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Amaravati, July 28: Minister Nara Lokesh criti-

cized the YSRCP for spreading false propaganda

on the issue of Anganwadis. He alleged that

Anganwadis did not receive the Amma Vodi

scheme during the previous government’s tenure.

He said that the coalition government implemented

the salute to the mother after coming to power. He

was angry that the gratitude rally organized by the

Anganwadis in support of him in Penamalur con-

stituency was being shown as a protest event by

the YSRCP leaders. Responding to this issue on

the social media platform ‘X’, Minister Lokesh re-

leased a video titled ‘Fake vs. Real’. He accused

them of spreading poison in the name of

Anganwadis. The minister said that the coalition

government is fulfilling the promises made to

EU slaps $1 billion fine on Google
for violating digital competition rules
The European Commission on

Tuesday fined Google a combined

890 million euros ($1 billion) for

violating the bloc’s digital compe-

tition rules, with regulators accus-

ing the technology...

Gukesh to face challenger
Sindarov in World Chess
Championship match at Geneva
India's reigning World Champion

D Gukesh will take on challenger

Javokhir Sindarov in the FIDE

World Chess...

Minister Lokesh  slams YCP
poisonous propaganda  for Anganwadis

Anganwadis. The minister was angry that the

Goddali party did injustice by not providing

Amma Vodi to Anganwadi workers during the

YSRCP regime. ‘They were happy that the coa-

lition government implemented the Matliki

Vandanam scheme for Anganwadis and thanked

them during my visit to Penamalur constituency.

The Axe Party, which promoted the axe attack

as a heart attack, is spreading malicious propa-

ganda by calling this gratitude rally of

Anganwadis a protest rally.

Nara Bhuvaneshwari calls on youth to make decisions
with wise thoughts and Make the most of opportunities
Chittoor, July 28: AP CM Chandrababu

Naidu’s wife Nara Bhuvaneswari has made it

clear to the youth that they should make the

most of the opportunities provided. She advised

them to take decisions with wise thoughts. Nara

Bhuvaneswari met with the students at the lo-

cal PES Medical College auditorium on Tues-

day, the second day of her visit to Kuppam.

She said that friendship with good people con-

tributes to our progress. She recalled that her

grandson Devansh reads books well and stays

away from TV and mobile. She explained that

government schools in the state provide the best

education to students. She said that our gov-

ernment is providing financial assistance of Rs.

15,000 to each child in the name of “Talaiki

Vandanam” to help students’ education. She

explained that with the efforts of Education

Minister Nara Lokesh, 1.06 lakh students from

private schools have rejoined government

schools.

Centre Praises Nadendla ManoharsCentre Praises Nadendla ManoharsCentre Praises Nadendla ManoharsCentre Praises Nadendla ManoharsCentre Praises Nadendla Manohars
Plan To  Ap Civil SuppliesPlan To  Ap Civil SuppliesPlan To  Ap Civil SuppliesPlan To  Ap Civil SuppliesPlan To  Ap Civil Supplies
Reforms Strengthen 29000 Ration ShopsReforms Strengthen 29000 Ration ShopsReforms Strengthen 29000 Ration ShopsReforms Strengthen 29000 Ration ShopsReforms Strengthen 29000 Ration Shops
New Delhi, July 28: Minister Nadendla

Manohar said that the central government has

appreciated the reforms being undertaken in

the Andhra Pradesh Civil Supplies Depart-

ment. The minister said that a pilot project of

steam rice has been started in the Public Dis-

tribution System (PDS) in Kakinada. The cen-

ter has given permission to procure an addi-

tional 20 thousand metric tons of parboiled rice.

He said that the ‘Me Mart’ concept will be

implemented through ration shops. He ex-

plained that programs are being taken up to sell

quality rice at low prices in farmers’ markets.

The minister said that the government’s goal is

to provide golden variety rice at Rs. 40 per kg

across AP. He also revealed that a proposal to

provide 500 grams of kandipappu to ration card

holders is being considered. YSRCP holds protests across Andhra Pradesh over 'irregularities' in teachers’ recruitment
Amaravati, July 28 : The

YSR Congress Party on Tues-

day held protests across

Andhra Pradesh against the ir-

regularities in the Mega DSC-

2025 for recruitment of teach-

ers.  Large-scale protests were

organised simultaneously

across the state under the

party's student and youth wings.

Demonstrations were held in

Vijayawada, Nellore, Tirupati,

Nandyal, and several other dis-

tricts, while police prevented a

proposed rally in Narasannapeta,

leading to a tense situation.

The opposition party is demand-

ing the resignation of Education

Minister Nara Lokesh, holding

him morally responsible.

Nation wants answers on who approved
use of pellet guns on protesters: Priyanka Gandhi
New Delhi, July 28 : Congress

MP Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on

Tuesday said the entire nation

and parents of injured students

want answers on who approved

the use of pellet guns and AK-

47s on protesters during the

agitation against exam irregu-

larities. Participating in the de-

bate on the Public Examina-

tions (Prevention of Unfair

Means) Amendment Bill, 2026,

in the Lok Sabha, Priyanka

Gandhi called for accountability

of those in government. “The stu-

dents are disillusioned. Money is

overshadowing merit. They want

the system that is endangering

their future to be improved,” she

said. The students only demanded

accountability and removal of

those who were responsible for ir-

regularities, but they were met

with the use of force, she said, re-

ferring to the alleged NEET paper leak. “The exami-

nation system has itself failed. Over 750 crore stu-

dents have been hit by 152 paper leaks in the last

decade but not a single mafia was punished.” Revanth urges Centre
to allocate 11.56 lakh houses to Telangana
Hyderabad, July 28  : Chief Minister A.

Revanth Reddy urged Union Minister for

Rural Development and Agriculture Shivraj

Singh Chouhan to allocate 11,56,915 houses

to Telangana under the Pradhan Mantri Awas

Yojana-Gramin (PMAY-G). The Chief Min-

ister informed the Union Minister that the

People’s Government in Telangana has been

giving priority to the construction of houses

for the poor since assuming

power in the state.

Revanth Reddy met Shivraj Singh

Chouhan at Krishi Bhavan in

New Delhi on Tuesday. During

the meeting, he briefed the details

of the construction of the

'Indiramma Houses' for poorer

sections.

KTR urges Centre to
set up Kazipet Railway Division
Hyderabad, July 28

: BRS working presi-

dent K.T. Rama Rao

met Union Minister

for Railways, Infor-

mation Technology

and Electronics

Ashwini Vaishnaw in New Delhi

on Tuesday and submitted detailed

representations seeking the estab-

lishment of the Kazipet Railway

Division, expeditious completion

of key railway projects in

Telangana, and enhanced central

government sup-

port for reviving

the State's Tier-2

IT ecosystem.

Speaking to the

media after the

meeting.

Tummala hails Rythu Nestam
as scientific farming platform
Hyderabad, July 28  :  The 100th epi-

sode of the 'Rythu Nestam' programme

was celebrated on a grand scale at the

Telangana Secretariat in Hyderabad on

Tuesday.The event was attended by

Agriculture Minister Tummala

Nageswara Rao, Minister Jupally

Krishna Rao, Gadwal MLA Bandla

Krishna Mohan Reddy, Chief Secretary

Sanjay Jaju, Agriculture Special Chief

Secretary K. Surendra Mohan, Agricul-

ture Director B. Gopi, Horticulture

Managing Director Yasmin Basha.

HHHHHeavy rain lashedeavy rain lashedeavy rain lashedeavy rain lashedeavy rain lashed

Hyderabad
Hyderabad, July 28 : Heavy rain lashed

Greater Hyderabad. Traffic was severely

disrupted as the downpour coincided with

the time people were returning home from

work. HYDRA, DRF, and GHMC mon-

soon teams have undertaken relief opera-

tions. Major roads across the city were in-

undated due to the torrential rain.

Heavy rain lashed areas including Jubilee

Hills, Banjara Hills, Film

Nagar, Khairatabad,

Lakdikapul, Nampally, Koti,

Malakpet, Dilsukhnagar,

Chaitanyapuri, Kothapet.

