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Auto sales in June:

Maruti Suzuki India crosses

2 lakh units, Toyota rises 7 pc
India's passenger vehicle market

ended June 2026 on a positive

note, with major automakers re-

porting healthy sales...

'My father took that decision

instantly': Samson recalls how he shifted

base to Kerala after rejection in Delhi
Struggling to break into Delhi's

competitive cricket circuit, flam-

boyant India batter Sanju

Samson on Saturday...

We will produce
gold in Kuppam too : CM Chandrababu
Chittoor, July 4 :  Chief Min-

ister Nara Chandrababu Naidu

stated that the government is

implementing a special action

plan for the development of the

Kuppam constituency. Speak-

ing at a program held in

Kuppam, he mentioned that

gold fields had been inaugu-

rated at Jonnagiri and noted

that, given reports of gold de-

posits in Kuppam as well, steps

would be taken to make them

operational.

They stated that the previous

government had attempted to

encroach upon people's lands

and that they are currently resolving issues related to

lands under dispute. Chief Minister Chandrababu an-

nounced that temples in Kuppam would be developed at

a cost of ?34 crore using TTD funds. He criticized the

previous government for acting vindictively regarding

Kuppam's development, stating that they misled the pub-

lic by erecting movie-style sets to create the illusion that

they had brought water to the region.

He stated that tourism projects such as elephant safaris,

rock climbing, and trekking are being developed to pro-

vide a novel experience to everyone visiting Kuppam.

The Chief Minister revealed that a master plan for the

comprehensive development of Kuppam is being for-

mulated in collaboration with renowned organizations

like Surbana Jurong and IIT Kanpur.

Speaking about politics in this context, CM Chandrababu

clarified that while he always maintains a gentle de-

meanor towards the public, he deals sternly with anti-

social elements. He remarked that the days of mak-

ing movies about Rayalaseema factionalism are over,

as conditions in the region have completely changed.

He also noted that his political career would com-

plete 50 years in another two years.

He criticized the fact that the entry of rowdies into

politics in the state has led to numerous untoward

incidents. CM Chandrababu pointed out that he was

held responsible for events such as the murder of

Vivekananda Reddy and the 'Kodi Kathi' incident.

Rains to continue in AP for another two

days; IMD issues warning to major ports
Amaravati, July 4

: The Amaravati

Meteorologica l

Centre has fore-

cast heavy rains in

several parts of

Andhra Pradesh

over the next two

days, with light to moderate

rainfall expected in other ar-

eas.

It stated that rains would oc-

cur across the state due to the

influence of a cyclonic circu-

lation and a trough formed

over the Bay of Bengal.

Good news for onion farmers

from the Centre: Minimum Support Price hiked
New Delhi, July 4 : The Cen-

tral Government has brought

good news for onion farmers

by raising the Minimum Sup-

port Price (MSP) for onions by

13 percent. With this latest hike,

the price per quintal has in-

creased from 1,875 to 2,125. The

Centre took this decision to boost

onion procurement and benefit

farmers, announcing that the in-

crease comes into effect immedi-

ately. The government has raised the

price multiple times this season.

Khamenei's farewell: Iranian Speaker

Ghalibaf, FM Araghchi break down in tears
New Delhi, July 4 : Funeral cer-

emonies for Iran's former Supreme

Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,

commenced in Tehran drawing se-

nior Iranian officials, foreign dig-

nitaries and high-level delegations

from across the world. The solemn

proceedings were marked by emo-

tional scenes, with Iranian Parlia-

ment Speaker Mohammad Bagher

Ghalibaf and Foreign Minister

Abbas Araghchi breaking down in

tears during the farewell ceremony.

According to Iran's Fars News

Agency, Tehran Governor Moha

mmad Sadegh Motamedian said.

Congress in Telangana
till 2034, no future for BRS: CM Revanth
Hyderabad, July 4  :  Chief

Minister A. Revanth Reddy has

reiterated that the Congress

party will remain in power in

Telangana until 2034. The

Chief Minister made the re-

marks during a thanksgiving

meeting in Midjil, Mahabub

nagar district on Saturday, held

to commemorate his 20-year

political journey. The event saw

the attendance of Deputy Chief

Minister Bhatti Vikramarka, Min-

isters Jupally Krishna Rao and

Vakiti Srihari, along with several

MPs, MLAs, and MLCs. During

his speech, the Chief Minister re-

marked that the people of

Telangana should be thankful to

Congress leader Sonia Gandhi for

the establishment of the state dur-

ing the UPA government at the

national level. "Join me in this ef-

fort, support me, and let us work

towards making Rahul Gandhi the

Prime Minister. The initial step to-

wards this goal must originate

from Midjil mandal," Revanth

Reddy urged. He expressed his

commitment to the development

of Midjil mandal, aspiring for

it to serve as a model for the

entire district. "For this reason,

I am asking Deputy Chief Min-

ister Bhatti Vikramarka to take

this mandal under his wing. It

must evolve into a prosperous

area," he said. The Chief Min-

ister went on to accuse the pre-

vious BRS government of fail-

ing to serve the people and

claimed that former Chief Min-

ister K. Chandrasekhar Rao ac-

crued a debt of 8.21 lakh crore

over a decade in Telangana.

Govt deposits 7,135 crore to

67.45 lakh farmers in record 5 days : Tummala
Hyderabad, July 4  : Minister for  Agricul-

ture, Marketing, Cooperation, and

Handlooms & Textiles Tummala Nageswara

Rao stated that the state government is ful-

filling its promise to farmers by depositing

'Rythu Bharosa' funds into their accounts at

a record level.

He noted that the government set another

record by directly depositing 7,135.77 crore

into the bank accounts of 67.45 lakh farm-

ers within just five days of launching the fund

release program on June 30.

ECI rejects Kavitha’s

TRS party name, gives 15-day ultimatum
Hyderabad, July 4  :  In a major setback to Kalvakuntla

Kavitha, the Election Commission of India (ECI) has

rejected the name of her newly floated party, the

'Telangana Rakshana Sena' (TRS). Citing an outpouring

of public opposition, the regulatory body issued explicit

directives stating that the acronym 'TRS' cannot be re-

tained. The ECI has given Kavitha a 15-day window to

propose three alternative names for her political outfit,

warning that failure to comply will result in the outright

rejection of her party registration application.

Jupally welcomes NITI Aayog’s

endorsement of Telangana tourism model
Hyderabad, July 4  : Minister for Tourism, Culture,

Prohibition & Excise Jupally Krishna Rao has wel-

comed NITI Aayog’s appreciation of Telangana’s

tourism and hospitality reforms, describing it as a sig-

nificant endorsement of the State’s progressive policy

framework and investor-friendly governance. Refer-

ring to NITI Aayog’s recent report.

Kaleshwaram barrages to

resume only after NDSA, CWC clearance : Uttam
Nagarjuna Sagar, July 4 : Making it clear that

there would be no compromise on safety irriga-

tion projects, Minister for Irrigation  N. Uttam

Kumar Reddy has declared that the Medigadda,

Annaram and Sundilla barrages would be oper-

ated after all rehabilitation works are completed.

Pruthvi Toyota Inaugurates
State-of-the-Art Dealership &
Service Facility at Bhimavaram
Pruthvi Toyota, an authorized

dealer partner of Toyota Kirloskar

Motor, proudly inaugurated its

new world-class....
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Hyderabad, July 4

: As per instructions

of Chief Minister A.

Revanth Reddy,

Chief Secretary

Sanjay Jaju directed

officials to take

stringent measures

to safeguard public

health. He

emphasised that the

strict enforcement of

food safety regula-

tions across the

State and instructed

officials to conduct

continuous inspec-

tions with special

focus on adulterated

food products. The

Chief Secretary

chaired a review

meeting with senior

officials.

CS orders continuous

inspections to

curb food adulteration

Pruthvi Toyota Inaugurates
State-of-the-Art Dealership & Service Facility at Bhimavaram

Bhimavaram, July 4 : Pruthvi

Toyota, an authorized dealer

partner of Toyota Kirloskar

Motor, proudly inaugurated its

new world-class dealership and

service facility in

Bhimavaram, marking a sig-

nificant milestone in strength-

ening Toyota’s presence in the

West Godavari region.

The grand inauguration was

graced by Hon’ble Shri K.

Raghu Rama Krishna Raju,

Deputy Speaker of the Andhra

Pradesh Legislative Assembly, as

the Chief Guest.

The event was further honored by

the presence of distinguished

Guests of Honour:

· Shri P. Ramanjaneyulu

(Anji Babu), Hon’ble MLA,

Bhimavaram

The inauguration commenced

with the traditional lighting of the

ceremonial lamp, followed by a

warm welcome address from the

Managing Director of Pruthvi

Toyota. In his speech, he high-

lighted the company’s commit-

ment to delivering Toyota’s glo-

bally renowned standards of qual-

ity, safety, reliability, and cus-

tomer satisfaction to the people of

Bhimavaram and neighboring dis-

tricts.

Addressing the gathering, the

Chief Guest appreciated Toyota’s

continued investment in Andhra

Pradesh and lauded Pruthvi

Toyota for creating employment

opportunities, strengthening the

local economy, and bringing

world-class automotive sales and

after-sales services closer to cus-

tomers in the region.

The dignitaries congratulated the

Pruthvi Toyota management on

this important milestone and ex-

pressed confidence that the new

dealership would contribute sig-

nificantly to the economic growth

of the region while providing exceptional cus-

tomer experiences.

As a token of gratitude, Pruthvi Toyota pre-

sented commemorative mementoes to the Chief

Guest and Guests of Honour in recognition of

their esteemed presence.

Speaking on the occasion, the Chairman of

Pruthvi Toyota thanked Toyota Kirloskar Mo-

tor, the distinguished guests, customers, busi-

ness associates, media representatives, partners,

and the entire Pruthvi Toyota team for their un-

wavering support in making the project a real-

ity.

The newly inaugurated dealership features a

modern showroom showcasing Toyota’s com-

plete range of passenger vehicles, a fully

equipped service workshop with advanced di-

agnostic technology, genuine Toyota parts,

skilled technicians, customer lounges, and dedi-

cated facilities designed to deliver an excep-

tional ownership experience.

We are encouraging Trupti Canteens to
economically empower Dwakra women: Minister Narayana
Eluru, July 4 : Dwakra Andhra

Pradesh Municipal Minister

Narayana commented that

Trupti canteens are being pro-

moted to empower women eco-

nomically. He said that Trupti

canteens are being organized as

part of the decision taken to

make women entrepreneurs. He

visited Eluru on Saturday and par-

ticipated in several programs. The

minister inspected the Trupti can-

teen organized under the auspices

of MEPMA. Minister Narayana,

MLA Badeti Chanti, Mayor

Noorjahan, and Collector Vetri

Selvi had breakfast in this canteen.

Minister Narayana spoke on the

occasion. He said that

there are Trupti canteens

in 8 areas of AP. He said

that they are ready to open

eight more Trupti can-

teens. Minister Narayana

stated that steps are being

taken to open another

Trupti canteen in Eluru.

Alluri Sitarama Raju JayantiAlluri Sitarama Raju JayantiAlluri Sitarama Raju JayantiAlluri Sitarama Raju JayantiAlluri Sitarama Raju Jayanti
2026 Home Minister2026 Home Minister2026 Home Minister2026 Home Minister2026 Home Minister
Anita Press Tribute Symbol ofAnita Press Tribute Symbol ofAnita Press Tribute Symbol ofAnita Press Tribute Symbol ofAnita Press Tribute Symbol of
Courage PatriotismCourage PatriotismCourage PatriotismCourage PatriotismCourage Patriotism
Anakapalli, July  4:

On the occasion of the

birth anniversary of

freedom fighter and

hero of the country,

Alluri Seetharamaraju,

Home Minister Anitha

garlanded the statue of

Alluri at the Nakkap

alli MPDO office and

paid tribute. Later, sap-

lings were planted in

the premises.



Ensure no voter loses right to vote

during SIR exercise, says Karnataka Deputy CM
Belagavi, July 4 : Referring to

the ongoing Special Intensive

Revision of electoral rolls in

Karnataka, state Home Minis-

ter G. Parameshwara on Satur-

day said the SIR exercise

should be carried out carefully

to ensure that no eligible voter

is deprived of the right to vote,

and that every effort should be

made to ensure that no voter

loses the right to vote.   He

urged Congress workers to

work unitedly to strengthen the

party and continue striving for the

welfare of the poor, Dalits, back-

ward classes and minorities.

Addressing party leaders and

workers during his visit to the

Belagavi District Congress office,

Parameshwara said the SIR exer-

cise has triggered discussions

across the country regarding its

merits and shortcomings. Keeping

in mind the challenges witnessed

during electoral processes in other

states, Karnataka must ensure

that voters' rights are fully pro-

tected, he said. He said the SIR

process should be conducted

properly in every Assembly

constituency.

