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Bharti Airtel’s Q1 profit
jumps 37 pc to Rs 8,167 crore
Telecom major Bharti Airtel on

Monday reported a robust 37.3 per

cent year-on-year (YoY) rise in

consolidated net profit for the

June quarter (Q1 FY27), driven by

strong subscriber...

‘I almost decided to quit’: Shooter‘I almost decided to quit’: Shooter‘I almost decided to quit’: Shooter‘I almost decided to quit’: Shooter‘I almost decided to quit’: Shooter
Vidarsa's remarkable journeyVidarsa's remarkable journeyVidarsa's remarkable journeyVidarsa's remarkable journeyVidarsa's remarkable journey
from borrowed rifle to Asian Gamesfrom borrowed rifle to Asian Gamesfrom borrowed rifle to Asian Gamesfrom borrowed rifle to Asian Gamesfrom borrowed rifle to Asian Games
For Vidarsa K Vinod, a place in

India’s Asian Games shooting

squad represents far more than the

culmination of a successful sport-

ing campaign....

Amaravati, Aug 10 : Andhra

Pradesh Chief Minister N.

Chandrababu Naidu on Monday

announced that the land re-sur-

vey process would be com-

pleted by 2027 and Pattadar

Passbooks bearing the official

State emblem would be issued

to farmers and landowners.

Participating in the distribution

of ‘Mee Bhoomi–Mee Hakku’

Pattadar Passbooks at Kalidindi

in the Kaikaluru Assembly con-

stituency in Eluru district, he

said the coalition government

was working with the sole

agenda of resolving revenue-

related problems.

Naidu stated that the Revenue

Records Reforms 2026 were in-

troduced to cleanse and stream-

Andhra Pradesh
to finish land re-survey by 2027

line land records. He issued a

Pattadar Passbook bearing the

State emblem to a woman farmer,

Nallajarla Durga Bhavani.

Later addressing the gathering, the

Chief Minister said the double-

engine government at the Centre

and in the State was driving de-

velopment at bullet speed and had

resolved the issue of land allotted

to ex-servicemen who had partici-

pated in the Second World War,

which were placed under Section

22-A, and issued them pattas.

He said the destruction caused by

the previous government between

2019 and 2024 damaged revenue

records, with lands and properties

digitally placed under 22-A, cre-

ating disputes. When the coalition

government came to power in

Guntur, Aug 10 : Andhra Pradesh Ag-

riculture Minister Kinjarapu

Atchannaidu announced that a loan of

50,000 would be provided to each to-

bacco farmer. He clarified that this

50,000 loan would be interest-free for

a period of two years. He also stated

that the government would provide an

additional 1,000 per quintal and as-

sured that measures would be taken to

ensure the funds are credited to the

farmers' accounts within nine days of

the tobacco purchase.

Interest-free loan of

Rs 50,000 for tobacco farmers

Union Ministry of Jal ShaktiUnion Ministry of Jal ShaktiUnion Ministry of Jal ShaktiUnion Ministry of Jal ShaktiUnion Ministry of Jal Shakti
provides clarity on the Polavaram project;provides clarity on the Polavaram project;provides clarity on the Polavaram project;provides clarity on the Polavaram project;provides clarity on the Polavaram project;
details revealed in the Rajya Sabha.details revealed in the Rajya Sabha.details revealed in the Rajya Sabha.details revealed in the Rajya Sabha.details revealed in the Rajya Sabha.
New Delhi, Aug 10 : The Union Ministry of Jal

Shakti revealed that the revised estimated cost

approved by the Central Government for the first

phase of the Polavaram project is 30,436.95 crore.

It stated that the project construction in the first

phase would be carried out up to a height of 41.15

meters. It noted that the Centre has released funds

amounting to 12,620.53 crore for the Polavaram

project over the past five years, with the highest

allocation of 5,512.40 crore made in the 2024-25

financial year. It was revealed. The Union Min-

istry of Jal Shakti provided a written reply to a

question asked by BJP MP R. Krishnaiah in the

Rajya Sabha regarding the progress of the

Polavaram project. In this context, the Union

Ministry of Jal Shakti stated that 96.87 percent

of the earthwork for the spillway construction has

been completed so far. It revealed that 98.84 per-

cent of the concrete work and 92.9 percent.

YSRCP condemns police
crackdown on protests over DSC irregularities
Amaravati, Aug 10 : The YSR Congress

Party on Monday condemned police

highhandedness and attempt to intimidate its

cadres holding peaceful protests across Andhra

Pradesh demanding a CBI enquiry into the al-

leged irregularities in DSC recruitment and res-

ignation of Education Minister Nara Lokesh.

YSRCP national spokesperson, Y. Karthik, said

that instead of answering the serious questions

being asked by DSC aspirants, the government

is using the police to suppress the democratic

protest across constituencies. “YRSCP lead-

ers and cadres are being stopped, detained,

prevented from participating in these peace-

ful demonstrations. What is the government really

afraid of? Why are police being deployed to block

political leaders and activists who are only demand-

ing justice for unemployed youth?,” he asked.

2024, a large number of com-

plaints relating to land issues

started pouring in. Naidu said the

State government was incorporat-

ing strong security features, simi-

lar to those used for currency, into

Pattadar Passbooks. Blockchain

technology has been used to pre-

vent tampering with property de-

tails, while QR codes and other

technology-based security fea-

tures have also been incorporated.

So far, 32.22 lakh Pattadar Pass-

books have been handed over to

farmers and landowners. During

the next seven months, the gov-

ernment will complete the re-sur-

vey in 9,365 villages and issue

68.64 lakh Pattadar Passbooks, he

said. The Chief Minister said land-

related problems covering nearly

41,000 acres had been resolved so far, benefiting more

than 1.27 lakh farmers, industries and members of the

public. He said 1.36 lakh acres had been freed from free-

hold restrictions. The government has taken up

digitisation of old land records, including 1-B, Adangal,

DKT, ARC, Inam and Ceiling records. All link documents

will be made available online. So far, nearly nine lakh

people have been provided the facility of auto-mutation.

The re-survey is being conducted in the presence of farm-

ers. After obtaining e-KYC, Pattadar Passbooks bearing

the State emblem are being printed and distributed by

conducting Gram Sabhas to ensure transparency.

Hoist the tricolour, celebrate

patriotism: T-BJP Chief NRR
Telangana BJP president N. Ram

chander Rao on Monday urged citi-

zens to hoist the national flag at

their homes as part of the ‘Har Ghar

Tiranga’ campaign ahead of Inde-

pendence Day...

Parliament passes Taxation Bill,

Sitharaman says no fee on UPI transactions
New Delhi, Aug 10 :

The Parliament ap-

proved the Taxation

and other Laws

(Amendment) Bill on

Monday, with Finance

Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman making it

clear that the legisla-

tion does not impose

any tax or transaction

charge on users making

payments through the

Unified Payments In-

terface (UPI).  The Bill, which

was passed by the Lok Sabha

last week, was returned by the

Rajya Sabha with a voice vote

after a brief discussion and re-

ply by the Finance Minister.

Speaking on the floor of the

Upper House.

Nagarjuna Sagar, Aug 10  :

The ‘Maha Varuna Yagam’,

organised by the Telangana

government to invoke the

blessings of the deities for

abundant rainfall across the

State, concluded successfully

on Monday.

The Yagam was performed

with devotion and in strict ac-

cordance with scriptural tra-

Revanth prays God to bless Telangana with rains
ditions, with Vedic scholars and

priests conducting rituals and

chanting mantras as part of the

sacred proceedings.

Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy

and his wife participated in the

sacred ritual performed on the

banks of river Krishna at 'Vijay

Viharam' in Nagarjuna Sagar.

Priests (Ruthviks) concluded the

rituals by offering Purnahuti (fi-

nal oblation) in the presence of

Chief Minister.

Under the guidance of priests and

Vedic scholars from the

Yadagirigutta Sri Lakshmi

Narasimha Swamy Temple, 108

Ruthviks conducted the ' Homa'

rituals across 11 Homa Kundas

(sacrificial fire pits) in the tradi-

tional Vedic manner, seeking the

blessings of Lord Varuna.

