
08 0307

'Both teams will have

equal chance of winning,' says Raza

ahead of T20Is against India
Zimbabwe skipper Sikandar Raza

has dismissed the thought of the

2026 T20 World Cup champions

India being favourites...

Hyundai Motor India shares slip

to Rs 1,745, down over 10 pc of IPO price
Shares of Hyundai Motor India,

that were listed at Rs 1,931 apiece,

have slipped more than 10 per cent

from its IPO praxice. Apple an-

nounces 15 new games on Arcade

gaming service...

UAE minister meets Chandrababu Naidu,

discusses proposed food cluster in Andhra Pradesh
Amaravati, July 21 : UAE

Minister of Economy and

Tourism, Abdulla Bin Touq

Al Marri,  met Andhra

Pradesh Chief Minister N.

Chandrababu Naidu here on

Tuesday and discussed the

proposed establishment of a

food cluster in the state.

The delegation from the United

Arab Emirates (UAE) held dis-

cussions with the Chief Minis-

ter and senior officials at the

State Secretariat.

The state government said that

a decision has been taken to es-

tablish a value chain for export-

ing various horticultural prod-

ucts—including man-

goes, bananas, and co-

coa—to international

markets.

An agreement for estab-

lishing a food cluster

was reached at the World

Economic Forum meet

at Davos early this year.

Govt crafting action

plan to shield state from El Niño impact : Bhatti
Hyderabad, July 21 : Deputy

Chief Minister Bhatti Vikramarka

stated that the Telangana govern-

ment is formulating a well-struc-

tured and forward-looking action

plan to ensure that global climatic

changes such as El Niño do not

adversely impact the people of the

state, particularly in the sectors of

agriculture, drinking water,

and power.

 He attended the State-level

awareness seminar titled

“From Pacific Ocean Warming

to Telangana Preparedness”,

organised by the planning de-

partment at Ravindra Bharathi

in Hyderabad on Tuesday.

Rahul stages a protest

near PM Modi's residence
New Delhi, July 21 : Senior

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi

staged a protest near the resi-

dence of Indian Prime Minister

Narendra Modi. Rahul was

joined by Kharge, KC,

Priyanka, and several Congress

MPs in this protest, which was

held to condemn the lathi-

charge against students demon-

strating at Jantar Mantar yester-

day Monday over the NEET

paper leak issue. The Con-

gress leaders are protesting

with their hands handcuffed.

Protesters raised loud slogans

against thuggery and

authoritarianism, declaring

that acts of suppression would

not be tolerated. They de-

manded the resignation of

Prime Minister Modi.

PM Modi congratulates Andy

Burnham on becoming UK Prime

Minister, vows to deepen India-UK ties
New Delhi, July 21 :

Prime Minister Narendra

Modi on Tuesday con-

gratulated Andy

Burnham on assuming

office as the Prime Min-

ister of the United King-

dom, saying India and the

UK would continue to

strengthen their partner-

ship across key areas in-

cluding trade, invest-

ment, technology and de-

fence.

In a post on X, Prime

Minister Modi said:

“Warmest congratula-

tions to Mr. Andy

Burnham on assuming

office as Prime Minister

of the United Kingdom.

India and the UK are

bound by shared demo-

cratic values.

From NTR to Chandrababu Naidu has
recognized the importance of  water  :  Nimmala Ramanaidu
Amaravati, July 21: Minister

Nimmala Ramanaidu stated

that leaders ranging from Anna

NTR to Chandrababu have rec-

ognized the importance of wa-

ter. Speaking to the media on

Tuesday about achievements

made over the past two years—

specifically regarding the

Polavaram and other irri-

gation projects—he

lashed out at the YCP, al-

leging that they had

handed over an economy

on ventilator support and

a devastated irrigation

sector. It was stated that

the Irrigation Department

has prepared a schedule today.

Polavaram was described as a boon

and a lifeline for the state. It was noted

that 72% of the Polavaram project had

been completed back then, and had the

TDP government.

KTR Strong Warning to officials and Congress

leaders : If BRS workers are harassed, we won’t leave  them go
Mancherial, July 21: BRS

Working President KTR warned

that those harassing party work-

ers would not be spared. He

made it clear that not a single

person engaging in such actions

would be let off the hook. He

stated that officials who cross the

line would be dragged out and

made to stand before the public,

even after their retirement. He

emphasized that those who tor-

ment BRS leaders would not be

spared. He advised the

Mancherial MLA to mend his

ways, stating that he was not a

good-natured person like KCR.

Speaking in Mancherial on Tues-

day, KTR recalled that BRS

chief KCR had constructed the

Kaleshwaram project to pre-

vent drought in the state.

KTR lashed out at the

Revanth Reddy government,

stating that no repairs have

been carried out on the

Kaleshwaram project for 31

months. He alleged that L&T,

the company responsible for

the project's repairs, had also

been threatened. He ex-

pressed anguish that

Godavari river water is flow-

ing towards Andhra Pradesh,

where the Pattiseema project

is operational. He remarked

sarcastically that CM

Revanth Reddy knows only

two things: votes and hurling

abuses.

