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Chandrababu Naidu meets PM Modi,
invites him for inauguration of Bhogapuram Airport

Amaravati, July 22 : Andhra Pradesh Chief

Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu on Wednes-

day met Prime Minister Narendra Modi in

New Delhi and invited him for the inaugura-

tion of Bhogapuram International Airport.

Accompanied by Civil Aviation Minister K.

Ram Mohan Naidu and TDP parliamentary

party leader Lavu Sri Krishna Devarayalu, the

Chief Minister called on the Prime Minister

at Parliament House. “Honoured to meet Hon'ble

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi Ji in New Delhi

today. I had the privilege of inviting the Hon'ble

Prime Minister to Andhra Pradesh for the inaugu-

ration of Alluri Sitarama Raju International Airport,

Bhogapuram,” Chandrababu Naidu posted on X.

The Chief Minister stated that named after the leg-

endary freedom fighter Alluri Sitarama Raju Garu,

the airport stands as a tribute to his enduring legacy

of courage, sacrifice, and patriotism.

The TDP president said that under the visionary

and reform-driven leadership of Prime Minister

Modi, India's civil aviation sector has witnessed a

remarkable transformation.

“His vision of making air travel accessible and af-

fordable has enabled millions of our citizens to ful-

fil their dream of flying. The inauguration of this

airport will give wings to the aspirations of Uttar

Andhra, unlocking new opportunities for connec-

tivity, tourism, trade, and economic growth.

Guided by his leadership, India is steadily advanc-

ing towards the goal of Viksit Bharat. Andhra

Pradesh remains committed to contributing mean-

ingfully to this journey by building a Swarna

Andhra Pradesh,” added Chandrababu Naidu.

The Chief Minister had earlier announced that

Bhogapuram Airport will be inaugurated on Au-

gust 1. Along with the inauguration of the pas-

senger terminal building.

Do not file cases against

students : Sonam Wangchuk's letter to the Centre
New Delhi, July 22: Social activist Sonam

Wangchuk wrote a letter to Union Ministers J.P.

Nadda and Jitendra Singh on Wednesday. In

the letter, he appealed against filing cases

against the students who participated in the

protest. He requested an assurance from the

Centre that no cases would be registered against

the students, stating clearly that he would call

off his fast if such an assurance were given.

'Will continue agitation if govt doesn't
accept adjournment motion': Oppn on paper leak protest
New Delhi, July 22 : The op-

position leaders said on

Wednesday that the agitation,

demanding the resignation of

Union Education Minister

Dharmendra Pradhan over the

NEET paper leak, will continue

if the government doesn't ac-

cept an adjournment motion in

the Parliament.  Previously, the

Opposition had urged the Union

government to accept the motion

to facilitate a discussion on the

issue. Speaking to reporters out-

side the Parliament House,

Samajwadi Party Chief Akhilesh

Yadav said: "Number one, there

should be a resignation. Number

two, the demands of the students

and youth should be addressed.

Third, the way the children

were treated... if not then it

will continue like this, we

have to raise our voice."

"Paper leaks are not an issue

limited to just one examina-

tion... there have been more

than 150 paper leaks in the

country, with more than 20 in

Uttar Pradesh alone.

152 paper leaks in

10 years: Rahul Gandhi
New Delhi, July 22 : Con-

gress leader Rahul Gandhi

alleged that 152 instances of

exam paper leaks have come

to light over the past decade,

noting that not a single case

has resulted in the identifi-

cation of the culprits. Speak-

ing at a press conference held

on Wednesday to support the

youth protesting against the

NEET paper leak, he lashed

out at the Central government.

He alleged that the entire edu-

cation system has been com-

promised by rigging under the

current government's admin-

istration.

Former Minister  Appalaraju arrested
Srikakulam, July 22: Police

have arrested YCP leader

and former minister Seediri

Appalaraju. He was taken

into custody on Wednesday

from his residence in

Kasibugga, Srikakulam dis-

trict. Appalaraju had at-

tempted to shield his son,

Aarav, from a road accident

case. His actions were ex-

posed through CCTV foot-

age. The police have already

arrested Appalaraju's son,

Arav, in connection with this

case. Meanwhile, rumors

had been circulating since

this morning that the police

were about to arrest

Appalaraju; consequently,

a large number of party

leaders and activists gath-

ered at his residence.

Party leaders, along with

family members, attempted

to prevent Appalaraju's ar-

rest. However, a large police

force already present at the

scene thwarted their efforts.

Meanwhile, Sidiri

Appalaraju filed a petition

for anticipatory bail in the

Sompeta 6th Additional

District and Sessions Court.

Kodangal, July 22  : Chief

Minister A. Revanth Reddy

has accused the Bharatiya

Janata Party ( BJP) of attempt-

ing to remove voters belong-

ing to Scheduled Castes,

Revanth accuses BJP, BRS of plot to delete Congress votes in Kodangal
Scheduled Tribes and minority

communities during the ongoing

Special Intensive Revision (SIR)

process.

He further accused the BJP and the

Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS) of

orchestrating a betrayal

by significantly reducing

the number of votes for

Congress sympathizers

in the Kodangal Assem-

bly constituency.

Congress, BJP workers clash near

Gandhi Bhavan; Police resort to lathi charge
Hyderabad, July 22  : Political tensions

flared in Hyderabad on Wednesday as

Congress and BJP workers clashed near

Gandhi Bhavan, triggering a major law-

and-order situation.

The confrontation erupted after BJP work-

ers attempted to march towards Gandhi

Bhavan in response to Congress protests

held since the morning against the arrest

of Leader of the Opposition Rahul Gandhi

in New Delhi on Tuesday.

Vivek launches

16.53-crore civic works in Ameenpur

Hyderabad, July 22 : Min-

ister for Labour, Employ-

ment, Training & Factories

and Mines, Dr. G. Vivek

Venkatswamy, said the State

government is giving top pri-

ority to strengthening civic

infrastructure in the Ameen

pur area of Sangareddy dis-

trict. The Minister laid the

foundation stone for devel-

opment works worth 16.53

crore to be undertaken in the

municipality on Wednesday.

KTR demands clarity

from Telangana govt on

revival of Adilabad CCI plant
Hyderabad, July 22  :

Bharat Rashtra Samithi

working President KT

Rama Rao has written an

open letter to Chief Min-

ister A. Revanth Reddy, de-

manding that the Congress

government immediately

clarify its official stand on

the revival of the Cement

Corporation of India (CCI)

plant in Adilabad.

Minister Parthasarathy visits Danayya’s

family who died in a road accident

and provides Rs. 5 lakh as assistance
Minister Kolusu Parthasarathy

visited the family of Danayya,

who died in an accident in which

YSRCP leader and...

Reliance Industries' Q1 revenue

jumps 25 pc to Rs 3.11 lakh crore;

profit at Rs 20,946 crore
Billionaire Mukesh Ambani-led

Reliance Industries Limited (RIL)

on Wednesday reported a robust

25 per cent year-on-year increase

in consolidated revenue...

Warner pleads guilty

to drink-driving in Sydney
Former Australia opener David

Warner on Wednesday pleaded

guilty to a drink-driving charge in

a Sydney court and will be sen-

tenced later this year. Warner, who

currently serves as...
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Minister Parthasarathy visits Danayya’s family who died in a road accident and provides Rs. 5 lakh as assistance
Srikakulam, July 22: Minister

Kolusu Parthasarathy visited the

family of Danayya, who died in

an accident in which YSRCP

leader and former minister Seediri

Appalaraju’s son Aarav was hit by

a bike. On Wednesday, he visited

the victim’s family along with

Palasa MLA Gauthu Sirisha and

provided financial assistance. He

handed over Rs. 3 lakh through the

Shepherds’ Association and an-

other Rs. 2 lakh

through the KP Reddy

Charitable Trust.

NMDC Bailadila Kabaddi League to be Held from July 23 to 26

NMDC’s CSR Initiative to Provide a Platform for Players from 26 Villages in the Bailadila Region
Hyderabad, July 22 : Players from

26 villages in the Bailadila region of

Dantewada district, Chhattisgarh, will

get an opportunity to showcase their

talent and sporting skills at NMDC

Bailadila Kabaddi League, to be held

from July 23 to 26. As part of its Cor-

porate Social Responsibility (CSR)

initiatives, Navratna company NMDC

Limited is organizing the tournament

to identify and encourage rural sport-

ing talent and provide them with a

platform to grow.

A total of 24 teams representing 26

Gram Panchayats from the Bacheli

and Kirandul regions will participate

in the competition.

From the Bacheli region, teams from

Molasnar, Dugeli, Padhapur, Benpal,

Bade Kameli, Kamalur, Jhirka,

Dhurli, Gamawada, Nerli, Bade

Bacheli, Masenar, Ganjenar, and

Bhansi will compete.

From the Kirandul region, play-

ers from Kodenar, Kadampal,

Madadi, Cholnar, Tikanpal,

Kalepal, Samalwar, Madkamiras,

Hiroli, Kutrem, Gumiyapal, and

Taneli will showcase their sport-

ing talent.

The league matches will be held

at the Football Stadium in

Kirandul and the Hockey

Ground in Bacheli. The opening

and closing ceremonies will take

place at the Hockey Ground in

the NMDC Township, Bacheli.

To ensure smooth conduct of the

event, a waterproof German

hangar has been installed, and

synthetic rubber mats are being

laid on the playing field for the

comfort and safety of the play-

ers. NMDC will provide sports

kits and all necessary playing

equipment to the participating

teams. The tournament aims to

promote a sporting culture in

rural areas, encourage youth par-

ticipation in sports, and support

emerging local talent.

The tournament will be attended

by Sarpanches of the participat-

ing Gram Panchayats, public

representatives, senior officials

from NMDC Headquarters,

Hyderabad, officials and em-

ployees of NMDC’s Bailadila

Iron Ore Mine projects at

Kirandul and Bacheli, and rep-

resentatives of labour unions.

During the closing ceremony,

the winner and runner-up teams,

along with outstanding perform-

ers,  will  be honoured with

prizes.

The Bailadila Kabaddi League is

another significant step by

NMDC towards identifying and

nurturing sporting talent

from rural areas and helping

them progress to national and

international platforms.

Through its CSR initiatives,

NMDC remains committed

to the holistic development

of local communities by con-

tinuously working in the ar-

eas of education, healthcare,

sports, skill development and

community development.

Revanth calls for

Modi's ouster, backs Rahul Gandhi for PM
Kodangal, July 22  :

Chief Minister A. Revanth

Reddy exhorted people to

dethrone Narendra Modi

from the post of Prime

Minister and elect Con-

gress leader Rahul Gandhi

as the next Prime Minister.

The Chief Minister de-

manded the immediate re-

moval of Union Minister

Dharmendra Pradhan from

the cabinet owing to his

responsibility for the

NEET paper leak which

claimed the lives of many

aspirants across the coun-

try recently.

Participating in a big

dharna at Kodangal on

Wednesday, Revanth

Reddy strongly con-

demned the brutal attack

by the central government

and the police on Rahul

Gandhi and Priyanka

Gandhi.

Terming the attack on

Congress leaders as an act

of defiance to the consti-

tutional spirit gifted by the

architect of Indian consti-

tution Dr BR Ambedkar,

Revanth Reddy said the

future of students has been

jeopardized by the NEET exam

paper leak. The Chief Minister

extended his support to the stu-

dents for voicing their demand

for the Union Minister's resig-

nation at Jantar Mantar above

the party lines.

Revanth Reddy fired a salvo at

the Centre for not arresting the

Union Minister who is respon-

sible for the paper leak . Un-

leashing a brutal attack on the

students was unwarranted.

Dozens of students are missing

and many of them were ab-

ducted by the police.

The BJP leaders are playing the

lives of students by leaking pa-

pers in the BJP ruling states, he

said.