How SHE-LEAPS aims to propel

data-driven growth to reach 6 crore 'Lakhpati Didis'
New Delhi, July 4 : The

SHE-LEAPS (Self-Help En-

trepreneur-Livelihoods and

Enterprise Application for

Prosperity and

Sustainability) digital initia-

tive, just launched by the

Centre to strengthen the em-

powerment of rural women,

is expected to play a key role

in achieving the target of 6

crore 'Lakhpati Didis', ac-

cording to an official

factsheet issued on Saturday.

SHE-LEAPS is a digital platform

for empowering women associ-

ated with Self-Help Groups

(SHGs) across rural India. This is

being accomplished through a

unified platform for enterprise

creation and performance track-

ing. The initiative supports liveli-

hood creation, enterprise growth,

and financial inclusion for rural

women.

It supports both farm and non-

farm rural enterprises, aiming

to build a stronger and more

sustainable rural economy, the

statement explained.

SHE-LEAPS will strengthen

the 'Lakhpati Didi' mission by

providing end-to-end digital

tracking of income growth and

enterprise performance.

Kolkata, July 4 : A district court in North 24

Parganas district in West Bengal, on Saturday

issued a notice to Trinamool Congress gen-

eral secretary and the party’s Lok Sabha mem-

ber, Abhishek Banerjee, to be present at the

court so that the Criminal Investigation De-

partment (CID) sleuths can collect his voice

samples in a case where he is accused of mak-

ing violence-inciting statements and threaten-

ing Union Home Minister Amit Shah at a cam-

paign rally.  In the fresh summons issued on

Wednesday, Abhishek, the nephew of former

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee,

was asked to present at the same district court

on July 8, so that the CID sleuths could col-

lect his voice samples in the presence of the

Bengal court issues fresh summons
to Abhishek Banerjee for collection of voice samples

judicial magistrate and forensic

experts.

On Wednesday, the Judicial Mag-

istrate of Bidhannagar Court at

Salt Lake in North 24 Parganas

district directed the Diamond

Harbour MP to be present at the

court by 10 a.m. on July 8.

Abhishek was scheduled to be

present before the district court on

Tuesday for the same purpose.

However, he did not turn up at the

district court on Tuesday because

of a parallel hearing in a single-

judge bench of the Calcutta High

Court on his petition challenging
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the district court's earlier order

relating to the collection of his

voice samples.

However, on Tuesday, the single-

judge bench of Justice Tirthankar

Ghosh refused to entertain his plea

for relief from the collection of

voice samples and also observed

Step towards strengthening

India-Iran ties: BJP on PM Modi's telephonic

conversation with Prez Masoud
Patna, July 4 : Reacting to Prime Minister Narendra

Modi's telephonic conversation with Iranian Presi-

dent Masoud Pezeshkian, the BJP on Saturday de-

scribed the interaction as a significant step towards

strengthening India-Iran relations while reiterating

New Delhi's commitment to peace, stability, and dia-

logue in West Asia.

Speaking to IANS, BJP Bihar President Sanjay

Saraogi said, "Prime Minister Modi is a global leader

and one of the most popular leaders in the world. He

discusses global issues and also raises India's con-

cerns. A large quantity of petroleum products reached

India through the Strait of Hormuz, and he has con-

veyed India's concerns regarding the security of this

crucial maritime route."

Senior BJP leader Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi said, "Prime

Minister Modi has consistently emphasised that sta-

bility, security, and peace in different regions are

essential. He has repeatedly stated that solutions to

crises should be achieved through dialogue.

that when Abhishek had already

been granted interim protection

from coercive police action, in-

cluding arrest in the main case

by another single-judge bench of

the same court, there was no

need for fresh protection from

submitting voice samples in this

case. Justice Ghosh also ob-

served that the court could not

dictate to any investigating

agency which line of investiga-

tion the latter should follow.

Thereafter, Justice Ghosh an-

nounced his decision to recuse

himself from further hearing in

the matter. The matter was then

referred to the Calcutta High

Court's Acting Chief Justice,

Tapabrata Chakraborty, who will

now decide which new bench

will hear it.

Delhi HC takedown order a step against
coordinated online defamation campaign: Raghav Chadha's lawyers
New Delhi, July 4 : Counsel representing BJP

Rajya Sabha MP Raghav Chadha on Saturday

welcomed the Delhi High Court's order direct-

ing the removal of five prima facie defamatory

online posts, saying the decision reinforces that

freedom of speech cannot be used to run "paid

orchestrated campaigns" of defa-

mation and character assassina-

tion. Earlier in the day, the Delhi

High Court ordered the removal

of five prima facie defamatory

online posts against Chadha while

refusing to grant any blanket in-

terim direction for the removal of

all the content flagged by him or

wider protection of his personal-

ity and publicity rights.

In a statement issued after the de-

cision, advocates Satatya Anand

and Nikhil Aradhe.

Dirty politics will come back to

bite you, enemies rising within, Raj Thackeray warns BJP
Thane (Maharashtra), July 4 :

Maharashtra Navnirman Sena

(MNS) chief Raj Thackeray on Sat-

urday launched a scathing attack on

the current political landscape in

the state and the country, describ-

ing it as "dirty and horrifying".

Speaking at a press conference in

Thane, Thackeray targeted the rul-

ing Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

and took a sharp dig at the rebel

MPs and MLAs who split from the Uddhav

Thackeray-led Shiv Sena faction.

Commenting on the shifting loyalties and split

within the political parties, the MNS chief did

not mince his words, using a stark analogy to

describe political defections. “The question

right now is not about those who are buying,

but about those who are up for sale. If they

are willing to sell their bodies, buyers will al-

ways be ready," he said, targeting the

breakaway faction of MPs and MLAs. Raj

Thackeray warned that the political culture taking shape

today would have damaging consequences for future

generations. "Politicians seem to have no realisation of

the precedents they are setting.

30 injured in two road

accidents in J&K's Budgam, Baramulla
Srinagar, July 4 :  At least 30

people were injured in two road

accidents in Jammu and Kash-

mir on Saturday, officials said

here.  The officials said 25

people, including the driver,

were injured after a passenger

bus met with an accident at

Kawnar, near Nasrullahpora in

central Kashmir's Budgam dis-

trict. The bus was travelling from

Beerwah to Budgam when the

accident occurred. The circum-

stances leading to the mishap

were not immediately known.

Before emergency responders

reached the scene.
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Former bureaucrats recall

PM Modi's role in Digital India journey

E
leven years ago, Digital India was merely a

concept. Today, it stands as one of the most

transformative initiatives in independent In-

dia, reshaping governance, economy, and daily life

for millions. Prime Minister Narendra Modi's per-

sonal vision and relentless drive turned this idea into

a national mission that has bridged the digital divide

and empowered citizens like never before. Two

former bureaucrats shared their experiences on the

X handle of Modi Story about how "Digital India"

came to reality. Soon after assuming office in 2014,

Prime Minister Modi entrusted senior bureaucrat

Tapan Ray with steering the Digital India and e-Gov-

ernance agenda. His ambition was vast: building ro-

bust digital infrastructure, extending broadband con-

nectivity to every village, boosting electronics manu-

facturing, and ensuring technology benefits reached

the last mile. Ray recalled the Prime Minister's deep

personal involvement, noting that PM Modi himself

finalised the iconic Digital India logo, reflecting his

hands-on approach from the outset.

The formal launch took place on July 1, 2015.

Another former bureaucrat, RS Sharma, who was

closely involved in the preparations, remembered

briefing the Prime Minister on key components such

as DigiLocker, online hospital registrations, and digi-

tal KYC (know your customer) processes.

At one point, PM Modi posed a straightforward yet

profound question: "How will you explain

DigiLocker to an ordinary citizen?" When officials

struggled with technical jargon, the Prime Minister

stepped in with a simple, relatable analogy.

He described a job applicant rushing to an interview,

fumbling through physical certificates.

"If all documents are safely stored in a DigiLocker

on the phone," PM Modi explained, "they can be ac-

cessed and shared instantly whenever needed."

This ability to simplify complex technological con-

cepts into everyday language that common citizens

use today highlights PM Modi's unique strength.

He not only grasped advanced digital tools but also

ensured they were designed with the commoners in

mind. Over the past decade, Digital India has deliv-

ered remarkable outcomes. Villages once cut off from

the world now enjoy broadband access.

Revolutionary platforms like UPI have transformed

payments, while Direct Benefit Transfer has plugged

leakages in welfare schemes.

India has built one of the world's most advanced digi-

tal public infrastructures, enabling seamless services

in areas ranging from banking and healthcare to edu-

cation and governance. What began as a bold vision

in 2014 has today become an integral part of Indian

life, fostering transparency, efficiency, and inclusion.

As the nation marks another milestone in its digital

journey, the story of Digital India remains a power-

ful testament to visionary leadership that prioritises

people-centric innovation.

Bihar’s health department to instal

CCTV cameras in all government hospitals: Nishant Kumar
Patna, July 4 : Bihar Health

Minister Nishant Kumar has

announced a series of mea-

sures aimed at improving the

functioning of government

hospitals, including the instal-

lation of CCTV cameras across

all state-run healthcare facili-

ties and the deployment of ad-

ditional ambulances on high-

ways.  The announcements

were made on Wednesday af-

ter the minister heard public

grievances during a Janata

Darbar at the JD(U) state of-

fice in Patna.

Nishant Kumar said CCTV

cameras will be installed in all

government hospitals in Bihar

to facilitate continuous moni-

toring of hospital operations.

According to the minister, the

surveillance system will be

connected to a control room in

Patna, enabling officials to

monitor staff attendance and

the functioning of hospitals.

He noted that complaints are

frequently received regarding

doctors, nurses, and paramedi-

cal staff not reporting for duty

on time.

He said disciplinary action

would be taken against person-

nel found negligent through the

monitoring process.

The Health Minister stated that

government hospitals are ex-

pected to stock 504 categories of

medicines, but currently only

around 350 varieties are avail-

able.

He directed officials to ensure

that all designated medicines are

supplied regularly so that pa-

tients can access the prescribed

drugs without facing shortages.

Nishant Kumar also stressed the

need to keep essential medical

equipment operational.

He said special attention would

be given to the maintenance of

MRI machines, CT scanners,

and other diagnostic equipment.

The minister noted that situa-

tions where equipment remains

non-functional for months or

years should not occur.

If hospitals lack trained techni-

cians or operators, appointments

will be made to ensure diagnos-

tic services remain available.

To improve emergency medical

response, Nishant Kumar an-

nounced that the government

plans to deploy 100 ambulances

along national and state high-

ways across Bihar.

He also revealed plans to

strengthen trauma care infra-

structure through the establish-

ment of 11 level-3 trauma cen-

tres and 5 level-3 trauma hospi-

tals.

The proposed facilities are in-

tended to provide quicker treat-

ment to accident victims and im-

prove emergency healthcare ser-

vices. Nishant Kumar said im-

proving healthcare services re-

mains a priority for the state

government, and that hospital

performance will be monitored

continuously.

Referring to his recent inspec-

tion of Patna Medical College

and Hospital (PMCH), he re-

called expressing dissatisfaction

with the conditions there and

stated that surprise inspections

of government hospitals across

Bihar would continue to ensure

better service delivery and ac-

countability.

Prasoon Joshi to be honoured with

inaugural ‘NBT Bhushan Samman’ at NBT Utsav 2026

Kolkata, July 4 : The Sashastra

Seema Bal (SSB) seized large sums

of Indian currency along the India-

Nepal border in Siliguri, West Bengal,

officials said on Saturday.

The money was seized on Saturday in

two interceptions and was being taken

to Nepal without any proper documen-

tation.

Two persons -- an Indian and a Nepali

citizen -- have been detained and

handed over to the Customs depart-

ment for further legal proceedings.

Large sums of money being taken to

Nepal have to be disclosed at the bor-

der customs office. The first incident

occurred around 10.15 a.m. on Tues-

day during routine checking on the

BIT New Bridge, Panitanki, by troops

of the 41 Bn SSB Ranidanga.

During the search, Rs 800,000 in Rs

500 currency notes was found hidden

in the luggage of a man travelling to

Nepal by public transport. The man

was identified as Bigyan Rai (27), a

resident of Khotang in Sagarmatha,

Nepal. He was unable to provide de-

tails about the large sum of money in

his possession.

SSB seizes Rs 16 lakh cash in

two interceptions near India-Nepal border

KYCs of 6 lakh beneficiaries in 100-day job scheme under

MGNREGA not updated in previous regime in South 24 Parganas
Kolkata, July 4 : Around six

lakh beneficiaries of the 100-

day job scheme from South

24 Parganas under the former

Mahatma Gandhi National

Rural Employment Guaran-

tee Act (MGNREGA) during

the previous Mamata

Banerjee-led regime in West

Bengal will not be a part of

the Viksit Bharat-Guarantee

for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mis-

sion (Gramin) (VB-G RAM

G) Scheme because their e-

KYC is pending.  Insiders

from the state secretariat of

Nabanna explained that

Aadhaar-based filtering and

filling up of e-KYC is man-

datory in the VB-G RAM G

Scheme, which comes into

effect in West Bengal from

Saturday. Now, said a state gov-

ernment official on condition of

anonymity, this filtering process

revealed irregularities in the

implementation of the

MGNREGA scheme during the

previous Trinamool Congress re-

gime in South 24 Parganas district.

