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Costa Coffee's India

store count declines for 1st time in

over five years to 198
British coffee chain Costa Coffee

saw its store network in India

shrink for the first time in more

than five years....

CWG 2026: 'Returning to sport after

being a mother taught me to be

more patient,' says Seema Kaliramna
India's leading discus thrower

Seema Kaliramna has revealed

that returning to competitive sport

after motherhood...

Farmers must be made aware of Super El Niño : Deputy CM Pawan Kalyan
Amaravati, July 30: Irrigation

Minister Nimmala Rama

Naidu met with Deputy Chief

Minister Pawan Kalyan on

Thursday. They discussed the

prevailing Super El Niño con-

ditions. Pawan suggested cre-

ating awareness among farm-

ers about the Super El Niño

phenomenon and the resulting

irrigation water crisis in the

state. He urged officials to hold di-

rect meetings with farmers and ex-

plain the situation. He emphasized

the need to focus on exploring al-

ternative measures to resolve the

crisis. Pawan Kalyan thanked

Nimmala for releasing 1,000

cusecs of water from the Yeleru

project.

Pawan stated that the release of

water has brought relief to farm-

ers in Pithapuram, Peddapuram,

and Jaggampeta regarding their

irrigation water needs. He sug-

gested conducting awareness cam-

paigns at the village level about

the impact of 'Super El Niño.' He

emphasized the need to create

awareness to ensure every farmer

enrolls in the PM Fasal Bima

Yojana. He also noted that every

drop of water is precious and

stressed the importance of preventing water wastage. He em-

phasized the need to focus on desilting canals and preventing

leaks in water embankments. He urged officials to pay special

attention to the Pithapuram area in Kakinada district. Deputy

CM Pawan Kalyan advised officials and public representa-

tives to take responsibility for raising awareness among farm-

ers about El Niño.

On this occasion, Minister Nimmala Ramanaidu called on

Pawan, who had undergone shoulder surgery. Nimmala ex-

pressed the hope that he would recover quickly and partici-

pate even more actively in public service.

Passage of Bill sends clear message
to those stealing students’ future : Lokesh
Amaravati, July 30 : Telugu Desam Party (TDP) Working

President and Andhra Pradesh Minister for Education, Nara

Lokesh, on Thursday congratulated students on the passage

of the Public Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means)

Amendment Bill, 2026 in the Lok Sabha, saying it sends a

clear message to those who try to steal future of students.

“Hearty congratulations to every student across the country

on the passage of the Public Examinations (Prevention of

Unfair Means) Amendment Bill, 2026 in the Lok Sabha,”

Lokesh posted on ‘X’.

“This law sends a clear message: Those who try to steal the

future of our students through paper leaks and exam fraud

will face the strictest consequences. Alongside legal action,

the Union Government has also initiated structural reforms

to strengthen the integrity of our examina-

tion system,” he said.

Lokesh, who is son of TDP national presi-

dent and Chief Minister N. Chandrabau

Naidu, stated that under the leadership of

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the gov-

ernment acted decisively after the NEET

paper leak - ensuring accountability,

reconducting the examination in time, and

protecting an entire academic year for

lakhs of students.

“The future of our youth is above politics.

Merit, integrity, and equal opportunity

must always prevail,” he added.

PM Modi holds high-level meeting

with Cabinet Ministers in Parliament office
New Delhi, July 30 : Prime Minister Narendra Modi

chaired a high-level meeting of his Cabinet minis-

ters, including Home Minister Amit Shah, Defence

Minister Rajnath Singh, External Affairs Minister

S. Jaishankar, and Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman, at his office in Parliament on Thursday.

Revanth announces foreign

study tours for govt teachers every year
Hyderabad, July 30  : Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy

has announced that foreign study tours will be arranged

for government teachers every year on the lines of IAS

and IPS officers embarked on other country visits to ac-

quire knowledge and upgrade their skills in the adminis-

tration. Interacting with the delegates of Finland and Ger-

many Exposure on Thursday, the Chief Minister said that

" From now on, we will provide teachers with opportuni-

ties to go abroad for further studies. Plans must be for-

mulated to ensure the government bears the costs required

for quality education,".

Revanth Reddy asserted that he was undertaking a slew

of initiatives not for politics or votes but to provide qual-

ity education to the poor. " Let us all pledge to carry the

education mission forward as we set out," he said.

Revanth Reddy instructed the authorities to prepare a re-

port by December outlining an action plan for the up-

coming academic year. The plans should be formulated

by taking every mandal into a cluster, he said.

The Chief Minister emphasised that students will excel

in life only when they are provided with

education and discipline. Backwardness is

not linked to assets or social status. Lack

of education is the true form of backward-

ness. The state government's main objec-

tive is to increase state revenue and dis-

tribute the benefits to the poor, he said.

Stating that the government is ready to ad-

dress the grievances of teachers, the Chief

Minister said the state government was

spending 1.08 lakh on each stu-

dent.

"Parents spend approximately

50,000 on children attending

private schools. We need to re-

flect on why parents prefer pri-

vate schools. Enrollment of one

lakh additional students this

year is a great achievement in

the school education," he said.

Hyderabad, July 30  : Minister

for Environment & Forests and

Endowments Konda Surekha,

accompanied by Commissioner

of Endowments Hanumantha

Rao, visited Governor Shiv

Pratap Shukla at Lok Bhavan on

Thursday.

During the meeting, the Minis-

ter extended an invitation to the

Governor to participate in the

upcoming Ashada Jatara

Konda Surekha invites

Governor to attend Lashkar Bonalu celebrations
(Lashkar Bonalu) festivities sched-

uled to take place in Secunderabad.

Earlier, the Governor released the

book Footprints in the Forests–

Memoirs of a Forester, authored by

former principal chief conservator

of Forests and Head of Forest

Force, Telangana, Paresh Kumar

Sharma at Lok Bhavan. Speaking

on the occasion, the Governor un-

derscored the importance of con-

serving forests and protecting
biodiversity, stressing the need for

sustained efforts to preserve the

country's natural heritage for

future generations.

Relentless rains raise
reservoir levels across Telangana
Hyderabad, July 30  : Inces-

sant rainfall driven by the

impact of a deep depression

continues to lash several

parts of Telangana, trigger-

ing severe swelling of local

streams and bringing heavy

flood inflows into major

reservoirs across the

Krishna and Godavari ba-

sins. Water levels have risen

sharply at the Jurala,

Sriramsagar and

Nizamsagar projects.

Bandi Sanjay seeks probe

into Telangana Panchayat Fund Utilisation
Hyderabad, July 30 : Union

Minister of State for Home Af-

fairs Bandi Sanjay Kumar has

sought a comprehensive and

impartial inquiry into the

utilisation of Central Finance

Commission funds by Gram

Panchayats in Telangana, alleg-

ing irregularities and violations

of prescribed guidelines.

In separate letters addressed to

Union Panchayat Raj Minister

Rajiv Ranjan Singh (Lalan

Singh) and Telangana Panchayat

Raj Minister Danasari Seethakka,

Bandi Sanjay claimed that several

Sarpanches had complained of

being pressured by officials to

spend Finance Commission

funds contrary to established

norms.

City CP Sajjanar Holds

Coordination meeting with Idol

Makers Ganesh idol celebrations
The Hyderabad City Police have

accelerated their preparatory ef-

forts to ensure the upcoming

Ganesh Utsavs...

VIJAYAWADA PUBLISHED FROM VIJAYAWADA & HYDERABAD4

www.theindianmail.in

FRIDAY, 31 JULY 2026 VOL : 09  No : 308   PAGES : 08

RNI No : APENG/2017/75833



04 GENERALnews04 GENERALnews02 THE INDIAN MAIL
www.theindianmail.inGENERAL NEWS

31 JULY 2026

FRIDAY, VIJAYAWADA

Priority given to the welfare of
weavers and the development of  the textile industry

District In-charge Minister and Minister for Marketing, Agriculture,

Handlooms & Textiles, and Cooperation: Tummala Nageswara Rao.

