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Adani Group emerges as
investor magnet after Rs 38,000 crore
demand for AEL QIP offering
Global institutions and India's

largest mutual funds have backed

multiple Adani Group companies,

marking a sharp....

President Droupadi Murmu unveils
trophies of Durand Cup tournament 2026
President Droupadi Murmu un-

veiled and flagged off the Trophies

of the Durand Cup Tournament

2026 at a function held on Tues-

day at Rashtrapati Bhavan Cul-

tural Centre...

KCR calls on grandson Himansh
Hyderabad, July 7 : Former Chief Minister

and BRS chief Kalvakuntla Chandrashekar

Rao (KCR) traveled from his Erravalli farm-

house to AIG Hospitals in Hyderabad on

Tuesday. He visited his grandson, Himanshu,

who is undergoing treatment there.

No more salary delays : Revanth
orders action against errant agencies
Hyderabad, July 7  : Chief Minister A. Revanth

Reddy has announced the constitution of an official

committee to strengthen digital governance in the

Telangana state. The committee will have to submit

a report in 100 days. To streamline the prompt pay-

ment of salaries of contract and outsourcing em-

ployees, the Chief Minister instructed the authori-

ties to take action against the agencies which are

not functioning in tune with the government's goals.

Revanth Reddy on Tuesday held a review of the

problems facing the contract and outsourcing em-

ployees. During the review meeting, he said that

strict action must be taken against the agencies

which are not paying salaries promptly to the contract

and outsourcing agencies even after the release of funds

by the government. The Chief Minister sought the de-

tails of the implementation of the digital governance and

instructed the officials to formulate plans for digital gov-

ernance and draft the necessary legislation. He

emphasised that the administrative system should move

forward through full-scale digitisation.

Telangana not just a hub,
but a role model for global AI standards: Bhatti
Hyderabad, July 7  : Deputy

Chief Minister Bhatti

Vikramarka stated that the state

is not only attracting invest-

ments, but also integrating en-

vironmental protection and so-

cial responsibility, thereby po-

sitioning itself as a guiding

force for AI standards.

He, along with Industries and

IT Minister Duddilla Sridhar

Babu, inaugurated the “Green

Growth Economic Summit –

The Hyderabad Collective” at

HICC in Hyderabad on Tues-

day. The summit, organised

under the aegis of “The Me-

ridian Collective,” will be held over

two days. Addressing delegates from

various countries, the Deputy Chief

Minister emphasised that AI is not just

about cloud computing and servers, but

also involves critical resources such as

electricity, water, land, and human

capital.

“We are not opposing AI, but we are

guiding the world on how AI should

be developed,” he clarified. Bhatti

Vikramarka said that Telangana is

emerging as a hub for AI by promot-

ing renewable energy and responsible

resource management instead of de-

pleting natural resources like water and

electricity.

BJP flags 'Sir irregularities'
to Telangana CEO,
seeks immediate intervention

Hyderabad, July 7 : The

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

has submitted a representa-

tion to the Telangana Chief

Electoral Officer (CEO), al-

leging irregularities in the

ongoing Special Intensive

Revision (SIR) of electoral

rolls and seeking immediate

corrective measures to ensure

a transparent and impartial

verification process.

Led by Telangana BJP presi-

dent N Ramchander Rao,

along with BJP Election

Commission Affairs Com-

mittee Chairman Marri

Shashidhar Reddy and other

senior leaders, the party

claimed that Booth Level

Officers (BLOs).

Hyderabad, July 7 : Minister for Revenue,

Housing, and Information & Public Relations,

Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy announced that the

administrative approvals amounting to ?360 crore

have been granted for the construction of perma-

nent buildings for Tahsildar, RDO, and Sub-Reg-

istrar offices in Telangana. The Minister said this

initiative aims to enhance revenue administration

in the state and deliver modern, respectful ser-

vices to the public. During a review meeting with

officials on Tuesday about construction projects,

the Minister revealed that the first phase will in-

volve the construction of new buildings at an al-

location of ?263 crore to replace 107 deteriorat-

ing Tahsildar offices and 10 RDO offices that

are currently housed in rented facilities. Further-

more, ?97 crore has been earmarked for the es-

tablishment of 48 Sub-Registrar offices, as well

as District Registrar offices in Adilabad,

Khammam, and Mahabubnagar districts, and

DIG offices in Nizamabad and Warangal districts.

The  administrative approvals amounting to 360

crore have been granted for these construction

projects, he said. Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy

emphasised that all these buildings will adhere

to a standardised design and will be outfitted with

modern facilities, aiming to deliver efficient and

transparent services to the public.

Govt approves 360 crore for permanent
revenue, registration offices : Ponguleti

Warangal Cong rift
rekindles as Konda Surekha
targets Kadiyam Srihari
Warangal, July 7  : The sim-

mering political differences

between Telangana Minister

Konda Surekha and senior

MLA Kadiyam Srihari have

resurfaced, bringing internal

Congress tensions in the un-

divided Warangal district

back into focus.

The latest flashpoint arose

after Kadiyam Srihari con-

ducted a special review meet-

ing with the district officials

on Assembly constituency is-

sues and sought a comprehen-

sive master plan for the undi-

vided Warangal district. Ob-

jecting strongly, Konda

Surekha accused the MLA of

overstepping his jurisdiction

and interfering in district-

level administration and to

pressure officials in violation

of protocol. Taking the issue

to the party leadership,

Surekha has reportedly writ-

ten to the AICC leadership.

Bhogapuram Airport To Be
Indias Best Airport : Union
Minister Rammohan Naidu
Union Minister Rammohan Naidu

said that the work of Bhogapuram

Airport has been completed

quickly. A review...

PM Modi's global honours

tally reaches 35 with Indonesia's top award

Jakarta, July 7 : The 'Bintang

Adipurna of the Republic of

Indonesia' has become the lat-

est addition to Prime Minister

Narendra Modi's growing list

of international honours, tak-

ing the total number of global

awards conferred upon him to

35. The Bintang Adipurna, also

known as the "Medal of

Honour", is the highest civilian honour awarded by

Indonesia. It is presented to individuals who have

rendered exceptional service towards the unity, con-

tinuity and prosperity of the Republic of Indonesia.

With this recognition, Prime Minister Modi has now

received 35 international honours from countries

across Asia, Europe, Africa and the Americas since

2016, the highest number received by any Indian

Prime Minister. Some of these decorations have cen-

turies-old histories. Last month, Seychelles honoured

Prime Minister Modi with the 'Guardian of the Blue

Horizon', the island nation's highest distinction for

leadership in environmental conservation and sus-

tainable development. The Prime Minister dedicated

that honour to all nations working together to ad-

dress the global challenge of climate change and those

committed to environmental protection for future

generations. The Seychelles award also recognised

PM Modi's sustained emphasis on sustainable devel-

opment and his long-standing commitment to pro-

moting environmentally responsible growth.

Among the most notable international honours con-

ferred upon the Prime Minister is Bhutan's 'Order of the Druk Gyalpo',

the country's highest civilian decoration, presented by the King of Bhutan.

PM Modi became the first foreign head of government to receive the

prestigious honour.

He was also awarded the 'Grand Commander of the Order of the Niger'

by Nigeria, becoming only the second foreign dignitary after Queen Eliza-

beth II to receive the distinction. Similarly, Israel's 'Medal of the Knesset'

was also presented to Prime Minister Modi during his visit earlier this

year, making him the inaugural recipient of the honour. Egypt honoured

him with the 'Order of the Nile', the country's highest state decoration,

presented by President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi.

Pawan Kalyan pitches for development
of handicrafts on lines of temple tourism

Vijayawada, July 7 : Andhra Pradesh

Deputy Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan on

Tuesday announced that measures will

be taken to develop handicraft tourism

on the lines of eco-tourism and temple

tourism. He assured that measures will

be initiated to ensure that artisans who

create artistic pieces receive due recog-

nition. Inaugurating the 'Andhra Pradesh

Handicraft Festival 2026' organised by

the Andhra Pradesh Handicrafts Devel-

opment Corporation (Lepakshi).
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Andhra Pradesh’s
Rayalaseema region hit hard by El Nino
Amaravati, July 7 : Andhra

Pradesh's Rayalaseema region

has been significantly affected

by the El Nino effect, with

moderate to severe rainfall defi-

cit in 11 districts, officials said

on Tuesday.

Andhra Pradesh Home and Di-

saster Management Minister

Vangalapudi Anitha reviewed

the impact of the Southwest

Monsoon and El Nino in the

state. The high-level review

meeting was held at the Andhra

Pradesh State Disaster Manage-

ment Authority (APSDMA)

headquarters in Tadepalli re-

garding the rainfall deficit and

dry weather conditions in the

state. The meeting noted that

Rayalaseema districts are signifi-

cantly affected by El Nino. Severe

rainfall deficit was observed in Sri

Sathya Sai, Anantapur, and

Annamayya districts, while mod-

erate rainfall deficit was noted in

Kurnool, Nandyal, Chittoor,

Kadapa, Prakasam, Markapuram,

Nellore, and Tirupati districts

Anitha directed officials to create

awareness among farmers regard-

ing alternative crops in drought-

prone mandals The minister com-

prehensively reviewed issues such

as the rainfall deficit and dry spells

associated with the current South-

west Monsoon, their impact on the

agricultural sector, drinking water

availability, drought mitigation

measures, and disaster manage-

ment preparedness.

Officials from various depart-

ments and agencies participated in

this high-level meeting, including

APSDMA MD Prakhar Jain, state

police, fire services, army, navy,

air force, the NDRF, the SDRF,

Agriculture, Horticulture, Animal

Husbandry, Rural Water Supply,

Municipal Administration,

Panchayat Raj, Water Resources,

Electricity, Roads &amp; Build-

ings (R&amp;B), and Civil Sup-

plies. The minister directed offi-

cials to implement effective mea-

sures to mitigate the impact of di-

sasters, emphasising that the state

government’s goal is to ensure

zero loss of life due to disasters

She said special control rooms

must be established to operate

round-the-clock at both state and

district levels She also asked the

departments to prepare plans to

evacuate residents from low-lying

areas vulnerable to floods. Mea-

sures must be taken to ensure the

availability of food, drinking wa-

ter, and medical services at reha-

bilitation centres. There should be

no disruption to essential services

such as drinking water and electric-

ity supply, she said and asked the

police, fire, NDRF, and APSDRF

teams to remain ready for emer-

gency response.

Bhogapuram Airport To Be Indias Best
Airport : Union Minister Rammohan Naidu
Amaravati, July 7 : Union

Minister Rammohan Naidu

said that the work of

Bhogapuram Airport has been

completed quickly. A review

meeting of the final touches of

Bhogapuram International Air-

port was held on Tuesday.

Speaking on the occasion, the

Union Minister said that the

central and state governments,

along with GMR, have built a

magnificent airport. He said

that Chief Minister

Chandrababu Naidu came here

in the first month of the coali-

tion government coming to

power and ordered the construction to be started

earlier than the planned time. He said that GMR

has built the airport on time as per those orders.

The Union Minister said that the aerodrome li-

cense has also been received. He said that the

inauguration of the airport will be held by Prime

Minister Narendra Modi. Operations will be

carried out a week after the airport opens. The

Union Minister said that the date will be an-

nounced after Modi’s schedule is finalized. He

said that the operations of Visakhapatnam Air-

port will be shifted to Bhogapuram in the com-

ing days. He said that the terminal construction

will be done so that 4 crore people can travel.

He said that a 78,000 square meter terminal

building has been constructed. Bhogapuram

Airport is said to be the best airport design in

the country. He said that the interior design has been un-

dertaken to uphold the arts and traditions of Uttarandhra.

Union Minister Rammohan Naidu said that Bhogapuram

will remain the best airport in the country.

Jagan shouldJagan shouldJagan shouldJagan shouldJagan should
apologize:  MLA Kotam Reddyapologize:  MLA Kotam Reddyapologize:  MLA Kotam Reddyapologize:  MLA Kotam Reddyapologize:  MLA Kotam Reddy

Nellore, July 7 :  Nellore Rural MLA

Kotamreddy Sridhar Reddy strongly objected

to former Chief Minister and YSRCP president

Jagan Mohan Reddy extending support to

Prashna Ravan, alleging that he made remarks

against Hindu deities, traditions, and customs.

Addressing a press conference at his office on

Tuesday, Kotamreddy said he was speaking not

merely as an MLA but as an ordinary Indian

citizen. He stated that he is proud to be an In-

dian and a Hindu, adding that Hinduism has

taught him to respect people of all religions.

