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Dharmendra Pradhan resigns as
Education Minister amid Jantar Mantar protests
New Delhi, July 25 :

Dharmendra Pradhan on Satur-

day tendered his resignation as

the Union Education Minister

amid the paper leak protests

across the nation.  Submitting his

resignation, Pradhan reaffirmed

his commitment to youth and

education while thanking Prime

Minister Narendra Modi for sup-

port, framing it as a response to

protect exam integrity and students' fu-

ture. This comes amid the nationwide pro-

tests demanding strict action against the

paper leaks and exam irregularities, and

Education Minister Pradhan's resignation

citing accountability.   In his letter,

Pradhan said, "For over four decades, I

have dedicated myself to the cause of stu-

dents, teachers, and educational reform.

I have always believed that a robust, in-

clusive, and visionary education system.

CJP calls off protest as Centre agrees to

demands following Dharmendra Pradhan's resignation
New Delhi, July 25 : The Cockroach Janata Party

(CJP) on Saturday called off its protest at Delhi's

Jantar Mantar after the Centre accepted its key de-

mands following Union Education Minister

Dharmendra Pradhan's resignation.

The decision was announced at a joint press confer-

ence in New Delhi following the third round of talks

between Union Health Minister JP Nadda, Union

Minister Jitendra Singh, and CJP representatives

Saurav Das and Ashutosh Ranka, during which the

Centre agreed to the protesters' key demands.

Addressing the media, Nadda said the government

had agreed to withdraw all police cases filed against

protesting students, provide written confirmation of

the FIR withdrawals, and ensure the highest possible

compensation for families of students who died in

incidents linked to the alleged paper leak controversy.

'Let's get rid of this regime',
says Rahul Gandhi after Pradhan's resignation
New Delhi, July 25 : Leader

of the Opposition Rahul

Gandhi on Saturday hailed the

resignation of Union Education

Minister Dharmendra Pradhan,

describing it as a victory for stu-

dents agitating over alleged ir-

regularities in competitive exami-

nations, including the NEET paper

leak controversy.  Congratulating

students for what he termed a suc-

cessful democratic movement,

Gandhi said Pradhan’s resignation marked an im-

portant step towards reforming India’s education

system. “Dharmendra Pradhan's resignation is a

huge step towards reshaping our education system.

Well done to students across the country; we are

proud of all of you,” Gandhi said in a post on X.

Guntakal Ballari 3rd 4th
Railway Lines Approved : CM
Chandrababu Thanks  to PM Modi
Amaravati, July 25: Chief

Minister Chandrababu Naidu

expressed happiness over the

Union Cabinet’s approval for

the construction of the 3rd and

4th railway lines between

Guntakal and Bellary. Respond-

ing on social media, he ex-

pressed his heartfelt gratitude to

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

and Union Minister Ashwini

Vaishnav. He said that this

project will further strengthen

the East-West Railway Corri-

dor. He said that it will improve

connectivity between

Rayalaseema, North Karnataka

and Goa. He said that railway con-

gestion will be reduced.. and it

will speed up the transport of pas-

sengers and goods. The CM re-

vealed that about Rs. 600 crore

will be spent in AP of this project,

which will be undertaken at a cost

of Rs. 1264 crore. He said that this

project will increase industrial

growth.. and improve connectiv-

ity to Krishnapatnam and the up-

coming Ramayapatnam port. He

said that new economic opportu-

nities will be created and

lakhs of people across Andhra

Pradesh and Karnataka will

benefit. CM Chandrababu ex-

pressed gratitude for the con-

tinuous support provided by

the Central Government to

build world-class infrastruc-

ture and accelerate the devel-

opment of Andhra Pradesh.

Ponguleti launches Indiramma

Housing  helpline for CURE area applicants
Hyderabad, July 25  : To en-

sure that the public receives ac-

curate information and to elimi-

nate confusion or misconcep-

tions regarding the Indiramma

Housing programme in the

Core Urban Region (CURE),

Minister for Revenue, Housing,

Information and Public Relations

Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy

launched a dedicated call centre

helpline at the Telangana Housing

Board office in Hyderabad on Sat-

urday.

The helpline will provide com-

plete information on the applica-

tion process, eligibility crite-

ria, required documents, pay-

ments and allotment proce-

dure. Speaking on the occa-

sion, the Minister advised the

people not to rely on middle-

men and instead contact the

official helpline at 040-

24603572 between 9 a.m. and

6 p.m. for authentic informa-

tion. He said assistance would

be available in Telugu, Hindi,

English and Urdu, adding that

the government had estab-

lished the special support sys-

tem to ensure applicants re-

ceive accurate guidance. The

Minister said the government

aims to construct one lakh

houses in the CURE area. In

the first phase, work has com-

menced on 7,680 houses

across 16 Assembly constitu-

encies. He clarified that the

scheme is being implemented

on a constituency basis.

Centre Govt gives green signal

for release Of Kharif Crop Insurance

arrears : Minister Atchannaidu
Minister Atchannaidu’s talks with

Union Agriculture Minister

Shivraj Singh Chouhan have

yielded results....

Record over 1.7 bn people watched FIFA

WC related videos on YouTube: Sundar Pichai
Google CEO Sundar Pichai said

on Saturday that YouTube drew

over 1.7 billion unique global

viewers to watch World Cup-re-

lated videos and lifted lifetime

views of related...

Shreyas Iyer and Co visit

Indian Ambassador to Zimbabwe

ahead of second T20I
Shreyas Iyer-led India were

hosted by the Ambassador of In-

dia to Zimbabwe, H.E. Bramha

Kumar, at India House...
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Kurnool, July 25 : On the oc-

casion of World IVF Day,

Ferti9, known as the leading

fertility care network in Andhra

Pradesh, received special rec-

ognition at the international

level this year. As part of this,

the Ferti9 clinical team pre-

sented their research papers at

world-renowned conferences

Fertility9 Kurnool Fertility
Center, a source of  pride for Andhra
Pradesh on the international stage

and further enhanced the prestige

of the organization. This year,

Ferti9 medical experts presented

4 research papers, one oral presen-

tation at ESHRE 2026, 4 research

papers at the international confer-

ence held in Tokyo, Japan, as well

as 11 research papers at the AS-

PIRE Conference. Based on the

results of IUI treatments con-

ducted over the past five years, this

research analyzed the impact of

factors such as the increasing age

of marriage in women, working

lifestyle, and night shifts, as well

as the decline in sperm quality and increased

DNA fragmentation in men, on fertility. Ferti9

stated that the total fertility rate (TFR) in India

has been gradually declining, with it reaching

1.8 in Telangana and 1.7 in Andhra Pradesh.

Every drop of  water should be
utilized properly : Minister Nimmala’s advice to officials

Amaravati, July 25 : Minister

Nimmala Ramanaidu has ordered

that irrigation and revenue officials

should work in coordination to pro-

tect the interests of farmers. On Sat-

urday, the minister held a telecon-

ference with the irrigation CEs and

SEs of Godavari and Krishna del-

tas. On this occasion, Nimmala said

that Sileru waters are being used for

the Kharif needs of Godavari delta

like never before. He suggested that

the water coming through the

Pushkara canal and Yeleru system

should be used only for drinking

water needs and for wet crops.

