
solution capable of enabling real-
time inventory management,

temperature monitoring, and im-
proved distribution efficiency.
Zambia is now exploring the ad-
aptation of the platform to sup-
port broader essential medicines
management and health com-
modity tracking,” read a state-
ment issued by the UNDP.
“The mission comes at a critical
time as Zambia continues to
strengthen resilience, transpar-
ency, and sustainability in the
health sector amid increasing
pressure on health financing sys-
tems and growing demand for
digital accountability mecha-
nisms. The initiative aligns with
Zambia’s national digital trans-
formation agenda, health sys-
tems strengthening priorities,
and ongoing efforts to modernise
medicine supply chain manage-
ment,” it added.

During the mission, the delega-
tion will engage with senior of-
ficials from the Ministry of
Health, Smart Zambia Institute,
ZAMMSA, and UNDP while
conducting technical working
sessions and field assessments
across national, provincial, dis-
trict, and facility levels.

Srael Embassy in
New Delhi hosts faunch of Eyal
Nir's book ‘Budo for Life’

New Delhi, July 16 : The Em-
bassy of Israel in New Delhi
hosted the official launch of the
book 'Budo for Life' by interna-
tionally acclaimed martial artist,
leadership mentor, and technol-
ogy executive Sensei Eyal Nir.
During the event, held in the
presence of Israel's Ambassador
to India, Reuven Azar, the author
presented the first copy of the
book to the envoy, marking its
official launch.

Budo, often translated as the
'martial way', is a holistic and
philosophical approach to mar-
tial arts deeply rooted in Japa-
nese culture. It extends beyond
the physical techniques of com-
bat to encompass spiritual and
ethical dimensions. Budo is not
just about fighting; it's about self-
improvement, discipline, and a
journey toward enlightenment.
Speaking to TANS, Nir said,
"The name is Budo for Life. That
means Budo, the traditional
Japanese martial arts, not just for
self-defence, which is obvious,
but as a tool for life. It is for any-
one, even people who do not
practice martial arts, to apply in
their personal and professional
lives and in their daily routines
by leveraging the wisdom.
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Kolkata, July 16 : A home tu-
tor who is accused of sexually
assaulting a 12th-grade student
by calling her to his home has
been arrested by the police,
said a senior police officer on
Thursday.

The incident was reported by
the Lake Town police station
in north Kolkata.

According to the police, the
tutor called the student to his
home for tutoring about four
days ago. The girl alleged that
the tutor wanted to spend time
with her under the pretext of

Police arrest home tutor
for sexually assaulting a 12th-grade student

teaching. He gave her a drink
laced with drugs. After taking the
drink, the student fell unconscious
within a few moments. At that
time, the tutor allegedly sexually
assaulted her. According to the
police, the student fell sick after
regaining consciousness, and she
wanted to go home. Later, she re-
turned home alone.

Later, she complained to her par-
ents against the tutor and narrated
the entire incident. Eventually, a
written complaint was filed by the
family of the student at the Lake
Town police station. On the basis

of that, the accused was ar-
rested on Saturday night.
The arrested tutor was pro-
duced before the
Bidhannagar court on Sun-
day. Police said that an inves-
tigation into the incident has
been initiated.

They have requested the
judge to grant the arrested
person into their custody for
the sake of the investigation.

Two-year-old girl abducted
from Jharkhand
rescued in MP's Singrauli

Singrauli, July 16 : The Police
in Madhya Pradesh's Singrauli
on Thursday claimed that they
have rescued a two-year-old girl
who was abducted from the
Baidhan Bus Stand and brought
her back safely from Jharkhand
within 36 hours of the complaint.
The incident occurred on May
16. The girl's father lodged a
complaint at the Baidhan Police
Station, saying that he was sleep-
ing with his daughter at the bus
stand. "When the girl's father
woke up late at night, her daugh-
ter was reportedly missing," ac-
cording to the police. After
searching the area and failing to
find his daughter, the girl's father
suspected she had been taken
away by an unidentified person.
Police registered a case and
started an investigation immedi-
ately into the matter. An Special
Investigation Team (SIT) was
formed under the supervision of
Singrauli Superintendent of Po-
lice (SP), Shiayaz K.M., with 10
teams comprising around 150
police personnel which were de-
ployed under the leadership.