He recalled that he had spoken out when ob-

jectionable remarks were made against Prophet

Muhammad and had also stood in support of

Christians. He questioned why Jagan Mohan

Reddy was now supporting a person who, ac-

cording to him, had made offensive remarks

against Hindu deities. “Whether someone be-

lieves in God or not is a personal choice, but who

gave Prashna Ravan the right to insult Hindu

gods?” he asked. Kotamreddy further questioned

Jagan, saying, “On one hand you say ‘Hey Ram,’

and on the other you support Ravan. What has

happened to you, Jagan?” He said he was asking

these questions out of concern and urged Jagan

to listen to the statements allegedly made by

Prashna Ravan against Lord Rama, the

Ramayana, and the Mahabharata. The MLA

claimed that several cases had already been reg-

istered against Prashna Ravan and alleged that

he had spoken in a manner supporting extrem-

ists. He argued that if such actions did not war-

rant serious legal action, including charges of

sedition, then what would. Kotamreddy alleged

that Prashna Ravan’s statements could create

hatred between communities and criticized Jagan

Mohan Reddy for supporting such an individual.
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Odisha govt urges striking
doctors to resume duty, offers talks
Bhubaneswar, July 7 : Amid

the statewide indefinite strike

by the Odisha Medical Services

Association (OMSA), the

Odisha Government on Tuesday

appealed to the agitating doctors

to withdraw their protest, re-

sume duties immediately and

join discussions, while assuring

that healthcare services across

the state continue uninterrupted.

The government said healthcare

services are continuing

smoothly and peacefully across

Odisha, with arrangements in place to ensure

that patient care remains unaffected. The state

government, in an official statement, noted that

even before the strike called by the OMSA be-

gan, Minister for Health and Family Welfare,

Mukesh Mahaling, along with the Commis-

sioner-cum-Secretary of the Health Depart-

ment and the Director of Health Services, held

detailed discussions with representatives of

OMSA. The department also continued dia-

logue with the association at various levels.

The government underscored that it has already

accepted several long-pending demands of

doctors and implemented measures such as

cadre restructuring, Dynamic Assured

Career Progression (DACP), Special

Incentives and Place-based Incentives.

It also highlighted that several initiatives

have been undertaken to facilitate doc-

tors' higher education and professional

development. Reiterating its commit-

ment to addressing the legitimate con-

cerns of doctors.

Manipur CM inaugurates

biofertiliser plant, pushes organic

farming under Viksit Bharat vision
Imphal, July 7 : Manipur Chief

Minister Yumnam Khemchand

Singh on Tuesday said that the use

of biofertilisers to promote total or-

ganic farming is one of the key com-

ponents of the Viksit Bharat@2047

vision, emphasising that sustainable

agricultural practices are essential

for ensuring healthier people and a

healthier environment.  The Chief

Minister made the remarks while in-

augurating a Bioreactor Unit for

Biofertiliser Production at the Coun-

cil of Scientific and Industrial Re-

search (CSIR)-North East Institute of

Science and Technology (NEIST).

Abhishek Banerjee accuses BJP govt in
Bengal of 'political intimidation', misuse of state agencies
New Delhi/Kolkata, July 7 :

Trinamool Congress (TMC)

General Secretary Abhishek

Banerjee has launched a scath-

ing attack on the newly formed

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

government in West Bengal, ac-

cusing it of unleashing "politi-

cal intimidation at its worst"

following a series of abrupt

detentions and police sum-

mons.  In a strong worded so-

cial media post aimed at the

BJP government on at Tues-

day evening on X.
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OPINIONmail Researchers develop new technology to help
reduce dependency on imported, expensive superalloys
Kolkata, July 7 :  Research-

ers at Hyderabad's Interna-

tional Advanced Research

Centre for Powder Metal-

lurgy and New Materials

(ARCI), an autonomous insti-

tute of the Department of Sci-

ence and Technology (DST),

have come up with a crack-

free bi-metallic structure de-

veloped by researchers using

a technique called laser-based

powder bed fusion additive that

can help reduce the overall use of

expensive superalloys and import

dependency.  Stainless steels and

nickel-based super alloys are

widely used in aerospace, nuclear,

as well as thermal power plants.

Certain regions of a gas turbine

may experience temperatures as

high as 2000°C, while adjacent

perature strength and creep re-

sistance) in a single component

is technologically attractive.

However, conventional weld-

ing of Stainless steel (SS316L)

and the Inconel superalloy

(IN718) is challenging due to

differences in chemical compo-

sition, melting temperatures,

and thermal expansion coeffi-

cients.

These differences often lead to

solidification cracking, poros-

ity, segregation of Nb/Mo-rich

phases, and formation of brittle

intermetallics.

From pen-pals to bullet trains: PM Modi's
bond with Japan that shaped a strategic alliance
New Delhi, July 7 : When Japa-

nese Prime Minister Sanae

Takaichi arrived in India, the

visit was hailed as another mile-

stone in the Indo-Japanese part-

nership.  Yet, for Prime Minister

Narendra Modi, this relationship

is not merely a matter of state-

craft -- it is a personal journey

that began long before he as-

sumed office in 2014.

His fascination with Japan, its

culture, and its technological

brilliance stretches back decades,

weaving a story of friendship, cu-

riosity, and vision.

Prime Minister Modi's earliest

brush with Japan dates to the

early 1980s, when as a young

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh

(RSS) pracharak he befriended a

Japanese visitor from Nagoya dur-

ing a trip to Nepal.

As shared on Modi Story's X ac-

count, the bond blossomed into a

pen-pal friendship, with letters

and gifts exchanged across bor-

ders -- Japanese shoes and T-shirts

from one side, and a copy of the

Bhagavad Gita from the other.

Even then, Prime Minister Modi

viewed such ties as more than per-

sonal gestures; they were cultural

bridges. By 2007, as Chief Minis-

ter of Gujarat, PM Modi's engage-

ment with Japan had matured into

a mission of learning.

Leading a 40-member delegation,

the Prime Minister toured Tokyo,

Osaka, Hiroshima, and Kobe,

meeting corporate giants like

Mitsubishi, Suzuki, Toshiba, and

Nippon Steel.

Agreements with Japan External

Trade Organisation (JETRO)

marked the beginning of

Gujarat's deep economic ties

with Japan.

His meeting with the former Ja-

pan Prime Minister late Shinzo

Abe during this visit sowed the

seeds of a friendship that would

later blossom into one of the

closest relationships between

two world leaders.

Prime Minister Modi's regular

inquiries about Abe's health dur-

ing his illness reflected the per-

sonal warmth behind the diplo-

macy.

Ahmedabad, July 7 : Two

undertrial prisoners who

failed to return to jail after

being granted interim bail

in 2023 and allegedly spent

nearly three years evading

arrest by disguising them-

selves and begging outside

temples across Gujarat have

been apprehended by the

Ahmedabad Crime Branch

under its "Operation

Karavas" campaign, offi-

cials said on Tuesday.

The accused, identified as

Ashok alias Maharaj Patel,

48, and his wife Renuka

Patel, 51, were arrested

from beneath the CTM

Bridge opposite Hanuman

Nagar in the Ramol area of

the city. Police said the

couple had been living on

the footpath while conceal-

ing their identities by

changing their appearance

and begging outside

temples in different parts of

the state.

Gujarat: Two absconding
undertrial prisoners
held after three years

MP: Datia Assembly
bypoll on July 30, counting on August 3
Bhopal, July 7 : The Elec-

tion Commission of India

(ECI) on Tuesday announced

the schedule for the Datia As-

sembly by-election, setting in

motion the process to fill the

vacant seat.

According to the notification,

the bypoll will formally be

notified on July 6, with can-

didates permitted to file their

nominations until July 13. Scrutiny of nomination

papers will be conducted on July 14, while July 16

has been fixed as the last date for withdrawal of nomi-

nations.

Polling will take place on July 30, and the counting

of votes will be held on August 3. The entire election

process will conclude by August 4.

With the announcement, the Model Code of Conduct

has come into immediate effect in the constituency.

Voting will be conducted using Electronic Voting

Machines (EVMs) and Voter Verifiable Paper Audit

Trail (VVPAT) units across all polling centres.

The by-election was necessitated after Congress

MLA Rajendra Bharti lost his membership of

the Madhya Pradesh Assembly following his

conviction in a decades-old fraud case.

Bamboo to play key role in Assam's bio-economy
Guwahati, July 7 : Assam

Chief Minister Himanta

Biswa Sarma on Tuesday said

that bamboo will play a sig-

nificant role in strengthening

the state's bio-economy by

generating rural livelihoods

and creating sustainable in-

dustrial opportunities.

In a social media post, Sarma

highlighted the government's ef-

forts to unlock the economic po-

tential of bamboo, describing it as

"green gold" capable of transform-

ing the rural economy. "Bamboo

will play a big role in powering

Assam's bio economy," the Chief

Minister said.

"We are working towards improv-

ing the livelihoods of our bamboo

farmers in unlocking the value of

this 'green gold' -- creating rural

livelihoods and driving sustain-

able industry. This value chain

will turn our strength into global

economic opportunity," he added.

The Chief Minister's remarks

came alongside a promotional

video showcasing bamboo as "A

Resource for the Future", under-

scoring its importance in sustain-

able development and value-

added manufacturing.

Assam possesses vast bamboo re-

sources, making it one of the lead-

ing bamboo-producing states in

the country.

The government has been pro-

moting bamboo cultivation,

processing and entrepreneur-

ship to generate employment

and increase farmers' incomes.

The Chief Minister said that

strengthening the bamboo

value chain will encourage the

establishment of bamboo-

based industries producing fur-

niture, handicrafts, construc-

tion materials, engineered bam-

boo products and other eco-

friendly alternatives.

The initiative also aligns with

the state's focus on promoting

green industries, reducing de-

pendence on conventional raw

materials and supporting envi-

ronmentally sustainable eco-

nomic growth.

NITI Aayog, in collaboration with PwC, has released

a report titled Strategic Roadmap for Making

Ayurveda Global that sets out a phased plan to trans-

form Ayurveda from a largely India-centric traditional

system into a globally recognised healthcare frame-

work by 2047.  The report observes that Ayurveda

today enjoys formal recognition in nearly 30 coun-

tries, with varying degrees of licensing and integra-

tion into national health policies. India has a robust

ecosystem with over 355,000 trained practitioners,

with 95 per cent of them remaining within the coun-

try, leaving a limited international workforce.

Exports of Ayurvedic products have grown steadily,

doubling from USD 1.09 billion in 2014 to USD 2.16

billion in 2023 and reaching around 150 countries.

However, most exports are categorised as dietary

supplements rather than medicines, reflecting regu-

latory barriers abroad. International research collabo-

rations are expanding, the report notes, with nearly

70 countries now engaged in Ayurveda-related stud-

ies. The establishment of the WHO Global Tradi-

tional Medicine Centre in Jamnagar has further

boosted credibility. Educational outreach is also

growing, with scholarships offered to international

students and Ayush academic chairs established in

foreign universities. Still, standardised global cur-

ricula remain a work in progress. Acceptability, too,

is uneven. While Ayurveda is increasingly visible in

wellness tourism and integrative medicine centres,

mainstream healthcare systems remain cautious. In-

surance coverage for Ayurvedic services is rare out-

side India, and regulatory compliance remains a

hurdle. Quality assurance gaps, inconsistent GMP

adoption, and concerns over contaminants have

slowed wider adoption.

The report draws a sharp comparison with Traditional

Chinese Medicine (TCM), which has achieved far

greater global penetration. TCM's success is attrib-

uted to mission-scale state support, deep R&amp;D

funding, and proactive diplomacy.

China has reportedly established over 30 overseas

TCM centres, integrated TCM into free trade agree-

ments, and secured recognition through ISO stan-

dards. Ayurveda, by contrast, suffers from fragmented

regulation, limited practitioner licensure abroad, and

insufficient harmonised pharmacopeial standards.

Since the creation of the Ministry of Ayush in 2014,

India has launched multiple initiatives to enhance

Ayurveda's global visibility. These include signing

over 75 MoUs with foreign governments and insti-

tutions; establishing Ayush Information Cells in 39

countries; launching the Ayush Visa in 2022 to fa-

cilitate medical value travel; creating the Ayush Ex-

port Promotion Council (AyushExcil); collaborating

with the WHO to establish the Global Traditional

Medicine Centre in Jamnagar; integrating Ayurveda

into the WHO's ICD-11 classification system; and

promoting digital platforms such as the Ayush Grid

and the m-Yoga app. Challenges still remain. Regu-

latory harmonisation across countries is limited, evi-

dence-based clinical research is inadequate, and in-

tegration into insurance frameworks is minimal.