Probe into Probe into Probe into Probe into Probe into HHHHHydraa'sydraa'sydraa'sydraa'sydraa's
excesses needed: excesses needed: excesses needed: excesses needed: excesses needed: BRS MLA VBRS MLA VBRS MLA VBRS MLA VBRS MLA Vivekanandaivekanandaivekanandaivekanandaivekananda
BRS legislature party whip and

MLA K.P. Vivekananda welcomed

the Telangana High Court's re-

marks on HYDRAA Commis-

sioner A.V. Ranganath, calling

them a victory...
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Hydra Drive Will Continue Against
Land Encroachments : CM Revanth Reddy

New Delhi, July 28: Telangana

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy

has made it clear that the Hydra

works will continue. He said

that the occupation cores are not

be ing  used  by  Hydra .  CM

Revanth Reddy, who is touring

Delhi on Tuesday, spoke to re-

porters. He made it clear that if

encroachments are done, big

boys and poor people should be

quiet. He questioned the oppo-

sition whether the poor or the

e lders  have  occupied  the

Bathukamma kunta ls  in

Gandipet. He questioned them

saying that the N Convention is

for the poor or the elders.

The CM described Hydra as the

bigges t  re form they  have

brought. He slammed the gov-

ernment for having the discre-

tion to appoint anyone as the top

officer of Hydra. On this occa-

sion, CM Revanth Reddy re-

minded that there are more than

400 contempt of court cases against retired

IAS officer Somesh Kumar.

He lashed out at the BRS leaders, saying

that they had filed cases with malicious

intent and misled the court.

He said that they would examine the court

verdict and then formulate further action.

They said that they have complete clarity

on the activities of Hydra.

They advised the media not to cooperate

with the squatters. They expressed anger

that they are spreading false propaganda

against Hydra on social media by spend-

ing money.

In the context of the investigation into the

Lotkunta land case, the Telangana High

Court on Monday expressed deep dissatis-

faction with Hydra Commissioner A.V.

Ranganath.

It ordered the Chief Secretary to the gov-

ernment to remove Ranganath from the

post of Hydra Commissioner. On this oc-

casion, the Telangana High Court bench

commented that it is not reasonable for a

high-ranking officer in the rank of Secre-

tary.. to defy the court orders.

On this occasion, it suggested to the gov-

ernment to appoint a qualified officer as

Hydra Commissioner. It was of the opin-

ion that if Ranganath continues as Hydra

Commissioner, the rule of law will be vio-

lated. The Telangana High Court said that

there is no other alternative but to remove

him. In this context, CM Revanth, who is

on a visit to Delhi, responded as follows.

Chief Minister Chandrababu NaiduChief Minister Chandrababu NaiduChief Minister Chandrababu NaiduChief Minister Chandrababu NaiduChief Minister Chandrababu Naidu
congratulates weightlifter Ajay Babu forcongratulates weightlifter Ajay Babu forcongratulates weightlifter Ajay Babu forcongratulates weightlifter Ajay Babu forcongratulates weightlifter Ajay Babu for
winning silver medal in Commonwealth Gameswinning silver medal in Commonwealth Gameswinning silver medal in Commonwealth Gameswinning silver medal in Commonwealth Gameswinning silver medal in Commonwealth Games
Amaravati, July 28:  Chief

Minister Chandrababu Naidu

congratulated weightlifter Ajay

Babu for winning a silver

medal in the Commonwealth

Games being held in Glasgow.

Responding on social media,

he said that Valluri Ajay Babu

won a silver medal.

Probe into Hydraa's excesses needed: BRS MLA Vivekananda
Hyderabad, July 28  : BRS leg-

islature party whip and MLA

K.P. Vivekananda welcomed the

Telangana High Court's remarks

on HYDRAA Commissioner A.V.

Ranganath, calling them a victory

for the poor and justice. He de-

manded a comprehensive inquiry

into HYDRAA's alleged high-

handed actions, accusing the agency

of functioning in an arbitrary and

oppressive manner. Addressing the

media here on Tuesday,

Vivekananda alleged that the High

Court's observations exposed the

government's misuse of HYDRAA

and termed the verdict a

setback to Chief Minis-

ter A Revanth Reddy's

style of governance.



Mumbai, July 28: NITI Aayog

has initiated a competitive de-

velopmental benchmark among

states across key indicators di-

rectly impacting human life. To

ensure Maharashtra achieves

the top position nationwide

across all Sustainable Develop-

ment Goals (SDG) parameters,

Chief Minister Devendra

Fadnavis on Tuesday directed

all government departments to

formulate structured, outcome-

driven plans for the next four

years.

Addressing a review meeting

on NITI Aayog’s SDG param-

eters, CM Fadnavis called for

intensive development efforts

across 10 designated

aspirational districts and 177

aspirational talukas to maintain

Maharashtra’s lead in gover-

nance and progress.

Maha CM calls for
outcome-based SDG planning

Bhuj, July 28 : Gujarat BJP President Jagdish

Vishwakarma on Tuesday hailed Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Modi for his leadership. He said,

“If anyone has turned disaster into opportunity,

it is our Prime Minister Narendra Modi.”

Speaking at a grand felicitation ceremony in

Kutch, Vishwakarma praised the PM’s role in

rebuilding Kutch after the 2001 earthquake and

transforming it into a thriving hub of industry,

culture, and tourism. Addressing a massive

gathering of party workers, Vishwakarma re-

called that when Narendra Modi was the Chief

Minister, he vowed to rebuild Kutch, a prom-

ise that, he said, has been fulfilled.

“The credit for Kutch’s revival goes to

Narendra Modi,” he asserted, adding that the

region, once devastated by the earthquake, now

stands as a model of resilience and progress.

He noted that Kutch has attracted over Rs 1.4

lakh crore in investments, with its handicrafts,

tourism, and industries flourishing globally.

PM Modi turned calamity
into opportunity: Gujarat BJP chief

Heavy rain forces school closures across
Gujarat; Valsad orders factories to suspend ops
Ahmedabad, July 28 : Authorities across Gujarat expanded pre-

cautionary measures on Tuesday as forecasts of continued heavy

to very heavy rainfall prompted the closure of schools, colleges

and anganwadis in several districts for Tuesday, while Valsad dis-

trict ordered factories and industrial units to suspend operations

amid flood-like conditions. The latest decisions come as the state

continues to battle widespread flooding and intense monsoon rain-

fall that has already forced the evacuation of more than 22,000

people from the worst-affected districts of Valsad and Navsari

and triggered large-scale rescue operations. In Ahmedabad, the

Ahmedabad Municipal Corporation (AMC) announced that all

schools and colleges in the city would remain closed on Friday,

July 24, after the India Meteorological Department (IMD) fore-

cast heavy to very heavy rainfall. The civic body said the decision

had been taken as a precaution, giving the highest priority to the

safety of students. It appealed to citizens to remain cautious dur-

ing the rainy conditions, avoid rumours and rely only on official

information. The AMC also announced that all civic-run

anganwadis would remain closed until Monday, July 27, due to

the forecast of continued heavy rainfall over the coming days.

"The decision was intended to ensure the safety of children and

avoid risks during travel, adding that reopening would be reviewed

after assessing the rainfall situation and updated IMD forecasts,"

officials said. Similar precautionary closures were announced

across several districts. Surat district declared a holiday for stu-

dents and staff of all primary, secondary and higher secondary

schools, as well as anganwadis, under the Surat Municipal Cor-

poration, municipalities and rural areas, citing persistent heavy

rainfall and the need to ensure student safety.

In Bharuch district, schools and colleges will also remain closed

because of the heavy rain forecast, with

authorities urging residents to remain cau-

tious. Tapi district declared a holiday for

all schools, colleges and anganwadis for a

second consecutive day, citing continuous

rainfall and the possibility of further heavy

showers. The district administration ap-

pealed to residents to avoid unnecessary

travel, stay away from rivers, streams,

causeways and low-lying areas, and keep

clear of electric poles and trees.