SAIL inks pact with Administrative
Staff College of India for special courses

New Delhi, July 16 : The Steel
Authority of India Limited
(SAIL) and Administrative Staff
College of India (ASCI),
Hyderabad on Thursday signed
an MoU for academic collabo-
ration under which the steel
giant's executives will attend
specialised courses to upgrade
their leadership skills.

"This MoU will facilitate the
conduct of customised Manage-
ment Development Programmes
for the newly promoted execu-
tives of SAIL, among others.
Collaboration with reputed insti-
tutions is part of the overall
Learning &amp; Development
strategy of SAIL to provide fur-
ther academic exposure to the
company's executives facilitat-
ing them to grow in their leader-
ship positions,” the company
said in a statement.

The MoU was signed at SAIL's
corporate office in the national
capital in the presence of KK
Singh, Director (Personnel),
SAIL and Nirmalya Bagchi, Di-
rector, ASCI, Hyderabad.
Established in 1956 at the initia-
tive of the government and the
corporate sector, the ASCI,
Hyderabad, has pioneered post-
experience management educa-
tion in India.

Considered as the College for
Practicing Managers, ASCI
equips corporate managers, ad-
ministrators, entrepreneurs and
academicians with the skills to
synthesize managerial theory
and practice; and respond to the
ever-increasing complexity of
managerial issues confronting
government, industrial enter-
prises and non-government orga-
nizations.
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Kohima, July 16 : Nagaland
Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio on
Thursday emphasised that
while physical integration of
Naga-inhabited areas may not
be immediately possible, unity
in political, cultural, and social
spheres remains essential for
resolving the long-standing
Naga issue. Speaking at the
Tenyimi Youth Cultural Festi-

Nagaland‘ M urges
unity beyond borders for lasting political solution

R J"

' '.
Iy 77
i

Wi
broader Naga

val at Naga Heritage Village
Kisama, near Kohima, Rio reiter-
ated that integration has consis-
tently been a core demand, with
the Nagaland Assembly passing
multiple resolutions supporting
it. However, he stressed the need
to strengthen bonds beyond ter-
ritorial limits, urging Nagas to
remain united through shared
identity, traditions, and custom-

ary laws. Highlighting the
importance of cultural co-
hesion, Rio said that com-
munities like the Tenyimi,
spread across regions and
states, are connected by
common heritage and val-
ues. He noted that such
unity can reinforce the
broader Naga identity and
earn greater recognition.

Drougt eépens in
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TN's Namakkal as

dry lakes leave farmers staring at crop losses

Namakkal, July 16 : An acute
water shortage has gripped the
Kumarapalayam region of Tamil
Nadu's Namakkal district, leav-
ing farmers struggling to save
their crops as delayed monsoon
rains and the non-release of wa-
ter from the Mettur dam have
pushed the area towards a severe
agricultural crisis.

More than 20 irrigation lakes in
Kumarapalayam, Pallipalayam
and Veppadai have dried up com-
pletely, depriving thousands of
acres of farmland of their primary
source of irrigation.

With no significant rainfall and no
canal water reaching the region,
cultivation activities have come to
a near standstill, raising fears of
widespread crop failure and heavy
financial losses.

Agriculture remains the backbone
of the local economy, with paddy,
turmeric, banana and sugarcane
being the major crops cultivated
across the region. Many farmers had
already invested heavily in prepar-
ing their fields and purchasing
seeds, saplings and fertilisers,
largely through borrowed funds,
expecting a normal irrigation sea-
son. However, continued water
scarcity has left several fields un-
cultivated, while crops planted ear-
lier are beginning to wilt.

The prolonged dry spell has also se-
verely affected groundwater avail-
ability, further worsening the situa-
tion for farming families. In several
villages, the drying up of irrigation
tanks has created concerns not only
about agriculture but also about the
availability of drinking water for

residents and livestock. Farmers
fear that if water is not released soon
or adequate rainfall is not received
in the coming weeks, they could suf-
fer substantial crop losses, making
it increasingly difficult to repay ag-
ricultural loans and recover the in-
vestments made for the current cul-
tivation season. Many are worried
that another failed season could
force small and marginal farmers
deeper into debt and threaten their
livelihoods. The crisis has prompted
growing concern among local resi-
dents and social activists, who have
urged the Tamil Nadu government
to intervene immediately. They
have sought urgent field inspections
by agriculture and revenue officials
to assess the extent of crop damage
and the deteriorating water situa-
tion.