The report emphasises the need for a unified global

branding strategy. Currently, fragmented messaging

creates confusion about Ayurveda's identity.

The roadmap suggests culturally adaptable commu-

nication strategies, multilingual consumer education

campaigns, myth-busting initiatives to address mis-

conceptions, and transparent sourcing and manufac-

turing practices to build trust.

Meanwhile, Medical Value Travel (MVT) has been

identified as a major growth area. The report sug-

gests creating international Ayurveda hubs, domes-

tic wellness zones, and bundled Ayush Visa pack-

ages that include diagnostics, treatment, and tele-

follow-ups. Additionally, it calls for India's diplo-

matic capital to be leveraged. Embassies should act

as proactive Ayurveda information nodes, while glo-

bal visibility can be enhanced through premium

Ayurveda Experience Centres at landmarks such as

the WHO headquarters in Geneva, the UN Headquar-

ters in New York, and Trafalgar Square in London.

The roadmap is structured across three phases. In

the short term (2025-2029), it calls for fast-tracking

WHO-GMP certification for major manufacturers,

launching flagship international Ayurveda centres in

priority markets.

India plans to position
Ayurveda as a pillar of global healthcare by 2047
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sections are exposed to lower tem-

peratures during service condi-

tions.

Therefore, combining stainless

steel (good toughness and corro-

sion resistance) with nickel-based

superalloys (excellent high-tem-



Authorities report first suspected
H5N1 bird flu case on Australia's east coast
Sydney, July 7 : Authorities in

the Australian state of New

South Wales (NSW) said on

Tuesday that they have detected

the first suspected case of the

deadly H5N1 avian influenza on

the country's east coast.

Tara Moriarty, NSW's minister

for agriculture, told reporters that

preliminary testing of samples

taken from a migratory giant pe-

trel that was found sick near the

small coastal town of Hawks

Nest, 165 km northeast of

Sydney, returned a positive re-

sult for the highly pathogenic

strain. She said that the samples

have been sent to the national sci-

ence agency for confirmatory test-

ing. If confirmed, it would be the

sixth case of the H5N1 strain on

the Australian mainland and the

first on the east coast.

All five previous cases were de-

tected in migratory birds in June,

with four in Western Australia

(WA) and one in South Australia

(SA). Moriarty said on Friday that

the state government has notified

the poultry industry about the sus-

pected case. "We haven't had any

reports of the poultry industry be-

ing impacted," she said. "So

there's no need to panic, keep buy-

ing eggs, keep buying chicken."

Prior to the first case being de-

tected in WA, the Australian main-

land was the only continent free

from the strain that has caused the

deaths of millions of birds and

other wildlife globally since 2020,

Xinhua news agency reported.

NSW's Chief Veterinary Officer,

Jo Coombe, said that Australian

authorities were "very aware" of

the looming threat of the H5N1

strain and have spent several years

preparing for a local outbreak.

Trump says US must win AI race
Washington, July 7 : US Presi-

dent Donald Trump said the

United States must remain

ahead of China in the race to

dominate artificial intelli-

gence, describing AI as a tech-

nology with greater long-term

significance than the internet.

Speaking in an interview with

CNBC, Trump said maintain-

ing American leadership in AI

was a strategic priority and

warned against allowing

China to overtake the United

States. "AI is bigger than the

internet," Trump said.

"I've never seen anything. The

internet was a big deal. I think

this is much bigger than the

internet." Trump said the

country leading AI develop-

ment would gain a decisive

global advantage. "I really

think whoever's number one is

going to really win the race.

And right now, we're substan-

tially number one." The Presi-

dent also said the United

States was leading China in ar-

tificial intelligence develop-

ment. "We're leading substan-

tially in AI over China and

everybody else." He said the

country's expanding AI industry

would require a dramatic increase

in electricity generation and

claimed his administration had

found a solution by allowing com-

panies to build their own power

generation facilities.

"We need double the energy,

double the electricity that we have

right now to do that, just that one

AI industry." "I let the plants, as

they build these billions and bil-

lions of dollars of plants, I let them

build their own electric generat-

ing plants." Trump argued the

policy had helped preserve

America's technological advan-

tage. "If I didn't come up with

that concept, we wouldn't

have... we would be in last

place."

The President said safe-

guards were necessary but

warned against excessive

regulation of AI. "You need

some guard rails, but you

want to do as little as pos-

sible." He said his adminis-

tration would act quickly

when it identified potential

security risks. "When we

think there's a bad player out

there, there's a little danger,

we stop the player quickly

and effectively."

Washington, July 7 : The

United States and Japan

agreed to deepen cooperation

on cyber security following

two days of talks in Washing-

ton, committing to expand in-

telligence sharing, strengthen

protection of critical infra-

structure, combat cybercrime

across the Indo-Pacific and

accelerate adoption of post-

quantum cryptography.

The commitments were an-

nounced in a joint statement

issued after the 11th US-Japan

Cyber Dialogue, held in Wash-

ington on June 30 and July 1.

The United States hosted the

meeting, which was co-chaired by

the Department of State's Bureau

of Emerging Threats and the Bu-

reau of East Asian and Pacific

Affairs. Japan's Ministry of For-

eign Affairs and the National

Cybersecurity Office co-chaired

the talks for Tokyo.

The US delegation included offi-

cials from the White House Na-

tional Security Council staff, the

Office of the National Cyber Di-

rector, the Office of the Director

of National Intelligence, the De-

partment of War, the Department

of Justice, the Federal Bureau of

Investigation, the Department of

Homeland Security, the

Cybersecurity and Infrastructure

Security Agency, the National In-

stitute of Standards and Technol-

ogy and the Federal Communica-

tions Commission. Japan's delega-

tion included representatives from

the Ministry of Internal Affairs

and Communications, the Minis-

try of Economy, Trade and Indus-

try, the Ministry of Defence, the

National Police Agency and the

Public Security Intelligence

Agency. In the joint statement, the

two countries said they "reaf-

firmed their shared commitment

to addressing threats in

cyberspace directly." They also

said both sides deepened bilateral

security cooperation in

cyberspace and the strength of the

US-Japan alliance by agreeing to

leverage emerging technologies,

strengthen information-sharing

and improve interoperability.

Among the commitments, the two

governments agreed to "leverage

new technologies such as artificial

intelligence (AI) and advance se-

cure and sovereign cloud infra-

structure built on trusted technol-

ogy to deepen information-sharing

and interoperability." They also

pledged to "exchange cyber threat

information and assessments of

sophisticated state and non-state

cyber actors, including threats to

critical infrastructure and the

growing role of AI, to counter

malicious cyber activities."

The two sides agreed to align in-

ternational cyber policies and

share their respective national

cyber strategies. The statement

also said the United States and

Seoul, July 7 : South Korea's

Foreign Minister Cho Hyun said

Tuesday he would work to estab-

lish peace on the Korean Penin-

sula by seeking dialogue with

North Korea and other relevant

nations, reiterating the

government's efforts to reengage

with Pyongyang.

Cho made the remarks in a key-

note speech at an event hosted

by the South Korea-US Parlia-

mentarians Union, saying it is

time to "deeply reflect on what

must be done" to ensure security

and peace on the peninsula,

Yonhap News Agency reported.

"The two summit meetings be-

tween South Korea and the

United States this year would

provide a foundation for those

efforts," he said, stressing the im-

portance of "swiftly and prop-

erly" negotiating the agreements

reached in the joint fact sheet.

He added that South Korea

should work to bolster deter-

South Korean FM vows to seek dialogue with
North Korea, other countries for peace on Korean Peninsula

rence while simultaneously seek-

ing dialogue with North Korea

and other relevant nations.

Following two summits in August

and October between South Ko-

rean President Lee Jae Myung and

U.S. President Donald Trump, the

two countries released a joint fact

sheet outlining their agreements.

Under the agreements, the US

committed to supporting South

Korea in its efforts toward civil

uranium enrichment and spent

fuel reprocessing for peaceful

uses. It also includes US approval

for and its commitment to advanc-

ing Seoul's drive for nuclear-pow-

ered submarines.

Cho added that Seoul will hold

talks with Washington on the sub-

marines and uranium enrichment

next year. On Friday, South Ko-

rean President Lee Jae Myung in-

structed officials to arrange a se-

curity-related ministers' meeting

to better coordinate the

government's North Korea policy.

Berlin, July 7 : Shafi Burfat, Chair-

man of the Jeay Sindh Muttahida

Mahaz (JSMM), on Tuesday

slammed Pakistan’s “self-appointed”

Field Marshal and Chief of Defence

Forces Asim Munir, saying he

symbolises not military excellence

but the deep institutional decay of a

state captured by its own security es-

tablishment.  The Sindhi leader as-

serted that Munir’s elevation to the

highest ceremonial rank -- Chief of

Defence Forces-- despite not having

fought or won a single international

or decisive domestic war, reflected

unchecked militarised power rather

than professional merit. “Titles

earned through coercion rather than

competence often reveal psychologi-

cal insecurity. Munir’s fixation with

grand ranks and religious symbolism

suggests not confidence.

Asim Munir’s rise as
Pakistan’s Chief of Defence Forces
symbolises deep institutional
decay: Sindhi leader

Beirut, July 7 : Lebanon is moving forward

with municipal elections in its conflict-ravaged

south on Tuesday, pressing ahead despite on-

going Israeli airstrikes, widespread displace-

ment, and severe logistical challenges.

The vote is held in the governorates of South

Lebanon and Nabatieh, even as large parts of

the border region remain under sporadic fire.

Tens of thousands have been displaced since the

cross-border conflict between Israel and

Hezbollah began in October 2023, and basic ser-

Lebanon pushes ahead with
local elections despite border
conflict, displacement

vices have collapsed in many towns.

Interior Minister Ahmad Al-Hajjar this

week reiterated the government's com-

mitment to asserting sovereignty across

all Lebanese territory.

Havana, July 7 : The US government has been

pressuring governments around the world to end

bilateral healthcare programs with Cuba, accord-

ing to Cuban Deputy Foreign Minister Carlos

Fernandez de Cossio.  The impact of ending these

programs has been "to deprive many communi-

ties of access to health services," he wrote on

Facebook, Xinhua news agency reported.

US pressuring other govts
to isolate Cuba, says Cuban diplomat

Islamabad, July 7 : As-

serting that the country is

staring down the barrel of

a major water crisis, yet an-

other Pakistani politician

on Tuesday made a desper-

ate appeal to the Shehbaz

Sharif government to "de-

fuse".

We would die of hunger,We would die of hunger,We would die of hunger,We would die of hunger,We would die of hunger,
must defuse water bombmust defuse water bombmust defuse water bombmust defuse water bombmust defuse water bomb
hanging over us: Pak Senatorhanging over us: Pak Senatorhanging over us: Pak Senatorhanging over us: Pak Senatorhanging over us: Pak Senator
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US, Japan step up cyber cooperation
Japan would "combat

cybercrime and scam centers in

the Indo-Pacific region through

law enforcement action, interna-

tional diplomacy, and coordi-

nated engagement with the pri-

vate sector as appropriate."

The two countries further com-

mitted to "coordinate technical

assistance for cyber resilience and

defense in third countries across

the Indo-Pacific region." They

also agreed to "collaborate to ac-

celerate Post Quantum Cryptog-

raphy (PQC) adoption domesti

cally."The statement said the

United States and Japan commit-

ted to continued close coordina-

tion on cyber policy, operations,

technical assistance and engage-

ment with the private sector.



New Delhi, July 7 :The

Women and Child Develop-

ment Ministry on Tuesday

called upon schools, youth

groups, NGOs, panchayats

and individuals to identify and

support potential nominees to

file online applications for the

Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal

Puraskar Awards (PMRBP)

2026 by July 31. Any citizen,

school, institution, or

organisation can nominate

Bengaluru, July 7 : The Elec-

tion Commission's Special Inten-

sive Revision (SIR) of electoral

rolls in Karnataka gathered pace

on Tuesday, with more than 1.12

crore (1,12,65,893) Enumeration

Forms distributed to voters

within the first three days of the

door-to-door verification exer-

cise. According to the Office of

the Chief Electoral Officer

(CEO), Karnataka, the state had

a total of 5,54,32,314 registered

electors as of June 16, 2026.