The minister said that drinking

water is to be provided to about 55

lakh people in East Godavari, Kakinada and

Visakhapatnam districts through the Pushkara

canal and Yeleru system. He said that

Chandrababu has instructed farmers to take all

precautionary measures to continue their culti-

vation in the Godavari delta. He said that farm-

ers in the delta should give priority to aruthu

crops. He advised them to use the available

water economically and scientifically and make

the most of every drop of water.

The Minister ordered that there should be no

obstructions in the flow of water in the main

canals of Godavari Central, Eastern and West-

ern deltas. He said that O&M works should be

continued till the completion of the Kharif crop.

He wanted to provide irrigation water to the

farmers with the cooperation of the farmers and

irrigation associations.

Centre Govt gives green signal for release

Of Kharif Crop Insurance arrears : Minister Atchannaidu
Amaravati, July 25 : Minister Atchannaidu’s talks

with Union Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh

Chouhan have yielded results. The path has been

paved for the release of pending arrears of 2024

Kharif crop insurance. The Center has given the green

signal for the release of pending arrears of 2024 Kharif

crop insurance, which were pending during the previ-

ous government’s tenure. The pending insurance money

will be deposited in the accounts of the farmers. The

central and state governments have taken steps in coor-

dination with the aim of farm-

ers’ welfare and development of

the agricultural sector. Minis-

ter Atchannaidu said that the

coalition government has

solved the problems that had ac-

cumulated in the agriculture

department.

Governor assures action

on teachers'

pending issues: MLC Komaraiah
Hyderabad, July 25  : Teacher MLC

Malka Komaraiah on Saturday met

Telangana Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla

at Lok Bhavan and submitted a memoran-

dum highlighting key issues affecting the

teachers, employees and the education

sector.  The MLC, in his memorandum,

urged for immediate clearance of pending

E-Kubera bills.

Students' power defeated

arrogance of authority :  Minister Vivek
Hyderabad, July 25  : Telangana Labour and

Mines Minister G. Vivek Venkataswamy has

described Union Education Minister

Dharmendra Pradhan's resignation as a victory

for students and democracy.

Congratulating the youth, Vivek Venkataswamy

said the resignation demonstrated that no gov-

ernment could withstand the collective strength

of students. He termed it the first political ver-

dict delivered by the country's youth against the

BJP government's handling of education-related

issues. “If the power of students is underesti-

mated, no matter how big the power is, it will

collapse.



03 THE INDIAN MAIL
www.theindianmail.inNATIONAL NEWS

26 JULY 2026

SUNDAY, VIJAYAWADA

Community Contact
Program Aimed at Maintaining Law and Order

g Strict action to be taken

against those involved in anti-

social activities

g Inform the police if suspi-

cious individuals are spotted

60 two-wheelers lacking

proper documents and 3 liters

of liquor seized

gSircilla DSP K.

Nagendrachari speaks at the

Rajiv Nagar Community Con-

tact Program

Rajanna Sircilla, July 25:

DSP Nagendrachari stated

that the Community Contact

Program is being conducted

with the aim of ensuring pub-

lic safety, instilling a sense of

security among the people,

and curbing anti-social activi-

ties. A Community Contact

Program was held on Satur-

day at Rajiv Nagar in Sircilla

town under the supervision of

Sircilla DSP, with the primary

objective of maintaining law

and order in the district. Dur-

ing the program, 60 two-

wheelers lacking proper

documents and number plates

were seized; the owners were

advised to submit the neces-

sary documents to reclaim

their vehicles. A case was reg-

istered against Kokkula

Anjaneyulu for operating an un-

authorized liquor outlet (‘belt

shop’), and three liters of liquor

were confiscated. As part of crime

control measures, the police

checked suspicious individuals

and inquired about their current

movements and status. Details re-

garding their employment and

place of residence were collected,

and they were advised to refrain

from engaging in any unlawful

activities.

 He stated that this initiative

would also help identify newcom-

ers or potential criminals seeking

shelter in the area.

He advised residents to install

CCTV cameras in their colonies

for self-protection, assuring them

of full cooperation from the po-

lice department in this regard. He

emphasized the crucial role CCTV

cameras play in ensuring security

and controlling crime. He urged

the public to immediately inform

the police if they notice any sus-

picious individuals roaming in

their colonies. He advised the

youth to stay away from anti-so-

cial activities and encouraged par-

ents to motivate their children to

focus on their studies. He asked

people to report any information

regarding the illegal transport,

storage, or supply of ganja (can-

nabis) to the police, assuring them

that the identity of informants

would be kept confidential. The

DSP warned that strict legal ac-

tion would be taken against any-

one engaging in unlawful activi-

ties or disturbing public order.

Hyderabad, July 25: Agriculture

Minister Tummala Nageswara Rao

held a meeting with micro irriga-

tion companies at the Telangana

Secretariat. Tummala called on mi-

cro irrigation companies to stand by

farmers during El-Nino. On this oc-

casion, he said that drip and sprin-

kler irrigation are the solution to the

challenges of El-Nino. The minis-

Minister Tummala meets with

Micro Irrigation companies and  calls to stand by farmers

ter advised the companies to expe-

dite the establishment of drip sys-

tems.

Hyderabad, July 25 : Minister Seethakka

held a review on Mission Bhagiratha at

the State Secretariat on Saturday. She said

that a 100-day action plan is ready to pre-

vent drinking water problems. She  issued

orders to the officials to continuously

monitor the water reserves of Singur and

Paleru. She suggested that the water lev-

els of reservoirs should be reviewed daily.

She ordered that an action plan be pre-

pared to utilize local water resources. She

said that the work of recharging pits and

rainwater harvesting at borewells should

be expedited. The minister suggested that

information on water supply should be

provided through village-wise WhatsApp

groups. He said that water management

should be carried out in coordination with

women’s groups, sarpanches and ward

members. The minister made it clear that

people should not face drinking water

problems under any circumstances.

The minister said that there are El Nino

conditions across the country and that its

impact is also on Telangana. She  advised

the Mission Bhagiratha officials to act

vigilantly and  a review will be conducted

once every 15 days to prevent drinking

water problems. The minister ordered that

if drinking water problems arise in vil-

lages anywhere, fresh water should be

supplied with funds from the Finance

Commission.

100-day action plan

prepared to solve drinking water

problem: Minister Seethakka
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I
ndia has emerged as the global leader with the

largest electrified railway network in the world.

With 99.6 per cent electrification of the country’s

broad gauge track network, India is second only to

Switzerland which has 100 per cent railway electrifi-

cation, but the network is much smaller, Union Rail-

way Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw informed the Lok

Sabha on Wednesday.  India’s railway network elec-

trification is ahead of China (82 per cent), Spain 67

(per cent), Japan (64 per cent), France (60 per cent)

the United Kingdom (39 per cent).

Indian Railways (IR) has undertaken one of the fast-

est railway electrification programmes in the world.

While many countries prioritise electrifying only their

busiest passenger and freight corridors, India has

chosen to electrify its entire broad gauge network,

the minister said in a written reply to a question in

the Lower House.

Electrification of the track network on Indian Rail-

ways has been taken up in mission mode with a mas-

sive 48,072 route km being electrified between 2014-

2026. This represents a sharp acceleration compared

to the 21,801 route km that was electrified in the 60

years before this period, the minister stated.

Further, electrification of railway tracks reduces de-

pendency on fossil fuels, decreased diesel consump-

tion resulting in lower carbon emission. Electrifica-

tion enables better haulage capacity and higher train

speeds, leading to reduced travel time and enhanced

efficiency.