Rajanna Sircilla, July 30: In-

charge Minister Tummala

Nageswara Rao stated that the

state government is prioritizing

the welfare of Sircilla’s weav-

ers and the development of the

textile industry.

Ministers Tummala Nageswara

Rao, Ponnam Prabhakar, and

Adluri Laxman Kumar; Govern-

ment Whip and Vemulawada

MLA Adi Srinivas; District Col-

lector Garima Agrawal; and

MLAs Kavvampalli

Satyanarayana and Medipally

Satyam inaugurated works for junction de-

velopment, beautification, and the con-

struction of model bus shelters at Ragudu

(within Sircilla municipal limits) at a cost

of ¹ 3.22 crore. Subsequently, at a program

held on Thursday at the District Inte-

grated Office Complex (IDOC), the min-

isters, Government Whip, and MLAs

distributed ‘Thrift Fund’ scheme RD

passbooks to eligible beneficiaries.

Speaking on the occasion, District In-

charge Minister Tummala Nageswara Rao

remarked that Sircilla is synonymous with

handlooms and affirmed that the govern-

ment stands in support of the weavers’ hard

work. He noted that over ¹ 1,360 crore has

been provided to the handloom sector in the

last two years alone. It was stated that the gov-

ernment is focusing specially on providing

year-round employment to weavers, as well

as implementing security, insurance, and wel-

fare schemes. Speaking on the occasion.

Andhra liquor case:

Accused files surrender petition
Vijayawada, July 30 : An accused in the

Andhra Pradesh liquor scam has approached

the ACB Court in Vijayawada, seeking per-

mission to surrender before the court.

Saif Ahmed, who had allegedly left the coun-

try after the liquor scam case was registered,

filed a petition through his lawyers on Thurs-

day, seeking permission to surrender.

Accused number 10 in the case, Saif is one

of the key aides of Kesireddy Rajasekhar

Reddy alias Raj Kesireddy, the main accused

in the case.

Saif and other aides of Raj Kesireddy had

allegedly acted as handlers and logistics

coordinators for the bribes collected from

distilleries and supply companies.

SIT, which has so far arrested 17 accused in

the case, is likely to take Saif into custody

for questioning.

In a related case, the Supreme Court on

Wednesday dismissed the anticipatory bail

petition of former minister Karumuri

Venkata Nageswara Rao.

A bench of Chief Justice Surya Kant and

Justices Joymalya Bagchi and V Mohana

upheld the order passed by the Telangana

High Court on the anticipatory bail petition

in connection with the AP liquor transpor-

tation scam.

Hyderabad, July 30  :

An IndiGo flight carry-

ing Telangana Chief

Minister Revanth

Reddy, en route from

Delhi to Hyderabad, had

to perform a go-around

at Rajiv Gandhi Interna-

tional Airport

(Shamshabad Airport)

on Wednesday night.

The diversion was ne-

cessitated because the

aircraft did not receive

landing clearance due to

unfavourable weather

conditions.

The plane, flight num-

ber 6E717 with 229 pas-

sengers including the

Chief Minister, was

nearing its descent when

the pilot initiated a go-

around. After circling

for approximately 20

minutes.

Revanth's flight

makes go-around at

Hyderabad airport due

to bad weather

CS calls for comprehensive action

plan to boost Telangana exports
Hyderabad, July 30  :  Chief Secretary

Sanjay Jaju directed officials to prepare a

comprehensive action plan to accelerate the

State's export growth by addressing export-

ers' concerns, strengthening infrastructure,

exploring new international markets, and

implementing export-friendly policies.

Chairing the meeting of the

State Export Promotion Com-

mittee (SEPC) at the Secretariat

on Thursday, the Chief Secre-

tary instructed all concerned de-

partments to work.

Sridhar Babu ordersSridhar Babu ordersSridhar Babu ordersSridhar Babu ordersSridhar Babu orders
war-footing flood relief inwar-footing flood relief inwar-footing flood relief inwar-footing flood relief inwar-footing flood relief in
Godavarikhani, PeddapalliGodavarikhani, PeddapalliGodavarikhani, PeddapalliGodavarikhani, PeddapalliGodavarikhani, Peddapalli
Hyderabad, July 30

: Minister for IT and

Industries D. Sridhar

Babu directed offi-

cials to undertake

flood relief and reha-

bilitation measures

on a war footing in

G o d a v a r i k h a n i ,

Peddapalli and the

Singareni coal belt,

where incessant

heavy rainfall over

the past two days has

inundated several

residential colonies.

The Minister on

Thursday reviewed

the flood situation

through a video con-

ference.
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DCA seizes illegal

abortion kits worth Rs.47,672

in Nalgonda Raid
Nalgonda, July 30 (NSS): The

Telangana Drugs Control Ad-

ministration (DCA) seized 113

abortion kits worth Rs.47,672

from a wholesale Sri Laxmi

Medical Agencies at

Prakasham bazaar in Nalgonda

for allegedly stocking them

without valid purchase bills.

Officials said the Medical Ter-

mination of Pregnancy (MTP)

kits (abortion kits) were being

stored in violation of the Drugs

and Cosmetics Act. Samples

have been sent for analysis, and

further legal action is under-

way. The DCA warned that il-

legal sale of abortion kits is

punishable with imprisonment

of up to two years and appealed

to the public to report medi-

cine-related violations through

its toll-free helpline.

Public may report any com-

plaints regarding illegal activi-

ties related to medicines, as

well as any other suspected

manufacturing activities con-

cerning drugs.

TGCSB, DoT join hands

to crack down on Telecom-Enabled Cybercrime

Hyderabad, July 30 (NSS): The

Telangana Cyber Security Bureau

(TGCSB) and the Department of

Telecommunications (DoT) on

Thursday held a high-level coor-

dination meeting to strengthen ef-

forts against telecom-enabled

cybercrime, with a focus on faster

detection, investigation and citi-

zen protection.

The meeting, chaired by TGCSB

Director Shikha Goel, brought to-

gether senior officials from the

DoT, Intelligence Bureau, telecom

service providers and the cyber

security bureau. K Raja Sekhar,

Deputy Director General (Tech-

nology), and Hemant Rathwe,

Deputy Director General (Secu-

rity), represented the DoT.

Discussions centred on tackling

the misuse of SIM Boxes, tight-

ening SIM card verification,

curbing fraudulent multiple SIM

issuance, and improving mecha-

nisms to identify suspicious mo-

bile numbers linked to

cybercrime complaints. Partici-

pants also explored measures to

combat international spoofed

calls, VoIP-based frauds, telecom

identity masking, and phishing

links through enhanced techni-

cal collaboration.

Hyderabad, July 30  : In view

of the widespread rainfall across

Telangana over the past two

days, Roads & Buildings

(R&B) Minister Komatireddy

Venkat Reddy held a review

meeting at the Secretariat on

Thursday with senior officials

to assess the situation and pre-

paredness.

The Minister reviewed the con-

dition of roads, bridges, low-

level causeways, and culverts

Komatireddy orders
officials on high alert amid heavy rains

across the erstwhile districts

and R&B divisions, seeking

detailed reports on vulnerable

infrastructure.

Tajikistan seeks cultural
partnership with Telangana archives
Hyderabad, July 30  :

Tajikistan Ambassador to India,

Bobokalonzoda Lukmon, vis-

ited the Telangana State Ar-

chives on Monday and proposed

collaboration with the Telangana

government for translating, trans-

literating, and publishing rare

manuscripts under the India–

Tajikistan cultural exchange

programme.  The Ambassador

praised India's rich knowledge

heritage and expressed interest in

making the rare manuscripts ac-

cessible in the Tajik language. Telangana

State Archives Director Dr. Zareena

Parveen showcased rare Persian manu-

scripts, while officials highlighted the

institution's ongoing digitisation efforts.

