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State reforms to triple India’s
commercial and industrial
RE capacity by 2032 : Report
India’s commercial and industrial

renewable capacity could jump

from 32 gigawatts (GW) in 2025

to as much as....

Babar Azam set for T20I
captaincy return after
regaining Test leadership : Report
Pakistan batter Babar Azam could

be set for another stint as the

country's T20I captain, with re-

ports suggesting...

Lokesh inaugurated the APEX-Korea
center under the auspices of APEDB in Busan
Amaravati, July 8 : AP Minis-

ter Nara Lokesh’s visit to South

Korea continues. Discussions are

being held with Korean compa-

nies on investments in AP.

APEX-Korea Investor Assis-

tance Center has been opened in

Busan. Lokesh inaugurated the

APEX-Korea center under the

auspices of APEDB. APEX-Ko-

rea will serve as a connecting

platform between Korean com-

panies and the AP government.

It will provide full support to Ko-

rean companies interested in in-

vesting in AP. APEX-Korea will

provide services to Korean com-

panies already in AP. APEX-Ko-

rea was established with the aim

of attracting investments and ex-

panding industries.

On this occasion, Minister Lokesh

met with industrialists in Busan.

He explained the investment op-

portunities in AP to Korean com-

panies.

The minister met with high-level

representatives of BNK Financial

Group. He invited them to set up

a BNK Financial branch in

Amaravati. He appealed to pro-

vide infrastructure finance to

Amaravati and industrial parks.

Investments were invited in the

electronics, semiconductors and

shipbuilding sectors. Korean com-

panies were called upon to choose

AP as an investment and produc-

tion hub. The minister invited

BNK to participate in RTIH to

support startups and MSMEs.

BNK representatives said that

they will examine the AP

government’s proposals and take

a decision.

AP Govt.has decided to increase
the mess charges of  hostels and Gurukuls
Amaravati, July 8: The

Andhra Pradesh government

has decided to increase the

mess charges of hostels and

Gurukuls. Andhra Pradesh

Chief Minister Nara

Chandrababu Naidu held a re-

view meeting with the minis-

ters of welfare departments at

the Secretariat on Wednesday.

In this order, the CM gave direc-

tions on several key issues. The

CM stated that a decision has been

taken to increase the charges be-

ing given by 10 percent.

The Chief Minister has given the

green signal for the sanction of Rs.

500 crore for the permanent build-

ings of MJP schools. CM

Chandrababu has ordered to pro-

vide all kinds of basic facili-

ties in hostels and Gurukuls.

Minister Savita is happy

about the increase in mess

charges: Minister Savita ex-

pressed her happiness over

the increase in mess charges.

She thanked CM

Chandrababu on this occa-

sion.

Awareness seminar on trauma
informed care for staff of
Government Hospital Sakhi in Nellore
An awareness seminar on the

Trauma-Informed Care approach

was held for the staff of the Gov-

ernment Hospital’s...

Visit to Indonesia opened new avenues for
cooperation in defence, digital innovation : PM Modi
Jakarta, July 8 : Prime Minister

Narendra Modi said on Wednesday that

his visit to Indonesia has opened new av-

enues for cooperation in defence and se-

curity, maritime collaboration, critical and

emerging technologies, artificial intelli-

gence, digital innovation and capacity

building. In a statement shared on X, PM

Modi expressed gratitude to the people of

Indonesia and Indonesian President

Prabowo Subianto for the warmth ex-

tended to him during his three-day visit.

Rs.300 crore Godrej Oil Palm

project in Telangana : CM Revanth
Hyderabad, July 8 : Telangana CM Revanth Reddy

met Godrej Industries Group President (Corporate

Affairs) Rakesh Swamy and Godrej Agrovet Oil

Palm Business CEO Sougato Niyogi at the Bodhi

Pavilion of MCRHRD on Wednesday. Rakesh

Swamy submitted a report to the Chief Minister on

the expansion of oil palm cultivation under the aus-

pices of Godrej Agrovet Company. The first pri-

vate integrated oil palm complex in Telangana will

be launched soon. In this context, the CM discussed

several key issues.  This project, which is being set

up with an investment of Rs. 300 crore in Khammam

district, will provide employment to more than 700

people. The state government has allotted 113.5

acres of land to Godrej Agrovet in Gubbagurthi vil-

lage of Konijarla mandal of Khammam district for setting up an

oil palm processing, nursery, R&D center and seed garden. The

company has requested the government to allocate an additional

35 to 40 acres of land for the seed garden. Representatives of the

company have requested the Chief Minister to widen the road

for the processing mill.

Hyderabad, July 8  : Senior BRS leader and

former minister T. Harish Rao on Friday issued a

high-stakes challenge to Telangana Chief Minis-

ter A. Revanth Reddy, demanding control of the

state's irrigation department for just three months

to prove the operational viability of the

Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Project. "If I fail to

lift water from the Kannepalli pumps and fill all

designated reservoirs to supply farmers, I will per-

manently retire from politics," Harish Rao declared

during a detailed press conference at Telangana

Kaleshwaram face-offKaleshwaram face-offKaleshwaram face-offKaleshwaram face-offKaleshwaram face-off

Harish challenges CM Revanth
to hand over irrigation dept for 3 months

Bhavan. Backing his presenta-

tion with official records and

technical data, the BRS deputy

floor leader strongly refuted

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy’s

recent criticisms of the project.

He accused the ruling Congress

government of weaponizing

misinformation to obscure its

own administrative shortcom-

ings in water management.

Hyderabad, July 8  : Deputy

Chief Minister and Energy Min-

ister Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka

has urged the Union Ministry of

Coal to allocate all remaining

coal blocks in the Godavari Val-

ley coalfields exclusively to the

state-owned Singareni

Collieries Company Limited

(SCCL). "Since SCCL is a pub-

Allocate all Godavari valley coal blocks to SCCL: Bhatti
lic sector undertaking, it alone has the legal au-

thority to undertake coal mining in these areas.

This has been communicated to the Centre through

several letters.

If Union Coal Minister Kishan Reddy truly has

concern for Singareni, he should allocate all coal

blocks located in the Godavari Valley coalfields

to Singareni," Bhatti Vikramarka said. Address-

ing a media conference at Mahatma Jyotiba Phule

Praja Bhavan on Wednesday.

"Be job Creators, not job
Seekers" : Governor's
call to Engineering graduates
Hyderabad, July 8  :

Telangana Governor Shiv

Pratap Shukla on Wednesday

urged the engineering gradu-

ates to become job creators,

innovators and entrepreneurs

instead of merely seeking em-

ployment, asserting that the

country's progress depends on

the creativity and leadership

of its youth. Delivering the

convocation address at the

sixth Graduation Day cer-

emony.
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Awareness seminar on trauma informed
care for staff of Government Hospital Sakhi in Nellore
Nellore, July 8 : An awareness

seminar on the Trauma-Informed

Care approach was held for the staff

of the Government Hospital’s Sakhi

(One Stop Centre) in Nellore city.

The programme was organized

jointly with the National Commis-

sion for Women (NCW).

The seminar was inaugurated by

State Women’s Commission Chair-

person Dr. Rayapati Shailaja. Speak-

ing on the occasion, she said that the

training focuses on

providing effective

support and services to

women who have ex-

perienced violence,

sexual harassment, do-

mestic abuse, acci-

dents, or other trau-

matic incidents that

significantly impact

their mental health and

well-being.

Human Chain Protest Held
at Nellore RTC Against Privatization of RTC 2nd Depot
Nellore, July 8 :   Leaders of workers’

unions and public organizations partici-

pated in a human chain protest at the

Nellore RTC Bus Stand on Tuesday,

opposing the proposed privatization of

the RTC 2nd Depot.  The protest was

organized by workers’ and public orga-

nizations against the government’s re-

ported plan to privatize the RTC 2nd

Depot. Addressing the gathering, State

Vice President of the Tenant Farmers’

Association, Srinivasa Rao, alleged that

the Telugu Desam Party (TDP)-led coa-

lition government is planning to shut

down the RTC 2nd Depot, located in the

heart of Nellore city, and hand over its

nearly five-acre land, valued at around

¹ 300 crore, to a company named Pin-

nacle under the pretext of operating

electric buses. He stated that around 500

employees currently working at the de-

pot are being transferred to various other

depots, while RTC buses serv-

ing surrounding villages on a

daily basis are also being

shifted elsewhere. As a result,

he said, the number of buses

available to the public would

decrease, affecting free bus

travel for women and persons

with disabilities, as well as fare

concessions for students and

senior citizens. Srinivasa Rao

demanded that the depot remain

under government ownership

and operation, stating that it is

unjust to hand over an RTC fa-

cility built through the hard

work of employees over many

years to a private company. He

asserted that RTC has the ca-

pability to operate electric

buses on its own and urged the

government.
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District Disaster Response Force (DRF) Team
Geared Up for Monsoon Season : District SP Mahesh B. Githe
Rajanna Sircilla, July 8:

District SP Mahesh B. Githe

stated that a 12-member Dis-

trict Disaster Response

Force (DRF) team, led by an

RI (Reserve Inspector), is

fully prepared to undertake

immediate relief operations

during floods, fires, road ac-

cidents, and natural calami-

ties throughout the monsoon

season.

On Wednesday, the SP par-

ticipated in a training pro-

gram held at the Nampally

village tank in Vemulawada

town, focusing on relief op-

erations required during

heavy rains, floods, and

natural disasters. During the

event, he traveled in a res-

cue boat alongside DRF

members and inspected the execu-

tion of relief operations. Subse-

quently, he issued instructions to

DRF officers and personnel, direct-

ing them to remain constantly pre-

pared to respond swiftly to emer-

gencies and save lives. Speaking on

the occasion, the SP advised the

district’s residents to remain vigi-

lant during the monsoon season. He

assured that in the event of heavy

rains, floods, fires, or other natural

disasters, the District Disaster Re-

sponse Force team, along with the

district police, would be ready to

immediately carry out relief opera-

tions. It was stated that the District

DRF team is equipped with mod-

ern gear, including rescue boats,

motors, medical stretchers, life jack-

ets, life buoys, and wood-cutting

machines.

Hyderabad, July 8  : Now the on-going SIR (Spe-

cial Intensive Revision of Electoral rolls) has be-

come a means for the scammers to loot the people.

Beware: Scam in name of SIRUber Bike driver held for Rs.10-l house
theft; gold jewellery, scooter recovered
Hyderabad, July 8 : The Mehdipatnam Po-

lice arrested the accused Biyya Shashidhar

(28), an Uber Bike driver, for allegedly steal-

ing gold ornaments worth nearly Rs.10 lakh

from a house at Masab Tank and recovered

stolen property, including gold jewellery, a

two-wheeler and cash.

The accused, living in New Bowenpally, was

arrested in connection with a house theft case.

Police recovered 157.8 grams of gold orna-

ments, a Honda Activa scooter and Rs.12,000

in cash, together valued at

around Rs.10 lakh.

According to police, the com-

plainant, Rajitha Srinivas

Godari, reported on June 30 that

gold ornaments had been stolen

from her residence at Siri Priya

Residency, Masab Tank.
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New York, July 8 : Tibetan

activist Lobga Rangzen died

after self-immolating outside

the United Nations headquar-

ters in New York.

The tragic incident unfolded

on Wednesday evening-- a

day after Beijing’s new leg-

islation, the "Promoting Eth-

nic Unity and Progress Law",

came into force.

This legislation has drawn

widespread criticism from the

global community, with UN

experts warning that it risks

“entrenching forced assimila-

tion and encouraging

transnational repression."

Moments before the incident,

Rangzen livestreamed a mes-

sage on his social media plat-

form calling for Tibetan in-

dependence and unity. He

later succumbed to his burn

injuries at Bellevue Hospital

in New York.

I
n a significant step towards strengthening bilat

eral economic ties, India and Mali

institutionalised their growing commercial part-

nership through the inaugural India-Mali Forum for

the Promotion of Exports, setting the stage for deeper

trade and investment cooperation between the two

countries, according to a statement issued by the

Commerce and Industry Ministry on Friday. The two-

day forum, held in Bamako under the theme "Rein-

forcing Trade and Strategic Partnerships", was pre-

sided over by the Prime Minister of the Transition

Government of Mali, Major General Abdoulaye

Maiga.