Reduction in IR’s diesel consumption for traction

purpose by 185 crore litres with about 108 crore litres

consumption in 2024-25 as compared to 293 crore

litres in 2015-16. This has resulted in saving of pre-

cious foreign exchange, which would have otherwise

been needed for import of fuel which has been saved

due to electrification.

India’s diesel consumption for railway traction has

also fallen sharply from 293 crore litres in 2015-16

to 108 crore litres in 2024-25, resulting in a saving of

precious foreign exchange and a reduction in carbon

emissions. Over 1,260 MW of solar and wind power

capacity has also been commissioned to support low-

carbon operations on Indian Railways. The expan-

sion of the railway network promotes cleaner mobil-

ity, as rail transport emits about 89 per cent less car-

bon di-oxide than road transport, the minister further

stated.

Electrified railways are well suited for integrating

solar, wind and other renewable energy into traction

power systems, making them most effective trans-

port systems for utilizing renewable electricity. In-

dian Railways is committed to sustainable operations

through near total Railway Electrification combined

with use of renewable energy sources, based on stra-

tegic power procurement planning, thus contributing

to carbon footprint reduction, the minister added.

India becomes global leader with largest

electrified railway network : Ashwini Vaishnaw

Washington, July 25 : The

Trump administration asked

Congress for $11.1 billion in ag-

ricultural assistance, warning

that rising production costs, fall-

ing farm income and natural di-

sasters were placing severe pres-

sure on American farmers.

The request includes $10 billion

in temporary economic assis-

tance for row-crop and special-

ity-crop producers in 2026. An-

other $1.1 billion would help

farmers recover from cata-

strophic freezes during the pre-

vious winter.

Agriculture Secretary Brooke

Rollins presented the proposal

before the Senate Appropriations

Committee as part of President

Trump administration
seeks $11.1 billion farm lifeline

Donald Trump’s broader $87.6

billion supplemental funding re-

quest. “This supplemental is so

important. It provides a bridge and

extends a hand to Americans who

need it,” Rollins said.

She said producers continued to

face financial pressure while the

administration pursued trade

agreements, expanded biofuel

markets and sought to move

fertiliser and other agricultural

production back to the United

States.

Between 2020 and 2025, seed

costs rose 19 per cent, crop pro-

tection expenses increased 30 per

cent and fertiliser costs climbed

more than 50 per cent, Rollins

said. Fuel and oil costs increased

nearly 33 per cent, electricity rose

36 per cent and repair and main-

tenance expenses climbed 27 per

cent. Farm income fell by more

than $90 billion between 2023 and

2024, one of the largest annual

declines on record, she said. The

US agricultural trade deficit

reached $50 billion.

Republican Senator Mike Rounds

said farmers were producing crops

at a loss. He put the projected 2026

loss per acre at $131 for corn,

$342 for cotton, $114 for wheat

and $80 for soybeans. “Farmers

and ranchers are facing production

costs that exceed market returns,”

Rounds said. Senate Appropria-

tions Committee Chair Susan

Collins said the United States had

lost 200,000 farms during the past

decade.

US ‘extraordinarily negligent’ on

China, says former National Security Adviser
Washington, July 25 : The

United States was “extraordi-

narily negligent” as China ex-

panded its military, intelli-

gence and technological ca-

pabilities over the past 25

years, former White House

national security adviser H.R.

McMaster told Congress.

Testifying before the House

Intelligence Committee,

McMaster said Washington’s

understandable focus on

counterterrorism after the

September 11 attacks al-

lowed its counterintelligence

posture to fall behind.

“The counterintelligence

threat has lagged way be-

hind,” McMaster said during

a hearing marking 25 years

since the attacks.

McMaster said the gap

emerged as China and Rus-

sia grew more assertive and

an alliance of hostile states

began taking shape. China

entered the World Trade Or-

ganization, gained enormous

economic benefits and used

its profits to expand its military

and intelligence capabilities, he

said.

China’s military had grown 46-

fold since 2001, McMaster said.

Beijing also invested heavily in

the Ministry of State Security and

the Chinese Communist Party’s

United Front activities.

At the same time, he said, the US

opened its economy to China and

allowed scientists affiliated with

the People’s Liberation Army and

others to gain access to American

intellectual property and exper-

tise. That knowledge was used to

secure commercial and military

advantages, he said. McMaster

also criticised investments by

US banks and private equity

firms in Chinese companies

developing military technol-

ogy.

“So we were not only so far

behind, I think we were ex-

traordinarily negligent in this

period of time,” he said. “And

I think we’re racing to catch

up and we have a lot of work

to do.” Seth Jones, another na-

tional security expert who tes-

tified before the committee,

said agencies created after 9/

11 to improve information

sharing were not adequately

prepared to confront hostile

governments operating inside

the United States. Jones

pointed to the National

Counterterrorism Center, the

Office of the Director of Na-

tional Intelligence, Joint Ter-

rorism Task Forces and state

fusion centres. He said most

were not sufficiently equipped

to address threats from state

actors.

New Delhi, July 25 : India has

reaffirmed support for balanced,

rules-based, development-ori-

ented and transparent World

Trade Organisation (WTO) re-

forms that preserve and stren

gthen the multilateral trading

system.  During India’s 8th Trade

Policy Review (TPR) at the

WTO in Geneva, Commerce

Secretary Rajesh Agarwal high-

lighted strong economic perfor-

mance, with the country recording

an average annual growth of nearly

8 per cent during the review pe-

riod despite an exceptionally chal-

lenging global environment.  Com-

merce Secretary stated that India's

exports reached a record $863.1

billion in 2025-26 and emphasised

that India is undertaking the unprec-

edented task of advancing the pros-

perity of nearly one-fifth of human-

ity amid global uncertainty, tech-

nological disruption.

Commerce Secretary highlights

resilient economy, record

exports at WTO Trade Policy Review

Washington, July 25: President

Donald Trump said on Saturday

that Lebanon could eventually

become part of the Abraham Ac-

cords, signalling his

administration's ambition to ex-

pand the US-backed

normalisation agreements de-

spite decades of hostility be-

tween Lebanon and Israel.

Trump sees
Lebanon in Abraham Accords

Responding to a question about

Lebanon's laws prohibiting con-

tact with Israel, Trump said he in-

tended to raise the issue with

Lebanese President Joseph Aoun.

"I will," Trump said.

"The Abraham Accords have

been, I think, a tremendous suc-

cess."

"I think you're going to see a lot

of countries joining pretty soon."

Trump added that the agreements

had proved resilient despite recent

regional conflicts. "They are so

successful for them, economically

successful," he said. "Nobody left,
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even during this time of conflict."

"I think Lebanon has a very im-

portant place."

Aoun, while not directly address-

ing the Abraham Accords,

emphasised that the recently

signed framework agreement with

Israel sought "the ultimate objec-

tive of ending the state of hostil-

ity between Lebanon and Israel

forever." He described the agree-

ment as "a historic achievement"

and said both leaders shared a

common vision for regional sta-

bility.