Harish alleges

Congress-created irrigation

crisis in Telangana
Former minister and BRS deputy

floor leader T. Harish Rao has ac-

cused the Congress government

of deliberately denying...
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Students Play a Crucial Role in
Preventing Drug Abuse, Cybercrimes, and Road
Accidents : Sircilla DSP Nagendrachari

Along with academics, students must cultivate

discipline and social responsibility

Awareness session held for students

Rajanna Sircilla, July 21: Sircilla DSP Nagendrachari

urged students to play a pivotal role in preventing the use

of narcotics like drugs and ganja, as well as cybercrimes

and road accidents. On Tuesday, he conducted an aware-

ness program at Racharla Junior College (under the

Yellareddypet police station limits) regarding the adverse

effects of drugs, cybercrimes, and road safety. Speaking

on the occasion, the DSP advised the youth to stay away

from narcotics and focus on achieving their goals. He high-

lighted that intoxicants like drugs and ganja destroy health,

families, and futures. He requested students to immedi-

ately inform the police if they have any information re-

garding the sale or consumption of narcotics. He also ad-

vised them to remain vigilant against cybercrimes and not

to trust phone calls, messages, links,

or fake websites from strangers. He

emphasized that OTPs, bank account

details, and passwords should not be

disclosed to anyone. Furthermore, he

explained that in the event of falling

victim to cyber fraud, students should

call the 1930 helpline and lodge a

complaint at the nearest police station

or via the cybercrime portal. It was

stated that students should play a piv-

otal role in preventing road accidents;

significant reductions in accidents can

be achieved by strictly adhering to

traffic rules, using helmets and

seatbelts, refraining from driving

while underage, avoiding reckless

driving, and raising awareness among

others. Students were advised to cul-

tivate discipline and a sense of social

responsibility alongside their aca-

demic pursuits. It was noted that by

adopting good habits, ethical values,

respect for the law.

Vijayawada, July 21 : Andhra Pradesh

Home Minister Vangalapudi Anita has com-

mented that freedom of speech is a funda-

mental right of every citizen in a democracy.

However, that freedom needs to be used re-

sponsibly.

She warned that strict action will be taken

against some people who are making false

propaganda and objectionable comments

with the recent expansion of social media

platforms. On Tuesday, the AP Police Depart-

ment organized a Future Ready AP Police

Retreat Todays workshop. Home Minister

Anita participated and spoke at the program.

Special task force to control crime

and Strong Action Against Social

Media Misuse: Home Minister Anita

22 IPS trainees complete

maritime security

module with AP coastal police
Visakhapatnam, July 21 :

Twenty-two IPS officer

trainees of the 78th Regu-

lar Recruitment (RR) batch

from the Sardar Vallabhbhai

Patel National Police Acad-

emy (SVPNPA), Hyderabad,

underwent a specialised

maritime security module

with the Andhra Pradesh

Coastal Security Police. On

this occasion, Inspector Gen-

eral of Police (Visakh

apatnam Range (FAC),

Coastal security police,

Gopinath Jatti briefed the

trainees on coastal surveil-

lance, maritime border pro-

tection, anti-smuggling op-

erations and coordina-

tion with the Indian Navy,

Coast Guard and other

agencies. He delivered a

comprehensive presenta-

tion on the critical role of

the Coastal Security Police

in strengthening India's

maritime security architec-

ture. The programme also

highlighted technology-

driven coastal vigilance and

emergency preparedness.
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Goal: Curbing accidents on national highways
Vikas Raj, Special Chief Secretary, Transport,

Roads & Buildings Department.

Review meeting held via video conference with Dis-

trict Collectors.

District Collector Garima Agrawal attended.

Rajanna Sircilla, July 21: Vikas Raj, Special Chief

Secretary of the Transport, Roads & Buildings De-

partment, emphasized that the primary objective is to

curb road accidents on national highways. He con-

ducted a review meeting via video conference from

Hyderabad with District Collectors, joined by Trans-

port Commissioner Ilambarithi and officials from the

Police and National Highways departments. District

Collector Garima Agrawal participated in the meet-

ing from the District Integrated Offices Complex.

Speaking on the occasion, Vikas Raj and Transport

Commissioner Ilambarithi advised against parking

heavy vehicles and trucks along national highways,

in accordance with Supreme Court directives. They

clarified that vehicle parking is prohibited outside

designated areas and stressed the need to prevent en-

croachments on the roads.

They directed District Collectors to constitute task

force teams comprising officials, police personnel, and

National Highway authorities. Furthermore, they in-

structed that police and transport department vehicles

should conduct regular patrols along the national high-

ways and ensure that emergency service equipment is

available on board these patrol vehicles. Officials from

the Medical and Health Department were instructed

to map the details of all hospitals and trauma care cen-

ters within their districts and ensure their availability

during emergencies. Orders were also issued to iden-

tify “black spots” across all districts and take mea-

sures to address them.

*Strict Implementation of Government Orders*

District Collector Garima Agarwal stated that direc-

tives regarding road safety would be strictly imple-

mented in the district. She mentioned that all neces-

sary steps are being taken to resolve issues related to

black spots identified along national highways by the

District Road Safety Committee. She reviewed the

work undertaken by the task force in the district and

provided guidance on future plans. District Transport

Officer Srinivas, Probationary Deputy Collector

Nikita, District Medical Officer Angela Alfred, R&B

Divisional Engineers Shanthayya and Varaprasad,

along with police and National Highways officials,

participated in the video conference.

Harish alleges

Congress-created irrigation crisis in Telangana

Hyderabad, July 21  : Former minister and BRS

deputy floor leader T. Harish Rao has accused the

Congress government of deliberately denying irriga-

tion water to farmers despite the availability of ad-

equate Godavari water, alleging that administrative

negligence had pushed large parts of the erstwhile

Warangal district into an avoidable drought.

Addressing a press conference at Telangana Bhavan

on Tuesday, Harish Rao said the present crisis was

“not a drought caused by El Niño, but a drought cre-

ated by the Congress Government.”

Recalling the BRS press conference held on July 12,

Harish Rao said the party had demanded that the gov-

ernment immediately operate the Devadula Lift Irri-

gation Scheme pumps. He said that the very next day,

Ministers Uttam Kumar Reddy, Bhatti Vikramarka and

Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy visited the project and an-

nounced that 38 TMC of water would be lifted to fill

22 reservoirs under the Devadula project, prompting

farmers to begin transplantation. “Today, those prom-

ises have been completely forgotten. The government

is neither lifting water nor supplying irrigation to farm-

ers who trusted its assurances,” he said.
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N
ational Security Advisor (NSA) Ajit Doval

on Thursday stressed the need for BIMSTEC

nations to collaborate, take decisive actions

for mutual benefit, and find solutions through dis-

cussions, amid the conflicts and geopolitical uncer-

tainties.  Addressing the fifth BIMSTEC National

Security Advisors' Meeting in New Delhi on Thurs-

day, NSA Doval said, "We are meeting today in the

backdrop of a challenging global landscape. We are

witnessing conflicts and geopolitical uncertainties.