Congress leaders Rahul Gandhi

and Priyanka Gandhi staged a

protest outside the Prime

Minister's residence in support

of the students. In a democracy,

the right to protest is guaran-

teed by Ambedkar's Constitu-

tion, the Chief Minister said.

He questioned the Centre for

not permitting a debate on pa-

per leak in the Parliament.

Rahul Gandhi suffered injury in

the brutal attack.



Burhanpur, July 22 : A

one-day awareness

programme for traditional ar-

tisans and craftsmen was

organised under the Pradhan

Mantri Vishwakarma Yojana

in Madhya Pradesh's

Burhanpur district. The ob-

jective of this event, held at

the Lalbagh Higher Second-

ary School, was to connect

artisans with modern technol-

ogy, digital business, and new

self-employment opportuni-

ties. The event was organised

under the joint aegis of the

Ministry of Micro, Small and

Medium Enterprises

(MSME), Union govern-

ment, and the district admin-

istration. A large number of

scheme beneficiaries and lo-

cal artisans participated.

Artisans in MP's

Burhanpur thank PM Modi,

receive training under Pradhan

Mantri Vishwakarma Yojana
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Tamil Nadu plans 1,500 new B.Sc.
Nursing seats in government medical colleges
Chennai, July 22 : The Tamil

Nadu government has initiated

steps to significantly expand

nursing education by introduc-

ing around 1,500 new B.Sc.

Nursing seats in government

medical colleges across the

state from the next academic

year.  The move is aimed at

making professional nursing

education more affordable and

accessible while addressing the

growing demand for trained

healthcare professionals in the

country.

At present, six government

medical colleges in Tamil Nadu

offer a total of 510 B.Sc. Nurs-

ing seats. Students admitted to

these institutions pay an annual

tuition fee of just  13,750, mak-

ing government colleges a far

more affordable option than

private institutions, where an-

nual tuition fees can be as high

as 1.20 lakh. The proposed ex-

pansion comes in response to

sustained demands from stu-

dents and parents for additional

government nursing seats.

Officials said the initiative is

expected to reduce the finan-

cial burden on families while in-

creasing opportunities for aspiring

nursing students. During the pre-

vious DMK administration, the

state had initiated preliminary

work to establish 10 new phar-

macy and nursing colleges. How-

ever, those proposals did not

progress to the implementation

stage. The present TDP-led gov-

ernment has now decided to revive

and expand the state’s nursing and

pharmacy education infrastruc-

ture. As part of the plan, B.Sc.

Nursing courses are proposed to be intro-

duced in 14 government medical colleges

across Tamil Nadu. The institutions identi-

fied for the expansion include medical col-

leges in Vellore, Tiruvannamalai,

Dharmapuri, Tirunelveli, Tiruchirappalli and

Namakkal, among others. Officials from the

Directorate of Medical Education said the

government has directed the department to

increase the intake in paramedical education

alongside undergraduate medical and den-

tal programmes. The expansion is intended

to strengthen the state’s healthcare workforce

by producing a larger pool of qualified nurses

Chandigarh, July 22 :  Launching a scathing

attack on the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)-led

Punjab government, State Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP) Working President Ashwani Sharma, on

Wednesday, alleged that Chief Minister

Bhagwant Mann has maintained a deafening si-

lence over a series of serious scams and irregu-

larities linked to Verka and the nutrition supply

chain, raising grave concerns about public health

and systemic corruption.  Sharma said that the

recent rejection of nearly 125 metric tons of

Verka milk powder by the Indian Army over

quality concerns has once again exposed the rot

within the system.  "This is not an isolated inci-

dent but part of a larger pattern," he added, point-

ing to earlier allegations of chemical adultera-

tion in milk supplied to Verka plants, multiple

financial irregularities in different units, and now

the shocking quality failure flagged by the In-

dian Army.  He also highlighted the controver-

sial Panjiri (Integrated Child Development Ser-

vices Nutrition Scheme).

Punjab BJP slams AAP govt, cites

irregularities in Verka supply chain

KCR always carried
forward Dasarathi's vision : Talasani
Hyderabad, July 22  : Former minister

and BRS leader Talasani Srinivas Yadav

said that former Chief Minister K

Chandrashekar Rao had always carried

forward the vision of Dasarathi

Krishnamacharyulu, renowned poet and

writer, and dedicated himself to achiev-

ing Telangana in line with the poet's ide-

als. Floral tributes were paid to

Dasarathi at Telangana Bhavan on the

occasion of his birth anniversary.

Addressing the gathering, Talasani de-

scribed Dasarathi as the poet who awak-

ened the spirit of Telangana through his

immortal words, "Naa Telangana Koti

Ratnala Veena". He said that Dasarathi's

writings vividly portray the

hardships endured by farmers in

the Telangana region due to lack

of irrigation and electricity dur-

ing those days. People of

Telangana suffered for nearly

six decades after Independence

and Dasarathi used his pen to

express the aspirations of the

people for freedom and self-re-

spect, he observed.  Highlight-

ing KCR's leadership, Talasani

said the former Chief Minister

transformed the hard-earned

state of Telangana into one of

the country's leading states.
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T
he Ministry of Jal Shakti has approved cen

tral assistance of Rs 537.70 crore for

Rajasthan under Jal Jeevan Mission 2.0 for

the financial year 2026-27. The approved amount

will be released as reimbursement of the Central

Government’s share of the additional expenditure

incurred by the State Government from its own

resources during the interim period between the

completion of the first phase of the Jal Jeevan Mis-

sion and the commencement of Jal Jeevan Mis-

sion 2.0. The assistance will accelerate the imple-

mentation of rural drinking water projects across

the state and provide crucial support in achieving

the ‘Har Ghar Jal’ objective within the stipulated

timeframe.

Mission Director, Jal Jeevan Mission, Rajan Vishal

said the Central Government’s approval marks a

significant milestone in ensuring safe, clean and

quality drinking water for lakhs of rural households

across Rajasthan.

He added that the financial support will expedite

the execution of water supply schemes and further

strengthen rural drinking water infrastructure.

As per the Government of India’s approval, the total

assistance of Rs 537.70 crore comprises Rs 307.45

crore for General areas, Rs 177.73 crore under the

Scheduled Caste component and Rs 52.52 crore

under the Scheduled Tribe component.

The entire amount will be provided as reimburse-

ment for expenditure incurred by the State Gov-

ernment on rural drinking water schemes. Rajan

Vishal said Rajasthan has recorded significant

progress in the effective implementation of the Jal

Jeevan Mission. Of the 3,241 physically completed

schemes in the state, 2,520 will soon be dedicated

to the public through the final ‘Jal Arpan’ process

in a phased manner.

He further informed that vouchers worth approxi-

mately Rs 713 crore, which were earlier not re-

flected on the relevant portals, have now been iden-

tified and submitted to the National Jal Jeevan

Mission for entry. In addition, Central approval of

Rs 537 crore has been received under the One-Time

Settlement (OTS) for 3,346 schemes, while 3,864

schemes have been successfully onboarded onto

the relevant module.

So far, more than 2,212 villages have been certi-

fied as ‘Har Ghar Jal’ villages across the state.

Notably, around 705 new certifications have been

secured during the past two months, reflecting the

mission’s accelerated progress.

Further, ‘Sujalam Bharat’ IDs have been generated

for 93 per cent of the schemes, while requests for

the remaining schemes have been forwarded to the

National Jal Jeevan Mission. Excluding urban ar-

eas, 100 per cent water service assessment has been

completed across all Gram Panchayats and villages.

District Improvement Plans have also been pre-

pared for 35 of Rajasthan’s 40 districts, with the

remaining plans scheduled for completion by July

31, 2026. Rajan Vishal said all assets approved

under Jal Jeevan Mission 2.0 will be geo-tagged

on the ‘Sujalam Bharat’ platform. The progress of

schemes will also be updated regularly through the

project monitoring module of the ‘Sujalam’ appli-

cation, ensuring greater transparency, quality con-

trol and effective monitoring. The Government of

India has extended the duration of the Jal Jeevan

Mission until December 2028. Implemented

through a 50:50 partnership between the Central

and State Governments, the mission continues to

play a pivotal role in providing safe and clean drink-

ing water through functional household tap con-

nections to every rural household. The Central as-

sistance of Rs 537.70 crore is expected to provide

fresh momentum to the implementation of Jal

Jeevan Mission 2.0 in Rajasthan. It will strengthen

rural drinking water infrastructure, facilitate the

timely completion of ongoing and pending water

supply projects, and reinforce the State

Government’s commitment to ensuring safe and

clean drinking water for lakhs of rural families.

Central govt approves Rs 537.70 crore in

assistance under Jal Jeevan Mission 2.0

Kathmandu, July 22 :  A first-

ever rail cargo service between

Kolkata and Biratnagar, an east-

ern city in Nepal, officially be-

gan on Wednesday, marking a

major milestone in facilitating

imports from third countries un-

der the Nepal–India Transit

Treaty. The inaugural freight

train departed from Kolkata Port

on Friday carrying 40 high-ca-

pacity containers bound for the

Biratnagar Customs Yard, the

Consulate General of Nepal in

Kolkata said in a press statement.

The inaugural service was jointly

flagged off by Nepal's Consul

General in Kolkata, Jhakka

Prasad Acharya, along with of-

ficials from Kolkata Customs,

Kolkata Port and the Container

Corporation of India Limited

(CONCOR).

Until now, Birgunj, a city adjoin-

ing the Indian town of Raxaul,

had been the country's only rail-

linked customs point for contain-

erized imports from seaports.

The launch of the Biratnagar ser-

Historic cargo service between Kolkata and Nepal's Biratnagar begins
vice is expected to enable regular

commercial transportation of both

containerized and bulk cargo

through eastern Nepal.

"The first shipment comprises 40

forty-foot containers operated by

Maersk Line, carrying Canola

grain – farmer dressed, a raw ma-

terial imported from a third coun-

try for Nepal's Swastik Oil Indus-

tries," the Consulate General said.

The inaugural shipment was trans-

ported on a CONCOR freight

train, and all containers have been

fitted with the Electronic Cargo

Tracking System (ECTS).

With the full operation of the rail

service, which passes through the

Jogbani Integrated Customs Yard

on the Nepal–India border before

reaching Biratnagar, up to 45

forty-foot cargo containers can

now be transported directly to

Biratnagar in a single train, ac-

cording to the Consulate General.

"The inaugural movement com-

prises 40×40' containers carrying

farmer-dressed bulk canola grain

from Fremantle, Australia, mov-

ing under the aegis of Maersk

Line. This seamless logistics so-

lution, enabled through the col-

laborative efforts of Indian Rail-

ways, Syama Prasad Mookerjee

Port, Customs, Maersk Line, In-

land World Logistics and

Transecure (ECTS), marks a sig-

nificant step towards faster, more

efficient and cost-effective trade.

This service opens a new chapter

in India–Nepal connectivity,

strengthening regional trade and

supply chain resilience,"

CONCOR's Area-IV (East) posted

on X. The Consulate General said

rail transport offers a safer, more

reliable and lower-cost alternative

to road transport, with cargo ex-

pected to reach Biratnagar in

around 24 hours.

Suspected honour killing

claims lives of police officer,

22-year-old woman in Pakistan
Islamabad, July 22 : A

police personnel and a 22-

year-old woman were al-

legedly shot dead in yet an-

other case of honour kill-

ing in the Jalkot area of

Upper Kohistan in

Pakistan's Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa province,

local media reported on

Wednesday.

Speaking to journalists,

Upper Kohistan DPO

Tahir Iqbal Khan said,

"The accused family first

killed the woman and then

the policeman after declar-

ing them ‘Chor’ in accor-

dance with a local custom

after discovering that they

were in a relationship",

Pakistan's daily Dawn re-

ported. The deceased po-

liceman was posted at

Dasu police station.