Top military officers of South Korea,
Australia vow to expand military exchanges, cooperation
Seoul, July 25 : The top mili-

tary officers of South Korea and

Australia held talks over the

phone Saturday to discuss the

security environment of the

Indo-Pacific region and agreed

to expand military cooperation,

South Korea's Joint Chiefs of

Staff (JCS) said. JCS Chairman

General Jin Yong-sung held his

first phone call with Admiral

Mark Hammond, during which

the two sides shared their as-

sessment of the regional secu-

rity environment, including

North Korea's nuclear and mis-

sile threats, Yonhap News

Agency reported. Jin thanked

Australia for its continued contri-

butions to ensuring peace and sta-

bility on the Korean Peninsula and

in the Indo-Pacific region as a par-

ticipating nation in the 1950-53

Korean War and a core security

partner for South Korea. In re-

sponse, Hammond pledged to fur-

ther strengthen trust between their

militaries and expand future-ori-

ented military exchanges and co-

operation. The two officers also

agreed to further expand military

exchanges and cooperation in ef-

fectively countering the changing

security environment, including

through joint exercises and per-

sonnel exchanges. On April 30,

top diplomats of South Korea and Australia held talks and

agreed to enhance cooperation to ensure stable supplies of

diesel and other energy resources amid global supply dis-

ruptions caused by the ongoing crisis in the Middle East.

South Korea's Foreign Minister Cho Hyun and his Austra-

lian counterpart, Penny Wong, adopted a joint statement dur-

ing their meeting in Seoul, covering high-level exchanges,

economic security, defence cooperation and regional secu-

rity issues. "The ROK and Australia share deep concern over

the situation in the Middle East and its consequences for our

region, including impacts on energy, resources and other

important commodities," the governments said in a joint state-

ment. The ROK is the acronym of South Korea's official

name, the Republic of Korea. The two sides reaffirmed their

commitment "to working together to strengthen energy re-

source security, including efforts to maintain a stable, se-

cure and reliable supply of diesel and other liquid fuels, en-

ergy resource commodities, including liquefied natural gas

(LNG) and condensate." They also prom-

ised to "notify and consult each other on any

potential disruptions as far as practicable,"

the statement read. The two sides also

vowed to deepen regional cooperation, ac-

celerate energy transition, address unjusti-

fied import and export restric-

tions, and support open trade

arrangements for energy re-

sources and liquid fuels so as

to strengthen energy supply

chain resilience.



Singapore, July 25 :  Defence

Secretary Rajesh Kumar

Singh held a meeting with

Chair of the North Atlantic

Treaty Organization (NATO)

Military Committee Admiral

Giuseppe Cavo Dragone on

the sidelines of Shangri-La

Dialogue in Singapore on Sat-

urday.

During the meeting, the dis-

cussions focused on enhanc-

ing strategic dialogue and

Brussels, July 25 :  Hungar-

ian Prime Minister Peter

Magyar announced on Sat-

urday that Hungary had

reached a political agree-

ment with the European

Union on the release of 16.4

billion euros (19.1 billion

US dollars) in previously

frozen European Union (EU)

funds.

The agreement was reached

following talks with Euro-

pean Commission President

Ursula von der Leyen in

Brussels and would unlock

approximately 6,000 billion

forints in EU resources,

equivalent to about 13 per-

cent of Hungary's gross do-

mestic product, Magyar said.

The package consists of 10

India, NATO discuss evolving global security

challenges on sidelines of Shangri-La Dialogue
evolving global security chal-

lenges. In a statement shared on

X, Directorate of Public Relations,

Ministry of Defence, stated, "De-

fence Secretary Shri Rajesh

Kumar Singh interacted with

Chair of the NATO Military Com-

mittee Admiral Giuseppe Cavo

Dragone on the sidelines of

SLD26. Discussions focused on

enhancing strategic dialogue and

exchanging perspectives on evolv-

ing global security challenges.

The interaction reaffirmed

India’s commitment to con-

structive engagement with

key multilateral defence

organisations."

The Shangri-La Dialogue be-

ing held in Singapore features

plenary debates led by gov-

ernment ministers.

Hungary secures release of 16.4 billion

euros in EU funds after agreement with Brussels

billion euros that can be unlocked

under Hungary's revised Recovery

and Resilience Plan, subject to the

implementation of agreed reforms

and investments, as well as 4.2

billion euros in cohesion funds

released after progress on gover-

nance-related conditions and a

further 2.2 billion euros linked

to reforms in higher education

and academic freedom, ac-

cording to von der Leyen,

Xinhua News Agency re-

ported.India, Cyprus discuss

strengthening

bilateral maritime cooperation
Nicosia, July 25 : India’s High

Commissioner to Cyprus

Manish met Marina

Hadjimanoli, Shipping Deputy

Minister of Cyprus, on Satur-

day and held discussions fo-

cused on strengthening bilateral

maritime cooperation.

"High Commissioner Mr

Manish met Ms Marina

Hadjimanoli, Shipping Deputy

Minister of Cyprus. The discus-

sions focused on: strengthening

bilateral maritime cooperation,

building on the existing Bilat-

eral Agreement on Merchant

Shipping, expanding engage-

ment in shipping and the wider

maritime sector, carrying for-

ward the positive momentum in

India-Cyprus relations," the

High Commission of India in

Cyprus wrote on X. Both sides

reaffirmed their shared com-

mitment to deepening coopera-

tion in this important sector.

Zambia launches project to
restore degraded ecosystem
Lusaka, July 25 :  Zambia on

Saturday launched a project to

restore ecosystems and im-

prove people's livelihoods.

The Kafue Flats Wildlife,

Habitat, Health and Liveli-

hood Project, launched in

southern Zambia's Southern

Province, will be implemented

in partnership with World

Wildlife Fund (WWF) Zam-

bia and the International

Crane Foundation, and seeks

to restore degraded ecosys-

tems, protect wildlife,

strengthen climate resilience,

and promote sustainable natu-

ral resource management.

Douty Chibamba, permanent

secretary in the Ministry of

Green Economy and Environ-

ment, said the project dem-

onstrates the government's

commitment to safeguarding

the country's natural re-

sources while improving the

welfare of local communi-

ties, Xinhua news agency re-

ported.

Chibamba noted that the

project will enhance

biodiversity conservation,

support livelihood diversifi-

cation, and strengthen com-

munity participation in envi-

ronmental stewardship.

While acknowledging the

importance of the ecosystem

in supporting various sectors

of the economy, such as ag-

riculture, sugar production,

cattle rearing.

Addis Ababa, July 25 : The

Africa Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention (Africa

CDC) called on the US to re-

assess its Level 3 travel advi-

sory for Rwanda issued in re-

sponse to the Marburg virus

disease outbreak in the coun-

try.

The Africa CDC, in a statement

released Saturday, said it has

formally urged the United

States Department of Health

and Human Services (HHS)

and the US Centres for Disease

Control and Prevention (CDC)

to reassess and lift the travel

advisory issued on October 7,

which cautioned its citizens to

"reconsider travel" to Rwanda,

Xinhua news agency reported.

Africa CDC urges
US to reassess travel advisory on Rwanda

According to the statement, Jean

Kaseya, director-general of the

Africa CDC, addressed the mat-

ter in a letter to US officials, high-

lighting Rwanda's progress in

managing and containing the out-

break. "Recent evaluations by Af-

rica CDC and the World Health

Organization (WHO) acknowl-

edge Rwanda's progress. They

confirm that the risk of further

Marburg virus disease transmis-

sion is low, with no reported cases

outside Rwanda or in the United

States," the Africa CDC said.