Wi
Gurugram: 294 illegal

colonies to he legalised soon

Gurugram, July 16 : People resid-
ing in 294 illegal colonies of
Gurugram are expected to get a big
relief as the Municipal Corporation of
Gurugram (MCGQG) has completed the
survey of these colonies and submit-
ted its report to the government.
These colonies can be regularised as
soon as the government approves so
that lakhs of residents living here will
be able to get basic amenities like
water, roads, sewer and street lights
for the first time. The Urban Local
Bodies (ULB) Department issued a
list of these colonies to the MCG in
February 2023, in which it was di-
rected to regularise them as per the
prescribed standards. Under this, the
survey has examined standards like
road width of the colonies, area of the
colony and validity of the land. This
work took eight months in which the
corporation ensured that all the colo-
nies were assessed in depth during the
survey. These colonies were mainly
settled illegally around or between the
regular colonies of the MCG limits.

Centre’s funds for tap water scheme
misused by BJP-ed IMC: Ex-minister Mukesh Nayak

Indore, July 16 : Senior Congress leader and former min-
ister Mukesh Nayak on Thursday levelled serious alle-
gations against the BJP-led Indore Municipal Corpora-
tion (IMC), claiming that misuse of funds under the
Centre’s Jal Jeevan Mission resulted in more than 40,000
residents being forced to consume contaminated drink-
ing water over the past six months.

Speaking to IANS, Nayak, who is also in charge of the
Madhya Pradesh Congress media department, alleged that
the IMC failed to properly lay pipelines for new water
connections in several residential areas, leading to sew-
erage lines being connected with Narmada water supply
pipelines. He further alleged that despite funds being al-
located by the Centre under the Jal Jeevan Mission, the
IMC repeatedly floated tenders for laying new water pipe-
lines but failed to finalise them.

“In the past six months, tenders for new water lines were
floated three times but were cancelled due to internal
conflicts among local BJP leaders in Indore,” Nayak
claimed. Alleging irregularities in the utilisation of cen-
tral funds for the tap water programme, the Congress
leader said that the water contamination had led to sev-
eral deaths and widespread illness.

Kolkata, July 16 : Jadavpur
MP Saayoni Ghosh on Thurs-
day sent a legal notice to
Tapas Mondal, one of the
'middlemen’ in the teachers'
recruitment corruption case,
who had made explosive al-
legations against her.

The Jadavpur MP sent the
legal notice because her
name is being unfairly linked
to the recruitment scam. She
filed a defamation case for Rs
5 crore and served him with

Bengal: Jadavpur MP sends legal notice
to teacher recruitment scam middleman

a notice. Elected as the MP from
Jadavpur constituency on a
Trinamool Congress ticket,
Saayoni Ghosh joined the NCPI
party after Trinamool's defeat in
the state Assembly elections. She

was one of the rebel Trinamool
MPs in the Lok Sabha who
switched after the party was
going through turmoil.
According to the legal notice,
the middleman must immedi-
ately apologise and pay Rs 5
crore.

Otherwise, she will take legal
action against him. In this re-
gard, she said the investigat-
ing agency called her once
before, and she submitted 500
pages of documents.
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Abhishek Singh presents credentials to Benin Prez

Abuja, July 16 : India’s Ambas-
sador to Benin, Abhishek Singh,
formally presented his Letter of
Credence to Romuald Wadagni,
President of Benin, at the Presi-
dential Villa in Cotonou, the In-
dian High Commission to Nige-
ria stated on Thursday.

The High Commission said that
Abhishek Singh formally pre-
sented his Letter of Credence as
Ambassador of India to President
Wadagni at the Presidential Villa
in Cotonou on 10 July 2026. Presi-
dent Wadagni graciously received
Singh and extended his congratu-
lations and best wishes for the as-
sumption of his duties.

Upon assuming his duties, Singh
reiterated India’s commitment to
further strengthening its partner-
ship with Benin and expressed
confidence in the continued ad-
vancement of bilateral coopera-
tion across diverse sectors.