Bangladesh Gen Z protest erupts over exam

crisis, ‘farm chicken’ remark by Education Minister
Dhaka, July 22 : Bangladesh

has been gripped by a fresh

wave of student protests, with

Gen Z returning to the streets

in Dhaka and other cities to

press for education reforms

less than five months after the

Bangladesh Nationalist Party

(BNP) government came to

power, a report has stated.

The tensions emerged amid

worsening weather condi-

tions during the Higher Sec-

ondary Certificate (HSC) and

equivalent examinations. The ex-

ams, which commenced on July 2

and involved nearly 1.3 million

candidates, were disrupted by tor-

rential rain during the second

week of July.

The heavy downpours caused

widespread flooding in the

Chittagong region and severe wa-

terlogging in major cities, includ-

ing Dhaka and Chittagong.

As floods wreaked havoc in sev-

eral parts of Bangladesh, the Min-

istry of Education suspended ex-

aminations in five districts under

the Chittagong Education Board.

The move to keep exams on

schedule in other education

boards, however, sparked out-

rage among students, accord-

ing to a report in an online

magazine, The Diplomat.

China row
won't derail Xi trip: Navarro
Washington, July 22 : Se-

nior White House adviser Pe-

ter Navarro on Wednesday in-

dicated that allegations of

Chinese interference in the

2020 US presidential election

would not automatically alter

the Trump administration's

broader engagement with

Beijing, saying election secu-

rity and US-China policy

should be treated as "separate

lanes" even as he defended Presi-

dent Donald Trump's push for

tighter election safeguards.

In an interaction with reporters at

the White House a day after

Trump unveiled declassified ma-

terial that he said exposed vulner-

abilities in the 2020 election,

Navarro asked whether the alle-

gations against Beijing could

prompt changes to US trade

policy, and replied: "I think they're

separate lanes." "China has al-

ready, predictably, denied every-

thing, which you would expect,"

he said. "The story, this isn't a

story about China. It's about the

American refusal at the political

level to safeguard our election

system, and that happened be-

cause there are nefarious actors

domestically who wanted that

2020 election to go in a different

way than the voters did." Navarro

nevertheless argued that material

released by the Trump administra-

tion should raise fresh concerns

about China's activities before the

2020 election. He alleged that

China had accessed voter-related

data and metadata in the run-up

to the election, saying such ac-

tions, if undertaken, demonstrated

"mal intent in terms of what you

might do with that election."

"That should raise really deep con-

cerns among the American

people," he said. Navarro also

claimed newly declassified docu-

ments showed divisions within the

US intelligence community over

whether China was attempting to

influence the election. According

to Navarro, those differences

were not fully conveyed to the

President through intelligence

briefings.

"We have revelations based on

documents that have been re-

leased, that show that there

was division among the intel-

ligence community about

whether or not the Chinese

were influencing the election

or were trying to steal the elec-

tion or not," he said.

When a reporter asked why

China should not face conse-

quences if it attempted to in-

terfere in a US election,

Navarro declined to discuss

possible punitive measures.

"That's a serious matter. It's

not what I'm going to be talk-

ing about today," he said.

Instead, he argued that the

immediate priority should be

strengthening domestic elec-

tion safeguards. "I think the

focus needs to be on the fact

that there's holes in our elec-

tion system that can and will

be exploited by bad actors,

both foreign and domestic."
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Khasi Students' Union seals

mosque in Shillong over alleged lack of permissions
Shillong, July 22 : The Khasi Students'

Union (KSU) has sealed a mosque at 4th

Furlong in Meghalaya's state capital of

Shillong, alleging that the structure had

been constructed without the mandatory

approvals and supporting land documents,

an official of student's body said.

The action was carried out on Wednesday

by members of the KSU's Shillong Mihngi

Circle under the leadership of the

organisation's Central Executive Commit-

tee (CEC) organising secretary

Cleenstar Shabong.

The drive coincided with the

observance of the 191st death

anniversary of Khasi freedom

fighter, U Tirot Sing Syiem.

According to a statement is-

sued by the student body, the

land on which the mosque

stands is allegedly owned by

Nurul Choudhary.



US lawmakers push
Senate to clear crypto bill
Washington, July 22 : US

lawmakers have urged the

Senate to pass a sweeping digi-

tal assets bill, arguing that

clear federal rules are needed

to protect investors, bring

cryptocurrency businesses

back from overseas and pre-

serve American leadership in

financial technology.

The House Financial Services

Subcommittee on Digital As-

sets, Financial Technology and

Artificial Intelligence made

the case for the CLARITY Act

during a hearing at New York’s

historic Federal Hall. The legisla-

tion would divide oversight re-

sponsibilities between the Secu-

rities and Exchange Commission

and the Commodity Futures Trad-

ing Commission. “Our goal is

clear: replace regulation by en-

forcement with clear rules of the

road for digital assets,” subcom-

mittee chairman Bryan Steil said.

The House passed the legislation

one year ago by a 294-134 vote.

The Senate is now considering its

own approach to regulating the

digital asset market.

French Hill, chairman of the full

House Financial Services Com-

mittee, said predictable rules were

necessary to make the United

States the centre of the global digi-

tal ecosystem. “This is President

Trump’s goal,” Hill said.

“We stand ready to help our

Senate colleagues complete

the work and get it to the

president’s desk.”

'If US attacks another

NATO country, everything stops,' says Danish PM
Oslo, July 22 : Danish Prime

Minister Mette Frederiksen

said If the US attacks another

NATO country, everything

stops.

In an interview with Danish

broadcaster DR on Wednes-

day, the Danish prime minis-

ter made the remarks in re-

sponse to a question as to

what it would mean if the

United States were to use

force against another NATO

member. Frederiksen also

slashed US President Donald

Trump's renewed comments

that the United States 'needs'

Greenland, denouncing his re-

marks as 'unacceptable pres-

sure' on the self-governing ter-

ritory. "Unfortunately, I think

the American president should

be taken seriously when he

says he wants Greenland."
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US threatens election funds over security

Seoul, July 22 :  The foreign ministry os South Korea on

Wednesday said it has pressed Israel to conduct a thorough

investigation into claims by two South Korean activists that

they were assaulted by Israeli forces after being detained aboard

aid vessels bound for the Gaza Strip.  The ministry said it

called in the deputy Israeli ambassador to South Korea to

its office on Saturday and conveyed its concerns over those

allegations, Yonhap news agency reported. The two activ-

ists, Kim Ah-hyun and Kim Dong-hyeon, returned home

Friday following their release. Upon arrival, they both said

they had been assaulted by Israeli forces, with Kim Ah-

hyun claiming that she had lost some hearing in her left ear

because she had been struck on that side of the face several

times.The ministry said it demanded a thorough investiga-

tion into the matter and stressed that appropriate measures

South Korea's Foreign Ministry calls on

Israel to investigate assault claims by activistsWashington, July 22 : The

Trump administration said on

Wednesday that US states could

lose federal election funding

unless they adopt new security

measures, as it raised concerns

about non-citizens on voter rolls

and vulnerabilities in voting

machines ahead of the midterm

elections.

Homeland Security Secretary

Markwayne Mullin said states seeking

grants or reimbursement for conduct-

ing federal elections would be required

to strengthen voting systems and review

their registration lists.

“We are not going to spend taxpayer

dollars reimbursing a state that is refus-

ing to secure their elections,” Mullin

told a news conference. must be taken if inhumane acts by

Israeli forces are found to be true.

"The government expressed

strong concerns over Israel's de-

tention of two South Korean na-

tionals," a ministry official said.

"We take seriously the testimonies

by our nationals that there had been

physical assaults by Israeli forces

during their seizure of the ves-

sels and detention of our people.

We will respond to this situation

with principle and responsibility

and continue our diplomatic

communication with relevant

countries."

Efforts underway to transform

Cambodian island into carbon-neutral area
Phnom Penh, July 22

: Cambodian Minister

of Environment Eang

Sophalleth said on

Wednesday that efforts

are underway to turn

Koh Srulao, a small is-

land in southwestern

Koh Kong province, into the first model carbon-

neutral area in the country.  Located in Koh

Srulao village, the island, home to more than 300

households, closely connects nature with commu-

nity life.

"With no factories and minimal industrial activity,

the island is rich in mangrove forests, coastal trees,

and a traditional fishing community."



Abusive, vulgar words
alone do not amount to obscenity under IPC: SC
New Delhi, July 22 : The Su-

preme Court on Wednesday held

that the use of abusive and pro-

fane language during a heated al-

tercation, however offensive or

uncivil, would not by itself

amount to the offence of obscen-

ity punishable under Section

294(b) of the Indian Penal Code

(IPC), unless the words are las-

civious, appeal to prurient inter-

ests and have the tendency to de-

prave and corrupt the minds of

those exposed to them.

A Bench of Justices Sanjay Karol

and Vipul M. Pancholi made the

observation while partly allowing

an appeal filed by a 70-year-old

man convicted in a 2017 assault

case arising out of a land dispute

in Tamil Nadu. In its judgment, the

apex court drew a clear distinction

between "obscenity" and "vulgar-

ity", saying that swear words and

abusive expressions, though dis-

tasteful, cannot automatically at-

tract criminal liability under Sec-

tion 294(b) IPC. “Legally, obscen-

ity is not synonymous with ‘vul-

garity’, ‘abuse’ or ‘profanity’. Use

of mere swear words, profanities

and vulgar expletives, however

distasteful or uncivil they may be,

cannot be equated with obscen-

ity,” the Justice Karol-led Bench

observed. Explaining the legal

test, the top court said that an ut-

terance would qualify as obscene

only if it was lascivious, appealed

to prurient interests, had the ten-

dency to deprave and corrupt im-

pressionable minds, and caused

annoyance to others. “Words

which are merely vulgar or abu-

sive may evoke a feeling of dis-

gust, revulsion or shock, but that

by itself does not make them ob-

scene in law,” it added. In its judg-

ment, the Supreme Court recorded

that the appellant had allegedly

used abusive expressions, includ-

ing profanities, during the alterca-

tion. However, even if the allega-

tions were accepted in their en-

tirety, the words could only be de-

scribed as abusive or vulgar and

did not satisfy the ingredients of

Section 294(b) IPC. “Such words,

howsoever abusive, unpalatable or

uncivil, do not satisfy the require-

ment of Section 294(b) IPC... Fur-

ther, it is nobody’s case that the

use of such words caused annoy-

ance to others in a public place,

which is a mandatory ingredient

of the Section,” the judgment said

while setting aside the conviction

under Section 294(b).

The apex court also quashed the

appellant's conviction under Sec-

tion 506(ii) IPC relating to crimi-

nal intimidation, holding that mere

threatening words uttered during

an altercation would not constitute

the offence unless it was proved

that they were intended to cause

alarm or compel the complainant

to act or refrain from acting.

“Mere use of threatening words

during the course of an altercation,

without the proof that it was in-

tended to cause alarm to the com-

plainant or to compel him to do or

omit to do any act, would not be

sufficient,” the Justice Karol-led

Bench said. However, the Su-

preme Court upheld the convic-

tion under Section 326 IPC for

voluntarily causing grievous hurt

by a dangerous weapon after find-

ing that the complainant had suf-

fered a fractured nasal bone in the

assault with a billhook.

The Justice Karol-led Bench held

that the medical evidence fully

corroborated the prosecution case

and that the injury squarely fell

within the definition of "grievous

hurt" under Section 320 IPC.