“Out of a total of 23,40,050 job

card holders in 29 blocks in South

24 Parganas district, 5,82,998 job

card holders currently have e-

KYC pending and there has been

no initiative so far on part of these

beneficiaries to update the KYC.

Our strong suspicion is that these

5.82 lakh odd beneficiaries had

been fake job card holders who

had been enjoying the benefits of

the previous MGNREGA scheme

so far illegally,” alleged the state

government official.

“This, as we think, is just the tip

of the iceberg. Shortly, detailed

and district-wise data on the miss-

ing beneficiaries will be com-

piled and released,” claimed the

state government official. He

further said that in South 24

Parganas, although the Block

Development Officers (BDOs)

issued repeated instructions for

the missing beneficiaries to up-

date their e-KYC, it failed to

evoke a response. The state gov-

ernment official explained that

the state government had

identified four major reasons

why these missing beneficia-

ries could have refrained

from updating their e-KYC.

“The first reason is the fear

of getting identified as a fake

job-card holder in the bio-

metric system of recognition.

Second is the fear of reveal-

ing the forgery where money

was allotted in the previous

regime in the name of de-

ceased beneficiaries.
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New Delhi, July 4 : Acclaimed writer, lyricist and

screenwriter Prasoon Joshi is set to be honoured with

the inaugural 'NBT Bhushan Samman' at the

Navbharat Times (NBT) Utsav 2026 on July 4. The

special honour has been instituted by NBT Delhi to

reward outstanding and enduring contributions in the

fields of literature, culture, creativity, and mass com-

munication.  The celebrated creative icon will receive

the NBT Bhushan Samman by Union Defence Min-

ister Rajnath Singh during NBT Utsav 2026, slated

for July 4 in the national capital.

Prasoon Joshi is among India's most distinguished

creative minds, whose words have transcended cin-

ema to become expressions of hope, emotion, patrio-

tism, and social change. Through memorable works

in films such as Rang De Basanti, Taare Zameen

Par, Bhaag Milkha Bhaag, and Neerja, he has

forged a lasting connection with audiences across

generations. His writing reflects the aspirations of

youth, the spirit of the nation, and the depth of

human relationships, making his work an integral

part of contemporary Indian cultural life.

Beyond cinema, Prasoon Joshi has established

himself as a leading voice in literature and adver-

tising. His poetry and prose are celebrated for their

emotional depth, while his acclaimed advertising

campaigns are known for their simplicity, creativ-

ity, and ability to connect with millions. His ex-

ceptional command over language and distinctive

storytelling have earned him recognition as one

of India's most influential creative personalities.

“Prasoon Joshi's remarkable creative journey con-

tinues to inspire generations of young Indians. It

is with this vision that the publication is institut-

ing the NBT Bhushan

Samman, beginning with one

of the country's most respected

cultural icons,” NBT Delhi

said in a press statement. “The

award will honour individuals

whose extraordinary contribu-

tions have enriched Indian so-

ciety, culture, and public life,”

it further said about the pur-

pose behind introducing a new

honour at its annual flagship

event.

Notably, Prasoon Joshi was re-

cently appointed as the head

of a study group set up by the

Centre to recommend mea-

sures for strengthening the In-

dian film industry and expand-

ing theatre infrastructure in

the country.

Joshi, the chairman of Prasar

Bharati and long-time adver-

tising and film professional,

will chair the study group. The

panel will also include indus-

try experts and technology

partners and will submit its

report to the ministry within

three months.

SIT doing its job, no need to

interfere : Shia cleric on Owaisi's Ram Mandir remarks
Lucknow, July 4 : All India

Shia Personal Law Board

(AISPLB) spokesperson

Maulana Yasoob Abbas on Sat-

urday said that All India Majlis-

e-Ittehadul Muslimeen

(AIMIM) President

Asaduddin Owaisi should not

interfere in the internal poli-

tics of Uttar Pradesh follow-

ing the latter's remarks over

the investigation into

Ayodhya's Ram Temple dona-

tion embezzlement case.

Addressing a rally in Uttar

Pradesh's Bijnor on Monday,

Owaisi, while taking a jibe at

the Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath-led Uttar Pradesh

government, said that if

there had been a Muslim in

the Ram Mandir Trust, the

government would have

shot him in an encounter

and bulldozed his house by

now.

"They should have kept a

Muslim in the temple trust

and closed the case with his

encounter and by bulldoz-

ing his house. But currently

the accused are enjoying,"

Owaisi had said.

Reacting to this, Shia cleric

Abbas told IANS, "There is

no need to make such state-

ments, as the Ayodhya is-

sue is a very serious one."



Washington, July 4 : Facing

a sharp rise in fuel prices and

disruptions in global shipping

routes, the White House is con-

sidering a temporary waiver of

the century-old Jones Act to

allow more vessels to deliver

energy and agricultural sup-

plies to US ports.  Press Sec-

retary Karoline Leavitt con-

firmed that this major move

is under consideration but has

not yet been finalised.

“In the interest of national de-

fense, the White House is

considering waiving the

Jones Act for a limited period

of time to ensure vital energy

products and agricultural ne-

cessities are flowing freely to

US ports,” Leavitt told IANS.

“This action has not been

finalised,” she said in re-

sponse to a question. The

Jones Act, enacted in 1920,

requires that goods trans-

ported between US ports be

carried on ships that are

American-built, American-

owned, and American-

crewed.

US mulls shipping

waiver amid oil shock

Seoul, July 4 : South Korea's

Industry Minister Kim Jung-

kwan said Saturday the

government's fuel price cap

system is already showing

signs of stabilising prices less

than a day after taking effect.

Kim held a meeting with offi-

cials from South Korean oil

refineries, gas stations and the

Korea National Oil Corpora-

tion to review the domestic

energy markets on the first day

of the fuel price cap system's

implementation, Yonhap

News Agency reported.

The temporary cap system

took effect at midnight Thurs-

day as part of the government's

efforts to ease soaring fuel

prices and reduce burdens on

consumers, setting maximum

prices of products oil refiner-

ies supply to gas stations and

distributors. The initial price

South Korea's Industry minister says

fuel price cap system already showing price stabilisation effect
ceiling was set at 1,724 won

(USD 1.16) per litre for regu-

lar gasoline, 1,713 won per

litre for diesel and 1,320 won

per litre for lamp oil. The

maximum price threshold

will be readjusted every

two weeks to reflect

changes in international oil

prices until the government

decides to end the system

when it determines that do-

mestic fuel prices have

been stabilized. After the

meeting, Kim told reporters

the market is already expe-

riencing price cuts on the

first day of the system, not-

ing that gas stations and oil

refineries are actively coop-

erating with the program.

Kim asked gas stations dur-

ing the meeting to cooper-

ate with the program as

price ceilings.
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Pakistan: Young doctors announce

suspension of emergency facilities in Quetta
Quetta, July 4 : Protesting

young doctors have an-

nounced the suspension of

all emergency services and

routine medical facilities in

public sectors hospitals, in-

cluding Civil Hospital

Quetta, after they were

stopped from holding a pro-

test sit-in in Red Zone of

capital of Pakistan's south-

western province

Balochistan, local media re-

ported on Saturday.  Doctors

have been holding protest

against the acid attack on a

female doctor inside a hos-

pital in Quetta.

Previously, the Young Doctors As-

sociation (YDA) leadership had

announced a sit-in near the Red

Zone to raise their demands, lead-

ing Pakistani daily Dawn reported.

However, ahead of the protest, the

local authorities deployed heavy

contingents of police at all gates

of Civil Hospital and blocked

roads leading to the Red Zone.

Despite the restrictions imposed

by the authorities, doctors man-

aged to reach Anscomb Road and

tried to break through the police

blockade but failed. They held

protest and shouted slogans

against the government before

being turned back by police.

According to the doctors, the

police manhandled some of

their colleagues who were pro-

testing. However, the police and

local authorities have denied the

allegations, stating that authori-

ties had only blocked the roads

and hospital gates. Speaking to

reporters, YDA Supreme Coun-

cil chairman Dr Hafeez

slammed authorities for stop-

ping what he said was a peace-

ful protest, Dawn reported. "Al-

though the protesting doctors

were carrying no weapons.

US lawmakers
urge action on China law
Washington, July 4 : A bipartisan group

of 14 members of the US House of Repre-

sentatives has urged Secretary of State

Marco Rubio to publicly condemn China's

new Ethnic Unity Law, calling it a tool of

"forced assimilation, ideological control,

and transnational repression" targeting Ti-

betans, Uyghurs, Southern Mongolians and

other ethnic minority communities.  The

appeal, led by Congressmen Jim

McGovern, Chris Smith and Indian-Ameri-

can Congressman Ro Khanna, comes a day

before the law takes effect on July 1. "Far

from promoting genuine equality among

ethnic groups, this law codifies and expands

the Chinese Communist Party's

majoritarian campaign of forced assimila-

tion against Tibetans, Uyghurs, Southern

Mongolians, and other non-Han Chinese

communities," the lawmakers wrote in their

letter to Rubio. "We respectfully urge the

Department of State to respond publicly and

forcefully to this law before it goes into

effect on July 1, 2026, and to make clear

that the United States rejects the CCP's at-

tempt to disguise forced assimilation as 'eth-

nic unity'," they said. According to the

lawmakers, China's Law on Promoting

Ethnic Unity and Progress, adopted by

the National People's Congress on March

12, contradicts the country's own consti-

tutional guarantees of regional ethnic au-

tonomy while giving legal force to poli-

cies of assimilation against minority

communities. The letter argues that the

legislation extends policies previously

implemented in Tibet and Xinjiang across

China, placing minority languages, cul-

tures, religions and identities beneath

what it describes as a Han Chinese-domi-

nated national identity. The lawmakers

also expressed concern over the law's ex-

traterritorial provisions.

Canadian businessman Maninder

Sidhu appointed as International Trade Minister
Ottawa, July 4 : Canadian businessman Maninder

Sidhu, who was a parliamentary secretary, has been

appointed as International Trade Minister.

Sidhu, 41, who was sworn in as a minister on Sat-

urday, is an entrepreneur who runs his own inter-

national trade specialist business.

He says in his LinkedIn page that he “worked with

businesses across Canada to provide strategic ad-

vice with a focus on trade, tariffs and growth op-

portunities”. Elected to parliament in 2019, he did

a short stint as the parliamentary secretary to the

Foreign Minister. Sidhu next parlayed his business

experience to become the parliamentary sec-

retary to the International Trade Minister and

has now jumped to Prime Minister Mark

Carney’s cabinet, assuming that portfolio.

He said in an X post that Carney has placed

his confidence in him “to diversify trade, sup-

port Canadian businesses in reaching new glo-

bal markets.

India-Brazil-South Africa fund drives

women’s empowerment through development

United Nations, July 4  : The India-Bra-

zil-South Africa (IBSA) Fund has emerged

as a strong vehicle of South-South coop-

eration promoting women’s empowerment

through development, according to leaders

from the three nations.

The Fund is “a far-sighted joint initiative

of the government of India, Brazil and

South Africa, that has proven its utility by

supporting over 50 development assistance

projects across close to 40 countries since

its establishment in 2004”, Savitri Thakur,

India’s Minister of State for Women and

Child Development, said on Saturday. “To

walk the talk, we have supported many

projects relating to the development of

women”, she said at an event commemo-

rating the success stories of Women-Led

Development and South-South Coopera-

tion. “South-South cooperation holds pro-

found value for gender equality and the em-

powerment of women and girls”, said

Sindisiwe Chikunga, South Africa’s Min-

ister for Women, Youth and Persons with

Disabilities. She said that “at a time when

multilateralism is under pressure and de-

velopment finance is increasingly condi-

tional and contested”, the role of the IBSA

Fund becomes important.



'Serious consequences for criminal justice

administration': Delhi HC flags practice of parallel bail pleas
New Delhi, July 4 : The Delhi

High Court has expressed seri-

ous concerns over the practice

of filing parallel bail applica-

tions before different courts

without disclosure.

A single-judge Bench of Jus-

tice Swarana Kanta Sharma

disapproved of the fact that the

accused had moved a fresh bail

plea before the trial court with-

out disclosing that a similar ap-

plication was already pending

before the Delhi High Court.