Enumeration Forms have been

printed and supplied to Booth

Level Officers (BLOs) for dis-

tribution as part of the revision

exercise. The house-to-house

enumeration and digitisation

process commenced on June 30

and will continue until July 29.

The CEO's office said a total of

1,12,65,893 Enumeration Forms,

accounting for 20.32 per cent of

the electorate, had been distrib-

uted to voters so far.

K’taka SIR: Over
1.12 crore enumeration forms
distributed in three days

Srinagar, July 7 : Jammu and Kash-

mir Chief Minister Omar Abdullah on

Tuesday said that nobody should have

an objection to India-Pakistan dia-

logue since it is aimed at improving

relations between the two neighbours.

The Chief Minister said the conflict

between the two countries was not new

and has persisted for the last three to

One should not object to
India-Pakistan dialogue: Omar Abdullah

four decades. "This conflict

is 30 to 40 years old, and last

year, it intensified after the

Pahalgam attack. Now, the

Prime Minister is being re-

quested, through a letter, that

the relations between the two

countries should be im-

proved.

Monsoon Mango Festival: Tripura to
expand mango cultivation, boost infra for growers
Agartala, July 7 : Tripura Agri-

culture and Farmers' Welfare Min-

ister Ratan Lal Nath on Tuesday

announced that the state govern-

ment would expand mango culti-

vation across an additional 55

hectares of land in mountainous

Dhalai district, besides providing

more infrastructure and financial

assistance to strengthen the live-

lihoods of mango growers and en-

hance their income.

The Minister made the announce-

ment after inaugurating the Mon-

soon Mango Festival 2026 at

Narikelkunja in tribal people in-

habited Gandatwisa sub-division

under Dhalai district.

Aizawl, July 7 : Mizoram Chief Minister

Lalduhoma on Tuesday said that corruption

remains one of the biggest obstacles to good

governance and the overall development of

the state, stressing that eliminating the men-

ace requires the collective commitment of

both citizens and government employees.

Releasing the first-ever Annual Report of

the Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB) for

2025-2026 at the Chief Minister's Confer-

ence Hall, Lalduhoma said that combating

corruption is not the responsibility of a

single agency alone but a shared responsi-

bility of all citizens as well as every gov-

ernment employee.

Corruption biggest hurdle to good
governance and development : Mizoram CM

Jaipur, July 7 : The Rajasthan

Drug Control Department has

imposed a statewide ban on the

sale and use of a specific batch

of Bupivacaine injection fol-

lowing reports of serious ad-

verse reactions among patients

at a hospital in Hyderabad.

Bupivacaine is widely used to

administer spinal anaesthesia

during various surgical proce-

dures, including Caesarean de-

liveries.

Rajasthan bans sale, use
of Bupivacaine injection used in
caesarean deliveries, other surgeries

Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar 2025 nominations to close on July 31
candidates they deem deserving.

Children may also apply through

self-nomination for the awards

that celebrate the extraordinary

achievements of children aged 5

to 18 years, said a statement. The

prestigious national-level award is

conferred annually by the Presi-

dent to recognise exceptional

achievements of children in the

fields of art and culture, bravery,

sports, social service, environment

and science and technology. The

objectives of the awards are to cel-

ebrate and amplify the achieve-

ments of India's youth in diverse

spheres, to inspire peers nation-

wide by showcasing real-life role

models and to foster an enabling

environment for children's holis-

tic development, said a statement.

In a social media post on X, the

Ministry said, "The last date for

submission of applications is July

31, 2026. All nominations for the

PMRBP award must be made

through the online portal https://

awards.gov.in." Applicants will

need to fill in basic personal de-

tails and the category of award and

then upload a recent photograph

and supporting documents. They

will also need to submit a write-

up (up to 1000-words) about the

achievement and its impact, said

the statement. To apply, young

achievers must first register or log

in on the portal by providing de-

tails such as First Name, Last

Name, Date of Birth, Applicant

Type (Individual/Organisation),

Mobile Number, Email ID,

Aadhaar Number, etc. and

CAPTCHA verification, said the

statement. It said that once regis-

tered, they should select the

'Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya Bal

Puraskar 2025' under the 'On-

going Nominations' section and

click on 'Nominate/Apply

Now'. Applicants must then

choose the relevant award cat-

egory and indicate whether the

nomination is for themselves or

someone else.

The application form requires

nominee details, a concise nar-

rative (maximum 500 words)

describing the achievement and

its impact, and the upload of

supporting documents (PDF

format, up to 10 attachments).
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Bengal Cabinet clears draft UCC Bill,
CM Adhikari directs strict cost control measures
Kolkata, July 7 : The draft

of the Uniform Civil Code,

West Bengal, 2026, aiming to

implement a uniform civil

code in the state, was cleared

at a meeting of the state cabi-

net on Tuesday, which was

chaired by Chief Minister

Suvendu Adhikari.

"Now the draft Bill will be

sent to a newly constituted

committee headed by former

Supreme Court judge Justice

Ranjana Prakash Desai (re-

tired), for examination. Fol-

lowing the recommendations

of the high-powered commit-

tee that will  be received

within the next four weeks,

the final Bill will be drafted

and tabled on the floor of the

Assembly in August this

year," said a state cabinet in-

sider.

To recall, while addressing

the Assembly earlier on June

29, the Chief Minister said

that the state's tribals, indig-

enous people, Kurmis and

other recognised ancient

tribal communities will be kept outside

the purview of the proposed law.  In this

regard, the Chief Minister clarified that

the exception is being made following

the model adopted by Uttarakhand and

Gujarat. The main purpose of the Bill

is to implement a single law across the

state.

, instead of having separate personal

laws on the basis of religion. Once

implemented, West Bengal will be the

fourth Indian state to implement UCC

after Gujarat, Uttarakhand and Assam.

At the same time, at the meeting, the

Chief Minister directed all departments

to go for strict cost-control measures

and stop all avoidable departmental ex-

penditure.

"The Chief Minister strictly instructed

that non-eligible people should be im-

mediately excluded from various social

welfare projects and thus ensure cost

curtailment and bring ease in running

those projects," the cabinet insider said.

Sources said that the Chief Minister also

directed that all state government de-

partments should adopt all possible

measures to seal the avenues of revenue

leakages, especially as regards tax col-

lection from sectors like stone quarries

and sand mining, the areas where

the leakage was maximum during

the previous Trinamool Congress

regime because of rampant corrup-

tion.

"The Cabinet also approved a pro-

posal for perpetual transfer of gov-

ernment-vested land in different

districts in favour of the Border Se-

curity Force (BSF) and Sashastra

Seema Bal (SSB) for various pur-

poses like construction of border

outposts, border fencing and road

construction, among others," said

sources.  The cabinet also cleared a

proposal for the creation of nine

additional fast-track courts in nine

districts of the state and also ap-

proved the creation of 35 posts for

these courts.

Karnataka CM Shivakumar warns
of a potentially severe drought this year
Bengaluru, July 7 : Karnataka

Chief Minister D.K.

Shivakumar on Tuesday

warned of a potentially severe

drought this year, urging farm-

ers not to depend on res-

ervoir water for cultiva-

tion as inflows into most

major reservoirs have

dropped drastically.



New Delhi, July 7 : Noida-head-

quartered IT services provider

HCL Technologies (HCLTech) on

Tuesday announced that it has

signed a deal with a Europe-based

Fortune Global 50 company to es-

tablish an AI-driven operating

model for transforming and man-

aging the client's global digital

workplace and enterprise net-

works.

The agreement -- which runs from

July to December 2031 with an

option to extend it for another five

years -- has an estimated value of

$1.14 billion during the initial

term, the IT company said in an

exchange filing.

It added that the engagement is

Ahmedabad, July 7 : Global in-

stitutions and India's largest mu-

tual funds have backed multiple

Adani Group companies, mark-

ing a sharp turnaround in inves-

tor sentiment.

Adani Group has emerged as one

of the biggest draws for institu-

tional investors over the past

year, attracting around Rs 40,000

crore of fresh equity into its flag-

ship company alone while also

seeing marquee global and do-

mestic investors increase their

HCLTech bags $1.14 billion AI deal
from Europe-based Fortune Global 50 firm

entirely net-new business and is

expected to strengthen its order

book ahead of the company's quar-

terly earnings. Under the partner-

ship, HCLTech will leverage arti-

ficial intelligence to modernise

and manage the customer's global

digital workplace and enterprise

network operations.

The deal marks another milestone

in HCLTech's AI strategy, follow-

ing a series of partnerships, acqui-

sitions and investments an-

nounced in recent months.

In June, the company signed a

long-term strategic agreement

with a renewable energy company

to consolidate IT services and

drive AI-led operational transfor-

mation. It also partnered with

Nokia to accelerate autonomous

telecom network optimisation

using AI-driven rApps and

teamed up with Circles and

GreySkies to develop AI-pow-

ered telecom software solutions.

Separately, HCLTech completed

the acquisition of business intel-

ligence platform Jaspersoft from

Cloud Software Group and in-

vested in sovereign AI startup

Sarvam AI as part of its $234

million Series B funding round.

Following the announcement,

HCLTech shares jumped as

much as 5.68 per cent to an

intraday high of Rs 1,138.75 on

the BSE in early trade.

New Delhi, July 7 :Taxation changes, customs

duty hikes and global geopolitical tensions will

be the defining factors of bullion prices in H2

2026, as prices are expected to remain volatile

with possible consolidation after recent correc-

tions, a report said on Tuesday.

Jewellery demand is expected to remain subdued,

though the festive season could revive sales,

particularly in lightweight categories, the report

from All India Gem &amp; Jewellery Domestic

Council (GJC) said.

The industry awaits clarity on reforms to the

Gold Monetisation Scheme and potential tax

adjustments, while geopolitical risks remain a

key factor that could trigger renewed safe-ha-

ven demand, it added.

The report noted that the first six months of the

year were marked by historic peaks in bullion

prices, followed by corrections that reshaped

consumer sentiment and industry outlook.

Gold prices peaked at Rs 1,70,480 per 10 grams

in January 2026 before correcting to about Rs

1,42,800 per 10 grams by late June, while silver

crossed Rs 4,02,490 per kilogram in January and

eased to roughly Rs 2,25,940 per kilogram by

late June.

Tax changes, customs
hikes to shape bullion market in H2 2026

Mumbai, July 7 Indian equity markets

opened higher on Tuesday amid mixed

global cues, with benchmark indices

rising nearly 1 per cent each as buying

was led by IT, metal, pharma and

chemical stocks.

Sensex began session at 78,152.34, up

650 points or 0.84 per cent, while Nifty

opened around 200 points or 0.83 per

cent higher at 24,375.65.

Sector-wise, Nifty IT surged nearly 2

per cent, while Nifty Metal gained 1.66

per cent. Nifty MidSmall IT &amp;

Telecom, Chemicals and Pharma indi-

ces advanced over 1 per cent, 0.82 per

cent and 0.72 per cent, respectively.

In contrast, the Nifty PSU Bank index

declined 0.87 per cent. Among Nifty

50 constituents, Tata Motors Passen-

ger Vehicles (TMPV), NTPC, SBI and

Axis Bank were the top losers.

The broader market remained firm,

with Nifty Smallcap 50 and Nifty

Smallcap 100 indices rising 0.48 per

cent and 0.46 per cent, respectively.

Nifty 100 gained 0.46 per cent, while

Nifty 500 advanced 0.41 per cent.

Sensex, Nifty open nearly
1 pc higher; IT, metal stocks drive rally

Adani Group emerges as investor
magnet after Rs 38,000 crore demand for AEL QIP offering

exposure across several listed en-

tities. Adani Enterprises Ltd

(AEL) this week upsized its quali-

fied institutional placement (QIP)

to Rs 15,000 crore after receiving

bids worth about Rs 38,000 crore,

or 3.8 times the base issue size.

The fundraising comes less than

a year after the company's Rs

25,000 crore rights issue, taking

its total equity capital raised over

the past year to about Rs 40,000

crore. The latest offering attracted

some of the world's largest insti-

tutional investors, including Capi-

tal Group, Goldman Sachs,

BlackRock, Blackstone, and

Nomura. Domestic participation

was equally broad-based, with

HDFC Mutual Fund, ICICI Pru-

dential Mutual Fund, Kotak Mu-

tual Fund, Aditya Birla Sun Life

Mutual Fund, SBI Mutual Fund

and Tata Mutual Fund among the

investors. People familiar with the

transaction said the order book

was fully covered before the is-

sue formally opened.