Prof Akhtar Ali of the department of

Geography, Osmania University.

Free bus travel for women under the
Mahalakshmi scheme : Minister Ponnam Prabhakar

ggggg Ministers and Government Whip lay the

foundation stone for the modernization of the

Vemulawada bus station.

g g g g g Launch of an express bus service to Basara

via Korutla.

Vemulawada, July 30 :

Transport and BC Welfare

Minister Ponnam Prabhakar

stated that the free bus travel

facility for women under the

Mahalakshmi scheme is being

implemented effectively. On

Thursday, Transport Minister

Ponnam Prabhakar, Agricul-

ture Minister Tummala

Nageswara Rao, and Minister

Adluri Laxman Kumar laid

the foundation stone for the

modernization of the

Vemulawada-Thippapur bus

station. Subsequently, they

flagged off a new express bus

service to Basara via

Vemulawada and Korutla.

Speaking on the occasion,

Minister Ponnam Prabhakar

noted that the state govern-

ment fulfilled its promise by

implementing free bus travel

for women under the

Mahalakshmi scheme within

just 48 hours of assuming of-

fice. He mentioned that the

number of passengers using

RTC services has increased

significantly due to the free

travel facility for women. He

revealed that, alongside the

procurement of new buses,

the recruitment of staff is also

underway. He stated that the

Vemulawada bus station,

originally built in 1984, is

being modernized at a cost of

¹ 1.62 crore. He further noted

that approximately 250 buses

and 560 trips operate daily to

Vemulawada, a town re-

nowned as ‘Dakshina Kashi’

(Southern Kashi). He noted that a

new express bus service to Basara

via Korutla had been launched and

recalled that bus connectivity to

Mumbai had also been provided

previously.

He stated that the RTC, which was

once running at a loss, has been

steered toward profitability and

that promises made to employees

are being implemented in a phased

manner. He explained that 50,000

people travel from the

Vemulawada bus station daily. He

revealed that under the

Mahalakshmi scheme, women

have saved ¹ 11,668 crore by avail-

ing of free travel. He mentioned

that 2,600 new buses have been

purchased. He also disclosed

that bus stations across the state

are being developed at a cost

of approximately ¹ 100 crore,

and that outstanding PF dues

(approx. ¹ 1,000 crore) and

CCS dues (¹ 600 crore) owed

to RTC employees have been

cleared.

Speaking on the occasion, Min-

ister Tummala Nageswara Rao

stated that bus stations are be-

ing modernized alongside in-

frastructure development in the

state’s prominent temple

towns. He noted that Telangana

RTC, as the country’s largest

public transport organization, is

successfully providing free

travel for women.

City CP Sajjanar Holds Coordination
meeting with Idol Makers Ganesh idol celebrations
Hyderabad, July 30 :  The

Hyderabad City Police have

accelerated their preparatory

efforts to ensure the upcoming

Ganesh Utsavs are conducted

peacefully, safely, and in an

eco-friendly manner. Having

already met with representa-

tives of the Bhagyanagar

Ganesh Utsav Samithi, senior

officials held a coordination

meeting with idol makers. The

meeting took place on Thurs-

day at the TGICCC Mini Con-

ference Hall in Banjara Hills. It

presided over by City Police Com-

missioner V.C. Sajjanar. Speaking

on the occasion, City CP Sajjanar

emphasized the critical need for

proactive security measures to

prevent any untoward incidents

throughout the entire process—

from idol installation to the pro-

cession and immersion. Noting

that approximately 23,000 idols

were installed within the city

commissionerate limits last

year—with four accidents oc-

curring during transportation—

he urged that strict safety proto-

cols be followed right from the

manufacturing stage to avoid

such errors this time. He reiter-

ated the decision, reached in

consultation with the Bhagy

anagar Ganesh Utsav Samithi

representatives, to limit the

maximum height of the idols to

16 feet. He called upon artisans

to promote the use of clay idols

out of a sense of social respon-

sibility and to create awareness

among devotees, encouraging

them to opt for smaller idols that

are easier to immerse. Instruc-

tions were issued to implement

fire safety measures in idol-

making workshops to prevent

accidents, ensure safe electrical

wiring and maintain clean pre-

mises free from hazardous

chemicals.

Assurance was given that the

City Police department would

take steps to provide necessary

infrastructure for manufacturers

through coordination with vari-

ous government departments.

Regarding traffic control and safe

transportation, it was announced

that dedicated entry and exit

routes are being designated for

the safe movement of idols into

the city from major hubs like

Dhoolpet, Jalpally and

Mailardevpally.
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Quetta, July 30 : Human rights

body Baloch Yakjehti Commit-

tee (BYC) on Thursday an-

nounced a global campaign to

mark the second anniversary of

Baloch Raaji Muchi (Baloch Na-

tional Gathering).

The BYC noted that two years

have passed since the Baloch

National Gathering in Gwadar

on July 28, 2024. It stated that

this gathering was not only an

event but was a "testament to the

collective resistance, political

reawakening, and unbroken will

of the Baloch people".

The human rights organisation

stated, "Despite facing intense

state repression, military brutal-

ity, internet blackouts, arbitrary

arrests, blocked highways, vio-

lent crackdowns, numerous inju-

ries, and loss of lives, thousands

of Baloch men, women, and chil-

dren stood united to demand jus-

World's confidence increasing

towards India's defence

equipment, technology: PM Modi

P
rime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday re

called his visit to Indonesia earlier this month,

during which a major agreement on BrahMos

and Astra missiles was signed between the two na-

tions, and highlighted the world's increasing confi-

dence towards India's defence equipment and tech-

nology.  Addressing the 136th episode of his monthly

radio programme, 'Mann Ki Baat', PM Modi said,

"Whether it is defence production, exports or politi-

cal cooperation with the friendly nations, India is con-

tinuously scaling new heights."

"At the beginning of this month, I was in Indonesia,

where a major agreement was signed for BrahMos

and Astra missiles. The world's confidence is increas-

ing towards India's defence equipment and technol-

ogy," he added.

In a key boost for the domestic defence industry, ear-

lier this month, India and Indonesia signed an agree-

ment for the supply of BrahMos missiles to the Indo-

nesian military.

Indonesia is also set to import India's indigenously

developed Astra air-to-air missiles. The Astra, devel-

oped by the Defence Research and Development

Organisation (DRDO), is a beyond-visual-range mis-

sile designed to track and destroy highly

manoeuvrable enemy aircraft.

India is also to provide Indonesia with additional

batteries of the BrahMos supersonic cruise missile.

The two countries also finalised a framework for

maritime safety and security cooperation.

The agreements were signed during Prime Minister

Narendra Modi's visit to Indonesia earlier this month.

PM Modi also paid homage to the bravehearts of the

1999 War and said that the Kargil Vijay Diwas fills

everyone with pride and reminds the nation of the

"extraordinary courage" of the Indian Armed Forces.

"There are certain dates in our lives for which we do

not need to look at the calendar. Today, July 26, is

one such date. Today is the Kargil Vijay Diwas. This

day fills us with pride and reminds us of the extraor-

dinary courage of our brave soldiers."

"The towering peaks of Kargil, harsh weather, the

challenges posed by the enemy -- our soldiers faced

every such circumstance, yet their morale was greater

than any challenge. They sacrificed everything for

protecting the motherland. Today, on Kargil Vijay

Diwas, I pay homage to all the brave martyrs and

soldiers," he added.

The Prime Minister said that today's India not only

remembers its bravehearts but also "ensures that their

stories reach the new generations".

"With this spirit, a special 'Saurya Vijay Yatra' has

been organised this year. This motorcycle expedition,

which began on July 14 from Delhi's National War

Memorial, will reach the Kargil War Memorial in

Drass. Its message is 'One ride, one nation, one sa-

lute'. This expedition reminds us that the sacrifices

made for the country can never be forgotten," he

added.

PM Modi said that India is "continuously strength-

ening" its technical capabilities alongside the "cour-

age of its soldiers".