While declining to interfere with

the regular bail already granted to

an accused in an FIR registered

under Sections 363, 376, and 506

of the IPC and Section 6 of the

POCSO Act, Justice Sharma ob-

served that curtailing his liberty

at this stage would not serve the

ends of justice.  "It is with a sense

of disapproval, that this court

notes that in the contents of the

bail application filed before the

learned trial court on behalf of the

petitioner, it is nowhere disclosed

that the present bail application

had been filed before this court

and notice had been issued," the

bench said, adding that such con-

duct "would essentially amount to

suppression of a material fact".  It

stressed that every advocate is

expected to act with "fairness,

candour, and transparency", and

withholding the pendency of a bail

application before a superior court

was not acceptable.  An FIR was

registered at Mohan Garden po-

lice station based on a complaint

from the mother of a 15-year-old

girl, who accused a neighbour

known to the family of repeatedly

sexually assaulting her, threaten-

ing her, and forcing her into si-

lence.  In its order, the Delhi High

Court noted that the accused’s ear-

lier bail applications had been dis-

missed by the trial court on May

13 and July 10, 2025. Subse-

quently, while the bail plea was

pending before the Delhi HC and

listed for hearing on September

24, 2025, the trial court granted

bail to the accused on September

4, 2025, after the victim turned

hostile during her testimony.  Jus-

tice Sharma observed that the pen-

dency of the bail application be-

fore it was "well within the

knowledge of the Investigat-

ing Officer", who had ex-

pressly stated in his reply be-

fore the trial court that the

Left stone on our head while we slept,
Sanjay Raut blasts Sachin Ahir’s defection; calls for introspection
Mumbai, July 4 : Launch-

ing a scathing attack on party

legislator and deputy leader

Sachin Ahir for his switch,

Shiv Sen (UBT) MP Sanjay

Raut on Saturday said that

Ahir left them in the dark,

dropping a stone on their

heads while they were asleep.

“Even if you call this your

political journey, history will

remember it as a tainted one.

If you choose to leave even

after being given everything,

it means political greed is

destroying you. Try poaching

workers who desire abso-

lutely nothing. A kind of de-

cay and degradation is under-

way in the state," Raut said.

He further observed that

loyal party workers who stand by

the organisation through thick and

thin have become a rarity.

The remarks by Raut came a day

after Ahir jumped the ship to join

the Shinde camp and filed his

nomination for the post of

Maharashtra Legislative Council

Deputy Chairperson.

Recalling Ahir's political trajec-

tory, Raut told reporters that

Ahir’s career had hit a roadblock

after his defeat by Sunil Shinde.

However, Aaditya Thackeray re-

vived his political future by mak-

ing him an MLC, appointing him

as a deputy leader, making him the

working president of the Bhartiya

Kamgar Sena, and handing over

the entire responsibility of Pune

district to him.

"Sachin Ahir was an extremely

close associate of Aaditya

Thackeray. He cannot claim that

no one was meeting him or listen-

ing to him, because Aaditya

Thackeray and Uddhav Saheb met

him daily," Raut asserted.

When asked if Sachin Ahir’s de-

fection would increase difficulties

for Aaditya Thackeray in the

Worli Assembly constituency,

Raut remarked that content-

ment is crucial for any human

being. Raut made a candid

statement raising questions

about the party's current pre-

dicament and admitted, "For

our political future.

Jaipur, July 4 : Union Culture

and Tourism Minister, Gajendra

Singh Shekhawat, on Saturday, re-

called an inspiring interaction

with Prime Minister Narendra

Modi, describing him as a leader

who recognises the potential of

others and amplifies it in a way

that motivates everyone.

Sharing the anecdote on social

media platform X, Union Minis-

ter Shekhawat said the incident

left a deep imprint on him and con-

tinues to guide his public life.

Recounting the moment from

2017, when he was serving as a

Member of Parliament, the Union

Minister added that he had gone

to meet the Prime Minister regard-

ing an issue regarding his Assem-

bly constituency.

After addressing the matter, PM

Modi asked Union Minister

Shekhawat to stay back and posed

an unusual but thoughtful ques-

tion: "As a Sansaad (Member of

PM Modi's leadership inspires

innovation, says Union Minister Gajendra Shekhawat
Parliament), what kind of work

have you been doing apart from

raising issues?"

The Union Minister briefly ex-

plained an initiative he had

started -- an internship

programme inviting students

from IITs, IIMs, and other pre-

mier institutions to work on lo-

cal problems and contribute to-

wards fresh ideas.

For Union Minister Shekhawat,

it was just a five-minute expla-

nation, but for the Prime Minis-

ter, it became an idea worth high-

lighting. At the very next meet-

ing with BJP MPs, PM Modi not

only mentioned Union Minister

Shekhawat's initiative but also

placed it at the centre of his ad-

dress. According to Union Min-

ister Shekhawat, the Prime Min-

ister praised the programme both

at the beginning and end of his

speech, urging other MPs to

adopt similar innovative ap-

Delhi govt to introduce lifetime licensing

to ease legal metrology framework : Minister Sirsa
New Delhi, July 4 : In a push to improve the business

climate, the Delhi government has decided to discon-

tinue periodic licence renewal for manufacturers, deal-

ers and repairers under the Weights and Measures rules

and replace it with a self-declaration-based approval

system, an official said on Saturday.

The reform is part of Delhi’s Deregulation Exercise

2.0, which seeks to reduce compliance burden and

rationalise regulatory frameworks across departments,

said Industries and Food Supplies Minister Manjinder

Singh Sirsa. “The objective is to reduce friction, im-

prove trust, and build a regulatory system that sup-

ports growth while retaining accountability,” Sirsa said.

The reform amends the Delhi Legal Metrology (En-

forcement) Rules, 2011, to remove the requirement of

physical site inspection before the grant of a licence

and allow licences to be issued on a self-declaration

basis, said Sirsa.

The move is expected to substantially improve the ease

of starting and operating businesses in the sector by

reducing delays, procedural bottlenecks

and unnecessary interface points, he said.

“Delhi is moving towards a governance

model that is reform-driven, trust-based

and responsive to the needs of industry.

Honest businesses should not be weighed

down by repetitive and avoidable proce-

dures,” Sirsa said.

Currently, the Weights and Measures

Department supports a robust ecosystem

of 600-plus active businesses across the

national capital, comprising 154 licensed

manufacturers, 421 dealers, and 24 re-

pairers.

Chennai, July 4 : A man from

Ramanathapuram district of

Tamil Nadu has been arrested

for allegedly sexually harassing

a woman software engineer in

Chennai's Perungudi locality.

According to the police, the in-

cident occurred on Tuesday

night in Perungudi, an area

known for housing several IT

companies.

The victim, a young woman

hailing from Kerala, is em-

ployed at a private IT firm in

the area. She was reportedly

attacked, gagged, and sexually

harassed by the accused while

returning to her residence.

Based on the woman's com-

plaint, the Chennai city police

launched a swift investigation

and traced the accused, identi-

fied as 30-year-old

Lokeshwaran, a native of

Ramanathapuram. He was

taken into custody and interro-

gated by the police. During

questioning, Lokeshwaran con-

fessed to having committed the

crime while under the influence

of alcohol.

Police said the accused did not

know the victim personally, and

the assault appeared to be

random.The victim, deeply

shaken by the incident, was

provided immediate medical

attention and counselling sup-

port.

Youth arrested for

sexually harassing

woman in Chennai

New Delhi, July 4 : The Con-

gress party on Saturday ex-

pressed its disapproval of the

government's reaction to the re-

cent assassination of Ayatollah

Khamenei, claiming that there

has been a lack of response re-

Congress questions govt’s

'silence' on Ayatollah Khamenei's assassination
garding the matter, and even Par-

liament has failed to make an

obituary reference.  In a social

media post on X, Congress MP

Jairam Ramesh stated: “Ayatollah

Khameini, the constitutional head

of state in Iran.

New Delhi, July 4 : The Min-

istry of Steel has approved the

granting of Miniratna Cat-

egory-I status to engineering

major MECON Limited, as the

Central Public Sector Enter-

prise (PSE) has achieved the

required financial milestones

which include generating con-

tinuous profits in the last three

years, according to an official

statement issued on Saturday.

Govt grants

Miniratna status to

MECON Limited

Amid Sabarimala case heat,

ex-Devaswom Minister meets Ramesh Chennithala
Thiruvananthapuram, July

4 : A surprise visit by former

Devaswom Minister

Kadakampally Surendran to

the official residence of Kerala

Home Minister Ramesh

Chennithala on Wednesday

has triggered political specu-

lation, with the purpose of the

meeting remaining unclear.

Surendran, one of the tallest

CPI(M) leaders in the state

capital city, who arrived riding

a scooter accompanied by an-

other person, told waiting re-

porters that he had come to

meet the minister with a rec-

ommendation on behalf of his

companion.

However, he did not disclose

the nature of the recommenda-

tion.

The absence of any official

clarification has fuelled dis-

cussion in political circles,

particularly in the backdrop of

developments in the Special

Investigation Team (SIT)

probe into the alleged

Sabarimala gold scam.

The timing of the meeting has

attracted attention as the SIT

is understood to be in the fi-

nal stages of submitting its

chargesheet in the cases reg-

istered in connection with the

alleged scam. Surendran had

served as Devaswom Minis-

ter during the period covered

by one of the two cases un-

der investigation.

While there is no suggestion

that Saturday's meeting was

connected to the investiga-

tion, the unexpected visit to

the Home Minister's official

residence has inevitably

raised political eyebrows.

Surendran was until recently

the MLA representing

Kazhakootam but lost the

constituency in the April As-

sembly election to BJP leader

V. Muraleedharan.

The visit also drew attention

for an unrelated reason.
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Seoul, July 4 : Seoul's antitrust

watchdog said on Saturday it has

launched an investigation into

US-based Google, as well as its

Singaporean and South Korean

offices, over allegations of vio-

lations of the fair trade law in-

volving game developers on its

app marketplace.

The Fair Trade Commission

(FTC) said its examiners' report

showed Google has abused its

dominance in the Android mar-

Seoul launches probe
into Google's alleged fair trade violation

ketplace, with related sales total-

ling US$9.21 billion. Under the

law, the watchdog may impose a

fine of up to 6 per cent of the

amount following its delibera-

tions. The FTC said Google signed

the Games Velocity Program

(GVP) agreements with major

game developers at home and

abroad to prevent their potential

departure from its app market-

place, reports Yonhap news

agency.

The programme centres on

subsidising game developers'

costs for using Google services,

such as Google Cloud and adver-

tising, on the condition that they

give Google most favourable

treatment compared to other app

marketplaces, including earlier re-

lease dates. The FTC said its ex-

aminers had concluded that the

agreements had significantly hin-

dered game developers from en-

tering rival app marketplaces.

New Delhi, July 4 : Leading

automaker Mahindra &amp;

Mahindra Ltd. on Saturday

said its overall auto sales for

June 2026 stood at 1,06,207

vehicles, a growth of 37 per

cent YoY, including exports.

Utili ty vehicle domestic

sales were 60,393 units, up

28 per cent year-on-year,

while total UV sales, includ-

ing exports, were 61,504

units,  a release from

Mahindra &amp; Mahindra

Ltd said. Nalinikanth

Gollagunta, CEO, Automo-

tive Division, M&amp;M

Ltd. said the company

achieved SUV sales of

60,393 units and LCV

&lt;3.5T segment sales of

26,076 units, delivering ro-

bust growth of 28 per cent

and 35 per cent, respectively

in June. The company added

that total exports for the

month were 5,918 vehicles,

marking a YoY growth of 125

Mumbai, July 4 : The domestic benchmark indices opened lower on

Saturday amid mixed global cues, as selling was seen in the auto, PSU

bank and financial service sectors in the early trade.  At around 9.31 am,

Sensex was trading 40.79 points or 0.05 per cent down at 82,018.63 while

the Nifty declined 22.10 point or 0.09 per cent at 24,923.35.

Mahindra & Mahindra reports
37 pc rise in June sales at 1,06,207 units

per cent. It reported light com-

mercial vehicle (LCV) sales of

39,896 units. The auto firm saw

strong performance across light

commercial vehicle

subsegments, with LCVs under

2 tonnes at 3,508 units, surging 36

per cent, and LCVs of 2 tonnes–

3.5 tonnes at 22,568 units, rising

35 per cent. In addition, three-

wheelers showed a 63 per cent

sharp surge, with sales of 13,820

units compared to 8,454 in the

prior year. Mahindra &amp;

Mahindra Ltd.’s Farm Equipment

Business (FEB) announced that

domestic tractor sales in June

2026 stood at 58,177 units, re-

flecting a 12 per cent year-on-

year growth. Total tractor sales

during June 2026 were at

59,935 units, as against

53,392 units for the same

period last year. Exports for

the month stood at 1,758

units. “While it is early to

assess the full impact of

emerging El Niño condi-

tions, strong government

interventions like sustained

fertilizer subsidies and tar-

geted support measures at

the local level are expected

to mitigate some of the risk

to farmers and cushion its

impact to the Kharif sea-

son,” said Veejay Nakra,

President – Farm Equip-

ment Business, Mahindra

&amp; Mahindra Ltd.