New Delhi, July 7 : Indian smartphone makers are

likely to face a challenging period as global memory

or RAM prices surge, squeezing volumes and pushing

up average selling prices, a new report has said.

Brokerage CLSA said in a report that Indian

smartphone shipments remained under pressure on a

YoY and sequential basis in January, with volumes

falling about 25 per cent.

Indian smartphone volumes may
see headwinds from global RAM prices: Report

Mumbai, July 7 :  Fintech

company Infibeam Avenues

on Tuesday reported 15 per

cent sequential decline in

profit from operations in the

January-March period (Q4) to

Rs 54 crore, from Rs 64 crore

in the December quarter (Q3).

The company said in a stock

exchange filing that its in-

come from operations stood

at Rs 1,160 crore in the March

quarter of FY25, which is 8.4

per cent higher than the De-

cember quarter's income from

operations of Rs 1,070 crore.

The company's profit from

operations grew 17 per cent

(year-on-year) in the March

quarter.

The company had a profit of

Rs 46 crore in the March

quarter of FY24.

The company's expenses in-

creased by 8.88 per cent on a

quarterly basis to Rs 1,103

Infibeam Avenues' profit falls
15 pc sequentially to Rs 54 crore in Q4, revenue up

crore in the January-March

period, from Rs 1,013 crore

in the October-December pe-

riod. On an annual basis, the

company's expenses in-

creased by 65 per cent, which

was Rs 666 crore in the same

period of FY25.

 Infibeam Avenues' profit

from operations for the entire

FY25 stood at Rs 236 crore,

which is 51 per cent higher

than the profit of Rs 156 crore

for the entire FY24. During

this period, the company's in-

come from operations has in-

creased from Rs 3,150 crore

to Rs 3,992 crore, showing a

growth of 26.73 per cent on

an annual basis.

The company's total income

for the entire FY25 has in-

creased to Rs 4,065 crore,

which is 28.03 percent higher

than the total income of Rs

3,175 crore in FY25.

India pips China as top
investment country
for global family offices
New Delhi, July 7 :  Global fam-

ily offices are most likely to in-

crease their exposure in their in-

vestment portfolios to India and

China over the next 12 months

and India has scored far better

on the list, according to the '2025

Global Family Office' report by

UBS.

More than a quarter (28 per cent)

of family offices are planning to

increase their exposure to India

over the next 12 months while

almost a fifth (18 per cent) are

planning to increase exposure to

China, the report mentioned,

clearing indicating the robust

macro-economic indicators and

strong domestic growth in India.

"Middle Eastern family offices

were the most likely to increase

exposure to India," the report

further stated.

Middle Eastern family offices,

followed by those in Europe,

were the most likely to increase

exposure to India.

The report captured the views of

317 UBS family office clients.

The average net worth of partici-

pating families was $2.7 billion,

with their family offices manag-

ing $1.1 billion each.

Citi downgrades Vedanta to
‘sell’, cuts target price to Rs 265 on zinc concerns
Mumbai, July 7 : Shares of Vedanta Limited?

dropped 3.35 per cent on Tuesday after broker-

age firm Citi Research issued a sharp double

downgrade on the stock, turning bearish on the

metals major amid concerns over zinc prices and

changes in its dividend policy.  Citi downgraded

Vedanta from ‘buy’ to ‘sell’ and slashed its tar-

get price to Rs 265, signaling limited upside from

current levels. The brokerage cited a weak out-

look on zinc along with uncertainty surround-

ing the company’s capital allocation strategy as

the primary reasons behind its negative stance.

New Delhi, July 7 :  The Federation

of Indian Export Organisations (FIEO)

on Tuesday said the country is pro-

jected to reach the export figure of $1

trillion by the end of this fiscal (FY26).

This will constitute merchandise ex-

ports at $525-535 billion -- a growth

of about 12 per cent from last fis-

cal -- and services exports at $465-

475 billion, a growth of nearly 20

per cent .  India 's  export  sector

achieved a significant milestone in

the fiscal year 2024–25.

India's exports projected to
reach $1 trillion in FY26: FIEO
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Bhopal, July 7 :   Riding high on

the success of the recent agricul-

tural summit in Mandsaur district,

the Madhya Pradesh government

is going to organise an agri sum-

mit on Tuesday in Narsinghpur.

The government will showcase

cutting-edge farming equipment,

innovative cultivation techniques,

advanced high-yield seed variet-

ies, and insights into the potential

of modern food processing.   “In-

dustry and farmers will come

close on a platform, on increasing

agricultural productivity and

maximizing farmers' profits

through value-added production

strategies,” said Kailash

Vijayvargiya, Urban development

minister, said. As part of its vision

Chennai, July 7 : DMK leader

Udhayanidhi Stalin on Tuesday

strongly criticised Tamil Nadu

Governor Rajendra Arlekar for

inspecting during his visit to

Madurai, alleging that the exer-

cise was unconstitutional and in-

fringed upon the powers of the

elected state government.

In a statement, Udhayanidhi

Stalin said the Governor had

acted like an elected public rep-

resentative despite holding a

nominated constitutional office

and serving as the Governor of

Tamil Nadu only as an additional

TN: Udhayanidhi Stalin
slams Guv’s Madurai inspection

charge. He also targeted the rul-

ing TVK government, accusing it

of allowing the Governor to over-

step constitutional limits.

Drawing parallels with the previ-

ous AIADMK regime,

Udhayanidhi Stalin said the

Governor's inspection marked a

return to what he described as the

"Koovathur-era" practice of Gov-

ernors conducting field inspec-

tions. He alleged that the present

government, which he described

as being sustained through "horse-

trading politics," had permitted a

precedent that undermined Tamil

Nadu's rights. He objected to the

Governor's reported remarks that

Raj Bhavan would intervene if the

state government failed to restore

the Vaigai river. Pointing out that

the maintenance of Raj Bhavan

itself is the responsibility of the

Tamil Nadu government,

Udhayanidhi Stalin said the

Governor's comments reflected an

unwarranted assertion of author-

ity. He alleged that such state-

ments were possible only because

the ruling party had failed to safe-

guard the state government's con-

stitutional powers. The DMK

leader recalled that his party had

earlier questioned the government

in the Assembly over what it de-

scribed as a compromise on the

importance.

Madhya Pradesh: Industry,Madhya Pradesh: Industry,Madhya Pradesh: Industry,Madhya Pradesh: Industry,Madhya Pradesh: Industry,
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for 2025, which has been desig-

nated as the year of industry and

employment, the state is

organising these “Krishi Udyog

Samagam”.

The event will be inaugurated by

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar,

with Governor Mangubhai Patel,

Chief Minister Dr. Mohan Yadav,

and ministers.

Krishi Udyog Samagam 2025 is

being convened to foster the

growth of agriculture-based indus-

tries in Madhya Pradesh, attract

investments in food processing,

and create better market opportu-

nities for farmers.

“This gathering will facilitate dis-

cussions among industrialists,

farmer producer organizations,

and policymakers, encouraging

collaboration and policy devel-

opment. Additionally, the event

will see the foundation stone lay-

ing for new industrial units, in-

augurations of various projects,

and the distribution of land al-

lotment documents to industrial-

ists,” the minister said.

The state government remains

steadfast in its commitment to

boosting farmers' incomes and

making agriculture a profitable

venture, he said.

Gandhinagar, July 7 :

Gujarat Deputy Chief Min-

ister Harsh Sanghavi on

Tuesday said that decisions

on preventive detention

and externment measures

such as PASA and

“tadipar” must be taken af-

ter hearing police officers,

while stressing that strict

action against anti-social

elements should be ensured

wherever necessary.

He was addressing the clos-

ing ceremony of a three-

day Revenue Department's

'Chintan Shibir', where he

underlined the need for ad-

ministrative decisions to be

taken with due coordina-

tion between departments

in matters relating to law

and order.

"Before taking decisions on

proposals such as ‘PASA’

or ‘tadipar’ to curb anti-so-

cial elements, police offic-

ers should be heard, and

maximum strict action

should be taken," he said.

‘Police should be heard
before PASA,
externment decisions’:
Gujarat Dy CM

New Delhi, July 7 :  The north-

eastern region is no longer on the

periphery of India but is the new

epicentre of India’s development

journey, Jayant Chaudhary, Min-

ister of State (Independent

Charge) for Skill Development

and Entrepreneurship, said on

Tuesday.  Speaking at the ‘Rising

Northeast Investors Summit 2025’

here, the minister said that from

Mizoram achieving 100 per cent

literacy rates to the entrepreneur-

ial spirit of its youth, the region

exemplifies resilience and com-

munity strength. “As we celebrate

this transformation, we must nur-

ture risk-taking, skill develop-

ment, and ecosystem support to

unlock its potential,” he told the

gathering.

 Mentioning the ‘Skilling for AI

Readiness’ (SOAR) programme,

which the Ministry of Skill Devel-

opment and Entrepreneurship is

currently developing in collabora-

tion with Ministry of Education

and NCVET, he added, “The future

lies in AI, and India must lead by

building indigenous models and

preparing our youth for an AI-

Northeast is new epicentre of India’sNortheast is new epicentre of India’sNortheast is new epicentre of India’sNortheast is new epicentre of India’sNortheast is new epicentre of India’s
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driven world”. “Through ‘Skilling

for AI Readiness’, we plan to

equip students with tools to inno-

vate ethically using AI. The col-

lective spirit of the Northeast,

paired with national support, is a

beacon of progress. We must har-

ness this energy, break old

mindsets, and build a future where

every young mind from Arunachal

to Assam shapes India’s global

narrative," Chaudhary added. The

northeastern region is witnessing

rapid growth and is on track to

become one of the country’s

major economic hubs. “From the

tea gardens of Assam to digital

creators in Shillong, the North-

east is not waiting for change —

it is architecting it. And it is time

the rest of India, and the world,

invests in that spirit,” said the min-

ister.

On the sidelines of the summit, a

dedicated ‘Udyamita se

Atmanirbhar Pavilion’ set up by

MSDE, showcased the entrepre-

neurial spirit of the northeast,

featuring eight dynamic entre-

preneurs trained by the Indian In-

stitute of Entrepreneurship (IIE).

Chandigarh, July 7 :   Sixteen out of the

27 people who died due to consumption of

illicit liquor in Amritsar belong to the Dalit

community, said Punjab BJP Scheduled

Caste Morcha President S.R. Ladhar here

on Tuesday. Taking cognisance of this

month’s deaths of 27 people due to poi-

sonous liquor made from methanol in the

Majitha area, the morcha has demanded in-

tervention of the National Scheduled Caste

Commission for justice to the victims.

Chief Minister Bhagwant Mann, ministers,

MLAs, MPs and government officials who

accompanied him to the spot should clarify

why they hid this fact, asked former IAS

officer Ladhar. He said the Aam Aadmi

Party (AAP) government has not registered

a case under the Prevention of Atrocities

Act of 1989 against the accused who are

enjoying political patronage.

“This shows the indifferent attitude of the

Hooch tragedy: 16 out of
27 victims belong to Dalit
community, says Punjab BJP

Bhagwant Mann government. Why should we not

believe that this indicates the anti-Dalit mentality

of the Aam Aadmi Party government? The BJP

will not allow such intentions of the government

to succeed,” he said. He demanded a CBI probe

into the incident of consumption of poisonous li-

quor in the past three years and said the govern-

ment was trying to hide facts. Another leader,

Paramjit Singh Kainth, who’s the Vice-President

of the morcha, said the incidents of consumption

of illicit liquor have increased. He highlighted the

incidents of consumption of poisonous liquor in

Punjab, including the Amritsar incident and last

year’s incident in Sangrur, in which 20 people died.

Manali, July 7 : Himachal Pradesh Governor

Kavinder Gupta on Tuesday visited the world-fa-

mous Atal Tunnel during his tour of Lahaul-Spiti

and Manali. He praised the tunnel’s technical ex-

cellence, strategic importance, and contribution to

regional development.

The Governor said the Atal Tunnel, built by the

Border Roads Organisation, is a remarkable example

of modern engineering and advanced technology,

which has opened new opportunities for develop-

ment and connectivity in the Himalayan region.

He travelled through the tunnel from the South Por-

tal to the North Portal and received detailed infor-

mation from Border Roads Organisation officials

about its construction, safety systems, and opera-

tions. Officials also briefed him on the arrangements

made to ensure smooth traffic movement through-

out the year.