Vadodara city and district also announced

the closure of all schools, colleges and

anganwadis as a precaution against heavy

rainfall. In Gandhinagar district, the admin-

istration ordered the closure of all

anganwadis, primary and secondary gov-

ernment, grant-in-aid and self-financed

schools, colleges and other educational

institutions after the IMD forecast moder-

ate to heavy rainfall accompanied by thun-

derstorms and strong winds. Residents

were advised not to venture out unneces-

sarily during adverse weather, avoid stand-

ing under trees or near electric poles, and

contact the District Disaster Management

Centre in case of emergencies.
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Odisha: Naveen Patnaik slams BJP govt over fiscal management
Bhubaneswar, July 28 :

Former Odisha Chief Minister

and Biju Janata Dal (BJD)

president Naveen Patnaik on

Tuesday expressed satisfaction

over Odisha securing the fifth

rank in NITI Aayog’s latest In-

vestment Friendliness Index (IFI)

Report, attributing the achievement

to reforms and governance initia-

tives undertaken during his tenure

while accusing the present

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) Gov-

ernment of taking credit for the

BJD’s accomplishments. In a post

on his X handle, Patnaik said he was

“glad to share” that Odisha had se-

cured the fifth position in attracting

investments, as per the IFI report

prepared based on states’ perfor-

mance during 2023-24. He noted

that Odisha secured an overall score

of 52.4 per cent, compared to 56.6

per cent scored by Gujarat. “From

bankruptcy in 2000 to standing tall

among top states in attracting in-

vestment across India is im-

mensely satisfactory for me.
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Sri Vijaya Puram, July 28 :

The Andaman and Nicobar

Administration is making

concerted efforts to develop

the archipelago into a global

scuba diving destination.

With this objective, a presen-

tation was made before Ad-

miral D.K. Joshi (Retd), Lieu-

tenant Governor of the

Andaman and Nicobar Is-

lands, on exploring new dive

sites and underwater attrac-

tions across the islands.

“There were discussions on

the development of artificial

reefs, shipwreck dives and

marine-themed installations

at different locations such as

North Bay, Swaraj Dweep,

Shaheed Dweep, Long Island

and Aves Island. This will

boost sustainable tourism,

conservation of natural reefs

and restoration of coral reefs,

Efforts on to place
Andamans on global diving map

while positioning the Andaman and Nicobar

Islands prominently on the global diving map,”

an official said. Apart from administrative of-

ficials, representatives of local diving insti-

tutes were also present at the meeting.

Crystal-clear turquoise waters, healthy coral

reefs, diverse marine life and shipwrecks make

the Andamans a dream destination for scuba

diving enthusiasts.

The diving institutes on the islands offer ev-

erything from relaxed reef dives to dramatic

volcanic-wall dives. Divers can encounter

manta rays, reef sharks, turtles and schools of

colourful fish.

The best part is that people need not be expert

divers to experience underwater life in the

Andamans. Even first-time divers can venture

underwater under the guidance of experts af-

ter basic training.

“Elephant Beach and The Wall at Havelock,

the coral gardens of Neil Island and the re-

mote underwater volcano at Barren Island are

among the most sought-after diving destina-

tions. With excellent visibility, warm waters

and rich biodiversity.

'Words have consequences':
Israeli FM blames NYC Mayor
Mamdani after stabbing attack
Jerusalem/New York, July 28 : Israeli For-

eign Minister Gideon Saar on Tuesday strongly

condemned the stabbing of two men in New

York City, describing it as a “horrific

antisemitic” attack and accusing New York

City Mayor Zohran Mamdani of contributing

to an environment in which Jews are being

targeted.

In a post on X, Saar expressed outrage over

the incident and linked the attack to what he

described as months of incitement against Is-

rael.

“I am appalled by the horrific antisemitic stab-

bing attack in New York. Appalled but sadly

not surprised. This violence did not happen in

a vacuum. Months of incitement against the

Jewish state from Mamdani have helped cre-

ate a climate in which Jews are targeted,” Saar

wrote.

The Israeli Foreign Minister further said,

“Words have consequences.”

Calling for immediate action from the New

York City mayor, Saar added, “Mamdani must

end the incitement, confront antisemitism with

resolve, and act now to protect the city’s Jew-

ish community.”

P
resident Droupadi Murmu and her Romanian

counterpart Nicusor Dan on Thursday dis

cussed major dimensions of India-Romania

partnership as the former is on a state visit to the

European state.  "President Droupadi Murmu was

warmly received by President Nicusor Dan of Ro-

mania at Cotroceni Palace in Bucharest. She was ac-

corded a ceremonial welcome and guard of honour.

The two leaders held productive and forward-look-

ing discussions covering the major dimensions of our

bilateral partnership. They also exchanged perspec-

tives on regional and global developments, and on

multilateral cooperation," the President's Secretariat

wrote on social media platform X. Three Memoranda

of Understanding (MoUs) for bilateral cooperation

in the field of science and technology, sports and the

establishment of a Chair of Indian Studies at the Uni-

versity of Bucharest were signed on the occasion.

President Murmu arrived in Romania's capital

Bucharest earlier in the day as part of her three-na-

tion visit. This is the first State Visit by an Indian

President to Romania in nearly three decades. Min-

ister of State for Consumer Affairs, Food and Public

Distribution Nimuben Jayantibhai Bambhaniya, and

Members of Parliament Dinesh Sharma and Vijay

Baghel are accompanying the President in this visit.

The President visited Cotroceni Palace, the official

residence and office of the President of Romania.

During one-to-one meeting and delegation-level talks,

the two leaders held productive and forward-looking

discussions covering all major dimensions of India-

Romania bilateral partnership. They agreed to fur-

ther deepen cooperation across areas of priority for

the two countries.

"The President said that India and Romania have

shared a warm and enduring friendship for over seven

decades, founded on mutual trust, respect and strong

people-to-people ties. Over the years, our partnership

has steadily grown stronger and is now entering a

new phase marked by greater ambition, stronger co-

operation and a shared vision for the future," stated

the President's Secretariat.

She also said that economic cooperation remains an

important pillar of the India-Romania partnership.

The two leaders agreed to promote trade and invest-

ment, strengthen resilient supply chains, and encour-

age closer collaboration between the business com-

munities of our two countries. They also agreed to

work towards doubling our bilateral trade over the

next three years.

President Murmu discusses bilateral
partnership with Romanian counterpart

At terrorism trial of assailant,

Rushdie recalls being in ‘expansive pool of blood’
New York, July 28 : Author

Salman Rushdie has given a

chilling account of the attack

that felled him on a stage at a

literary meeting and cost him

his right eye.

“It was an enormous and ex-

pansive lake of blood,” he

said while testifying on Tues-

day at the federal terrorism

trial of the assailant Hadi

Matar.

Rushdie narrated the chilling

account of the blind fury he

faced as stabbings rained on

him. Knocked to the floor, he

said, “I was on the stage, ly-

ing down, with an enormous

pool of blood all around me”.

“I tried to get away, but he

was on top of me, stabbing away,”

he said. Matar, who was convicted

in a New York State court of at-

tempting to murder Rushdie in

2022, is now on trial at the fed-

eral court in Buffalo, charged with

transnational terrorism.

In the US legal system, there are

separate state and federal laws,

and a person can be tried sepa-

rately under the two sets of laws

for the same incident.

Matar is serving a 25-year sen-

tence that was handed him by the

state court last year, and if he is

convicted of the federal terrorism

charges, he could face life in

prison.

A US citizen of Lebanese descent,

Matar, 28, attacked Rushdie in an

attempt to carry out the fatwa is-

sued by the late Ayatollah

Ruhollah Khomeini in 1989 de-

manding Rushdie’s death because

his novel, “Satanic Verses”, was

considered blasphemous, assistant

federal prosecutor Timothy Lynch

told the court on Wednesday when

the trial began.

After the fatwa was issued,

Rushdie, a Booker Prize winner,

went underground with British

government protection.

