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My focus will be on ensuring
continuity, serving global chess
family: Viswanathan Anand
Five-time world champion

Viswanathan Anand has con-

firmed that he has assumed the

responsibilities of interim...

Gold, silver prices jump as

safe-haven demand rises amid

Middle East tensions
Gold and silver prices traded higher

on Friday, tracking gains in glo-

bal bullion markets as easing

crude oil prices...

Polavaram, July 24:

Chief Minister Chandra

babu Naidu said that ar-

rangements have been

made for children to study

happily. The CM partici-

pated in an intimate meet-

ing of parents and teach-

ers in Rampachodavaram

and addressed the gather-

ing. He said that there is

no shortage of teachers in

the state. He said that

Teachers are the backbone of
the education system: CM Chandrababu

teachers are the backbone of the

education system. It is the respon-

sibility of teachers to make stu-

dents beneficiaries along with the

parents. He said that nutritious

food is being provided to all chil-

dren. He said that efforts are be-

ing made to support the poor un-

der the P4 program. The CM said

that children are the asset of the

future. The Chief Minister said

that the birth of children is not a

burden. It has been turned into

income. He said that no matter

how many children there are, the

mother is given a gift of money.

He said that Rs. 10,120 crores are

being deposited for 67 lakh chil-

dren. He said that Rs. 664 crores

are being deposited for 5 lakh

people in tribal areas. He said that

tribals will be given priority in IITs.

He said that the Sanjeevani program

will be started from August. He said

that solar energy will be provided

free to every household.

My future dependsMy future dependsMy future dependsMy future dependsMy future depends
on students: Minister Lokeshon students: Minister Lokeshon students: Minister Lokeshon students: Minister Lokeshon students: Minister Lokesh
Andhra Pradesh Education

and IT Minister Nara

Lokesh has said that he will

bring back the glory of gov-

ernment schools. He said

that he had promised CM

Chandrababu Naidu to this

extent. Minister Lokesh vis-

ited Rampa chodavaram in

Polavaram district on Fri-

day. On this occasion,

Lokesh spoke at a face-to-

face meeting with students

and their parents at a gov-

ernment high school and

junior college.

We have brought major changes
in the education system : Pemmasani
Guntur, July 24: Union Min-

ister Pemmasani

Chandrasekhar commented

that major changes have been

brought in the education system

under his government. He said

that one lakh students have

joined government schools

from private schools. On Fri-

day, the Mega PTM 4.0 pro-

gram was held at the Govern-

ment Women’s Junior College

in Guntur city. Union Minister

Pemmasani, MLA Mohammed

Nasir and District Collector

Saikanth Verma attended the pro-

gram. Pemmasani spoke on the

occasion.

Pemmasani suggested that parents

can see what their children are

doing in school on their phones

through the Leap app. He said that

Rs. 30 thousand crores are being

allocated for education in the bud-

get in AP. He emphasized that the

coalition government is working

to provide quality edu-

cation to the poor. He

suggested that stu-

dents should take ad-

vantage of such oppor-

tunities and grow in

life. He mentioned that

99 percent of teacher

transfers are taking

place under the aus-

pices of Minister Nara

Lokesh.

We have given 14

thousand teacher posts:Pemmasani said that

14 thousand teacher posts have been given

through Mega DSC. He said that Vidyamitra

committees have been formed and a bracelet

has been

made for the

development

of schools.

Rahul Gandhi accuses Centre of

‘lying’ on pellet use during CJP stir

New Delhi, July 24 : Scaling up his attack

on the students’ stir, Leader of the Opposi-

tion (LoP) in Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi on

Friday accused the Centre of “speaking lies”

over the alleged use of pellet guns on stu-

dents protesting under the banner of the

Cockroach Janta Party (CJP) at Jantar

Mantar. Rahul, with pellet gun victim Sahil

by his side, claimed that the latter suffered

grievous injuries in the police crackdown

during the CJP’s ‘Chalo Sansad’ march on

July 20, asserting that pellet guns were used

to crush peaceful dissent. Showing his inju-

ries to the press, Rahul said this was “visual

proof” of a brazen crackdown on students

and demanded that the Centre, rather than

deflecting, come clean on the issue.

PM Modi ends the exam leak standoff, clears path for reform
New Delhi, July 24 : Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi’s personal

intervention in the standoff in-

volving the fasting activist Sonam

Wangchuk, protesting students,

and others involved in the ongo-

ing stir against exam-paper leak

has been both decisive and sym-

bolic. For weeks, the impasse had

deepened, with Wangchuk’s fast

entering a critical phase, student

groups intensifying demonstra-

tions, and the government facing

acute pressures from civil society

and the Opposition benches alike.

By opening direct channels of dia-

logue with Wangchuk and student leaders simul-

taneously, PM Modi signalled that his government

was willing to listen, negotiate, and act.

At the same time, he ensured concrete steps aimed

at addressing the root causes of the protests, par-

ticularly greater transparency, fairness, and ac-

countability in public examinations and recruit-

ment processes.

'Agitation bigger than any person or outfit':

Reactions pour in after Wangchuk ends hunger strike

New Delhi, July 24 : While

parties across the political

spectrum welcomed climate

activist Sonam Wangchuk's

decision to end his 26-day

hunger strike over exam ir-

regularities, several opposition

leaders said that a movement

that involves the participation

of scores of people across the

country, is "bigger than an in-

dividual or outfit".

Wangchuk broke his fast late on

Thursday night, in the presence

of Union Ministers JP Nadda

and Jitendra Singh, following

assurances from the Centre on

key demands of the students'

agitation. Speaking to IANS,

Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) MP

Manoj Jha said: "When a move-

ment reaches this stage, it is not

restricted to any one person or

outfit. Prime Minister Narendra

Modi will not be able to deal

with the emotions of lakhs of

people."

Communist Party of India MP

P. Santhosh Kumar said:

"Whether Sonam Wangchuk

continues his hunger strike or

not is not the main issue. The

students have only one de-

mand: Dharmendra Pradhan

should resign or PM Modi

should sack him.

Urban housing must keep

families close to employment : Revanth
Hyderabad, July 24 : Chief Minister

A. Revanth Reddy ordered the officials

to develop Indiramma housing colonies

in residential areas in the CURE ( Core

Urban Region) zone.

Reviewing the implementation of the

Indiramma Urban Housing scheme, the

Chief Minister enquired about the

availability of government lands and

instructed the authorities to identify un-

used lands owned by various govern-

ment departments in the Outer Ring

Road (ORR) limits.

The officials briefed the Chief Minis-

ter about the details of housing sites

identified across several Assembly con-

stituencies.

KTR accuses BJP of betraying youth,

says Revanth shielding centre's failures
Hyderabad, July 24  : BRS working president K.T.

Rama Rao launched a sharp attack on both the BJP-

led union government and the Congress-led Telangana

government, alleging that while the Centre was sup-

pressing the voices of students and youth, Chief Min-

ister Revanth Reddy was helping divert public atten-

tion from the Centre’s failures.

Addressing a massive gathering of students and youth

at Indira Park on Friday, KT Rama Rao said the over-

whelming participation reflected growing anger against

the Centre’s handling of issues affecting young people,

particularly the NEET paper leak and the alleged crack-

down on student protests.