Taking into account that the inci-

dent stemmed from a land dispute,

as well as the appellant's age and

health condition, the apex court

modified the sentence from one

year's imprisonment to imprison-

ment till the rising of the court.
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CM Chandrababu Naidu meets

Union  Jal Shakti Minister CR Patil for Godavari - Kaveri River Linking Project
New Delhi, July 22 : AP Chief

Minister Chandrababu Naidu

is busy in his Delhi visit. After

meeting Prime Minister

Narendra Modi, he held a se-

ries of meetings with several

Union ministers. As part of

this, the Chief Minister met

Union Water Resources Min-

ister CR Patil. It seems that

key discussions were held on

the interlinking of Godavari-

Cauvery rivers. The CM re-

quested the Union Minister

to convene a meeting with the

CMs of the partner states on

the interlinking of Godavari-

Cauvery. It seems that the Union

Water Resources Department

has suggested that the

interlinking of Cauvery from

Banakacherla is better than the

interlinking of Cauvery from

Srisailam. Keeping the interests

of the country in mind, the Wa-

ter Resources Department has

requested Chandrababu to con-

vene a special meeting with all

the states and partner parties.

The CM suggested to the Union

Water Resources Minister that it

would be better if the water is

put to use than if it goes into the

sea. He said that he has no ob-

jection to the central proposal if

all the states are convinced.

Chandrababu requested that a

special meeting be convened for this. It seems

that the Union Water Resources Department

has agreed to this.

Hyderabad, July 22  : The

Telangana High Court on

Wednesday extended the valid-

ity of existing journalist ac-

creditation cards until August

3, while hearing a petition filed

High Court extends validity
of journalist accreditation cards until Aug 3

by the Telangana Urdu Working Journalists' Federa-

tion (TUWJF).

The petition was argued by Advocate Barkath Ali

Khan, counsel for the petitioner. The court directed

that the existing accreditation cards will remain valid

until the next date of hearing, ensuring that accred-

ited journalists continue to receive official recogni-

tion during the interim period. During the hearing,

the High Court directed the petitioner to submit be-

fore the court a copy of the list of journalists whose

accreditation extensions have been sought. The court

noted that the same list had already been submitted

to the Information and Public Relations (I&PR).

Hyderabad, July 22 : The

Commissioner's Task Force

(Charminar Zone) and Balapur

Police arrested three interstate

ganja peddlers and seized

22.22 kg of dry ganja worth

approximately Rs.12 lakh near

Sadat Nagar Bus Stop in

Shaheen Nagar.

The arrested accused have been

identified as Mirza Jaffer Baig

alias Saddam, Awad Bin Ali

Yafai, and Sardar Manpreet

Singh Dhillon. Police also

seized four mobile phones, two

trolley bags and a backpack.

According to police, the ac-

cused allegedly procured the

contraband from Berhampur in

Odisha at Rs.5,000 per kg and

transported it to Hyderabad for

sale. Two key suspects, Ibrahim

Baamar and supplier Janni

alias Sunny, remain abscond-

ing.  The arrests were made un-

der the supervision of Sri S.

Saidababu, Inspector of Police,

Charminar Zone Task Force

team, SI’s Sri M. Madhu.

Three interstate

Ganja peddlers arrested;

22.22 kg Ganja seized



Hyundai Motor America recalls over 4 lakh vehicles over braking defect
New Delhi, July 22 :  Hyundai

Motor America -- the US unit

of South Korean automaker

firm -- has recalled more than

421,000 vehicles over a soft-

ware defect that could trigger

sudden and unexpected brak-

ing, increasing the risk of rear-

end collisions, according to

multiple reports.

Reports -- citing the National

Highway Traffic Safety Adminis-

tration (NHTSA) -- said the recall

affects certain 2025 and 2026

model-year variants of the

Hyundai Tucson, Hyundai Tucson

Hybrid, Hyundai Tucson Plug-In

Hybrid and Hyundai Santa Cruz

vehicles.

According to the NHTSA safety

recall report, a software error in

the front-facing camera module

may cause the Forward Collision-

Avoidance Assist (FCA) system to

incorrectly detect obstacles on the

road.

The malfunction can result in the

system activating emergency

braking unexpectedly, even when

no actual hazard is present.

Federal safety regulators said the issue stems

from a defect in the vehicle's sensor framework,

which may misinterpret environmental data and

prematurely apply the brakes while the vehicle

is in motion. The automaker reportedly received

376 consumer complaints related to sudden brak-

ing incidents between October 2024 and April

2026. The defect has been linked to four crashes

and four injuries, though no severe injuries have

been reported so far.

New Delhi, July 22 : India’s

pharmaceutical exports

reached $30.47 billion in FY

2025–26, registering a 9.4 per

cent year-on-year growth, and

are on track to surpass last

year’s performance in the cur-

rent financial year, the Pharma-

ceuticals Export Promotion

Council of India

(PHARMEXCIL) informed

Commerce Secretary Rajesh

Agrawal on Wednesday.

PHARMEXCIL also high-

lighted India’s position as the

third-largest pharmaceutical

producer globally by volume

and a trusted supplier of afford-

able, quality-assured medi-

cines to over 150 countries,

India's pharma sector
bullish on pushing up exports

which reflects the potential for

long-term export-led growth.

The leadership of PHARMEXCIL

held a series of high-level meet-

ings with senior officials of the

Centre to deliberate on strategic

priorities, policy alignment, and

growth opportunities for strength-

ening India’s pharmaceutical ex-

ports, according to a statement is-

sued by the trade body.

In a separate meeting with Secre-

tary, Department of Pharmaceuti-

cals, Manoj Joshi, the

PHARMEXCIL highlighted the

performance and growth trajec-

tory of the pharmaceutical sector.

India’s domestic pharmaceutical

market, currently valued at ap-

proximately $60 billion, is pro-

jected to grow to $130 billion by 2030, the trade body

said. Discussions with Joint Secretary, Department

of Pharmaceuticals, Satya Prakash L., focused on

strengthening industry–academia collaboration across

key segments, including clinical trials, biophar

maceuticals, vaccines, and APIs, with an emphasis on

innovation, skill development, and capacity building.

The delegation also met Director General, Foreign

Trade, Lav Aggarwal, to brief him on PHARMEXCIL’s

key initiatives and to seek continued support for

programmes such as Chintan Shivir and iPHEX 2026.

Commenting on the engagements, PHARMEXCIL

Chairman, Namit Joshi, said: "India’s pharmaceutical

sector stands at a pivotal inflection point.

New Delhi, July 22 : India’s

smartphone shipments fell 10 per cent

(year-on-year) in the April-June quar-

ter, the biggest for a June quarter in

six years, a report showed on Wednes-

day.  The decline was mainly driven

by record-high memory prices, which

increased smartphone prices across al-

most all segments, weakening con-

sumer demand and extending replace-

ment cycles, despite promotions and

financing initiatives, according to

Counterpoint Research. India’s

smartphone market remained under

pressure during the quarter, as both

demand and supply were adversely af-

fected.  “On the supply side, persis-

tent increases in memory and other

component costs prompted almost ev-

ery major OEM to implement multiple

rounds of price hikes, resulting in an

average smartphone price hike of

around 15 per cent by the end of the

second quarter.”

Smartphone shipments

in India drop 10 pc in June

quarter over memory prices

New Delhi, July 22 : State-run

oil explorer Oil and Natural Gas

Corporation (ONGC) on

Wednesday said it has selected

BP Exploration Services India

Limited -- a UK-based subsid-

iary of BP Plc -- as Technical

Services Provider (TSP) for its

Western Offshore oil and gas

fields (excluding the Mumbai

High field), in a move aimed at

boosting output from mature as-

sets.  The decision follows an in-

ternational competitive bid-

ding process under which glo-

bal oil companies were invited

to submit proposals for im-

proving recovery from ageing

offshore fields in the Mumbai

Offshore Basin. ONGC said

the selected TSP will assess

field performance and recom-

mend interventions across res-

ervoirs, wells and facilities to

enhance production, leverag-

ing global best practices and

advanced technologies.

ONGC ties up with

BP unit to boost output from

Western Offshore fields

Mumbai, July 22 : Billionaire Mukesh

Ambani-led Reliance Industries Limited

(RIL) on Wednesday reported a robust 25

per cent year-on-year increase in consoli-

dated revenue to Rs 3.11 lakh crore for the

first quarter of FY27, driven by strong

double-digit growth across its Oil-to-

Chemicals (O2C), retail and digital ser-

vices businesses.  The company posted a

consolidated net profit of Rs 20,946 crore,

down 22 per cent from a year ago due to

the absence of the one-time exceptional

gain from the sale of its Asian Paints stake

in the corresponding quarter of FY26.

The conglomerate's net profit had jumped

to Rs 26,994 crore in the first quarter of

2025-26 (Q1 FY26) due to the sale of

Asian Paints stake.

EBITDA during the quarter increased by

10 per cent year-on-year to Rs 54,067

crore, according to a company statement.

The performance beat street expectations,

driven by double-digit growth across key

businesses, including the Oil-to-Chemicals

(O2C) segment, Reliance Retail, and digi-

tal services platform Jio. RIL chairman

Reliance Industries' Q1 revenue

jumps 25 pc to Rs 3.11 lakh crore; profit at Rs 20,946 crore
Mukesh Ambani said: “Reli-

ance has made a steady start to

FY27, with all businesses deliv-

ering strong operating perfor-

mance. Our diverse business

portfolio has once again dem-

onstrated its resilience in a quar-

ter which witnessed continuing

geopolitical tensions and vola-

tile commodity markets."

The Digital Services business

continued its growth momen-

tum during the quarter. Jio’s

performance across mobility,

home broadband and enterprise

services remained strong, driv-

ing healthy earnings growth of

15 per cent Y-o-Y. During the

quarter, Jio Platforms Limited

filed its DRHP with SEBI, a sig-

nificant step towards its public

listing. Reliance Retail deliv-

ered resilient growth this quar-

ter, with steady performance

across all consumption formats

and channels.

Mumbai, July 22 : Domestic

equity markets traded on a

muted note in early deals on

Wednesday amid mixed global

cues and a decline in crude oil

prices.

Sensex was trading at 76,050,

up 40 points or 0.05 per cent

in the morning session, while

Nifty rose 20 points or 0.08 per

cent to 23,932. Earlier, the

benchmark indices opened at

75,939.86 and 23,880.35, re-

spectively.

Among sectoral indices, Nifty

Metal emerged as the top

gainer, climbing 1.59 per cent,

followed by Nifty Cement,

which advanced 0.83 per cent.

Sensex, Nifty trade

muted in early deals amid

mixed global cues

Tata Technologies'
Q1 net profit falls 11.5 pc sequentially
Mumbai, July 22 : Tata Tech-

nologies Limited on Wednes-

day reported an 11.5 per cent

sequential decline in consoli-

dated net profit for the first

quarter of FY27.  The Tata

Motors subsidiary posted a

consolidated net profit of Rs

181 crore for the April-June

quarter, compared with Rs 204

crore in the January-March

quarter, according to its stock

exchange filing. Revenue from

operations increased 5.9 per

cent quarter-on-quarter to Rs

1,665 crore from Rs 1,572

crore in the preceding quarter. The company's

operating performance also improved during the

quarter. Earnings before interest and taxes (EBIT)

rose 7.5 per cent sequentially to Rs 221 crore from

Rs 205 crore, while the EBIT margin expanded

to 13.25 per cent from 13.06 per cent. The ser-

vices business remained the key growth driver,

with revenue rising 6.3 per cent sequentially and

34.6 per cent year-on-year to Rs 1,296.9 crore, as

per its exchange filing. In US dollar terms, ser-

vices revenue stood at $136.6 million, register-

ing a 4.3 per cent quarter-on-quarter increase in

constant currency. At the end of the June quarter,

Tata Technologies had a workforce of 12,579 em-

ployees, while its trailing 12-month attrition rate

stood at 16 per cent.

CCPA orders detailed probe into

Ola Electric over consumer complaint resolution process
New Delhi, July 22 : In

mounting trouble for Bhavish

Aggarwal-led Ola Electric, the

Central Consumer Protection

Authority (CCPA) has now

ordered a comprehensive

probe into the EV company

over its consumer complaint

redressal practices.  As per

sources, the consumer watch-

dog, led by Nidhi Khare, has

asked the Director General

(DG) of the Bureau of Indian

Standards (BIS) to probe the

matter. The BIS chief has been

asked to submit the report

within 15 days. Last month,

Ola Electric claimed that 99.1 per

cent of the 10,644 complaints on

the National Consumer Helpline

(NCH) were resolved.