He mentioned the induction of INS Mahendragiri in

the Indian Navy. "This modern warship has been

designed in India and made in India. More than 75

per cent indigenous content has been used in this.

This is a symbol of the growing strength of

'Atmanirbhar Bharat,' he said.

The Prime Minister mentioned the Pinaka Long

Range Guided Rocket (LRGR-120) -- an advanced,

precision-guided artillery rocket system with a maxi-

mum strike range of approximately 120 kilometres

and a validated minimum range of 60 kilometers --

developed indigenously in India by the Defence Re-

search and Development Organisation (DRDO).

"Behind this success, it is the collective hardwork of

our scientists and engineers," he said.

He also highlighted the successful conduct of the

flight test of the Khusha Missile.

"On this Kargil Vijay Diwas, let us pay heartfelt trib-

utes to our martyrs and strengthen our resolve to build

a safe, capable and Atmanirbhar Bharat," he added.

Pakistan: Rights group announces global campaign

to mark second anniversary of Baloch National Gathering
tice, dignity, and the right to life for the

Baloch people, and to call for an end to the

ongoing genocide of the Baloch."

It noted that it had initiated an archiving

project to ensure that their memories were

not erased by state censorship and held a live

webinar to mark the first anniversary of

Baloch National Gathering in 2025

"Now, on the 2nd Anniversary of Baloch

Raaji Muchi, we are expanding our resis-

tance. We refuse to let the state erase our

history. The BYC announces a comprehen-

sive, multi-layered global campaign to

immortalise the events of July 2024, hold

the oppressors accountable, amplify the

voices of the victims, and strengthen collec-

tive resistance for survival," the human rights

body added.

The rights group accused the authorities of

relying on silence and erasure. It termed pre-

serving memories and resisting erasure an

"act of resistance" and urged each partici-

pant and supporter to contribute to the

Baloch Raaji Muchi Permanent Digital

Archive. It urged people to share detailed

written or recorded accounts mapping their journey, the

blockades you faces, and the precise times and locations of

state interference. "Eyewitness Testimonies: First-hand ac-

counts from individuals who participated in the gathering

or were halted at blockades, detailing the aggression faced

by state forces. Verified Photographs: Previously unpub-

lished, high-resolution images capturing the massive crowds

in Gwadar, the peaceful sit-ins, and the solidarity among

the people. News Coverage: Cuttings, links, and video clips

from local, national, or international media that covered

the gathering and the subsequent internet and mobile shut-

downs," the BYC mentioned in a statement on X.

"Any documentation or independent reports published by

human rights organisations detailing the excessive use of

force and human rights violations during the event. Offi-

cial Inquiries or Court Findings: Copies of FIRs, court or-

ders, bail pleas, or official documents related to the unlaw-

ful detention of protesters and BYC organisers.

Romania shoots down
third drone that entered its airspace
Bucharest, July 30 : Romanian Air Force pilots have

shot down a third drone that entered Romanian air-

space without authorisation.  According to the Min-

istry of National Defence of Romania, the drone was

safely shot down 12 km northeast of Sulina, within

Romania's territorial waters. Romanian President

Nicusor Dan congratulated the pilots for their work

and called Russia's actions "inadmissible and intol-

erable" for violating Romania's airspace.

"A new drone was shot down this morning, at 10:13

a.m., by an F-16 aircraft of the Romanian Air Force,

over Romania's territorial waters, in the Sulina–Chilia

area. I congratulate the Romanian pilots and the

ground teams for the professionalism, courage, and

efficiency with which they carry out their missions.

Through their actions, they contribute to the defence

of the national territory and the safety of Romanian

citizens," President Dan wrote on social media plat-

form X. According to the investigation conducted by

the General Prosecutor's Office, the drone shot down

on Friday morning is of the

Shahed type, used by Russia

against Ukraine. Investiga-

tions into the drones shot

down on Saturday and Sunday

are ongoing. “Romania's dip-

lomatic protest against the

Russian Federation will be

based on these investiga-

tions," Dan noted.

"It is inadmissible and intol-

erable for the Russian Federa-

tion to continue violating

Romania's airspace, which is,

at the same time, North Atlan-

tic Treaty Organisation (Nato)

airspace and European Union

airspace. Such actions are un-

acceptable, and we treat them

with the utmost seriousness.

Yemen's Houthis claim downing

Saudi drone; Red Sea tanker reports close splash
Sanaa, July 30 : Yemen's

Houthi group claimed on

Thursday that it has shot

down a Saudi-operated re-

connaissance drone over the

northern province of Al-

Jawf, as a separate security

incident was reported in the

southern Red Sea involving

a tanker.  Houthi military

spokesperson Yahya Sarea

said on social media platform

X that the group's forces

downed the drone with "ap-

propriate weaponry" while it

was conducting what he

called "hostile operations" in

Al-Jawf's airspace. He did

not elaborate on the opera-

tion, Xinhua news agency

reported. Earlier on Sunday,

the United Kingdom Mari-

time Trade Operations (UKMTO)

said it had received a report of a

security incident after a tanker

observed "a splash from an un-

known projectile in close proxim-

ity to the vessel" in the southern

Red Sea, near the strategic Bab al-

Mandeb Strait. The vessel and its

crew were reported safe.

The latest incidents came after the

Houthis announced a maritime

ban on Saudi-linked shipping last

week and claimed attacks on com-

mercial vessels in the Red Sea,

prompting a Saudi-led coalition to

launch airstrikes on Houthi-held

areas in Yemen. On Thursday,

state-run Yemen TV reported that

airstrikes struck Houthi military

sites in northern Yemen. Mean-

while, the Houthi group said it had

carried out coordinated missile

and drone strikes on Saudi energy

facilities in Jizan and Yanbu re-

gions. Yemen has been mired in

conflict since late 2014, when the

Houthis seized much of northern

Yemen, including the capital

Sanaa, prompting a Saudi-led coa-

lition to intervene in 2015 in sup-

port of the internationally

recognised government.

Although a UN-mediated truce

expired in 2022, a fragile de-facto

ceasefire has largely held. The lat-

est escalation has raised fresh

concerns over regional secu-

rity and the safety of Red Sea

shipping.

Houthi group claimed on Sat-

urday that it has launched mis-

sile and drone attacks on en-

ergy facilities in Saudi

Arabia's Jizan and Yanbu re-

gions in response to overnight

airstrikes by the Saudi-led

coalition on Houthi-held areas

in western Yemen.

Will not contest 2028

elections: Siddaramaiah; says

politics has become highly polluted
Bengaluru, July 30 : Former Chief

Minister and Congress Working Com-

mittee (CWC) member Siddaramaiah,

who recently resigned from the CM's

post, has declared that he will not con-

test the 2028 Karnataka Assembly

elections, effectively signalling his

retirement from electoral politics.

Siddaramaiah further stated, "Politics

has become highly polluted. Honest

politics is struggling to survive. It is

in this backdrop that I have decided

not to contest any future elections."

Speaking at K.R. Pet Krishna's birth-

day event in K.R. Pet town of Mandya

district, Siddaramaiah made the an-

nouncement before a gathering of sup-

porters. However, those present at the

event urged him to remain in active

politics for at least another 10 years.

A video of Siddaramaiah's remarks re-

garding his decision to retire from

electoral politics has since drawn con-

siderable attention and gone viral on

social media. Despite objections from

supporters, who insisted that he con-

tinue in politics.
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Rio De Janeiro, July 30 :

Brazil has rejected visa appli-

cations from two US Depart-

ment of State officials over

concerns that their visit could

support groups questioning

Brazil's electoral system, lo-

cal media reported.  The of-

ficials were Riley M. Barnes,

assistant secretary from the

State Department's Bureau of

Democracy, Human Rights

and Labor, and Samuel

Samson, deputy assistant sec-

retary from the same bureau.