A decade later, he emerged in

public and lives in New York

City, where he is a professor

at a university. Rushdie, 79,

was participating in a literary

programme at the Chautauqua

Institution, a literary and arts

centre about 600 kilometres

from the city.

New Delhi, July 28 : India

and the United Arab Emirates

(UAE) reaffirmed their com-

mitment to ensuring the

safety, dignity and well-being

of their citizens living in each

other’s countries during the

7th Meeting of the India-UAE

Joint Committee on Consular

Affairs (JCCA).

The meeting was held in New

India and UAE reaffirm
commitment in ensuring safety, dignity of citizens

Delhi   and was co-chaired by

Sripriya Ranganathan, Secretary

(CPV &amp; OIA) and Omar

Obaid Mohammed Alhesan

Alshamsi, Undersecretary of the

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the

UAE, the Ministry of External

Affairs (MEA) stated on Thurs-

day.

The JCCA meeting was preceded

by technical-level discussions be-

tween the two sides on con-

sular issues, labour and mo-

bility-related issues and extra-

dition and mutual legal assis-

tance. According to the MEA,

a separate meeting took place

between the two sides to work

towards integrating India’s

DigiLocker with the UAE

platforms for seamless au-

thentication of Indian aca-

demic degrees/documents,

which will benefit Indian pro-

fessionals working in the

UAE and facilitate greater

economic and educational

opportunities.

"India and the UAE enjoy

warm and cordial relations

that cover all facets of bilat-

eral cooperation, including in

the economic, political, de-

fence, technology, cultural,

and energy domains, and are

anchored in the strong people-

to-people ties underpinned by

the 4.5 million-strong Indian

community in the UAE.

Ghazipur POCSO case:
Man sentenced to 12 years for
raping minor, fined Rs 25,000
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Ghazipur, July 28 : A district

court in Uttar Pradesh's Ghazipur

on Tuesday sentenced a man

convicted under the Protection of

Children from Sexual Offences

(POCSO) Act to 12 years of rig-

orous imprisonment and imposed

a fine of Rs 25,000. The judgment

was delivered by POCSO Court

Judge Ram Avtar Prasad, who

found the accused, Sikandar

Rajbhar, guilty of sexually assault-

ing a minor. Assistant Government

Advocate Ram Kumar Rai said

that Sikandar Rajbhar, a resident

of a village in the Kasimabad po-

lice station area.

Bihar: Dead baby snake
found in midday meal at Khagaria school
Patna, July 28 : Panic spread

at Kanya Madhya Vidyalaya in

Dhutauli Malpa village under

Chautham block of Bihar’s

Khagaria district on Tuesday

after a dead baby snake was al-

legedly found in the food

served under the Mid-Day

Meal (MDM) scheme. The in-

cident triggered fear among stu-

dents, with several children

complaining of illness, while

anxious parents and villagers

rushed to the school after learn-

ing about it. As a precaution-

ary measure, the affected stu-

dents were immediately shifted

to the Chautham Community

Health Centre (CHC) for medi-

cal examination and treatment.

The news spread rapidly, lead-

ing to a sudden influx of stu-

dents at the hospital and creat-

ing a brief rush at the 30–40-

bed facility. Although a female

sterilisation camp was under-

way at the CHC, medical per-

sonnel prioritised the treat-

ment of the schoolchildren.

Additional doctors were

called in to assist, and some

students experiencing se-

vere anxiety and weakness

were administered intrave-

nous (IV) fluids. Chautham

CHC In-charge Anil

Kumar said that, based on

preliminary medical as-

sessment, the incident did

not appear to be a case of

food poisoning. He ex-

plained that the discovery

of the snake created panic

among the children, lead-

ing many to experience

dizziness, restlessness,

headaches and weakness.



Beirut, July 28 : A delegation

of Lebanese lawmakers on Tues-

day delivered a letter signed by

86 parliament members to UN

Special Coordinator for Lebanon

Jean Arnault, urging the renewal

and continued presence of the

United Nations Interim Force in

Lebanon (UNIFIL), Lebanon's

official National News Agency

(NNA) reported.

The letter was handed to Arnault

in Beirut as part of a parliamen-

tary initiative supporting

UNIFIL's mission.

According to the NNA, the law-

makers said the broad cross-

Lebanese lawmakers
urge UN to renew UNIFIL mandate

party support reflects a national

consensus on the importance of

maintaining UNIFIL's presence in

southern Lebanon, citing its role

in preserving security and stabil-

ity, monitoring the implementa-

tion of UN Security Council Reso-

lution 1701, and helping prevent

further escalation.

The delegation argued that the

conditions that led to the establish-

ment of UNIFIL remain in place

due to continuing violations and

the fragile security situation,

Xinhua News Agency reported.

They said the peacekeeping force

should retain its full operational

mandate, especially during what

they described as a critical period

for Lebanon and the wider re-

gion. The lawmakers also

stressed that UNIFIL's role ex-

tends beyond maintaining secu-

rity, saying it would be essential

in supporting the implementa-

tion of future arrangements,

conducting demining and

unexploded ordnance clearance,

monitoring compliance, and as-

sisting the Lebanese Armed

Forces and state institutions in

extending government authority

across the country's territory.

They warned that reducing or end-

Bishkek, July 28: Union Min-

ister of State (MoS) for External

Affairs, Kirti Vardhan Singh,

held a meeting with Belarus'

Minister of Foreign Affairs,

Maxim Ryzhenkov, on the side-

lines of the Shanghai Coopera-

tion Organisation (SCO) Coun-

cil of Foreign Ministers' Meet-

ing in Kyrgyzstan's Cholpon Ata

on Tuesday. During the meeting,

the two ministers reviewed the

progress in bilateral cooperation

and also spoke about regional

and global issues of interest.

"Delighted to meet H.E. Mr.

Maxim Ryzhenkov, Minister of

Foreign Affairs of the Republic

of Belarus on the sidelines of the

SCO Council of Foreign Minis-

ters’ Meeting."

India and Belarus
continue work on enhancing
bilateral cooperation

Canberra, July 28 : The Austra-

lian government on Tuesday im-

posed sanctions on three Israeli in-

dividuals and four entities in re-

sponse to escalating settler vio-

lence against Palestinians in the

West Bank.

Announcing the sanctions in a

statement, Penny Wong,

Australia's Minister for Foreign

Affairs, said settler violence

against Palestinians in the West

Bank undermines Israel's security

and its standing in the world.

According to Wong, the individu-

als and entities will be subjected

to financial sanctions, making it

illegal for Australians to give them

money or assets, and the individu-

als will be banned from entering

Australia imposes
sanctions on Israeli settlers in West Bank

Australia, reports Xinhua news

agency. "For the first time, des-

ignated entities now include

farming outposts that serve as

hubs for settler violence," Wong

said. "Settler violence is used to

displace Palestinians and per-

petuate the settlement enterprise,

through destruction of property,

displacement of families, beat-

ings, sexual assault, and torture,

resulting in serious injuries and

deaths," she added.

Wong said that Australia coordi-

nated with partners, including

New Zealand, in imposing the

sanctions and that the measures

reflect Australia's commitment to

the security and future of Israel

and Palestine.

Quito, July 28 : Union Min-

ister of State for External Af-

fairs Pabitra Margherita met

Gabriela Sommerfeld,

Ecuador’s Minister of Foreign

and Human Mobility Affairs,

during his official visit to the

Latin American country.

Both sides explored opportu-

MoS Margherita meets Foreign Minister of Ecuador, discusses strengthening bilateral ties
nities to deepen cooperation in po-

litical, trade, pharmaceuticals,

training and capacity building, as

well as other areas of shared in-

terest. During the meeting the two

leaders signed a Memorandum of

Understanding(MoU) on coopera-

tion between the diplomatic train-

ing institutions of India and Ec-

uador. “Had a fruitful meeting

with Gabriela Sommerfeld, Min-

ister of Foreign and Human Mo-

bility Affairs of Ecuador. Dis-

cussed ways to strengthen bilat-

eral relations, including in po-

litical, trade, pharmaceuticals,

training and capacity building

and other areas of mutual priori-

ties. Signed an MoU on coopera-

tion between our diplomatic

training institutions,”

Margherita posted on X on Tues-

day. On Tuesday, the MoS and

Foreign Minister Gabriela

Sommerfeld jointly inaugurated

the resident Embassy of India in

Ecuador’s capital Quito, under-

scoring India’s commitment to

strengthening its partnership

with Ecuador. Taking to X,

Margherita wrote, “Honoured

and delighted to jointly inaugu-

rate the resident Embassy of In-

dia in Quito with Gabriela

Sommerfeld, Foreign Minister

of Ecuador.