The company was handed over a

show-cause notice by the CCPA

over alleged violations of con-

sumer rights. However, despite

Ola Electric

claiming that it

has resolved 99.1

per cent of the

10,644 com-

plaints regarding

its poor after-

sales service.

New Delhi, July 22 :  Open

Network for Digital

Commerce’s (ONDC) new

platform DigiHaat brings

India’s artisans, farmers and

small producers onto the

digital commerce grid, as the

government pushes to

formalise the country’s vast

informal economy, it was an-

nounced on Wednesday.

ONDC’s DigiHaat brings

artisans, farmers

onto digital commerce grid
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Baramati (Maharashtra),

July 22 : Nationalist Congress

Party (Sharadchandra Pawar)

chief Sharad Pawar on

Wednesday condemned the

police action against activist

Sonam Wangchuk, who is on

an indefinite hunger strike over

New Delhi, July 22 :  The

Centre for Development of

Telematics (C-DOT) has

signed a memorandum of un-

derstanding with Delhi Police

to deploy nine advanced solu-

tions, purpose-built for mod-

ern policing requirements in

the national capital, an official

statement said on Wednesday.

The partnership aims to "lever-

C-DOT partners Delhi Police
to deploy 9 tech solutions for policing

age C-DOT's portfolio of cutting-

edge, homegrown technological

solutions to boost the operational

efficiency, secure communica-

tions, surveillance, cybersecurity,

and emergency response capabili-

ties of Delhi Police."

C-DOT will deploy solutions in-

cluding a Facial Recognition Sys-

tem (FRS)/FraudPro for suspect or

missing person identification and

crowd monitoring.

It can identify repeat offenders

through photograph-matching

with available databases, strength-

ening investigation processes,

crowd monitoring, and identity

verification during law-and-order

deployments, the statement said.

SAMVAD, a unified communica-

tion platform for one-to-one and

group chats, audio/video calls, and

Chandigarh, July 22 :  As

global tensions escalate in

Gulf countries and disrup-

tions in key maritime routes

trigger uncertainty across

markets, Punjab Chief Min-

ister Bhagwant Mann on

Wednesday called on the

Centre to act decisively, urg-

ing Prime Minister Narendra

Modi to take responsibility

and leverage India’s global

relationships to safeguard the

country’s economic and en-

ergy security.

He cautioned that while PM

Modi speaks of becoming a

‘vishwa guru’, the current tra-

Safeguard economic,
energy security: Punjab CM to Centre

jectory risks reducing it to a

‘vishwa chela’ if timely and effec-

tive intervention is not made.

Citing the virtual meeting con-

vened by the Prime Minister with

Chief Ministers, CM Mann stated,

“A war-like situation in Gulf coun-

tries has created panic across the

world. The disruption of key sea

routes is emerging as a major ob-

stacle in global trade and supply

chains.”  He highlighted that each

state presented its concerns in de-

tail, noting that while some states

depend on mining or coastal trade,

Punjab’s economy is closely tied

to agriculture, industry, and its

border location.

Emphasising the urgency of

the situation, he said, “This

is the time for the Prime Min-

ister to step forward and play

a responsible role in stopping

the war. The strong relation-

ships that the Prime Minis-

ter shares with leaders across

countries must now be used

in the interest of 140 crore

Indians.”

Flagging immediate con-

cerns for Punjab, particularly

with the ongoing wheat pro-

curement season, the Chief

Minister added, “As wheat

arrivals begin in mandis, it

must be ensured that there is

no shortage of petrol and diesel in

Punjab. Any disruption in fuel sup-

ply will directly impact farmers,

transportation and procurement

operations.”  CM Mann further

said, “This is the moment for India

to translate its global standing into

concrete action that protects its

people.”  Calling for urgent and co-

ordinated intervention, the Chief

Minister stressed that the Centre

must act swiftly to stabilise supply

chains, ensure uninterrupted fuel

availability, and protect the coun-

try from the cascading impact of

global instability.

Sharad Pawar attacks Centre over

Wangchuk arrest, vows Parliament showdown
the NEET-UG issue, saying

the agitation would continue

unabated.  Speaking to re-

porters, Pawar said, "We had

anticipated that they would

arrest him within five or six

days, and that is exactly what

has happened.

Jaipur, July 22 : Jodhpur beautician Anita Chaudhary’s

murderer, arrested in Mumbai, would be taken to the spot

where he chopped the 50-year-old woman’s body and

buried it in a pit, a police official said on Wednesday.

Gulamuddin Farooqui (42) was arrested in Mumbai on

Wednesday and Rajasthan Police took his transit remand

from a court before bringing him to Jodhpur, said the of-

ficial. On his arrival on Friday from Mumbai, the police

plan to take him to the crime scene and question about

the victim’s gold ornaments that he allegedly stole after

the murder. Anita, who ran a beauty parlour in the

Sardarpura area of Jodhpur, was brutally murdered in the

afternoon on October 26. On Thursday evening, Jodhpur

Police raided a house in south Mumbai and arrested

Jodhpur Police prepare

to take beautician's murderer to crime spot

Gulamuddin with the help of Mumbai

Police. Gulamuddin was absconding

since Anita's murder. A team led by Ad-

ditional DCP Nishant Bhardwaj was

hunting for him for four days in

Mumbai, said an official. Police

claimed that Gulamuddin, whose shop

faced the victim’s parlour, killed Anita

to steal her ornaments while she was

returning home.

India ahead of China in QS Asia
University rankings for second time in a row
New Delhi, July 22 : India has

for the second consecutive year

outperformed China in the QS

Asia University Rankings 2026,

signalling a significant improve-

ment in the country’s higher edu-

cation.  With 193 Higher Educa-

tional Institutions (HEIs) ranked

in the list from India, the coun-

try showed the highest growth in

university representation. The

list also includes 21 new en-

trants.

India was followed by China

with 135 universities, and Japan

with 115 universities, according to

the latest annual list of Asia’s best

universities released by global

higher education analyst

Quacquarelli Symonds.

India surpassed China in the 2024

QS ranking with 148 ranked uni-

versities. Only 133 educational

institutes from China made to the

list last year.

The 2026 edition features 984

universities across 25 higher edu-

cation systems in Asia.

Jammu, July 22 : A day af-

ter two Village Defence

Committee (VDC) mem-

bers were kidnapped and

killed by terrorists in Jammu

and Kashmir (J&K)'s

Kishtwar district, National

Conference (NC) leader

Sheikh Bashir on Wednes-

day said a major conspiracy

was underway.  An offshoot

of the Jaish-e-Mohammad

terrorist organisation called

the 'Kashmir Tigers' claimed

responsibility for the attack

in Kishtwar district.

Ultras change strategies,Ultras change strategies,Ultras change strategies,Ultras change strategies,Ultras change strategies,
we must thwartwe must thwartwe must thwartwe must thwartwe must thwart
conspiracy: NC's Bashirconspiracy: NC's Bashirconspiracy: NC's Bashirconspiracy: NC's Bashirconspiracy: NC's Bashir
on Kishtwar attackon Kishtwar attackon Kishtwar attackon Kishtwar attackon Kishtwar attack
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official data sharing, enabling

seamless and secure coordination

across units, districts, and

specialised branches during both

routine operations and emergen-

cies, will also be deployed.

The collaboration reinforces the

vision of Atmanirbhar Bharat in

the domain of public safety and

law enforcement, the Ministry

of Communications said in the

statement.

SAMVAD Prime, a dedicated

specialised handset-based se-

cure messaging system will be

deployed among senior officers

and operational teams to ensure

confidentiality and integrity dur-

ing critical operations.

C-DOT Meet, a secure web-

based video conferencing solu-

tion featuring multi-camera ac-

cess.

Arunachal cabinet clears

Rs 7,834 crore package, major reforms
Itanagar, July 22 : The

Arunachal Pradesh Cabinet,

chaired by Chief Minister Pema

Khandu, on Wednesday ap-

proved a Rs 7,834-crore devel-

opment package, along with gov-

ernance, education, infrastruc-

ture, and employment reforms

aimed at improving the ease of

living, ease of doing business,

and public service delivery in the

state. A senior official of the Chief

Minister’s Office (CMO) said in-

vestments were cleared for four

flagship Chief Minister’s Compre-

hensive Schemes for 2026-29. An

outlay of Rs 2,334 crore was ap-

proved for Phase-II of the Chief

Minister’s Comprehensive State

Road Development Plan

(CMCSRDP) to improve connec-

tivity in district headquarters, sub-

divisional headquarters and the

Capital Complex. Officials were

directed to complete pending

projects under Phase-I by March

2027. The Cabinet sanctioned Rs

2,000 crore for the Chief

Minister’s Comprehensive State

Rural Road Development

Programme (CMCSRRDP) to

provide all-weather connectivity

to habitations not covered under

the Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak

Yojana (PMGSY).

Another Rs 2,000 crore was ap-

proved under the Chief

Minister’s Comprehensive State

Power Development Programme

(CMCSPDP) to modernise

power infrastructure and reduce

Aggregate Technical and Com-

mercial (AT&amp;C) losses to

18 per cent by March 2029.

Rs 1,500 crore was cleared for

Phase-II of Mission Shikshit

Arunachal (2026-29) to bridge

school infrastructure gaps,

strengthen teacher training, en-

hance digital monitoring and

improve learning outcomes.

The cumulative Rs 7,834 crore

investment aims to converge

Central and State schemes to

address critical infrastructure

and education gaps, representing

one of the biggest packages by

the Pema Khandu government in

recent years. The Cabinet rolled

out the AI-powered e-HRMS 2.0

(Manav Sampada) platform to

digitise the entire lifecycle of

government employees, from re-

cruitment to retirement, and di-

rected all departments to adopt

it expeditiously. Among other

decisions, the Cabinet approved

the Chief Minister’s Frontier

Sainik School Scholarship

Scheme to support students in

notified Sainik Schools and the

Rashtriya Indian Military Col-

lege, Dehradun. It also cleared

an Indian Army-led mentorship

programme to help Arunachal

youths prepare for admission to

military institutions and pursue

careers in the armed forces.

Global conflicts behind

price rise, situation likely

to improve: Assam BJP MLA
Guwahati, July 22 :  Senior

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

MLA and former Assam Minis-

ter Prashanta Phukan on

Wednesday attributed the ongo-

ing rise in prices to global con-

flicts and said the situation is ex-

pected to gradually improve in

the coming months.

Talking to reporters here,

Phukan said inflation and price

rises are not issues limited to

Assam or India alone, but are

part of a broader global eco-

nomic situation driven by inter-

national conflicts and instability.

“The price rise that we are wit-

nessing today is linked to a glo-

bal situation. Wars and conflicts

are taking place across the

world, and these developments

are having an impact on the

economy and prices every-

where,” the BJP leader said.

According to Phukan, the cur-

rent international environment

has disrupted economic stability

and created pressure on the sup-

ply chain, which in turn has af-

fected the prices of essential

commodities and other goods.

He, however, expressed opti-

mism that the situation would

stabilise with time and that in-

flationary pressure would gradu-

ally ease. “I believe that after

some time, the situation will

improve.



New Delhi, July 22 : In a

welfare decision for farmers,

the Delhi government led by

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta

on Wednesday approved an

ex-gratia assistance of more

than Rs 33.31 crore for agri-

culturists whose crops were

destroyed due to heavy rain

and waterlogging during Au-

gust and September 2025. She

said the affected farmers will

receive relief at the rate of Rs

75,000 per hectare. Under this

decision, the assistance will

directly benefit farmers

Delhi CM Rekha Gupta approves

Rs 33.31 crore for farmers hit by last year's rain
across more than 4,442.41 hect-

ares of affected agricultural land

spread across different districts

and sub-divisions of Delhi. The

amount will be transferred directly

to the bank accounts of eligible

farmers through Direct Benefit

Transfer (DBT) from next month,

the Chief Minister added.