It noted the travel advisory has had

a substantial impact on Rwanda's

tourism and business sectors, both

of which are critical to its

economy. "Africa CDC has urged

the HHS and CDC to assess the

situation on the ground, in

collaboration with interna-

tional health agencies, and

update the travel advisory to

reflect the current epidemio-

logical context," it said,

emphasising that revising the

advisory would recognize

Rwanda's public health

achievements while support-

ing its economic recovery.

As of Sunday, it had been 18

days since Rwanda reported

its last case of Marburg virus

disease, according to Africa

CDC data. All previously in-

fected patients have been suc-

cessfully discharged, with ro-

bust monitoring and commu-

nity follow-up systems in

place.

Russian drone attack on

Romania threatens Europe's security: Italy
Rome, July 25 :  The overnight Russian

drone strike on a residential building in

Romania's eastern city of Galati is a

threat to European security, Italy's Prime

Minister Giorgia Meloni stated on Sat-

urday, deploring the "extremely serious

act".  "Last night, a Russian drone struck

a civilian building in Romania, injuring

two citizens on the territory of an allied

country and a member of the European

Union," read Meloni's statement.

"This is an extremely serious act, which

demonstrates that this war of aggression

spares no one, continuing to brutally tar-

get innocent civilians, disregarding all

boundaries, and jeopardising European se-

curity," the statement continued,

Adnkronos news agency reported.

"My deepest sympathy and solidarity go

out to those affected, to the government,

and to the entire Romanian people," the

statement added. The drone strike on the

apartment building in Galati has drawn

condemnation from top European officials,

and Romania has asked NATO to acceler-

ate the transfer of anti-drone capabilities.

UN issues child safety

guidelines for online platforms
Geneva, July 25 :  UN High Commis-

sioner for Human Rights Volker Turk on

Saturday called for more robust mea-

sures by both states and tech companies

to make online platforms safer for chil-

dren, and insisted on effective regula-

tion, oversight, and accountability.

“The digital world that connects children

to learning, community and creativity

also exposes them to real risks to their

safety, privacy and wellbeing,” Turk said

in a statement. He added that online

harms to children’s safety, privacy, and

well-being are not innate or inevitable,

but result from design choices.

Indian mission in Toronto working on

transporting mortal remains of killed student

Ottawa, July 25 :  The Indian Consulate in

Toronto on Saturday expressed its condolences

at the passing of Vidhi Megha, an Indian stu-

dent who was killed in the Niagara region on

May 15, expressing its full support and assis-

tance to the deceased's family.

“The Consulate is deeply saddened to learn

about the death of an Indian international stu-

dent, Vidhi Megha, in St Catherine, Niagara.

We convey our deepest condolences to the be-

reaved family and solidarity on this tragic loss,”

the Consulate wrote on X.
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Iran obtains concessions through

missiles, not dialogue: Tehran's top negotiator
Tehran, July 25 :  Iran obtains concessions

with missiles not through dialogue, Iranian Par-

liament Speaker Mohammad Baqer Ghalibaf

said on Saturday.

"We obtain concessions not through dialogue,

but with missiles; in negotiations, we merely

make them understandable," Ghalibaf wrote on

X. Ghalibaf, Tehran's top negotiator in ongo-

ing peace talks with Washington, noted that

Iran has no trust in the other guarantees or

words; only actions are the measure. While

outlining Iran's approach to the ongoing nego-

tiations with the United States aimed at end-

ing the war, he said that no action will be taken

before the other side acts.

He emphasised that “the winner of any agree-

ment is the one who is better prepared for war

from the day after.” Meanwhile, the Trump ad-

ministration claimed that its campaign of mili-

tary and economic pressure has succeeded in

bringing Iran to the negotiating table on its

nuclear programme, with Treasury Secretary

Scott Bessent arguing that Tehran is now dis-

cussing issues that previous US administrations

could not get it to address. Bessent told report-

ers at a White House news conference that re-

cent developments marked a significant shift

in Iran's position and suggested that

Washington's strategy was producing results.



Agartala, July 25 : Maintaining

centuries-old traditions, elabo-

rate rituals and colourful ceremo-

nies, the historic ‘Kharchi Puja’

commenced on Saturday at

'Puran Habeli' -- the former capi-

tal of the erstwhile princely state

of Tripura, now known as

Khayerpur, about 8 kms north of

Agartala.  Tripura Chief Minis-

ter Manik Saha, accompanied by

other dignitaries, inaugurated the

seven-day-long fair and ‘Kharchi

Puja’, during which 14 deities

are worshipped simultaneously

in one of the state’s most revered

and unique religious festivals.

Lakhs of devotees and tourists

from different parts of the coun-

try are expected to participate in

the week-long fair and the cen-

turies-old festival, which began

amid traditional rituals, religious

fervour and cultural festivities.

The annual Kharchi Puja and the

accompanying fair are tradition-

ally believed to symbolise the

cleansing of the sins of mortal

souls. Kharchi Puja and Mela

Nagpur, July 25 :  BJP Mi-

nority Morcha National

President Jamal Siddiqui has

allegedly received death

threats and extortion de-

mands through WhatsApp

messages, prompting him to

file a complaint with the

Nagpur Police.  The threat-

ening messages were sent

from mobile number

8899162823 between May

25 and May 27, following

which Siddiqui approached

the police. According to the

FIR, the unidentified accused

demanded an amount rang-

ing from Rs 50 lakh to Rs 1

crore through UPI and bank

transfer. The sender allegedly

threatened to harm Siddiqui

and his family members if the

money was not paid. The

BJP Minority Morcha chief Jamal Siddiqui

receives death threats, Rs 1cr extortion demand
messages also contained refer-

ences to bomb blasts and targeted

killings of senior Congress lead-

ers, claiming that the attacks

would be carried out because

those leaders had “disrespected”

the sender. The accused named

several senior Congress leaders,

including Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka

Gandhi Vadra, Sachin Pilot,

Mallikarjun Kharge and Uday

Bhanu Chib, in the threatening

messages. Siddiqui has submitted

multiple WhatsApp screenshots,

chat logs and other digital evi-

dence to the police.

Nagpur Police have registered a

case against the unidentified ac-

cused under Sections 308(5),

351(2), and 351(3) of the

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)

for criminal intimidation and ex-

tortion, along with Section 66(d)

of the Information Technol-

ogy Act. A probe is underway

to trace the origin of the mo-

bile number and identify the

sender through call record

analysis, IP address tracking

and cyber forensic examina-

tion. Senior police officials

said teams have been assigned

to investigate the matter on

priority. “We are treating this

seriously as it involves threats

to a prominent political leader

and mentions of possible vio-

lence. Technical teams are

working to identify the cul-

prit,” a police officer said.

Centuries-old 'Kharchi Puja' begins

in Tripura with green theme 'Ek Ped, Maa Ke Naam'
Committee Chairman Ratan

Chakraborty, who is also a

former Minister, said that lakhs

of devotees and tourists from

across the country participate in

the unique festival and its associ-

ated rituals every year.

Chakraborty, a former Speaker of

the Tripura Assembly, expressed

hope that if the weather remains

favourable, this year's turnout

would surpass that of the previ-

ous year. He said that with the

objective of building a greener

Tripura, this year’s Kharchi Fes-

tival has adopted the theme “Ek

Ped, Maa Ke Naam” (A Tree in

Mother’s Name). As part of the

initiative, saplings of various spe-

cies would be distributed free of

cost to visitors attending the

seven-day Kharchi Fair through

a government initiative. The

MLA, however, said that owing

to the prevailing situation in

neighbouring Bangladesh, the

number of visitors from across

the border is likely to be lower

than in previous years.