The two submitted their visa

applications to the Brazilian

Washington, July 30 : Rheto-

ric and policy uncertainty around

the H-1B visa programme risk

damaging India-US relations and

undermining confidence among

skilled workers and businesses at

a sensitive moment in bilateral

ties, a senior US lawmaker has

warned.  Mark Warner, Chair-

man of the Senate Intelligence

Committee and Co-Chair of the

Senate India Caucus, told IANS

in an exclusive interview that re-

cent announcements targeting

the H-1B programme had created

confusion and anxiety, particu-

larly among Indian professionals

and companies.

“It again seems to be a large an-

nouncement,” Warner said, refer-

ring to proposed changes to the

programme. He noted uncer-

tainty over whether a proposed

$100,000 fee would be a one-

time charge or recurring.

H-1B attacks risk

harming India-US ties: Warner

Brazil denies visa requests from

US officials ahead of upcoming October elections
government on July 30, planning

to meet with presidential candi-

date Flavio Bolsonaro, the son of

former President Jair Bolsonaro,

as well as officials from Brazil's

Superior Electoral Court and

right-wing figures, according to

reports. A spokesperson for

Brazil's foreign office said Barnes

and Samson requested visas on

July 20 and they were denied Fri-

day, Xinhua news agency re-

ported. The US State Department

did not immediately respond to a

request for comment. Brazil will

hold the first round of its presi-

dential election on October 4, with

a potential runoff scheduled for

October 25, according to a sched-

ule released by the Superior Elec-

toral Court. Brazilian President

Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva will bid

for reelection against Sen. Flavio

Bolsonaro. Sen. Bolsonaro and his

brother, Eduardo Bolsonaro, vis-

ited US officials in Washing-

ton, including President

Donald Trump, in late May.

Shortly afterwards, the

Trump administration desig-

nated Brazil's two largest

d r u g - t r a f f i c k i n g

organisations.

Washington, July 30 : The US

Central Command

(CENTCOM) said the United

States’ naval blockade against

Iran remains fully in effect, an-

nouncing that American forces

have redirected multiple commer-

cial vessels, boarded ships for

verification, and disabled one

tanker that allegedly attempted to

violate the blockade.

In a post on X, CENTCOM

stated: “The U.S. naval blockade

against Iran remains in full effect.

As of July 30, CENTCOM has re-

directed 12 commercial vessels

trying to run the blockade, dis-

abled 2 that didn’t comply, and

boarded 2 to ensure total compli-

ance.”

The central command said that

US forces earlier completed a

verification boarding of the

Comoros-flagged tanker M/T

Charminar in the Arabian Sea.

Describing the operation,

CENTCOM said: “Earlier today,

U.S. forces completed a verifica-

tion boarding aboard Comoros-

flagged M/T Charminar in the

Arabian Sea, and the tanker is now

continuing its journey.”

US forces redirect

12 commercial vessels, board

two as naval blockade against

Iran continues : CENTCOM

Dhaka, July 30 : A

Bangladeshi court has sent

former MP and Awami

League leader Sheikh

Mujibur Rahman to jail in

connection with a murder

case linked to a shooting

incident during the July

2025 demonstrations in

Dhaka’s Uttara, local media

reported.

Confirming the develop-

ment, Sub-Inspector Md

Shamim of the prosecution

division said that Addi-

tional Chief Metropolitan

Magistrate Zakir Hossain

issued the order on Thurs-

day following a petition

from the investigating of-

ficer.

Rahman was arrested late

Tuesday from a residence

in Sector 11 under Uttara

West Police Station and

subsequently produced be-

fore court by investigating

officer Shahin Mahmud.

Bangladesh: Another

Awami League leader

sent to jail in murder case

Kabul, July 30 : A total of 14,539 Afghan refugee

families, totalling 97,277 individuals, returned to their

homeland, Afghanistan, from the neighbouring coun-

tries of Pakistan and Iran over the past month, the

deputy spokesman for the Afghan government an-

nounced on Thursday.  The returnees entered Af-

ghanistan through the Islam Qala border in western

Herat province, the Torkham crossing point in east-

ern Nangarhar province, Spin Boldak in southern

Kandahar province, Pul-e-Abresham in western

Nimroz province, and Bahramcha in southern

Helmand province, Hamdullah Fitrat posted on his

X account. All returning families have received im-

mediate assistance, including food, drinking water,

healthcare services, and free transportation to their

Nearly 100,000 Afghan refugees

return home in one month : Official

destinations, the official added. The majority

of the former refugees have returned from Pa-

kistan, Fitrat asserted.

More than 8 million Afghan refugees, accord-

ing to Afghan officials, have returned to their

country since the current Afghan government

took over power in August 2021, Xinhua News

Agency reported. Last week, the Ministry of

External Affairs (MEA) announced that India

has handed over family tents for Afghan re-

turnees as part of its continued humanitarian

assistance to the people of Afghanistan.

Doha, July 30 :Qatari

Prime Minister and Minis-

ter of Foreign Affairs

Sheikh Mohammed bin

Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al

Thani on Thursday.

Qatari PM, Saudi FM discuss

regional developments,

de-escalation efforts over phone

Taiwan President Lai Ching-te demands China to 'face up' to Tiananmen Square past
Taipei, July 30 : Taiwanese

President Lai Ching-te on

Thursday demanded that

China "face up" to the

Tiananmen Square Massacre

on its 37th anniversary and

acknowledge the loss of lives

caused by Beijing's Army in

response to people's fight to

express their opinions freely.

In his statement shared on

Facebook, he expressed hope

that China initiates reconcili-

ation and dialogue, where

people can freely express their

views and people of different

stances and generations can

participate in public decision-

making. Recalling the inci-

dent, he said, "Thirty-seven

years is enough time for a baby

to grow into an adult, start a

family, and embark on their

own path to success. But 37

years ago today, thousands of

young people in the prime of

their lives, full of ideals and aspi-

rations, were mercilessly shot and

crushed by the army and tanks on

the streets of Beijing, Tiananmen

Square, and throughout China."

"Those who were shot and

crushed back then were not only

the lives and youth of those who

participated in the democracy

movement, but also the aspirations

and practices of an entire genera-

tion in China for freedom and de-

mocracy," he added.

Lai Ching-te stressed that the

strength of a democratic nation does

not depend on grand narratives or

top-down dominant themes, but it

comes from the diverse views of its

people and their united will. He

stressed that a sound government

and society should make efforts to

support the next generation, en-

abling them to live better lives than

they did, instead of using violence,

surveillance, or other means to stifle

their dreams and erase their opin-

ions. "A truly great nation should

not be obsessed with powerful ships

and cannons or engage in milita-

rism, but should be tolerant of dif-

ferent voices, protect the people's

right to pursue their dreams, and

have the courage to face the wounds

of history," Lai Ching-te said in a

statement posted on Facebook. "I

sincerely hope that China can face

up to the June Fourth Incident 37

years ago, acknowledge the truth,

heal the wounds, and initiate rec-

onciliation and dialogue; that

people can freely express their opin-

ions, and that people of different

generations and with different

stances can participate in public de-

cision-making. In particular, the

voices of the younger generation

should be heard, because their vi-

sion for the future is the driving

force for a country's continued

progress," he added. In the state-

ment, Lai said that Taiwan will con-

tinue to stand with those who strive

for freedom and democracy until

the truth is revealed and until no one

has to sacrifice their lives for seek-

ing freedom. Recalling his discus-

sion last week with high-school stu-

dents, the President said that their

views made him hopeful for

Taiwan’s future. The events lead-

ing to the Tiananmen Massacre be-

gan in April 1989 when students,

workers, and others gathered

peacefully in Beijing’s

Tiananmen Square, calling for

free expression, democratic re-

form, and an end to corrup-

tion. On June 4 of that year,

the Chinese army opened fire

on protesters and bystanders

in Beijing. The Chinese gov-

ernment has never provided

a full public accounting of the

death toll. Governments,

rights organisations and ac-

tivists around the world con-

tinue to mark the anniversary

each year and call for greater

transparency about the events

of 1989.
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IAEA Director General praises

India's major nuclear milestone at Kalpakkam
New Delhi, July 30 : Rafael

Mariano Grossi, the Interna-

tional Atomic Energy Agency

(IAEA) Director General, has

warmly appreciated India's

achievement in attaining criti-

cality of the Prototype Fast

Breeder Reactor at Kalpakkam

in Tamil Nadu.  The landmark

step marks a significant ad-

vancement in the country's in-

digenous nuclear programme

and its pursuit of long-term en-

ergy sustainability. In a post on

his official X account on Thurs-

day, Grossi described the devel-

opment as "impressive progress

by India in achieving critical-

ity of the Prototype Fast

Breeder Reactor at Tamil

Nadu's Kalpakkam, a key step forward

in fuel sustainability and the future of

nuclear energy". He reaffirmed the

IAEA's commitment to India, saying

that the organisation "will continue sup-

porting the safe and secure development

of India's nuclear programme".