The High Commission added that
it remains committed to fostering

- &,
Africa CDC, WHO chiefs
to visit DRC's Ebola epicentre
to accelerats response

Addis Ababa, July 16 : Africa
Centres for Disease Control and
Prevention (Africa CDC) Direc-
tor-General Jean Kaseya and
World Health Organisation
(WHO) Director-General
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus
are set to visit the epicentre of
the ongoing Ebola outbreak in
eastern Democratic Republic
of the Congo (DRC) next week,
as part of a joint mission aimed
at accelerating outbreak re-
sponse.

This came after a meeting be-
tween heads of the two
organisations in Geneva, Swit-
zerland, where discussions fo-
cused on the continued
Bundibugyo Ebola virus out-
break in the DRC and Uganda.

and strengthening the bilateral
partnership between India and
Benin in the days to come.

The High Commission in Abuja
is concurrently accredited to
Benin and the Economic Com-
munity of West African States
(ECOWAS).

The Ambassador also met with
President Wadagni and discussed
issues of bilateral importance.
His tenure, it said, will further
strengthen India-Benin ties.

On Thursday, Singh met
Olushegun Adjadi Bakari, Min-
ister of Tourism and Foreign
Trade, who is in charge of Afri-
can Integration, Industry, and the
Promotion of Private Investment.
The High Commission wrote on
X that Singh held productive dis-
cussions with Bakari on further
expanding India—Benin bilateral
cooperation, with a focus on en-
hancing trade and investment in
pharmaceuticals, agriculture,
digital payments, tourism.
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Colombo, July 16 : India's
High Commissioner to Sri
Lanka, Santosh Jha, on
Thursday, along with
Deputy Minister of Mass
Media, Kaushalya
Ariyarathne, inaugurated
the second edition of Sri
Lanka-India Media Friend-
ship Association (SLIMFA)
Fest 2026. "SLIMFA Me-
dia Fest returns! High Com-
missioner Santosh Jha and
Deputy Minister of Mass
Media Kaushalya
Ariyarathne inaugurated
the 2nd edition of SLIMFA
Media Fest 2026 in Co-
lombo," the High Commis-

Indian envoy in;@ﬁrte
Sri Lanka-India Media Friendship Association Fest

T —

sion of India in Sri Lanka wrote
on social media platform X.
"Following the successful inau-
gural edition in 2025, the festi-
val returned under the theme
'Staying Relevant in a Changing
World', bringing together lead-
ing journalists, editors, media
professionals, academics and
digital creators from Sri Lanka
and India to discuss the evolv-
ing media landscape," it added.
On Thursday, the High Commis-
sioner attended the India—Sri
Lanka Trade Connect event.
"Delighted to attend the India—
Sri Lanka Trade Connect event
organised by the High Commis-
sion of India in Sri Lanka, bring-

ing together the FIEO busi-
ness delegation and leading
Sri Lankan business cham-
bers. Pleased to witness the
exchange of the FIEO-NCE
MoU. Productive B2B net-
working and discussions re-
inforced the immense po-
tential to expand bilateral
trade, investment and busi-
ness partnerships," the High
Commissioner wrote on X.
Earlier this week, he also
handed over the Overseas
Citizen of India (OCI) to
Pradeep Sundaralingam, Sri
Lanka’s Deputy Minister of
Plantation and Community
Infrastructure.

Nearly 25 pe of forced
conversion cases through
marriage in Pakistan involve
Christian girl: Repor

Brussels, July 16 : The Eu-
ropean Parliament has
adopted a resolution calling
on the Pakistani authorities
to end the abduction and
forced conversion to Islam
of girls belonging to reli-
gious minority communi-
ties, according to a latest
report. Citing United Na-
tions data for 2025, the reso-
lution stated that Christian
girls account for nearly 25
per cent of cases involving
forced religious conversion
through marriage.

In the resolution, Members
of the European Parlia-
ment urged Pakistan to es-
tablish a comprehensive
national framework to
eliminate child marriage
and "create a national
mechanism for handling
complaints from families
of abducted or forcibly
converted girls from mi-

Israeli forces seize another aid flotilla
carrying Korean activists: Civic group

Seoul, July 16 : Israeli forces have seized an-
other humanitarian aid flotilla, carrying two ac-
tivists from a South Korean civic group, headed
for the Gaza Strip, the group said Thursday.