We are also facing multi-domain security threats

amplified by rapid technological advancement. Dis-

ruptions in global supply chains have also resulted

in economic hardship for all our countries."

"In this setting, there is an urgent need for us to col-

laborate, take decisive actions for our mutual ben-

efit, and find solutions through mutual discussions

and deliberations to the best problems that we are all

facing," he added.

NSA Doval noted that BIMSTEC brings together the

most significant and vibrant regions of the Indian

Ocean and represents a population of almost 22 per

cent of the world population, with a combined GDP

of nearly $5 trillion. He stated that BIMSTEC na-

tions are united by the Bay of Bengal geographically

and through "deep civilisational and cultural lega-

cies" that have evolved over a millennium of shared

history.

He said, "Building on these unique bonds, BIMSTEC

has been anchored in robust cooperation across a

range of sectors on the foundations of a great past.

We strive to achieve a great future sharing prosperity

and resilience for all our people. We have advanced

and strengthened cooperation in fighting terrorism,

combating transnational organised crime, cyber

threats, meeting maritime challenges, and we are

poised to combat new and emerging threats together."

"BIMSTEC's long-standing goals of regional secu-

rity, connectivity, capacity building and economic

security should continue to drive our collective ef-

forts," he added.

He said that BIMSTEC represents India's vision of

Neighbourhood First and its commitment to the Act

East policy and the MAHASAGAR vision.

He stated, "As BIMSTEC celebrates its 30th anni-

versary next year, let us commit to further expand

our collaborative potential and infuse new energy and

resources towards ensuring national and regional se-

curity. We aim to build institutional capacity and co-

operation across our priority sectors. I am certain that

our vision and common aspirations, coupled with

mutual trust, will continue to result in tangible out-

comes."

The Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Tech-

nical and Economic Cooperation (BIMSTEC) is a

regional organisation that was established on June 6,

1997, with the signing of the Bangkok Declaration,

according to the official statement. Initially known

as BIST-EC (Bangladesh-India-Sri Lanka-Thailand

Economic Cooperation), the organisation is now

known as BIMSTEC and comprises seven Member

States, with the admission of Myanmar on Decem-

ber 22, 1997, and Bhutan and Nepal in February 2004.

NSA Doval urges BIMSTEC nations

to collaborate, take decisions for

mutual benefits amid global uncertainties

Kathmandu, July 21 : Addi-

tional Secretary (North) at India's

Ministry of External Affairs

(MEA), Munu Mahawar, on

Tuesday paid courtesy calls on

Nepal's Minister for Foreign Af-

fairs, Shisir Khanal, and For-

eign Secretary Amrit Bahadur

Rai.

During the meetings, both sides

held productive discussions on

India-Nepal cooperation across

various sectors and explored

ways to further strengthen the

unique partnership, the Indian

Embassy in Kathmandu said in

a social media post.

Nepal's Ministry of Foreign Af-

fairs said the discussions fo-

cused on further strengthening

the close and enduring ties be-

Nepal, India discuss strengthening
ties as senior MEA official visits Kathmandu

tween Nepal and India in areas

of mutual interest. Mahawar is

part of the Indian delegation that

participated in the 13th meeting

of the Nepal-India Joint Steer-

ing Committee (JSC) on Power

Sector Cooperation, co-chaired

by Nepal's Energy Secretary

Sarita Dawadi and India's Power

Secretary Pankaj Agarwal in

Nepal’s western city — Pokhara

on Wednesday.

During the JSC meeting, the two

sides conducted a comprehen-

sive review of bilateral coopera-

tion in the power sector, cover-

ing hydropower development,

cross-border electricity trade

and transmission infrastructure,

according to a press statement

issued by the Indian Embassy.

The meeting also discussed the

coordinated operation of the In-

dian and Nepali power grids, the

development of solar energy

projects, cooperation in green

hydrogen, and capacity building

for Nepali energy professionals.

The two sides also agreed to

expedite work on several new

high-capacity cross-border

transmission line projects.

Nepal's Ministry of Energy, Wa-

ter Resources and Irrigation said

the two countries had agreed to

increase the volume of electric-

ity traded through two cross-bor-

der transmission line projects.

The two sides agreed that Nepal

could export up to 1,650 MW of

electricity to India and import up

to 1,400 MW through the two

400 kV cross-border transmis-

sion lines connecting the two

countries. The transmission

lines are the Dhalkebar-

Muzaffarpur and Dhalkebar-

Sitamarhi 400 kV cross-border

links. Of the two, the Dhalkebar-

Muzaffarpur transmission line

has been operational since 2016,

while the Dhalkebar-Sitamarhi

transmission line is nearing

completion, according to

Nepal's Ministry of Energy, Wa-

ter Resources and Irrigation.

Wellington, July 21 : A newly

detected strain of H5N1 avian

influenza is likely to become

endemic in New Zealand

within months, after the coun-

try recorded its first case in a

wild seabird, a senior veteri-

nary official said on Tuesday.

Ministry for Primary Industries'

Chief Veterinary Officer Mary

van Andel told Radio New

Zealand (RNZ) that eradication

would be unlikely if the virus

establishes in wildlife, reports

Xinhua news agency.

H5N1 bird flu could

take hold in New Zealand

within months: Govt

Tokyo, July 21 : Japanese De-

fence Minister Shinjiro Koizumi

is planning to visit India in Au-

gust to hold talks with his Indian

counterpart Rajnath Singh. This

will be Koizumi's first visit to

India after assuming office in

October last year, local media re-

ported on Tuesday.