Jaipur, July 25 :  Nine work-

ers of the Rashtriya

Loktantrik Party (RLP) were

detained by police on Satur-

day for staging a black-flag

protest during BJP state Presi-

dent Madan Rathore’s visit to

Kuchaman City in Rajasthan’s

Nagaur district.

The protest led to a tense situ-

ation, following which police

intervened and detained nine

workers. Meanwhile, RLP

convenor and Nagaur MP

Hanuman Beniwal said: “Our

fight against dictatorship will

continue. It is everyone’s right

to democratically protest, and

the government cannot silence

our voice through the might of

lathis.” “I have spoken to the

senior officials of the

Rajasthan Police and asked

them to immediately release

the RLP workers taken into

custody in Jaipur.” It needs to

be mentioned here that

Madan Rathore had arrived

in Kuchaman to attend a two-

day Pandit Deendayal

Upadhyay training camp.

Nine RLP workers detained

after black flags

shown to Rajasthan BJP chief

Bengaluru, July 25 : Senior

BJP leader and Leader of the

Opposition, R. Ashoka, on

Saturday launched a scath-

ing attack on the Karnataka

government after more than

50,000 iron and folic acid

tablets meant for schoolchil-

dren were allegedly found

dumped inside a toilet at a

government school in

Raichur district.  In a state-

ment, Ashoka termed the in-

cident a "shocking example

of administrative failure"

and accused the government

of endangering the lives and

health of poor children.

He said, "This is a cruel gov-

ernment that is striking at the

stomachs of children and

playing with their lives. Just

the other day, nutritious milk

powder was found in a cattle

shed, and today, medicines

for children have been found

in a school toilet. Is this the

people-centric governance

promised by the state gov-

K'taka BJP demands FIR after 50,000 iron, folic acid

tablets meant for students found in Raichur school toilet
ernment?" Referring to the

incident at Gurugunta Gov-

ernment School in Lingasugur

taluk of Raichur district, he

alleged that over 50,000 iron

and folic acid tablets intended

for students had been dis-

carded and damaged in a toi-

let. "This is not merely negli-

gence; it is an unpardonable

betrayal and a perverse crime

against the health, future, and

lives of poor children," he

said, adding that medicines

meant to combat malnutrition

among children of daily wage

labourers were "rotting in toi-

lets due to the government's

corrupt and irresponsible ad-

ministration." Ashoka also tar-

geted Chief Minister D.K.

Shivakumar, questioning

whether the Health and Edu-

cation Departments were

asleep or attempting to shield

corruption. Addressing the

Chief Minister, Ashoka asked,

"Should the health of poor

children become a casualty.

New Delhi, July 25 :  National

Commission for Minorities

(NCM) Secretary Alka

Upadhyaya on Saturday re-

leased a study on “Contribution

of Jain Community in the Field

of Education.”

Upadhyaya said that the study

reflects NCM’s continued ef-

forts towards inclusive devel-

opment and informed

policymaking.

She said the Commission is

committed to research-driven

policy inputs and evidence-

based initiatives for the welfare

and empowerment of minority

communities.

The study was undertaken by

the Socio-Economic and Edu-

cational Development Society

(SEEDS). The study documents

the historical evolution, institu-

tional contribution and educa-

tional philosophy of the Jain

community in India, said a

statement. It captures the role

of Jain trusts, philanthropists,

educational institutions and

community organisations in

promoting learning, research,

scholarships, value-based edu-

cation and inclusive access to

education.

Minorities panel

releases study on Jain

community’s role in education

06 THE INDIAN MAILNATIONAL NEWS
26 JULY 2026

SUNDAY, VIJAYAWADA www.theindianmail.in

Drought situation in Karnataka

is grave: Deputy CM Parameshwara
Bengaluru, July 25 : Karnataka

Deputy Chief Minister G.

Parameshwara on Saturday said

the state is facing a severe

drought and that the government

has urged the Centre to declare

it a national disaster. He also said

that the clarity on the much-

awaited Cabinet expansion may

emerge by noon. "The drought

situation in Karnataka is grave,"

he underlined. Addressing re-

porters in Bengaluru,

Parameshwara said he would be

touring drought-affected regions

in Chikkaballapura district and

Bengaluru Rural to assess the

situation on the ground.



New Delhi, July 25 : India’s systemic

credit growth stood at 13.8 per cent (as

of July 25), supported by liquidity buff-

ers and a consumption-led recovery af-

ter GST cuts, a report said on Saturday.

The report from Motilal Oswal Finan-

cial Services said banks have room to

further expand their credit-to-deposit

(CD) ratios as deposit growth remained

stable at 10.8 per cent while the CD ra-

tio climbed to 83 per cent with faster

credit growth. "With competition for de-

posits remaining intense, banks continue

to face challenges in mobilizing low-cost

deposits. We expect term deposit rates

to remain sticky, given the continued

pressure on low-cost deposit mobiliza-

tion," the report predicted.

The brokerage found the residual ben-

efits from the cash reserve ratio cut and

the Reserve Bank of India’s support for

the LCR-NSFR framework supporting

expansion in CD ratios, with public sec-

tor banks likely to benefit more.

The report projected systemic credit

growth to sustain at around 13.5 per cent

YoY in FY27E and a healthy deposit

growth of 11.5 per cent.

New Delhi, July 25 :  India and

Vietnam have taken a major

step towards strengthening co-

operation in digital payments

and financial innovation, with

the Reserve Bank of India

(RBI) and the State Bank of

Vietnam (SBV) signing a

Memorandum of Understand-

ing (MoU), the Ministry of Fi-

New Delhi, July 25:Eternal

Limited, the parent of Zomato,

on Saturday reported a sharp

47.1 per cent decline in its net

profit at Rs 92 crore (quarter-on-

quarter) in the April-June period

(Q1 FY27) from Rs 174 crore re-

ported in Q4 FY26.

However, the online food com-

pany registered a strong 268 per

cent (year-on-year) growth in

consolidated net profit year-on-

year in Q1. Consolidated ad-

justed revenue grew 173 per cent

YoY to Rs 20,648 crore while

adjusted EBITDA increased 223

per cent YoY to Rs 555 crore.

Quick Commerce net order value

(NOV) grew 86 per cent YoY to

Rs 17,132 crore, with the busi-

ness delivering Rs 102 crore ad-

New Delhi, July 25 : Tata Communications Limited

on Saturday reported a 29 per cent dip in net profit

for Q1 FY27, while revenue from operations rose 10

per cent to Rs 6,583 crore from Rs 5,960 crore a year

earlier.  The company incurred a one-time cost of Rs

106 crore in the quarter linked to actuarial provisions

as the government in November 21, 2025 changed

the legal definition of “wages” under India’s labour

codes, according to an exchange filing.

Tata Communications said it had earlier recognised a

provision of Rs 60.58 crore for gratuity and long-term

compensated absences for FY26, and then reversed

Rs 18.52 crore of that provision in the June quarter

after revising actuarial estimates.

The firm's total expenses increased 10.82 per cent to

Rs 6,278 crore in the quarter on a YoY basis.