Irrigation and Civil Supplies Min-

ister Sri N. Uttam Kumar Reddy

and his wife participated in the

sacred day long Yagam.

Amidst a divine spiritual atmo-

sphere, the Chief Minister prayed

for bountiful rains in Krishna and

Godavari river basins. He said the

Varuna Yagam was performed

with a resolve that the people of

the Telangana state should live in

happiness, prosperity, and well-

being.

Revanth Reddy stated that per-

forming Yagams, Yagnas, and

offering Pujas for rains is a cen-

turies old spiritual tradition in-

herited from ancestors in Indian

culture. While the government

is already moving forward with

scientific assessments and plan-

ning.

Hyderabad, Aug 10  : Deputy

Chief Minister Bhatti

Vikramarka visited the head-

quarters of QuantumScape in

San Jose in the United States,

where he met the company’s

President and CEO, Dr. Siva

Sivaram, and members of its

senior leadership team.

Dr. Sivaram presented an over-

view of QuantumScape’s work

in next-generation solid-state

lithium-metal battery technol-

ogy, including the company’s

Bhatti visits QuantumScape HQ,
explores advanced battery technology opportunities

efforts to develop batteries with

the potential for higher energy

density, faster charging and im-

proved safety. He also briefed the

Deputy Chief Minister on what

differentiates the company’s tech-

nology from conventional lithium-

ion batteries and the challenges

involved in taking such technolo-

gies from research to commercial-

scale manufacturing.

The discussions also covered the

broader global battery supply

chain, spanning critical minerals,

advanced materials and components,

cell manufacturing and integration

with electric vehicles. The two sides

exchanged views on how emerging

battery technologies could reshape ex-

isting supply chains and create oppor-

tunities for greater diversification and

new manufacturing partnerships

across geographies.

Against this backdrop, the Deputy

Chief Minister and the QuantumScape

leadership discussed India’s growing

electric-mobility and advanced-manu-

facturing ecosystem.



04 GENERALnews04 GENERALnews02 THE INDIAN MAIL
www.theindianmail.inGENERAL NEWS

11 AUGUST 2026

TUESDAY, HYDERABAD

Maha Varuna Yagam begins at Nagarjuna Sagar with prayers for abundant rains
Nagarjuna Sagar, Aug 10  : Long before the morning

sun touched the waters of the Krishna, the silence en-

veloping Nagarjuna Sagar was broken by the solemn

chanting of Vedic hymns invoking Lord Varuna, the de-

ity of rains and waters, for his blessings upon Telangana.

The Maha Varuna Yagam commenced at Vijay Vihar on

the banks of Nagarjuna Sagar during the sacred hours of

Brahma Muhurtham on Monday, with 108 Ruthviks,

Vedic scholars and priests joining the day-long ritual to

pray for widespread rainfall, flowing rivers, replenished

reservoirs and prosperity for farm-

ers. Irrigation and Civil Supplies

Minister N. Uttam Kumar Reddy,

accompanied by his wife and

Kodad MLA Padmavati Uttam

Kumar Reddy, participated in the

early rituals as priests prepared the

Yagashala for the invocation.

The ceremony began with

Chaturveda Pathanam, the recita-

tion of the four Vedas —

Rigveda, Yajurveda,

Samaveda and Atharvana

Veda.

Thirty-two Ruthviks took

their designated positions

around the Yagashala to

perform the principal ritu-

als, while the remaining

members of the 108-mem-

ber group joined in continuous Vedic

chanting and japam.

Sardar Sarvai Papanna Goud’s  376th birth anniversary held in Rabindra Bharati
and   statue should be installed on Tank Bund  : Former Minister V. Srinivas Goud...

Hyderabad, Aug  10 :  V.

Srinivas Goud attended the

Sardar Sarvai Papanna Goud

Jayanti celebration held at

Rabindra Bharati. He garlanded

the portrait of Sardar Sarvai

Papanna Goud and paid tributes.

Speaking on the occasion, he said,

Sardar Sarvai Papanna Goud was

the first emperor and Bahujan

leader in Asia, and after the for-

mation of Telangana state, he

spoke to the then Chief Minister

KCR and gave a G.O  to officially

organize the birth anniversary and

death anniversary celebrations of

that great man. He said that the

land for the installation of the

Papanna Goud statue on the Tank

Bund has been inspected and Rs.

3 crore has been allocated. He said

that excise raids on Geeta work-

ers should be stopped, closed

toddy shops should be opened in

the state, and the caste profession

should be protected. He said that

the completed Neera Center

should be opened in Nandanam in

Nallagonda district and Neera-based products

should be manufactured. An ex-gratia of Rs. 10

lakh should be released to Geeta workers who

died due to an accident and fell from a tree. He

wanted to name Janagama district as Sardar

Sarvai Papanna Goud district. He wanted to un-

dertake Bhoomi Puja on 5 acres worth Rs. 1000

crores allocated by KCR to the Gouda Caste So-

ciety in Kokapet. Leaders of several Gouda

groups and others participated in this program.

Safety Measures for

Tourists Visiting Mid-Manair Backwaters
ggggg Tourists must strictly adhere to police

instructions and warnings

g g g g g District SP Mahesh B. Githe visits the

Mid-Manair backwaters

Rajanna Sircilla, Aug  10 :  District SP Mahesh

B. Githe inspected the safety measures being

implemented for tourists in the Mid-Manair

backwaters area. He directed officials to put

security arrangements in place to prevent any

untoward incidents—keeping the tourist influx

in mind—and to conduct continuous patrolling.

On Monday, District SP Mahesh B. Githe, ac-

companied by Sircilla DSP Nagendra Chari and

other police officials, visited the Mid-Manair

backwaters area located on the outskirts of

Gopalaraopalli village in Tangallapalli Mandal.

During the visit, he identified hazardous spots

in the vicinity and instructed officials to take

necessary precautionary measures to prevent

tourists from venturing into those areas. He spe-

cifically ordered officials to focus on the safety

of tourists visiting with children and families.

The SP urged tourists to strictly follow police

guidelines and warnings, stay away from the

water’s edge, remain vigilant against entering

dangerous zones, and ensure that their outing

does not turn into a tragedy. DSP K. Nagendra

Chari and police personnel accompanied the SP.

KCR built the double-bedroom houses : BRS MLA Kaushik Reddy

Hyderabad, Aug 10  : BRS

MLA Padi Kaushik Reddy on

Monday claimed that the

double-bedroom houses being

handed over to beneficiaries in

Kamalapur mandal were sanc-

tioned and constructed during the

tenure of former Chief Minister K.

Chandrashekar Rao (KCR).

Speaking to the media after inau-

gurating the houses, Kaushik

Reddy criticised Ministers

Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy and

Ponnam Prabhakar Goud for al-

legedly making politically moti-

vated and factually incorrect re-

marks during the inauguration.

“This is not a platform for play-

ing politics. Present the facts be-

fore the people”, he said, urging

the Ministers to give credit to

KCR for the housing project.

Kaushik Reddy said public repre-

sentatives had a responsibility to

explain facts rather than engage in

political criticism at an event

meant for handing over houses to

beneficiaries.

He also urged the Ministers to address the prob-

lems faced by residents of the double-bedroom

colonies instead of merely inaugurating the

houses and leaving.

Hyderabad,  Aug 10   :

Telangana BJP president N.

Ramchander Rao on Monday

urged citizens to hoist the na-

tional flag at their homes as

part of the ‘Har Ghar Tiranga’

campaign ahead of Indepen-

dence Day on August 15.

Rao said the campaign was an

opportunity to honour the free-

dom fighters who sacrificed

their lives for the nation. He

said he part icipated in the

programme along with youth

f rom his  v i l l age  and

neighbourhood and hoisted the

Tricolour at his residence.

He appealed to people to par-

Hoist the tricolour,
celebrate patriotism: T-BJP Chief NRR

ticipate voluntarily and dis-

play the national flag at their

homes. Rao also announced

that a grand ‘Tiranga Yatra’

would  be  he ld  near  Tank

Bund in Hyderabad on Au-

gust 14. Rally was not linked

to any particular polit ical

party, but was aimed at pro-

jecting national unity and the

vision of ‘Viksit Bharat’.