The two ministers are expected

to discuss cooperation about de-

fence equipment, including the

export of the Unicorn communi-

cation antenna system from Ja-

pan to India, Jiji Press reported

citing information received from

the officials of the Japanese De-

fence Ministry.

Koizumi and Singh will discuss

expanding joint exercises be-

tween Japan's Self-Defense

Forces and the Indian military.

In addition, the two leaders are

likely to discuss the situation in

the Indo-Pacific region, includ-

ing activities by China, the re-

port detailed.

On July 13, India and Japan held

the 8th Defence Policy Dialogue

in Tokyo and discussed ways to

deepen cooperation in emerging

domains, including defence in-

dustrial collaboration.

Japanese Defence

Minister could visit India

next month: Report

Calls grow against Bangladesh's

continued persecution of journalists
New York, July 21 : Several leading press free-

dom and human rights organisations have

called on the Bangladesh government to end

the persecution of journalists in the country,

while urging the authorities to ensure that me-

dia professionals Farzana Rupa and Mozammel

Babu are not criminally prosecuted, particularly

on charges of crimes against humanity, for car-

rying out their journalistic work. In a joint state-

ment, the organisations also raised concerns

over the ongoing pre-trial detention of Rupa,

Babu, and two other journalists, Shakil Ahmed

and Shyamal Dutta, in other cases connected

to the 2024 mass protests that ousted the Sheikh

Hasina-led Awami League government.

Bangladesh’s International Crime Tribunal on

May 14 showed journalists Rupa and Babu,

along with former minister Dipu Moni, arrested

in a case linked to alleged crimes against hu-

manity during the 2013 crackdown on the

Hefazat-e-Islam rally at Shapla Chattar in

Dhaka. The signatories said that since then, the

lawyers representing Rupa and Babu had not

been provided with any evidence or a

chargesheet. They noted that the prosecution had

indicated that the case was based on broadcast

coverage of the 2013 events, including a cur-

rent affairs programme presented by Rupa that

allegedly “spread misleading information” about

casualty figures and contributed to "crimes

against humanity". “A fundamental aspect of the

right to freedom of expression is the protection

of journalistic work, including reporting and edi-

torial decisions on matters of significant public

interest.

US to tighten
terror finance crackdown
Washington, July 21 : The Trump administration on

Tuesday announced an expanded effort to disrupt the fi-

nancing of organisations it accuses of supporting politi-

cal terrorism, with Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent say-

ing the United States would intensify scrutiny of chari-

ties, non-profit organisations and international financial

networks used to channel illicit funds.

Bessent, addressing the State Department's Ministerial

on the Resurgence of Political Terrorism, said terrorist

organisations increasingly exploit legitimate financial in-

stitutions and charitable structures to conceal funding

and sustain operations across borders.

"At President Trump's direction, the United States Trea-

sury is bringing the full weight of our authorities to de-

fend the integrity of the US global financial systems,"

Bessent said. He said the Treasury Department was

broadening the mission of its Office of Terrorism and

Financial Intelligence, originally established after the

September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, to address what he

described as evolving forms of organised political ter-

rorism. "The resurgence of organised political terrorism

has long occupied a blind spot," Bessent said. "The in-

ternational community has struggled to identify this dan-

ger, much less defeat it. But as the threat of terrorism

evolves, the institutional tools that defend against it must

adapt." According to Bessent, terrorist networks increas-

ingly rely on international financial systems, cross-bor-

der fundraising and organisations operating under chari-

table or non-profit status.

"Violence requires money, channels through which fund-

ing can move and institutions behind which it can hide,"

he said. "Increasingly legitimate nonprofit and charitable

structures are being exploited as a mechanism to con-

ceal the movement of illicit funds to support political

terrorism."

He said the Treasury Department would examine whether

tax-exempt organisations had been used to facilitate il-

licit financial activity and pledged action where evidence

justified it.

"We are examining where tax-exempt status has been

exploited, where charitable entities have become finan-

cial conduits for foreign influence activity, and how those

entrusted with stewardship of these organisations have

instead enabled violence," Bessent

said. "Where the evidence leads, we

will not hesitate to follow." Bessent

said the administration had already

designated four far-left extremist

organisations abroad as foreign terror-

ist organisations, while the Treasury

had sanctioned 17 organisations that

it described as sham charities accused

of financing Hamas activities.

He said financial institutions also had

a responsibility to strengthen over-

sight. "Just as financial institutions

must know their clients, they must

know their grantees," he said.

While outlining the administration's

approach, Bessent stressed that en-

forcement actions would remain sub-

ject to US law.

"To be clear, in the fight against do-

mestic terrorism, we must respect the

constitutional rights, freedom of

speech, association and assembly of

all Americans," he said. "Treasury will

act based on suspected unlawful con-

duct by these terror organisations, not

because of their beliefs or ideologies."

The Financial Action Task Force

(FATF), of which both India and the

United States are members, has made

combating terrorist financing a central

priority. Washington has frequently

used sanctions, asset freezes and finan-

cial intelligence tools against

organisations accused of supporting

terrorism, while encouraging greater

international coordination to prevent

the misuse of global financial systems.
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South Korea's media watchdog

floats possible social media ban for minors

Seoul, July 21 : South Korea's

media watchdog said Tuesday it

is considering a social media re-

striction against children aged 14

years old and younger amid es-

calating concerns over excessive

use of such platforms. Kim Jong-

cheol, the chairman of the Ko-

rea Media and Communications

Commission, made the re-

marks at a policy briefing in

Cheong Wa Dae, emphasiz-

ing that excessive social

media use by teenagers is a

worldwide problem. "We

are reviewing, in phases, a

plan to restrict children un-

der 14 years of age from cre-

ating accounts on social me-

dia platforms, and limiting

exposure to designs and al-

gorithms that could encour-

age excessive use of such

platforms for teens aged 14

to 19," Kim said.
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Pakistan: Four police personnel

killed in firing incidents in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Islamabad, July 21 : Four po-

lice personnel were killed in two

separate firing incidents in

Pakistan's Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

on Tuesday, local media re-

ported citing the police.