The Chief Minister directed the

Revenue Department and the con-

cerned District Magistrates to be-

gin the distribution process with-

out any delay so that the relief

amount reaches the bank accounts

of eligible farmers at the earliest.

She said the Delhi government

stands firmly with its farmers in

both good times and bad.

"The assistance is an effort to help

farmers recover from the heavy

losses caused by nature's fury," he

added. She said that the affected

areas have been assessed as hav-

ing suffered 100 per cent crop loss,

and the assistance will be trans-

ferred directly to eligible farmers

with complete transparency. The

Chief Minister added that, as

per the Delhi government's

decision, a total of 4,442.41

hectares of affected agricul-

tural land across various dis-

tricts and sub-divisions in

Delhi has been brought under

the relief scheme. The ap-

proved assistance includes Rs

2.74 crore for 364.74 hectares

in Alipur (Narela), Rs 13 lakh

for 17.33 hectares in Burari, Rs

38.63 lakh for 51.50 hectares

in Punjabi Bagh (Mundka),

and Rs 19.92 lakh for 26.55

hectares in Vikaspuri. Simi-

larly, under the Kanjhawala

area, relief of Rs 8.70 crore and

Rs 4.49 crore has been ap-

proved.

Tokyo, July 22 : India’s Ambas-

sador to Japan, Nagma Mallick,

on Wednesday attended the gen-

eral meeting of the Japan-India

Parliamentarians' Friendship

League (JIPFL) held in Tokyo and

explained the future goals set by

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

and Prime Minister Sanae

Takaichi. "Ambassador Mallick

attended the general meeting of

the Japan-India Friendship Parlia-

mentarians' League (JIPFL) held

in Tokyo today, where she ex-

pressed gratitude for the league's

ongoing contributions to deepen-

ing Japan-India relations," the In-

dian Embassy in Tokyo wrote on

Indian envoy meets Japanese

parliamentarians, discusses deepening bilateral ties
X. "The Ambassador explained

to the league members the out-

comes of the Japan-India Annual

Summit successfully held in

New Delhi earlier this month,

while also introducing the am-

bitious future goals set forth by

Prime Minister Modi and Prime

Minister Takaichi. As both coun-

tries prepare for the 75th anni-

versary of the establishment of

diplomatic relations, the Ambas-

sador reiterated the importance

of further strengthening parlia-

mentary exchanges and dialogue

to advance the development of

the Japan-India Special Strategic

Global Partnership," it added.

Lok Nayak, Malviya
hospitals of Delhi govt win quality certification Singapore, July 22 : Up to 422

young people committed cheat-

ing offences in Singapore last

year, increasing from 260 in

2019, according to the Support-

ing Youth Rehabilitation Trends

Report issued by the Ministry of

Social and Family Development

on Wednesday. The offending

rate for youths below 21 years

in Singapore was 4.9 per 1,000

people in 2023, compared to the

rate of 4.6 per 1,000 people in

2022.

The top three crimes committed

by youth offenders were shop

theft, cheating and related of-

fences, and sexual offenses.

Completion rates across rehabili-

tation programmes remained at

around 90 per cent in 2023. The

overall two-year recidivism rate

remained below 10 per cent

among young offenders who

completed rehabilitation from

2019 to 2021, according to the

report.

Singapore records more

young cheating offenders

Bengal govt takes in-principle decision

to implement key project jointly with Centre
Kolkata, July 22 : The new

Chief Minister Suvendu

Adhikari-led Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP)-ruled West Bengal

government on Wednesday

took an in-principle decision to

implement the state's crucial

flood control-cum-drainage

project, popularly known as the

"Ghatal Master Plan", jointly

with the Union government,

with the expenditure to be

shared equally between the

Centre and the state.  The

project had long remained

stalled because of the reluc-

tance of the previous

Trinamool Congress-ruled

and Mamata Banerjee-led

state government.

Gandhinagar, July 22 :

More than 6.54 lakh young

people have secured em-

ployment in Gujarat over the

past five years through

large-scale recruitment fairs

organised across the state,

according to an official

statement from the state’s

Employment and Training

Department.

The figures cover the period

from 2021-22 to 2025-26

and indicate that 7,403 re-

cruitment fairs were held

during this period, with par-

ticipation from over 28,000

private-sector employers.

The department said the ini-

tiative has been designed to

ease hiring by directly con-

necting job-seeking candi-

dates with companies

through on-the-spot inter-

view processes.

Gujarat records over 6.54 lakh

private sector jobs through

recruitment fairs in five years

Rwanda adopts
new disaster risk policy, urges united action
Kigali, July 22 : Rwandan

Minister of Emergency Man-

agement Albert Murasira an-

nounced Wednesday the

government's adoption of a

new disaster risk reduction

and management policy, urg-

ing all stakeholders to inte-

grate the policy's actions into

their plans with the collec-

tive goal of building a resil-

ient nation.

He made these remarks at the na-

tional conference on disaster risk

reduction and management in

Kigali, Rwanda's capital, held to

mark the International Day for Di-

saster Risk Reduction, under the

theme "Understanding the Root

Causes of Disaster Risks in

Rwanda: From National Policies

and Plans to Proactive Actions."

Murasira called on participants to

strengthen collaboration and part-

nerships to effectively implement

the disaster risk reduction and

management policy, Xinhua news

agency reported.

"Good disaster risk management

is not the responsibility of one

ministry, agency, or partner alone

but requires a coalition," said

Ozonnia Ojielo, UN resident co-

ordinator for Rwanda. He said that

disasters are now predictable in

their unpredictability.

United Nations, July 22 : In-

dia has slammed Pakistan

over its diatribes on Kashmir,

saying the traditions of de-

mocracy are “alien” to it.

Speaking at the General As-

sembly Committee on Social,

Humanitarian and Cultural

issues, Indian Member of Par-

liament PP Chaudhary lam-

basted Pakistan, saying that

‘Democracy alien to dump

truck Islamabad’: India lambasts Pakistan at UN
nothing can be expected of a coun-

try whose Army chief called it a

“dump truck”.

He said that the Union Territory

of Jammu and Kashmir has made

astounding progress “in multiple

spheres” and this “attests to fo-

cused attention paid by India to

improve the daily lives of citi-

zens.”

“Democratic traditions and values

are alien to Pakistan, and it is

not a surprise that they have

chosen not to account for the

will of the people by them as

recently as October 2025,” he

said. “A country that regularly

rigs its elections, jails its popu-

lar leaders.

Defining reforms driving India

towards Viksit Bharat: Indian envoy to Thailand
Bangkok, July 22 : India's Am-

bassador to Thailand Nagesh

Singh on Wednesday high-

lighted India's economic and

technological progress while ad-

dressing a session on "The Dy-

namics of Change: India's Eco-

nomic Journey in the 21st Cen-

tury" at the Asia Partnership Fo-

rum 2026 in Bangkok.  He

emphasised that through a series

of defining reforms rooted in

democratic principles, India is

advancing towards the goal of a

Viksit Bharat by 2047. "Ambas-

sador Nagesh Singh delivered a

talk on ‘The Dynamics of Change.
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New Delhi, July 22 :  Delhi’s healthcare system has

achieved a significant milestone with Lok Nayak

Hospital and Pt. Madan Mohan Malviya Hospital is

being conferred the 'Quality Certified' recognition

under the National Quality Assurance Standards

(NQAS) framework, said Health Minister Pankaj

Kumar Singh on Wednesday.

Lok Nayak Hospital secured an impressive 95.89 per

cent while Pt. Madan Mohan Malviya Hospital

achieved an outstanding 96.72 per cent in the na-

tional quality assessment process, the Minister said.

The certification has been awarded based on excel-

lence demonstrated across multiple critical healthcare

domains, including OPD services, ICU facilities,

Blood Bank, Labour Room, Radiology, Laboratories,

Emergency Care, Maternal Health Services, and sev-

eral other clinical and support departments.

“Unlike the previous government, we believe in

work, not empty promises. For years, Delhi’s

healthcare system suffered due to a lack of vision,

accountability, and meaningful reforms,” said Pankaj

Kumar Singh.

“Under the Kayakalp initiative, proper emphasis is

laid on cleanliness and hygiene across all Delhi gov-

ernment hospitals. In the coming period, 14 MRI

machines and more than 25 ultrasound machines will

be made available in government hospitals,” he said.

He said advanced healthcare services are being en-

sured across Delhi Government hospitals, and it re-

mains our commitment that every individual should

have easy access to treatment.

The achievement marks an important step towards

strengthening Delhi’s public healthcare ecosystem

and reflects the Delhi Government’s sus-

tained focus on delivering better, modern,

and reliable healthcare services to citi-

zens.

The Minister said under the broader vi-

sion of the Delhi government led by Chief

Minister Rekha Gupta, continuous efforts

are being undertaken to enhance quality

standards, infrastructure, and patient ex-

perience across healthcare institutions in

the national capital.

The Health Minister said that Delhi Gov-

ernment hospitals are continuously ad-

vancing towards global benchmarks in

healthcare delivery, with enhanced clean-

liness, stronger medical infrastructure,

and expanded access to diagnostic ser-

vices.

The planned augmentation of MRI and

ultrasound machines across government

hospitals will further improve diagnostic

capacity and reduce patient inconve-

nience, he said.



Taipei, July 22 : Taiwanese government has ac-

cused China of transnational repression after

Chinese state media and social media accounts

shared personal information regarding Demo-

cratic Progressive Party (DPP) Legislator Puma

Shen, which included satellite pictures of his

house and workplace in Taipei, local media re-

ported.  Taiwan's Ministry of Foreign Affairs

stated that China's state-controlled media were

using "digital authoritarianism" and the "despi-

cable" way of doxxing to threaten Taiwanese,

trying to create fear and a chilling effect in demo-

cratic society of Taiwan, Taiwan's daily Taipei

Times reported.

In a post shared on Facebook on January 2, Strait

Plus, a media channel operated by a Chinese

Taiwan accuses China of transnational

repression after state media targets DPP lawmaker

state-controlled media organisation, wrote

that a Chinese influencer had revealed the

location of Shen’s house and workplace. Ac-

cording to the post, the influencer said that

she had paid for commercial satellite imag-

ery of Taipei and marked Shen’s house and

workplace on it. She said that China’s

Chongqing Municipal Public Security Bureau

in 2025 had declared Puma Shen as “wanted”

amid a probe into alleged “secession-related”

criminal activities in Taiwan.

United Nations, July 22 :  Facing criticism at

the Security Council from allies and adversar-

ies for capture of Venezuelan leader Nicolas

Maduro, the US has defended it as a “a law en-

forcement operation” and not a war.

At the Council's emergency meeting on Wednes-

day, France and Britain, US allies with perma-

nent membership on the Council, lobbed mild

criticism at Washington from an international

law perspective. The other two permanent mem-

bers, China and Russia, lashed out at the US,

demanding Maduro’s immediate release.

“There is no war against Venezuela or its

people”, US Permanent Representative Mike

Walz declared, quoting Secretary of State Marco

Rubio.

“We are not occupying a country”.

Attempting to undercut arguments that the US

was violating the UN Charter and international

law by invading Venezuela, he asserted, “This

was a law enforcement operation".

“The United States arrested a narcotrafficker

who is now going to stand trial in the United

States in accordance with the rule of law for the

crimes he’s committed against our people for

15 years”, he added.