Calling on Hyderabad resi-

dents to rise above caste, re-

ligion and political differ-

ences, Rao urged citizens to

participate in large numbers

and make the Tiranga Yatra a

success.

'Gupta Nidhulu' scam busted in Hyd; four held, Rs.1 cr fraud unearthed
Hyderabad, Aug 10  : The

Commissioner’s Task Force,

Shamshabad Zone, in coordi-

nation with Rajendra Nagar

Police, busted a cheating

racket that allegedly duped

gullible people by promising to

locate hidden treasure or ‘Gupta

Nidhulu’ buried beneath the

houses. Four persons - Mohd

Munawar alias Munna (36), Syed

Ali Ashraf (40), Mohd Haji (25)

and Mohd Salman (29) - were ar-

rested in connection with the

racket. Police seized two cars, an

auto-rickshaw, two motorcycles,

four mobile phones, 25 fake gold-

coated coins, six kg of coal.

Hyderabad, Aug 10 : BRS

spokesperson Manne

Krishank has accused Chief

Minister A. Revanth Reddy of

misusing his office to further

the business interests of fam-

ily members and demanded an

independent probe into the al-

lotment of government land in

the Fourth City area to Tesser-

"Revanth must step down" :

BRS seeks probe into fourth city land deal
act Advanced Systems Pvt. Ltd. Krishank al-

leged that the company, whose chairman is

Anumula Kondal Reddy, the Chief Minister’s

brother, was allotted around 20,234 square

metres of land at Raviryal at Rs.3,707 per square

metre.

He questioned how such a valuable parcel could

be allotted to a company that, according to cor-

porate records cited by him, has a paid-up capi-

tal of Rs.1 lakh and reported zero employees.



Bengal govt issues notification
announcing enhanced DA payment from Oct 1
Kolkata, Aug 10 : The West

Bengal Finance department

has issued a notification an-

nouncing the enhanced dear-

ness allowance payment to

the tune of 38 per cent to the

state government employees

with effect from October 1

this year.

The enhanced dearness al-

lowance payment for the

state government employees

to the tune of 38 per cent was

announced by the West Ben-

gal Finance Minister

Swapan Dasgupta, a journal-

ist-turned-politician, on

Monday while presenting

his budget proposals for the

financial year 2026-27 on

the floor of the West Bengal

Assembly on June 22.

On Monday night, the state Fi-

nance department (audit branch)

has announced the date from

which the enhanced dearness al-

lowances will be paid to the per-

manent state government em-

ployees.

As per the notification, besides

the permanent state government

employees, the enhanced dear-

ness allowances will be paid to

the teaching and non-teaching

staff in state-run and state-aid

schools as well as the employ-

ees in statutory bodies, govern-

ment undertakings, panchayats

(including panchayat workers),

municipal corporations, munici-

palities and other local bodies.

At the same time, an enhanced

dearness relief (will be paid to

the pensioners and family pen-

sioners) of the state. They will

get dearness relief at the rate of

38 per cent of the revised basic

pension or revised family pen-

sion from October 1.

The guidelines said that the pen-

sion paying authority will cor-

rectly calculate the amount of

dearness relief payable on the

revised pension or family pen-

sion in each individual case.

The Principal Accountant Gen-

eral of West Bengal Anindya

Dasgupta will issue necessary

instructions in this regard to

various government banks in the

case of Kolkata and to the con-

cerned accountant general in the

case of other districts.

For employees who are still in

the pre-revised or unrevised pay

structure as recommended by

the Fifth Pay Commission, the

rate of dearness allowance has

also been increased in one step

from 171 per cent to 223 per

cent, which will be effective

from October 1.

Similarly, as per the notification,

the dearness relief has been in-

creased from 171 per cent to 223

per cent for those who are still

Bhopal, Aug 10 : Wheat

procurement in Madhya

Pradesh has gained pace

this season, with the state

government stepping up

arrangements to handle

higher arrivals and en-

sure smooth purchase at

the Minimum Support

Price, Food, Civil Sup-

plies and Consumer Pro-

tection Minister Govind

Singh  Rajput  sa id  on

Monday.

MP govt procures

59 lakh quintals of wheat,

target set at 7.8 MT

getting pre-revised pension

or family pension as per

ROPA (Revision of Pay and

Allowance), 2009. In addi-

tion, the daily wage of all

government daily wage

workers or daily rated work-

ers whose wages are not

regulated by any statutory

provision like the Minimum

Wages Act has been in-

creased by an ad-hoc in-

crease of Rs 110.

This new wage increase will

also be effective from Octo-

ber 1.  The state Finance

department's guidelines

clearly state that in the case

of government undertakings

or statutory bodies, all the

expenses of this additional

dearness allowance and

dearness relief will have to

be borne from their own

funds or from the financial

assistance received in the

budget.
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From Maoist Bastion to tourism Hub :

DGP Anand Unveils New Vision For Karreguttalu
Mulugu, Aug 10  : Telangana DGP C.V. Anand on Monday

visited Karreguttalu (Black Hills), once considered a major

Maoist stronghold on the 60-km long hill range along the

Telangana–Chhattisgarh–Odisha border, and announced

plans to transform the remote region into a tourism destina-

tion with improved infrastructure. Inspecting ongoing road

works,  Anand unfurled the National Flag and released white

doves as a symbol of peace, marking the region’s transition

from decades of Left Wing Extremism to development.

The DGP said coordinated operations by the Telangana

Police, Greyhounds, CRPF, CoBRA and Chhattisgarh Po-

lice had significantly weakened Maoist activity. Nearly 700

Maoists had surrendered during Operation Kagar, while

several senior leaders were killed in encounters and others

returned to the mainstream, he said. He assured that surren-

dered Maoists would receive rehabilitation support, includ-

ing financial assistance, land and livelihood opportunities,

to facilitate their reintegration into society. Further,  Anand

said the government planned to develop Karregutta’s tour-

ism potential while adhering to environmental and legal

norms. The road from Pamuru to Chalamadava has been

completed, while blacktopping works are set to begin shortly.

Electricity, mobile connectivity and other basic facilities

will also be developed, he added. During the visit, the DGP

distributed essential commodities to Gutti Koya families

near the Pamuru camp and assured them of continued gov-

ernment support. He also lauded the CRPF, particularly the

personnel of its 196 Battalion, for their sustained service in

difficult terrain and their contribution to restoring peace in

the region. Additional DGP Sanjay Jain, IG Chandra Shekhar

Reddy, Intelligence IG Karthikeya, SIB SP Sindhu Sharma,

Mulugu Collector Borkade Hemanth Sahadeorao, Mulugu

SP Sudhir Ramnath Kekan.

Hyderabad, Aug 10  : The Telangana

State Road Transport Corporation

(TGSRTC), in partnership with Union

Bank of India (UBI), has extended finan-

cial assistance of ?50 lakh to the family of

a driver who was left permanently disabled

following a severe on-duty accident.

The driver, MD. Madar, attached to the

Korutla depot in Karimnagar district, lost

a leg in a road mishap on October 9 last

year.

Rendered bedridden and permanently dis-

abled, the sole breadwinner’s condition

plunged his family into severe financial

distress. However, the relief arrived

through TGSRTC’s mandatory 'Super Sal-

ary Saving Account' scheme with UBI.

TGSRTC, UBI hand over 50 lakh

insurance cover to injured driver’s family
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New Delhi, Aug 10  : Two B.Sc.

Microbiology students from

M.K. Amin College in Gujarat's

Vadodara, Arnav Dhamdhere

and Hariom Pathak, have made

a notable scientific discovery by

isolating bioluminescent bacte-

ria from seawater samples col-

lected off the Ratnagiri coast in

Maharashtra.

The bacteria are capable of natu-

rally emitting light in darkness,

a rare biological phenomenon

with wide-ranging scientific ap-

plications.

The discovery was made under

the guidance of Prof. Devarshi

Gajjar and Dr Priya Mishra af-

ter nearly 11 months of sustained

laboratory research, experimen-

tation, and microbial analysis.