Three police personnel were

killed after unidentified assail-

ants riding a motorcycle opened

fire on traffic police personnel

in Lakki Marwat's Sarai

Naurang city, according to po-

lice spokesperson, Pakistan-

based Geo News reported. Fol-

lowing the incident, the attackers

fled from the spot.

The deceased have been identified

as Traffic Police In-charge

Naurang Jalal Khan, Constable

Azizullah, and Constable

Abdullah. Police has initiated a

search operation in the area and

have started a probe. Meanwhile,

a police personnel was killed af-

ter unidentified gunmen opened

fire in Mandan area of Bannu.

Police said Constable Rashid Khan was targeted

while he was heading to Mandan Police Station for

duty from his home.

The latest incidents come in a series of attacks tar-

geting police personnel in Pakistan, especially in the

bordering provinces of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and

Balochistan.

US intercepts
three commercial vessels
attempting to breach Iran
naval blockade : CENTCOM

Washington, July 21 : US

forces intercepted three com-

mercial vessels attempting to

breach the US naval blockade

against Iran, the US Central

Command (CENTCOM)

said.

CENTCOM said on X: "As

of today, American forces

have redirected 3 commercial

vessels trying to run the

blockade, disabled 1 that

didn’t comply, and boarded 1

to ensure full compliance

with the ongoing U.S. naval

blockade against Iran."

US Marines from the 11th

Marine Expeditionary Unit

conduct a verification board-

ing aboard M/T Wen Yao in

the Gulf of Oman, July 16,

CENTCOM announced.

US forces resumed blocking

maritime traffic entering and

leaving Iranian ports on Tues-

day.

"The Strait of Hormuz and the

surrounding waters remain

free and open, except for ves-

sels attempting to violate

America's steel wall block-

ade," CENTCOM said.

IAF Rafales arrive in

Australia for Pitch Black

2026 air combat exercise
Canberra, July 21: India’s

Rafale fighter jets and C-17

transport aircraft have arrived

in Australia to participate in

the Royal Australian Air

Force’s (RAAF) premier mul-

tinational air combat exercise,

Pitch Black 2026, marking

another step in expanding de-

fence cooperation between

the two countries.

Announcing the arrival of the

Indian Air Force (IAF) con-

tingent, the High Commission

of India in Canberra said in a

post on X, “The High Com-

mission of India is proud to

welcome the Indian Air Force

contingent of four Rafale and

two C17 aircraft along with

over 120 Air Warriors to Dar-

win to participate in Royal

Australian Air Force’s premier

air combat exercise Pitch Black

2026.” The diplomatic mission

added that the deployment re-

flects India’s commitment to

strengthening military partner-

ships.



Bhopal, July 21 : After 17 years

of overcoming formidable geo-

logical challenges, the 11.952-

kilometre-long tunnel has reached

its final stage of completion. The

state claimed it is the longest in

the country. Once operational,

Narmada water will flow through

the tunnel by gravity to irrigate

vast tracts of land in the Vindhya

region. The Sleemanabad Tunnel

is a remarkable engineering

achievement designed to carry

Narmada water across the

Vindhya mountain range to the

Son River basin. Madhya Pradesh

Chief Minister Mohan Yadav will

visit the Sleemanabad Tunnel site

in Katni district on Tuesday. This

MP: Narmada waters reach more Vindhya

farmlands as longest water tunnel nears completion
project is expected to provide per-

manent irrigation benefits to 2.45

lakh hectares of land across nearly

1,450 villages in six districts:

Jabalpur, Katni, Maihar, Satna,

Rewa and Panna. The initiative

promises to transform the agricul-

tural economy of the Vindhya and

Mahakaushal regions by bringing

water to previously arid farm-

lands.

Constructed by the Narmada Val-

ley Development Authority, the

tunnel posed unprecedented tech-

nical difficulties. Engineers had to

bore through hard marble, lime-

stone, dolomite and vast under-

ground caverns approximately 30

metres below ground level.

Assam: Akhil Gogoi
criticises One Nation, One Election
Guwahati, July 21 : Raijor

Dal chief and Sibsagar MLA

Akhil Gogoi on Tuesday

mounted a sharp attack on the

Centre’s proposed ‘One Na-

tion, One Election’ (ONOE)

initiative, alleging that the

move is aimed at weakening

India’s federal structure and

centralising power. Address-

ing reporters, Gogoi claimed

the proposal would fundamen-

tally alter the constitutional

framework by reducing state

autonomy and undermining

the country’s federal system.

He alleged that the plan was

an attempt to convert India into

a unitary form of governance,

contrary to the spirit of the Con-

stitution. “One Nation, One

Election is an attempt to trans-

form India from a federal de-

mocracy into a completely uni-

tary state. India is a Union of

states, and no government has

the authority to dilute that con-

stitutional principle,” Gogoi

said. The Raijor Dal chief

urged the Centre to withdraw

the proposal, maintaining that si-

multaneous elections were incom-

patible with the country’s demo-

cratic and constitutional frame-

work. He further alleged that the ini-

tiative reflected an authoritarian

mindset and warned that it could

face widespread public opposition

if pursued. Gogoi claimed that re-

structuring the electoral system in

such a manner would erode demo-

cratic institutions and the federal

balance envisaged by the Constitu-

tion. He warned that if the pro-

posal was forced upon the

people, there would be a mas-

sive democratic movement

across the country, with citizens

uniting to protect the Constitution

and India’s federal character. The

legislator also asserted that oppo-

sition parties and civil society

groups would resist any attempt

to implement the proposal if it

compromised the rights and pow-

ers of the states.
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At CM Adhikari's

'janata darbar', elderly couple

cheated by Sona Papu seek help

Kolkata, July 21 : West Bengal

Chief Minister Suvendu

Adhikari on Tuesday gave a pa-

tient hearing to an elderly couple

who had been cheated by the re-

cently arrested land mafia-pro-

moters Biswajit Poddar a.k.a

Sona Papu and Joy Kamdar, and

assured them of his personal in-

tervention to resolve the matter.