The Lina Al Nabulsi, carrying South Korean
activist Kim Ah-hyun and Korean American
activist Jonathan Victor Lee, was confirmed to
have been intercepted by the Israeli military in
waters near the Gaza Strip at 2:50 a.m. Wednes-
day (Seoul time), according to the Korean Flo-
tilla for a Free Palestine. The capture comes af-
ter Israeli forces seized the Kyriakos X aid flo-
tilla on Monday, which was carrying South Ko-
rean activist Kim Dong-hyeon, among other ac-
tivists from around the world, according to the
group. An official at the civic group said Israeli
forces have opted to detain those on board and
sink the boats, rather than towing them as they
previously had done.

Africa terror
threat alarms US lawmakers

Washington, July 16 : Senior US military com-
manders warned Congress that Africa has be-
come the new global centre of terrorism, with
extremist groups rapidly expanding across the
continent and posing growing threats to Ameri-
can and allied interests. The warning came dur-
ing a House Armed Services Committee hear-
ing where General Dagvin Anderson said the
threat from ISIS and al-Qaeda affiliates in Af-
rica had reached alarming levels.

“Today, the epicentre of global terrorism is in
Africa,” Anderson told lawmakers.

Anderson warned that ISIS leadership and al-
Qaeda’s financial networks were now deeply
rooted in Africa, especially in West Africa and
the Sahel region. “Both groups share the will
and intent to strike our homeland,” he said.
The Commander of US Africa Command pointed
specifically to the growing instability in Mali,
Niger and Burkina Faso, warning that terrorist
groups were increasingly controlling territory
and exploiting weak governance structures.
“The capture of a capital city would provide al
Qaeda with all the trappings of a nation state to
sponsor global terrorism,” Anderson said.

The hearing also revealed deep US concerns over
expanding Chinese and Russian influence across
Africa. “China views Africa as its second conti-

nent,” Anderson said, accusing
Beijing of securing strategic con-
trol over critical minerals and in-
frastructure. He also described
Africa as “Putin’s purse,” saying
Russia was exploiting instability
to extract resources and man-
power for its war machine.
Lawmakers heard that the US
military recently conducted a joint
operation with Nigerian forces
that killed ISIS global operations
leader Bilal al-Maliki.

According to Anderson, the opera-
tion demonstrated the importance
of regional partnerships and intel-
ligence cooperation.

“The Nigerians have been instru-
mental throughout the last several

months developing the target,
helping us with the intelli-
gence and providing support,”
he said. Several lawmakers
raised concerns that reduced
Western engagement in Africa
could create opportunities for
China, Russia and extremist
groups to expand their influ-
ence. Representative Austin
Scott warned that the US had
lost important intelligence ac-
cess in parts of West Africa
following military withdraw-
als from Niger. “The biggest
concern | have is the growing
black hole of intelligence in
the Sahel,” Anderson re-
sponded. The discussion car-
ries significance for India,
which has strengthened de-
fence cooperation and devel-
opment partnerships across
Africa over the past decade.
India has growing investments
in mining, energy, pharmaceu-
ticals and infrastructure
projects across East and West
Africa. Indian naval deploy-
ments have also expanded in
the western Indian Ocean and
Gulf of Aden region amid con-
cerns over piracy.

Dhaka, July 16 : While
Bangladesh's 1971 Liberation
War against Pakistan has long
been associated with mass kill-
ings, displacement and sys-
tematic repression, Brussels-
based Human Rights Without
Frontiers (HRWF) said that
the religious dimension of the
violence remains insuffi-
ciently recognised. The
organisation noted that Hindu
communities were dispropor-
tionately targeted and perse-
cuted on the basis of their re-
ligious identity, a report has
stated.

The debate over formally

Global rghts group revives focus on refigious
persecution of minorities during 1971 Bangladesh Liberation War

recognising the violence commit-
ted by the Pakistani forces during
the 1971 Bangladesh Liberation
War as genocide has resurfaced at
the United Nations following a
statement by HRWF on July 3.
Although the issue is not new, its
renewed prominence reflects a
broader shift in global human
rights discourse, with increasing

emphasis on addressing historical
injustices that continue to shape
present-day vulnerabilities, ac-
cording to a report in Eurasia Re-
view.