The students collected seawater

T
he Andhra Pradesh government on Tuesday

decided to extend subsidised electricity to

aqua farmers located in non-aqua zones from

this month. Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu

directed officials to provide electricity to farmers in

non-aqua zones at the same subsidised rate of Rs 1.50

per unit that is currently available in designated aqua

zones. He instructed officials to implement the deci-

sion from this month. The move is expected to ben-

efit around 12,500 aqua farmers across the state. Re-

viewing challenges in the aqua sector, the Chief Min-

ister directed officials to prepare a special action plan

to control shrimp feed prices. He said the State gov-

ernment is in discussions with the Centre to reduce

fish meal exports by 50 per cent and instructed offi-

cials to ensure that shrimp feed prices remain stable

until the Centre takes a decision. The Chief Minister

reviewed the impact of El Niño, deficient rainfall,

crop cultivation and water resources with officials at

the Secretariat on Tuesday. He directed officials and

public representatives to reach every farmer in the

state with the El Niño Mitigation Action Plan, ex-

plaining the government’s initiatives as well as alter-

native cultivation strategies that farmers should adopt.

He instructed officials to launch farmer awareness

programmes from August 7. In view of forecasts in-

dicating below-normal rainfall across the state until

October due to El Niño, the Chief Minister stressed

the need to encourage farmers to adopt suitable con-

tingency plans.  He directed officials to educate farm-

ers on the opportunities available under the PMDS

cultivation system and provide them with clear guid-

ance on managing severe weather conditions such as

El Niño. The Chief Minister also instructed officials

to disseminate timely field-level information through

the Rythu App. He noted that while rainfall has de-

clined, the cultivated area has increased, and directed

departments to align their action plans with these

changing ground realities.

He emphasised the effective implementation of the

El Niño Effect Mitigation Action Plan and instructed

that livestock fodder management should also be in-

tegrated with the VBG Ram G programme.

Naidu directed officials to implement a support price

of Rs 10 per kilogram for off-style tobacco from

Wednesday. He instructed officials to procure 94

million kilograms of off-style tobacco, which is ex-

pected to benefit around 44,000 farmers.

He also directed the formation of a five-member com-

mittee comprising representatives of the State gov-

ernment, the Tobacco Board and farmers to monitor

and review implementation. Officials informed the

Chief Minister that 48.27 million kilograms of FCV

tobacco have already been procured. To support to-

bacco growers further, the Chief Minister instructed

officials to launch a scheme providing loans of Rs

50,000 per tobacco curing barn (barrel).

Andhra govt to extend subsidised

power to aqua farmers in non-aqua zones

Vadodara students' landmark

research finds glowing bacteria in Ratnagiri waters
samples from coastal regions, in-

cluding Ratnagiri, and success-

fully isolated the luminous bacte-

ria through a detailed scientific

process.

Explaining the origin of the idea,

student Hariom Pathak said, “We

were reading about molecules and

came to know that oceans glow at

night because of bioluminescent

bacteria. That inspired us to take

up this experiment.” He also

added that samples were collected

from coastal waters during field

visits, including a trip to Goa.

“In our institution, we have an

open house every year where we

interact with school students.

We wanted to do something dif-

ferent to make them curious.

That is how we thought of work-

ing on bioluminescent bacteria.”

He further noted that the re-

search required consistent ex-

perimentation over a long pe-

riod.

Another student,  Arnav

Dhamdhere, said, “We were ex-

perimenting on different

samples to isolate the bacteria.

We got the successful sample

last year in April, and the entire

process took around one year,

including identification work.”

The research involved meticu-

lous laboratory work and con-

tinuous analysis to isolate and

confirm the presence of biolu-

minescent microorganisms. Ex-

perts say such bacteria have sig-

nificant potential applications in

pollution monitoring, environ-

mental diagnostics, medical re-

search, and biotechnology.

The samples are currently un-

dergoing further pathological

analysis to determine broader

scientific applications.

The work was conducted at

M.K. Amin College, part of the

Maharaja Sayajirao University

system in Vadodara.

The achievement has been seen

as a boost for student-led scien-

tific innovation. The Gujarat

government, under Chief Minis-

ter Bhupendra Patel, has been

actively promoting research and

innovation, providing encour-

agement to young scientists en-

gaging in advanced studies.

The discovery is expected to

contribute to future research in

marine microbiology and open

new possibilities in bio-lumines-

cence-based scientific applica-

tions.

Melbourne, Aug 10 : Australian

authorities said on Monday that

a 2025 attack on a Melbourne de-

fence manufacturer is being in-

vestigated as an act of terrorism.

Lovitt Technologies in the north-

east suburbs of Melbourne was

targeted in the early hours of July

5, 2025, with several vehicles set

alight and the premises

vandalised, reports Xinhua news

agency.

The Australian Federal Police

(AFP), Australian Security Intel-

ligence Organization (ASIO) and

Victoria Police said in a joint

statement on Wednesday that the

incident is being investigated as

an act of terrorism.

They said that the Victorian Joint

Counter Terrorism Team

Attack on Melbourne defence
manufacturer under investigation as act of terrorism

(JCTT), a joint initiative between

the three agencies, is investigat-

ing the attack as an act of terror-

ism, potentially orchestrated by

far-left extremists with anarchist

and revolutionary ideologies.

The JCTT alleges that masked

members of a group later posted a

video online claiming responsibil-

ity for the attack.

In the video, the alleged offend-

ers outlined their support for Pal-

estine and provided instructions

on how to create an incendiary

device similar to one believed to

have been used in the July 2025

attack.

A video shared online following

the incident by an individual wear-

ing a mask, who claimed to speak

on behalf of the “Anonymous

cell,” expressed support for Pal-

estine and alleged that Lovitt

Technologies was targeted be-

cause of its involvement in the

global F-35 joint strike fighter

programme, aircraft that have

been used by the Israeli military.

Authorities said that the alleged

offenders targeted the company

in the belief it was part of the

Australian Defense Force supply

chain. Lovitt Technologies'

website says the company sup-

ports Lockheed Martin's F-35

Joint Strike Fighter program as

well as several Boeing military

aircraft production programs.

The JCTT said that the alleged

offenders could face life impris-

onment if convicted of engaging

in a terrorist act.

Former diplomat slams BNP govt, says
Sheikh Hasina not treated fairly by Bangladesh judiciary
New Delhi, Aug 10 : Former

Bangladesh Prime Minister

Sheikh Hasina's desire to re-

turn to Dhaka and file an ap-

peal against the death sentence

awarded by the country's In-

ternational Crimes Tribunal

(ICT) is "fair" and should not

be judged politically,  Veena

Sikri, India's former High

Commissioner to Bangladesh,

told IANS on Monday.

"I don't consider it as a politi-

cal activity. She just said she

wants to go back. She has been

given a death sentence by

something described as a kan-

garoo court in Bangladesh.

That court is not authorised to

try her. They didn't allow her to

bring her own defence. So she had

been tried in absentia. They gave

her a defence lawyer who never

did anything, who was just sitting

there. So obviously, she had not

been treated fairly by the judiciary

in Bangladesh," said Sikri.

The former diplomat urged that

there must be a "proper hearing"

where Hasina must be allowed to

have her own lawyer.

"It's not political. So saying that it

will affect bilateral relations, I

don't understand, first of all, on

what basis the Bangladesh Nation-

alist Party (BNP) government is

saying it will affect bilateral rela-

tions. I would say that the BNP

government itself is not interested

in having good bilateral relations

with India,” remarked Sikri

Highlighting the recent appoint-

ment of Dinesh Trivedi as the new

High Commissioner of India to

Bangladesh, Sikri reflected on the

ongoing political turmoil in

Dhaka. "He (Dinesh Trivedi) is a

political appointee. He's a cabinet-

rank person. He's almost like a

special envoy of Prime Minister

Modi. And when he reached there

in Bangladesh, first, they tried to

make a controversy about some

statement that he made. Jamaat-

e-Islami tried to make a big con-

troversy and then they did not give

him the appointment to present

credentials. He had to wait almost

three weeks, which is quite un-

precedented," the former diplomat

mentioned. "It's very routine and

normal for the new High Commis-

sioner to call on the Prime Minis-

ter. And that call has still not taken

place. So, our High Commissioner

has not been able to talk directly

to the Prime Minister. I don't think

these are indications that

Bangladesh wants good re-

lations with India," Sikri

added.