The Chief Minister interacted

with people and listened to their

grievances at his pre-announced

'Janatar Darbare (People’s

Court)' session.

Probir Mukhopadhyay and his

wife, both senior citizens and

residents of the Chief Minister's

constituency, Bhabanipur, ap-

peared at the session and nar-

rated their story on how they

were cheated by Pappu and

Kamdar.

Assam UCC Bill not truly

equal, claims Congress MLA Zubair Anam
Guwahati, July 21 : Congress MLA Zubair Anam on Tuesday

criticised the Assam government’s move to introduce the Uni-

form Civil Code (UCC) Bill in the state Assembly, alleging

that the proposed legislation lacks equality in several provi-

sions.  Reacting to the tabling of the Bill in the Assembly,

Anam told IANS that several provisions in the proposed law

appeared unequal and would

require detailed discussion

during the Assembly.

K’taka: BJP vows to
stall Bidadi township project
Bengaluru, July 21 : A Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) delegation, led by Leader of

the Opposition R. Ashoka, on Tuesday

visited villages affected by the proposed

Bidadi Township project and declared

that the party would not allow the project

to be implemented. After meeting farm-

ers in Byramangala, Mandalahalli, and

nearby villages, Ashoka accused the State

government of attempting to forcibly ac-

quire agricultural land and warned of in-

tensified protests if action was taken

against farmers. “We will not allow the

Bidadi Township project to be imple-

mented under any circumstances. If the

police touch the farmers, we will lay siege

to police stations. I will also raise this is-

sue during the Assembly session,” he said.

Manipur CM vows
support for higher
education, skill development
Imphal, July 21 :  Manipur

Chief Minister Yumnam

Khemchand Singh on Tuesday

reaffirmed that his government

is fully committed to support-

ing higher education and skill

development in the state.

The Chief Minister, along with

Manipur Governor Ajay

Kumar Bhalla, addressed the

15th convocation ceremony of

Manipur University.

He said the government will

continue to work hand in hand

with institutions like Manipur

University to ensure that the

youth have access to the best

possible opportunities.? He

added that the convocation is

not merely a ceremonial gath-

ering, but a celebration of the

human spirit, perseverance,

hard work.



New Delhi, July 21: China’s auto company BYD

has gained top spot in global electric-vehicle mar-

ket through its alleged "pirate business model",

prompting concern in Europe and North America

about the implications for domestic auto indus-

tries, a new report has claimed.

The report from European media house Politico

claimed BYD sold about 4.6 million vehicles in

2025, including 2.26 million pure battery-electric

cars, surpassing Tesla’s roughly 1.6 million deliv-

eries.

The report found that BYD and other Chinese

automakers are gaining market share in Europe,

allegedly putting pressure on legacy manufactur-

ers such as Volkswagen, Mercedes-Benz and

China's 'pirate business model' poses

existential threat to Western automakers: Report

BMW. "This will not end well

unless the West unites. BYD is

not just another automaker — it

is a pirate ship with a balance

sheet, weakening both Europe’s

and America’s industrial bases,

one cheap EV at a time," the re-

port warned.

It described BYD’s rise as the

result of a business model

based on piracy which relied

on "copy, absorb, subsidise,

scale, dump and dominate"

strategy.

New Delhi, July 21 : India has surpassed

200 GW (gigawatt) in renewable energy

capacity, accounting for more than 46.3

per cent of the country's total installed ca-

pacity, the Centre said on Tuesday.

According to the Central Electricity Au-

thority (CEA), the total renewable energy-

based electricity generation capacity now

stands at 203.18 GW, as the country aims

to achieve 500 GW from non-fossil

sources by 2030.

Solar power leads the way with 92.12 GW,

playing a crucial role in India’s efforts to

harness its abundant sunlight. Wind power

follows closely with 47.72 GW, driven by

the vast potential of the coastal and in-

land wind corridors across the country.

“Hydroelectric power is another key con-

tributor, with large hydro projects gener-

ating 46.93 GW and small hydro power

adding 5.07 GW, offering a reliable and

sustainable source of energy from India’s

rivers and water systems,” according to

the Ministry of New and Renewable En-

ergy. Biopower, including biomass and

biogas energy, adds another 11.32 GW to

the renewable energy mix.

India surpasses 200 GW in

renewable energy capacity: Centre

Mumbai, July 21 : The adop-

tion of Artificial Intelligence

(AI) within Global Capability

Centres (GCCs) in India is ac-

celerating, with nearly 70 per

cent of centres investing in gen-

erative AI (GenAI), according to

a report on Tuesday.

The EY India GCC Pulse Survey

2024, based on insights from 88

GCCs in India, reveals that 78

per cent of GCCs are upskilling

teams for GenAI adoption, while

37 per cent are piloting use cases,

highlighting a shift from experi-

mentation to practical applica-

tions of AI focused on talent

management and risk mitigation.

It identified climate change and

sustainability agenda top focus

area for GCCs in the country.

This was followed by 85 per cent

wanting to expand functional

capabilities and 61 per cent

wanting to drive enterprise-wide

digital transformation.

GenAI a top priority for

70 pc Global Capability

Centres in India: Report

New Delhi, July 21 : US-based technology firm

Microsoft has begun scaling back access to

Anthropic’s Claude Code among its employees and

is redirecting engineers towards GitHub Copilot CLI

as surging AI usage drives up enterprise computing

costs, according to multiple reports.