As a concrete next step, Mali announced a dedicated

investment forum to be held on 3–4 December 2026,

at which additional bankable projects will be made

available to international investors. Mali reaffirmed

its commitment to positioning itself as a strategic in-

vestment hub for West Africa under its Vision Mali

2063 roadmap.

The Forum brought together senior officials from both

governments and around 30 Indian business leaders.

The Indian delegation was led by Joint Secretary (FT-

Africa), Department of Commerce, Amit Kumar. The

mission was represented by N. Nandakumar, Ambas-

sador of India to Mali. India and Mali have witnessed

robust growth in bilateral trade, which surpassed

US$326.61 million in FY 2025–26, registering a 55

per cent increase over the previous financial year.

Mali's principal exports to India include raw cotton,

finished leather, cashew, lead, gum arabic and sesame,

while India's major exports comprise pharmaceuti-

cals, cotton fabrics, two- and three-wheelers, and bi-

cycles. India's Duty-Free Tariff Preference (DFTP)

Scheme has been the primary catalyst in strengthen-

ing bilateral trade.

 Against Mali's global exports of approximately $4

billion, untapped export potential in the Indian mar-

ket is estimated at nearly $3.96 billion, signalling

substantial room for growth. Following the inaugu-

ral session and a visit to the Indian and Malian exhi-

bition stands, featuring Sonalika tractors and vehicles

manufactured by Mahindra and Tata Motors, the del-

egations participated in an intensive series of Busi-

ness-to-Business (B2B), Business-to-Government

(B2G) and Government-to-Government (G2G)

matchmaking meetings.  The discussions covered re-

newable energy, pharmaceuticals, textiles, automo-

tive manufacturing and mining, to convert business

opportunities into commercial partnerships and

Memorandums of Understanding. On the second day,

the Indian delegation met the Minister of Industry

and Trade of Mali, Moussa Alassane Diallo. APEX-

Mali also presented "Ready-Made Business Plans"

for immediate investment opportunities.  The delega-

tion later called on the Prime Minister of the Transi-

tion Government of Mali. Both sides identified cot-

ton and textiles, mining and energy, agro-industry and

shea processing, pharmaceuticals, and social infra-

structure, including health and education, as priority

sectors for expanding bilateral cooperation.

India, Mali strengthen

trade and investment ties

Andhra provides Rs 1 lakh
assistance each to 333 Hajj pilgrims
Amaravati, July 8 : The Andhra

Pradesh government provided

financial assistance of Rs 1 lakh

each to 333 Hajj pilgrims who

departed from the Vijayawada

embarkation point. State Hajj

Committee Chairman Haji Shaik

Hasan Basha on Wednesday ex-

pressed happiness that all Hajj

pilgrims from Andhra Pradesh

had returned home safely. He

told a press conference that ap-

proximately 2,000 pilgrims from

Andhra Pradesh travelled to the

holy city of Mecca via embarka-

tion points in Vijayawada,

Bengaluru, and Hyderabad. They

completed their religious rituals

and returned home safely.

Basha stated that Chief Minister

Nara Chandrababu Naidu ful-

filled his election promise by

providing financial assistance of

Rs 1 lakh to every eligible pil-

grim who travelled via the

Vijayawada embarkation point.

Following the Chief Minister's

directives and under the super-

vision of Minority Welfare Min-

ister N.M.D. Farooq, Rs 1 lakh

each has been deposited via the

Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT)

method into the personal bank

accounts of 333 eligible Hajj pil-

grims who departed from

Vijayawada. The pilgrims per-

sonally confirmed receipt of this

financial assistance via phone

and expressed their heartfelt

gratitude to the Chief Minister

and the state government.

They also mentioned offering

special prayers in the holy land

of Mecca for the welfare of the

state's people and the

government's development ini-

tiatives, he said. The TDP-led

coalition government last year

announced that every pilgrim

departing from the Vijayawada

embarkation point would be as-

sisted with Rs 1 lakh.

Tibetan activist dies after
self-immolating outside UN headquarters in New York

Tencho Gyatso, President of the

International Campaign for Tibet

(ICT), expressed grief over the in-

cident, urging the global commu-

nity to address the worsening hu-

man rights situation in Tibet and

hold the Chinese government ac-

countable for its “policies of re-

pression and forced assimilation."

"We are deeply saddened by the

passing of Lobga, also known as

Lobga Rangzen, following his

self-immolation at the UN head-

quarters in New York on Thurs-

day evening. Lobga was a tireless

advocate for Tibet who devoted

himself to peacefully raising

awareness of the human rights cri-

sis in Tibet, and he will be remem-

bered for his unwavering commit-

ment to justice and the Tibetan

cause. Lobga’s passing is one day

after the implementation of

China’s new so-called Promoting

Ethnic Unity and Progress Law,"

Gyatso stated.

“In his final statement, which

he posted on his Facebook

account, Lobga warned that

China’s policies threaten the

very survival of Tibetan iden-

tity, language, and culture and

called on all Tibetans to be

united in their fight for the

cause of the Tibetan struggle.

While we mourn this tragic

loss, it is imperative that the

international community

heed the message behind his

profound despair by address-

ing the worsening human

rights situation in Tibet and

holding the Chinese govern-

ment accountable for its poli-

cies of repression and forced

assimilation,” she added.

On Wednesday, the Tibetan

communities held demonstra-

tions across the globe, includ-

ing in the US and Belgium.

BRO constructs vital bridge
in remote Arunachal to
boost strategic links in forward areas
Itanagar, July 8 : The Border Roads Organisation

(BRO) has completed the construction of a 180-

foot Bailey Bridge in the remote Kurung Kumey

district of Arunachal Pradesh, significantly en-

hancing strategic connectivity to forward border

areas of the Northeastern state.

Defence spokesman Lt Col Mahendra Rawat said

on Wednesday that the bridge was constructed

under Project Arunank, a key BRO initiative

aimed at strengthening strategic infrastructure in

Arunachal Pradesh. He said the 180-foot Bailey

Bridge was launched by personnel of the 85 Road

Construction Company (RCC) and the 756 Bor-

der Roads Task Force under extremely challeng-

ing conditions, including relentless rainfall, flash-

flood threats and treacherous mountainous

terrain. Officials said BRO personnel worked

round the clock to overcome severe logistical

and environmental challenges during the ex-

ecution of the project, ensuring its timely

completion despite adverse weather and dif-

ficult terrain. Lt Col Rawat said the newly

completed Triple-Double Reinforced (TDR)

Bailey Bridge would significantly enhance the

movement of security forces, military equip-

ment and essential supplies in the strategically

important sector.

Honolulu, July 8 : Indian

Navy’s P-8I aircraft has ar-

rived in Honolulu, Hawaii, to

participate in the Rim of the

Pacific Exercise RIMPAC

2026.

“Indian Navy's P-8I Long

Range Maritime Reconnais-

sance and Anti-Submarine

Warfare aircraft has arrived in

Honolulu, Hawaii, to partici-

pate in the Rim of the Pacific

Exercise - RIMPAC 2026,”

the spokesperson of the In-

dian Navy wrote on X.

The 30th edition of RIMPAC,

one of the world's largest mul-

tinational maritime exercises,

is being conducted from July

1 to July 31.

Indian Navy's reconnaissance aircraft arrives in Hawaii for key maritime exercise
“The deployment reaffirms Indian

Navy's commitment to a free,

open, inclusive and rules-based

Indo-Pacific while enhancing

interoperability, maritime domain

awareness and operational coop-

eration with partner navies,” noted

the Indian Navy.

Thirty nations, over 30 surface

ships, five submarines, 15 na-

tional land forces, more than

206 aircraft and 30,000 person-

nel will train and operate in and

around the Hawaiian Islands

during the exercise, which runs

through July 31.
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New Delhi, July 8 : The Con-

gress and the Shiv Sena-UBT on

Wednesday said that the

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh

(RSS) was "late" in seeking jus-

tice against the alleged misap-

propriation of donations and of-

ferings at the Ram Temple, ques-

tioning its efforts "while thefts

were taking place at the temple?"

The reactions come after the

RSS general secretary

Dattatreya Hosabale cautioned

the Hindu community to exer-

cise restraint and not get misled

by anti-national forces using the

Ram Temple donation theft to

defame the religion and society.

Congress, Shiv Sena-UBT
question RSS' 'late stance' over
Ram Temple embezzlement row

Assam: 10 lakh
students to plant one crore saplings
Guwahati, July 8 : Assam

Chief Minister Himanta

Biswa Sarma on Wednesday

announced a statewide mega

plantation campaign under the

'Brikhya Bandhu' initiative,

under which 10 lakh students

will plant and nurture one

crore saplings to commemo-

rate India's 80th Independence

Day.

Sharing details of the

programme on social media,

the Chief Minister said the

unique initiative aims to en-

courage environmental stew-

ardship among students while

significantly enhancing the

state's green cover.

"While some chase green

flags, Assam's students are

expanding green forests,"

Sarma said. According to the

Chief Minister, the plantation

drive will be held from August

10 to 14, during which stu-

dents across the state will

plant saplings and take re-

sponsibility for nurturing

them over the coming months.

"To mark India's 80th Inde-

pendence Day, Assam is tak-

ing up a unique celebration

where 10 lakh students will

plant one crore saplings and

nurture them under the

'Brikhya Bandhu' initiative,"

he said.

The campaign is expected to

involve schools across Assam,

making it one of the largest stu-

dent-led afforestation

programmes undertaken by the

state government. In addition to

increasing forest cover, the ini-

tiative seeks to instil environ-

mental awareness and a sense of

responsibility among young

people. Officials said students

will not only plant saplings but

will also monitor their growth,

ensuring higher survival rates

and encouraging long-term

community participation in con-

servation efforts.

The state government has been

placing increasing emphasis on

climate resilience, biodiversity

conservation and sustainable

development through large-

scale plantation drives and com-

munity participation

programmes.

The 'Brikhya Bandhu' initiative

is expected to complement

Assam's ongoing efforts to ex-

pand green cover, restore de-

graded landscapes and

strengthen ecological balance

while engaging educational in-

stitutions in environmental pro-

tection.
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Wildfire rages in Spain, scorching 2,300 hectares of land
Madrid, July 8 : A large wild-

fire broke out Wednesday

evening in Spain's northeast-

ern region of Catalonia, re-

maining out of control with ap-

proximately 2,300 hectares of

land burned.  Nearly 10,000 resi-

dents in multiple municipalities

in Girona province have been evacuated or ordered to

shelter in place due to the blaze, and several roads have

been temporarily closed. All residents have been re-

ported safe, reports Xinhua news agency.

Trump admin reviewing voter rolls across states : Official
Washington, July 8 : The

Trump administration has

started reviewing voter rolls

across several states, a senior

official said, warning that some

jurisdictions are “resisting”

compliance with federal elec-

tion laws.  Assistant Attorney Gen-

eral Harmeet Dhillon, on Wednes-

day (local time), stated that the US

Department of Justice (DOJ) is

utilising existing legal authority

to examine voter registration

systems and ensure that states

meet federal requirements. “We

already have tools on the books

that we are using here at the DOJ,

some for the first time regarding our

attorney general’s right under the

1960 Civil Rights Act to access and

review these voter rolls.”

Indian Ambassador Vinay Kwatra backs ‘AI for all’ visionIndian Ambassador Vinay Kwatra backs ‘AI for all’ visionIndian Ambassador Vinay Kwatra backs ‘AI for all’ visionIndian Ambassador Vinay Kwatra backs ‘AI for all’ visionIndian Ambassador Vinay Kwatra backs ‘AI for all’ vision
Washington, July 8 : India is

pushing for the

“democratisation of AI” while

expanding technology coopera-

tion with the United States, Am-

bassador Vinay Kwatra said at the

US-India AI and Emerging

Technology Forum.  Speak-

ing at an event here,

Kwatra said the recent AI

summit in India.