US senator questions Nvidia's China claims
Washington, July 28 : A senior

US senator has questioned

whether Nvidia's advanced artifi-

cial intelligence chips are continu-

ing to reach China despite Ameri-

can export restrictions, citing a

series of criminal cases that alleg-

edly involved the diversion of hun-

dreds of millions of dollars worth

of the company's technology.

Senator Elizabeth Warren, the top

Democrat on the Senate Banking

Committee, said recent Justice

Department cases raise "urgent

questions" about Nvidia's compli-

ance with US export-control laws,

the oversight exercised by its

board of directors and the poten-

tial risks to US national security.

In a letter sent Tuesday to Nvidia

Executive Vice President and Gen-

eral Counsel Tim Teter and Audit

Committee Chair Brooke Seawell,

Warren requested information

about the company's compliance

practices and the accuracy of its

public statements regarding the

diversion of advanced AI chips to

China.

The Massachusetts Democrat

pointed to multiple enforcement

actions brought by the US Depart-

ment of Justice. According to her

letter, those cases allege schemes

involving the unlawful diversion

of Nvidia products, including mil-

lions of dollars in graphics pro-

cessing units routed to China

through Malaysia and Thailand,

exports and attempted exports of

$160 million in H100 and H200

chips, and $510 million in diverted

servers.

Warren argued that the allegations

undermine statements made by

Nvidia Chief Executive Officer

Jensen Huang, who has publicly

said there was "no evidence of any

AI chip diversion" and that

Nvidia's market share in China

had "dropped to zero."

"These recent indictments and al-

legations raise urgent questions

about whether NVIDIA's Board of

Directors is exercising meaning-

ful oversight over the company's

compliance with export con-

trols—and about the risk posed to

investors and our national secu-

rity," Warren wrote.

The senator said federal regula-

tions prohibit unlicensed exports

of advanced AI chips to embar-

goed countries, including China,

and require companies to exercise

heightened diligence when prod-

ucts face a risk of diversion or

misuse. She cited government

guidance warning exporters to

investigate "red flags" that could

indicate an inappropriate end

user, destination or use.

Among the cases cited by War-

ren was a March 2026 indict-

ment involving three individuals

linked to Super Micro Computer,

commonly known as

Supermicro. Prosecutors alleged

they conspired to export more

than $510 million worth of serv-

ers loaded with restricted Nvidia

products to China.

Warren noted that Nvidia contin-

ues to list Supermicro in its part-

ner network and that the server

maker recently said it continues

to expand its partnership with

Nvidia.

The letter also referenced reports

suggesting that several Nvidia

cloud partners in Southeast Asia

may have been linked to the di-

version of export-controlled AI

chips. Warren pointed specifi-

cally to reports alleging that

Nvidia chips were routed to Chi-

nese technology giant Alibaba

through a Thailand-based com-

pany.

Brussels, July 28 : The Coun-

cil of the European Union

(EU) announced that member

states had reached an agree-

ment on amending the Euro-

pean climate law and ap-

proved updated 2035 emis-

sion-reduction targets for the

EU and member states.

According to the document,

the Council maintained the

European Commission's pro-

posal for an intermediate cli-

mate target for 2040 of a 90

per cent reduction in net

greenhouse gas emissions

compared to 1990 levels,

Xinhua news agency reported.

EU Council agrees
position on amendment to European climate law

The document sets out the

Council's position for subse-

quent negotiations with the

European Parliament that

will shape the final text of the

legislation. It clarifies some

areas of flexibility included

in the Commission's proposal

and introduces a biennial as-

sessment to track progress to-

wards intermediate targets.

On the same day, the Coun-

cil also approved an updated

nationally determined contri-

bution of the EU and mem-

ber states, which will be sub-

mitted ahead of COP30 in

Brazil.

Tokyo, July 28 : A fire broke out

early on Tuesday in Japan's Seto

City, Aichi Prefecture, destroy-

ing two residential buildings and

leaving two confirmed dead, lo-

cal media reported.  The fire was

reported around 2.30 a.m. local

time by a neighbour who alerted

the police about a house engulfed

in flames, Xinhua news agency

reported quoting the public

broadcaster NHK. Firefighters

dispatched 14 fire trucks to the

scene and managed to extinguish

the blaze after more than four

hours.

According to police and fire of-

ficials, the fire destroyed two ad-

jacent two-story wooden houses.

Two bodies were discovered in

the remains of one of the homes.

The house was believed to be oc-

cupied by a family of five, and

authorities are working to con-

firm the identities of the dead.

Two killed in house fire
in Japan's Aichi prefecture

Washington, July 28 : The op-

eration to rescue fighter pilots

projected military dominance,

with top officials asserting that

it demonstrated unmatched ca-

pability and warning adversar-

US touts military
dominance after Iran rescue

ies of America’s reach. De-

fence Secretary Pete Hegseth

said the mission showed why

the US has “the greatest

fighting force the world has

ever known.”
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Kolkata, July 28 : The West

Bengal Education Department

on Tuesday directed all state-run

and government-aided colleges

and universities in the state to

submit their audit reports within

the next 30 days.

The authorities of such colleges

and universities, which do not

have an elected students' union,

have been asked to immediately

stop charging “students’ union

fees” from students.

“Currently, there is no elected

student union in any higher edu-

cational institution in the state.

According to the rules, if there

is no elected students’ union in

any state-run or state-union col-

lege or university, no funds or

fees can be collected from the

students as the ‘student union

fee’.

But exactly this had been going

on in all such colleges and uni-

versities for so long.

Therefore, all state-run and state-

aided colleges and universities

have been instructed to immedi-

ately stop collecting 'student

union fee', till the time elected

students’ unions are there,” said

a state education department of-

Bengal govt directs all state-run, aided
colleges, universities to submit audit reports in 30 days

ficial who refused to be named.

At the same time, he added, the

authorities of such colleges and

universities have been asked to

mention in their respective audit

reports the funds collected by

them as “students' union fees”

during the period when elected

students’ unions were not there

and under which title the funds

were spent.

It is learnt that the state education

department has also cautioned the

authorities of such colleges and

universities about disciplinary ac-

tion as per rules, in case the au-

dit reports are not submitted

within 30 days.

Academic circles believe that

once these audit reports are filed

and, subsequently compiled,

there is a possibility of unearth-

ing a financial scam in the edu-

cation system in the state, which

was severely tarnished during

the previous Mamata Banerjee-

led Trinamool Congress regime

following the multi-crore cash-

for-school-job case.

Since the Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP) government in West Ben-

gal led by Chief Minister

Suvendu Adhikari took charge,

the focus has been on cleaning

up the state's education system.

In the school education sector,

similar reforms were initiated by

the new state government ear-

lier this month, when the state

school education department

announced new rules for elec-

tions of governing body mem-

bers to free such bodies of po-

litical influence.

As per a blueprint worked out

by the state school education

department, all the governing

body members  wi l l  be  in-

ducted on an “election-basis”

and not on a “selection-basis,”

which was practised during the

previous Trinamool Congress

regime.

The only exception will be for

the post of governing body

secretary, who by default is the

headmaster or headmistress of

the school concerned.

New Delhi, July 28 : India has been

honoured with the International Social

Security Association (ISSA) Good

Practice Award for Asia and Pacific

2024, presented by Dr Mohammed

Azman, President of ISSA, at the Re-

gional Social Security Forum in

Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, the Union Min-

istry for Labour and Employment an-

nounced on Tuesday.