At an operational level, the company’s earnings be-

fore interest, tax, depreciation and amortisation

(EBITDA) stood at Rs 1,230 crore for the quarter, up

8.21 per cent YoY. Tata Communications’ EBITDA

margin stood at 18.7 per cent in Q1 FY27 compared

to 19 per cent in the corresponding period of FY26.

The firm's digital portfolio revenue grew 17.1 per cent

to Rs 2,940 crore in the April-June quarter of the re-

porting quarter as against Rs 2,510 crore in the June

quarter of the fiscal year 2026. “We have started the

year well with strong growth across both our core

and digital portfolios. Normalised EBITDA perfor-

mance remains strong.

Zomato’s parent firm Eternal clocks
47.1 pc net profit decline at Rs 92 crore in Q1

justed EBITDA profit and a fifth

consecutive quarter of margin im-

provement, the company said in a

statement. “If we're doing our job

well, growth and margins should

compound together - because

growth in this business comes

from making the platform more

useful to more people, which

drives frequency, which drives

density, which drives efficiency.

The flywheel doesn't ask you to

choose,” said Deepinder Goyal,

Founder, Eternal.

Meanwhile, Blinkit added 200 net

new stores, taking the network to

2,443 stores, while continuing in-

vestments in assortment expan-

sion, geographical expansion, and

demand densification.

Food delivery NOV crossed Rs

10,769 crore, growing more than

20 per cent YoY, with adjusted

EBITDA margin improving to 5.6

per cent, resulting in Rs 606 crore

profit.

Hyperpure revenue grew 27 per

cent YoY to Rs 1,034 crore and

reported positive adjusted

EBITDA, generating Rs 6 crore

profit versus a loss in the corre-

sponding quarter last year.

“We continue to focus our efforts

on our three pillars of long-term

growth - assortment expansion,

geographical expansion, and de-

mand densification. Going for-

ward, premiumisation through

launch of ‘gourmet’ stores in se-

lect locations in top eight cities

will also contribute to assortment

expansion on the platform.

India's systemic credit growth

improves to 13.8 pc

amid macro uncertainty: Report

Tata Communications

net profit dips 29 pc in Q1

RBI, Vietnam Central Bank sign MoU
to boost digital payments, cross-border QR transactions

nance said on Saturday. The agree-

ment, signed with the approval of

the Union Cabinet, aims to deepen

collaboration in areas such as finan-

cial innovation, regulatory coordi-

nation, information sharing, and

digital payment systems. A key fo-

cus of the MoU is the development

of payment system connectivity to

enable cross-border QR code-based

merchant payments between the

two countries. The MoU is being

seen as a forward-looking initiative

that could enhance bilateral finan-

cial ties while positioning India as

a major fintech hub in the region.

It is expected to improve the effi-

ciency of cross-border transactions

by making payments more transpar-

ent, real-time, convenient.

New Delhi, July 25 : Google

CEO Sundar Pichai said on

Saturday that YouTube drew

over 1.7 billion unique glo-

bal viewers to watch World

Cup-related videos and lifted

lifetime views of related con-

tent to over 200 billion.

"It was our most viewed

World Cup ever on YouTube,

bringing lifetime views of

related content to over 200

billion!," Google CEO said

on X. CEO, YouTube Neal

Mohan's post was shared by

Pichai to mention additional

audience figures.

Record over 1.7 bn

people watched FIFA WC

related videos on

YouTube: Sundar Pichai
India has 52,718 public EV charging

stations, over 16,500 equipped with fast chargers: Govt

New Delhi, July 25 : India has

made significant progress in ex-

panding its electric vehicle

charging infrastructure, with

52,718 public charging stations

currently operational across the

country, the Centre informed

Parliament on Saturday.

Of these, 16,561 are equipped

with fast EV chargers for cars,

helping reduce charging time

and address one of the key con-

cerns among EV users, the Min-

ister of State for Heavy Indus-

tries Bhupathiraju Srinivasa

Varma said in a written reply to

Lok Sabha. According to the

Ministry of Heavy Industries, the

Centre has undertaken several

initiatives to strengthen the EV

ecosystem and encourage the

adoption of electric mobility.

To expand charging infrastruc-

ture, the ministry has allocated

Rs 912.50 crore under the FAME-

II scheme and Rs 2,000 crore un-

der the PM E-DRIVE scheme for

setting up public EV charging sta-

tions across cities and national

highways. The government also

pointed out that the Ministry of

Power has issued the "Guidelines

for Installation and Operation of

Electric Vehicle Charging Infra-

structure 2024", which lay down

standards for creating a connected

and interoperable charging net-

work, including battery swapping

and charging facilities. It added

that establishing EV charging sta-

tions has been classified as an un-

licensed activity, making it easier

for private entrepreneurs to invest

in charging infrastructure.

To support domestic manufactur-

ing of electric vehicles, electric

passenger cars have also been in-

cluded under the Production.

Adani Power clocks robust 47.2 pc net
profit growth in Q1, logs highest-ever quarterly EBITDA
Ahmedabad, July 25 : Adani

Power on Saturday reported

solid growth of 47.2 per cent

in consolidated profit after tax

(PAT) at Rs 4,867 crore in Q1

FY27, compared to Rs 3,305

crore in Q1 FY26, due to tight

control over finance costs de-

spite growth in operations and

ongoing capital expenditure

programme.

The Adani Group company posted

strong 26.6 per cent growth in

consolidated continuing total rev-

enue for Q1 FY27 at Rs 17,936

crore compared to Rs 14,167 crore

in Q1 FY26, which is in line with

volume growth and power selling

rates. Meanwhile, the company

registered sharp 21.6 per cent

growth in consolidated continuing

EBITDA for Q1 FY27 at Rs 6,983

crore, compared to Rs 5,744 crore

for Q1 FY26 -- highest ever quar-

terly performance, showcasing

core profitability strength despite

higher fuel costs.

Adani Power said that consoli-

dated power sale volume was

higher by 16.9 per cent at 28.8 bil-

lion unit (BU) in Q1 FY27 com-

pared to 24.6 BU in Q1 FY26, on

the back of higher operating ca-

pacity and strong power de-

mand growth. “Adani Power

has once again demonstrated

strength of its efficient and

cost-competitive portfolio

and operational excellence in

various spheres by posting its

highest ever quarterly

EBITDA on continuing basis.

Bandhan Bank shares

slump over 15 pc after guidance cut
Mumbai, July 25 : Bandhan

Bank shares plunged more

than 15 per cent on Saturday

after the lender trimmed its re-

turn-on-assets (RoA) outlook,

despite reporting a stronger-

than-expected quarterly

profit.

The Kolkata-based bank said

it now expects RoA to aver-

age 1.2–1.4 per cent by the

end of FY27, down 40 basis

points from its earlier expec-

tation of 1.6–1.8 per cent.

The bank expects a dip in RoA

due to narrower net

interest margins and

higher operating ex-

penses. Bandhan Bank

shares were trading at

Rs 176.95 intra-day,

down Rs 31.88 or

15.27 per cent on a

daily basis.