UN agencies warn South Sudan funding
shortfall pushes millions toward acute hunger

Juba, July 8 : South Sudan is rapidly

approaching a critical tipping point as

humanitarian demands outpace the cur-

rent international response, two United

Nations (UN) agencies warned on

Wednesday. The World Food Program

and the Food and Agriculture

Organisation jointly noted that a dev-

astating mix of escalating local con-

flict, climate shocks, and a severely

underfunded aid budget has pushed the

nation into its gravest hunger crisis

since independence, Xinhua news

agency reported. Due to acutely lim-

ited resources, agencies have been

forced to ration aid, concentrating al-

most exclusively on populations al-

ready facing "Catastrophe" levels of

hunger -- classified as Integrated Food

Security Phase Classification (IPC)

Phase 5. The agencies warned that this

hyper-focused strategy leaves millions

of others in highly vulnerable, unstable

conditions without adequate support.

The IPC April-July projection shows

7.8 million people, or 55 per cent of

the population, in IPC Phase 3 (Crisis)

or worse, an increase of around

280,000 people compared to the Sep-

tember 2025 lean season projection.

South Korean President
pledges to enhance support
for patients with rare diseases
Seoul, July 8 : South Korean President

Lee Jae Myung met on Wednesday with

patients suffering from rare diseases and

their families and promised to enhance

government support so they can receive

the necessary medical treatment without

excessive financial burden. Lee visited

the Heavy Ion Therapy Research Insti-

tute at Yonsei Cancer Center in western

Seoul, which offers cutting-edge cancer

treatment, on Christmas Eve as part of

his outreach to the socially vulnerable

group, Yonhap News Agency reported.

"Ensuring treatment for patients suf-

fering rare diseases is not something

individuals can easily bear on their

own," he said.



Dehradun, July 8 :

Uttarakhand Minister Bharat

Singh Chaudhary said on

Wednesday that the popularity

of Kedarnath Dham has in-

creased significantly across the

country and abroad after Prime

Minister Narendra Modi's

spiritual retreat there, resulting

in a continuous rise in the num-

ber of pilgrims visiting the

shrine every year.  Speaking to

IANS, Chaudhary, also the

Rural Development, Small and

Micro-Medium Enterprises,

Khadi and Village Industries,

and Language Minister, said

that more than seven lakh

devotees have already visited

Kedarnath this year, reflecting

the growing faith and enthusi-

asm among pilgrims. "Since

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

performed 'tapasya' (medita-

tion) in Kedarnath, the craze

for Kedarnath has increased

tremendously in the country

and across the world. The num-

ber of pilgrims is continuously

Kedarnath pilgrim footfall rising every year

after PM Modi performed meditation : U'khand minister
increasing every year, and a

positive growth is being wit-

nessed regularly. Even this time,

more than seven lakh pilgrims

have visited Kedarnath," he

said. Highlighting the state

government's preparations and

arrangements for pilgrims, the

Minister added that continuous

improvements are being made in

facilities at the shrine.

"There has been constant im-

provement in the arrangements

there. Hospitals have been con-

tinuously networked and health

assistance centres have also

been established at short dis-

tances for the convenience of

pilgrims," he said.

The Minister also told that he

chaired a review meeting at his

residence with officials of all de-

partments functioning under his

authority, where progress re-

ports of various schemes and

projects were presented.

"Today, I organised a meeting of

all the departments under my au-

thority at my residence. All of-

ficials participated and pre-

sented the progress report of

their departments. Almost all de-

partments are performing very

well. If Khadi Gramodyog is

kept aside as an exception, the

progress reports of all other de-

partments have been highly im-

pressive," he said. However,

Chaudhary stressed that there is

always room for improvement

and directed officials to further

strengthen implementation so

that Uttarakhand continues to re-

main ahead in the country in

schemes related to the Rural De-

velopment Department.

The Minister also launched a

sharp attack on the Congress,

claiming that it is steadily los-

ing relevance in public life and

politics. "Congress is on the path

of collapse. As a political party,

Congress is continuously strug-

gling on issues related to popu-

larity and public interest. The

party is becoming increasingly

irrelevant on issues of public im-

portance," he said.

ED files chargesheet in
Rs 4.64 crore cooperative society scam in Indore

Kohima, July 8 : Stressing the

pivotal role of women in

Nagaland's rural economy,

Chief Secretary Sentiyanger

Imchen on Wednesday said the

state's next phase of agricul-

tural and rural growth must be

driven by innovation, technol-

ogy and climate-smart solu-

tions to ensure sustainable and

inclusive development.

Inaugurating a one-day

programme on “Women-Led

Rural Enterprises for a Cli-

mate-Smart Nagaland”, the se-

nior IAS officer stressed the

need to equip women entrepre-

neurs with modern technology,

clean energy solutions, finan-

cial inclusion and better mar-

ket access to build resilient and

sustainable rural enterprises.

Imchen said that women have

long been the backbone and

key stakeholders of

Nagaland’s rural economy and

that the next phase of devel-

Women remain the backbone
of Nagaland's rural economy: Chief Secretary

opment must be driven by

innovation, technology and

climate-smart solutions.

The event was organised by

an organisation in collabora-

tion with the Nagaland State

Rural Livelihoods Mission

(NSRLM) to promote cli-

mate-smart and energy-effi-

cient technologies among

Self-Help Group (SHG)

members and rural entrepre-

neurs across the state.

Highlighting the achieve-

ments of the NSRLM, the

Chief Secretary noted that

over 1.17 lakh rural house-

holds have been mobilised

into 15,445 SHGs across

1,231 villages in all 17 dis-

tricts.

While acknowledging the

success of the SHG move-

ment, he said many women

entrepreneurs still face chal-

lenges in accessing technol-

ogy, finance and markets.

New Delhi, July 8 : The Jal

Shakti Ministry is inviting ap-

plications till August 28 for the

7th National Water Awards on

the Rashtriya Puraskar portal to

honour States, Districts, Urban

Local Bodies, Dam Owning

Agencies and Industries which

excel in water conservation and

management, an official said on

Wednesday. An official state-

ment said that all applications

received for the 7th National

Water Awards would be scruti-

nised/shortlisted by a Screen-

ing Committee, and shortlisted

applications would be placed

before the Jury Committee con-

stituted by the Department of

Water Resources, River Devel-

opment and Ganga Rejuvena-

tion, Ministry of Jal Shakti.

The recommendations of the

Committee would be submitted

to the Minister (Jal Shakti) for

approval, said the statement.

Each winner would be provided

a trophy with a citation, it said.

In the category for states, there

will be three winners in each

of three sub-categories.

Online application
window for 7th National
Water Awards open till Aug 28

Bengaluru, July 8 : The lapses in the monthly pay-

ment of Rs 2,000 to more than 1 crore poor women,

under the Gruha Lakhsmi scheme, have left them dis-

appointed and upset.   Many of them are speaking out

about financial difficulties arising out of it and urging

the state government to restart the monetary assistance,

as stipulated under the scheme.

The alleged lapses in the transfer of monetary assis-

tance came into the spotlight during the recent Assem-

bly session, when BJP MLA Mahesh Teninakai flagged

the issue of pending instalments to women beneficia-

ries.  Karnataka Women and Child Development Min-

K’taka: Gruha Lakshmi
beneficiaries disappointed over delay in payouts

ister Laxmi Hebbalkar assured of clear-

ing the pending instalments and cited

procedural hurdles as the reason behind

the lapse.

Notably, under the Gruha Lakshmi

scheme, launched in August 2023,

about 1.2 crore women of poor house-

holds across Karnataka are entitled to

monthly income assistance of Rs 2,000.

Kochi, July 8 : The Kerala gov-

ernment said on Wednesday that

the formation of a Special Task

Force, led by the State Police

Chief Ravada A. Chandrasekhar,

to intensify the fight against drug

trafficking as part of the next

phase of 'Operation Toofan', the

state's flagship anti-narcotics

campaign.

Inaugurating 'Toofan Jagaran' at

Perumbavoor, State Home Min-

ister Ramesh Chennithala said

the new task force would coor-

dinate anti-drug operations

across Kerala and lead efforts to

dismantle inter-state narcotics

networks through intelligence

sharing and joint operations with

neighbouring states.

Kerala to set up special
anti-drug task force as 'Operation Toofan' intensifies

He added that a meeting of the

Directors General of Police of

Karnataka, Tamil Nadu,

Puducherry and Telangana has

been convened on July 10 to

strengthen coordinated action

against drug syndicates operating

across state borders.

Additional police personnel will

also be deployed in Perumbavoor

to bolster enforcement.

Describing Perumbavoor as the

Plywood Capital of Asia, the Min-

ister said drug mafias had at-

tempted to exploit the town's thriv-

ing migrant workforce and indus-

trial profile as a cover for narcot-

ics trafficking. "Operation Toofan

is a mission to restore

Perumbavoor's true identity.

Imphal, July 8 : Amid the ongoing agita-

tion by a Meitei apex body, tension flaring

up in Imphal while Manipur Governor Ajay

Kumar Bhalla on Wednesday had to take a

helicopter ride from the airport to Kangla

Fort adjacent to Raj Bhavan.  An official

said that the Governor arrived in Imphal on

Monday afternoon from Delhi and in view

of the protests, he flew in an Army helicop-

ter to reach Kangla Fort, located around 300

metres from the Raj Bhavan.

 After a 48-hour shutdown in six Imphal

valley region on May 21-23, the Coordi-

nating Committee on Manipur Integrity

(COCOMI), the Meitei community apex

body, has started their second phase of agi-

tation from Sunday in protest against the

removal of the state’s name from a govern-

ment bus.

Protest rally in Imphal: Manipur

Guv takes chopper

ride from airport to Raj Bhavan

UP minister Narendra Kashyap
participates in Census
2027 self-enumeration campaign
Lucknow, July 8 : The Uttar Pradesh

government has intensified preparations

for Census 2027 with a strong focus on

transparency, technology-driven data col-

lection, and public participation, an of-

ficial press statement said on Wednes-

day.  As part of the initiative, Narendra

Kashyap, Minister of State (Independent

Charge) for Backward Class Welfare and

Divyangjan Empowerment, on Friday

completed his self-enumeration process

at his official residence.

The development marked his participa-

tion in the state's newly launched digital

census campaign.

The move comes a day after Chief Min-

ister Yogi Adityanath formally inaugu-

rated the first phase of Census 2027 in

the state on Thursday.

Under the self-enumeration initiative,

citizens will be able to submit personal

and family details online through the

census portal, allowing residents to par-

ticipate directly in the nationwide exer-

cise. The Uttar Pradesh government has

appealed to people across the state to ac-

tively participate and support the suc-

cessful implementation of the process.

According to officials, the new digital

mechanism is aimed at accelerating data

collection while ensuring greater

accuracy and minimising errors. The

state government has also assured

citizens that all standards related to

data security and confidentiality will

be strictly followed during the self-

enumeration phase.

The self-enumeration process will

continue for 15 days, after which

formal house-listing operations will

begin from May 22, officials said.

To ensure maximum participation,

the state government has planned to

launch an extensive awareness cam-

paign from the state level down to

districts and villages.

Instructions have also been issued

for the establishment of help desks

and assistance centres to support citi-

zens during the process.

Speaking on the occasion, Minister

Narendra Kashyap directed officials

and employees to ensure effective

implementation of the programme in

accordance with the instructions of

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath.

He also urged them to encourage

greater public participation in the

campaign.
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Indore, July 8 : The Enforce-

ment Directorate (ED), Indore

Sub Zonal Office, has filed a

chargesheet before the Special

Court (PMLA), Indore, against

Shrikant Ghante, Subhash

Chandra Dubey, Rakesh Jain,

Antim Joshi, and Anand Shah.

It was registered on Wednesday

under the provisions of the Pre-

vention of Money Laundering

Act (PMLA), 2002, for their al-

leged involvement in causing

wrongful loss amounting to Rs

4.64 crore to Nav Bharat Grah

Nirman Cooperative Society,

Indore.

The Special Court has issued no-

tices for a pre-cognisance hearing

on the same day. The ED initiated

its probe based on an FIR regis-

tered by Police Station MG Road,

Indore, against Ghante and other

office bearers of Nav Bharat Grih

Nirman Cooperative Society Ltd.