The Governor said the project reflects the strong

determination and visionary leadership of former

Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

He said the tunnel is not merely an engineering struc-

ture, but also a symbol of India’s strategic strength,

the development of border areas, and improved pub-

lic convenience.

Atal Tunnel opens opportunities
in the Himalayas: Himachal Guv

Indore, July 7 : The Special Inves-

tigation Team (SIT), constituted on

the directions of the Supreme Court,

is probing the controversial remarks

made by Madhya Pradesh Tribal

Welfare Minister Vijay Shah

against Colonel Sofiya Qureshi.

On Tuesday, the three-member SIT

visited Raikunda village near the

Mhow region of Indore district,

where the Minister had attended a

public programme on May 12,

where he made the controversial

remark.

The team met the village sarpanch

and secretary -- both organisers of

the event -- who had earlier been

summoned by the Manpur police,

where the FIR in the case was reg-

istered. The SIT is also expected to

question others who participated in

the programme, including former

Minister Usha Thakur.

The team has collected relevant

SIT begins probe into Vijay
Shah's remarks on Sofiya
Qureshi, visits Raikunda village

Rat poison found in bodies, watermelon
in toxicology report on Mumbai family’s death
Mumbai, July 7 : The mys-

terious death of four members

of the same family in

Mumbai’s Bhendi Bazaar

area is suspected to have been

caused by zinc phosphide or

rat poison detected in toxicol-

ogy tests conducted on their

bodies and the watermelon

they consumed, the police

said on Tuesday. The toxicol-

ogy and other scientific re-

ports from the Forensic Sci-

ence Laboratory confirmed

the presence of zinc phos-

phide - a dark grey, crystal-

line compound used as a rodenti-

cide against such small mammals

as mice, rats, field mice and squir-

rels, the report said.

A police official said they will

continue their investigation after

studying the report in depth and

consulting forensic experts.

Naseerin Dokadia (35), Ayesha

Dokadia (16), Abdullah Dokadia

(44), and Zainab Dokadia (12)

were admitted to different hospi-

tals on April 26 after their health

suddenly deteriorated.

According to family members, all

of them had complained of vom-

iting after consuming water-

melon the previous night. Their

condition reportedly worsened

rapidly soon afterwards, lead-

ing to their deaths. The toxicol-

ogy and FSL report received by

investigators on Tuesday said.
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Sofia, July 7 :  The Bulgarian Justice Minister, Georgi

Georgiev, called for a society-wide drive to tackle online

crimes against children after a recent report revealed

70,000 alerts for online crimes against children in 2026.

At a roundtable discussion on protecting children from

online violence on Tuesday, Georgiev emphasised on

Thursday that such crimes represent a huge challenge, and

society had to be involved to tackle it.

Citing the report that the Bulgarian Safer Internet Center

Bulgarian Minister calls for public
involvement in tackling online crimes against children

(SIC) has reviewed and referred to the relevant authorities,

Georgiev said: "This work shows that the challenge is much

bigger than it seems to us."

Khartoum, July 7 :  The Sudanese

Armed Forces (SAF) have announced

the discovery of mass graves containing

the remains of 465 individuals in the Al-

Salha area, south of Omdurman city, just

two days after declaring Khartoum State

cleared of the paramilitary Rapid Sup-

port Forces (RSF) presence. "During re-

cent clearing operations in southern

Omdurman, the armed forces uncovered

mass graves and also found civilians and

retired members of the regular forces

who had been detained by the militia and

held inside a school in the Salha area,

where they were used as human shields

under inhumane conditions," the SAF

said on Tuesday in a statement on its

Facebook page.

"A total of 648 civilians had been de-

tained, of whom 465 died as a result of

neglect, including the lack of food, medi-

cal care, and essential medicine. The

deceased were buried in mass graves,

some containing more than 27 bodies,"

the statement added. Meanwhile, the

SAF also shared videos on its Facebook

page showing detainees held inside a

school in Al-Salha, along with footage

of mass graves found on the school

grounds, Xinhua news agency reported.

Sudanese army says mass

graves discovered in Khartoum State

New Delhi, July 7 : Modern technologies such as

drone technology, the Internet of Things (IoT), and

cybersecurity are creating new employment opportu-

nities for India’s youth, Union Minister of State for

Electronics and Information Technology and Com-

merce &amp; Industry Jitin Prasada said on Tuesday.

He was addressing the Technology and Skill Devel-

opment Conference held at the Atal Bihari Vajpayee

NIELIT Extension Centre campus in Pilibhit, Uttar

Pradesh, where he attended as the Chief Guest.

Speaking at the event, the Minister said that technol-

ogy-driven skills are becoming increasingly important

in today’s job market.

“Emerging technologies such as drone technology,

Internet of Things (IoT) and cybersecurity are play-

ing a significant role in creating new employment op-

portunities,” he stated.

He highlighted that emerging sectors like drones, IoT,

Modern technologies are playing crucial
role in generating employment: Jitin Prasada

and cyber security are open-

ing up new career paths and

encouraging young people to

take up innovation and entre-

preneurship. “The main aim

of the conference was to pro-

mote skill development, inno-

vation, and startup culture

among youth through tech-

nology,” the minister ex-

plained. Referring to the vi-

sion of Digital India and

Atmanirbhar Bharat, Prasada

said that institutions like

NIELIT are acting as an im-

portant link between govern-

ment policies and their imple-

mentation on the ground.

Dhaka, July 7 :  A Bangladesh

court on Tuesday dismissed a

writ petition seeking to stay the

Election Tribunal's verdict, de-

claring Ishraque Hossain as

Mayor of Dhaka South City Cor-

poration (DSCC).

The bench, comprising Justice

Md Akram Hossain Chowdhury

and Justice Debasish Roy

Chowdhury, delivered the order

following a hearing on the writ

filed by Supreme Court lawyer

Md Mamunur Rashid on May

13, local media reported.

Several BNP leaders and activ-

ists, who continued their sit-in

protest at the Kakrail intersection

in Dhaka, demanding Ishraque

be sworn in as the new Mayor of

DSCC, cheered in happiness out-

side the state guesthouse

'Jamuna'.

Bangladesh court clears way
for Ishraque Hossain to
be sworn in as Dhaka South Mayor

Washington, July 7 :  Two

members of the Israeli embassy

staff were fatally shot Tuesday

night in Washington DC by a

man who, the police said, had

chanted "Free Palestine".

The shooting took place outside

an event hosted by the American

Jewish Committee for young

diplomats at the Lillian and

Albert Small Capital Jewish

Museum.

The single shooter was identified

by police as 30-year-old Elias

Rodriguez of Chicago. Metro-

politan Police Chief Pamela

Smith said at a news briefing the

suspect shouted "Free, free Pal-

estine!" while being taken into

custody

The victims were Sarah Lynn

Milgrim and her partner Yaron

Lischinsky, who both worked at

the Israeli embassy in Washing-

ton. "These horrible D.C. kill-

ings, based obviously on

antisemitism, must end, NOW!

Hatred and Radicalism have no

place in the USA.  Condolences

to the families of the victims.

Shooter who killed
Israeli embassy staff
members in Washington
shouted 'free Palestine'

Bengaluru, July 7 :  AICC General Secretary

Sachin Pilot on Tuesday said the Union govern-

ment was "destroying" the economic security of

rural India by changing the Mahatma Gandhi

National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme

(MGNREGS).

Addressing a press conference at the Congress

office in Bengaluru, Pilot said the Union gov-

ernment has committed a "historic blunder".

'Historic blunder':
Sachin Pilot on changes in MGNREGS

Kinshasa, July 7 : The Presi-

dent of the Democratic Re-

public of the Congo (DRC),

Felix Tshisekedi, has said that

the country may not hold its

presidential elections set for

2028 if the war in the east con-

tinues, placing national secu-

Cango may not conduct
2028 presidential elections amid ongoing conflict

rity at the centre of his government's po-

litical agenda.

Congo is facing an "aggression war" aimed

at destabilising state institutions, looting

natural resources and weakening national

sovereignty, Tshisekedi told a press con-

ference in Kinshasa, the country's capital.

Restoring security.

Trilateral meeting of AU, EU,
UN reiterates support for multilateralism
United Nations, July 7 :

Leaders of the African Union

(AU), the European Union and

the United Nations met at the

UN Headquarters in New

York, reiterating support for

multilateralism as the most ef-

fective way to address today's

challenges.

The meeting was attended by

Chairperson of the AU Com-

mission Mahmoud Ali

Youssouf, President of the

European Council Antonio

Costa, President of the Euro-

pean Commission Ursula von

der Leyen, and UN Secretary-

General Antonio Guterres, on

the margins of the 80th Ses-

sion of the UN General As-

sembly, along with senior of-

ficials of the secretariats from

the three organizations, Xinhua

news agency reported.

In a joint communique, the three

organizations reiterated their sup-

port for multilateralism as the

most effective way to address

today's challenges, condemned the

rising number of instances of lack

of respect for international law, in-

ternational humanitarian law and

human rights law, and

stressed the importance of

adherence to the UN Char-

ter. They discussed peace ef-

forts in Africa, including the

imperative to end the war in

Sudan and also discussed

measures to strengthen the

fight against terrorist armed

groups.

India urges Bangladesh to expedite nationality
verification for 'smooth repatriation' of illegal immigrants
New Delhi, July 7 : India on

Tuesday said that repatriation of

illegal Bangladeshi nationals

hinges on cooperation from

Dhaka, noting that over 2860

cases of nationality verification

remain pending with

Bangladesh, several of them for

more than five years.

Addressing a weekly media

briefing in New Delhi, MEA

spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal

called on Bangladeshi authorities

to expedite the nationality veri-

fication process to enable the

smooth repatriation of illegal

immigrants from India.

Responding to a question on

Bangladesh Foreign Minister

Khalilur Rahman's remarks fol-

lowing BJP's win in West Ben-

gal elections, Jaiswal said, "We

have seen comments of this na-

ture being made in the last sev-

eral days. These comments must

be seen in the context of the core

issue of repatriation of illegal

Bangladeshis from India. This

obviously requires cooperation

from Bangladesh.

“Over 2860 cases of nationality

verification are pending with

Bangladesh, several of it for over

five years. Our policy is that all

illegal foreign nationals staying in

India must be repatriated as per

our laws, procedure and estab-

lished bilateral mechanisms and

arrangements. We expect

Bangladesh will expedite nation-

ality verification so that repatria-

tion of illegal immigrants can take

place in a smooth manner.”

When asked about Rahman's talks

with Chinese officials regarding

the Teesta River, Jaiswal said, "In-

dia and Bangladesh share 54 riv-

ers. We have structured bilateral

mechanisms to discuss all water-

related issues. At these bilateral

mechanisms, they continue to

meet at regular intervals."

Rahman is on a three-day visit,

from May 5-7, at the invitation of

Wang Yi, a member of the Politi-

cal Bureau of the Communist

Party of China Central Commit-

tee and Foreign Minister of China.

Last month, India announced the

appointment of former Union

Minister Dinesh Trivedi as India's

next High Commissioner to

Bangladesh.

Trivedi has previously served as

Railway Minister (2011) and also

the Minister of State for Health

and Family Welfare. His appoint-

ment as India's High Commis-

sioner to Bangladesh comes at a

time when both countries are mak-

ing efforts to reset bilateral ties.
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New Delhi, July 7 : Delhi BJP

president Harsh Malhotra on

Tuesday condemned the demo-

lition of historic Shri Guru Singh

Sabha Gurdwara in Farooqabad,

Pakistan, questioning the silence

of AAP leaders like Arvind

Kejriwal and Punjab CM Sardar

Bhagwant Mann on the issue.

He said that this is not an iso-

lated incident, as attacks on

Sikhs, Hindus, Christians, and

their places of worship have un-

fortunately become a recurring

occurrence in Pakistan.

Malhotra stated that while the

Indian government, under the

leadership of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi, has consistently

worked to provide a sense of se-

curity and confidence to Sikhs

and other minority communities,

the Pakistani government has left

Delhi BJP chief questions
Punjab CM’s silence on Pak Gurdwara demolition

its minorities at the mercy of ex-

tremist elements. He said that Pa-

kistan continues to remain a ha-

ven for terrorism.

The Delhi BJP President said that

the silence of the Aam Aadmi

Party government in Punjab, even

a week after the demolition of the

Shri Singh Sabha Gurdwara in

Pakistan, has shocked the people

of the country and is deeply con-

demnable.

Malhotra said that Punjab Chief

Minister Sardar Bhagwant Mann

himself has been accused of vio-

lating Sikh religious traditions and

that the Sri Akal Takht Sahib has

declared him anti-Panthic.