Govt to back Singareni's
diversification beyond coal : Bhatti
Deputy Chief Minister Bhatti

Vikramarka stated that the State

government will extend its full

support to protect, strengthen, and

transform Singareni into a glo-

bally competitive...
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Oasis Fertility celebrates World IVF Day
with the families it helped begin, in the good hands of  science

Parents and their children come together in Kurnool
Kurnool, 24 July 2026: On

the occasion of World IVF

Day, Oasis Fertility, one of

India’s leading fertility chains,

brought together families from

Kurnool and the surrounding

districts who became parents in

the good hands of science at

Oasis Fertility. Parents returned

with their children for a morn-

ing that celebrated the families

that reproductive science helped

begin. Over the last 16 years,

Oasis Fertility has helped thou-

sands of couples conceive,

across its network of 40+ cen-

tres. Behind every family it has

helped begin is careful diagnosis,

advanced embryology and a treat-

ment plan matched to the couple

rather than a standard protocol.

The event was graced by  Mr. T.G.

Venkatesh,  Member of Parlia-

ment ,Rajya Sabha, who joined

the families in celebrating this

special occasion.

Mr. T.G. Venkatesh said, “Every

child celebrated here today repre-

sents a unique story of persever-

ance, trust and possibility. World IVF Day is not only

an occasion to recognise scientific achievement but

also to celebrate the individuals and couples who

chose to pursue their dream of parenthood despite

the challenges they faced. Their journeys continue

to inspire us to advance fertility care and increase

awareness around reproductive health.”

Dr. Vijaya Lakshmi, Fertility Specialist, Oasis

Fertility Kurnool, said, “World IVF Day is usually

spoken about as a scientific milestone. For us, it is

about the families that science helped begin. To ev-

ery couple still waiting, there is no single correct

path to parenthood, and there is no shame in asking

for help early. Every couple who comes to us wants

one thing, a family of their own, and our work is to

place that hope in the good hands of science, with hon-

est counselling and a plan built for that couple. At Oa-

sis, we value family, because families are the founda-

tion of India’s vibrant future.” The morning brought

parents and children together for shared memories and

gratitude, and for a simple reminder that every path to

parenthood deserves acceptance and respect.

Govt to back Singareni's
diversification beyond coal: Bhatti
Hyderabad, July 24  : Deputy

Chief Minister Bhatti

Vikramarka stated that the

State government will extend

its full support to protect,

strengthen, and transform

Singareni into a globally com-

petitive enterprise.

He assured that the

government's doors would re-

main open round the clock for

the development of Singareni.

The Deputy Chief Minister

observed that the energy sec-

tor is expected to undergo a

major transformation over the

next 15–20 years. With the

rapid growth of solar power,

pumped storage, wind energy, hy-

drogen, rare earth minerals, and

battery energy storage systems,

the dependence on thermal power

and coal is likely to decline gradu-

ally. In view of these changes, he

said Singareni should not remain

confined to coal mining alone but

should proactively diversify into

emerging sectors.

The Deputy Chief Minister made

these remarks while chairing a

special review meeting with se-

nior officials of Singareni and

GENCO at the Singareni head-

quarters in Kothagudem on Fri-

day. Describing Singareni as the soul of Telangana, he

said the 130-year-old institution has played a vital role in

the State's development and assured that the government

would stand firmly behind its continued growth and

sustainability. He noted that Singareni once enjoyed a

monopoly in coal production, with consumers purchasing

coal at prices fixed by the company. However, the situa-

tion has changed drastically with the expansion of

privatization. The Union government's policy of auction-

ing coal blocks has enabled many private companies to

enter the sector, compelling public sector enterprises to

compete in an increasingly competitive market.

Left-wing student organizations called for
a district-wide bandh of educational institutions

Nellore, July 24 : Left-wing student organiza-

tions called for a district-wide bandh of educa-

tional institutions,  demanding the immediate

resignation of Union Education Minister

Dharmendra Pradhan, holding him responsible

for the alleged NEET examination paper leak.

The student leaders warned that if the minister

does not resign, they

will intensify their

agitation with further

protests. Meanwhile,

at the Nellore District

Court, advocates under

the banner of the  All

India Lawyers Union

(AILU) staged a pro-

test. They strongly con-

demned the alleged at-

tack on students and

protesters at Jantar

Mantar in New Delhi

and called for the pro-

tection of India’s

democratic values.

Communist forces behind

Delhi students' protest, alleges Bandi Sanjay

Hyderabad, July 24  : Union Minister of State

for Home Affairs Bandi Sanjay Kumar on Fri-

day strongly reacted to the NEET paper leak is-

sue and the recent students protests in Delhi, al-

leging that Communist forces were behind the

agitation and accusing them of attempting to cre-

ate unrest under the guise of student protests.

Addressing the media

at the BJP state office

in Hyderabad, Bandi

Sanjay said the NEET

paper leak had af-

fected the future of

lakhs of students and

deeply concerned their

parents. He said Prime

Minister Narendra

Modi was personally

distressed by the inci-

dent and that the Cen-

tral Government had

acted swiftly to ensure

justice.



Chennai, July 24 : With Tamil

Nadu facing a widening shortfall

in the receipt of Cauvery water

during the current water year, the

Cauvery Water Management

Authority (CWMA) is scheduled

to meet in New Delhi on Friday,

amid growing concerns over the

impact of delayed releases on ir-

rigation in the state’s delta dis-

tricts.   The meeting assumes sig-

nificance as Tamil Nadu has re-

ported a substantial deficit in

water realised at Biligundulu, the

inter-State measuring point on

the Karnataka-Tamil Nadu bor-

der. As of July 19, the state had

received only around 3.44 thou-

sand million cubic feet (tmc ft)

of water since June 1, leaving it

with a deficit of nearly 21 tmc ft

compared to the quantity due for

the corresponding period under

CWMA to meet amid widening
Cauvery water shortfall; TN steps up pressure on K'taka

the Cauvery water-sharing ar-

rangement. The development

comes a week after the Cauvery

Water Regulation Committee

(CWRC), during its meeting,

heard submissions from both Tamil

Nadu and Karnataka but deferred a

decision. The committee decided to

review the evolving situation at its

next meeting scheduled for July 28.

Water resources experts in Chennai

have pointed to the disparity be-

tween inflows into Karnataka’s res-

ervoirs and the quantity released

downstream. They noted that while

the four major reservoirs in the

Cauvery basin in Karnataka had

together received around 30 tmc ft

of inflows since the beginning of

the current water year, Tamil Nadu

had received less than four tmc ft

during the same period. Data re-

leased by the Karnataka State

Natural Disaster Monitoring Cen-

tre showed that, as of Monday, the

cumulative inflow into the four

reservoirs stood at 31.61 tmc ft,

while the combined outflow was

only 5.26 tmc ft. The reservoirs

together held about 59 tmc ft of

water against total storage capac-

ity of 114.57 tmc ft. The situation

has also raised concerns over stor-

age levels at the Mettur dam, the

principal irrigation source for the

Cauvery delta.On Tuesday morn-

ing, the reservoir’s water level

stood at 75.14 feet against its full

reservoir level of 120 feet. , with

a storage of around 37.3 tmc ft

compared to its total capacity of

93.47 tmc ft.Amid the growing

concern, AIADMK General Sec-

retary Edappadi K. Palaniswami

criticised Chief Minister C. Jo-

seph Vijay.
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Congress govt failed to
ensure power, water supply: Harish Rao
Hyderabad, July 24 : Former

minister and BRS deputy floor

leader T. Harish Rao alleged

that the Congress government

had completely failed in ensur-

ing uninterrupted electricity,

drinking water and irrigation

supply across Telangana.