The FIR invoked various sections

of the Indian Penal Code, 1860,

which are scheduled offences

under the PMLA, for financial

irregularities and fraudulent

activities within the society.

Investigations revealed a well-

orchestrated scam involving

the Chairman, Vice-President,

and members of the Board of

Directors.



New Delhi, July 8 : Business

loans to individual entrepre-

neurs grew faster than those

to commercial entities over

three years even as outstand-

ing commercial credit rose to

Rs 65.8 lakh crore, up 14 per

cent YoY, a report said on Fri-

day.  The report from

TransUnion CIBIL and

SIDBI said loans to individu-

als accounted for 28 per cent

of outstanding commercial

balances while loans to enti-

ties made up 72 per cent.

Individual borrower balances

grew 1.8 times during the

Business loans to entrepreneurs
outpace those to commercial entities: Report

three-year period between March

2023 and March 2026, compared

with 1.5 times growth in entity

borrower balances during the

same period. "India’s commercial

credit market is seeing a shift in

borrower composition, with indi-

vidual borrowers with business-

oriented loans now forming a

meaningful share of overall com-

mercial credit balances," the re-

port said.

As of March 2026, 2.8 crore indi-

vidual borrowers had active busi-

ness-oriented loans, with 43 per

cent classified as early-stage com-

mercial entities with less than 24

months of credit history. Al-

most half (48 per cent) of the

share of the total Non-Banking

Financial Companies’

(NBFCs) Commercial Bal-

ances pertained to individual

borrowers. All other lender

categories have a much lower

share, with private banks the

second largest at 24 per cent

of the commercial balance

share among individual bor-

rowers.

The individual borrower seg-

ment has been increasingly vis-

ible across key commercial

credit products.

New Delhi, July 8 : India’s or-

namental fisheries exports are

estimated at around Rs 41

crore, reflecting the sector’s

growing contribution to the

economy, an official statement

said on Wednesday.

India hosts about 700 indig-

enous freshwater and over 300

marine species available do-

mestically, reflecting vast re-

source potential.

Under the Pradhan Mantri

Matsya Sampada Yojana

(PMMSY), ornamental fisher-

ies are emerging as a high-po-

tential sector in India, sup-

ported by rich biodiversity and

growing domestic and global

demand, according to the Min-

India’s ornamental fisheries exports reach Rs 41 crore
istry of Fisheries, Animal Hus-

bandry and Dairying.

A total of 1,986 Backyard Orna-

mental Fish Rearing Units, 6,018

fish kiosks and aquariums, and

117 retail markets including dedi-

cated ornamental fish and

aquarium markets have been sup-

ported under the PMMSY.

Additionally, five Freshwater Or-

namental Fish Brood Banks and

199 Integrated Ornamental Fish

Units have been established, sig-

nificantly strengthening the orna-

mental fisheries value chain and

enhancing production, marketing

and livelihood opportunities

across the country.

Notably, the Department of fish-

eries has notified 34 fisheries pro-

duction and processing clus-

ters across key areas across

India, including Ornamental

fisheries Cluster in Madurai,

Tamil Nadu. Dr. Abhilaksh

Likhi, Secretary, Department

of Fisheries, visited Orna-

mental Fisheries Brood Bank

at Mangrul Village in Raigad,

Maharashtra, established by

Yashodhara Sanjay

Khandagale under PMMSY.

The Secretary also interacted

with beneficiaries of

PMMSY to understand the

gaps and challenges faced on

ground. The Brood Bank vis-

ited by the union secretary is

first initiative of its kind in

India.

New Delhi, July 8 : Early signs of recovery in loan

disbursements across most retail and vehicle seg-

ments point to a healthier growth in credit cycle in

India in FY27, a report said on Wednesday.

The report from JM Financial Institutional Securi-

ties said that disbursement momentum across sub-

Early loan disbursement recovery
points to healthier credit growth in India in FY27

segments rose

6 per cent and

35 per cent

year-on-year in

H1 FY26 and

Q2 FY26.

SEBI revamps rules for unpaid
shares; securities remain in investors' demat accounts
New Delhi, July 8 : The Se-

curities and Exchange Board

of India on Wednesday said

that shares allotted to inves-

tors but not fully paid for must

remain in clients’ demat ac-

counts, while brokers have a

formal pledge over them until

outstanding dues are cleared.

Under the revised framework,

unpaid securities will be cred-

ited first to the investor’s

demat account and then auto-

matically pledged in favour of

the broker through a dedicated

“Client Unpaid Securities Pledgee Ac-

count” (CUSPA), the regulator said.

The move aims to enhance investor pro-

tection and align regulations with the cur-

rent market structure, where securities are

directly credited to investors' demat ac-

counts. Brokers must notify clients by

email or SMS about pending payment ob-

ligations and the possibility that the secu-

rities may be sold if dues are not settled,

the regulator said.

All trading members must maintain a

policy for handling unpaid securities and

communicate the same to all clients prior

to implementation, it added.

New Delhi, July 8 : Home services

provider Urban Company on

Wednesday reported a consolidated

loss of Rs 161 crore in the Q4 FY26

as its rapid expansion of InstaHelp,

the 10-minute services arm, drove

heavier losses from supply

onboarding, and marketing for new

trials.  The company lost about Rs

447 on every InstaHelp order it ser-

viced during the quarter, about 17

per cent more than the Rs 381 loss

per order it saw in the prior quarter,

Founder and CEO Abhiraj Singh

Bhal said in his annual shareholder

letter. The losses swelled 57 times

in the quarter under review despite

a 43 per cent jump in its Q4FY26

revenue from operations, which

stood at Rs 426 crore compared to

Rs 298 crore in the corresponding

period of the last financial year.

The Net Transaction Value (NTV)

excluding KSA (Saudi Arabia) was

up 33 per cent year-on-year and net

revenue (Ex-KSA) grew 41 per cent,

the company said. In the fourth quar-

ter alone, consolidated NTV grew

42 per cent year-on-year, and ad-

justed EBITDA (excluding

InstaHelp) grew nearly ninefold

from Rs 12 crore to Rs 106 crore.

InstaHelp reported an adjusted

EBITDA loss of Rs 119 crore in

Q4FY26. The consolidated loss of

Rs 161 crore is a sharp surge from

Rs 2.8 crore loss a year earlier.

Urban Company's Q4 loss
skyrockets 57 times to Rs 161 crore

New Delhi, July 8 : India’s commer-

cial and industrial renewable capacity

could jump from 32 gigawatts (GW)

in 2025 to as much as 100 gigawatts

by 2032, and energy storage system in-

stallations in the segment will leap

more than tenfold to about 31 gigawatt-

hours, a report said on Wednesday.

The report from India Energy Storage

Alliance and Customised Energy So-

lutions attributes the explosive growth

to corporate decarbonisation goals,

soaring grid tariffs and a rising need

for energy resilience, with state-level

regulatory innovation accelerating

adoption.

The report will be released at India

Energy Storage Week (IESW) 2026

held from July 8-10 at Yashobhoomi

(IICC), New Delhi, and will draw over

200 exhibitors and over 10,000 indus-

try leaders, offering the definitive plat-

form for policy discussion, technical

exchange, and showcasing innovation

across the clean energy value chain.

Senior officials from key ministries,

including Heavy Industries, Mines,

Power, Electronics, and Environment,

State reforms to triple India’s
commercial and industrial RE capacity by 2032: Report

will join forces with state rep-

resentatives.

 and regulatory bodies in open

dialogue at IESW 2026.

The event will feature candid

discussions on policy bottle-

necks, state-level reforms, and

industry needs, aiming to de-

liver actionable solutions for

accelerating India’s clean en-

ergy transition, the release

said. “Our new research shows

India’s C&amp;I energy stor-

age market is not just growing;

it’s accelerating toward a new

era. With forward-thinking

state policies and rising corpo-

rate demand, storage is becom-

ing a strategic tool for resil-

ience and decarbonization, not

just backup. The momentum

we’re seeing now will define

the sector for the next decade,”

said Debmalya Sen, President

of IESA. The report high-

lighted Maharashtra’s new re-

newable energy and storage

policy.

Mumbai, July 8 : Defence stocks in

India saw a strong rally on Wednes-

day with the Nifty India Defence

index rising nearly 1 per cent to

trade above 8,715.

This marks the sixth straight day of

gains for the index, even as broader

markets remained volatile.

The top performer on the index was

Unimech Aerospace and Manufac-

turing, whose shares surged 10 per

cent to hit the upper circuit at Rs

1,179.50.

Defence stocks surge up to 10 pcDefence stocks surge up to 10 pcDefence stocks surge up to 10 pcDefence stocks surge up to 10 pcDefence stocks surge up to 10 pc
as Index rises for 6th straight sessionas Index rises for 6th straight sessionas Index rises for 6th straight sessionas Index rises for 6th straight sessionas Index rises for 6th straight session

South Korean, Japanese
biz leaders agree to boost
cooperation in AI, chips
Seoul, July 8 : Business lead-

ers of South Korea and Japan

on Wednesday agreed to ex-

pand bilateral cooperation in

artificial intelligence (AI),

semiconductors and other key

sectors while supporting

Seoul's efforts to join the Com-

prehensive and Progressive

Agreement for Trans-Pacific

Partnership (CPTPP).
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U'khand Waqf Board Chairman calls for
timely registration of properties on UMMEED portal

Srinagar, July 8 : J&amp;K

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah

on Wednesday accused the

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

and its leader in the UT As-

sembly of playing the "politics

of revenge".

Talking to reporters here,

Abdullah alleged that the

Leader of Opposition (LOP)

Sunil Sharma is waiting to

somehow get the Chief

Minister’s chair in J&amp;K.

Replying to a question about

the statement made by Sharma

that there could be defections

in the ruling National Confer-

BJP is playing
'politics of revenge' in country: Omar Abdullah

ence (NC), he said: "The LOP

should remember that elections

are not going to be held here be-

fore 2029" and that “there are no

Eknath Shindes in the National

Conference. Nobody is going to

the party". His reference was to

the senior Shiv Sena leader who

split the party and led to the down-

fall of the Uddhav Thackeray-led

MVA government in Maharashtra.

Abdullah said the people must un-

derstand the intentions of the BJP

by Sharma’s statement. "Eknath

Shinde left because the BJP

helped him leave the party. People

must understand the intentions of

the BJP through the state-

ment made by the LOP."

He added that "we have al-

ready suffered enough at

their hands".

"The delimitation was done

here only with the intention

of helping the BJP and its

supporters. They are threat-

ening the people over the

statehood issue. They don’t

appear to have any intention

to give statehood to

J&amp;K. Cabinet expan-

sion here is not being done

because they haven’t given

us the statehood.

Bhopal, July 8 : Amid escalating controversy over a

liquor brand ‘Trikal’, senior Madhya Pradesh Animal

Husbandry Minister Lakhan Patel said that this title

has hurt the sentiments of the Hindu community,

and demanded strict action against the proprietors.

Patel said that the word 'Trikal' is related to the

‘Trikal’ brand controversy:‘Trikal’ brand controversy:‘Trikal’ brand controversy:‘Trikal’ brand controversy:‘Trikal’ brand controversy:
MP Minister demands action against proprietorsMP Minister demands action against proprietorsMP Minister demands action against proprietorsMP Minister demands action against proprietorsMP Minister demands action against proprietors

Sanatan Dharma, and it is used

for Lord Shiva. He stated that

using such a title for the liquor

brand could be a conspiracy

against Sanatan Dharma, which

won't be tolerated.

Ranchi, July 8 : The demand

for a separate Sarna religion

code for tribals in the national

census has intensified in

Jharkhand, with the Congress

staging a protest outside Raj

Bhavan in Ranchi on Wednes-

day. The protest was led by

Jharkhand Congress in-charge

K. Raju, co-in-charge Sirivella

Prasad, and state party Presi-

dent Keshav Mahato Kamlesh.

After the sit-in, a delegation

met Governor Santosh

Gangwar and submitted a

memorandum urging the Cen-

tre to recognise the indepen-

dent religious identity of

tribals by providing a separate

column for Sarna followers in

Congress protests in Ranchi

demanding ‘Sarna Religion Code’ for tribals in census
the census form. "Sarna is not just a

belief system, it is a way of life rooted

in nature worship. The tribal commu-

nity deserves a distinct religious code

to reflect their unique identity," said

Raju while addressing party workers.