Employees’ Provident Fund

Organisation (EPFO) received five

Certificates of Merit for Communica-

tion channels, E-proceedings: A case

on the use of information and commu-

nication technology in justice deliv-

ery, Massive district outreach

programme (Nidhi Aapke Nikat),

Multilingual call centres and Prayaas

initiative. The awards were received

by Ashok Kumar Singh, DG, ESIC on

behalf of EPFO.

India wins global award
for social security steps

Mathura, July 28 : The Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana

(PMAY), a flagship initiative of the Central govern-

ment, aims to provide affordable housing for all under

the vision of 'Housing for All.'  The scheme was

launched to help low-income families realise the dream

of owning a brick and mortar home, transforming the

lives of many, including Saraswati Dasi and her hus-

band, Astik Das, residents of Radhakund in Mathura.

The couple has thanked Prime Minister Narendra Modi

for this initiative. For Saraswati and Astik, the scheme

has brought significant change as they now live in a

pucca house. Saraswati Dasi shared, "We are getting a

major benefit from it. Earlier, we had just one room,

but now we have more rooms. We did not have a kitchen

but now we have our own kitchen in which we make

our food. It’s a really good initiative for poor people

like us. PM Modi has done a wonderful job in this."

Astik Das added, "We used to live in a rented house,

and it was really difficult. Now, thanks to PMAY, we

have our own home. I hope many more poor families

like ours will benefit from this initiative.

Mathura couple fulfils

dream of owning house through PMAY

New Delhi, July 28 : The Centre on Turdday approved

the appointment of Bihar cadre IAS officer Prashanth

Kumar as the Private Secretary to the Union Minister

for Environment, Forest and Climate Change,

Bhupender Yadav. The order issued by the Centre's

Department of Personnel said that the appointment

Bihar cadre IAS officer appointed
Private Secy to Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav

"at the level of Deputy Secretary is

for a period of five years with ef-

fect from the date of assumption of

the charge of the post or on co-ter-

minus basis with the Minister or till

he ceases to function.

Kolkata, July 28 : A Border Security

Force (BSF) jawan on Tuesday entered

the BSF camp in Baishnabnagar in

Malda district and opened fire indis-

criminately, killing two fellow jawans.

The accused has been arrested follow-

ing the shocking incident.

According to BSF sources, two soldiers

lost their lives while another person was

seriously injured. Sources said the ac-

cused jawan had earlier been accused of

firing at his colleagues a year ago and

was punished under BSF law. That pun-

ishment expired a few days ago, after

which the latest incident occurred.

The headquarters of the 119th and 71st

battalions of the BSF are located in

Bidhannagar, Malda. On Tuesday after-

noon, Shivam Mishra allegedly fired at

his colleagues there. He is a resident of

Chhattisgarh. The deceased have been

identified as Ajay Kumar Singh, 51, from

the Manjhi area of Chhapra district in

Bihar, and Ambadar Suresh Dargu, 37,

from Gadchiroli in Maharashtra. The

injured jawan, Vikas Brahm, 44, from

Mohanda village under Polba Police Sta-

tion in Hooghly district.

Bengal: BSF jawan opens
fire in Malda camp, kills two colleagues

Mumbai, July 28 :

Maharashtra BJP leader

Hitesh Jain has called for an

investigation into the alleged

connections of opposition

leaders, including Leader of

Opposition Rahul Gandhi,

with the Organized Crime

and Corruption Reporting

Project (OCCRP). The

OCCRP, reportedly funded

by billionaire investor

George Soros' Open Society

Foundation, has often been a

centre of controversy in In-

dia.  Jain accused Rahul

Gandhi and his political al-

lies of leveraging OCCRP

reports to tarnish India’s im-

age and disrupt parliamen-

tary proceedings. “George

Soros funds the Open Soci-

ety Foundation, which, in

turn, supports OCCRP.

BJP's Hitesh Jain seeks
probe into Rahul Gandhi’s
alleged links with OCCRP

New Delhi, July 28 : Delhi Chief Minis-

ter, Rekha Gupta, held discussions with

Mario Voigt, Minister-President of the

German state of Thuringia, and a high-

level delegation at the Delhi Secretariat,

focussing on expanding cooperation

across key areas, including urban devel-

opment, technology, governance and skill

development.

Delhi CM Gupta holds talks with German
delegation on urban development, technology cooperation

During the meeting, both sides

explored opportunities for col-

laboration in smart urban devel-

opment, sustainable infrastruc-

ture, digital governance and in-

novation-driven public ser-

vices. The discussions also cov-

ered mobility solutions, water

management.

New Delhi, July 28 :  India reaf-

firmed its commitment to an open,

transparent and WTO-consistent

multilateral trade regime at the

country’s Eighth Trade Policy Re-

view (TPR), which concluded on

Tuesday at the World Trade Organi-

zation in Geneva.

In his closing statement to the WTO

Membership, Commerce Secretary

Rajesh Agarwal highlighted India’s

commitment to an open, transparent

and predictable trade and investment

regime.

India reaffirms commitment
to WTO-consistent trade regime
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UP Cong leaders seek political
accountability on paper leak issue after PM Modi’s address
Lucknow, July 28 : Uttar

Pradesh Congress leaders on

Tuesday intensified their at-

tack on the Centre over the al-

leged examination paper leak

issue, questioning why Union

Education Minister

Dharmendra Pradhan has not

been asked to resign and alleg-

ing that students protesting

over the controversy were be-

ing subjected to police action.

Speaking in Lucknow, Con-

gress leader Akhilesh Pratap

Singh said the government’s

response to repeated paper leak

incidents had been inadequate and

accused it of failing to address

systemic flaws in the country’s

examination process.

“These are all excuses. Examina-

tion papers have been leaking for

more than five years. Rahul

Gandhi has repeatedly raised the

issue, saying that there are seri-

ous flaws in our education system,

examination system, and the over-

all process, and that these need to

be fixed. Why hasn’t the govern-

ment addressed these problems?”

Singh told IANS.

He further alleged that those re-

sponsible for the leaks had not

been held accountable. “It is their

own people who are responsible

for the paper leaks. Why hasn’t the

minister been asked to resign?” he

asked. Referring to the ongoing

protests by students, Singh

claimed that demonstrators and

Opposition leaders were facing

repression. “Students protesting

are being subjected to brutal ba-

ton charges, and the entire Oppo-

sition is being harassed for

raising these issues. Parlia-

ment is not being allowed to

function properly whenever

the Opposition seeks to press

its demands,” he alleged.

Echoing similar concerns,

Uttar Pradesh Congress Presi-

dent Ajay Rai accused the

government of attempting to

divert attention from larger

issues by suppressing student

protests. “It is extremely un-

fortunate. To divert attention

from the issues of donation

theft and fund misappropria-

tion, they are completely sup-

pressing the voices of children

today. They are beating them

with batons and humiliating

them,” Rai said.

Manoj Kumar Agarwal's
term as Bengal CS extended by six months
Kolkata, July 28 : The Union

government has approved the

proposal from the West Ben-

gal government for extension

of the tenure of the state's

Chief Secretary Manoj

Kumar Agarwal for six

months. A notification on this

count had been issued by the

State Personnel and Admin-

istrative Reforms Department

on Tuesday evening, notify-

ing Agarwal's extension as the

State Chief Secretary for six

months. According to the no-

tification, Agarwal will con-

tinue as Chief Secretary for a

total of six months from August

1, 2026 to January 31, 2027.

On July 23, a letter was sent to

the State Secretariat Nabanna

from the Department of Per-

sonnel and Training (DoPT)

under the Union Ministry of

Personnel.



Ahmedabad, July 28 : Adani

Portfolio on Tuesday announced

it has delivered the highest an-

nual capex by any Indian corpo-

rate at Rs 1,52,967 crore ($16.1

billion) in FY26, with asset base

now standing at Rs 7,85,098

crore ($82.2 billion), reflecting

accelerated investment cycle.