Sensex, Nifty open a tad
lower amid mixed global cues

Auto sales in June: Maruti

Suzuki India crosses

2 lakh units, Toyota rises 7 pc
New Delhi, July 4 : India's passen-

ger vehicle market ended June 2026

on a positive note, with major

automakers reporting healthy sales,

led by strong demand and sustained

export momentum.

While Maruti Suzuki India crossed

the 2 lakh-unit sales mark, Toyota

Kirloskar Motor (TKM) posted a 7

pc year-on-year increase in monthly

sales.

Hyundai Motor India reported over

51,000 units in total sales despite a

temporary production disruption

caused by a fire at a supplier's facil-

ity.

Maruti Suzuki India sold a total of

200,390 units in June 2026, compris-

ing 150,150 units in the domestic

market, 7,472 units supplied to other

OEMs, and 42,768 units exported,

underscoring its continued leader-

ship in the country's passenger ve-

hicle segment.

New Delhi, July 4 : The num-

ber of motorists using FASTag

annual passes on highways has

shot up to 19 per cent of all toll

pass traffic, which represents a

six percentage point growth in

the last six months from around

13 per cent in December 2025,

according to figures compiled by

the Reserve Bank of India (RBI).

The total vehicle trips through

toll gates in June this year

touched 44.4 crore, in which an-

nual passes accounted for 8.4

crore. The 36 crore trips cumu-

latively raised Rs 7,214 crore

during the month.

During June 2025, FASTag re-

ported 38.6 crore trips, raising Rs

6,973 crore. While the cumula-

tive volume growth stood at 15

per cent, the value growth stood

at 3.5 percent. The slower pace

of collections was due to the in-

creased use of annual passes, the

data showed.

FASTag annual pass

traffic surges to

19 pc of all toll pass traffic

Mumbai, July 4 : Jivial Industries made a weak

debut on the BSE SME platform on Saturday, with

its shares listing significantly below the initial pub-

lic offering (IPO) price.  The stock opened at Rs

156.80 per share, reflecting a discount of 20 per cent

compared to its issue price of Rs 196. Selling pres-

sure continued after the listing, dragging the stock

down by nearly 4 per cent from its opening level.

At one stage, the share price had declined 22.83 per

cent from the IPO price, highlighting a disappoint-

ing market debut for the SME-listed company.

Jivial Industries shares list at 20 pc

discount, extend losses after weak debut

More than 7 crore

ITRs filed so far: Income Tax Department
New Delhi, July 4 : The Income Tax Department on Satur-

day said that over 7 crore income tax returns (ITRs) have

already been filed for the Assessment Year (AY) 2025-26,

as the deadline of September 16 draws to a close.

In a post on social media platform X, the Department

thanked taxpayers and tax professionals for helping achieve

this milestone and urged those who have not yet filed their

returns to do so at the earliest. “More than 7 crore ITRs

have been filed so far and still counting.

Govt dismisses reports calling
E20 programme an 'experiment' as false
New Delhi, July 4 : The Of-

fice of the Attorney General

(AG) of India has dismissed

as false, media reports

claiming that the Centre had

described its Ethanol

Blended Petrol (EBP)

Programme, including the

20 per cent ethanol blending

(E20) initiative, as an "on-

going experiment" before

the Supreme Court.

In a clarification, the AG’s

office stated that certain re-

ports published on Saturday

had incorrectly attributed

submissions to Attorney

General R. Venkataramani

— the Centre’s highest law

officer — during the hearing

of a special leave petition

(SLP) filed by Bharat Petroleum

Corporation Limited (BPCL) in

the ethanol allocation matter.

"The reports state that the

Government's 20 per cent Ethanol

Blended Petrol (E20) Programme

is 'still an ongoing experiment' and

that 'the impact of the policy

would become clearer by next

year'. These reports are com-

pletely false and do not reflect

anything even close to the actual

submissions made before the

Hon'ble Court," the clarification

said.

Rejecting the reports in categori-

cal terms, the AG's office said: "At

no stage was any submission made

that the Government's Ethanol

Blended Petrol (EBP) Programme

or the E20 blending programme

is an 'experiment'. It is clarified in

explicit terms that any suggestion

that the Government described the

E20 programme before the

Hon'ble Supreme Court as an 'ex-

periment' is incorrect and does not

represent the submissions made

on behalf of the Union of India."

The clarification said that during

the hearing, AG Venkataramani

had informed the apex court that

similar writ petitions involving

identical issues relating to ethanol

allocation to dedicated etha-

nol plants were pending be-

fore different High Courts.

It was submitted that transfer

petitions were being filed be-

fore the Supreme Court so that

common questions of law

arising out of the same con-

tractual framework could be

decided together, avoiding

parallel proceedings and the

possibility of conflicting judi-

cial decisions.

BEL posts 18 pc jump in

Q4 net profit at Rs 2,127 crore, declares dividend
New Delhi, July 4 : Govern-

ment-owned Navratna com-

pany Bharat Electronics Lim-

ited (BEL) on Saturday re-

ported an 18 per cent growth in

net profit to Rs 2,127 crore for

the January-March quarter of

financial year 2024-25 com-

pared with the corresponding

figure of Rs 1,797 crore in the

same period of the previous

year.  The company’s revenue

from operations came in at Rs

9,150 crore, which was a 7 per

cent increase over the Rs 8,564

crore reported in the same pe-

riod of the previous financial

year.

BEL’s board of directors have

recommended a final dividend

of Rs 0.90 per equity share for

the financial year 2024-25.

Meanwhile, BEL has secured

additional orders worth Rs

572 crore in May since the last

disclosure on April 7, 2025.

Major orders received include

Integrated Drone Detection

and Interdiction System

(IDDIS).

07 THE INDIAN MAIL
www.theindianmail.in

05 JULY 2026

SUNDAY, HYDERABAD BUSINESS MAIL



Owner/Publisher Printed by B.Vinayaka Rao, Printed at : Sree Seshasai Enterprises, # Plot No.19, IDA Balanagar, Medchal Dist-500037,  Published from D.No. 6-3-347/9, 301 on 3 rd Floor, Riviera Apartments Dwarakapuri Colony, Punjagutta, Hyderabad 500082,

TELANGANA. Editor : B.Vinayaka Rao, Tel:48555006, Email:theindianmaildaily@gmail.com RNI No.TEL/ENG/2010/40025

Northern Command GoC-in-C calls

on J&K LG, reviews security developments
Srinagar, July 4 : Lieutenant General,

Pratik Sharma, General Officer Command-

ing-in-Chief (GoC-in-C) Northern Com-

mand, called on Jammu and Kashmir Lieu-

tenant Governor Manoj Sinha on Saturday.

Officials said that Lt Gen Pratik Sharma,

GoC-in-C Northern Command, called on

Lieutenant Governor (LG) Manoj Sinha

on Wednesday and briefed him on the lat-

est developments and different aspects per-

taining to the prevailing security scenario.

“He was accompanied by Lt Gen Prashant

Srivastava, GoC 15 Corps,” they said. This

is the first meeting between the top Army

commander and the J&amp;K LG after de-

escalation of tension between India and Pa-

kistan. The Northern Command of the In-

dian Army is responsible for the

security of the 740-km-long Line

of Control (LoC) in J&amp;K and

also for tackling terrorism in the

hinterland, working in synergy

with the UT's police and the se-

curity forces.

 After the Indian Air Force car-

ried out precision strikes at the

training camps and headquarters

of terrorist groups in Pakistan-

occupied-Kashmir (PoK) and in

Pakistan, the military response

from Pakistan focussed on heavy

mortar shelling on civilian areas

along the LoC and the Interna-

tional Border in J&amp;K. The

worst damage was suffered in

Poonch, Rajouri, Baramulla and

Kupwara districts. In addition to

loss of 18 civilian lives, over 200

houses and shops were destroyed

in Pakistan artillery fire on ci-

vilian areas in J&amp;K.

Hundreds of border residents

were shifted to safer places by

New Delhi, July 4 : The Tamil

Nadu government has moved

the Supreme Court challeng-

ing the Madras High Court's

order directing the immediate

enforcement of a statewide

ban on cow slaughter by

implementing a 1976 Govern-

ment Order.  The special leave

petition (SLP), filed by the

Secretary to the Government,

Animal Husbandry Depart-

ment, is presently under the

apex court’s defect list and is

yet to be listed for hearing.

In its plea, the Tamil Nadu

government has challenged the

May 27 order of the Madras

Bengaluru, July 4 : The Karnataka gov-

ernment is to increase state-run RTC bus

fares following successive hikes in diesel

prices, with the proposal expected to come

up for approval at the next Cabinet meet-

ing, according to official sources. Trans-

port Minister Byrathi Suresh has indicated

that a fare revision has become necessary

to ensure the financial sustainability of the

state-run transport corporations while con-

tinuing the Shakti free travel scheme for

women.  Speaking to reporters in

Bengaluru on Saturday, Suresh said the

Shakti scheme is a unique welfare initia-

tive that provides free bus travel for

women and has significantly benefited

commuters across the state. However, he

stressed that the transport corporations

must also remain financially viable.

"The Shakti free travel scheme is a unique

initiative. At the same time, our transport

corporations also need to survive. If they

are to remain sustainable, we will have to

increase ticket prices, at least marginally,"

the minister said. He said the government

Tamil Nadu moves SC against
Madras HC's statewide cow slaughter ban order

High Court, which directed the Chief Secretary and

the Director General of Police to ensure that no

cow or calf is slaughtered anywhere in the state,

either during Bakrid celebrations or on any other

day. The state government has contended that the

High Court's directions travel beyond the statutory

framework governing animal slaughter in Tamil

Nadu. According to the petition, while the Tamil

Nadu Animal Preservation Act, 1958, regulates the

slaughter of cattle by prescribing conditions under

which it may be permitted, it does not impose a

blanket prohibition.

The state government has also relied on other ap-

plicable laws, including the Prevention of Cruelty

to Animals Act, 1960, the Prevention of Cruelty to

Animals (Slaughter House) Rules, 2001, the Tamil

Nadu Urban Local Bodies Act, 1998 and the Tamil

Nadu Urban Local Bodies Rules, 2023.

K'taka govt likely to hike RTC bus fares; Minister

says need to survive while running free travel scheme
would carefully weigh

all the pros and cons be-

fore taking a decision

and would ensure that

the impact on the public

is kept to a minimum.

"We need additional

funds to continue the

Shakti scheme, and

ticket prices may have to

be increased. We will

take an appropriate de-

cision keeping the inter-

ests of the people in

mind," he added.

Suresh also pointed out

that the government has

pending dues amounting

to several hundred crore

rupees towards reim-

bursement for the Shakti

scheme and said the

Transport Department is

awaiting clearance from

the Finance Department.

Kolkata, July 4 : Kolkata Police

said on Saturday that a cop at-

tached to the Special Task Force

(STF) has been arrested on

charges of his involvement in a

robbery where a hefty amount of

a foreign exchange trading entity

was looted in broad daylight and

on the open roads in city earlier

this month.

The arrested cop has been iden-

tified as Mintu Sarkar, who was

attached to the STF of the city

police. Sarkar, an original resi-

dent of South Dinajpur district in

the northern sector of West Ben-

gal, was arrested late Tuesday

night by the sleuths of the Detec-

tive Department of the city po-

lice, which was carrying out an

investigation in the matter, an

insider from the city police said.

Sarkar is the seventh arrest made

in the case. Sources said that the

investigation is on whether

Sarkar was directly involved in

the robbery or just acted as a go-

between in the case.

Kolkata Police cop

arrested on charges

of involvement in robbery

Guwahati, July 4 : Assam Chief Minister

Himanta Biswa Sarma on Saturday said the

state government's education-focused initia-

tives are benefiting more than 36 lakh students,

asserting that various welfare measures have

significantly reduced the financial burden on

families while enabling children to pursue their

academic aspirations.

Highlighting the impact of the government's

interventions in the education sector, the Chief

Minister said the initiatives have reached thou-

sands of educational institutions across the

state, aimed at making quality education more

accessible and affordable. In a post on social

media platform X, CM Sarma said, "Our nu-

merous initiatives are making an impact on

over 36 lakh students of Assam."

Assam govt initiatives benefit over

36 lakh students, says CM Himanta Sarma

Chennai, July 4 : Former Tamil

Nadu Health Minister and

former AIADMK MLA C.

Vijayabaskar has officially an-

nounced that he will join Chief

Minister C. Joseph Vijay-led

Tamilaga Vetri Kazhagam

(TVK) on Thursday (July 2),

marking another significant po-

litical gain for the ruling party

as it continues to attract senior

leaders from the opposition.  The

induction ceremony is scheduled

to be held at 9 a.m. on Saturday

at the Four Points by Sheraton

hotel in Mamallapuram.

Former AIADMK Minister

C. Vijayabaskar to join TVK, calls it

‘new beginning’ in political journey

Latehar (Jharkhand), July 4

: Tension flared in Jharkhand’s

Latehar district on Saturday

after the death of 55-year-old

Dukhi Sao, allegedly due to

police assault in the Herhanj

police station area.