The memorandum pointed out that the

census currently allows coding for

only six religions -- Hinduism, Islam,

Christianity, Sikhism, Buddhism, and

Jainism -- and excludes tribal faiths

such as Sarna, which are followed by

large sections of Adivasis in Jharkhand

and other states. Minister Shilpi Neha

Tirkey stressed that the Sarna code

must be included in the seventh col-

umn of the census form. “Tribal soci-

ety values equality and the freedom

to follow its own faith.

Denying them a separate code is an

Patna, July 8 : The political debate sur-

rounding the high-profile Bharat Tiwari en-

counter in Bihar's Bhojpur district contin-

ues to intensify. While opposition parties

have raised questions over the police action,

Union Minister and Hindustani Awam

Morcha (Secular) chief Jitan Ram Manjhi

has defended the police, saying they acted

within the framework of law and established

procedures.

He urged people not to reach conclusions

before the ongoing judicial inquiry is com-

pleted. Speaking to reporters in Patna,

Manjhi said the primary responsibility of the

police is to maintain law and order.

He argued that the officers had to act in a

difficult situation and suggested that they

themselves could have come under attack

had they failed to respond.

He emphasised that a judicial inquiry into

the encounter is already underway and said

any assessment of the incident should be

based on the findings of that inquiry rather

than speculation.

Asked about Union Minister Chirag

Paswan’s visit to Bharat Tiwari’s family and

his proposed participation in a

Mahapanchayat, Manjhi said every political

leader has their own style of functioning and

approach to public issues.

“Must we do exactly what Chirag does? We

have our own clear standpoint, and we act

accordingly,” he said.

Let judicial probe take its course
in Bharat Tiwari case, says Jitan Ram Manjhi

Raipur, July 8 : Chhattisgarh is

poised to make a significant leap in

the country's digital landscape with

a ground-breaking investment initia-

tive.

ESDS Software Solution Ltd has

proposed an investment of over Rs

600 crore to establish a cutting-edge

artificial intelligence-based data

centre in Raipur.

During a meeting with the state

Chief Minister Vishnu Deo Sai at

Chhattisgarh Sadan in New Delhi,

ESDS Chairman Piyush Somani and

Vice Chairman Lokesh Sharma

emphasised that this project would

not only propel Chhattisgarh into the

future of digital innovation but also

contribute to India's technological

advancement.

The initiative aims to position the

state as a leader in AI, cloud tech-

nology, cybersecurity, and digital

storage.  Welcoming the proposal,

Chief Minister Sai remarked, "This

investment will be a landmark in

realising the vision of Digital India

in Chhattisgarh.

Chhattisgarh to come upChhattisgarh to come upChhattisgarh to come upChhattisgarh to come upChhattisgarh to come up
with AI-based data centre, newwith AI-based data centre, newwith AI-based data centre, newwith AI-based data centre, newwith AI-based data centre, new
transformer unit in Raipurtransformer unit in Raipurtransformer unit in Raipurtransformer unit in Raipurtransformer unit in Raipur

New Delhi, July 8 : Po-

litical leaders across par-

ties reacted sharply on

Wednesday after AIMIM

Chief Asaduddin Owaisi

remarked that "Vande

Mataram" cannot be

treated on par with the

national anthem, trigger-

ing a fresh political de-

bate over nationalism, re-

ligion, and constitutional

values.

Owaisi, in a post on so-

cial media platform X,

said, "Vande Mataram is

an ode to a goddess. It

cannot be treated on par

with the national anthem.

'Jana Gana Mana' cel-

ebrates India and its

people, not a particular

religion. Religion is not

equal to the nation."

Reacting to the remarks,

Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP) leader Rohan

Gupta said that it was

"very sad" that objections

were being raised over

"Vande Mataram".

Vande Mataram row:
Religion always comes
after nation, says BJP on
Owaisi's remarks

New Delhi, July 8 : Commerce

and Industry Minister Piyush

Goyal said on Wednesday that

India is aiming to achieve an

ambitious target of $1 trillion in

exports during the current finan-

cial year, with a robust double-

digit growth from $863 billion

in 2025-26.

Addressing the Board of Trade

Meeting here, Goyal said the

country is targeting a 17 per cent

surge in merchandise exports to

about $530 billion, while ser-

vices exports are projected to

increase by around 11 per cent

India targeting $1 trillion
exports in 2026-27: Piyush Goyal

Udham Singh Nagar, July 8 :

Uttarakhand Waqf Board Chair-

man Shadab Shams on Wednes-

day urged all stakeholders to en-

sure the timely registration of

Waqf properties on the

UMMEED portal, following the

extension of the deadline for

online registration.

He said the initiative aims to pro-

tect Waqf assets and ensure that

their benefits reach poor and de-

serving sections of the Muslim

community.

Speaking to reporters, Shams

said that the Waqf Amendment

Act introduced by the Modi gov-

ernment has renewed hope

among poor Muslims. He alleged

that for decades, Waqf properties

had been misused and looted, de-

priving orphans, widows, and the

underprivileged of their rightful

benefits. "The Modi government

brought the Waqf Amendment

Act, which has given new hope to

poor Muslims. Over the years, the

Waqf Board had become a nexus

of thieves. Properties that were

meant for the welfare of the poor,

orphans, and widows were ruth-

lessly looted. Like vultures,

people tore apart and consumed

Waqf assets," Shams said.

He said that through the

UMMEED Act, there is now an

opportunity to expose and stop the

alleged plunder of Waqf proper-

ties. "Today, through the

UMMEED Act, we have hope that

poor Muslims will finally get their

rightful share. These properties

involve the rights of orphans and

funds from charity, zakat, and do-

nations. Many people sacrificed

their livelihoods and dedicated

their properties as Waqf for pub-

lic welfare.

Jaipur, July 8 : Former

Rajasthan Chief Minister Ashok

Gehlot has once again criticised

the Bhajan Lal Sharma-led gov-

ernment over its functioning

while speaking to the media at

the Circuit House in Bhilwara.

“I have no opposition to CM

Bhajan Lal Sharma or his gov-

ernment. My sympathy is with

the common people. The govern-

ment should prioritise public

welfare and work for the

people,” he said, adding gener-

ally after three years of a

government’s formation, a wave

of public resentment begins.

“But this is the first time in

Rajasthan that protests started

immediately after the formation

of a government. People’s work

is not being done, crime is ris-

ing, and fear prevails across the

state, yet no one is listening.

Ex-CM Gehlot criticises
Bhajan Lal Sharma-led Rajasthan
govt over its functioning

08 THE INDIAN MAIL
www.theindianmail.in

09 JULY 2026

THURSDAY, HYDERABAD NATIONAL NEWS

to nearly $470 billion in the current fi-

nancial year. At the same time, services

exports are expected to increase from

$421 billion to nearly $470 billion, re-

quiring growth of around 11 per cent.

“If we look at the figures up to June,

we are well on track,” he observed.



Zurich, July 8 : Over 400 par-

ticipants took part in a peaceful

march in Switzerland, demon-

strating from Werdmuhleplatz to

the Chinese Consulate General

in Zurich, to protest against

China’s recently enacted “Law

on Promoting Ethnic Unity and

Progress".  The protest was

organised by the Tibetan Com-

munity of Switzerland and

Liechtenstein in partnership with

the Tibetan Youth Association in

Europe (TYAE), the Swiss Ti-

betan Friendship Association

(GSTF), the World Uyghur Con-

gress, the Swiss Tibetan

Women’s Association, and the

Church of Almighty God.

The participants marched through

the streets of Zurich to the Chi-

nese Consulate General, calling on

the international community to

reject the legislation and take con-

crete action to protect the human

rights and fundamental freedoms

of Tibetans, Uyghurs, and other

affected communities in China.

The event began with an opening

ceremony featuring addresses by

Thinlay Chukki, Representative of

the Dalai Lama to Central and

Eastern Europe, and Venerable

Khenpo Tenzin Jangchup of

Rikon Monastery.

Representatives of the World

Hundreds march in Switzerland against

China’s ethnic unity law, seek global intervention

Uyghur Congress, the Swiss Ti-

betan Women’s Association, and

The Church of Almighty God also

expressed their grave concerns over

China’s Ethnic Unity Law, describ-

ing it as “a policy that threatens the

cultural, linguistic, and religious

identities of Tibetans, Uyghurs, and

other ethnic minorities". Address-

ing the gathering, Representative

Thinlay Chukki said, “We have also

seen the United Nations High Com-

missioner for Human Rights call for

the repeal of this law because it is

clear that this legislation is not in-

tended to promote unity. Rather, it

is designed to facilitate the complete

erasure and forced assimilation of

Tibetans, Uyghurs, and other so-

called ethnic minorities."

“Today, I also stand in solidarity

with the more than 157 Tibetans

who have self-immolated in Tibet,

calling for the return of His Holi-

ness the Dalai Lama and for free-

dom in Tibet.

UN-Habitat reaffirms commitmentUN-Habitat reaffirms commitmentUN-Habitat reaffirms commitmentUN-Habitat reaffirms commitmentUN-Habitat reaffirms commitment
to sustainable urbanisationto sustainable urbanisationto sustainable urbanisationto sustainable urbanisationto sustainable urbanisation
despite geopolitical uncertaintiesdespite geopolitical uncertaintiesdespite geopolitical uncertaintiesdespite geopolitical uncertaintiesdespite geopolitical uncertainties
Nairobi, July 8 : The momen-

tum toward creation of smart,

resilient and inclusive cities is

on course despite challenges

posed by the climate crisis,

geopolitical tremors and glo-

bal economic slowdown, a se-

nior United Nations Human

Settlements Programme (UN-

Habitat) official said on

Wednesday. Anaclaudia

Rossbach, Executive Director

of UN-Habitat, said that sustain-

able urbanisation is an imperative

to help secure a more equal, co-

hesive and green future for hu-

manity.

"Our mandate of enabling inclu-

sive, safe, resilient and sustainable

urbanisation has become increas-

ingly clear and recognised,"

Rossbach told the opening plenary

of the third Open-Ended Meeting

of the Committee of Permanent

Representatives (OECPR-3) in

Nairobi, the Kenyan capital.

A precursor to the resumed sec-

ond session of the UN-Habitat

Assembly, slated for Thursday, the

OECPR runs from Monday to

Wednesday to discuss

themes that are likely to

shape the future for cities and

their inhabitants.

Rossbach said that during the

three-day OECPR meeting.

Bucharest, July 8 : Nicusor Dan assumed

office as President of Romania on Wednes-

day, following a swearing-in ceremony in the

country's Parliament.

In his inaugural address, Dan emphasised the

need for "fundamental change" within the

framework of the rule of law. He called on

citizens to maintain "positive pressure" on

state institutions to drive reform and pledged

to remain receptive to public voices.

"Romanian society has proven itself to be

Nicusor Dan sworn in
Romanian President, calls for 'change'

alive and strong," Dan said. "I

will be a President open to the

voice of society and working as

a partner with society." The 55-

year-old independent candidate

secured 53.6 per cent of the votes

in the presidential runoff.
Jakarta, July 8 : Indonesian security au-

thorities have seized around two tonnes

of crystal meth in the waters of Riau Is-

land province, claiming it the biggest il-

licit drug bust in the country.

At a press conference held in the city of

Batam in the Riau Islands province on

Wednesday, the country's narcotics

agency BNN told reporters that the illicit

drugs were carried by a vessel which was

intercepted by authorities on Wednesday

last week. Chief of BNN Marthinus

Hukom said that narcotics hidden in tea

packets were stored in 67 sacks within a

special compartment of the ship's hull.

As many as six boat crews were arrested,

including two Thai citizens and four In-

donesian citizens. According to Hukom,

the case is the biggest achievement in the

drug eradication in Indonesia. The drug

seizure comes after the country's Navy

two weeks ago intercepted a foreign ves-

sel, called Aungtoetoe 99, suspected of

attempting to smuggle nearly two tonnes

of illicit drugs into the country through

the waters in the same province. One Thai

national and four Myanmar nationals

were also arrested. Under Indonesia's

strict drug laws, those involved in drug-

related crimes face severe penalties, rang-

ing from five years' imprisonment to the

death penalty.