He said that during the BRS

government, farmers received

uninterrupted 24-hour free

electricity, every household had

access to safe drinking water

through Mission Bhagiratha and

irrigation water was supplied with-

out disruption. Harish Rao on Fri-

day conducted a surprise inspection

of the Solepet Electricity Substation

in Bommalaramaram mandal of

Aler Assembly constituency along

with former Aler MLA Gongidi

Sunitha.
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Y
oung gamers are at risk in South-East Asia,

including India, with criminals using the

same structure of online casinos to gamify

online gambling and make it appealing to them. The

dangerous mix of online gaming’s highly addictive

nature and mobile accessibility is putting young us-

ers at risk, a new report released in Bangkok, Thai-

land, by the United Nations Office on Drugs and

Crime (UNODC) on Tuesday said.

“The line between online gaming and online gam-

bling is becoming more and more blurred,” UNODC

regional representative for South-East Asia and the

Pacific Delphine Schantz said. She explained that

while online gaming initially refers to interactive digi-

tal play without mandatory monetary stakes, the two

sectors have converged through design features that

deliberately exploit this ambiguity, making the crime

more dangerous.

The report, titled An Interconnected Criminal Eco-

system: Transnational Organised Crime Threat As-

sessment for Southeast Asia 2026, also documents

scam operations, drug trafficking, illegal gambling,

online child sexual exploitation, tobacco crime and

firearms trafficking.

It highlights how once-fragmented, locally rooted

syndicates have merged into a single transnational,

tech-driven criminal economy sophisticated enough

to outpace conventional law enforcement and threaten

governance, economic stability and development in

the region and beyond.

Schantz said groups that once stayed within their own

geographic domain and criminal speciality are now

operating across multiple illicit markets at once, re-

lying on the same service streams. “Their operating

model looks like corporate franchising: imagine

specialised departments for laundering money, traf-

ficking people, smuggling migrants and harvesting

data, all plugged into the same, service-based inter-

connected network,” she added.

The document reveals how criminals are weaving

different types of crime into a single, shared finan-

cial and operational infrastructure. Organised crime

in the region is also shifting from trafficking physi-

cal goods to selling services – cyber-enabled fraud,

criminal infrastructure and platform-based financial

settlements – that leave little trace and are harder to

seize or attribute to any single actor.

UNODC warns young
gamers lured into online gambling

Maldives Ministers thank India for

‘generous support’ for community transformation
Male, July 24 : Iruthisham

Adam, Minister of Foreign

Affairs, and Abdulla Rafiu,

Minister of Youth Empower-

ment, Sports and Fitness of the

Maldives, expressed gratitude

to the Government of India for

its generous support, high-

lighting its transformative im-

pact on Maldivian communi-

ties after a Memorandum of

Understanding (MoU) was

signed between India and the

Maldives supporting Maldi

vian communities. “The Gov-

ernment of Maldives (GoM)

and the Government of India

(GoI) have signed Memoranda of

Understanding (MoUs) on equip-

ment support for fitness and rec-

reation centres in 42 islands

through the Indian grant assistance

scheme, High Impact Community

Development Projects (HICDP).

The signing ceremony took place

at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,

marking another milestone in the

ever-strengthening partnership be-

tween the two countries,” stated

the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of

the Maldives. The MoUs were

signed by Minister Iruthisham on

behalf of the Government of the

Maldives and by G.

Balasubramanian, High Commis-

sioner of India to the Republic of

Maldives, on behalf of the Gov-

ernment of India. Minister Rafiu

signed on behalf of the Imple-

menting Agency. During the cer-

emony, Foreign Minister

Iruthisham stated that the provi-

sion of equipment for fitness and

recreation centres in 42 islands

represents a meaningful invest-

ment in the health and well-being

of island communities. She

also highlighted that the ini-

tiative would promote

healthier, more active

lifestyles while expanding ac-

cess to quality fitness facili-

ties, particularly for women

and girls, thereby contributing

to women’s empowerment,

equality, and social inclusion.

Speaking at the ceremony,

Minister Rafiu noted that the

fitness and recreation centres

will serve as vibrant commu-

nity spaces that promote

healthy lifestyles, social inter-

action and community well-

being.  He emphasised that the

initiative would provide

greater opportunities for

people of all ages.

Seoul, July 24 : The top diplomats of South

Korea, the United States and Japan will meet

in Manila this week to discuss coordination

on North Korea and enhance three-way eco-

nomic and security cooperation, Seoul's for-

eign ministry said Friday. South Korea's For-

eign Minister Cho Hyun is scheduled to meet

with US Secretary of State Marco Rubio and

Japanese Foreign Minister Toshimitsu

Motegi on Wednesday on the sidelines of

a series of Association of Southeast Asian

Nations (ASEAN)-related ministerial

meetings in the Philippine capital, accord-

ing to the ministry, Yonhap News Agency

reported. The upcoming meeting will

come about two weeks after the three min-

isters held talks on the sidelines of the

North Atlantic Treaty Organization

(NATO) summit in Ankara on July 7. The

three sides are expected to discuss issues

on North Korea, ways to enhance trilat-

Top diplomats of

South Korea, US, Japan to meet in Manila this week
London, July 24 : Political parties in the United

Kingdom (UK) are urging the Labour Party to

stop all foreign aid to Pakistan and impose visa

sanctions until Islamabad takes back the child

rapist and ringleader of the Rochdale grooming

gang.

The UK government is trying to deport Shabir

Ahmed to Pakistan, his country of birth, as he

was released from prison recently after serving

14 years of his 22-year sentence for 30 child

rape offences, leading British daily 'The Tele-

graph' reported. However, Pakistan has refused

to take Ahmed back.

It has been brought to the limelight recently that

the UK government has signed a three-year, GBP

153 million foreign aid package to Pakistan.

“Pakistan. No foreign aid. No visas. Until you

take back rapist Ahmed,” Richard Tise, deputy

leader of Reform Party, wrote on X.

“The fact Labour plans to continue to send them

aid is proof the political class do not care about

the British people. Reform will stop foreign aid

and visas issued to Pakistan immediately,” Zia

Yusuf, Reform Party’s home affairs spokesper-

son was quoted as saying by The Telegraph.

UK leaders urge foreign aid,

visa sanctions against Pakistan until

Islamabad takes back child rapist

Trump Hails US space

achievements; pledges push toward Moon, Mars
Washington, July 24 : Mark-

ing Space Exploration Day,

US President Donald Trump

hailed America's achieve-

ments in space exploration,

saying the country would

continue to lead humanity

into a "new Golden Age of

space exploration" while ad-

vancing missions to the Moon

and, eventually, Mars.  In a

presidential message issued

by the White House on the

57th anniversary of the

Apollo 11 Moon landing,

Trump linked America's his-

toric lunar mission to his

administration's space

agenda, highlighting the

Artemis programme, the US

Space Force and what he de-

scribed as a long-term strat-

egy to secure American lead-

ership in space.

"On Space Exploration Day,

we commemorate one of the

greatest achievements in the

history of our Republic: land-

ing Americans upon the sur-

face of the Moon," Trump

said. "Inspired by that giant

leap, we look ahead with bold re-

solve, certain that America will

continue to lead humanity into a

new Golden Age of space explo-

ration."

Recalling the Apollo 11 mission

of July 20, 1969, Trump paid trib-

ute to astronauts Neil Armstrong,

Buzz Aldrin and Michael Collins,

saying their achievement demon-

strated that "no frontier lies be-

yond the reach of a free and un-

wavering people."

"Fifty-seven years later, the legacy

of Apollo still burns in the hearts

of all Americans, calling each gen-

eration to reach higher into the

cosmos than the last," he said.

The President said his administra-

tion was building on that legacy

through the Artemis programme.