Absolute mismanagement of finances by Left,
task is to rebuild fiscal credibility: Kerala CM Satheesan
Thiruvananthapuram, July

30 : Presenting a grim picture

of Kerala’s financial position,

Chief Minister V.D.

Satheesan on Thursday said

the state was facing a severe

fiscal challenge due to abso-

lute mismanagement of pub-

lic finances and warned that

the new government would

have to undertake major cor-

rective measures to restore

stability.

Tabling a White Paper on the

financial status of the state in

the Assembly, Satheesan later told

the media that the document was

not an investigation report but an

attempt to place before the people

the actual condition of Kerala’s

finances.

"The fiscal health of the state

should be known to all our people.

They should know what our in-

come is, what our expenditure is

and what the way forward is," he

said, adding that the presentation

had become necessary ahead of

the new government’s first bud-

get.

Satheesan said the figures pre-

sented in the White Paper re-

flected the reality and that politi-

cal slogans or "Left jargon" could

not hide the financial situation

anymore. “Figures are figures, and

they explain everything,” he said.

According to the document, the

new government has inherited to-

tal pending obligations amounting

to Rs 48,733 crore, as on March

31, 2026.

The liabilities include Rs 21,670

crore towards DA arrears of gov-

ernment employees and teachers,

Rs 14,387 crore in arrears of pen-

sioners, Rs 3,431 crore under the

Bill Discounting System involv-

ing banks and contractors, and

other pending commitments, in-

cluding health scheme claims,

Supplyco dues, KMSCL pay-

ments, scholarships, and local

body instalments.

The White Paper has also high-

lighted an additional immediate

liability of Rs 21,690 crore ex-

pected during 2026-27, over and

above routine expenditure com-

mitments such as salaries, pen-

sions, interest payments and capi-

tal spending. Satheesan said the

government’s responsibility was

to act as a facilitator and ensure

transparency since the money be-

ing spent belonged to the people.

"The job of the government is not

to hide facts but to present them

transparently," he said.

The Chief Minister also

pointed to treasury trends and

borrowing patterns as indica-

tors of financial stress.

The data showed that open

market borrowings increased

significantly over the years.

New Delhi, July 30 : Union Minister for Ag-

riculture & Farmers’ Welfare Shivraj Singh

Chouhan on Thursday said that the Centre

will not only fix the Minimum Support Price

(MSP) for crops at more than 50 per cent of

the production cost but also procure the pro-

duce from farmers.  Speaking in the Rajya

Sabha, he said that the Congress had previ-

ously denied farmers the Minimum Support

Price (MSP) for their crops.

“In contrast, the Central Government, led by

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, has consis-

tently increased the MSP over the last de-

cade,” the minister said.

He highlighted that in 2015, the ministry was

renamed as the Ministry of Agriculture and

Farmers’ Welfare, marking a significant shift

towards prioritising farmers’ welfare, which

was previously lacking.

He said that when the Congress was in power,

they said that they cannot accept the recom-

mendations of the MS Swaminathan Com-

Centre committed to buyCentre committed to buyCentre committed to buyCentre committed to buyCentre committed to buy
farmers’ produce at MSP of 50 pcfarmers’ produce at MSP of 50 pcfarmers’ produce at MSP of 50 pcfarmers’ produce at MSP of 50 pcfarmers’ produce at MSP of 50 pc
above cost: Shivraj Chouhanabove cost: Shivraj Chouhanabove cost: Shivraj Chouhanabove cost: Shivraj Chouhanabove cost: Shivraj Chouhan

mission. In 2019, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi's government de-

cided that MSP rates would be

fixed by adding 50 per cent profit

on the cost.

“When the Congress government

was in power, they never gave

more than 50 per cent profit to the

farmers on cost, but we are com-

mitted to buying the crops of the

farmers by giving at least more

than 50 per cent profit,” he said.

“There has been an unprecedented

increase in the budget allocation

for agriculture. Till 2013-14, it

was only Rs 21,900 crore,

which has now been increased

to Rs 1.23 lakh crore,” he

pointed out.

“We have six priorities for

farmers’ welfare -- we will in-

crease production, reduce the

cost of production, give fair

price for the production if there

is any loss in the crop, we will

compensate for it through

Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima

Yojana, we will diversify agri-

culture and by taking them to-

wards natural farming.

Kolkata, July 30 : A single-

judge vacation bench of the

Calcutta High Court has di-

rected West Bengal Police to

take necessary legal action

against Prashant Barman, the

absconding former BDO of

Raiganj Block in North

Dinajpur district, within the

next 10 days.  Barman is an ac-

cused in the case of the abduc-

tion and murder of gold mer-

chant Swapan Kamilya last

year. Although the single-judge

vacation bench of Justice

Apurba Sinha Roy passed this

order on Thursday evening, the

copy of the order was uploaded

on the website of the Calcutta

High Court on Friday. The

single-judge vacation bench has

also asked the office of the

state’s Director General of Po-

lice (DGP) to submit a compli-

ance report to the Registrar

General of the Calcutta High

Court within the next 10 days.

At the same time, the single-

judge division bench has also

ordered a departmental inquiry

against the investigating officer

concerned for dereliction of

duty.

Calcutta HC directs Bengal

Police to act against absconding

ex-BDO in gold trader murder case

Ghaziabad, July 30 : BJP MLA Nand

Kishor Gurjar from Ghaziabad's Loni on

Thursday strongly supported the ongoing

anti-encroachment actions against illegal

constructions, including unauthorised

madrasas and land grabbers.

He asserted that such measures reflect

what he described as a "changing India"

rooted in cultural unity and the values of

Sanatan traditions.

His remarks came a day after authorities

carried out demolition proceedings

against the alleged illegal Madrasa Jamia

Arabia Ishatul Islam in Dasna and initi-

ated action against unauthorised madrasas

in the Khoda area.

In one of the largest anti-encroachment

operations undertaken in recent months,

the Ghaziabad administration on Wednes-

day launched a major demolition drive at

Madrasa Jamia Arabia Ishatul Islam, lo-

cated in Kallugarhi village of Dasna. Act-

ing on court directives and revenue de-

partment orders, officials deployed six

bulldozers to remove structures that au-

thorities claim were built illegally on gov-

ernment land.

Commenting on the action, Gurjar called

for strict enforcement of the law across

Uttar Pradesh and said authorities should

continue taking action against illegal en-

croachments and activities that violate

legal provisions.

Ghaziabad madrasa demolition

reflects changing India, says BJP MLA

Bengaluru, July 30 :

Karnataka Chief Minister

D.K. Shivakumar is sched-

uled to travel to New Delhi

on Thursday, with an official

statement indicating that he

will meet Congress top lead-

ers on Thursday. His return

journey remains open-ended,

lending significance to the

visit amid persistent specula-

tion over an impending cabi-

net expansion.

The cabinet expansion pro-

cess in the Karnataka Con-

gress has gathered momen-

tum, with several ministerial

aspirants heading to the na-

tional capital to lobby the

party high command.