Angry villagers and family

members staged a protest by

placing his body on the Na-

Protest erupts in Jharkhand's Latehar over man’s death in police custodyProtest erupts in Jharkhand's Latehar over man’s death in police custodyProtest erupts in Jharkhand's Latehar over man’s death in police custodyProtest erupts in Jharkhand's Latehar over man’s death in police custodyProtest erupts in Jharkhand's Latehar over man’s death in police custody
tional Highway near Dharmapur,

blocking traffic for several hours.

The agitation led to a long traffic

jam on both sides of the road.

The protesters demanded action

against the policemen accused of

beating Dukhi Sao.

Senior police and administrative

officials reached the spot to pacify

the crowd, but when talks failed,

the police resorted to a lathi charge

to disperse the demonstrators. The

blockade was cleared around 1

p.m., but resentment continues to

simmer in the area.

SDPO Arvind Kumar, who was

present at the protest site, said a

medical board has been formed to

conduct a post-mortem. “If the re-

port confirms custodial assault,

strict legal action will be taken,”

he said.

According to Dukhi Sao’s family,

a police team in plain clothes

barged into their house on the

night of May 12 in connection

with a land dispute. They allege

that the police brutally assaulted

Dukhi Sao, along with women and

children in the household.

New Delhi, July 4 : In a significant breakthrough

against motor vehicle theft, an alert patrolling team

of Delhi Police arrested two vehicle thieves and re-

covered four stolen two-wheelers from the accused.

Delhi Police nabs two vehicle

thieves, 4 stolen two-wheelers recovered

New Delhi/Bengaluru, July 4 : The

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)

will hold its three-day Prant Pracharak

(State Pracharak) meeting in Belagavi,

Karnataka, from July 10 to 12, accord-

ing to sources. The development has

assumed significance amid Karnataka

Home Minister Priyank Kharge re-

peatedly demanding that the RSS fur-

nish its registration documents.

RSS meet in K'taka from July 10 amid row
over Priyank Kharge's 'registration' demand

The annual organisational meet-

ing is expected to bring together

the RSS's top leadership and se-

nior functionaries from across the

country, including its chief Mohan

Bhagwat, Sarkaryawah Dattatreya

Hosabale, all Prant Pracharaks,

and organisational secretaries rep-

resenting various affiliated

organisations.

Sources said the meeting will re-

view the Sangh's organisational

activities over the past year and

finalise plans for programmes and

expansion initiatives to be under-

taken in the coming months.

The deliberations are expected to

focus on strengthening

organisational coordination, re-

viewing the implementation of
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ongoing activities, expanding

outreach programmes, and set-

ting priorities for the RSS and

its affiliated organisations.



Addis Ababa, July 4 : The Ethiopian govern-

ment on Saturday rejected Sudan's recent accu-

sation of drone strikes as "baseless."

Sudan recalled its Ambassador to Ethiopia after

accusing Addis Ababa of a series of drone attacks

that hit its international airport on Monday.

Sudan's Foreign Minister Mohi El-Din Salem said

in a statement on Tuesday that his country is

"ready to enter into an open confrontation with

Ethiopia."

"The drones that attacked Sudanese facilities yes-

terday (Monday) were launched from Ethiopia's

Bahir Dar Airport," he said, Xinhua news agency

reported.

Sudan has the legal right to respond to the "ag-

gression" in the manner it deems appropriate, he

added. "We do not seek to initiate aggression

against any country, but whoever attacks us will

be responded to."

Ethiopia rejects
Sudan's drone strike accusation

Asim Awad

A b d e l w a h a b ,

spokesperson of

the Sudanese

Armed Forces,

said in a state-

ment that the

armed forces

"will respond

twice as hard,"

noting that the

army has "con-

firmed informa-

tion regarding

Ethiopia's partici-

pation in the ag-

gression against

Sudan."

In a statement is-

sued Tuesday, the Ethiopian Ministry of For-

eign Affairs rejected Sudan's "baseless accu-

sations" made against it, while accusing

Khartoum of violating Ethiopia's territorial

integrity.

"In recognition of the fraternal ties between

the two nations, the Ethiopian government has

exercised restraint and refrained from

publicising the grave violations of Ethiopia's

territorial integrity and national security com-

mitted by some belligerents in the Sudanese

civil war," the ministry said.

Chennai, July 4 : In its first

major organisational exercise

after losing power in the 2026

Assembly elections, the DMK

has constituted a 10-member

advisory committee to recom-

DMK launches major

organisational overhaul after 2026 poll defeat
mend sweeping structural reforms across the

party, signalling an effort to rebuild its

organisation and reconnect with the people af-

ter its electoral setback.  The defeat in the 2026

Assembly polls, which paved the way for the

party’s ouster from power after five years.

CBI arrests two postal officials in UP’s Jalaun in bribery case
Lucknow, July 4 : The Cen-

tral Bureau of Investigation

(CBI) has arrested two postal

department officials in Jalaun

district of Uttar Pradesh for

allegedly demanding and ac-

cepting bribes in connection

with official work, a statement

said on Saturday.

Those arrested have been iden-

tified as Pratik Bhargava, Sub-

Divisional Inspector (SDI), Sub-

Division Post Office, Konch,

Jalaun; and Amir Hassan, Branch

Post Master, Chandurra Post Of-

fice, Jalaun. According to the CBI,

a case was registered on Decem-

ber 15 on the basis of a complaint

alleging that the accused officials

demanded an undue advantage of

Rs 15,000 from the complainant.

The bribe was allegedly sought for

relieving him following his trans-

fer order, passing his salary for the

month of October, and for the re-

verification of his caste certificate.

The complaint further alleged that

the SDI Bhargava had earlier ex-

torted Rs 5,000 from the com-

plainant by threatening and coerc-

ing him. Following negotiations,

the accused reportedly agreed to

reduce the total bribe amount to

Rs 12,500. Out of this, the SDI

Bhargava allegedly received an

additional Rs 2,500 from the com-

plainant. Acting on the complaint,

the CBI laid a trap on Tuesday,

December 16, and caught both the

accused officials red-handed

while they were allegedly de-

manding and accepting the re-

maining bribe amount of Rs 5,000

from the complainant.

Srinagar, July 4 : The Counter Intelligence Kashmir

(CIK) wing of the Jammu and Kashmir Police said on

Saturday that it has attached the property of former

Kashmir Chamber of Commerce and Industry (KCCI)

president, Dr Mubeen Ahmed Shah.

The CIK officials said the property of Dr Mubeen Shah

was attached as part of an ongoing investigation into

a case registered in 2020. Officials said the attach-

ment involved 12 marlas of land situated in Buchwara

in Srinagar district. The action was carried out in con-

nection with FIR No. 07/2020 registered by Police

Station CIK after completing the required legal for-

malities.

A Counter Intelligence Kashmir team executed the

attachment proceedings in the presence of the local

revenue authorities, who completed the necessary

documentation on the spot. Dr Mubeen Shah, a well-

J&K Police's Counter Intelligence

wing attaches property of former KCCI chief

known industrialist who headed the Kash-

mir Chamber of Commerce and Industry

between 2006 and 2008, has been living

in Malaysia with his family since late

2019. The attachment of the property

forms part of the ongoing investigation.

Minority Education Act comes

into effect in Uttarakhand; replaces Madrasa Board
Dehradun, July 4 : The

'Uttarakhand Minority Educa-

tion Act' has come into effect

in Uttarakhand from Saturday

(July 4), Chief Minister

Pushkar Singh Dhami has an-

nounced. With this, the

Madrasa Education Board in

Uttarakhand has been com-

pletely dissolved as of July 4.

In a post on X, CM Pushkar Singh

Dhami wrote, "Today, the

'Uttarakhand Minorities Educa-

tion Act' has come into effect.

Along with this, the Madrasa Edu-

cation Board Act and the Recog-

nition Rules for Non-Governmen-

tal Arabic-Persian Madrasas have

been repealed."  Under the guid-

ance of Prime Minister Narendra

Modi, CM Dhami said that the

BJP government is committed

to establishing an education

system in the state that is

"modern, transparent, high-

quality, accountable, and

rooted in the values of nation-

building".

"The new system will ensure

an equitable and transparent

recognition process for all

minority educational institu-

tions," he said. "Our resolve

is clear: the youth of the state,

empowered by modern educa-

tion, science, technology,

skills, and Indian life values,

will play a meaningful role in

building a Viksit Uttarakhand

and a Viksit Bharat. With this

goal in mind, we are moving

forward relentlessly," the

Chief Minister added.

A new State Minority Educa-

tion Authority has come into

existence in the state as of

Saturday.

United Nation, July 4 : In-

dia has made 27 migration

and mobility agreements with

23 countries and such partner-

ships must be expanded to

provide safe pathways for

emigration and protection of

the diaspora, according to

Kirti Vardhan Singh, the Min-

ister of State for External Af-

fairs.  The agreements facili-

tate “structured and skills-

based mobility, with a strong

emphasis on worker welfare,

India's mobility pacts with 23 countries must be

expanded to protect migrants: MOS Kirti Vardhan Singh
social protection, and fair re-

cruitment practices”, he said

on Saturday at the Second In-

ternational Migration Review

Forum (IMRF). “We believe

such partnerships must con-

tinue to be strengthened and

expanded for safeguarding the

rights of our citizens abroad”,

he said. Among the agree-

ments covering worker mobil-

ity, the significant ones in-

clude pact with the European

Union signed in January.

Washington, July 4 : The

United States has launched in-

vestigations into 60 economies,

including the European Union,

India, Japan, and China, to de-

termine whether their failure to

ban imports made with forced

labour unfairly harms American

workers and businesses.

The sweeping probe was initi-

ated by the Office of the United

States Trade Representative

(USTR) on Saturday under Sec-

tion 301(b) of the Trade Act of

1974 and targets some of

Washington’s largest trading

partners. The investigations will

examine whether the acts.

US launches labour

probe on 60 economies

N'Djamena, July 4 : Twenty-

three Chadian soldiers were

killed and 26 others injured af-

ter Boko Haram militants raided

a military base in the Lake Chad

region, Chadian army spokes-

man Issakha Acheikh Chanane

said on Saturday. The militants

launched the assault on the Barka

Tolorom island base in Lake

Chad province at about 10 p.m.

local time on Monday, Chanane

said in a statement.

He noted that Chadian forces re-

sponded to the attack, killing a

23 killed in
Boko Haram attack in Chad

"significant number" of Boko

Haram militants and seizing their

weapons, Xinhua news agency

reported. "I express the nation's

deepest condolences, and to the

wounded soldiers receiving care,

I wish a speedy recovery,"

Chadian President Mahamat

Idriss Deby Itno said in a mes-

sage posted on his social media

platforms after visiting the in-

jured soldiers in a hospital.

He added that Chad remains

"united and unwavering" in the

face of the attack. Washington, July 4 : The

world is facing a “signifi-

cant disruption in the short

term” to secure global en-

ergy flows in the long run,

US Energy Secretary Chris

Wright said, defending

Washington’s decision to

release oil reserves amid

the war involving Iran.

“We’re in the midst of a sig-

nificant disruption in the

short term to fix the secu-

rity of energy flow for the

long term,” Wright said in

an interview with CNN.

Short-term energy shock

for long-term security, says

US Energy Secretary
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Govt debunks deepfake video of

Defence Secretary, blames Pakistani propaganda
New Delhi, July 4 : The Centre on Saturday debunked an

AI-generated deepfake video falsely showing Defence Sec-

retary Rajesh Kumar Singh saying that India's cyber sys-

tems were jammed on May 10 last year, attributing it to

Pakistani propaganda accounts.  As India will mark the

first anniversary of the successful military action -- Opera-

tion Sindoor -- against the high-value terror infrastructure

in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) and Pakistan, the pro-

paganda accounts of the neighbouring rogue nation are ac-

tively spreading fake information relating to last year's

conflict.

In a post on X, the government's PIB Fact Check stated,

"Pakistani propaganda accounts are circulating a digitally

altered video of Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh

making false claims that Pakistan jammed India's systems

on May 10." The manipulated clip repurposes an original

statement by the Secretary on India's defence exports

growth and global demand, with no mention of Pakistan or

jamming incidents. The government also shared the origi-

nal video and warned the citi-

zens against believing this in-

formation.

"Beware! This is an AI-gener-

ated deepfake video being cir-

culated to spread misinforma-

tion... Defence Secretary

Rajesh Kumar Singh did NOT

give any such statement...

Don't be misled by edited vid-

eos. Verify before sharing," the

government added.

On April 22, 2025, Pakistan-

backed terrorists carried out

the Pahalgam terror attack and

brutally massacred 26 people.

New Delhi, July 4 : The Supreme Court Col-

legium, headed by Chief Justice of India (CJI)

Surya Kant, has recommended the appointment of

two judicial officers as judges of the Punjab and

Haryana High Court.