He referred to the recent Artemis

II mission, saying American astro-

nauts Reid Wiseman, Victor

Glover and Christina Koch, to-

gether with Canadian astronaut

Jeremy Hansen, had "soared into

deep space aboard Artemis II for

the first time in over 50 years."

The mission has "propelled us to-

ward the Artemis missions, which

will return American astronauts to

the Moon, establish a human pres-

ence, and lay the foundation to

reach the red dunes of Mars and

the boundless frontier beyond,

where American courage will dis-

cover what none have ever dared

to imagine," the president said.

Trump also used the occasion to

underscore the national security

dimension of America's space

programme. "This new era rests

upon a foundation of unrivalled

American strength in space," he

said, adding that the same inno-

vation supporting lunar explora-

tion also powers "our incredible

United States Space Force, whose

innovative technology shields ev-

ery American family while

safeguarding our Nation's na-

tional security from above."

Highlighting his first

administration's space policies,

Trump said he had been "proud

to reestablish the National

Space Council," describing it

as a mechanism to bring to-

gether the military, scientists,

industry and the Space Force

behind "a single purpose: se-

curing American dominance in

space for all time to come."

He pledged that "under my

leadership, America will con-

tinue to push beyond every

boundary and lead the world

ever deeper into the universe."

eral security cooperation and

economic ties,  and the

Middle East crisis and other

regional and global develop-

ments, according to ministry

officials. During their trilateral

meeting earlier this month, the

ministers reaffirmed their com-

mitment to the

denuclearisation of the Korean

Peninsula and vowed to con-

tinue efforts to pursue dialogue

with Pyongyang. The three

countries also signed a memo-

randum of cooperation (MOC)

to establish a framework for

cooperation on accelerating the

deployment of small modular

reactors (SMRs) in third

countries, particularly in the

Indo-Pacific region.

US student
visa rule may disrupt degrees
Washington, July 24 : A new

four-year limit on F-1 and J-1 vi-

sas could push international stu-

dents out of the United States mid-

way through their degrees or re-

search, an Indian diaspora policy

group has warned.

The Foundation for India and In-

dian Diaspora Studies (FIIDS)

urged elected officials and US

Citizenship and Immigration Ser-

vices (USCIS) to halt the imme-

diate implementation of the De-

partment of Homeland Security

rule. According to FIIDS, the mea-

sure was finalised on July 16-17

and is set to take effect in mid-

September. The organisation said

the rule ends the decades-old “du-

ration of status” policy and im-

poses a maximum stay of four

years. It also counts Optional

Practical Training and STEM

OPT towards that limit.

The rule cuts the grace period af-

ter completion of studies from 60

days to 30 days and requires stu-

dents to obtain USCIS approval

through Form I-539 for any exten-

sion, FIIDS said.

“This is a self-inflicted wound on

US competitiveness,” said

Khanderao Kand, chief of

policy and strategy at FIIDS.

“A 4-year cap misaligns with

how modern degrees actually

work—median time to a

bachelor’s is about 52 months

and to a PhD about 5.7

years—while USCIS is al-

ready sitting on more than 11

million cases with roughly

year-long processing times.”

“Students will be forced out

mid-program or mid-research,

labs will lose critical talent,

and America will hand its in-

novation pipeline to competi-

tors,” he said.

FIIDS said many research-in-

tensive programmes, particu-

larly doctoral courses and

medical training.
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Quetta, July 24 : The Baloch

Yakjehti Committee (BYC) has

criticised the Pakistani authori-

ties for holding hearing of BYC

leaders Mahrang Baloch,

Beebow Baloch, Gulzadi

Baloch, Beebarg Baloch and

Sibghatullah Shahjee in

prison, terming it a "grave and

deliberate attempt to suppress

transparency, exclude public

scrutiny, and further

institutionalise the

criminalisation of peaceful po-

litical dissent in Balochistan".

On Saturday, the BYC said

that the judicial remand of all

detained BYC leaders was fur-

ther extended for 10 days.

Havana, July 24 :The

United States has no grounds

to launch an attack against

Cuba, Cuban Deputy Foreign

Minister Carlos Fernandez de

Cossio said, warning such a

Nicosia, July 24 : European

Commissioner for the Mediter-

ranean Dubravka Suica on Fri-

day said the India-Middle East-

Europe Economic Corridor

(IMEC) remained a shared top

priority after her meeting with

External Affairs Minister (EAM)

S. Jaishankar in Cyprus.  “Happy

to meet you @DrSJaishankar

today in Cyprus at the Informal

Meeting of Foreign Affairs Min-

isters,” Suica wrote on X after

the meeting with the EAM.

“The India-Middle East-Europe

Economic Corridor #IMEC re-

mains a shared top priority in

view of deepening trade, improv-

ing energy and digital connec-

tions, and becoming an impor-

tant driver of peace and prosper-

ity across the region,” the EU

commissioner said.

She added that the India-Euro-

pean Union (EU) partnership

was moving ahead strongly,

helping drive growth, strengthen

stability and create opportunities

across Europe, the Middle East,

the Gulf and India. “At a time of

growing tensions, the EU and

India remain committed to work-

ing together to support stability

in the Middle East and ensure

secure maritime routes.

IMEC remains top

priority, says EU commissioner

after meeting EAM Jaishankar

Trump renews
anti-communism pledge

Washington, July 24 : United

States Republican Congress-

woman, Anna Paulina Luna,

has written to US Secretary of

State Marco Rubio, urging the

immediate suspension and can-

cellation of all F-1 and J-1 stu-

dent visas held by Chinese na-

tionals currently enrolled at

higher education institutions

across the country, citing re-

cently declassified intelligence

detailing the Chinese Commu-

nist Party's (CCP) efforts to in-

terfere in American elections.

This came after President

Donald Trump accused China

of orchestrating a wide-ranging

campaign to interfere in US

elections, alleging that Beijing

sought to undermine his presi-

dency, acquire millions of

American voter records and

conceal its activities through

what he described as a cover-

up inside the US intelligence

community. In a letter ad-

dressed to the Secretary of

State, Luna said, “As you are

US Congresswoman seeks revocation of

Chinese student visas over alleged China election interference
aware, President Trump's re-

cent address to the nation de-

tailed newly declassified

documents alleging that, be-

ginning with the 2020 elec-

tion cycle, the Chinese gov-

ernment carried out what is

believed to be one of the larg-

est cyber espionage cam-

paigns targeting American

election data in history, in-

cluding the theft of voter

names, addresses, phone

numbers, political affilia-

tions, and other registration

information.” “These revela-

tions demand a serious and

immediate response from ev-

ery agency with the authority

to act.

US lacks grounds
to attack Cuba, says Cuban diplomat

move would cause death and de-

struction.

"Isn't there a lack of grounds to

justify killing, maiming, and caus-

ing destruction and misery, in ad-

dition to running the certain risk

'Deliberate attempt to

suppress democracy':

Rights body condemns

jail hearing of Baloch

activists in Pakistan

Hanoi, July 24 : Vietnam's

Ministry of Health has

warned of a complicated

dengue situation and the

risk of a prolonged out-

break, Vietnam News

Agency reported on Friday.

The country recorded more

than 181,000 dengue fever

cases in 2025, including 36

fatalities, the ministry said.

Nguyen Trong Khoa,

deputy director of the

ministry's Department of

Medical Service Adminis-

tration, cautioned that the

outbreak could extend into

2026. He said localities

must not be complacent and

should prepare dengue pre-

vention and control mea-

sures for 2026.