EBITDA for FY26 reached an

all-time high of Rs 94,834 crore

New Delhi, July 28 :  The

European Commission on

Tuesday fined Google a com-

bined 890 million euros ($1

billion) for violating the

bloc’s digital competition

rules, with regulators accus-

ing the technology giant of

favouring its own services

and restricting competition in

its app ecosystem.  The Eu-

ropean Commission, the EU’s

executive arm, imposed a 460

million euros penalty over

Google’s search-related prac-

tices and another 430-million

euro fine linked to its Google

Play app store rules.

Google is required to comply

with the Commission's deci-

sions within 60 days, other-

New Delhi, July 28 : India's

textile and apparel industry

will require 14 million addi-

tional skilled workers over the

coming decade to fully capit-

alise on emerging domestic

and global opportunities, a

report said on Tuesday citing

industry estimates.

EU slaps $1 billion fine

on Google for violating digital competition rules
wise it risks periodic penalty pay-

ments of up to 5 per cent of its

total worldwide turnover.

The Commission said in a state-

ment that it found that Google

gives preferential treatment to its

own services, including shopping,

hotels, transport and sports results,

over those of third parties in

Google Search, thereby breaching

its obligations under the DMA.

“Google has fallen short of effec-

tive compliance with the Digital

Markets Act, and today we have

taken decisive yet balanced en-

forcement action sanctioning

these breaches. The best prod-

ucts should succeed because

they're better,  not because

they're owned by the company

running the search engine,” said

Teresa Ribera, Executive Vice-

President for Clean, Just and

Competitive Transition.

Under the DMA, app develop-

ers that distribute their apps via

Google Play should be able to

inform customers – free of

charge – of alternative, often

cheaper, offers, and to direct

them to those offers to make pur-

chases, for example on websites

or alternative app stores.

The Commission found that

Google failed to comply with

that obligation.

“In particular, Google pre-

vents app developers from

freely communicating and

promoting offers and con-

cluding contracts with users

in distribution channels of

their choice, including third-

party app stores,” the state-

ment said.

Adani Portfolio delivers highest annual capex
by any Indian corporate at Rs 1,52,967 crore in FY26

($10 billion), up 5.6 per cent

year-on-year -- with core infra-

structure contributing 87 per

cent of earnings. Nearly 80 per

cent of investments were di-

rected towards core infrastruc-

ture platforms spanning en-

ergy, utilities, transport and

logistics, according to India’s

leading infrastructure and utili-

ties portfolio.

Textile, apparel industry to create
14 million jobs over next decade: Report

India's textile and apparel sector

currently provides employment to

nearly 46 million people. Govern-

ment and industry projections es-

timate that employment could rise

to around 60 million by 2030, in-

dustry leaders and policymakers

said at a workshop organised by

the Apparel, Made-Ups &amp;

Home Furnishing Sector Skill

Council (AMHSSC).

India's apparel market is projected

to reach $130-150 billion by 2030,

growing at a 10-12 per cent com-

pound annual growth rate

(CAGR), the statement said.

The surge is driven by consumers

increasingly seeking differenti-

ated products across multiple

occasions and placing greater

emphasis on fashion trends

and value.

The event brought together

industry leaders, exporters,

manufacturers, training part-

ners and policymakers to de-

liberate on the future skill re-

quirements of India's rapidly

evolving textile and apparel

ecosystem. Manisha

Sensarma, Senior Economic

Advisor.

New Delhi, July 28 : US tech giant Microsoft

announced on Tuesday that it will provide in-

country processing for Microsoft 365 Copilot in-

teractions in four countries including India by the

end of CY2025.  Further, Microsoft will expand

this option to eleven more countries, the release

said, adding that in-country data processing for

Microsoft 365 Copilot interactions, will enhance

customer control over AI data.

Further in-country data processing can also im-

prove performance by reducing latency, deliver-

ing an even more responsive Copilot experience,

the company said. By the end of 2025, customers

in Australia, the United Kingdom, India, and Ja-

pan will have the option for Copilot interactions

to be processed within their national borders.

In 2026, the capability will expand to Canada,

Germany, Italy, Malaysia, Poland, South Africa,

Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, the United Arab

Emirates, and the United States.

Microsoft to offer in-country Copilot
data processing in India by 2026-end

Mumbai, July 28 :  E-commerce

company Meesho Limited on Tues-

day reported a consolidated net loss

of Rs 132.8 crore for the first quarter

of FY27, while its revenue rose 48.3

per cent year-on-year, driven by

strong growth in orders and transact-

ing users.

The company posted a net loss of Rs

132.8 crore for the quarter ended June

30, 2026, compared with a loss of Rs

289.3 crore in the corresponding pe-

riod last fiscal (Q1 FY26), according

to its stock exchange filing.

Revenue from operations increased to

Rs 3,713 crore from Rs 2,504 crore a

year earlier, it added in its filing.

“AI is becoming foundational across

every layer of our business, from

product discovery and seller growth

to logistics and engineering,” Dhiresh

Bansal, Chief Financial Officer at

Meesho, said.

Meesho Q1 results: Net
loss stands at Rs 132.8 crore

New Delhi, July 28 :

Pakistan's inability to trans-

late massive infrastructure in-

vestments under the China-

Pakistan Economic Corridor

(CPEC) into sustained indus-

trial growth and economic

competitiveness has emerged

as the project's biggest short-

coming, according to a new

analysis.

The report cited by Business

Recorder argues that the de-

bate surrounding CPEC has

become polarized, with one

side describing it as a trans-

formational success that

modernised Pakistan's infra-

structure and the other blam-

ing it for many of the

country's economic prob-

lems.

However, it says both narra-

tives overlook the central is-

sue -- the country's failure to

develop the complementary

policies and institutions

needed to maximise the ben-

efits of the investment.

With an investment envelope

of nearly $62 billion, CPEC

Pakistan failed to convert CPEC
investments into sustained economic growth : Analysis

enabled Pakistan to build

roads, power plants, electric-

ity transmission systems and

develop Gwadar Port.

Despite these investments,

the country continues to

grapple with rising electric-

ity tariffs, mounting circular

debt, weak industrial com-

petitiveness and an

underutilised Gwadar Port,

the report mentioned.

According to the analysis, the

problem was not a lack of in-

vestment but shortcomings in

planning and execution.

The power sector is cited as

the clearest example. While

Pakistan rapidly expanded

electricity generation capac-

ity to address chronic power

shortages, reforms in trans-

mission, distribution.

New Delhi, July 28 : India on

Tuesday achieved a major mile-

stone in indigenous aero-engine

technology with the successful

development of the country's

first expendable turbojet engine

in the 350 kg thrust class, de-

signed by the Defence Research

and Development Organisation's

(DRDO) Gas Turbine Research

Establishment (GTRE).  Accord-

ing to the Ministry of Defence,

the engine was successfully

realised and delivered to GTRE

by Hyderabad-based Azad Engi-

neering on July 22, marking a

significant step forward in India's

efforts to strengthen self-reliance

in advanced aerospace and de-

fence technologies.

DRDO develops
indigenous 350 kg thrust
turbojet engine

Infosys announces Ashiss
Kumar Dash as CEO-Designate, Salil
Parekh to step down after 9 years
Bengaluru, July 28 : IT bellwether

Infosys on Tuesday announced that

its CEO and Managing Director Salil

Parekh will step down from his role

after nine years at the helm, as the

company appointed Ashiss Kumar

Dash as CEO-Designate.

The company said Parekh will step

down effective from April 1, 2027.

Parekh, who joined Infosys in Janu-

ary 2018, is the longest-serving

non-founder CEO in the

company's history.

His current five-year term was

scheduled to end on March

31, 2027. “The Board is de-

lighted to appoint Dash as

CEO-designate.

Uber invests in ONDC to

strengthen India's digital infrastructure push

New Delhi, July 28 : Ride-

hailing platform Uber on

Tuesday announced a strate-

gic investment in the Open

Network for Digital Com-

merce (ONDC), which is one of

the earliest investments by a glo-

bal technology company in India’s

open digital commerce network.