Two tonnes of
crystal meth seized in Indonesia

Mumbai, July 8 : Confronting the rapidly rising

stray dog menace across Maharashtra, the state

government has launched a comprehensive state-

wide intervention. All urban and rural local bod-

ies have been directed to strictly enforce

sterilisation and anti-rabies vaccination protocols

in full alignment with the Central Government’s

Animal Birth Control (ABC) Rules, 2023, and di-

rectives issued by the Supreme Court.

The announcement was made by Industries Min-

ister Uday Samant during the Question Hour in

the Legislative Assembly. The issue was brought

to the floor through a question raised by MLA

Arjun Khotkar regarding the escalating safety risks

posed by stray dogs. Other members, including

Amin Patel, Sneha Dubey, Namita Mundada and

Sana Malik, participated in the high-decibel de-

bate.

Minister Samant presented official baseline cen-

sus data detailing the scale of the stray canine

population and the current pace of the civic re-

sponse. He said that there are 14.8 lakh stray dogs

Maharashtra launches statewide
sterilisation push to tackle stray dog menace

in the state, of which 94,000 are in Mumbai alone. This

year, 65,000 stray dogs have been neutered or sterilised

across Maharashtra, while 97,960 stray dogs have been

administered anti-rabies vaccines. Underscoring the ur-

gency of the situation, the minister highlighted a worrying

surge in dog-bite injuries.

In Ahilyanagar (formerly Ahmednagar) district alone, 7,230

dog-bite cases were recorded between January and Febru-

ary 2026. This marks an alarming increase of 463 cases

compared to the corresponding period last year.

To humanely and effectively mitigate the crisis, the minis-

ter outlined a multi-pronged roadmap focusing on dedi-

cated infrastructure, specialised municipal wings and hos-

pital safety measures. The government has pledged to es-

tablish dedicated stray dog shelters in Mumbai within the

next six months. The Revenue Department has already been

formally requested to allocate land parcels at three desig-

nated sites. Nearly 3,000 square feet of land has been sought

at Mulund and Malad each, while at Nahur, a larger parcel

measuring 8,411 square feet has been identified.

In compliance with the Supreme Court's recommendations,

five major municipal corporations in the state's premier

urban centres have resolved to establish

independent, standalone Animal Birth

Control Departments. These dedicated

wings will operate in Mumbai, Pune,

Kalyan-Dombivli, Pimpri-Chinchwad and

Nashik, the minister said.

Responding to specific complaints about

stray dogs compromising public

healthcare facilities, Minister Samant con-

firmed that the Brihanmumbai Municipal

Corporation (BMC) has deployed

specialised animal control teams to clear

the premises of Dr R N Cooper Hospital.

Regular sterilisation and rabies vaccina-

tion drives are being carried out in and

around the hospital precincts to safeguard

patients, visitors and medical staff.

No Pakistani university
ranked among world’s top 350: Report
Islamabad, July 8 : No Pakistani university has

been ranked among the top 350 universities of the

world in the recently revealed QS World Universi-

ties Rankings 2027, local media reported. The

Quaid-i-Azam University (QAU) ranked at the 381

spot globally is Pakistan's top position in QS World

University Rankings 2027, local media reported.

"The rankings are, at best, a rough measure of qual-

ity. But they do reveal a lot.

If we do not have a university in the top 350, it

does say quite a bit about the priority accorded to

education in Pakistan. And, knowing our budget

allocations for education in general as well as

higher education, and our other spending priori-

ties, it is not a surprise," Faisal Bari, a senior re-

search fellow at the Institute of Development and

Economic Alternatives and an Associate Profes-

sor of economics at Lums, wrote in a report in Pa-

kistan-based daily Dawn.

"If our government spends less than one per cent

of GDP on education, including expenditure on

school education, is it any surprise that we do not

have any universities in the top 350?," the author

stated. The countries which have universities in the

top 200 rankings include India, Chile, Qatar, Bra-

zil, Mexico, the UAE, Kazakhstan, South Africa.

All these nations have per capita income

higher than Pakistan and whose spending on

education as a percentage of GDP is more.

Though Pakistan's universities have not been

ranked among top universities. However, it

would actually be a surprise if Pakistan's

universities get ranked among top universi-

ties as the Pakistani authorities do not spend

the type of money that quality higher educa-

tion institutions, private or government, re-

quire. In addition, Pakistan does not have

enough money for research or paying sala-

ries to faculties. Writing in Dawn, Faisal Bari

asked, "So, how do we get top-ranked uni-

versities? More importantly, should we even

try for one to reach the top 100 or 200 when

the entire higher education sector is plagued

with serious challenges?

US Republicans push stricter deportation rules
Washington, July 8 : The US

Republican party advanced two

immigration-focused bills that

would tighten deportation rules

for fraud and for crimes involv-

ing harm to law enforcement ani-

mals, sharpening enforcement

measures and expanding grounds

for removal.

The House Rules Committee

cleared the way for floor debate

on the Deporting Fraudsters Act

of 2026 and the so-called Bow

Wow Act, both of which target

non-citizens accused of specific

offences.

Under the proposed legislation,

undocumented immigrants

found to have defrauded govern-

ment programmes or harmed law

enforcement animals could be

made inadmissible and deport-

able. Crucially, both bills remove

the requirement for a criminal

conviction in certain cases.

Republicans argued that the

changes are needed to address

gaps in the current law. One law-

maker said the goal was straight-

forward: “If you are a guest here

in our country and you defraud our

country, you must leave and can-

not return.”

Supporters said existing provi-

sions often rely on the broader

“moral turpitude” standard, which

can be tied up in litigation for

years. They argued that individu-

als who admit to fraud or other

misconduct should not be allowed

to remain in the country while

cases move slowly through the

courts.

The Bow Wow Act focuses on

protecting animals used by federal

agencies in enforcement opera-

tions. Prominent among these in-

clude trained dogs and horses that

assist officers in border security,

customs inspections, and law en-

forcement duties. Such animals

are deployed to detect contraband,

track suspects, screen luggage,

and patrol difficult terrain.

Republican lawmakers pointed to

a case involving a trained detec-

tion dog at Dulles International

Airport that was kicked by a pas-

senger after alerting officers to un-

declared items. They said such

incidents underline the need for

stricter consequences.

“These animals play a vital role

in keeping America safe,” one

lawmaker said, adding that those

who harm them should face re-

moval from the country.

Democrats, however, strongly op-

posed the bills, calling them un-

necessary and legally flawed.

Ranking member Jim McGovern

said the measures were part of a

broader attempt to “demonise im-

migrants”. He argued that fraud

and animal cruelty are already

criminal offences and can lead to

deportation after conviction under

existing law.

Democratic witnesses also warned

that removing the conviction re-

quirement could undermine due

process.
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BJP govt to continue focus
on indigenous communities: Assam Minister
Guwahati, July 8 : Assam Cabinet Minister Jayanta

Mallabaruah on Wednesday said the Bharatiya Janata Party-

led government would continue to focus on the development

of indigenous communities and backward regions of the state,

asserting that the National Democratic Alliance’s electoral

success reflected growing public confidence in its governance

model. Speaking to reporters, Baruah said the people of Assam

had strongly endorsed the government’s development agenda,

particularly its efforts to strengthen infrastructure, welfare

schemes and inclusive growth across different communities

and regions. “The people of Assam have developed confi-

dence that the present government is committed to the overall

development of the state and its indigenous communities. This

support has been reflected in the election results,” he said.?

The minister stated that the government remained committed

to addressing the concerns of various indigenous groups, in-

cluding Rabha, Bodo and other ethnic communities living in

different parts of Assam. He said the Bharatiya Janata Party

government had consistently worked to resolve long-stand-

ing issues affecting indigenous populations and to ensure bal-

anced development in remote and backward areas.

He highlighted the government’s welfare initiatives and said

several schemes launched over the past few years had directly

benefited the people. Referring to the Orunodoi scheme, he

said the government had significantly expanded its outreach.

“Last year, around 1.5 lakh beneficiaries received

support under this cash benefit transfer scheme.

This year, the government aims to further widen

the coverage of welfare schemes so that more

people can benefit,” he added. The minister also

underlined the importance of safeguarding the

rights and identity of indigenous communities while

ensuring economic progress and better connectivity

in rural and border areas. According to him, the

Bharatiya Janata Party-led administration has

adopted a policy of engaging directly with commu-

nities and stakeholders in order to resolve issues

through discussion and consensus. “After the elec-

tion victory, we have continued holding discussions

with people from different communities and regions.

We are interacting with local organisations and com-

munity representatives to understand their concerns

and take necessary steps,” he said.

Meghalaya losing PGI marks
due to poor reporting, not poor performance: CM Sangma
Shillong, July 8 : Meghalaya

Chief Minister Conrad K.

Sangma on Wednesday said

the state's Performance

Grading Index (PGI) ranking

in the education sector does

not accurately reflect the

progress made over the

years, asserting that the gov-

ernment has been losing

valuable marks due to gaps

in reporting by schools rather

than shortcomings in perfor-

mance. Addressing a gather-

ing after laying the founda-

tion stone of the Sohkha

Government Higher Secondary

School and attending a felicitation

programme for meritorious stu-

dents at Sohkha in West Jaintia

Hills district, the Chief Minister

called for strengthening reporting

mechanisms across educational

institutions to ensure that the

state's achievements are properly

captured. "Sadly, the ranking re-

flected in the PGI is not a fair rep-

resentation of Meghalaya's educa-

tion system. The issue is not al-

ways performance, but how we

report it," Sangma said. He ex-

plained that schools have been

missing out on marks for basic

indicators despite having the re-

quired facilities and activities in

place.  According to him, simple

measures such as reporting the

availability of reading spaces or

organising and documenting cyber

safety awareness programmes could

have significantly improved

Meghalaya's score. "In many cases,

small efforts like conducting a one-

day awareness progra mme or cor-

rectly reporting available facilities

could have earned us crucial points.

We have lost nearly 100 marks due

to gaps in communication and re-

porting," he said. Describing it

as a "low-hanging opportunity,"

the Chief Minister urged school

heads and officials of the Edu-

cation Department to ensure ac-

curate and timely submission of

data. Sangma said the govern-

ment has made substantial in-

vestments in the education sec-

tor over the past eight years by

upgrading more than 2,000

schools.

Shimla, July 8 : Himachal Pradesh Governor

Kavinder Gupta on Wednesday released the

poster of the 'Chalo Himachal' campaign here.

The initiative of the Govind Sagar Adventure

&amp; Water Sports Association aims to pro-

mote adventure tourism and water sports ac-

tivities across the state, particularly in major

reservoirs and lakes. Releasing the campaign

poster, the Governor lauded the association's

efforts to promote Himachal Pradesh as a pre-

mier destination for adventure and eco-tour-

ism.  He said that tourism is one of the major

pillars of the state's economy.

Himachal Guv advocates
for promoting adventure tourism

Shimla, July 8 : Himachal

Pradesh Police has intensified its

crackdown against drug traffick-

ers by extensively invoking the

provisions of the Prevention of

Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs

and Psychotropic Substances

Act, 1988. In a significant state-

wide action on Wednesday, the

police successfully obtained and

executed 19 preventive detention

orders from the competent au-

thority against habitual drug traf-

fickers involved in the illegal

narcotics trade, particularly

‘chitta’ and heroin. The detained

individuals are repeat and

organised.

Himachal Police execute
19 preventive detention orders
in drug crackdown

Bengaluru, July 8 : Union

Minister of State for Micro,

Small and Medium Enterprises

and Labour &amp; Employ-

ment, Shobha Karandlaje, on

Wednesday alleged that illegal

birth certificates were being is-

sued through cyber centres in

Karnataka after the commence-

ment of the Special Intensive

Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls

and urged the Election Commis-

sion of India (ECI) to intervene.