Vietnam warns

of prolonged

dengue fever outbreak

05 THE INDIAN MAIL
www.theindianmail.inINTERNATIONAL NEWS

25 JULY 2026

SATURDAY, VIJAYAWADA

of losing lives on their own

side?" Fernandez de Cossio

wrote on X in response to a re-

port by US magazine Politico.

The official accused the maga-

zine of encouraging Washing-

ton to go to war and criticised

it for claiming that the US mili-

tary was prepared to attack

Cuba and only awaited "a final

go-ahead from Donald Trump."

Washington, July 24 : US President Donald Trump pro-

claimed July 19-25 as Captive Nations Week, renewing a strong

US commitment to supporting people living under commu-

nist and authoritarian governments while declaring that

"America will never be a communist country."

In a presidential proclamation marking the annual observance,

Trump said the United States stood "in solidarity with all who

suffer beneath communism and tyranny" and pledged that "the

evil ideologies of socialism, communism, and totalitarianism

will never be allowed to take root" in the United States.

"As one Nation, we vow to ensure our Republic remains the

fiercest guardian of freedom and democracy the world has

ever known," Trump said. The proclamation described com-

munism as "a doctrine of darkness" that had consistently failed

wherever it had been adopted. "Communism has always been

a doctrine of darkness, promising equality and prosperity while

delivering misery and ruin. Centuries of bloodshed prove that

communism has failed every society that has ever embraced

it," Trump said. He added that the ideology "scorns the indi-

vidual and treats human beings as property of the state," con-

trasting it with what he called America's belief that "our indi-

vidual rights flow from our Creator, beyond the reach of any

ruler or regime." Trump said communism remained "the grav-

est threat our Nation faces" and outlined his administration's

efforts to defend religious liberty and free-market principles.

"Under my leadership, we are defending the sacred rights at

the heart of our Republic: life, liberty, the pursuit of happi-

ness, and the freedom to worship Almighty God without fear,"

he said. The President cited the work of the Religious Liberty

Commission and the White House Faith Office, saying they

were confronting anti-religious bias and

supporting faith-based organisations

serving communities across the country.

He also linked economic policy with the

broader defence of freedom, saying his

administration was working to "usher in

a new Golden Age of prosperity, safe-

guarding the free market that fuels our

greatness and unleashing the boundless

abundance of our economy for every citi-

zen." According to Trump, preserving

those freedoms also offered hope to

people living under authoritarian gov-

ernments.

"In preserving these blessings, America

offers hope to every captive people who

dream of sharing in them and to the na-

tions yearning to be free," he said.

Looking ahead, Trump reaffirmed US

support for people facing political and

religious persecution. "We stand with all

who yearn to breathe free, are impris-

oned for speaking truth, punished for

their faith, and denied the abundance that

liberty alone can bring," he said.

US strips citizenship

over China-linked theft

Washington, July 24 : A

US federal judge has

stripped a married couple

of their American citizen-

ship after they were con-

victed of stealing sensitive

medical trade secrets and

sharing them with China,

the Justice Department

said.  Judge James E.

Simmons Jr. of the US

District Court for the

Southern District of Cali-

fornia issued the order on

Saturday against Li Chen

and Yu Zhou, finding they

had illegally procured

their naturalisation.

Chen and Zhou had ear-

lier pleaded guilty to con-

spiracy to commit theft of

trade secrets and con-

spiracy to commit wire

fraud. The court held

these offences amounted

to crimes involving moral

turpitude, disqualifying

them from demonstrating

the “good moral charac-

ter” required for

naturalisation. The judge

also found both had com-

mitted unlawful acts that

reflected adversely on

their moral character, with

no extenuating circum-

stances. “Gaining citizen-

ship after committing se-

rious crimes against the

American people is an un-

acceptable abuse of our

immigration system,” At-

torney General Pamela

Bondi said.



New Delhi, July 24 :  Commerce

Minister Piyush Goyal has said

that consensus-based decision-

making is the bedrock of the

WTO’s legitimacy, as the discus-

sions related to reforms in the glo-

bal trading system, electronic

commerce, TRIPS non-violation

and the package for least devel-

oped countries (LDCs) will now

continue in Geneva.

The minister’s statement comes

after the conclusion of the 14th

Ministerial Conference of the

WTO at Yaounde in Cameroon on

Friday, where he led the Indian

delegation.

Goyal emphasised that it is impor-

tant for the WTO not to ignore the

sovereign right of each member

not to bind itself to rules which

they do not agree to. While ex-

tending India’s support for a time-

Bhopal, July 24 : Madhya

Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister

Rajendra Shukla on Friday di-

rected officials to give top pri-

ority to the recruitment of doc-

tors and specialist doctors in

remote and underserved re-

gions of the state. Chairing a

review meeting of the Public

Health and Medical Education

Department at the Mantralaya,

Shukla said healthcare services

must reach the last person in

need.

He reviewed staffing, infra-

structure projects, and hospital

management during the meet-

ing. “Recruitment of doctors

and specialist doctors in

underserved and remote areas

should be accorded the highest

priority so that quality health

services can reach the last per-

son in need,” Shukla said.

Guwahati, July 24 : Prepara-

tions for the nationwide Census

2027 gathered pace in Assam on

Friday with the launch of train-

ing programmes for Enumerators

and Supervisors engaged in the

House Listing Operation (HLO)

and Housing Census in Kamrup

district, officials said. The dis-

trict-wide training exercise,

which commenced on Monday,

will continue until August 8 and

aims to equip field personnel

with the technical knowledge

and procedural skills required to

conduct the House Listing Op-

eration accurately and effi-

ciently. Officials said the

programme will be implemented

Ahmedabad, July 24 : The

Gujarat government on Friday

directed all offices, institutions,

universities and corporations

functioning under the state Ag-

riculture Department to install

solar rooftop systems, with Ag-

riculture Minister Jitu Vaghani

ordering departments to begin

the process immediately in re-

sponse to Prime Minister

Narendra Modi’s recent appeal to

promote green energy and reduce

fuel consumption.

The decision was taken under the

guidance of Chief Minister

Bhupendra Patel after the Prime

Minister urged citizens and gov-

ernment institutions to adopt mea-

sures aimed at saving fuel and in-

creasing the use of renewable en-

ergy sources. Vaghani said the in-

stallation of solar rooftops in gov-

Bhubaneswar, July 24 :  The

opposition Congress on Friday

claimed to have exposed a mas-

sive scam going on in the paddy

procurement system in Odisha

during the Kharif season at the

cost of farmers, allegedly involv-

ing a collusion between millers,

concerned government officials,

and the state Food Supplies and

Consumer Welfare Minister.

Addressing a press conference

here on Tuesday, Pradesh Kisan

Congress President Abhay

Kumar Sahu and senior Con-

gress leader Sudarshan Das

claimed that irregularities in pro-

curement have deprived thou-

sands of farmers of fair earnings.

They said that despite procure-

ment targets, nearly 1.13 lakh

farmers are yet to sell their

paddy, highlighting serious gaps

in the system.

Census 2027 house listing training begins in Assam
in phases across all 11 Revenue

Circles of Kamrup district:

Palashbari, Hajo, Boko,

Chhaygaon, North Guwahati,

Rangia, Kamalpur, Goroimari,

Chamaria, Nagarbera and Koya.

The training is designed to

familiarise Enumerators and Su-

pervisors with census procedures,

data collection methods, field pro-

tocols and operational guidelines

to ensure uniformity and accuracy

during the enumeration process.

Kamrup District Commissioner

Deba Kumar Mishra inaugurated

the training programme at

Dakshin Kamrup College in Mirza

under the Palashbari Revenue

Circle. Addressing the partici-

pants, he stressed the importance

of conducting the exercise with

precision, transparency and a

strong sense of responsibility.