The recommendation for the appointment of judi-

cial officers Ramesh Chander Dimri and Neerja

Kulwant Kalson was originally initiated by the

Chief Justice of the P&amp;H High Court in con-

sultation with his two senior-most colleagues.

"The Supreme Court Collegium, in its meeting held

on 16th December, 2025, has approved the pro-

posal for appointment of the following Judicial Of-

ficers as Judges of the High Court of Punjab and

Haryana: (i) Shri Ramesh Chander Dimri, and (ii)

Ms. Neerja Kulwant Kalson," said a statement

uploaded on the website of the apex court.

As per the memorandum of procedure (MoP) gov-

erning the appointment of High Court judges, the

proposal for the appointment should be initiated

by the Chief Justice.  If the Chief Minister wishes

to recommend any name, it must be forwarded to

the Chief Justice for consideration. The Governor,

as advised by the Chief Minister, should forward

his recommendation along with the entire set of

papers to the Union Minister of Law &amp; Jus-

tice as early as possible.

SC Collegium recommends

elevation of two judicial officers as

Punjab and Haryana HC judges

Bengaluru, July 4 : Former Karnataka

Chief Minister and BJP MP Basavaraj

Bommai on Saturday urged officials in-

volved in the Special Intensive Revision

(SIR) of electoral rolls to function impartially

and not succumb to any political pressure dur-

ing the voter verification process.  "Officials

should not yield to any kind of political pres-

sure and must ensure that no ineligible per-

son is included in the electoral rolls and that

no eligible voter is excluded," Bommai said.

In a statement, Bommai said the SIR process

commenced on Tuesday with the distribution

of enumeration forms across the state. He

noted that reports were circulating alleging

that some officials had been instructed to act

under pressure from the Karnataka govern-

ment and the Congress party during the revi-

sion of electoral rolls. Bommai further said

such reports had raised concerns and stressed

that the integrity of the electoral process must

be protected. He appealed to all District Elec-

tion Officers, Deputy Commissioners, elec-

tion officials, Panchayat Development Offic-

ers (PDOs), and Revenue Department offi-

cials engaged in the voter list revision ex-

ercise to discharge their responsibilities in

a completely impartial manner.

K'taka ex-CM Bommai flags

'pressure' during SIR, urges ECI to ensure

no ineligible person gets in voter list

New Delhi, July 4 : Union

Agriculture and Farmers’

Welfare Minister Shivraj

Singh Chouhan has ap-

proved an additional outlay

of Rs 4,886.46 crore to buy

sunflower and more gram at

the minimum support price

(MSP) to benefit farmers in

Karnataka and Maharashtra,

according to an official state-

ment issued on Saturday.

Approving a proposal from

the Karnataka government,

Chouhan sanctioned the pro-

curement of 9,023 metric

tonnes of sunflower under

the Price Support Scheme

(PSS) for the Rabi 2026 sea-

son. The total MSP value of

this approval exceeds Rs

69.66 crore.

Centre okays Rs 4,886

crore package to buy

sunflower, gram

at MSP to help farmers

New Delhi, July 4 : Parliamentary Affairs Minister

Kiren Rijiju on Saturday criticised Rahul Gandhi and

Congress, saying that the party’s recent electoral out-

comes reflected a failure of leadership.

In a post on X, Rijiju said: “Rahul Gandhi Ji, this is

the reason, so why blame others!! It’s the failure of

your leadership. Respect Muslims &amp; don’t treat

Muslims as mere Vote Bank.” His remarks came amid

ongoing political debate following recent Assembly

election outcomes, particularly in Assam.

In a detailed post on X, Rijiju cited electoral data to

argue that Congress’ victories were disproportionately

concentrated among Muslim candidates. Referring to

Assam, he wrote, “18 out of 19 MLAs that Congress

has won in Assam are Muslims. 18 of the 20 Mus-

lims fielded by Congress have won.

Only 1 out of the other 79 non-Muslims fielded by

Congress has won.” He extended his analysis to other

states, stating, “Kerala has elected 35 Muslim MLAs

in an assembly of 140 and 30 are from Congress led

UDF alliance. 8 Congress MLAs are Muslims and

all 22 of Ally Indian Union Muslim League MLAs

are Muslims.”

Failure of your leadership: Kiren Rijiju targets

Rahul Gandhi over Cong’s electoral strategy

Gurugram, July 4 : A crime

branch of the Gurugram Police

has arrested three members of

'Thak-Thak' who were in-

volved in two dozen theft inci-

dents in Delhi and Gurugram,

police said.

The suspects have been iden-

tified as Surya Swamy, Romit

(alias Johnny) and Karan, all

residents of Ambedkar Nagar,

Delhi. , a person lodged a com-

Gurugram: Three members of

‘Thak-Thak’ gang, involved in theft cases, arrested
plaint at Police Station DLF

Phase-1, Gurugram, regarding that

on March 10/11, an unknown per-

son broke the glass of his car near

DLF Phase-1, Gurugram, and

stole his laptop, purse, and other

goods.

On this complaint, a case was

registered under the relevant

sections at Police Station DLF

Phase-1, Gurugram.

The police team of Crime

Branch Sector-43, Gurugram, took

action and arrested three accused

in the matter.

"Accused Surya Swamy was ar-

rested in Gurugram on May 8, and

accused Karan was arrested in Aya

Nagar, Delhi.

Lucknow, July 4 :

Uttar Pradesh Chief

Minister Yogi

Adityanath launched

the second phase of

the state-wide 'School

Chalo Abhiyan-2026'

from Saharanpur on

W e d n e s d a y ,

emphasising how edu-

cation remains the

strongest cornerstone

of nation-building.

The Chief Minister,

CM Yogi launches second phase of

'school chalo abhiyan' from Saharanpur, hails dip in dropout rate
addressing a public gathering, un-

derscored the importance of qual-

ity education, explaining how it

shapes good citizens, teachers,

doctors, officials, and public rep-

resentatives. He urged everyone to

ensure enrolment of every child in

school within the next 15 days and

called upon teachers, civil society

and public representatives to turn

the campaign into a mass move-

ment. “Quality education not only

instils good values ??and fosters

self-reliance in children but also

prepares them to play an effec-

tive role in the development of

society and the country,” CM

Yogi said.

The Chief Minister also told

the crowd that Uttar Pradesh

has achieved remarkably good

progress in the school dropout

rate. “The drop-out rate, which

stood at 19-20 per cent in pre-

vious regimes, has now been

reduced to 3-4 per cent because

of improved amenities and ser-

vices,” he stated.

Prayagraj, July 4 : Union Minis-

ter of State for Science and Tech-

nology Dr Jitendra Singh said on

Saturday that in the last decade, In-

dia has transitioned from being a

major importer of defence equip-

ment to an emerging exporter, with

defence production recording a 174

per cent leap to Rs 1.54 lakh crore

while exports grew 34 times to Rs

23,622 crore. The Minister said a

substantial contribution of around

Rs 15,000 crore to total exports

came from the private sector.

India's defence produc-

tion jumped 174 pc to

Rs 1.54 lakh crore in last

10 years: Jitendra Singh

Aizawl, July 4  : Mizoram

Chief Minister Lalduhoma on

Saturday emphasised that

bamboo is a valuable resource

in the state, one that can be

utilised efficiently and

sustainably while it can become

a key driver of the local

economy and create a signifi-

cant number of jobs.

Inaugurating key bamboo pro-

cessing units, the Chief Minis-

ter expressed satisfaction at the

new initiative under the Na-

tional Bamboo Mission, de-

scribing it as a major develop-

ment in bamboo-based indus-

Bamboo can drive Mizoram'sBamboo can drive Mizoram'sBamboo can drive Mizoram'sBamboo can drive Mizoram'sBamboo can drive Mizoram's
economy, generate jobs : CM Lalduhomaeconomy, generate jobs : CM Lalduhomaeconomy, generate jobs : CM Lalduhomaeconomy, generate jobs : CM Lalduhomaeconomy, generate jobs : CM Lalduhoma

trial activity. The bamboo pro-

cessing units were established

with a funding of Rs 252.826

lakh at the Sairang Horticul-

ture Centre under the National

Bamboo Mission. The facili-

ties include a bamboo treat-

ment and seasoning plant, a

bamboo depot and godown,

and an activated charcoal unit

(used for charcoal production).

The Chief Minister said that

with the advancement in

bamboo processing, it can

become a key driver of the

local economy and create a

significant number of jobs.
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Seoul, July 4 : South Korea's de-

fence ministry on Saturday re-

viewed the progress of Seoul's

push to complete the verification

of full operational capability

(FOC) within this year, as it seeks

to expedite the transfer of wartime

operational control (OPCON)

from Washington.

The move comes as South Korea's

Defence Minister Ahn Gyu-back

vowed to hold such meetings ev-

ery quarter this year as part of ef-

forts to complete the transition

within South Korean President

Lee Jae Myung's five-year term

ending in 2030. FOC refers to the

second part of a three-stage pro-

gram to assess Seoul's capabilities

to lead the allies' combined forces

for the retaking of wartime con-

trol. Seoul is currently in the sec-

ond phase of the assessment re-

quired for the transfer, Yonhap

News Agency reported.

Wednesday's meeting came amid

what is seen as a possible gap be-

tween Seoul and Washington over

the timing of the OPCON trans-

fer. Seoul has sought to move up

New Delhi, July 4 : There is

panic and anxiety within

Pakistan’s establishment with

the protests in Pakistan-occu-

pied-Kashmir (PoK) continuing

unabated despite a massive

crackdown. After using brute

force against the protesters, the

establishment now hopes that

these people can be demoralised

if top-level arrests are made.

The arrest of Shaukat Nawaz

Mir, a prominent voice in PoK

and a top leader of the Joint

Awami Action Committee

(JAAC) was meant to deter the

Kabul, July 4 : Afghanistan's Ministry

of Defence on Saturday claimed that its

forces carried out airstrikes against al-

leged ISIS-linked targets in Pakistan.  In

a statement, the Afghan Ministry said

the attacks were carried out on Friday

night against what it described as ISIS

facilities in Pakistan’s Balochistan and

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provinces. “The

air forces of the Afghan Ministry of

Defence tonight conducted airstrikes on

an ISIS joint centre and elements of evil

and corruption in the Saranan area of

the Pishin district, Balochistan province.

South Korea's Defence Ministry
reviews progress on conditions for OPCON transfer

the timeline for the planned trans-

fer, while the US side has high-

lighted fully meeting the condi-

tions. The meeting, presided over

by Ahn, also touched on the

progress of drawing up a road map

with the United States, which

Seoul hopes to wrap up before the

defence chiefs of both countries

meet for the annual Security Con-

sultative Meeting (SCM) in Oc-

tober. During the meeting, Ahn

was also briefed on the military's

progress in turning the special

operations command of the South

Korea-US Combined Forces

Command (CFC) into a standing

unit. It plans to transition the

command into a permanent unit

within the year, according to of-

ficials. Four of the six compo-

nent commands, including the

air, ground and naval compo-

nents, have completed their tran-

sition as standing component

commands within the CFC struc-

ture. Through the transition, the

component command, previ-

ously only activated during con-

tingency operations, will allow

American troops to be regularly

assigned as members.

New Delhi, July 4 : India

on Saturday urged Pakistan

to expedite the release and

repatriation of 188 Indian

fishermen and civil prison-

ers, who have completed

their sentences.

As both countries ex-

changed - through diplo-

matic channels simulta-

neously at New Delhi and

Islamabad - the lists of ci-

vilian prisoners and fisher-

men in each other's cus-

tody, the Ministry of Exter-

nal Affairs (MEA) called

for early release and repa-

triation of civil prisoners,

fishermen along with their

boats.

India urges Pakistan to

expedite release and

repatriation of 188 Indian

fishermen, civil prisoners

Pakistan’s crackdown fails

as PoK movement grows beyond its leaders
protesters. Mir was picked up in a

coordinated operation by the In-

telligence, local police and Paki-

stan Rangers before being shifted

to Rawalpindi.

An Intelligence Bureau official

said that there appears to be a shift

in strategy by Pakistan.

The numerous forced disappear-

ances, firing at the protesters in-

cluding women and children and

threats have not worked. In fact

these actions have only increased

the resolve of the people of PoK,

who have only intensified their

protests.

Pakistan: Rights body demands probe

after Lahore tuition centre roof collapse kills 14 children
Islamabad, July 4 : The Human Rights Council

(HRC) of Pakistan has expressed serious concern

over the tragic roof collapse at a private tuition

centre in Lahore's Kahna area, which claimed the

lives of 14 children and left several others injured.

The incident occurred on Tuesday when the roof

of a private tuition academy collapsed, killing at

least 14 children and injuring several others, local

media reported, citing officials.

Confirming the death toll, Punjab province Health

Minister Khawaja Imran Nazeer said “around 20

people" were trapped under the debris, including

the 14 children who were brought dead to the

Kahna Tehsil Headquarters (THQ) Hospital.