Reports said the technology company had earlier ex-

panded access to Claude Code across thousands of

employees, including developers, project managers

and designers, to encourage experimentation with

AI-assisted coding tools. However, the rapid adop-

tion of the platform is now said to have significantly

increased operational expenses. Despite the rollback,

Microsoft’s broader partnership with Anthropic re-

mains intact. The company continues to maintain its

multibillion-dollar Foundry agreement, which in-

Microsoft cuts Claude
Code access as AI coding costs surge

cludes cloud infrastructure sup-

port and access to Claude mod-

els through Azure services.

The development comes as

several technology companies

grapple with the rising costs

associated with large-scale de-

ployment of generative AI

tools. In addition, Uber Chief

Technology Officer Praveen

Neppalli Naga had reportedly

said that the company ex-

hausted its entire 2026 budget

for AI coding tools within the

first four months of the year

due to heavy employee usage.

New Delhi, July 21 :  A cumu-

lative investment of about Rs

9,207 crore has been made by the

approved applicants under the

production-linked incentive

(PLI) scheme for Food Process-

ing Industries (PLISFPI), accord-

ing to the government.

Around 35 lakh metric tonnes per

annum of processing and pres-

ervation capacity has been cre-

ated under the scheme. Total

incentive amount of Rs

2,714.79 crore has been dis-

bursed till date, according to

Minister of State for Food Pro-

cessing Industries, Ravneet

Singh. Out of 168 applicants

approved under PLISFPI

Scheme, 69 applicants are un-

der Micro, Small and Medium

Enterprises (MSMEs) cat-

egory.  In addition, 40 contract

manufacturing units of main

approved applicants are also

from MSME.

PLI scheme for food

processing industries

sees Rs 9,207 crore investment

Mumbai, July 21 : Shares of

Hyundai Motor India, that

were listed at Rs 1,931 apiece,

have slipped more than 10 per

cent from its IPO praxice.

Apple announces 15 new

games on Arcade gaming ser-

vice

On Tuesday, the stock closed

in red at Rs 1,745 apiece, ow-

ing to poor performance of the

automaker in the second quar-

ter of FY25. At closing,

Hyundai Motor India shares

Hyundai Motor India shares slip

to Rs 1,745, down over 10 pc of IPO price
were down 3.37 per cent. The shares of

Hyundai Motor India, one of the country's

leading automobile companies, have contin-

ued to decline since its listing. The listing of

Hyundai Motor India shares took place on

October 22.

The reason for the fall in the stock is attrib-

uted to the company's poor results and sales

figures. Hyundai Motor India on Thursday

released the results for the second quarter of

the financial year 2024-25. The company's

consolidated profit declined by 16 per cent

year-on-year to Rs 1,375 crore, which was Rs

1,628 crore in the same period a year ago.

Wipro Q1 profit falls over 4 pc,
forecasts flat to weak Q2 IT services revenue
Mumbai, July 21 : IT ma-

jor Wipro on Tuesday re-

ported a decline in its net

profit for the first quarter of

FY27, with consolidated

PAT declining over 4 per

cent sequentially despite a

marginal rise in revenue.

The  company ' s  consol i -

dated net profit declined 4.7

per cent quarter-on-quarter

(QoQ) to Rs 3,352 crore in

the April-June quarter, al-

though PAT was flat from a

year ago.

Meanwhile, gross revenue

rose 1 per cent sequentially

and 10.6 per cent year-on-year

(YoY) to Rs 24,480 crore.

At the operating level, IT ser-

vices' operating margin stood

at 16 per cent during the quar-

te r,  down 1 .3  percentage

points sequentially and 1.2

percentage points  year-on-

year.

Operating cash flow rose 3.6

per cent sequentially to Rs

3,290 crore and accounted for

98 per cent of the company's

net income during the quarter.

The company's voluntary attri-

tion rate stood at 13.9 per cent

on a trailing 12-month basis.

Looking ahead, Wipro expects

revenue from its IT services

business to be in the range of

a  1 .5  per  cen t  dec l ine  to

growth of 0.5 per cent.

According to Srini Pallia, CEO

and Managing Director, “Cli-

ents are moving beyond tech-

nology modernisation to AI-

enabled operating models that

improve quality, resilience,

and productivity.

Wipro’s consulting-led, AI-

powered approach helps cli-

ents embed AI at the core of

their business, and these en-

gagements reflect  both the

breadth of our capabilities and

the trust clients place in us as

a transformation partner, Pal-

lia added. Apart from earnings,

the board also declared an in-

terim dividend of Rs 2 per eq-

uity share. Shares of Wipro on

Tuesday ended at Rs 177.80,

an increase of 1.83 per

cent on the BSE. The IT

stock has declined 33.56

per cent  in the last  s ix

months and 32.38 per cent

over  the  pas t  year.  I t

plunged by 38.49 per cent

over the last five years.

India on track to meet 500 GW

non-fossil power target by 2030: MNRE Secretary
New Delhi, July 21 :  India is

on course to achieve its ambi-

tious target of 500 gigawatts

(GW) of non-fossil fuel power

capac i ty  by  2030,  wi th  a

strong pipeline of renewable

energy projects  a l ready in

place, a top government offi-

cial has said.  India cur-

rently has around 260 GW

of non-fossil fuel capacity,

Santosh Sarangi, Secretary

at the Ministry of New and

Renewable  Energy

(MNRE) said while speak-

ing to NDTV Profit.

Mumbai, July 21 : Shares of

Info Edge India -- the parent

company of Naukri.com --

plunged over 5 per cent in early

trade on Tuesday and hit a fresh

52-week low as analysts re-

mained cautious on the near-

term growth outlook.

The BSE 100 stock touched an

intraday low and a new 52-week

low of Rs 909.20, down 5.4 per

cent from the previous close dur-

ing early trade on the BSE.