Bangladesh PM Tarique

Rahman had given assurance

before elections regarding

lifting the executive order

banning political participa-

tion by the Awami League

and that he would make the

first visit to India.

Islamabad, Aug 10 : Every

fourth household in

Pakistan's Islamabad has a

child as domestic worker as

the implementation of the

legislation on child domes-

tic labour remains far from

satisfactory, local media re-

ported.  Executive Director

of the Society for the Pro-

tection of the Rights of the

Child (Sparc), Asiya Arif,

made these remarks during

an event organised by Sparc

in collaboration with the Na-

tional Commission on the

Rights of the Child (NCRC)

to mark the World Day

Against Child Labour 2026,

Pakistan-based daily Dawn

reported.  She underscored

the need to have collective

red card against child labour

and called for addressing the

issue across several sectors

like supply chains, hotels,

automobile workshops and

the brick kiln industry.

She called for making coor-

dinated and sustained efforts

through strong implementa-

tion mechanisms.

Every fourth household
in Pakistan's Islamabad
has child as
domestic worker: Report

Islamabad, Aug 10 : Lead-

ing international human

rights organisation Amnesty

International on Monday

urged the Pakistani authori-

ties to unconditionally re-

store Imran Khan, the

former Prime Minister of

Pakistan, and his wife

Bushra Bibi Khan's right to

see their family and lawyers.

"For three years, Pakistan's

authorities have systemati-

cally denied Imran Khan the

right to a fair trial.

Rights group urges Pakistan

to restore rights of

Imran Khan and Bushra Bibi Khan
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New Delhi, Aug 10 : Uzbekistan's

Foreign Minister Bakhtiyor

Saidov has met Ambassador

Sergio Gor, Special Representa-

tive of the President of US for

South and Central Asia, in New

Delhi.

They held an in-depth exchange

of views on Monday on further en-

hancing dialogue at the highest

Uzbekistan's Foreign Minister
holds discussions with US Ambassador Gor

and high levels, as well as on the

priority areas of bilateral.

"Glad to meet Ambassador Sergio

Gor, Special Representative of the

President of the United States for

South and Central Asia, today in

New Delhi. Particularly noted the

steady development of the

Uzbekistan–US strategic partner-

ship across all areas. We held an

in-depth exchange of views on fur-

ther enhancing dialogue at the

highest and high levels, as well as

on the priority areas of bilateral

cooperation," Saidov said on so-

cial media platform X.

"Also discussed cooperation

within the C5+1 format, prepara-

tions for upcoming joint events,

and current regional and interna-

tional issues. At the conclusion of

the meeting, we agreed to continue

the open and trust-based dialogue

between Uzbekistan and the

United States and to further ex-

pand practical cooperation," he

added.

Earlier on Tuesday, Saidov held a

meeting with Lok Sabha Speaker

Om Birla, discussing ways to

deepen inter-Parliamentary dia-

logue, enhance the activities of

friendship groups, and promote

the exchange of experience in the

field of lawmaking between India

and Uzbekistan.

Mogadishu, Aug 10 : The In-

ternational Organisation for

Migration (IOM), the UN mi-

gration agency, has said that

it has completed Somalia's

Garasbaley housing project,

providing improved shelter

for 600 vulnerable house-

holds.

The project was delivered in

partnership with the Iskaashi

Union, a key community rep-

resentative body, and the

Banadir Regional

Administration's Durable So-

IOM launches housing

scheme for 600 displaced families in Mogadishu
lutions Unit (BRA-DSU).

"Access to housing is much more

than a roof over someone's head.

It is about safety, dignity, stabil-

ity, and the opportunity for fami-

lies to rebuild their l ives,"

Prestage Murima, deputy chief

of mission of IOM Somalia, said

on Monday in a statement,

Xinhua news agency reported.

Murima said rapid urbanisation

and the internal displacement of

more than 3.5 million people

have severely strained cities

such as Mogadishu, making sus-

tainable housing solutions an

urgent priority.

Funded by the EU, the project

benefits displacement-affected

communities in Mogadishu,

providing vulnerable families

with safer living conditions

while reducing their exposure to

evictions.

IOM said it partnered with

BRA-DSU, legal experts, land-

owners and community repre-

sentatives to secure land tenure

agreements, memoranda of un-

derstanding and rental arrange-

ments. These measures provide

participating households with at

least five years of tenure secu-

rity and strong protection

against forced evictions, accord-

ing to IOM.

To ensure long-term

sustainability,  the project

trained government representa-

tives, community leaders, camp

committees and technical teams.

IOM said the capacity-building

efforts focused on housing so-

lutions, tenure security, ac-

countability, disaster risk reduc-

tion and community engage-

ment. The agency developed a

new settlement in the

Garasbaley district and built

400 transitional housing

units, 100 shared latrines,

water access points, solar

lighting and drainage sys-

tems.

It  also constructed all-

weather roads, footpaths and

a community multipurpose

centre. Meanwhile,  200

nearby households received

shelter repair kits, tools and

technical support to improve

their living conditions.

Batulo, a mother of three dis-

placed from the Lower

Shabelle region, spent years

moving between temporary

shelters that offered little

protection, stability or sense

of home. She and her family

lived under the constant

threat of eviction and lacked

any real sense of security.

Reflecting on the impact of

the project,  Batulo said:

"Now, we feel that we are liv-

ing in permanent, secure

homes. I no longer fear evic-

tion. My children feel safe,

and we finally have stability."

Seoul, Aug 10 : A front-line

Army unit nearly shot down a

South Korean military drone

during a flight test earlier this

week, an opposition lawmaker

said on Monday, just days af-

ter the same unit mistook a US

spy drone for an enemy threat.

The 1st Army Corps, based

along the western front bor-

dering North Korea, issued

an air defence alert and stood

ready to shoot down the

drone as it flew through air-

space under its jurisdiction

on Monday, Rep. Sung Il-

jong of the main opposition

People Power Party said in a

press conference at the Na-

tional Assembly. The drone

was with the Army Test and

Evaluation Group conducting

a flight test. The test group

had notified the 1st Corps of

its plan to carry out the trial

in advance, the lawmaker

claimed, Yonhap News

Army nearly downed military

drone during flight test: South Korean lawmaker
Agency reported. The inci-

dent followed a similar mis-

hap involving the same unit

and the US military, in

which the 1st Corps mis-

took a US drone for a po-

tential threat due to a com-

munication mix-up and

mobilised artillery to take it

down. The commander of

the 1st Corps has been re-

lieved of duty pending a

disciplinary evaluation re-

lated to the US drone inci-

dent and other issues. Call-

ing the latest incident an-

other "major blunder" at the

Army Corps.

Washington, Aug 10 : The

United States is prepared to

host one of the largest sporting

events in its history despite sig-

nificant security and logistical

challenges, Homeland Security

Secretary Markwayne Mullin

said, describing the FIFA

World Cup as the equivalent of

"78 Super Bowls in 38 days".

With millions of visitors ex-

pected to travel across North

America for the tournament,

Mullin on Monday added that

the Department of Homeland

Security (DHS) was confident

in its security posture across

US ready for '78 Super Bowls in 38 days': DHS chief
host cities in the United States.

"Are we safe? Yes, we're going to

have a safe and one of the best

World Cups in the history of this

event," he said during an interview

on CNN's State of the Union.

The Secretary said between five

and seven million visitors are ex-

pected during the competition,

creating an enormous security

challenge for federal, state and

local authorities.

"There's not specific threats.

There's a threat because of the

amount of people coming in,"

Mullin added.

The United States is serving as a

principal host of the expanded

FIFA World Cup, with matches

taking place across multiple cit-

ies.  Mullin said each venue must

be treated as a major national se-

curity event.

"We have, keep in mind, 78 Su-

per Bowls in 38 days throughout

the United States and 11 different

host cities," he added.

Each one of those had to be treated

like a Super Bowl. Each one of

those will have a bigger audience

than the Super Bowl."

According to Mullin, DHS has the

lead responsibility for security

planning and coordination, work-

ing closely with local law enforce-

ment agencies and international

partners. He acknowledged that

funding delays earlier in the year

created additional complications

for preparations. "The truth is,

though, with the Democrats

defunding ICE and CBP for 115

days and DHS for 76 days, it made

it tough," Mullin said.