In such a situation, the silence of

Sardar Bhagwant Mann and AAP

National Convenor Kejriwal over

the demolition of the Gurdwara in

Pakistan is yet another indication

of their disregard for Sikh values

and traditions. Delhi BJP legisla-

tor and chairman of the Trans-

Yamuna Area Development Board

Sardar Arvinder Singh Lovely

joined Malhotra in condemning

the demolition of the Gurdwara.

He said that while Pakistan pre-

tends to be the protector of minori-

ties around the world, it has failed

to ensure the safety of minorities

and their religious places within

its own borders.

Sardar Arvinder Singh Lovely

said that the treatment meted out

to minorities in Pakistan and the

demolition of their religious

places deserve the strongest con-

demnation.

Bengaluru, July 7 : Minis-

ter for Waqf and Housing

B.Z. Zameer Ahmad Khan

stated that the Waqf Board

will not meddle with any

properties attached to

temples or schools.

He made the statement in the

Legislative Assembly on

We will not meddle with
temple, school properties: K'taka Waqf Minister

Tuesday while answering a

question by senior Congress

MLA M.Y. Patil .  Minister

Zameer said, “I have clearly

stated that we will not meddle

with any properties belonging to

temples. We will also not touch

the properties of schools or edu-

cational institutions.”

Pune, July 7 : Maharashtra Con-

gress president Harshwardhan

Sapkal on Tuesday alleged that

crimes against women have

sharply increased in Pune after the

projection of Chief Minister and

Crimes against women
rise sharply in Pune, claims Congress

Home Minister Devendra

Fadnavis as the “architect of

new Pune.” “In just three

months, from January to

March, 700 cases of sexual

exploitation were reported.

Islamabad, July 7 : A complete pen-down strike was

observed by the Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa provincial gov-

ernment in Pakistan on Tuesday with Chief Minister

Sohail Afridi leading the protest against the federal

policies.  This marked the first time in the country’s

history that a provincial chief executive had shut down

administrative operations to protest federal policies,

local media reported. The day-long strike, which re-

sulted in halting of all non-emergency official work

across the province, was called in response to "deliber-

ate and persistent discriminatory treatment" by the fed-

eral government, a statement issued by the Chief

Minister's Secretariat mentioned.

“Specific grievances include an unfair share in the Na-

tional Finance Commission (NFC) Award, unequal dis-

tribution of electricity and gas resources, and what KP

officials call a pattern of fiscal and administrative

marginalisation,” leading Pakistani daily 'The Express

Tribune' reported.

Pakistan sees sharp escalation
in centre-province tensions as KP govt shuts offices

During the protest,

the offices remained

open, but no docu-

ments were signed,

no files were moved,

and only the emer-

gency services func-

tioned, the report de-

tailed.

"This is a peaceful

but powerful mes-

sage to the federa-

tion," the newspaper

quoted a government

spokesperson as say-

ing. "Our rights are

being systematically

ignored," he added.

It also mentioned the

provincial government's growing frustra-

tion over the detention conditions of

former Prime Minister Imran Khan and

his wife, Bushra Bibi. The strike was an-

nounced earlier this week by Chief Min-

ister Afridi, who urged all provincial de-

partments to suspend routine paperwork

and join what he called a “symbolic re-

volt of the pen”. There were no reports of

major disruptions to public services, and

the strike drew mixed reactions, the news-

paper reported.

Bengaluru, July 7 : Union

Minister H.D. Kumaraswamy

on Tuesday alleged a "massive

scam" in the ongoing Special

Intensive Revision (SIR) of

electoral rolls in Ramanagara

district and claimed to have

exposed the alleged irregulari-

ties by releasing a video.

He demanded the immediate

suspension of the Ramanagara

Deputy Commissioner and ac-

tion against officials allegedly

responsible for dereliction of

duty. Addressing an emer-

gency press conference at the

Janata Dal (United) (JD-U)

state headquarters, JP Bhavan,

Kumaraswamy alleged that the

Massive scam in
Ramanagara SIR exercise: Kumaraswamy

Congress government was attempting

to derail the SIR process in several parts

of Karnataka, with Ramanagara serving

as a glaring example. He further alleged

that, using the Chief Minister's direct

influence, attempts were being made to

create documents for "thousands of bo-

gus voters," including illegal immigrants

from Bangladesh.

New Delhi, July 7 :  The

Panchayat Advancement Index

(PAI) Version 2.0 is aimed at

building capacities for data-

based monitoring and planning

at the gram panchayat level to

support the achievement of ho-

listic, inclusive, and sustain-

able development in rural ar-

eas through Panchayati Raj In-

stitutions, the government said

on Tuesday.

The Ministry of Panchayati

Raj is organising a two-day

‘Writeshop’ on the PAI Version

2.0 in the capital on May 26-

27 which marks the national

roll out of PAI 2.0 for FY

PAI Version 2.0 to ensure data-based

monitoring, planning at gram panchayat level
2023–24. The PAI has been devel-

oped as a robust, multidimen-

sional tool to assess and monitor

the progress of Gram Panchayats

against nine themes aligned with

the Localised Sustainable Devel-

opment Goals (LSDGs).

These themes cover areas such as

poverty alleviation, health, educa-

tion, water sufficiency, clean en-

vironment, infrastructure, gover-

nance, social justice and women’s

empowerment.

While PAI 1.0 (FY 2022–23)

served as a baseline assessment

tool, PAI 2.0 incorporates major

enhancements based on extensive

field experience and stakeholder

feedback. According to the ministry, PAI 2.0 in-

troduces a sharper and more focused framework

by rationalising the number of indicators from 516

to 147, ensuring higher data quality, ease of re-

porting, and actionable insights.

The refined ‘Local Indicator Framework’ now em-

phasizes outcome-oriented, measurable indicators

across nine LSDG themes, enabling Gram

Panchayats to better track progress, prioritize in-

terventions, and enhance transparency in local

governance.

Thiruvananthapuram, July 7 : Kannur

International Airport Ltd. (KIAL), one of

Kerala's flagship infrastructure projects

that was officially commissioned during

the decade-long tenure of the Pinarayi

Vijayan government, has come under

fresh scrutiny after the KIAL Sharehold-

ers' Association submitted a detailed

memorandum to Chief Minister V.D.

Satheesan seeking a Vigilance investiga-

tion into the airport company's function-

ing during the previous regime.

The issue assumed political significance

after MLA T.K. Govindan, elected as a

CPI(M) rebel from the Thaliparambu con-

stituency in Kannur raised it in the As-

sembly recently, prompting fresh calls for

an official enquiry into the affairs of the

company.

The shareholders' association has alleged

that a series of decisions taken by the pre-

vious management resulted in substantial

financial losses to KIAL and adversely

affected thousands of shareholders who

had invested in the airport company ex-

pecting long-term returns.

The memorandum reportedly points to ir-

regularities in administration, deviations

from established procedures, financial de-

cisions that allegedly caused losses to the

company and violations of statutory pro-

visions governing corporate functioning.

Kannur Airport faces fresh
scrutiny as shareholders seek Vigilance
probe; approach new Kerala CM

New Delhi, July 7 : Former

Chairperson of the National

Commission for Protection

of Child Rights and current

member of the National

Human Rights Commis-

sion, Priyank Kanoongo, on

Tuesday strongly de-

nounced fraudsters tamper-

ing with food and drinks la-

bels that largely affect chil-

dren in India. "Selling

Bournvita and Maggi with

fake labelling is an attack on

India's children!!" he

stressed on the social media

platform 'X'. "In Okhla,

Delhi, based on a complaint,

a raid uncovered a gang that

was printing fake expiry

dates and nutrition value

charts themselves and affix-

ing counterfeit labels to sell

the goods," he added, shar-

ing that "The operation is

ongoing; remaining infor-

mation to follow."

NHRC denounces
fraudsters tampering
with food labels,
affecting children's health
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'Don't just adopt AI,
use it intelligently', says Jitendra Singh
Jaipur, July 7 : The 29th Na-

tional e-Governance Confer-

ence (NeGC) concluded suc-

cessfully on Tuesday with

Union Minister of State (Inde-

pendent Charge) for Science

and Technology and Earth Sci-

ences, Jitendra Singh, urging

the governments to focus not

only on adopting Artificial In-

telligence (AI) but also on us-

ing it intelligently to strengthen

governance.

Addressing the valedictory ses-

sion and National e-Gover-

nance Awards 2026 ceremony at

the Rajasthan International Cen-

tre (RIC), MoS Singh congratu-

lated the organisers and said the

active participation of all states

and Union Territories had made

the conference more comprehen-

sive and impactful.

He said that under the leadership

of Prime Minister Narendra Modi,

the Centre has adopted a futuris-

tic approach to governance, con-

tinuously leveraging emerging

technologies to improve transpar-

ency, efficiency and public service

delivery. MoS Singh noted that the repeal of obso-

lete laws has significantly simplified administra-

tive processes and made governance more trans-

parent and effective.



New Delhi, July 7 : Pakistan-oc-

cupied Kashmir (PoK) on Tues-

day witnessed 24th day of anti-

government protests, which drew

over 80,000 passionate protest-

ers to the Eidgah grounds in

Rawalakot.

What began as demands for ba-

sic rights has transformed into a

powerful challenge against

Islamabad’s long-standing con-

trol, with local leaders deliver-

ing scathing accusations that

strike at the heart of Pakistan’s

narrative on regional terrorism.

On Thursday, Sardar Aman

Khan, the prominent chief of the

Joint Awami Action Committee

(JAAC), delivered one of the

most explosive speeches of the

movement.

In a bold revelation that sent

ripples through the crowd, Khan

‘Pak Army gave guns to Kashmiris, don’t call us
terrorists’: PoK leader amid massive protests in Rawalakot

asserted that it was the Pakistan

Army itself which supplied weap-

ons and ammunition to Kashmiris

across the Line of Control.

“It was the Pakistan Army that

handed guns to Kashmiris. And

today, they dare to call us terror-

ists,” he declared, his words met

with thunderous applause.

Khan further highlighted a Jaish-

e-Mohammed rally held in

Rawalakot in February last year,

where armed participants openly

paraded through the streets bran-

dishing AK-47s and swords.

He pointedly reminded authorities

that the Deputy Commissioner of

Rawalakot had not only permitted

the event but also provided secu-

rity for it.  “Deputy Commissioner

Rawalakot, you used to organise

rallies here with guns and swords.

Do you remember? And now you

call us terrorists,” he said. “All

these people are heirs of this

land.”  The protest movement,

which has united locals across

PoK, revolves around 38 key de-

mands.

Khan issued a stern warning that

if these are not immediately ac-

cepted and implemented, the agi-

tation will evolve beyond reform

into a full-fledged call for Paki-

stan to completely withdraw from

the region.  Earlier, demonstrators

in Rawalakot had openly rejected

Islamabad’s dominance, with sev-

eral speakers suggesting the time

had come for deeper engagement

with India.  In a particularly

pointed remark, Khan emphasised

that Pakistan-occupied Kashmir

does not belong to Pakistan and

that Islamabad relies on the region

far more than its residents do.

Seoul, July 7 : South Ko-

rean Unification Minister

Chung Dong-young called

on North Korea on Tuesday

not to miss an opportunity

to resume dialogue with the

United States after Presi-

dent Donald Trump ex-

pressed interest in meeting

with North Korean leader

Kim Jong-un.  "The

government's position on a

North Korea-US summit

does not depend on how

likely it is, but it believes the

meeting must take place,"

Chung told reporters. "I

hope North Korea will not

miss the opportunity (for

talks with Trump) created

by Trump's expression of

interest," the minister noted.

Chung's remarks came after

Trump reiterated his inter-

est in meeting Kim again.

South Korea: Unification
minister urges
North Korea not to miss
chance for talks with Trump

Bangkok, July 7 : Jagpreet

Kaur, First Secretary of the

Embassy of India in Bangkok,

on Tuesday highlighted India’s

efforts in combatting climate

change during her statement at

the 9th session of the Commit-

tee on Environment and Devel-

opment (CED9) of the United

Nations Economic and Social

Commission for Asia and the

Pacific (UNESCAP).