Mishra said that accurate census

data form the foundation for evi-

dence-based governance and play

a vital role in planning develop-

mental programmes, framing pub-

lic policies, and ensuring the eq-

uitable distribution of resources.

He urged Enumerators and Super-

visors to strictly follow the pre-

scribed Census guidelines while

carrying out fieldwork and

emphasised that even minor inac-

curacies could affect planning and

policy decisions at multiple lev-

els of government.

MP Dy CM

prioritises doctor recruitment

in remote areas

WTO must go for
consensus-based decisions: Piyush Goyal

bound restart of reform efforts

with milestones, he stressed the

importance of the WTO to un-

dertake a transparent, inclusive

and member-driven assessment

of the current impasse and its

underlying causes.

India also highlighted that an in-

tegrated multilateral trading sys-

tem cannot thrive alongside frag-

mentation within its own insti-

tutional framework and called

for the consensus process to be

premised on the principles of

openness, transparency,

inclusivity, participative and

member-driven.

Goyal emphasised India’s proac-

tive and historical conservation

efforts, including the 61-day an-

nual fishing ban, and underlined

India’s long-standing commit-

ment to sustainability well be-

fore it became a global priority.

He highlighted that the incorpo-

ration of Investment Facilitation

for Development Agreement

risks eroding the functional lim-

its of the WTO and undermin-

ing its foundational principles.

In MC-14, India engaged posi-

tively on the issue of moratorium

on customs duties on electronic

transmission, but convergence

could not be reached amongst the

members.

Hidayat Patel’s killers
must be given the harshest punishment: Maha Congress
Amravati, July 24 :

Maharashtra Congress chief

Harshwardhan Sapkal on Fri-

day condemned the murder of

party leader Hidayat Patel in

Akola, claiming that it is an

example of how badly law

and order in the state has de-

teriorated.

He further stated that the

gangs wielding machetes,

drug mafias, sand mafias,

land mafias, and local

strongmen have mushroomed

across the state as Maharashtra

does not have a full-time Home

Minister. He demanded that all

those involved in the attack be ar-

rested immediately and punished

severely.

Addressing a press conference in

Amravati, Sapkal said that the

elections to the Amravati Munici-

pal Corporation are no different

from those to the other 29 munici-

pal corporations in the state. In

municipal council and nagar

panchayat elections, the ruling

party is throwing money to change

the results in its favour.

“Law and order has deteriorated;

the Election Commission has be-

come a puppet in the hands of the

ruling party, and the administra-

tion is aiding those in power. Bo-

gus voting and massive distribu-

tion of money are underway.

There is virtually no administra-

tion functioning in the state. What

happened in the municipal elec-

tions is now happening in the

municipal corporation elections as

well,” he said.

The Congress leader said that the

horse-trading has intensified, with

opposition candidates being

threatened and pressured to with-

draw their nominations.

“To ensure unopposed elections,

the Chief Minister and both

Deputy Chief Ministers have de-

scended into hooliganism,”

claimed Sapkal.

Sapkal said that the Speaker of the

Legislative Assembly is the cus-

todian of the Constitution and the

House, yet he stood outside

the office of the election de-

cision officer to ensure that

three candidates from his own

family were elected unop-

posed; he intimidated and

threatened officials, and his

conduct was strange and per-

verse. “The ruling party has

wrapped up democracy,” he

said.

New Delhi/Gandhinagar, July

24 : Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) na-

tional convenor Arvind Kejriwal

on Friday said he would person-

ally visit the Intelligence Bureau

(IB) office in Gujarat to seek an-

swers over alleged verification

calls being made to party work-

ers, as the party accused central

agencies of targeting its workers

in the state. The controversy be-

gan after AAP Gujarat co-incharge

Durgesh Pathak claimed on the

social media platform X that one

of the party’s workers in Gujarat

had been receiving repeated calls

from a mobile number allegedly

claiming to be from the IB. “Just a

short while ago, one of our work-

ers working in Gujarat received

repeated calls.

‘Next time I’m in Gujarat,

I’ll go to IB office’: Kejriwal over

alleged calls to AAP workers

After PM Modi's appeal, Gujarat

orders solar rooftops for all Agriculture Dept offices
ernment offices and institutions

would reduce dependence on elec-

tricity generated through conven-

tional fuels and encourage the use

of renewable energy such as solar

power. “All offices, boards, corpo-

rations and educational institutions

under the Agriculture Department

where solar rooftops are yet to be

installed will begin the project on

an immediate basis,” he said. The

government has instructed all con-

cerned offices to prepare and sub-

mit proposals to the Gujarat Energy

Development Agency (GEDA)

within the next seven days so that

the work can be completed on a war

footing. Officials said the initiative

is expected to reduce electricity ex-

penditure in government offices

while strengthening Gujarat’s posi-

tion in the clean and green energy

sector.

Kolkata, July 24 : West

Bengal Chief Minister,

Suvendu Adhikari, on Friday

expressed concern over the

tragic tunnel collapse in

neighbouring Sikkim and

assured all cooperation to the

Sikkim government.

In a X post, Adhikari said,

"Deeply pained and con-

cerned by the tragic tunnel

collapse at the under-con-

struction site of the NHPC

Teesta Stage VI Hydroelec-

tric Project at Samardung;

Jholungey, in Namchi Dis-

trict of Sikkim."

At least 10 people were

killed while several others

remained trapped after an

under-construction tunnel of

the NHPC’s Teesta State VI

hydroelectric project col-

lapsed in Sikkim’s Namchi

district on Friday.

Bengal CM assures all

cooperation to

Sikkim government after

tunnel collapse tragedy

Congress alleges massive

irregularities in Odisha paddy procurement system
The party demanded that the

state government take immedi-

ate steps for the procurement of

paddy from these 1.13 lakh farm-

ers who registered themselves to

sell their paddy. The Congress

leaders alleged that a nexus be-

tween rice millers, officials of

the Food Supplies Department,

and cooperative societies has

enabled manipulation and diver-

sion of funds.

According to the senior Con-

gress leader Das, an “80:20 for-

mula” is being followed in the

procurement of paddy across the

state. The Farmers are reportedly

assured that their entire produce

will be purchased, but in prac-

tice, they receive payments for

the full quantity while being

forced to return the value of 20

per cent to millers, resulting in

financial loss.

Jaipur, July 24 : Chief Min-

ister Bhajanlal Sharma in-

spected the Rajasthan

Sampark Helpline 181 at the

Government Secretariat on

Friday.

During the visit, he personally

spoke with citizens by phone,

listened to their grievances,

and issued prompt instruc-

tions to officials for prompt

and effective redressal.

CM Sharma visits

Rajasthan Sampark Helpline,

hears public grievances
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Gold, silver prices jump as

safe-haven demand rises amid Middle East tensions
Mumbai, July 24 : Gold and

silver prices traded higher on

Friday, tracking gains in glo-

bal bullion markets as eas-

ing crude oil prices and per-

sistent geopolitical tensions

in the Middle East boosted

demand for safe-haven as-

sets.  On the Multi Commodity

Exchange (MCX), gold futures

for August delivery climbed as

much as 1.03 per cent or Rs

1,460 to touch an intraday high

of Rs 1,42,848 per 10 grams at

around 11:20 am. Meanwhile, sil-

ver futures.