Shivakumar will leave

Bengaluru International Air-

port at 9 a.m. on July 27. He

will be meeting senior advo-

cates regarding pending is-

sues of the state government.

In the evening, he will meet

Union ministers representing

Karnataka state and MPs

from the state.

The party's several state lead-

K'taka cabinet expansion gains

momentum; CM Shivakumar to meet Cong top leaders
ers are preparing to meet the

Congress leadership in the na-

tional capital.

Some close associates of

former Chief Minister and

Congress Working Committee

(CWC) member Siddaramaiah

are also hopeful of securing

cabinet berths. Party insiders

revealed that the high com-

mand is considering some se-

nior leaders for the post of

Speaker. It may be recalled that

Minister for Health U.T.

Khader previously held the

Speaker's post and earned ap-

preciation from BJP and JD(S)

legislators for his conduct of

Assembly proceedings.

Sources said a party MLC, who

is Vice-Chairperson of the

AICC's Department of Foreign

Affairs, has emerged as a

frontrunner for a cabinet berth.

However, sources added that

Shivakumar is reportedly not in

favour of the MLC, as she is

not considered part of his close

political circle. They also

pointed out that she belongs to

the Vokkaliga community.

Jammu, July 30 :  J&amp;K Finance De-

partment on Thursday notified implemen-

tation of the e-Bill system to be rolled out

in a phased manner with, followed by

wide implementation, with revised for-

mats across all DDOs & Treasuries.

An order issued by the finance department

said that in alignment with the recommen-

dations of Comptroller and Auditor Gen-

eral (CAG) Working Group and in sup-

pression of all previous instructions gov-

erning manual bill formats (FC-series

forms), Sanction is hereby accorded to the

implementation of the e-Bill System with

revised formats across all Drawing and

Disbursing Offices (DDOs) and Treasur-

ies of Jammu &amp; Kashmir in terms

of Rule 5.11 of the J&amp;K Treasury

Code, 2021.

The new bill formats shall be prescribed

formats in place of the existing FC-series

manual bill forms.

The e-Bill formats shall be incorporated

on JKPaySys for the use of all DDOs and

Treasuries in due course of time.

The bill processing shall be in the follow-

ing order and manner from the effective

date: - i) All DDOs shall prepare bills

exclusively through JKPaySys using the

prescribed e-Bill formats and upload all

supporting documents.

J&K: Finance Dept notifies

implementation of e-bill

system in a phased manner

Chennai, July 30 : Tamil

Nadu Congress Committee

(TNCC) president Manickam

Tagore has strongly criticised

the reported protocol pre-

scribed for the forthcoming

convocation ceremony at

Manonmaniam Sundaranar

University in Tirunelveli, al-

leging that it undermines the

state’s linguistic and cultural

'Tamil Thai Vazhthu‘ must
be sung first at convocation: TN Cong chief

identity.  He urged Union Home Minister Amit Shah

to immediately withdraw the directive and issue a

public apology to the people of Tamil Nadu. The

controversy centres on the university’s 33rd con-

vocation, scheduled for July 28, where Tamil Nadu

Governor Rajendra Vishwanath Arlekar is expected

to confer degrees on graduating students. Accord-

ing to Tagore, the university’s Vice-Chancellor, N.

Chandrasekar, stated in a media interaction that the

Governor’s office had issued a circular directing

that the ceremony begin with Vande Mataram.
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New Delhi, July 30 :Maruti Suzuki on

Thursday unveiled India’s first flex-fuel

passenger car, the WagonR flex-fuel, mark-

ing a major step in the country’s shift to-

wards alternative and cleaner fuels amid

global crude oil volatility.

The new model is capable of running on

ethanol-petrol blends ranging from E20 to

E100, making it the first mass-market pas-

senger vehicle in India engineered to oper-

ate on 100 per cent ethanol.

The company said the launch aligns with

India’s broader push to reduce dependence

on conventional petrol and expand the use

Maruti unveils India’s 1st flex-fuel

WagonR capable of running on 100 pc ethanol
of biofuels in the transport sector.

The unveiling event was attended

by Union Minister for Road Trans-

port and Highways Nitin Gadkari,

who highlighted the government’s

ongoing efforts to promote cleaner

mobility solutions.

He also said that the government

is planning to introduce diesel

blended with 15 per cent

isobutanol as part of its alterna-

tive fuel strategy.

Gadkari also urged automakers

such as Maruti Suzuki India Lim-

ited and Hero MotoCorp to work

on converting older vehicles into

flex-fuel compatible models and

align them with stricter emission

standards, including Euro 6

norms. He said such measures

would help curb air pollution and

support the vehicle scrappage

programme aimed at removing

older, more polluting vehicles

from the roads.

Speaking at the launch,

Gadkari described the automo-

bile sector as a key growth

driver for the Indian economy

and noted that India now has

the world’s third-largest auto-

mobile industry.

Mumbai, July 30 : Moody's Ratings has down-

graded ANI Technologies Pvt Ltd, the parent com-

pany of ride-hailing firm Ola, from ‘B3’ to ‘Caa1'

and changed the outlook to negative.  The down-

grade is attributed to weakening financial perfor-

mance, reduced liquidity, and an increased risk of

violating loan covenants. The global credit rating

agency reported a decline in operating cash flows

and an increase in refinancing risks due to slower

revenue growth and ongoing losses. "Moody's Rat-

ings (Moody's) has downgraded ANI Technologies

Pvt Ltd's (Ola) corporate family rating (CFR) and

the rating on the guaranteed senior secured term

loan borrowed by OLA Netherlands B.V., to Caa1

from B3. The loan is guaranteed by Ola," the re-

lease said. Moody’s reported that ongoing opera-

tional challenges led to a higher-than-expected cash

burn in the six months ending, decreasing cash re-

serves from $90 million in March 2025 and limit-

ing headroom under the term-loan covenant. "A

covenant breach constitutes an event of default and

accelerates repayment of Ola's $65 million loan due

December 2026.

Moody’s downgrades Ola due to

weak financial performance, low liquidity

New Delhi, July 30 : Brit-

ish coffee chain Costa Cof-

fee saw its store network in

India shrink for the first time

in more than five years.

According to the latest an-

nual report of its exclusive

India franchise partner,

Devyani International Lim-

ited (DIL), Costa Coffee op-

erated 198 cafes at the end

of FY26, down from 220

outlets a year earlier. The net

closure of 22 stores marks a

departure from the brand's

steady expansion since

FY21. Despite the decline in

store count, Costa Coffee's

revenue from operations in-

creased 7 per cent year-on-

year to Rs 212.5 crore in

FY26, compared with Rs

198.5 crore in FY25. In the

previous fiscal, revenue had

grown 30.76 per cent.

, supported by rapid network

expansion from 179 stores to

220 outlets. The latest per-

formance suggests a shift

from expansion-led growth

to improved revenue genera-

tion per outlet. Costa

Coffee's network had ex-

panded consistently over the

past five years.

Costa Coffee's India

store count declines for 1st time

in over five years to 198

Seoul, July 30 :  The transport ministry said on

Thursday it will conduct a flight demonstration

of a commercial-level air taxi model this week,

as part of a government project to introduce the

urban air mobility (UAM) industry in the coun-

try.  The ministry will demonstrate the operation

of the S-4 model built by U.S. electric aircraft

manufacturer Joby Aviation Inc. at the Korea

Aerospace Research Institute's aviation center in

Goheung, about 330 kilometers south of Seoul,

on Saturday. The demonstration is part of the K-

UAM Grand Challenge, a government-led dem-

onstration program that will test UAM vehicle

safety and traffic management capabilities for

commercial services, reports Yonhap news

agency. The deployment of the S-4, capable of

carrying a pilot and up to four passengers, will

mark the first use of a commercial-level UAM

aircraft in the country.