He added that delayed reimburse-

ments affected local law enforce-

ment agencies that are helping se-

cure venues, transport hubs and

team facilities. "Our MOUs that

we had with our local law enforce-

ment, the reimbursement was be-

hind," he said.  "We can't do this

without our local partnerships."

Despite those challenges, Mullin

insisted that security agencies

were fully prepared for the tour-

nament. "We feel very confident

on our posture in each one of these

places," he said. The Secretary

also noted the scale of opera-

tions required to protect not

only stadiums but team base

camps, transportation net-

works and public gathering

areas.

Doha, Aug 10 : Qatar confirmed on Monday that

mediation efforts between the United States and Iran

remain underway, with draft language for a possible

agreement continuing to be exchanged between the

two sides as regional mediators work to prevent fur-

ther escalation.  "We can confirm that the efforts are

still ongoing with all the parties," said Majed Al

Ansari, adviser to Qatar's prime minister and spokes-

person for the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, during a

weekly press briefing, Xinhua News Agency re-

ported. "We are looking towards diplomatic resolu-

tion as we are speaking right now," Al Ansari said,

noting that the talks had reached "very progressive

stages." The official said Qatar and Oman were co-

ordinating closely to facilitate indirect contacts be-

tween Washington and Tehran. Asked about the Strait

of Hormuz, Al Ansari said Qatar's immediate prior-

ity was "avoiding escalation, reopening the strait and

reopening the door for diplomacy between the par-

ties." "What we do not want to see right now is a

major escalation in our region," he added, stressing

that mediators were working toward a short-term dip-

lomatic solution that would help restart negotiations.

Al Ansari noted there were no direct talks sched-

Qatar says US-Iran mediation
efforts ongoing, draft agreement under discussion

uled between the United States

and Iran but expressed hope that

mediation efforts would soon lead

to the resumption of negotiations.

"Right now we don't have any-

thing on the books when it comes

to direct talks," he said. "But we

are hopeful that if we can get a

resumption of the talks anytime

soon, we'd be able to push for-

ward towards a major deal."

On the possibility of reaching

an agreement, Al Ansari said

no timeline could be set. Ear-

lier in the day, US President

Donald Trump said that talks

with Iran are "going on right

now."

Central Europe calls for

EU coordination in combating foot-and-mouth disease
Prague, Aug 10 : Central Eu-

ropean states are seeking Eu-

ropean Union (EU) -wide co-

ordination to contain the

spread of foot-and-mouth dis-

ease (FMD), Czech Minister of

Agriculture Marek Vyborny

said.  The minister told jour-

nalists on Monday that the ob-

jective is to present a unified

proposal to the European Com-

mission together with partners

from the Visegrad Group (V4)

-- Czech Republic, Slovakia,

Poland, Hungary -- and

neighbouring Austria and Ger-

many.

"The current situation requires

a coordinated response at the

EU level to prevent further

spread of the disease and to

protect livestock in individual

member states," he said.

Also, on Wednesday, the

Czech government approved the deploy-

ment of military veterinarians to assist in

border controls in response to the current

situation surrounding FMD.

Up to 20 military veterinarians are ex-

pected to support the State Veterinary

Administration and contribute to inspec-

tions of cargo transport from Thursday

or Friday, according to the Ministry of

Agriculture, reports Xinhua news agency.

The minister added that extraordinary

veterinary measures are already in place,

and an emergency status would only be

declared if an outbreak was confirmed.
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Birla said that he and Bakhtiyor

Saidov held discussions on further

strengthening ties between India

and Uzbekistan, with a special

focus on enhancing Parliamentary

cooperation, trade, investment.



Inherited Rs 14,191 crore liability,
says Punjab minister on HC order over DA arrears
Chandigarh, Aug 10 :

Emphasising that Punjab al-

ready paid some of the high-

est government pay scales in

the country, state Finance

Minister Harpal Singh

Cheema has said that the state

government has inherited a

Rs 14,191 crore liability of

employees' pay commission

arrears.  He said on Monday

that the state government has

already cleared more than Rs

6,000 crore under a High

Court-approved liquidation

plan and remained committed

to paying all constitutionally and

legally valid dues while examin-

ing the court's Monday's judgment

and the available legal remedies.

Cheema told the media here that

the employee pay commission re-

port was originally formulated in

2016 during the tenure of the

Shiromani Akali Dal-BJP govern-

ment but remained unimplem ented

for years.  "The report was imple-

mented only in July 2021. As a re-

sult, dearness allowance (DA) ar-

rears from January 1, 2016, to July

2021 were frozen, creating a liabil-

ity of Rs 14,191 crore," he said.  The

state Finance Minister said that al-

though the process of implement-

ing the pay commission recom-

mendations had been initiated un-

der the previous government, the

then Congress government re-

mained in power without releas-

ing even a single rupee towards

clearing these arrears, leaving the

entire financial burden for the

present Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)-

led state government. Explaining

the steps taken by the current AAP

government, Minister Cheema said

after various employees approached

the High Court the state government

prepared a structured liquidation

plan, which was accepted by the

court.  "Out of the total liability of

Rs 14,191 crore, the AAP govern-

ment has already paid over Rs 6,000

crore to employees. The High

Court accepted the liquidation

plan, and its implementation is

proceeding smoothly," he

added.

Ahmedabad, Aug 10 : A 44-

year-old man has been arrested

in Ahmedabad for allegedly pos-

ing as a Hindu widower on a

matrimonial website, using

forged documents and false

claims about his personal life to

gain the trust of widowed

women before cheating them of

money and property, officials

said on Monday.

The accused, identified as Karim

Sipai, a resident of Sarghatani

Ghati in Kadi, Mehsana district,

was arrested by the Ahmedabad

Crime Branch after a case was

registered at the Mahila West Po-

lice Station.

According to investigators, Sipai

created a profile on a well-

known matrimonial platform

under the name “Aditya Patel”,

concealing his identity and pre-

senting himself as a Hindu wid-

ower without children.

Police said he specifically tar-

geted widowed women living

alone, developing relationships

with them by claiming that his

wife had died and that he was

leading a solitary life.

Gujarat man held for posing

as Hindu widower on

matrimonial site, cheating women

K’taka Congress defends

Speaker, Chairman candidate announcement
Bengaluru, Aug 10 :

Karnataka Pradesh Congress

Committee (KPCC) Presi-

dent B.K. Hariprasad on

Monday defended the Con-

gress’ announcement of can-

didates for the posts of

Speaker and Deputy Speaker

of the Legislative Assembly

and Chairman and Deputy

Chairman of the Legislative

Council, rejecting Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) allega-

tions of constitutional impro-

priety. The BJP had accused the

Congress of violating constitu-

tional norms by declaring names

for the posts before they fell va-

cant.

The Congress high command has

nominated G.S. Patil as Speaker,

A.S. Ponnanna as Deputy

Speaker, Saleem Ahmed as

Chairperson of the Legislative

Council and Umashree as

Deputy Chairperson. Hariprasad

said the party had only an-

nounced its candidates and had

not appointed anyone to consti-

tutional offices. “The BJP lead-

ers should first read the Consti-

tution and then read the Con-

gress party’s letterhead,” he re-

marked. He cited Articles 178

and 182 of the Constitution,

which state that the Speaker and

Deputy Speaker of the Assem-

bly and the Chair-

man and Deputy

Chairman of the

Council are elected

by the respective

Houses.

He accused the BJP

of deliberately con-

fusing candidate an-

nouncements with

the constitutional

election process.

“What else can it be

called but ignorance

when the BJP de-

scribes the an-

nouncement of

party candidates as

unconstitutional?”

New Delhi, Aug 10 : Under the visionary

leadership of Prime Minister Narendra

Modi over the last 12 years, the Depart-

ment of Fertilisers has achieved monu-

mental milestones, driving India toward

complete self-reliance (Atmanirbhar

Bharat) and insulating its farmers from un-

precedented global market disruptions.

Despite the West Asia crisis triggering a

sharp rise in fertiliser prices and disrupt-

ing ship movement, the Union government

has been able to mount a proactive re-

sponse to ensure adequate supplies to

farmers for the ongoing kharif season.