Mumbai, July 24 : Paytm (One

97 Communications Limited),

India’s full stack merchant pay-

ments leader serving MSMEs and

enterprises, and a leading finan-

cial services distribution com-

pany, and the pioneer of mobile

payments, QR codes, and

Soundbox, on Friday announced

its financial results for the quar-

ter ending June 2026 (Q1 FY

2027), reporting its highest ever

quarterly EBITDA, driven by

growth acceleration across mer-

chant and consumer businesses,

EBITDA margin expansion, and

AI-led accelerating operating le-

verage.

During Q1 FY27, operating rev-

enue increased 28 per cent YoY

to Rs 2,448 crore, while EBITDA

rose 182 per cent YoY to a record

Rs 203 crore, with EBITDA mar-

Paytm reports highest ever quarterly EBITDA of

Rs 203 crore in Q1 FY27; revenue rises 28 pc to Rs 2,448 crore
gin expanding to 8 per cent.

Profit after tax increased 79 per

cent YoY to Rs 220 crore, ac-

cording to its official statement.

On a comparable basis, exclud-

ing the Payments Infrastructure

Development Fund (PIDF) in-

centive, which was applicable till

December 2025, operating rev-

enue grew 31 per cent YoY, while

EBITDA margin expanded by 7

percentage points YoY, reflect-

ing the strength of the underly-

ing business.

Merchant GMV growth acceler-

ated to 31 per cent YoY to Rs 7.1

lakh crore, led by investments in

product, distribution and service

of device merchants and increas-

ing momentum in the online

merchant business following re-

ceipt of the online Payment

Aggregator licence last year.

Mumbai, July 24 : LG Elec-

tronics India shares came un-

der selling pressure on Friday

after the expiry of the

company’s three-month lock-

in period, pushing the stock

to an all-time low on the BSE.

The share price fell as much

as 4.4 per cent to Rs 1,392.8

during early trade. At 1:30

pm, the stock was still down

2.51 per cent or Rs 36.50 at

Rs 1,419.90.

The decline was largely

linked to the end of the lock-

in period, which restricts cer-

tain shareholders from selling

their shares for a fixed time

after listing.

With the lock-in ending,

around 15 million shares --

about 2 per cent of LG Elec-

tronics India’s total equity --

LG Electronics India shares
hit record low after lock-in expiry

became eligible for trading, according to Nuvama In-

stitutional Equities.

The company currently has a market capitalisation of

Rs 2,559.97 crore. The stock is trading nearly 17 per

cent below its listing price of Rs 1,715 on the BSE,

though it remains about 25 per cent higher than its is-

sue price of Rs 1,140 per share.

LG Electronics had made a strong debut on Dalal Street

on October 14, 2025.

On the financial front, LG Electronics India reported a

weak performance in the September quarter (Q2FY26).

The company’s net profit fell 27.3 per cent year-on-

year (YoY) to Rs 389.43 crore, compared with Rs 535.7

crore in the same quarter last financial year.

Net sales grew marginally by 0.9 per cent to Rs 6,170.4

crore, according to its earlier exchange filing.

Emkay Global Financial Services said the company’s

quarterly results were weak, in line with industry peers.

The brokerage attributed the performance to GST-led

demand postponement by dealers and consumers, weak

consumer sentiment, and lower business-to-business

revenue in the home electronics segment due to tariff-

related issues.

New Delhi, July 24 : OpenAI has in-

troduced ChatGPT Health, a dedicated

experience to securely connect

people’s medical records and wellness

apps.  The San Francisco-based arti-

ficial intelligence (AI) giant has de-

veloped the new experience, with

close collaboration from more than

260 physicians practicing across 60

countries.

“You can securely connect medical

records and wellness apps to ground

conversations in your own health in-

formation, so responses are more rel-

evant and useful to you. Designed in

close collaboration with physicians,

ChatGPT Health helps people take a

more active role in understanding and

managing their health and wellness --

while supporting, not replacing, care

from clinicians,” Open AI said in a

blog post. OpenAI noted that the fea-

ture comes amid heavy demand for

health queries on ChatGPT -- over 230

million people globally ask health and

wellness-related questions on

ChatGPT every week. However, the

company stated that the new feature

is just “designed to support, not re-

place, medical care”.

OpenAI’s new ChatGPT

Health to securely connect medical

records and wellness apps

Mumbai, July 24 : Pharmaceu-

tical major Alkem Laboratories

Limited on Friday reported a

27.7 per cent decline in consoli-

dated net profit for the fourth

quarter of fiscal 2026 (Q4

FY26), impacted by a one-time

Alkem Labs' Q4 profit

falls 27.7 pc; declares Rs 10 dividend
loss during the quarter.  The

company posted a net profit of

Rs 236 crore for the quarter

ended March 2026, compared

to Rs 306 crore in the corre-

sponding quarter of the previ-

ous financial year (Q4 FY25).

Users to pay for premium Insta, WhatsApp, Facebook features as Meta launches ‘Plus’ plans
New Delhi, July 24 : Meta is

preparing a major shift in the

way people use its social me-

dia platforms by rolling out

new paid subscription plans

for Instagram, Facebook and

WhatsApp with exclusive pre-

mium features for users across

global markets, including In-

dia.  The company has intro-

duced “Plus” versions of its

apps, offering paying subscribers

access to advanced tools,

customisation options and en-

hanced visibility features that will

not be available to regular users.

The move marks Meta’s growing

focus on diversifying revenue

streams beyond advertising by en-

couraging users to pay monthly for

premium social media experi-

ences. Instagram Plus and

Facebook Plus have been priced

at $3.99 per month, roughly Rs

387, while WhatsApp Plus will

cost $2.99 per month, or around

Rs 290.

However, the company has not yet

announced official pricing for In-

dia. According to a report by

TechCrunch, Instagram Plus sub-

scribers will gain access to sev-

eral exclusive features, including

the ability to see how many

people rewatched their Stories

and create unlimited Story au-

dience lists beyond the exist-

ing Close Friends option.

The premium plan will also

allow users to secretly preview

Stories without appearing in

the viewer list, extend Stories

beyond the standard 24-hour

limit and spotlight one Story

every week for additional vis-

ibility.

Mumbai, July 24 : Mahindra

Group-owned SML Mahindra

Limited on Friday reported a 5.1

per cent year-on-year (YoY) de-

cline in its consolidated net profit

to Rs 64 crore for the first quar-

ter of FY27.

The company had posted a net

profit of Rs 67 crore in the cor-

responding quarter of the previ-

SML Mahindra's
Q1 profit falls 5 pc to Rs 64 crore

ous financial year (Q1 FY26), ac-

cording to its stock exchange fil-

ing. Revenue from operations rose

13.2 per cent year-on-year to Rs

957 crore in the April-June quar-

ter from Rs 846 crore a year ago,

it added in its filing.

However, operating performance

remained under pressure, with

earnings before interest, taxes.

India's foldable smartphone

shipments to cross 3 million units by 2026: Report
New Delhi, July 24 : India's foldable

smartphone market is expected to cross 3

million cumulative shipments by the end

of 2026, growing at a compound annual

growth rate (CAGR) of nearly 80 per cent

between 2019 and 2026, according to a

report released on Friday.

According to Counterpoint Research,

foldable smartphone ship-

ments are projected to grow

around 8 per cent year-on-

year in 2026, outperforming

the broader smartphone mar-

ket despite rising device

prices and weaker overall

demand.

New Delhi, July 24 :  The development of a

semiconductor unit in Morigaon, Assam,

spearheaded by Tata Semiconductor Assem-

bly and Test Pvt Ltd (TSAT) with an invest-

ment of Rs 27,000 crore is headed for comple-

tion in mid-2025, will be a game-changer for

India’s semiconductor ecosystem, the Minis-

try of Electronics & IT said on Friday.