Addressing a press conference

at the BJP state headquarters,

Jagannath Bhavan, in

Bengaluru, Karandlaje alleged,

"In Karnataka, birth certificates

Karandlaje alleges K'taka govt trying to issue
residence certificates to illegal Bangladeshi immigrants

are being issued illegally

through cyber centres. The is-

suance of such certificates has

increased after the SIR pro-

cess started. The Chief Min-

ister has also said that perma-

nent residence certificates

would be issued. Those who

were born and have lived here

do not require such certifi-

cates. We have our homes and

our names are already in the

electoral rolls."

The Union Minister claimed

that the state government was

attempting to issue residence

certificates to illegal

Bangladeshi immigrants.

New Delhi, July 8 : With every

passing day and supplementary

claims of being the “real”

Trinamool Congress coming

from separate factions, Mamata

Banerjee’s face as the leading

light appears to be fading among

rebel bloc members. Even as the

Trinamool Congress began dis-

integrating after an adverse man-

date in the West Bengal Assem-

bly election this year, it appeared

the larger ire of the rebels was

aimed at party General Secretary

Abhishek Banerjee. His aunt and

founder-Chairperson Mamata

Banerjee was, meanwhile, inter-

mittently being hailed as

“leader” and even suggested as

an “advisor” to the breakaway

group. The “Kalighat faction” –

named after the party’s official

headquarters at Mamata’s resi-

dence – obviously stoutly swears

by her name. Most of the dis-

gruntled members, including

Ritabrata Banerjee – seen as one

of the key faces in the dissident

MLAs camp – significantly

claimed early last month that

they would like Mamata as an

“advisor”. Even party veteran

Arup Roy, who was named

With time, breakaway
Trinamool faction distancing itself from Mamata legacy

Trinamool Chairperson at a spe-

cial session convened by the

party’s rebel bloc on June 22, has

also said at times that Mamata is

the leader, and that the party was

founded by her in 1998. So did

iterate some of the party MPs

who have since announced their

merger with the till-then little-

known National Citizen Party of

India (NCPI). However, speak-

ing to the media in Delhi on

Thursday, Ritabrata said that in

the June 22 special session, a

new working committee was

formed, where neither Mamata

nor her nephew has found a

place. Ritabrata said this in Delhi

after coming out of a meeting

with the Election Commission’s

full bench with a team of his col-

leagues. The current Leader of

the Opposition in the West Ben-

gal Assembly shared that they

had sought time earlier from the

poll body to inform them about

their working committee.

Both factions have sought rec-

ognition from the Election Com-

mission as the All India

Trinamool Congress and the

right to use the election symbol

of twin florets.

Jaipur, July 8 : In a significant

breakthrough, the Anti-Narcot-

ics Task Force (ANTF) of

Rajasthan’s Special Operations

Group (SOG) has arrested the

mastermind behind a multi-

crore illegal drug syndicate op-

erating through fake firms in

Nagaland, Assam, Gurugram,

and Nepal. The accused, Sushil

Karnani, had been on the run

since 2021 and was arrested in

Nepal, an official said on

Wednesday. A resident of

Nokha, Bikaner, he had a re-

ward of Rs 50,000 on his head.

He was presented in the NDPS

court in Ajmer on Monday and

has been sent to six-day police

remand.

Authorities will now question

him to trace other absconding

members of the network.

According to SP Satvir Singh

of the ANTF, a case was first

registered in 2021 at Ramganj

Police Station, Ajmer, after a

major drug seizure. Investiga-

tions revealed that Karnani had

established fake pharmaceuti-

cal firms in Nagaland and other

regions to illegally purchase

narcotics.

Absconding for years, mastermindAbsconding for years, mastermindAbsconding for years, mastermindAbsconding for years, mastermindAbsconding for years, mastermind
behind inter-state illegal drugbehind inter-state illegal drugbehind inter-state illegal drugbehind inter-state illegal drugbehind inter-state illegal drug
syndicate lands in police netsyndicate lands in police netsyndicate lands in police netsyndicate lands in police netsyndicate lands in police net

HC seeks Punjab govt's stand on
withdrawal of RS MP Rajinder Gupta's security cover
Chandigarh, July 8 : The Punjab

and Haryana High Court on

Wednesday sought the Punjab

government's stand on the with-

drawal of security cover provided

to Rajya Sabha MP and industri-

alist Rajinder Gupta, while also

directing that no harm should

come to his family within the state

in view of recent incidents.

Advocate Chetan Mittal, appear-

ing for Gupta, told court that the

Rajya Sabha MP from Punjab and

Chairman Emeritus of the Trident

Group had approached the High

Court challenging the withdrawal

of his security cover by the Punjab

government."He had approached

the High Court stating that for the

past two decades, he was provided

security cover of six Punjab Po-

lice personnel," Mittal told report-

ers outside the court. He also said

that Gupta's threat perception was

reviewed in September-October

2025, following which his secu-

rity cover was enhanced to nine

personnel.  Of these, Gupta him-

self was paying for four security

personnel, he added. Mittal al-

leged that immediately after

Gupta resigned from the Aam

Aadmi Party (AAP) and joined

the BJP in April this year, all nine

security personnel were with-

drawn. "However, the day after

he resigned from AAP and joined

BJP in April, all nine security

personnel were withdrawn.

There were incidents at his resi-

dences, and an FIR was also reg-

istered in Chandigarh regarding

the same," he said. The advocate

termed the withdrawal of secu-

rity "illegal, arbitrary, and with

malafide intent". According to

Mittal, the Punjab government’s

counsel told the High Court that

a report regarding the matter had

been submitted in a sealed cover

and that the Central government.

NCW chief Rahatkar calls
for parole ban in
heinous sexual crime cases
New Delhi, July 8 : National

Commission for Women (NCW)

Chairperson, Vijaya Rahatkar,

said that the Commission will

recommend to the Central gov-

ernment a complete prohibition

on parole for individuals con-

victed in cases of rape, aggra-

vated sexual assault, and other

serious offences against women

and children.  The proposed rec-

ommendations by the Commis-

sion may include amendments to

prison and parole rules to clas-

sify rape, aggravated sexual as-

sault, repeat sexual offences, and

serious offences under the Pro-

tection of Children from Sexual

Offences (POCSO) Act, as cat-

egories ineligible for parole or

temporary release from jail, said

an official statement on Wednes-

day. The Commission may also

recommend additional safeguards,

including mandatory risk assess-

ment, strengthened police verifi-

cation, electronic monitoring, and

consultation with survivors or

their families prior to granting any

temporary release.

Expressing concern over the ex-

isting parole framework in the

wake of the recent Nasrapur

sexual assault case in Pune district.
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Muscat, July 8 : Air Vice Marshal SK

Taliyan of the Indian Air Force and Air

Commodore Khalid Mohammed

Abdullah Al Abri of the Royal Air Force

of Oman on Wednesday held discus-

sions on enhancing interoperability,

joint training and professional ex-

changes between the two countries.

"The 11th Indian Air Force and Royal

Air Force of Oman Air Staff Talks were

held at Muscat in Oman, from July 1 to

2. The talks were co-chaired by Air Vice

Marshal SK Taliyan of the Indian Air

Force and Air Commodore Khalid

Mohammed Abdullah Al Abri of the

Royal Air Force of Oman," the Indian

Air Force wrote on social media plat-

form X. "The talks centred on enhanc-

ing interoperability, joint training and

professional exchanges, to strengthen

China’s new unity law pushes ethnic minorities to integrate or face consequences: Report
Beijing, July 8 : China's new Eth-

nic Unity and Progress Promotion

Law, which came into effect on

July 8, is pushing the ethnic mi-

norities to integrate with Chinese

identity and mandating that par-

ents guide their children to “love"

the Chinese Communist Party

(CCP).   The law also “bans acts

that ‘undermine ethnic unity or

create ethnic division’ among

China’s 56 officially recognised

ethnicities, which include a Han

Chinese majority that makes up

over 90 per cent of the country’s

1.4 billion people,” a CNN report

detailed. The law also says that the

curriculum of students forges a

strong sense of the community of

the Chinese people.

"For years, Chinese leader Xi

Jinping has pushed ethnic minor-

ity groups like Tibetans and

Uyghurs to adopt an identity

rooted in Chinese nationality and

allegiance to the ruling Commu-

nist Party," the CNN report men-

tioned.. In April, the United Na-

tions human rights experts,

through a letter, said the law

“could have serious implications

for the linguistic, cultural, and re-

ligious autonomy of ethnic com-

munities, including Tibetans,

Uyghurs, and Mongols.” The ex-

perts also warned of the potential

for “transnational repression.”

The new law gives Beijing the

right to target people outside of its

borders who it believes violate its

rules. China’s Communist Party

“faced allegations of widespread

transnational repression. A 2022

report from human rights cam-

paigner Safeguard Defenders said

it had found evidence of more than

100 so-called overseas police sta-

tions across the globe to monitor.

Washington, July 8 : A Hindu prayer for peace and unity was

delivered at the White House during the National Day of Prayer,

marking a moment of religious diversity as the United States ap-

proaches its 250th year.  A volunteer from the Bochasanwasi

Akshar Purushottam Swaminarayan Sanstha (BAPS) participated

in the event, offering prayers rooted in Hindu tradition, BAPS

said. “I request that we all please close your eyes and fold your

hands,” the volunteer said, opening the prayer with a call for re-

flection. The invocation continued with repeated chants: “Shanti

Ram Shanti Ram Shanti Ram Shanti Ram Shanti Ram Shanti Ram

Shanti Ram Shanti Ram Om Shanti Shanti Shanti Sushanti

Bhavatu.” The prayer emphasised universal peace across all ele-

ments of existence. “May there be peace in the sky and in space,”

the speaker said. “May there be peace across earth, in water, and

for all beings. May there be peace throughout nature and in the

environment. May the peace of heaven spread throughout the uni-

verse.” The prayer also extended to individual well-being, stat-

ing: “May we all have peace physically, mentally, and spiritu-

ally.” The speaker concluded by expressing gratitude on behalf of

the organisation. “On behalf of the entire BAPS Sovereign Fel-

lowship, The Swaminarayan Ukshara County in Robbinsville, New

Hindu prayer for peace,

unity offered at White House event

Jersey, and our Guru, Guru Hari Mohan Swami

Maharaj, we thank you for this opportunity,” the

volunteer said.

In a post on social media, BAPS Public Affairs

said it was “honored to participate” in the National

Day of Prayer at the White House. The organisation

added that “moments like these remind us that

faith, service, and shared values continue to

strengthen our communities.”

On National Day of Prayer, President Trump ear-

lier said in his message: "This National Day of

Prayer, we honor America’s enduring tradition of

prayer, faith, and trust in Almighty God. And as

we celebrate 250 glorious years of American in-

dependence, we pledge to never forget the count-

less blessings God has bestowed upon our people

and our country."

India, Oman discuss enhancing
interoperability, joint training and
professional exchanges in Air Force

bilateral defence cooperation and

further shared national visions," it

added. The IAF delegation also

visited state-of-the-art training and

maintenance facilities of the Royal

Air Force of Oman. On Wednes-

day, Air Vice Marshal Taliyan in-

teracted with India's Ambassador

to Oman, Prashant Pise and

briefed him on the progress of bi-

lateral defence cooperation be-

tween the Indian Air Force and the

Royal Air Force of Oman.

"During an official visit to Mus-

cat, Air Vice Marshal Sanjeev

Kumar Taliyan, Assistant Chief of

Air Staff (International Defence

Cooperation).

Moscow, July 8 : Russia

claimed that its armed forces

had taken full control of the

city of Konstantinovka in east-

ern Ukraine.  "The main news

is that Konstantinovka has

been completely taken,"

Kremlin spokesperson Dmitry

Peskov was quoted by RIA

Novosti as saying on Wednes-

day. Konstantinovka is a key

stronghold located in

Ukraine's Donetsk region, re-

ports Xinhua news agency.

Following the announcement,

Russia claims full control
of Konstantinovka city in eastern Ukraine

Russian President Vladimir Putin

said the capture of

Konstantinovka "carries great

strategic significance," while vis-

iting one of the temporary com-

mand posts of the joint force

grouping on Wednesday.