Most UN Security Council members

criticise Maduro’s capture;

US says it’s ‘law enforcement,’ not war

Kenya airport deal proves

China’s disinformation drive to

win African infra projects
New Delhi, July 22 : China continues to

use media influence, psychological opera-

tions and debt diplomacy to secure over-

priced deals in Kenya and other African

countries, a new report alleged, citing an

example of a recent contract to expand

Kenya’s international airport.

The contract could deepen Kenya’s finan-

cial dependence and compromise sover-

eignty, the report from The Mount Kenya

Times said.

Beijing secures strategic projects “by hook

or by crook,” the report said, adding that

Kenya already owes billions to China for

previous infrastructure projects, including

railways and highways.

Prima facie, the contract for Kenya’s inter-

national airport expansion was inflated

nearly one and a half times higher than the

previous proposal. However, the Kenyan

government awarded the contract to a Chi-

nese state-owned enterprise, under im-

mense pressure. The tactic combines state-

backed media, sponsored content and co-

vert support from local journalists to shape

public opinion in favour of the Chinese bid

while discrediting alternatives.

Islamabad, July 22 : Mi-

nority rights organisations

have requested Pakistan's

federal government to in-

troduce constitutional re-

forms with a goal to

strengthen protection for

religious minorities,

women and children as part

of the proposed 28th Con-

stitutional Amendment Bill,

a report has stated.

Addressing a press confer-

ence in Islamabad, leaders

of the Minorities Alliance

Pakistan (MAP) and allied

groups presented a reform

package that calls for intro-

ducing changes to constitu-

tional provisions linked to

political representation, re-

ligious freedom, and child

protection, a report in

Eurasia Review mentioned.

During the event, MAP

chairman Akmal Bhatti

said.

Rights groups urge

Pakistan govt to introduce

reforms for protecting minorities

Knife attack in Bihar's

Nawada leaves two dead, two critically injured
Patna, July 22 : A violent

clash over an old dispute

turned deadly on Wednesday

afternoon around 2.30 p.m. in

Chhoti Pali village under the

jurisdiction of Narhat Police

Station in Bihar’s Nawada

district, where two youths

were stabbed to death and two

others sustained serious inju-

ries in a knife attack.

According to the SHO of

Narhat Police Station, the de-

ceased were identified as

Mohammad Kashif, the 22-

year-old son of Mohammad

Arif, and Mohammad Ahmed,

the 22-year-old son of

Mohammad Imtiaz.

Another family member,

Mohammad Atif, suffered se-

rious stab injuries during the

attack.

From the opposing side,

Najjan Parveen, daughter of

Mohammad Fahim Parveen,

was also injured.

“We reached the spot soon

after the incident and shifted

the injured to a nearby hospi-

tal. Due to the severity of their

condition, they were later re-

ferred to Nawada Sadar Hos-

pital and subsequently to

Patna Medical College and

Hospital (PMCH) for ad-

vanced treatment,” the SHO

said.

The incident created an atmo-

sphere of fear and tension in

the village.

A cousin of the deceased,

Mohammad Danish, alleged

that his family had been receiv-

ing threats from the accused

side for a long time.

According to him, barely an

hour before the killings, mem-

bers of the rival faction had

intercepted them on the road

and openly threatened to kill

them.

Danish claimed that shortly af-

terwards, a group of five to six

armed men suddenly attacked

his brothers with knives.

He alleged that Kashif and

Ahmed died on the spot dur-

ing the assault, while Atif was

stabbed when he tried to save

them.

He further claimed that the

conflict stemmed from an in-

cident around six months ago

in which the accused had al-

legedly harassed his cousin

publicly.

Kolkata, July 22 :  Prashant

Barman, the long-absconding

former Block Development

Officer (BDO) of Raiganj

Block in North Dinajpur dis-

trict of West Bengal, who was

accused in the case of the ab-

duction and murder of gold

merchant Swapan Kamilya at

Salt Lake's Dattabad in Kolkata

last year, has finally been ar-

rested.   Burman's arrest, which

happened in New Town on the

northern outskirts of Kolkata

around midnight on Wednes-

Absconding BDO accused

in Bengal gold trader murder case arrested
day, was coincidental and dra-

matic. According to information

passed down by the Bidhannagar

City Police, under whose jurisdic-

tion New Town comes, Burman,

while driving his car in a totally

intoxicated state at night, had hit

a two-wheeler rider. The two-

wheeler rider somehow stood up

and blocked the path of Burman’s

vehicle and asked him to get out

of the vehicle. Instead of being

apologetic, Burman, in a totally in-

toxicated state, started abusing

him. Soon, some local people as-

sembled at the place and Bur-

man started abusing them as

well. One of the local persons

assembled there, recorded

Burman’s entire abusive

behaviour and later circulated

it on social media, the authen-

ticity of which could not be as-

certained by IANS. As the

situation became more tense at

the spot, the cops from the lo-

cal Ecopark Police Station.

Delhi Police busts inter-state liquor smuggling
syndicate, illicit liquor worth Rs 1.5 crore recovered
New Delhi, July 22 :  The

Delhi Police's South District

personnel on Wednesday

busted a well-organised inter-

state liquor smuggling syndi-

cate operating between Delhi,

Gurugram, and Bengaluru, re-

covering illicit liquor worth

approximately Rs 1.50 crore

and arresting three bootleggers

involved in the racket.

According to Delhi Police, the

operation was carried out by the

Mehrauli Police Station team fol-

lowing sustained surveillance,

patrolling, and intelligence gath-

ering in the area amid repeated

incidents related to illicit liquor

smuggling. Police said a dedicated

team had been constituted to iden-

tify and apprehend bootleggers

operating within the jurisdiction

of PS Mehrauli. On May 18, while

conducting routine patrolling in

the Mehrauli area, police inter-

cepted a tempo being driven by

accused Akhilesh Kumar Singh.

During inspection, the vehicle was

found loaded with 63 boxes of il-

licit liquor.

The illicit liquor, along with the

vehicle, was immediately seized,

and legal proceedings were initi-

ated. During sustained interroga-

tion, accused Akhilesh Kumar

Singh disclosed that he used to

transport illicit liquor to Okhla

Railway Station at the instructions

of co-accused Upender Singh and

his son Ankit Singh in exchange

for monetary benefits.

Acting on the information pro-

vided by the accused, police con-

ducted a raid at the residence of

Upender Singh and Ankit Singh

in Rajpur Khurd village in Delhi.

During the raid, 11 additional

boxes of illicit liquor were recov-

ered, and both accused were ap-

prehended on the spot. Further

interrogation revealed that the

accused procured illicit liquor

from Mohit, a resident of

Gurugram, and transported the

consignments to railway par-

cel booking points through the

intercepted tempo. The con-

signments were then allegedly

dispatched to Bengaluru under

the guise of commercial goods.

At the instance of the accused

persons, another six boxes of

illicit liquor were recovered

from a car, which was also

seized in the case.

Patna, July 22 : Three people sustained

serious injuries following a collision

with a high-speed vehicle in Bihar’s

East Champaran district on Wednesday.

Enraged by the incident, locals gathered

at the scene, apprehended the driver, and

assaulted him. Following the escalation,

Dumaria Ghat police officers arrived to

rescue the driver but met with stiff re-

sistance from the crowd.

Three persons

injured in Bihar road accident
Indian American Khanna to succeed
Krishnamoorthi as top Democrat on China panel
Washington, July 22 : House Democratic Leader

Hakeem Jeffries on Wednesday announced that In-

dian American Congressman Ro Khanna will take

over as Ranking Member of the House Select Com-

mittee on the Strategic Competition Between the

United States and the Chinese Communist Party,

while commending outgoing panel leader Raja

Krishnamoorthi for his leadership over the past three

years. In a statement, Jeffries praised

Krishnamoorthi’s tenure, saying he

had led the committee “with grace

and resolve” during a period of

heightened scrutiny of U.S.-China

relations.  He said that throughout

his time as Ranking Member,

Krishnamoorthi “worked diligently

and in a bipartisan way to strengthen

our global competitiveness and to

advance American economic and

national security interests.”

“Our nation is safer and more se-

cure because of Raja’s commitment

to public service,” Jeffries said,

thanking him “on behalf of House

Democrats” for his leadership and

continued dedication to the work

of the committee.
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Trump official Peter
Navarro urges election overhaul
Washington, July 22 : Senior

White House trade adviser Peter

Navarro on Wednesday defended

President Donald Trump's re-

newed focus on election integ-

rity, arguing that newly declassi-

fied material had strengthened

public concerns about vulner-

abilities in the US electoral sys-

tem and underscored the need for

Congress to pass the proposed

Save America Act.

A day after Trump's nationally

televised address, Navarro told

reporters at the White House that

the administration's objective

was not to relitigate the 2020

presidential election but to

strengthen safeguards for future

polls.

"That's not what last night was

about. What last night was about

is protecting future elections,"

Navarro said. He argued that the

newly released material had

prompted Americans to reassess

the integrity of the 2020 election,

asking whether "the probability

that that election was stolen" had

risen "because of what came out."

Navarro outlined what he de-

scribed as four major issues

emerging from the declassified

documents.

He first alleged that China had ac-

cessed US voter-related data be-

fore the 2020 election, saying such

activity should raise "deep con-

cerns among the American

people." He argued that obtaining

voter information and metadata

suggested "mal intent" even

though Beijing had denied the al-

legations.

He also criticised what he de-

scribed as divisions within the US

intelligence community over

China's alleged election activities.

Referring to documents released

by the administration, Navarro

said they showed disagreements

that were not reflected in presiden-

tial intelligence briefings.

"There was one very chilling com-

ment," he said, referring to "an

FBI agent, who bragged about

running a shadow government... to

keep key intelligence off the desk

of the president." Navarro further

claimed the documents showed

that voting machines were "vul-

nerable to being used to sway elec-

tions" and that such activity "may

well be undetectable when that

kind of nefarious activity takes

place."

He also pointed to what he said

were nearly 300,000 illegal vot-

ers identified by the Department

of Homeland Security in a limited

number of states. He argued that

even relatively small numbers

could influence closely contested

elections. Using Georgia as an ex-

ample, Navarro repeated his

longstanding criticism of changes

to absentee voting procedures dur-

ing the 2020 election.

Andy Burnham confirmed as

Britain's Labour Party leader, set to become new PM
London, July 22 : Britain's

Labour Party announced

Wednesday that Andy

Burnham has been confirmed

as its leader.  Burnham, former

Mayor of Greater Manchester,

is expected to be appointed

prime minister on Wednesday

after Keir Starmer formally

steps down, in accordance with

established procedure.

Speaking at the Trades Union

Congress headquarters in cen-

tral London, British Home Sec-

retary Shabana Mahmood, who

also chairs Labour's National

Executive Committee, said

Burnham had received nomi-

nations from 379 Labour law-

makers. As the only candidate

to reach the required threshold,

he was declared leader without

a ballot of party members.

Burnham returned to parlia-

ment after winning the

Makerfield by-election, whose

result was declared on June 19.

Starmer announced his resigna-

tion as Labour leader on June

22, saying he would remain

Prime Minister until his suc-

cessor was chosen, Xinhua news

agency reported. In his speech,

Burnham recalled working with

Keir Starmer about a decade ago

to draft the original version of the

Hillsborough law following the

second Hillsborough inquest,

drawing on Starmer's legal exper-

tise. Burnham said Britain had

taken a series of wrong turns since

the 1980s, as political power be-

came increasingly centralised

while essential services such as

housing, water, energy and trans-

port were privatised.

He argued that this had driven up

costs, concentrated wealth and

power in fewer hands and left

many former industrial towns

without the authority to re-

build their economies.

"I will be a leader for the

north, the south, the east and

the west," he said.

After having led the Labour

Party to a massive election

win in July 2024, the first in

14 years, Starmer faced criti-

cism for the policies adopted

by his government.

The number of MPs support-

ing Andy Burnham for the

Labour leadership has in-

creased after his triumphant

victory in the Makerfield by-

election.