This has been made possible due to a mas-

sive boost in self-reliance in fertiliser

production under the Prime Minister's

Atmanirbhar Bharat campaign over the

last 12 years, according to an official

statement issued on Monday.

Six new mega urea plants have been es-

tablished since 2014, adding a robust

annual capacity increase of 76.2 lakh

metric tonnes (LMT). Two more high-

capacity urea plants with a combined

annual capacity of 25.4 LMT are set to

commence production shortly, the state-

ment said. As a result, India's domestic

urea production surged from a mere 225

LMT in 2014-15 to an all-time record

high of 314.07 LMT in 2023-24. In

2024-25, production remained steady at

306.67 LMT.

India's Atmanirbhar policy in fertiliser

sector cushions farmers from global shocks

Mumbai, Aug 10 : The Elec-

tion Commission of India has

revised the schedule for the

Special Intensive Revision

(SIR) of electoral rolls cur-

rently underway in

Maharashtra, with reference

to the qualifying date of Oc-

tober 1. According to the re-

vised schedule, the house-to-

house visitation drive by

Booth Level Officers (BLOs)

will be conducted from June

30 to August 17, 2026. The

rationalisation and restructur-

ing of polling stations will be

completed on August 17.

Change in SIR schedule in

Maha, final electoral roll to be published on Oct 27
The draft electoral roll will be

published on August 24, 2026.

Claims and objections will be

accepted between August 24

and September 23.

The hearing and disposal of the

received claims and objections

will take place from August 24

to October 22, 2026. After

completing all necessary pro-

cesses, the final electoral roll

will be published on October

27, 2026, said the ECI release.

Government sources said that

the door-to-door verification

drive launched by BLOs on

June 30, 2026.

Haryana govt fully
committed to development of cities: Minister
Chandigarh, Aug 10  :

Haryana Cabinet Minister

Vipul Goel on Monday said

the government is fully com-

mitted to the development of

cities and development works

will be done at a faster pace

in the coming time.  Chairing

a joint meeting, Goel directed

officials of the Municipal

Corporation and the Electric-

ity Department to work in co-

ordination with all councillors

and not to keep any develop-

ment project pending unnec-

essarily. He also directed the

officials that whatever develop-

ment work is currently going on,

it should be completed within the

stipulated timeframe. “If there is

unnecessary delay in any work, it

will be considered as negligence

of the officer concerned and ap-

propriate action will be taken

against him,” he said Food, Civil

Supplies Minister Rajesh Nagar

was also present at the meeting,

whose objective was to establish

better coordination between all

departments and public represen-

tatives so that development works

of the wards can be conducted

smoothly and high-quality facili-

ties can be provided to the citizens

of Faridabad. Goel clarified that

the drainage system should be re-

paired in time so that people do

not face any kind of inconve-

nience during the rainy season. He

directed the Municipal Corpora-

tion officials to start the work of

cleaning drains and sewer lines

with immediate effect and moni-

tor it regularly. He also reviewed

the water supply, sanitation sys-

tem, health services and other ba-

sic facilities and di-

rected all the de-

partments con-

cerned to work to-

gether so that citi-

zens can get better

services.

New Delhi, Aug 10 : India is working to trans-

form itself into the world's innovation partner

and deepen global collaboration in emerging

technologies, Union Commerce and Industry

Minister Piyush Goyal said on Monday.

Addressing the gathering at the inauguration

of the Bharat Innovates summit in Nice, France,

Goyal said that while the theme of Bharat In-

novates is to serve as a global accelerator for

India's innovation ecosystem, the broader ob-

jective is to translate that vision into concrete

action and position India as a trusted innova-

tion partner for the world.

"While the theme of Bharat Innovates is a glo-

bal accelerator for India's education system, the

real spirit is to concretise our efforts to be the

world's innovation partner,” he said.

“The year 2026, which is being celebrated as

the India-France Year of Innovation, gives this

initiative an appropriate setting.

India aims to become world's

innovation partner: Piyush Goyal

New Delhi, Aug 10 : The All

India Muslim Personal Law

Board (AIMPLB) on Monday

condemned the allegedly "in-

flammatory, misleading, and

factually baseless" remarks

made by Bangladeshi author

Taslima Nasrin against

madrasas. "Defaming such in-

stitutions, which render in-

valuable national service, is

not only unjust but also detri-

mental to the country's educa-

tional and social harmony,"

AIMPLB condemns
Taslima Nasrin's defamatory remarks against madrasas

said AIMPLB Spokesperson S.Q.R. Ilyas.

The AIMPLB calls upon the Union gov-

ernment to take serious cognisance of these

inflammatory remarks and prevent foreign

refugees from interfering in India's inter-

nal and religious affairs, Ilyas added. He

said the Union government must ensure that

the country's constitutional and social fab-

ric is not allowed to become a casualty of

the hate-driven politics of any foreign in-

dividual. He said Taslima Nasrin, while

speaking to the media in Kolkata, made

highly provocative statements regarding the

Uniform Civil Code (UCC).
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Mumbai, Aug 10 : Telecom

major Bharti Airtel on Mon-

day reported a robust 37.3 per

cent year-on-year (YoY) rise

in consolidated net profit for

the June quarter (Q1 FY27),

driven by strong subscriber

additions, growing adoption

of premium plans and healthy

performance across its India

and Africa businesses.

The company's consolidated

net profit rose to Rs 8,167

crore in the quarter ended June

Bharti Airtel’s
Q1 profit jumps 37 pc to Rs 8,167 crore

30, compared with Rs 5,948 crore

in the corresponding period last fi-

nancial year (Q1 FY26), accord-

ing to its stock exchange filing.

Revenue from operations grew

18.4 per cent year-on-year and 5.7

per cent sequentially to Rs 58,539

crore, as per its regulatory filing.

Commenting on the performance,

Bharti Airtel Vice Chairman and

Managing Director Gopal Vittal

said the company delivered a

strong quarter with healthy growth

across both India and Africa op-

erations. “Our balance sheet re-

mains strong, reflecting disci-

plined capital allocation and fo-

cused investments to future-proof

Airtel,” he mentioned.

Consolidated EBITDA stood at Rs

33,599 crore during the quarter,

translating into an EBITDA mar-

gin of 57.4 per cent.

Airtel continued to strengthen its

subscriber base during the quar-

ter, adding 14.9 million custom-

ers and taking its total customer

count to 681 million across 15

countries. The company said it re-

corded its highest-ever quarterly

addition of postpaid customers,

adding one million users during

the period.

Its postpaid subscriber base now

stands at 30 million. Airtel also

reported strong growth in

smartphone users, with its

smartphone data customer

base increasing by 21.1 mil-

lion over the past year, rep-

resenting growth of 7.5 per

cent.

New Delhi, Aug 10 : The

government’s recent decision to

rescind the Quality Control Or-

der (QCO) on several polymer

and fibre intermediates will ease

raw-material costs for the

readymade garments sector, ac-

cording to a report on Monday.

The move will provide respite to

the tariff-impacted downstream

textiles segments, particularly

readymade garments, which will

now have access to more com-

petitively priced raw material

imports, said the report from

Crisil Ratings.

The rating agency's analysis of

20 polyester yarn makers, repre-

senting 40-45 per cent of the

sector's revenue, found that the

move will increase competition

for upstream polyester yarn mak-

ers.

The Ministry of Chemicals and

Fertilisers withdrew the QCO on

November 12, 2025, which re-

moved mandatory BIS certifica-

tion on imported yarn.

The mandatory BIS certification

was imposed in October 2023 to

curb cheaper polyester imports

from China.

India’s downstream textile

sector gets support from QCO

revocation amid US tariffs

Dabur issues clarification on FSSAI
order, says ‘stands by purity and quality of its products’
New Delhi, Aug 10 : After the Food Safety and

Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) issued a

prohibition order against Dabur India Limited

over the sale of food products carrying allegedly

misleading "100 per cent" claims, the company

said on Monday that its product labels comply

with the prevailing legal and regulatory frame-

work.  In a filing with the BSE and the NSE,

Dabur India said it stood by the quality and pu-

rity of its products. "Dabur India Limited believes

that the declaration on our product labels comply

with the prevailing legal and regulatory frame-

work and are consistent with long-standing in-

dustry practices. Dabur stands by the purity and

quality of its products and has never made any

misleading claims," the company said in its fil-

ing. Earlier, the country’s food regulator directed

the FMCG major to immediately cease the sale

of products bearing claims such as "100 per cent

Natural", "100 per cent Pure", "100 per cent Pu-

rity Guaranteed", "100 per cent Organic" and "100

per cent Tender Coconut Water".