"As we all know, the city is a key

transportation hub and a major

industrial center of Donbas," Putin

said, adding that Russian forces

have taken control of 133 settle-

ments and more than 3,000 square

km across Donbas and

Novorossiya since the start of

2026. The more Ukraine attempts

to strike civilian facilities in Rus-

sia, the more Russia must do to

protect those facilities and its ci-

vilians, Putin noted, adding that

"the more such attempts the

enemy makes, the larger the

security buffer zone we will

have to establish in the adja-

cent territory."

New Delhi, July 8 : The 12th

Meeting of the India–Malay-

sia Joint Sub-Committee on

Defence Science, Technology

and Industry Cooperation was

held on Wednesday in New

Delhi, where both countries

reaffirmed their commitment

to long-term cooperation and

strengthening defence indus-

trial ties.  "The 12th Meeting

of the India–Malaysia Joint

Sub-Committee on Defence

Science, Technology and In-

dustry Cooperation was held

on 3 July 2026 in New Delhi.

The meeting was co-chaired

by Dr. Vijay Namdeorao

Zade, Joint Secretary (Naval

Systems), Department of De-

India and Malaysia reaffirm
commitment to strengthen long-term cooperation

fence Production, Ministry of

Defence, from the Indian side,

and Mr. Mohd Nizam Bin

Mohd Khir, Undersecretary,

Defence Industry Division,

Ministry of Defence, from the

Malaysian side," the Depart-

ment of Defence Production of

India wrote on X. "Both sides

reaffirmed their commitment to

long-term cooperation and

strengthening defence indus-

trial ties between the two coun-

tries," it added. On Wednesday,

the Indian Navy and Royal

Malaysian Navy held discus-

sions focused on strengthening

bilateral engagements, enhanc-

ing maritime cooperation and

collaborative.

Kabul, July 8 : The UN Special Rapporteur

on the situation of human rights in Afghani-

stan, Richard Bennett, on Wednesday ex-

pressed his distress over reports of Pakistani

airstrikes in Afghanistan and resulting civil-

ian casualties. He urged Afghanistan and Pa-

kistan to de-escalate, exercise maximum re-

straint and respect international law, including

the protection of civilians and civilian objects

like hospitals. Bennett's statement comes as Af-

ghan officials reported that Pakistani airstrike

targeted the 2,000-bed Omid Addiction Treat-

ment Hospital in Kabul's Pul-e-Charkhi area,

killing at least 400 people and injuring 250 oth-

ers. In a post on social media 'X,' Richard

Bennett said, "Dismayed by fresh reports of

UN Special Rapporteur
'dismayed' by Pak's strike in Kabul, urges de-escalation

Pakistan airstrikes in Afghani-

stan and resulting civilian ca-

sualties.

My condolences. I urge parties

to de-escalate, exercise maxi-

mum restraint &amp; respect in-

ternational law, including the

protection of civilians &amp;

civilian objects such as hospi-

tals."  Afghanistan's Ministry of

Interior spokesperson Abdul

Matin Qane on Tuesday

warned that the country will

give a "teeth-breaking re-

sponse" to the deadly airstrikes

carried out by Pakistan in Kabul.

Geneva, July 8 : Naseem Baloch, Chairman

of the Baloch National Movement (BNM), has

alleged that Hindu and Christian girls across

Pakistan are being abducted, forcibly converted,

and married off, describing the ongoing prac-

tice as a violation of their identity, dignity, free-

dom of conscience, family life, and fundamen-

tal human rights. Addressing an event titled

'Forced Conversions and Minority Women' on

the sidelines of the 62nd Session of the United

Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC 62)

at the Geneva Press Club, Naseem called on

the global community to take urgent notice of

the persecution of religious minorities as well

as the violence against Baloch people in Paki-

stan. "Forced conversion is not a private mat-

ter. It is not a family dispute. It is not a simple

change of faith. It is a violation of identity, dig-

nity, freedom of conscience, family life, and

basic human rights.

Geneva: Baloch activist exposes
ongoing minority persecution in Pakistan

US pushes AI
access, flags security risks
Washington, July 8 : The United

States wants countries in South

and Central Asia, including India,

to have access to “world class

technology” while avoiding de-

pendence on adversarial nations,

a senior State Department official

said, underscoring Washington’s

push to expand AI cooperation

with New Delhi.  Addressing the

US-India AI and Emerging Tech-

nology Forum, Deputy Assistant

Secretary of State Bethany

Morrison said the focus is on en-

suring technology access trans-

lates into tangible benefits for soci-

eties. “We want to make sure that

countries in our region have access

to world class technology and are

able to get that integrated into their

society to deliver the best value re-

sults.
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'Not good enough, we let
you down: Balogun offers
apology for USA's FIFA WC failure
New Delhi, July 8 : USA striker Folarin

Balogun issued an apology to fans after

his team's humiliating FIFA World Cup

exit, saying the team was not at its best

when it mattered the most.

Balogun into the international spotlight

when set to serve a one-match suspension

after receiving a red card for a foul on

Bosnia-Herzegovina defender Tarik

Muharemovic in the Round of 32 victory

before US president Donald Trump's in-

tervention helped get his ban overturned

so he was able to play against Belgium.

His presence on the field was not enough

to secure a win in Seattle as Belgium shat-

tered co-hosts' dream in the last 16 with a

4-1 victory.

"My debut World Cup… it hurts to wait

4 years to compete at the highest level our

sport has to offer. I want to say sorry to

our fans; it was not good enough when it

mattered most, and we let you down. Soc-

cer in America will only become bigger

the belief, the talent, and the passion are

continually growing, and I know the best

days are in front of us. The future belongs

to those who never stop believing; this

moment will fuel us. We will be back,"

Balogun shared in his Instagram post.

Giving KKR trials at 14 in
front of Ganguly sir and Buchanan
felt surreal, says Samson
New Delhi, July 8 : India wicketkeeper-

batsman Sanju Samson has opened up

about how it felt ‘surreal’ for him to give

IPL selection trials for Kolkata Knight

Riders (KKR) at the tender age of 14 in

front of legends like former India skip-

per Sourav Ganguly and John

Buchanan.

Samson has been out of India’s playing

eleven since the Manchester T20I

against England, after having endured

two low scores in Ireland. But on a trip

down the memory lane, Samson, who

played for Chennai Super Kings (CSK)

in IPL 2026, credited his childhood

coach Biju George for shaping his early

career and opening doors for him to at-

tend KKR trials. "After I went on to

perform well for Kerala in the Under-

13 tournament.

New Delhi, July 8 : Indian golf

has produced trailblazers who

have made their mark on the glo-

bal stage, but the search for con-

sistent world-beaters continues.

India's No. 1 golfer Yuvraj

Sandhu believes the country isn't

lacking in talent or ambition; the

real gap lies in building an eco-

'India has talent but not the ecosystem to

produce world champions': India’s No. 1 golfer Yuvraj Sandhu
system that nurtures golfers to

think and compete like world-

class athletes from a young age.

In an exclusive interview with

IANS, Sandhu spoke candidly

about why Indian golfers struggle

to become regular winners on the

DP World Tour and PGA Tour, the

brutal realities of life on the profes-

sional circuit, overcoming a career-

threatening slump, and why "pres-

sure is a privilege". The 29-year-old

also reflected on his Olympic aspi-

rations, the changes Indian golf des-

perately needs at the grassroots

level, and the long-term vision re-

quired to transform India into a

genuine golfing powerhouse.

WI hand maiden senior call-up to
teenage sensation Vitel Lawes for NZ ODIs
Guyana, July 8 : Cricket West Indies (CWI) has

named 19-year-old wrist spinner Vitel Lawes in the

squad for the opening three ODIs against New

Zealand, to be played in Guyana and Barbados from

July 11, handing the promising youngster his maiden

senior international call-up.

Lawes, who has been training with the senior squad

since the pre-series camp ahead of the home assign-

ment, earned his first selection after impressing at

the ICC Under-19 World Cup earlier this year. The

leg-spinner was named in the tournament's Team of

the Tournament after claiming 10 wickets and

bowling the highest number of dot balls dur-

ing the competition. To aid his transition into

international cricket, former West Indies spin-

ner Nikita Miller has been added to the team

management group for the Guyana leg of the

series to provide specialist coaching support.

Babar Azam set for T20I captaincy
return after regaining Test leadership : Report
Lahore, July 8 : Pakistan batter Babar Azam

could be set for another stint as the country's

T20I captain, with reports suggesting the Paki-

stan Cricket Board (PCB) is considering restor-

ing him to the role ahead of the team's upcom-

ing assignments.

According to a report by Pakistani publication

Daily Ausaf, the PCB is weighing a leadership

change in the shortest format following an as-

sessment of the national team's recent perfor-

mances. If the move is approved, Babar is ex-

pected to replace Salman Ali Agha, who has been

leading the side during the team's transition

phase. The development comes shortly after

Babar regained Pakistan's Test captaincy, indi-

cating that the board may once again be placing

its faith in one of the country's most experienced

leaders across formats. No official confirmation

has been issued by the PCB, but the report said

Babar has emerged as the leading candidate to

take charge of the T20I side once again as Paki-

stan begins preparations for upcoming interna-

tional fixtures and future ICC events.

Babar previously captained Pakistan across all

three formats and enjoyed considerable success

in T20 internationals. Under his leadership, Pa-

kistan reached the semifinals of the 2021 T20

World Cup before finishing runners-up in the

2022 edition. He also recorded one of the best

winning percentages among Pakistan's T20I cap-

tains during his previous tenure.

FIFA WC: 'Morocco must be brave with
the ball,' says Aboukhlal ahead of France QF clash
Rabat, July 8 : Former Morocco winger Zakaria

Aboukhlal has warned the Atlas Lions that they can-

not afford to rely solely on defensive resilience

against France, insisting they must also be brave in

possession when the two sides renew their FIFA

World Cup rivalry in Friday's quarterfinal.

The fixture marks the first World Cup meeting be-

tween the nations since France defeated Morocco 2-

0 in the semi-finals of the 2022 tournament in Qatar,

ending the Atlas Lions' historic run as the first Afri-

can and Arab nation to reach the last four.

Aboukhlal, who came on as a second-half substitute

in that semi-final, said France remain one of the most

dangerous teams in world football because of their

ability to capitalise on the smallest errors.

"I remember the intensity and the feeling that we were

still in the game. Even though we were behind, we

kept believing and pushing. France were difficult

because they punished every small mistake. They

have speed, experience, and players who can decide

a match in one moment. Sometimes you feel you are

in control, but one transition can change everything,"

Aboukhlal told FIFA.

The Torino winger believes Morocco's task goes be-

yond containing France star Kylian Mbappé,

stressing that Les Bleus possess match-win-

ners all over the pitch.

"Of course, Mbappe is one of the best play-

ers in the world, so you have to be aware of

him. But France are not only Mbappé. They

have quality everywhere.

"Morocco will have to defend together, stay

compact, and not give France too much space

in transition. But they also have to be brave

with the ball. Against France, you cannot

survive. You need moments where you make

them defend as well," he added.

‘Amazing battle with a legend’:
Auger-Aliassime reflects
on Djokovic heartbreak at Wimbledon
London, July 8 : Felix Auger-Aliassime

admitted he was left disappointed after

narrowly missing out on his maiden

Wimbledon semi-final following a five-set

defeat to seven-time champion Novak

Djokovic in the men's singles quarter-fi-

nals on Centre Court, but said he could

still take pride in pushing the 24-time

Grand Slam winner to the limit in one of

the longest matches in the tournament's

history. Despite the disappointment of an-

other Grand Slam exit at the last-eight

stage, Auger-Aliassime chose to focus on

the level he produced against the 24-time

major champion, saying the contest offered

valuable lessons for future opportunities.

“Obviously it's tough for me. Quarters in

Paris, here. I had other chances in my career

where tight matches like this didn't go my

way. I'll have to see what I can do so it goes

my way the next time. For now, I can be

proud of the fight and then I move on, move

on to what's next,” Felix was quoted as say-

ing by ATP. The Canadian had pushed

Djokovic to the brink after recovering from

a break down in the fourth set to force a

deciding fifth. Reflecting on where the

momentum shifted, Auger-Aliassime ad-

mitted a brief lapse in concentration

proved costly before he fought his way

back into the contest.