UN human rights offfice
raises serious concerns about deadly unrest in PoK
Geneva, July 22 : The Office of the United Na-

tions High Commissioner for Human Rights

(OHCHR) on Wednesday raised serious concern

about infringements on the rights to freedom of

expression, peaceful assembly and association in

Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) amid escalat-

ing unrest in the occupied territory that has left

dozens of people dead and injured.

In a statement issued, Spokesperson for the UN

High Commissioner for Human Rights, Jeremy

Laurence, said that “the criminalisation of a civil

society organisation and imposition of strict limi-

tations on gatherings raise serious concerns about

infringements on the rights to freedom of expres-

sion, peaceful assembly and association. Detained

JAAC leaders must have access to legal represen-

tation and their families. Their rights to due pro-

cess and fair trial must be fully guaranteed.”

According to the statement, the UN High Com-

missioner for Human Rights, Volker Turk, has

called for calm and urged prompt, thorough and

impartial investigations into all

deaths that have occurred due to

the unrest, both amongst protest-

ers and members of security

forces. The spokesperson noted

that dozens of civilians, including

law enforcement personnel, have

reportedly been killed since June

as tensions mounted ahead of the

July 27 election in PoK. Ex-

pressing grave concerns over

Pakistani authorities’ re-

sponse to the protest, the UN

human rights office said,

“The Joint Awami Action

Committee (JAAC) - a move-

ment behind the protests

comprising traders, transport-

ers, students, lawyers, activ-

ists and others – has been

banned under anti-terrorism

laws for allegedly threatening

public order and security.

Some of the group’s leaders

have subsequently been ar-

rested.” The statement noted

that the restrictions on

internet access in the region

were disproportionately un-

dermining the right.

Madrid, July 22 : The Spanish Ministry of

Health confirmed a new positive case of

hantavirus among the 14 Spaniards who were

among the passengers of the cruise ship MV

Hondius affected by an outbreak of the dis-

ease while crossing the Atlantic Ocean in

April.  The 14 Spanish nationals from the

vessel were evacuated from the island of

Tenerife in a tightly controlled operation on

May 10 and have since remained in preven-

tive quarantine at Madrid's Gomez Ulla Cen-

tral Defence Hospital. The latest positive

case was detected during routine PCR test-

ing conducted under the isolation.

Seoul, July 22 : South Korean

President Lee Jae Myung on

Wednesday reiterated his plan

to designate December 3 as a

day of people's sovereignty

that would mark the anniver-

sary of former President Yoon

Suk Yeol's failed imposition of

martial law.

In a Facebook post marking the

78th Constitution Day, Lee

pledged to designate Decem-

ber 3 as a legal public holiday

so that the meaning and spirit

of the day -- when ordinary

citizens voluntarily sought to

block the unexpected martial

law -- could be fully passed

down to future generations,

Yonhap News Agency re-

Brazil urges respect for

international law, negotiation

amid US threats against Cuba

New positive for Hantavirus

confirmed among quarantined Spaniards

South Korean President Lee reiterates

plan to designate December 3 as day for people's sovereignty
ported. Lee made a similar pro-

posal last year to mark the first

anniversary of the political crisis

triggered by Yoon's declaration of

martial law.

"On December 3, 2024, the mar-

tial law declared in the middle of

the night reminded all of us that

the threat to democracy is by no

means a thing of the past, but a

reality that could happen again at

any time in today's Republic of

Korea," Lee said in the post, re-

ferring to the country by its offi-

cial name.

He further said South Korea had

demonstrated to the world through

a "revolution of light" that the

spirit of popular sovereignty en-

shrined in the Constitution is alive

and breathing in people's

daily lives. Lee also high-

lighted the presidential

"Committee of Light," which

was launched earlier this

week to honor people who

contributed to protecting the

Constitution and democracy.

The committee, which con-

sists of no more than 35

members, including experts

in constitutional law and de-

mocracy, will establish basic

directions for promoting Ko-

rean-style participatory de-

mocracy and issue certifi-

cates to people who contrib-

uted to protecting democracy

during the martial law impo-

sition.

Jakarta, July 22 : The In-

donesian government is

working with South Ko-

rean authorities to locate

two Indonesian crew mem-

bers who went missing af-

ter their ship sank in waters

off Jeju, South Korea, on

Wednesday morning.

The missing Indonesians,

identified by the initials

YM and SJU, were among

the 27 crew members, 16

Koreans and 11 Indone-

sians, aboard the fishing

vessel Geumseong Susan

135, which sank at around

4:33 a.m. local time.

"Initial reports indicate the

ship sank during the trans-

fer of the fish catch to a

transport vessel.

Beijing, July 22 : Eight people

have been confirmed dead, and

34 others remain missing after a

rainfall-induced mountain col-

lapse occurred along a section of

the Wujiang River in southwest

China's Chongqing Municipality

on Wednesday, local authorities

said.  Ten people have been res-

cued, and search and rescue op-

erations are underway, according

to a press briefing held on Fri-

day night, Xinhua news agency

reported. China activated a

Level-II national emergency re-

sponse for geological disasters

after a landslide struck southwest

China's Chongqing Municipal-

ity, causing houses to collapse

and leaving people trapped, the

Indonesia, South Korea

search for missing crew

members after ship sinks

China: Eight dead, 34 missing
after mountain collapse hits Chongqing

Ministry of Emergency Manage-

ment said on Wednesday. The geo-

logical disaster saw massive

amounts of rock and soil wash

downslope at 9:08 a.m. on Friday,

burying more than 10 residential

buildings, while leaving some lo-

cal residents trapped and unac-

counted for. According to local

authorities in Pengshui Miao and

Tujia Autonomous County in

Chongqing. The National Com-

mission for Disaster Prevention,

Reduction and Relief activated a

Level-IV national disaster relief

emergency response and sent a

work team to assess the situation

and assist local authorities in en-

suring the basic living needs of

affected residents.
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Sao Paulo, July 22 : Brazilian

Foreign Affairs Minister Mauro

Vieira expressed his country's re-

jection of US threats against

Cuba, and called for resolving

differences through diplomacy

and respect for international law.

Regarding possible US military

intervention in Cuba, Vieira on

Wednesday said he hopes it would

not come to that, and the better op-

tion is "negotiation and dialogue."



12 23 JULY 2026

THURSDAY, HYDERABAD www.theindianmail.in

THE INDIAN MAILSPORTS MAIL

Ups and downs have been there, but

have to follow process: Sooryavanshi
Harare, July 22 : Acknowledging that the last

four months have been a rollercoaster of ‘ups

and downs,’ teenage Indian batting sensation

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi said his confidence still

remains intact and he is focused on trusting

his process ahead of the three-match T20I se-

ries against Zimbabwe starting on Thursday.

Sooryavanshi, 15, made history during India's

4-0 T20I series defeat in England by becoming

the country's youngest-ever international

cricketer and breaking Sachin Tendulkar's

long-standing record. However, after failing to

cross 20 in three innings, he was dropped for

the final match of the series in Southampton.

"Yes, kaafi ups and downs aaye hain 4 mahine

mein (there have been several ups and down

in the last four months). It's part of cricket, it

will keep happening. But I have to follow the

process and give my 100 per cent for the team.

"It's an obvious thing that whatever I want

(guidance etc), the coaches are making it avail-

able and whatever practice I require I am get-

ting that. Feeling very good, there is confidence

also," said Sooryavanshi in a video posted on

bcci.tv. Through the upcoming series against

Zimbabwe, Sooryavanshi is also making a re-

turn to the Harare Sports Club.

'Don't think you're bigger

than the game': Harbhajan reveals

Sachin's career-changing advice
New Delhi, July 22 : Former India spinner

Harbhajan Singh has revealed the most valu-

able piece of advice he received during his

illustrious career, recalling how batting great

Sachin Tendulkar urged him to stay focused

on cricket and ignore the distractions that

come with success.  Harbhajan, one of India's

greatest off-spinners, said Tendulkar's words

have remained with him throughout his play-

ing career and continue to shape the advice

he now gives to the next generation of crick-

eters. "I think our seniors were so good be-

cause they wanted us to play well and be-

come better within our limitations. The best

advice I ever got was from the great Sachin

Tendulkar," Harbhajan told Jio Star.

Sammy confident of skipper

Chase being fit for West Indies’

first Test against Pakistan
Bridgetown, July 22 : West Indies

head coach Daren Sammy is con-

fident that Test captain Roston

Chase will recover in time from a

finger injury to lead the side in

the opening Test against Pakistan,

starting on July 25.

Chase was forced to sit out the re-

cently concluded three-match

ODI series against New Zealand

after sustaining an injury to his

right index finger. Despite some

lingering swelling, Sammy ex-

pressed optimism about the all-

rounder's availability for the se-

ries opener. "I spoke to Roston

earlier today. He came to do his

workout. Still a little bit puffy. But

Roston is a fighter. I know he's not

going to want to miss any Test

cricket. I'm pretty sure Dr Byam

(team physio Denis Byam) has a

way of keeping guys on the park.

Kuldeep Yadav signs for

Yorkshire for One-Day Cup and

County Championship games
Leeds, July 22 : Premier Indian left-arm

wrist-spinner Kuldeep Yadav has signed

with English county side Yorkshire as an

overseas player for the ongoing domes-

tic season, the club announced on

Wednesday.

 As per the deal, Kuldeep will feature in

five One-Day Cup fixtures before return-

ing to Headingley to play three of

Yorkshire's final four County Champi-

onship matches in September. His stint

begins from Friday’s 50-over match

against Glamorgan at Neath.

Kuldeep was recently a part of India’s 2-

1 ODI series defeat in England, where he

didn’t get to play a single game, a deci-

sion which left many baffled. "I’m really

pleased to be joining Yorkshire and grate-

ful for this opportunity. It will be a real

privilege to represent a club with

Yorkshire’s proud history.

“I’ve always enjoyed the challenge of

playing in English conditions, and after

speaking with the management, I became

really excited to join up with the team.

Madhevere, Nyamhuri return as
Zimbabwe name squad for T20Is against India
Harare, July 22 : Uncapped

wicketkeeper-batter Tafadzwa Tsiga

has earned his maiden T20I call-up,

while all-rounder Wessly Madhevere

and pacer Newman Nyamhuri returned

to the 15-member Zimbabwe squad for

the three-match series against India, start-

ing here on Thursday. The trio come into

the squad in place of Clive Madande,

Tinotenda Maposa, and Tashinga

Musekiwa, who were part of the side that

recently faced Bangladesh. All three

matches of the series will be

played at the Harare Sports Club

on July 23, 25, and 26. Tsiga,

who has represented Zimbabwe

in 10 Tests, is yet to make his

white-ball international debut.

Madhevere, a regular in the Test

and ODI setups during the

Bangladesh series, returns to the

shortest format for the first time

since July 2025, and has played

79 T20Is so far.

Warner pleads
guilty to drink-driving in Sydney
Sydney, July 22 : Former Aus-

tralia opener David Warner on

Wednesday pleaded guilty to a

drink-driving charge in a

Sydney court and will be sen-

tenced later this year. Warner,

who currently serves as the cap-

tain of the Sydney Thunder

franchise in Australia's domes-

tic T20 Big Bash League

(BBL), did not appear in per-

son during the court proceed-

ings. Instead, his legal counsel

Bobby Hill appeared at the

Sydney court to formally enter a guilty plea

on his behalf to one count of ‘middle range’

drink-driving. The incident unfolded when

on April 5, also Easter Sunday, Warner, be-

hind the wheel of a van, drew attention af-

ter stopping short of a random breath-test-

ing site.

Warner had returned him mid-season from

Pakistan, where he was captaining the

Karachi Kings franchise in the Pakistan

Super League (PSL). Police officers then

took his roadside breath test, where Warner

recorded more than double the legal blood

alcohol limit.