"Ms Jagpreet Kaur, First Sec-

retary of the Embassy of India

in Bangkok, delivered the

country statement during the

9th session of the Committee

on Environment and Develop-

ment of UNESCAP," the Em-

bassy of India in Bangkok

wrote on X. "In the statement,

India’s efforts in combatting

India highlights efforts in combatting
climate change at UNESCAP committee session

climate change at the na-

tional, regional, and interna-

tional levels, including

through initiatives like the In-

ternational Solar Alliance

(ISA), the Lifestyle for the

Environment (LiFE) move-

ment, the Coalition for Disas-

ter Resilient Infrastructure

(CDRI), and the Global

Biofuels Alliance (GBA)

were highlighted. The need

for adequate, timely, and pre-

dictable finance for develop-

ing countries for adaptation

was also emphasised," it

added. The Committee on En-

vironment and Development

is a subsidiary body of the

UNESCAP. It is convened

every two years to review re-

gional trends.

US Democrats challenge green card policy shift
Washington, July 7 : Con-

gressional Democrats have

urged the Trump administra-

tion to reverse what they called

a major shift in the US green

card process, arguing that a

new policy could force eligible

applicants to seek permanent

residence from abroad instead

of adjusting their status while

remaining in the United States.

In a letter to US Citizenship

and Immigration Services

(USCIS) Director Joseph

Edlow, Democratic lawmakers

led by Senator Alex Padilla,

Senator Dick Durbin, Repre-

sentative Jamie Raskin and

Representative Pramila

Jayapal objected to a May 21

USCIS policy memorandum that

describes adjustment of status as

an "extraordinary form of relief"

and introduces what they say are

new discretionary standards not

authorised by Congress.

"We write to object to your new

policy memorandum regarding

adjustment of status. Adjustment

of status is the statutory process

by which immigrants may apply

for lawful permanent residence,

often called a 'green card,' from

within the United States," the law-

makers wrote. They added: "With-

out any basis in the law and in a

departure from decades of prece-

dent, this guidance creates a policy

preference for consular process-

ing abroad over adjustment of sta-

tus in the United States, requiring

applicants to meet new, undefined

discretionary criteria to be pro-

cessed domestically. We urge you

to reverse this new policy and re-

store adjudications of adjustment

of status applications in a manner

consistent with the law,

longstanding practice, and con-

gressional intent." The lawmakers

disputed the memorandum's asser-

tion that adjustment of status "is a

matter of discretion and adminis-

trative grace not designed to su-

persede the regular consular pro-

cessing of immigrant visas."

"This is simply incorrect. There is

no statutory preference for consu-

lar processing, and legislative his-

tory shows that Congress has long

maintained a strong preference in

favour of allowing eligible non-

citizens to adjust status in the

United States," they wrote.

The letter noted that adjustment

of status was established under the

Immigration and Nationality Act

of 1952 and later expanded be-

cause many eligible applicants al-

ready lived in the United States.

It argued that Congress intended

eligible immigrants to complete

the process without leaving the

country except in limited circum-

stances specifically set out in law.

The Democrats also criticised

what they described as a new re-

quirement for applicants to dem-

onstrate that their presence in the

United States serves the "national

interest" or provides an "economic

benefit". They argued that no such

test exists in statute and that the

memorandum creates "a new sub-

stantive standard" without con-

gressional authorisation. They

also questioned the absence of

an effective date, transition pe-

riod or guidance on how pend-

ing applications would be

handled. According to the let-

ter, the policy could increase

demand for immigrant visa pro-

cessing at US consulates over-

seas and separate applicants

from spouses, children and em-

ployers for extended periods

because of existing visa ap-

pointment backlogs. It said the

change could also affect skilled

workers, entrepreneurs, re-

searchers, medical profession-

als and businesses that rely on

foreign talent. The lawmakers

concluded that, "By directing

adjudicators to treat adjustment

of status as an 'extraordinary

form of relief'.

US firms maintain

long-term bet on Bangladesh: Keshap
Washington, July 7 : American companies oper-

ating in Bangladesh continue to take a long-term

view of the country’s economic prospects, even as

it approaches national elections, Atul Keshap said

in his capacity as President of the US-Bangladesh

Business Council.

“Bangladesh is going into an election in the next

couple of months, and we wish

them well with that,” Keshap

said, stressing that the process

was “a matter for the people of

Bangladesh to decide.” Speak-

ing on behalf of American busi-

nesses.

New Delhi, July 7 : China’s Presi-

dent Xi Jinping has repeatedly

emphasised at high-level meetings

with world leaders and corporate

heads that his country is keen to

attract foreign investments, even

though recent events have brought

into question the safety and viabil-

ity of those potential investments,

according to an article in The Dip-

lomat.

It highlights that world’s top busi-

ness leaders that Jinping has ad-

dressed at meetings in recent

months include Elon Musk of

Tesla and SpaceX, Jensen Huang

of Nvidia, Tim Cook of Apple,

Larry Fink of BlackRock and

Why foreign companies
are hesitant to invest in China

Kelly Ortberg of Boeing. Jinping

is reported to have told them that

China “will only open its door

wider” and that “China-U.S. eco-

nomic and trade ties are mutu-

ally beneficial and win-win in

nature.” However, the article

also points out that China has,

over the past few years, issued

new laws and decrees that impact

the degree to which Chinese citi-

zens are obligated to act as in-

formants to the government.

Effectively, these laws require

ordinary people to act as eyes

and ears of state security, report-

ing suspicious and seditious

behaviour.

Israeli chef shares perspective
on struggles during COVID and conflicts
Jerusalem, July 7 : As Israel

works to revive international

tourism following years of

COVID-19, regional conflict

and security concerns, one of

the country's most celebrated

restaurants is quietly telling

a story of resilience.

Overlooking the blue waters

of the Mediterranean in the

ancient port city of Akko, the

iconic seafood restaurant Uri

Buri has survived a devastating

fire, a global pandemic, repeated

wars and the collapse of interna-

tional tourism, thanks largely to

loyal local patrons, a multicultural

workforce and an unwavering be-

lief in hope. Uri Jeremias, the res-

taurant owner and a very popular

chef in Israel, shared his perspec-

tive on the struggle faced with a

drop in tourism and the situation

they are facing in order to survive.

"I am Uri, born Uri Jeremias,

but known in Israel as Uri Buri.

This is the name of the restau-

rant. Buri is a grey mullet, ac-

tually. So, today we are here in

Akko, which is the central city

of this area.

South Korea: Lee of
conservative minor party rules out
candidacy merger with PPP's Kim
Seoul, July 7 :  Lee Jun-seok,

the presidential candidate of the

South Korean minor conserva-

tive New Reform Party (NRP),

on Tuesday flatly dismissed the

possibility of unifying his can-

didacy with that of the People

Power Party (PPP)'s nominee,

Kim Moon-soo. Calls have

been growing within the PPP to

merge the candidacies of Kim

and Lee ahead of the June 3

presidential election.
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President Droupadi Murmu
unveils trophies of Durand Cup tournament 2026
New Delhi, July 7 : President

Droupadi Murmu unveiled and

flagged off the Trophies of the

Durand Cup Tournament 2026 at

a function held on Tuesday at

Rashtrapati Bhavan Cultural

Centre, highlighting the role

played by the annual event in

nurturing footballers.

Speaking on the occasion, the

President congratulated all past

and present officials and players

associated with the Durand Cup

and said that this tournament has

provided a platform to numerous

talented players.

The President said that some new

teams would compete this year for

the Durand Cup, the President's

Cup, and the Shimla Trophy, in-

cluding a team from Sri Lanka.

She expressed confidence that the

inclusion of new teams would

make this historic competition

even more popular.

Murmu conveyed her best wishes

to all participating teams and play-

ers for stellar performances.

The President said that football is

one of the most popular sports in

the world. It is a unique example

of excellence, unity, and sports-

manship. She said that in the on-

going FIFA World Cup, the

world's best teams and players are

competing to enhance the prestige

of football in their respective na-

tions. These teams and players

have fans across the globe who ap-

preciate their fine performances.

Oriental Cup 2026: Holders DPS RK Puram,
Govt. Girls Sr. Sec. School start with wins
New Delhi, July 7 : Defending

champions Delhi Public School,

RK Puram, and Government

Girls Senior Secondary School,

Faridabad, began their title de-

fences with commanding victo-

ries as the fourth edition of the

Oriental Cup got underway at

Dr. Ambedkar Stadium on Tues-

day.

DPS RK Puram defeated Vasant

Valley School 5-0 in the Boys’

category, while Government

Girls Senior Secondary School

registered a 5-0 victory over

Navy Children School in the

Girls’ category.

Indian footballer Rohit

Kumar graced the opening

ceremony as the Chief Guest

and interacted with the young

footballers participating in the

tournament. Also present at

the opening ceremony were

Fareed Bakshi, Founder, Ori-

ental Cup 2026, and Arvinder

Singh, Chief Operating Of-

ficer (COO), Oriental Cup

2026.

The opening day featured

seven matches across the

Boys’ and Girls’ categories.

Tribute to Ronaldo: Portugal's
eternal captain
who brought glory to his country
Dallas, July 7 : For 23 years, one

man has carried the hopes of an

entire nation through six Euro-

pean Championships, six World

Cups, and a captaincy that has

spanned almost two decades. As

Cristiano Ronaldo's glittering

World Cup career ends after

Portugal's defeat to Spain in the

Round of 16 stage of the FIFA

World Cup 2026 on Tuesday,

Portugal and football pause to

salute a career built on relent-

less, record-breaking longevity.

Ronaldo first represented Por-

tugal as an 18-year-old against

Kazakhstan on August 20, 2003,

before announcing himself on

the big stage with his maiden in-

ternational goal against Greece

at UEFA Euro 2004.

'Cabo Verde game was just a small bump
in the road for Argentina': Sandesh Jhingan
New Delhi, July 7 : Team India defender Sandesh

Jhingan believes Argentina's defensive foundations

remain intact despite conceding twice in their

Round of 32 clash against Cabo Verde, backing

the reigning world champions to produce a much-

improved display against Egypt in the FIFA World

Cup Round of 16. Argentina survived a scare to

progress after a hard-fought win over Cabo Verde,

prompting questions over their

defence. However, Jhingan,

who is part of Zee5 FIFA World

Cup 2026 expert panel, insisted

one below-par outing should

not overshadow the consistency

Lionel Scaloni's side has shown

over the last few years.

'Sooryavanshi needs to be
ready for bowlers' plans': Pathan
New Delhi, July 7 : Former In-

dia all-rounder Irfan Pathan be-

lieves the real test for teenage

batting sensation Vaibhav

Sooryavanshi begins now, say-

ing the 15-year-old must pre-

pare for the tactical plans op-

position bowlers will use against

him following his eye-catching

start to international cricket.

Speaking ahead of the third

T20I against England, Pathan

said Sooryavanshi’s fearless ap-

proach should remain intact but

stressed that adapting to oppo-

nents’ strategies would be cru-

cial for his continued success.

“He is a special talent, no doubt,

but he needs to make sure he is

ready for the plans bowlers will

come up with against him,”

Pathan told Jio Hotstar. "Like

in the first game, if you want to

step out against the spinners in

England, it’s not a bad option

since the ball doesn’t turn that

much there, but you need to

maintain your balance and not

move too far away from the

ball,” he added.

'Overturn this': Belgium mocks
Balogun drama with savage
social media post after ousting USA
New Delhi, July 7 : After eliminating

co-host USA from the FIFA World

Cup, the victorious Belgian team

clapped back at the Folarin Balogun

red-card drama with a savage two-word

social media post.

Ahead of the round-of-16 tie against

the USA, football's global governing

body suspended the one-match ban

imposed on US striker Folarin

Balogun, which he got after receiving

a red card for a foul on Bosnia-

Herzegovina defender Tarik

Muharemovic in the round of 32 vic-

tory.  The ruling drew strong criticism

from the Belgian Football Association,

which issued statements expressing

"astonishment" at the decision. Euro-

pean football governing body UEFA

also condemned the ruling, saying it

had "crossed a red line".

Mooney regains top
spot in batter rankings
after Women's T20 WC heroics

Dubai, July 7 : Australia's

Beth Mooney has returned to

the top of the ICC Women's

T20I batter rankings after a

superb Women's T20 World

Cup 2026 campaign, where

she played a key role in her

side's record-extending sev-

enth title triumph.

Mooney, who was named

both the Player of the Match

in the final and the Player of

the Tournament, reclaimed

the No. 1 ranking with 785

rating points after finishing

the tournament with 238

runs at an average of 47.60

and a strike rate of 142.51.

The experienced left-hander

delivered in the biggest

matches, scoring an un-

beaten 61 off 36 balls in

Australia's semifinal victory

over the West Indies.