"Our medium-term

strategic objective re-

mains unchanged, and

we continue to work

towards achieving the

guided level of RoA

(return on assets). The prevailing exter-

nal environment may influence the pace

at which we get there," Managing Di-

rector and Chief Executive Officer,

Partha Pratim Sengupta, said at a post-

earnings analyst conference call. Return

on assets of the bank stood at 1 per cent

by June-end up 20 bps on an annual ba-

sis but 11 bps lower sequentially.
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New Delhi, July 25 : The Brazil-

ian Football Confederation (CBF)

is in late-stage talks with Indian

sports organisers to schedule an

international friendly in Kolkata,

likely happening in early October

2026. Initial reports from ESPN

Brasil, later confirmed by outlets

like Estadão, indicate that only the

final contractual details are pend-

ing before an official announce-

Brazil in advanced talks
to play international friendly with India: Report

ment. The media outlet also con-

firmed with the CBF that Brazil

plans to hold additional home

friendlies in 2027, especially in

cities typically overlooked in the

national team’s schedule. During

the recent World Cup, Kolkata

transformed into a lively display

with murals of Neymar and Vini

Junior adorning the city streets,

particularly in north Kolkata.

Although organisers in

Bangladesh, Singapore, and Qatar

also showed interest, negotiations

have only advanced with India.

The CBF rejected proposals to

include more matches in the re-

gion because of squad travel and

recovery considerations.

The proposed match occurs fol-

lowing Brazil’s elimination by

Norway in the Round of 16 at the

2026 FIFA World Cup, under

head coach Carlo Ancelotti. This

game in Kolkata is the main

event of a 16-day "Super FIFA

Window" running from late Sep-

tember to early October.

Although authorities in Dhaka,

Singapore, and Doha presented

lucrative proposals, negotiations

with Indian organizers have

skipped over competing bids.

New Delhi, July 25 : India

fast bowler Yash Thakur has

revealed that mastering death

bowling has been the defining

objective of his career, while

describing premier pacer

Jasprit Bumrah as the bench-

mark he hopes to emulate

across all formats of the game.

Thakur said he made a con-

scious decision early in his

senior career with Vidarbha to

specialise in bowling at the

death, believing those overs

often determine the outcome

of matches.

"Ever since I started playing

senior white-ball cricket for

Vidarbha, I set one clear goal

for myself: to become a spe-

cialist at death bowling.

Matches are won and lost in

Goal is to pick wickets and win

games for India just like Bumrah : Yash Thakur
the final overs, and that's where

I wanted to make a difference

for my team,” Thakur told

JioStar. The right-arm seamer

said that philosophy has re-

mained unchanged through his

progression from domestic

cricket to India A and now the

senior national team.

"I have carried that mindset

with me throughout my career.

Whether I am playing for

Vidarbha, India A, or in the

IPL, I see death bowling as the

toughest challenge in cricket,

and I want to master it. If I

can perform in high-pressure

situations, that is when I can

truly make an impact,” he

added. Thakur credited

Bumrah as the biggest influ-

ence on his approach.

Srihari Nataraj looks to
Asian Games after Glasgow heartbreak
New Delhi, July 25 : Indian swimmer Srihari Nataraj

vowed to keep trusting his new training methods

despite missing out on the men's 50m backstroke fi-

nal at the 2026 Commonwealth Games, saying his

focus has already shifted towards the Asian Games

later this year.  The athlete, who has been an Olym-

pian on two occasions, came 11th in the semifinal

with a time of 25.29 seconds, which was better than

the 25.52 he had recorded in the heats but was still

not sufficient to qualify for the final consisting of

eight men. This result represented a decline on from

Birmingham 2022, where the 25-year-old made it to

the final and placed

fifth, just 0.10 sec-

onds away from win-

ning a medal.

It was all right, not a

personal best; al-

though I was a bit

quicker at my nation-

als two weeks ago,

this time I'm much

better than in the

morning session swim

and it's as good as I could manage. This time

I came 11th, whereas the last time I had fin-

ished fifth," Nataraj said.

I am swimming more effectively than I used

to, even though I haven't bro-

ken a personal best in five

years and this is one of my

quickest times.

Shreyas Iyer and Co visit

Indian Ambassador to Zimbabwe

ahead of second T20I
Harare, July 25 : Shreyas Iyer-led India

were hosted by the Ambassador of India to

Zimbabwe, H.E. Bramha Kumar, at India

House in Harare ahead of the second T20I

of the three-match series. Skipper Iyer and

interim head coach VVS Laxman were fe-

licitated by the Ambassador during the visit.

“An evening to remember in Harare. H.E.

Bramha Kumar, Ambassador of India to

Zimbabwe hosted #TeamIndia at the India

House in Harare ahead of the second T20I

against Zimbabwe,” BCCI wrote on X

while sharing pictures from the meet-up.

The reception comes after India ended their

recent struggles with a commanding seven-

wicket victory in the series opener.

India's rising stars set to shine

at FIH Hockey Men's World Cup 2026
New Delhi, July 25 : As the Indian Men’s Team gets

ready for the FIH Hockey World Cup in Belgium and

the Netherlands 2026, their 20-player squad combines

seasoned players with up-and-coming talent. Notable

young players aiming to stand out include goalkeeper

Mohith HS, defender Yashdeep Siwach, and midfielders

Rajinder Singh and Aditya Arjun Lalage, all of whom

have showcased impressive performances and earned

spots to   Lalage, a 23-year-old attacking midfielder

known for his pace and skill, is preparing for the big-

gest tournament of his career and is dedicated to mak-

ing the most of this opportunity. "Playing in the World

Cup has been a childhood dream of mine, and being

part of the squad is a very special feeling. Right now,

my focus is on making the most of this oppor-

tunity by giving my 100 per cent in every train-

ing session and every match. I want to con-

tribute in whatever way the team needs me to,”

Lalage said. "The senior players and coaches

have always guided me on what I can improve,

and that has given me a lot of confidence. Ev-

eryone in the camp is working hard every day.

We all have the same mindset of giving our

best for India," he added.

His fellow midfielder Rajinder Singh, also 23,

has brought a mix of skill and strength to India's

midfield, quickly making a name for himself

with his energetic presence.

‘A spectacular performance’:

PM Modi hails para powerlifter

Jhandu Kumar’s CWG 2026 bronze
New Delhi, July 25 : Prime Minister Narendra

Modi on Saturday congratulated para powerlifter

Jhandu Kumar after the Bihar-born athlete won

India's first medal at the Commonwealth Games

2026, securing bronze in the men's heavyweight

event in Glasgow. Taking to X shortly after the

podium finish, the Prime Minister praised Jhandu's

perseverance and said his success had brought

pride to the nation.  “A spectacular performance

by Jhandu Kumar, who has opened India’s medal

tally at the #CWG2026 by winning a Bronze in

the Men’s Heavyweight Para Powerlifting event!”

PM Modi wrote on X. The bronze medal marked

India's first podium finish of the Glasgow Games,

with Jhandu producing a best lift of 130.9 to fin-

ish third in the overall standings. Nigeria's Riluwan

Idris claimed the gold medal with 132.8, while

England's Matthew Harding took silver after re-

cording 131.0, leaving Jhandu just 0.1 short of

second place. Congratulating the para athlete on

the achievement, the Prime Minister highlighted

the dedication behind the performance.

World Cup hero Vozinha set for

Colo Colo move after agreement reached
New Delhi, July 25 : Cape Verde goal-

keeper Vozinha, one of the breakout stars

of the 2026 FIFA World Cup, is set to

continue his remarkable rise after reach-

ing an agreement to join Chilean giants

Colo Colo, club president Anibal Mosa

confirmed on Friday.  The 40-year-old

free agent is set to go to Chile in the com-

ing days for a medical examination be-

fore the transfer is completed.
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