Following the completion of the search and rescue

operation, a Rescue 1122 spokesperson, Farooq

Ahmed, said that a female teacher and eight chil-

dren were admitted to Lahore General Hospital

(LGH) with multiple injuries. He added that five

of the children were in critical condition.

“The children were very young, and there were two

rooms in use. The ceilings col-

lapsed and trapped the children,”

Dawn quoted Ahmed as saying.

The HRC alleged that the failure

to inspect the construction qual-

ity of such academies and build-

ings in residential areas amounts

to gross negligence, which has

resulted in the loss of innocent

lives.

The rights body called on the Pa-

kistani government and relevant

authorities to conduct an immedi-

ate and transparent inquiry into

this incident to identify those re-

sponsible for the negligence. It

also urged the administration to

provide the best medical facilities

to the injured children and en-

sure all possible financial and

psychological support to the

affected families. “The protec-

tion of innocent children and

the establishment of a safe edu-

cational environment for them

is the state's primary responsi-

bility, and immediate and strin-

gent measures are essential to

prevent such incidents in the

future,” the HRC noted.

Reports suggest that roof and

building collapses are a recur-

ring problem in Pakistan,

where weak safety enforce-

ment and substandard con-

struction materials have re-

peatedly contributed to such

tragedies. Earlier on Monday,

two minor sisters were killed,

and their cousin was injured

after the boundary wall of their

house collapsed in Alipur

tehsil of Punjab’s

Muzaffargarh district.

Afghanistan claims airstrikes

on ISIS-linked targets in PakistanTokyo, July 4 : On the eve of

the visit of Japanese Prime Min-

ister Sanae Takaichi to India,

Professor C. Raj Kumar, Found-

ing Vice Chancellor of O.P.

Jindal Global University

(JGU), and Dr Shashi Tharoor,

Member of Parliament, ad-

dressed a distinguished bipar-

tisan gathering of Members of

the National Diet of Japan at

the National Diet Building in

Tokyo.

 The significance of the inter-

action was heightened by co-

inciding with the official visit

of the Prime Minister of Japan.

Islamabad, July 4 : A lead-

ing minority rights

organisation on Saturday

warned that escalating perse-

cution of religious minorities

in Pakistan is no longer a

"quiet crisis" but a glaring in-

dictment of both national fail-

ure and global indifference.

According to the Voice of Pa-

kistan Minority (VOPM), year

after year, reports reflect the

same grim pattern: “targeted

violence, systemic discrimina-

tion, and a justice system that

Prof Raj Kumar, Shashi Tharoor

address Japan's parliament

as JGU deepens academic ties

Pakistan’s escalating

minority persecution no longer a 'quiet crisis’
too often turns away from those

most in need of protection", with

the situation continuing to deterio-

rate.

Citing the latest findings from the

US Commission on International

Religious Freedom, the rights

body stated that the report rein-

forced a long-known reality —

“Pakistan remains a place where

faith can become a fatal liability”.

It added that Pakistan’s continued

designation as a Country of Par-

ticular Concern (CPC) is not

merely bureaucratic language —

"but a reflection of lived fear, shattered fami-

lies, and silenced voices.”

The rights body highlighted a more disturb-

ing pattern of forced conversions and mar-

riages involving Christian girls across the

country, some of them barely in their teens.

“These are not isolated incidents — they

form a recurring narrative of abduction,

coercion, and legal erasure. Families are left

powerless.

New Delhi, July 4 : In the last

18 months, the names of Babbar

Khalsa International (BKI),

Khalistan Zindabad Force

(KZF) and Khalistan Liberation

Force (KLF) have been doing

the rounds.

All these terror groups who are

working under the patronage of

the ISI have been instructed to

revive the Khalistan movement

in Punjab. However, the

Khalistan Liberation Army

(KLA) is the ISI's hidden

weapon and the biggest threat

yet to India.

While the ISI has been pushing

the BKI to take the lead and

strike in Punjab, the Indian agen-

cies have learnt that the most

potent and dangerous Khalistani

terror groups is awaiting formal

re-activation.

ISI’s hidden Khalistan

card: Why the

KLA is the biggest threat yet

New York, July 4 : Brazilian President Luiz

Inacio Lula da Silva has rejected the Trump

administration's 50 per cent tariffs on Brazil-

ian products and defended the country's

democratic institutions and other policies.

Affirming Brazil's openness to negotiate

"anything that can bring mutual benefits,"

Lula, in an opinion piece published in The

New York Times, stressed that "Brazil's de-

mocracy and sovereignty are not on the table."

In the article titled "Brazilian democracy and

sovereignty are non-negotiable," Lula said

that while the United States has its legitimate

goals, such as reindustrialisation, resorting to

unilateral tariffs is "misguided" and "illogi-

cal," Xinhua aews agency reported, citing The

New York Times op-ed.

He pointed out that Washington has recorded

a 410 billion US dollar surplus in goods and

services trade with Brazil over the past 15

years, with nearly three-quarters of its exports

entering Brazil duty-free.

New Delhi, July 4 : The family

of an Indian seafarer, who alleg-

edly died of a cardiac arrest in

Venezuela in May, has claimed

that several of his internal organs,

including the brain, heart and

lungs, were missing when his

body was repatriated to India,

prompting the Federation of Sea-

Brazil's democracy,

sovereignty 'non-negotiable': Lula

No organs in Indian seafarer's body

who died in Venezuela, says autopsy report; family seeks probe
farers' Unions of India (FSUI) to demand a

comprehensive investigation into the cir-

cumstances surrounding his death. The al-

legations surfaced after a re-autopsy was

conducted in India on the body of 33-year-

old Rakesh Chauhan, a resident of Uttar

Pradesh's Deoria district, whose remains

were brought back from the South Ameri-

can country nearly a month after his death.
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'My father took that decision

instantly': Samson recalls how he shifted

base to Kerala after rejection in Delhi
New Delhi, July 4 : Struggling to break

into Delhi's competitive cricket circuit,

flamboyant India batter Sanju Samson

on Saturday revealed how a sudden,

life-changing decision was made by his

father Viswanathan to shift the entire

family to Kerala, which later turned out

to be the turning point of his eventual

cricketing career. Samson had a break-

through time by hitting three consecu-

tive fifties to take India to T20 World

Cup glory at home earlier this year and

became Player of the Tournament. But

Samson hasn’t been at his best of late –

making five and zero in the series de-

feat to Ireland and posting just one in

the abandoned T20I against England in

Durham. Samson, though, will be

backed to find his rhythm when India

take on England in the second T20I at

Old Trafford on Saturday. "Back in

school, I used to see friends wear the

DDCA jacket and talk about playing for

the state cricket team of Delhi.

'Sooryavanshi will do wonders for

India, don't pressurise him': Chaminda Vaas
Hyderabad, July 4 : Former Sri Lanka fast

bowler Chaminda Vaas, currently serving

as the official mentor of the Palamuru Strik-

ers in the Telangana T20 League (TG20),

believes teenage batting sensation Vaibhav

Sooryavanshi has all the ingredients to en-

joy a successful international career but

urged fans and experts not to burden the

15-year-old with unrealistic expectations.

Speaking to IANS, Vaas said India has con-

sistently produced world-class young crick-

eters over the years and expressed confi-

dence that Sooryavanshi will eventually es-

tablish himself in the national side if allowed

to develop naturally. “Well, India has pro-

duced so many young talent over so many

years. And this new sensation,

Sooryavanshi, is still young, and I am sure

he will get the opportunity to play for India

and do well, but one thing I will ask of the

people is that he is still young and not to

pressurise him, and I am sure he will do

wonders for Indian cricket.”

Sooryavanshi, who grabbed headlines by

amassing 776 runs at a staggering strike-

rate of 237.30 to bag the Player-of-the-Tour-

nament honour in IPL 2026 for Rajasthan

Royals, is currently eyeing a much-antici-

pated international debut for India in the

ongoing five-match T201 series against En-

gland. Sooryavanshi was unused in Ireland,

as India suffered a shock 2-0 series loss.

Vaas also lauded the TG20, saying tourna-

ments of this nature are crucial in identify-

ing and nurturing young talent while pro-

viding aspiring cricketers with a pathway

to the IPL and eventually the Indian team.

“Hyderabad Cricket Association organizing

the first Telangana T20 is good for the

youngsters.

FIFA WC: 'We have many things to correct,'

says Messi after Argentina survive Cape Verde test
Miami, July 4 : Argentina cap-

tain Lionel Messi admitted his

side have 'many things to cor-

rect' after surviving a major

scare to defeat Cape Verde 3-2

after extra time and book their

place in the Round of 16 of the

2026 FIFA World Cup.

The defending champions

needed an extra-time own goal,

forced by Messi's corner, to

overcome a spirited Cape Verde

side after being pushed back

twice during a thrilling contest

at the Miami Stadium on Sat-

urday. Argentina will now face

Egypt in the last 16.

Reflecting on the performance,

Messi stressed that qualifica-

tion alone was not enough and

said the team must learn from

their mistakes ahead of the

knockout stages.

"Today, we put in a huge effort,

as always, playing well and

playing badly, just like we al-

ways say, but I think the impor-

tant thing now is to rest, think

about what's coming next and

try to take positives from

today's game. Beyond just

qualifying, I think there are

positives because we did

some good things, and we

also need to correct the bad

ones, which I think were

many today as well," Messi

said after the match as quoted

by ESPN. Messi, who opened

the scoring in the 29th minute

to extend his remarkable

record of scoring in eight con-

secutive FIFA World Cup

matches, acknowledged that

Argentina struggled to main-

tain control after taking the

lead. "We knew it was going

to be a very tough match; this

team hadn't lost to Spain and

Uruguay for a reason. We did

the hardest part, which was

finding the first goal. We

thought that from then on, we

would start to find our game

and be more relaxed, but it

was the complete opposite.

Wimbledon: Djokovic equals

Federer's record with resilient third-round win
London, July 4 : Seven-time

champion Novak Djokovic

did not look as sharp as he

would have liked, dropped a

set, but still pulled through to

the fourth round at

Wimbledon on Friday, equal-

ling Roger Federer’s record of

most men’s singles matches

won at the grass-court major.

Djokovic, the most success-

ful player in the history of

Grand Slam tennis, faced a

fightback from Arthur

Rinderknech at Centre Court

before carving out a 7-5, 6-4,

1-6, 7-6(4) third-round vic-

tory. With this, the Serbian

former World No.1 has 105

singles wins at Wimbledon as

the 39-year-old tied with

Federer for the all-time record

among men, with former WTA

No. 1 Martina Navratilova

(120) the only player boasting

more.

In Friday's third-round clash,

Djokovic locked in on the big

moments and found a way to

halt the Frenchman’s big serv-

ing and scraped through to the

next round. "To be able to make

history in this sport is a huge

honour and a huge privilege."

Women’s T20 WC: Unbeaten
heavyweights Australia and England clash for ultimate glory at Lord's
London, July 4  : Arch-rivals

Australia and England will lock

horns in a clash of unbeaten

teams when cricket's most cel-

ebrated rivalry takes

centrestage in the final of the

2026 ICC Women's T20 World

Cup at the iconic Lord's Cricket

Ground on Sunday.

The title clash has all the ingre-

dients to deliver a blockbuster

finale and decide the winner of

the 12-team tournament. Six-

time champions Australia are

gunning for their seventh title and standing on the

cusp of a milestone 150th women’s T20I victory.

They have historically dominated England in glo-

bal tournament finals, emerging victorious in all

three of their previous T20 World Cup final en-

counters in 2012, 2014, and 2018. Australia have

won six of their last eight T20Is against England,

including in their last three consecutive meetings.

But England, the hosts and 2009 winners, will lean

on their immaculate record at the 'Home of Cricket'.

England boast a perfect four-from-four T20I record

at Lord's, a streak that includes their maiden T20

World Cup triumph back in 2009.

Australia's primary concern revolves around the

fitness of veteran seam-bowling all-

rounder Ellyse Perry, who sustained a

quad injury during their semi-final vic-

tory over the West Indies. Head coach

Shelley Nitschke hinted that the

management's tolerance for playing a

partially fit Ellyse remains high given

what is at stake.

FIFA WC: 'Winning mentality

will make the difference,' says Phelan

ahead of round of 16 matches
New Delhi, July 4 : Former Republic of

Ireland and Manchester City defender

Terry Phelan believes mentality and con-

centration will prove decisive as the FIFA

World Cup 2026 enters the knockout

stage, where every mistake could prove

costly.  With the tournament reaching the

Round of 16, Phelan stressed that the

margin for error has disappeared and only

teams capable of handling the pressure

will progress. “It’s a do-or-die situation

now. The top players have to show that

winning mentality individually

and collectively because there’s

no margin for mistakes. A lapse

of concentration can cost you,”

said Phelan, who is part of ex-

pert panel in Zee5 FIFA World

Cup 2026 coverage.