"Commenting as the 62nd session
of the UN Human Rights Council
took place, HRWF director Willy

Fautre framed the issue not as a
matter of retrospective classifi-
cation, but as a pressing concern
for present-day religious free-
dom. His intervention highlights
an increasingly prominent idea
within global governance—that
accountability for past atrocities

is inseparable from the pro-
tection of rights today,” it
added. The report noted that

the failure to fully
recognise the religious as-
pect of the 1971 atrocities
continues to have repercus-
sions in the present.

US Congress introduces
bill to designate Anti-Communism Week

Washington, July 16 : Legisla-
tion has been introduced in the
US Congress to designate the
first week as Anti-Communism
Week and to seek an annual
presidential proclamation honor-
ing victims of communist re-
gimes worldwide, according to a
press release.

Introduced by Senator Rick Scott
in the Senate, the bill proposes
to mark Mar 27 through 8 each
year as Anti-Communism Week.
The measure also asks the Presi-
dent to issue a yearly proclama-
tion calling on Americans to ob-
serve the week.

Scott said the legislation is meant
to remember the victims of com-
munist regimes and to reinforce

American values of freedom and
liberty. He said communism has
caused widespread suffering and
death wherever it has taken hold.
“Communism is one of the most
destructive and deadly ideologies
in human history, responsible for
the suffering and deaths of mil-
lions while crushing freedom
wherever it takes hold,” Scott said.
“As a nation founded on liberty
and individual freedoms.
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No matter what happens, Virat's

belief system never changes : Nayar

New Delhi, July 16 : Former India assis-
tant coach Abhishek Nayar has highlighted
Virat Kohli's unwavering belief in his own
methods as the defining trait behind the bat-
ting great's sustained success, recalling a
conversation with the former India captain
during a difficult phase in Australia.
Sharing the anecdote while reflecting on
Kohli's mentality, Nayar said the 36-year-
old's confidence in his process never wa-
vered despite a string of low scores, a qual-
ity he believes separates the game's elite
from everyone else. Nayar revealed that he
reached out to Kohli after the batter en-
dured a difficult ODI series in Australia,
where he registered two ducks. Having only
recently moved on from the Indian team
setup, Nayar remained in contact with Kohli
and wanted to check on how he was coping
with the lean spell. ""I've known Virat for a
really long time, but one thing I realised in
the recent past is that the reason Virat Kohli
is Virat Kohli is because of the belief sys-
tems he has. No matter what happens, that
belief never changes,” Nayar told JioStar.
According to Nayar, Kohli's response re-
flected the calmness and conviction that
have become synonymous with his career
as he stated. , "When Virat was struggling
in Australia and had those two ducks in the
ODI series, I'd just come out of the Indian
team, so we were still in touch. I asked him
if everything was okay and whether there
was anything he wanted to talk about.

FIFAWC: "My head is a bit fuzzy with
disappointment,’ says Bellingham after semi-final hearthreak

Atlanta, July 16 : England midfielder Jude them the lead in the 55th minute at Atlanta
Bellingham admitted he was 'gutted' after the Three — Stadium.

Lions suffered a heartbreaking 2-1 defeat to Argen- However, defending champions Argentina
tina in the FIFA World Cup 2026 semi-final, saying produced a dramatic late comeback, with
he had desperately hoped to be part of the squad Enzo Fernandez equalising in the 85th
that finally ended the nation’s long wait for global ~minute before Lautaro Martinez struck the
glory. England looked on course for their first World ~ winner in stoppage time to book a final
Cup final since 1966 after Anthony Gordon gave against Spain.

After the end of IPL 2025, told
myself that boys and RR ready to
play without me, says Samson

New Delhi, July 16 : India wicketkeeper-
batter Sanju Samson has opened up about
his blockbuster trade from Rajasthan Roy-
als to Chennai Super Kings before IPL 2026
began, stating that he felt his long-stand-
ing franchise was finally ready to transi-
tion into a new phase without him.