Commercial-level

air taxis arriving soon in South Korea
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MCX's good-delivery

norms for aluminium,

copper and zinc to

boost domestic refining

New Delhi, July 30 :

The Multi Commodity

Exchange of India on

Thursday said its newly

issued comprehensive

good-delivery norms

for primary aluminium,

refined copper and re-

fined zinc will support

domestic refining, qual-

ity standards and trust.

This initiative strength-

ens the ecosystem of

MCX-approved brands

that meet rigorous qual-

ity and process stan-

dards, the statement

said.

The rules were an-

nounced through a cir-

cular on June 2, 2026

and introduced inde-

pendent principal docu-

ments for each metal

detailing empanelment

of producing plants and

the process for accept-

ing deliveries toward

contract settlements.

“By introducing trans-

parent, standards-led

frameworks, we are

boosting trust, quality,

and efficiency for all

participants.

Indian share

market opens

in red amid selling

across sectors

Mumbai, July 30 :  The

Indian stock market

opened in red on Thurs-

day as selling was seen in

Nifty's all sectors in early

trade.

At around 9:29 am,

Sensex was trading at

80,840.9 after declining

449.02 points or 0.55 per

cent, while Nifty was

trading at 24,421.15 after

dropping 127.55 points or

0.52 per cent.

The market trend re-

mained negative. On the

National Stock Exchange

(NSE), 559 stocks were

trading in green, while

1,657 stocks were in red.

According to market ex-

perts.

FSSAI penalises Sopan Restaurant

for selling sub-standard food on Chandigarh-Dibrugarh Express
New Delhi, July 30 : Food safety regulator Food

Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has

imposed a penalty on Sopan Restaurant for selling

sub-standard food in the pantry car of the

Chandigarh-Dibrugarh Express after laboratory

analysis found a milk sample to be below prescribed

quality standards.  In a post on social media plat-

form X, FSSAI said an adjudication order had been

passed against Sopan Restaurant following.
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Australia leg-spinner Zampa to

play domestic cricket for Queensland after leaving NSW
Brisbane, July 30 :

Australia’s premier white-

ball leg-spinner Adam

Zampa has signed up with

Queensland for the upcom-

ing 2026/27 domestic sea-

son after Cricket Australia

formally approved his

switch in state from New South Wales

(NSW).

Zampa, 34, lives near Byron Bay on the

northern coast of NSW, made the move

to allow himself greater flexibility and

proximity for training, especially with

Queensland’s facilities in Brisbane just

two hours away.

‘I don't want to give up the bowling just yet’:

Sciver-Brunt targets all-round return after calf injury
New Delhi, July 30  : England

captain Nat Sciver-Brunt has

reaffirmed her determination

to continue contributing as an

all-rounder despite an ongoing

calf injury, saying she intends

to return to bowling after com-

pleting rehabilitation follow-

ing The Hundred. Speaking

while representing Trent

Rockets in England's The

Hundred, Sciver-Brunt out-

lined her recovery plan, re-

vealed she is targeting a bowl-

ing comeback for September's

ODI series against Ireland, and

also backed the next genera-

tion of players to push for

places in England's 50-over

squad. Although currently re-

stricted to batting duties in the

tournament, the England skip-

per made it clear that giving

up one half of her game is not

under consideration. "I do still

want to bowl. I enjoy being part

of the game in all three skills,”

Sciver-Brunt told Sky Sports.

Sciver-Brunt suffered the calf

injury in April, and the setback

forced her to scale back her role

during England's run to the ICC

Women's T20 World Cup final,

where she featured solely as a

batter.  With the domestic sea-

son now providing valuable

match time.

Zurich, July 30 : FIFA has

opened disciplinary proceedings

against the Argentine Football

Association (AFA) and several

Argentina players over alleged

breaches during the 2026 FIFA

World Cup, the world football's

governing body said.

The FIFA Disciplinary Commit-

tee opened proceedings against

the AFA following incidents in-

volving Argentina's national

team during several matches at

the tournament.

"The FIFA Disciplinary Commit-

FIFA investigates Argentina

FA, players over alleged World Cup violations
tee has opened proceedings

against the Argentinian Football

Association for potential breaches

of article 13 paragraph 2 c) (Us-

ing a sports event for demonstra-

tions of a non-sporting nature),

article 14 paragraph 5 (Team mis-

conduct), article 15 (Discrimina-

tion and racist abuse) and article

17 (Order and security at matches)

of the FIFA Disciplinary Code in

light of discriminatory chants and

gestures, late kick-offs, failure to

comply with match and security

protocols, the display of inappro-

priate messages by the team and

spectators and the throwing of

objects by spectators in relation to

several matches of the represen-

tative team of Argentina at the

FIFA World Cup 2026," FIFA said

in a statement.

According to FIFA, the alleged

breaches include discriminatory

chants and gestures by supporters,

delayed kick-offs, failure to com-

ply with match and security pro-

tocols, the display of inappropri-

ate messages by the team and

spectators, and objects being

thrown from the stands. FIFA said

the AFA could face charges relat-

ing to demonstrations of a non-

sporting nature, team misconduct,

discrimination and racist abuse, as

well as order and security at

matches.

Separate proceedings have been

opened against Argentina players

Leandro Paredes, Nahuel Molina

and Thiago Almada, team official

Roberto Ayala, and Spain player

Gavi over incidents following the

World Cup final between Spain

and Argentina.

Zimbabwe star Sikandar Raza

joins Dambulla Sixers as LPL 2026

confirms key player replacements
Kandy, July 30 : Lanka Premier

League has announced that Zimba-

bwe captain and all-rounder

Sikandar Raza will join Dambulla

Sixers as a replacement for South

African batter Marques Ackerman,

who is out of the tournament because

of injury.

The Dambulla Sixers have bolstered

their team by signing Zimbabwe's

captain, one of the most highly val-

ued all-rounders in franchise cricket.

He brings an impressive T20 record,

scoring 7572 runs at a strike rate of

nearly 137 and taking 255 wickets

with his off-spin over 374 T20

matches, including 139 T20Is.

Para-sports success inspiring

able-bodied athletes to excel : Coach Satyanarayana
Glasgow, July 30 : After

India's gold and silver finish in

the men's 100m T47 at the

Commonwealth Games 2026,

the para-athletics coach

Satyanarayana Shimoga said

the success of para sports is

also inspiring even the able-

bodied athletes to win medals

on the global stage.

India scripted a memorable fin-

ish in the para-athletics com-

petition at the Commonwealth

Games 2026 as Dilip Mahadu

Gavit clinched the gold medal

with a Games Record in the

men’s 100m T47, while com-

patriot Mohammed Basil

Morssinganakathi secured the

silver medal to complete a

dominant Indian one-two fin-

ish.  "The success of para sports

is inspiring even able-bodied

athletes to believe they can

win medals. We always tell

our athletes to train hard, and

good results will follow. To-

day, India is performing ex-

ceptionally well in para

sports," Satyanarayana told

IANS.  Satyanarayana also re-

vealed that he asked Gavit,

who used to compete in

400m, to come into the 100m

discipline, a move which paid

dividends.  "I expected Gavit

and Basil to finish first and

second, and that is exactly

what happened. Dilip (Gavit)

used to run the 400m race, but

I transitioned him to 100m. I

sent him to Dubai, where he

qualified for the CWG," the

coach said. Born in the small

village of Toran Dongari near

Nashik, Maharashtra.

CWG 2026: 'Returning to sport after being a mother

taught me to be more patient,' says Seema Kaliramna
New Delhi, July 30 : India's

leading discus thrower Seema

Kaliramna has revealed that

returning to competitive sport

after motherhood taught her to

be more patient with herself,

and that the experience also

made her mentally stronger as

she prepares to compete at the

Commonwealth Games in

Glasgow. "Returning to compe-

tition after becoming a mother

taught me to be more patient with

myself. There were days when

balancing training, my PhD and

family responsibilities felt over-

whelming, but every challenge

made me mentally stronger.
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