Rs 27,000 crore Assam

semiconductor plant to be game-changer

in India’s chip ecosystem
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Modric signs

contract extention with AC Milan
Milan, July 24 : Luka Modric will continue

his playing career with AC Milan for an-

other year, as the Croatian veteran signed

a contract extension with the Rossoneri, the

Serie A club said.

Modric, who turns 41 in September, joined

AC Milan last year after 13 seasons with

Real Madrid. His original contract had

expired on June 30. He scored two goals in

37 appearances for Milan in a season when

they finished fifth in Serie A and only

reached the last-16 stage of the Coppa

Italia.

He had previously stated he would make a

decision on whether to stay at the club or

retire after the 2026 World Cup, where

Croatia lost to Portugal and exited in the

round of 32. "AC Milan is pleased to an-

nounce that Luka Modric has signed a con-

tract for a further season, until June 30,

2027," read a club statement. "A key fig-

ure in the Rossoneri midfield since his ar-

rival, Luka has brought his experience and

quality to the service of the team, both on

and off the pitch, with humility and great

passion. One of the finest and most iconic

players in world football.

Jurgen Klopp named

Germany head coach until 2030
Frankfurt, July 24 : Jurgen Klopp has been

named new head coach of the German

men's national football team, signing a

four-year contract on Friday. He will suc-

ceed Julian Nagelsmann, who resigned af-

ter Germany's elimination from the FIFA

World Cup against Paraguay, on August

15. The 59-year-old will lead the national

team to UEFA EURO 2028 and the FIFA

World Cup 2030. The German Football

Federation stated that "the supervisory

board and shareholders' meeting of DFB

GmbH &amp; Co. KG had unanimously

approved the proposal by DFB President

Bernd Neuendorf and First DFB Vice

President Hans-Joachim Watzke." "The

national team can unite us Germans like

almost nothing else. That's precisely what

makes this task so special for me. I'm grate-

ful for everything I've experienced and

learned at Red Bull over the past year and

a half.

Leaving RR was a huge

risk, discovered a new energy in

CSK, says Sanju Samson
New Delhi, July 24 : Leaving Rajasthan

Royals after 11 seasons was a ‘huge

risk,’ but India wicketkeeper-batter

Sanju Samson believes the move to

Chennai Super Kings allowed him to

discover "a new energy" and start com-

pletely fresh in his IPL career.

Samson spent 11 years with RR and

captained them for five seasons, before

moving to CSK through a high-profile

trade ahead of IPL 2026. “Leaving

Rajasthan Royals was a huge risk. Once

you convey your feelings to the fran-

chise, there is no going back. You could

end up in a team you don't want to go

to or even in the auction with no cer-

tainty. There were two reasons behind

this decision. “First, I was sure that

2025 would be my last season with RR.

I had long conversations with my fam-

ily and my wife. They kept asking me

if it was an impulsive decision or if I

was really sure.

My focus will be on ensuring
continuity, serving global chess family: Viswanathan Anand
New Delhi, July 24 : Five-time

world champion Viswanathan

Anand has confirmed that he has

assumed the responsibilities of

interim president of the Interna-

tional Chess Federation (FIDE)

on Friday, following the Euro-

pean Union’s sanctions against

current president Arkady

Dvorkovich and said "FIDE

work will continue," as his focus

will be on serving the global chess

family.

After Dvorkovich was named in

the EU’s 21st sanctions package,

he voluntarily suspended the ex-

ercise of his powers and duties as

FIDE President with immediate

effect and for as long as he re-

mains subject to sanctions under

the EU and Swiss laws and regu-

lations.

In accordance with article 19.2 of

the FIDE Charter, Viswanathan

Anand, deputy President of FIDE,

named interim president as long

as Dvorkovich is subject to the re-

strictive measures provided by the

Swiss and EU laws and regula-

tions in force.

"Following the decision by Presi-

dent Arkady Dvorkovich to sus-

pend the exercise of his duties, and

in accordance with the FIDE Char-

ter, I have assumed the responsi-

bilities of Interim President. I want

to thank Arkady for his leadership

and for putting the interests and

stability of FIDE first,"

"Together with the FIDE Council,
the administration and our mem-

ber federations, my focus will be
on ensuring continuity and serv-

ing the global chess family.

India U20 men's football team to play

two friendlies against Singapore next month in Bengaluru
Bengaluru, July 24 : As part of their

preparations for the AFC U20 Asian Cup

China 2027 Qualifiers, the Indian U20

men's team will play two friendly

matches against Singapore here at the

Centre for Sports Excellence, the AIFF

said on Friday. The two matches, sched-

uled to take place on August 3 and 6 will

take place behind closed doors. India and

Singapore have met twice before

in official U20 men's competi-

tions, with India winning both

encounters in the AFC Youth

Championship — a 4-1 victory

in 1966, followed by a penalty

shootout triumph in the quar-

ter-finals during their title-win-

ning campaign in 1974.

The two sides also

played a pair of U19

i n t e r n a t i o n a l

friendlies in Goa in

2017, with India win-

ning the first 7-2 be-

fore Singapore

claimed the second 1-

0. In the 2027 quali-

fiers, the Blue Colts, led by head coach

Mahesh Gawali, will face Syria (August

31), Uzbekistan (September 3), and

Bangladesh (September 6) in Tashkent.

Performing early on boosts

confidence for future games: Sooryavanshi
Harare, July 24  : Teenage batting

prodigy Vaibhav Sooryavanshi reflected

on his match-winning performance in

the opening T20I against Zimbabwe,

saying that making an impact early in

one's career plays a crucial role in boost-

ing confidence for upcoming assign-

ments. Sooryavanshi became the young-

est to score a fifty in international

cricket during the first game of the three-

match series. The opener scored 50 off

19 balls for his maiden T20I fifty, sur-

passing Nepal's Kushal Malla, who was

15 years and 340 days old when he made

an ODI half-century against the USA in

2020. Sachin Tendulkar, who was 16

years and 213 days old when he scored

59 against Pakistan on his Test debut

tour in Faisalabad in 1989, was the pre-

vious youngest Indian batter to score an

international fifty. Sooryavanshi's

record-breaking knock came in just his

fourth T20I, having become India's

youngest-ever men's international crick-

eter earlier this month at the age of 15

years and 99 days. "When it's the start-

ing phase of your career and you get these

kinds of innings early on and you perform

well it builds confidence for the upcom-

ing matches. And it felt like I was in my

zone and I just bagged my strength; that

was all.

I would dedicate this fifty to my family

and to my coaches and to everyone who

has supported me along my journey

through every good and bad phase," he

said in a video shared by BCCI. After

reaching his fifty, he seemed to make an

‘A’ sign with both his hands above his

head. Explaining his celebration, the teen-

ager clarified that the celebration was in

fact a tribute to his mother 'Aarti'. He also

made 'Thumbs up' sign which he said was  'I

did that celebration for my mum, and the

other one was based on a conversation with

Rinku Bahia and I had," he explained.

Anahat enters World Junior squash semifinal

Ontario, July 24 : Indian top

seed Anahat Singh continues her

impressive campaign at the

2026 World Junior Individual

Championships, earning a well-

deserved place in the semi-finals

after beating Egyp-

tian Habiba Rizk.

Women’s world

No. 20 Anahat de-

feated Habiba 11-

7, 11-5, 6-11, 11-9

in the quarter fi-

nals. She became

the first Indian to

reach back-to-back

semi-finals in the

World Juniors.
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