Samson spent 11 years with RR and
captained them for five seasons, before
moving to CSK through a high-profile

F1 racer Arvid hails Sooryavanshi
as part of sport's fearless new generation

Birmingham, July 16 : Formula One rookie
Arvid Lindblad believes Indian cricket
prodigy Vaibhav Sooryavanshi is part of a
new wave of teenage stars redefining elite
sport, saying advances in technology and

WPGT 2026: Ridhima

trade ahead of IPL.2026. "Moving on from
RR was a very big decision for me. I be-
lieve that after playing for a team for some
time, you start to feel like this is your team
and nobody can remove you.

“But I always had the awareness that there
is a limited time for everyone at one place.
You do your part, and you move out and
after the end of IPL 2025, a point came
when I felt that I should move on.

I told myself that the boys are ready, and
RR is ready to play without Sanju Samson.
That is when I thought of leaving," Samson
said on JioStar's 'Superstars.’

access to better information are enabling
athletes to reach the highest level at increas-
ingly younger ages. The Racing Bulls driver
shared his thoughts during the host broad-
cast of the first ODI between England and
India at Edgbaston, where Shubman Gill's
side secured a six-wicket victory to take a 1-
0 lead in the three-match series.

At just 18, Lindblad belongs to the same gen-
eration of emerging sporting talents as
Mercedes driver Kimi Antonelli, Spain foot-

stretches lead to two shots
after Round 2 of 10th Leg

Kolar (Karnataka), July 16 :
Ridhima Dilawari got over a late
double-bogey to extend her over-
night lead from one to two shots
after two rounds at the tenth leg
of the Women’s Pro Golf Tour
(WPGT) at the Zion Hills Golf

Nagoya, July 16 : The count-
down to the Aichi-Nagoya
2026 Asian Para Games
reached a significant milestone
as the Organising Committee
(AINAGOC) hosted the official
100 Days to Go ceremony, un-
veiling the Games' torch, med-
als, torch relay uniform, and
commemorative gifts ahead of
Asia's biggest Para sporting
event.

The celebration brought to-

gether government representa-
tives, local officials, members of
the Paralympic Movement, and
the community, underscoring the
growing excitement as Aichi and
Nagoya prepare to host the Games
from October 18 to 24.

An Asian Paralympic Committee
(APC) delegation, led by Presi-
dent Majid Rashed, attended the
ceremony alongside representa-
tives from AINAGOC, Aichi Pre-
fecture, the City of Nagoya, and

Asian Para Games 2026 marks
100-day countdown with unveiling of torch, medals

other key stakeholders.

The event highlighted the final
phase of preparations for the
Games, which will welcome
around 3,000 athletes from 45
National Paralympic Committees,
competing across 18 Para sports.
Inspired by the Games' slogan,
"Imagine One Heart," the newly
unveiled medals symbolise people
from diverse cultures coming to-
gether through sport while
recognising the dedication and

perseverance of
athletes on their
journey to the po-
dium.

The torch relay
uniform also re-
flects the same
theme of unity,
connection, and
hope, represent-
ing athletes, vol-
unteers, officials,
and spectators

coming together to celebrate the Games.
Medal winners will additionally receive com-
memorative gifts featuring the official mas-
cot Uzumin in gold, silver, and bronze edi-
tions. Addressing the gathering, APC Presi-
dent Majid Rashed said.

ball sensation Lamine Yamal, and 15-year- |~ -': County in Kolar, Karnataka, on
old Sooryavanshi. 4 Thursday. Ridhima, a three-time
' e winner this season, had five bird-

ies against two bogeys and a
double bogey on the Par-17th.
The birdie on the closing hole
eased the pain as she carded 1-
under 71 after a first-round 68.
At 5-under 139, Ridhima is two
shots clear of Amandeep Drall
(69-72) and Vidhatri Urs (69-
72). Vani Kapoor, winner last
week, dropped as many as four
bogeys, including back-to-back
lapses on the eighth and the
ninth, as she shot 1-over 73 and
is in sole fourth. Young Saanvi
Somu, armed with the experi-
ence of playing on the Ladies
Access Tour in Europe, had a
great start with four birdies in the
first six holes. However, she lost
that momentum as there were no
more birdies.