Info Edge shares plunge

over 5 pc to hit fresh 52-week low
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'Sit quietly and clap’: Samson

reflects on early struggles at T20 WC
New Delhi, July 21 : India

wicketkeeper-batter Sanju Samson has

revealed how he came to terms with

missing out on the spot in India's XI at

the ICC Men's T20 World Cup 2026

after a disappointing series against New

Zealand, saying he knew his hopes were

over once Ishan Kishan's explosive per-

formances pushed him ahead in the

selection race. Reflecting on the turn-

ing point in his international career,

Samson admitted he could see the se-

lectors' thinking change as Kishan

grabbed his opportunity. "After that,

Ishan came in, and his story was com-

pletely different. He wasn't even in the

team. He won Jharkhand the Syed

Mushtaq Ali Trophy almost single-

handedly, then came into the Indian

team and was batting on a different

level altogether.

'Unfinished businesses':

Swimmer Sajan Prakash targets CWG, Asian Games podium
New Delhi, July 21 : Returning to competitive

swimming after taking a break due to a severe

‘burnout’ post the Paris Olympics, veteran In-

dian swimmer Sajan Prakash believes that un-

derstanding the critical role of rest and re-

covery has been the defining pillar of his

comeback as he set his sights on the podium

finish at the Commonwealth Games, starting

in Glasgow on Thursday, and

Asian Games in September.

Prakash, 32, has qualified for

both the Commonwealth

Games and the upcoming

Asian Games, set to take

place in Aichi-Nag oya, Ja-

pan.

'Both teams will have

equal chance of winning,' says Raza

ahead of T20Is against India
Harare, July 21 : Zimbabwe skip-

per Sikandar Raza has dismissed the

thought of the 2026 T20 World Cup

champions India being favourites in

the upcoming three-match T20I se-

ries, saying the contest will not be

one-sided and both teams will have

an equal chance of emerging victo-

rious. Zimbabwe are hosting the

Shreyas Iyer-led side, with all three

matches of the series to be held at

the Harare Sports Club. The first

match will be played on Thursday.

India is coming to the contest after

a poor show against Ireland and En-

gland. Under the new captain, Iyer,

the team endured a 0-2 T20I series

defeat to Ireland in Belfast before

going down 0-4 in the five-match

T20I series against England.

FIFA WC: 'I will continue to give my all,'

Fernandez breaks silence after red card in FIFA WC final
New Delhi, July 21 : Argen-

tina midfielder Enzo Fernandez

has vowed to keep giving ev-

erything for his country after

breaking his silence following

the FIFA World Cup final de-

feat to Spain, a match that saw

him sent off late before the

team's title defence ended in

heartbreak. Spain edged Argentina 1-0

after extra time at New York New Jer-

sey Stadium on Monday, with Ferran

Torres scoring the decisive goal.

Fernandez’s dismissal in second-half

stoppage time left Lionel Scaloni’s

side with 10 men for the closing stages

before the European champions

clinched the title.

Seven Indians progress
to next round at Junior World Sqaush
N i a g a r a - o n - t h e - L a k e

(Canada), July 21 : India have

kickstarted their campaign at

the World Squash Junior Cham-

pionships strongly with

women’s top seed Anahat

Singh, who is hoping to become

India’s first-ever junior world

champion, advancing into the

next round after a straight-game

11-2, 11-1, 11-3 against

Australia’s Lilly Wilson.

Amidst the excitement of the

opening day, India’s Saanvi

Kalanki was able to impress and

book her place into the next

round after enduring a five-game

battle against the Netherlands’

seed, Elcke Mols, 11-9,

9-11, 11-8, 7-11, 11-6.

Kalanki, who took the

lead in the opener, 11-9,

was forced into a back-

and-forth battle, with

Mols levelling the

scoreline twice to force a

fifth game.

'Gambhir and team management have

to be accountable': Srikkanth after India's ODI series defeat
New Delhi, July 21 : Former In-

dia captain Krishnamachari

Srikkanth has called for account-

ability from head coach Gautam

Gambhir and the team manage-

ment following India's 2-1 ODI

series defeat to England, question-

ing the side's preparation for the

2027 World Cup and criticising

the frequent changes to the play-

ing XI. Speaking after England

clinched the series with a 27-run

win in the third ODI at Lord's,

Srikkanth said India's perfor-

mances against stronger opposi-

tion should be the benchmark

rather than victories over lower-

ranked teams.

‘They cannot touch Virat, Rohit

if they want to play’: Ashwin

backs senior stars for 2027 WC
New Delhi, July 21 : Former In-

dia off-spinner Ravichandran

Ashwin has thrown his weight

behind Rohit Sharma and Virat

Kohli amid renewed debate over

their future, insisting the veteran

duo have earned the right to de-

cide when they step away from

the game.

Speaking after Rohit's 138 in the

series decider at Lord's against

England, Ashwin said the two

batting stalwarts remain un-

touchable as long as they are

willing to continue representing

India.

"They cannot touch Virat and

Rohit if they want to play. It is

because of their credentials.

Rohit has scored almost 12,000

runs; they cannot touch him. The

other thing is that they are bat-

ters, and if you touch them, they

have an army. People come to

see them. If you drop them, it

will just break the roof down,”

Ashwin said on his YouTube

channel.

Harmanpreet to lead India at

FIH Hockey Men’s WC in Belgium & Netherlands
New Delhi, July 21 : Hockey

India  announced the 20-mem-

ber men’s squad for the up-

coming FIH World Cup Bel-

gium &amp; Netherlands to

be held from August 15 to 30,

with ace defender and drag-

flicker Harmanpreet Singh

leading the side.

Veteran midfielder Manpreet

Singh, India’s most-capped

player, brings vast experi-

ence to a balanced squad

comprising a blend of sea-

soned campaigners and ex-

citing young talent. The

goalkeeping department in-

cludes Mohith HS and

Suraj Karkera, while the

defensive unit comprises

Jarmanpreet Singh, captain

Harmanpreet.
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