The company said the investment

deepens its commitment to India’s

Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI)

ecosystem and reflects its long-term

strategy of building mobility and

logistics services through open and

interoperable networks.

The investment builds on Uber’s ex-

isting partnership with ONDC and

follows the

company’s earlier

integration with

the network.

As part of the ex-

panded collabora-

tion, Uber said it

will work closely

with ONDC to in-

crease access to

multimodal trans-

portation solu-

tions.
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Sidra Amin breaks into top 10, Sri Lanka
stars surge in latest women's ODI rankings
Dubai, July 28 : Pakistan batter Sidra Amin

has returned to the top 10 of the ICC Women's

ODI batting rankings after her century

against Sri Lanka, while a string of Sri

Lankan players have also been rewarded for

their performances following the opening two

matches of the ongoing ICC Women's Cham-

pionship series.

Sidra has been Pakistan's standout performer

with the bat across the first two ODIs, high-

lighted by a composed century in the second

fixture, her seventh in the format. The innings

has lifted the experienced right-hander one

place to ninth in the ODI batting rankings,

moving her ahead of India skipper

Harmanpreet Kaur and back into the elite

group of batters in the format.

Pakistan also celebrated a sizeable rise for

opening batter Gull Feroza, who climbed 18

positions to occupy 54th place after making

valuable contributions during the series.

Although Pakistan posted 273/5 in the second

ODI, Sri Lanka completed a successful chase

with 19 balls to spare, and their batters were

among the biggest beneficiaries of the

rankings update.

Leading the charge was Vishmi Gunarathne,

whose match-winning 123 propelled her 16

places to 39th in the ODI batting rankings.

The century not only anchored Sri Lanka's

chase but also marked one of the most sig-

nificant gains in the latest rankings revision.

CWG 2026: IOA prez PT Usha hails
Kushare, Sharmila, Shilpa on medal wins
Glasgow, July 28 : Indian Olympic Association (IOA)

President PT Usha lauded India's athletes after a

memorable day at the Commonwealth Games, con-

gratulating high jumper Sarvesh Kushare and para-

shot putters Sharmila and Shilpa Shyla for their medal-

winning performances that added to the country's

growing tally in Glasgow. Taking to social media fol-

lowing India's successful outing, Usha praised the

athletes for their efforts and described the day's

achievements as another positive step in the nation's

Commonwealth Games campaign.

“A spectacular end to last evening for our #TeamIndia.

Proud of the athletes &amp; their efforts. Congratu-

lations to Sarvesh Kushare on his Silver win in High

Jump, and Sharmila on her Gold, &amp; Shilpa Shyla

on her Bronze in the Women’s Shot Put F57 event. A

lovely day to build on,” the IOA President wrote on

X. Sharmila scripted history by clinching gold in the

women's shot put F57 with a season-best throw of

9.81 metres, becoming the first Indian para-athlete to

win a Commonwealth Games gold medal. Her vic-

tory also ended India's two-decade wait for a para-

athletics medal at the Games. India's celebrations

doubled in the same event as Shilpa Shyla secured

bronze following a successful post-event protest.

Raina recalls 'culture of fielding'

that shaped India's finest fielders
New Delhi, July 28 : Former

India cricketer Suresh Raina

reflected on the discipline and

preparation that transformed

India's fielding standards dur-

ing his playing days, explain-

ing how a culture built around

relentless practice helped pro-

duce one of the country's fin-

est fielding units.

Speaking about the methods

adopted during his early years,

the influence of senior players,

and a memorable on-field col-

lision in Australia, Raina offered

insight into the work ethic, role

models, and lessons that defined

his career in the field. He credited

a demanding practice routine and

the high standards set within the

Uttar Pradesh dressing room for

laying the foundation of his repu-

tation as one of India's most de-

pendable fielders.

"We had created a culture of field-

ing. All the players used to come

in half an hour early because field-

ing was always the first part of our

training sessions. It wasn't like

many fielding sessions today,

where you take a few catches and

feel the job is done. Back then, we

would practise high catches sepa-

rately, do ground fielding sepa-

rately, slip catches separately, and

parallel catches. We would also

place a single stump in the middle.

As Kaif bhai was always our UP

captain, he used to say, 'You'll only

make the playing XI if you hit the

stump with a direct throw," Raina

told JioStar.

Raina said those demanding sessions eventu-

ally became the backbone of his development,

while also highlighting the players who inspired

him throughout his journey.

"It's always special to be appreciated by Jonty

Rhodes, who has always been our idol. In UP, I

learned so much from Kaif bhai and otherwise,

Yuvraj Singh, because they used to field at point

and cover, while I stayed at mid-off. In all the

matches we played for India together, we never

let the ball go past us,” he added.

The former left-hander also revisited one of the

most dramatic moments of his international

career, recalling a painful collision with Irfan

Pathan during an ODI in Sydney that left a last-

ing impression on him. Raina described how

his attention remained fixed on the ball while

chasing a top edge off Ravindra Jadeja's bowl-

ing against David Warner.

CWG is another opportunity to represent India,
I'll make the most of it: Hurdler Santhosh Tamilarasan
Mumbai, July 28 : Indian

hurdler Santhosh Kumar

Tamilarasan believes consis-

tency and confidence have

put him in the ideal position

to make an impact at the

Commonwealth Games in

Glasgow, with the athlete en-

tering the competition on the

back of the finest season of

his career.

The 28-year-old has emerged

as one of India's leading

400m hurdlers after a break-

through 2026 campaign that saw

him claim bronze in the 400m

hurdles and gold in the mixed

4x400m relay at the Asian Athlet-

ics Championships. A member of

India's 4x400m relay squad at the

Paris 2024 Olympics, Santhosh

also lowered his personal best to

49.06 seconds this season and

opened the year by winning the In-

dian Athletics Series in

Thiruvananthapuram.

With a series of impressive per-

formances boosting his confi-

dence, the Tamil Nadu athlete is

now focused on carrying that mo-

mentum into another major inter-

national championship.

Reflecting on his journey over the

past two years, Santhosh said ev-

ery tournament presents a fresh

challenge despite the confidence

gained from recent success. "The

last two years have been very im-

portant for me as an athlete.

Malaysia Ladies golf: Guntas
Kaur Sandhu tied for 2nd spot, Ceerat
in sixth place on opening day
Selangor (Malaysia), July 28 : Chandigarh’s

Guntas Kaur Sandhu carded a brilliant one-

over 73 to take the tied second spot along

with three others after the opening round of

the coveted Malaysia Ladies Amateur Open

in Selangor, Malaysia, on Tuesday. The 15-year-

old is part of a two-member Indian team sent

by the Indian Golf Union (IGU), the National

Sports Federation (NSF) recognised by

the Ministry of Youth Affairs &amp;

Sports (MYAS), Government of India.

Panchkula’s Ceerat Kang carded a two-

over 74 at the par-72 Glenmarie Golf

&amp; Country Club.

'She makes everyone
feel valued': Perry
hails Molineux's
captaincy after T20 WC win
Sydney, July 28 : Austra-

lian veteran Ellyse Perry

has heaped praise on cap-

tain Sophie Molineux, say-

ing her leadership helped

the team produce some of

the best cricket it has ever

played as Australia

clinched a record-extend-

ing seventh ICC Women’s

T20 World Cup title at

Lord’s cricket ground ear-

lier this month.

Australia defeated En-

gland by seven wickets in

the final to complete an

unbeaten campaign, with

Molineux leading the side

to the title in her first ICC

tournament as captain.

Gukesh to face challenger
Sindarov in World Chess Championship match at Geneva
Mumbai, July 28: India's reigning World

Champion D Gukesh will take on challenger

Javokhir Sindarov in the FIDE World Chess

Championship Match 2026 at Geneva, Swit-

zerland, from November 25 to December 15,

2026, the sport's global governing body

FIDE announced on Tuesday.

Both Gukesh, who became the World Cham-

pion by beating China's Ding Liren in

Singapore in 2024, and Uzbekistan's

Sindarov, who came through the

FIDE Challenger Tournament,

will be 20 years old when the

event begins.
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