8 of India's top-10 valued firms

add Rs 1.90 trillion in market value last week
Mumbai, Aug 10 : The com-

bined market valuation of eight

of India's 10 most-valued com-

panies surged by Rs 1.90 tril-

lion last week, driven by a

strong rally in domestic equi-

ties.  The positive momentum

came as benchmark indices

posted solid gains during the

week. The Sensex climbed

1,284.61 points, or 1.73 per

cent, while the Nifty advanced

256.2 points, or 1 per cent.

Market sentiment remained

upbeat amid optimism over a

possible peace agreement be-

tween the United States and

Iran, which raised hopes of eas-

ing geopolitical tensions and

bringing stability to global en-

ergy markets. The improved

outlook boosted investor con-

fidence and supported gains

across several heavyweight

stocks. Among the top-10

most-valued firms, HDFC

Bank, Bharti Airtel, ICICI

Bank, State Bank of India,

Bajaj Finance, Larsen &amp;

Toubro, and Hindustan

Unilever recorded gains in

their market capitalisation.

In contrast, Tata Consultancy

Services (TCS) and Life In-

surance Corporation of India

(LIC) witnessed a decline in

valuation. ICICI Bank topped

the chart in terms of weekly

gains, with its market

capitalisation rising by Rs

56,223 crore to Rs 9.61 lakh

crore. HDFC Bank added Rs

38,571 crore, taking its valu-

ation to Rs 11.89 lakh crore,

while State Bank of India saw

its market value increase by

Rs 36,138 crore to Rs 9.39

lakh crore.

Dhamtari, Aug 10  : In an im-

portant step aimed at promot-

ing renewable energy and en-

suring electricity access to ev-

ery household, Nathukonha

village in Dhamtari district has

become Chhattisgarh’s first so-

lar-powered village under the

Prime Minister Surya Ghar

Muft Bijli Yojana. The an-

nouncement was made re-

cently during the visit of Union

Agriculture Minister Shivraj

Singh Chouhan to Dhamtari.

The minister handed over a

certificate to the village head,

Akbar Mandavi, officially

recognising Nathukonha as a

solar village. According to in-

formation, all households in

the village have been equipped

with solar panels under this

scheme. Now the residents are

getting free electricity.

 Houses are full of bright lights

like never before. This scheme

provides subsidies from the

central and state governments

to those who want to install

Chhattisgarh’s first solar village:
Nathukonha now powered by free energy

solar panels in their homes.

The aim is to deliver free

electricity to citizens.

 and also to encourage the use

of solar energy to make the

country self-reliant in power

generation.

Located along the banks of

the Madamsilli Dam,

Nathukonha is surrounded by

forests and hills and is home

to 27 tribal families. The in-

stallation of solar panels un-

der the scheme ensures that

villagers now have electricity

throughout the year, greatly

improving their quality of

life.

The villagers, who previously

relied on kerosene lamps and

a limited grid supply, can now

power lights, fans, and small

appliances, transforming

daily life and creating oppor-

tunities for education and

economic activities.

Village head Akbar Mandavi

expressed pride and gratitude

on behalf of the community.

Coupang swings
to Q2 loss on data breach fines
Seoul, Aug 10 : E-commerce

giant Coupang said on Mon-

day it swung to a net loss in

the second quarter from a

year earlier due to fines re-

lated to a massive data

breach.

In the three months that

ended in June, the U.S.-listed

company shifted to a net loss

of 865 billion won (US$570

million) from a net profit of

43.5 billion won in the same pe-

riod last year, it said in a press re-

lease. Coupang, which generates

most of its revenue from its Ko-

rean operations, has faced strong

public backlash following the dis-

closure of a data breach in Novem-

ber 2025 involving more than 37

million customers, reports Yonhap

news agency.

In June, the Personal Information

Protection Commission imposed

a record fine of

624.7 billion won

over the data

breach and the

collection of users'

online activity

without their con-

sent. Sales in the

Product Com-

merce segment, its

core online shop-

ping business.

Tax amendment bill a positive step

for data centre ecosystem: Nasscom
New Delhi, Aug 10 : Industry on

Monday hailed the Taxation and

Other Laws (Amendment) Bill,

2026, which proposes to simplify

the tax exemption framework intro-

duced under the Finance Act, 2026

for foreign companies procuring

services from specified data centres

in India.  The Bill removes the need

for case-specific notifications for

both foreign companies and data

centres, while also recognising data

centre facilities operated through

ownership or leasing “While the Bill

is currently before Parliament, the

proposed changes is a positive step

for the industry.”
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RBI projects GDP growth at 6.7 pc

for FY27 as India remains fastest-growing economy
New Delhi, Aug 10 : Terming

India as the fastest-growing

economy amid persistent glo-

bal uncertainties, the Reserve

Bank of India (RBI) on Mon-

day projected real GDP growth

at 6.7 per cent for FY27, 10

bps higher than its previous

projection of 6.6 per cent in the

prevision Monetary Policy

Committee (MPC) meeting.

In his address, RBI Governor

New Delhi, Aug 10 :

India’s shift to electric ve-

hicles is becoming a key

economic driver, with EV

sales rising 46-fold from

about 50,000 units in

2016 to 2.3 million units

in 2025 and the market is

projected to grow to

$191.04 billion by 2034

at a CAGR of 54.94 per

cent, the government said

on Monday.  India’s

growth has outpaced glo-

India’s EV sales likely to
grow 55 pc annually through 2034

bal trends, where EV sales

increased roughly 20 times-

from 9.18 lakh in 2016 to

18.78 million in 2024, an of-

ficial statement said.  The EV

battery market is likely to grow

from $2.71 billion in 2025 to

$15.90 billion by 2034 at a

CAGR of 21.70 per cent. India

aims for 30 per cent of all ve-

hicle sales to be electric by

2030 and plans 1.32 million

charging stations by 2030 to

strengthen the ecosystem.

BUSINESS MAIL

Sanjay Malhotra pegged Q1 FY27

GDP growth at 7 per cent, Q2 at

6.4 per cent, Q3 at 6.5 per cent,

and Q4 at 6.8 per cent.

He said that supply-side pressures

from the West Asia conflict have

eased somewhat since June 2026.

However, the re-escalation of the

conflict since the first week of July

has amplified volatility in energy

prices and renewed uncertainty

around supply chains.
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Thiruvananthapuram/New

Delhi, Aug 10 : A proposal to

bring together eight premier sci-

entific and research institutions

in Thiruvananthapuram under a

coordinated research cluster re-

ceived an encouraging response

from the Centre on Monday, with

Union Minister for Science and

Technology Dr Jitendra Singh

expressing willingness to discuss

the initiative with Kerala Chief

Minister V.D. Satheesan.

The proposal was discussed dur-

ing a meeting between

Thiruvananthapuram MP Dr

Shashi Tharoor and the Union

Minister in New Delhi.

In a social media post after the

meeting, Tharoor said the min-

ister had fully embraced the idea

Shashi Tharoor's proposal to
unite 8 scientific and research institutes gets Central boost

of creating a collaborative re-

search cluster and was willing to

take it forward as a model of Cen-

tre-State cooperation.

He said the projects under the pro-

posed cluster would be conceived

and developed by the institutions

themselves.

"I am looking forward to further

discussions in

Thiruvananthapuram," Tharoor

said, describing the meeting as

excellent. The proposed cluster

will bring together eight leading

national institutions located in and

around the capital city -- the

Rajiv Gandhi Centre for Bio-

technology (RGCB), the Indian

Institute of Science Education

and Research (IISER), the Na-

tional Centre for Earth Science

Studies (NCESS), the Central

Tuber Crops Research Institute

(CTCRI), the CSIR-National

Institute for Interdisciplinary

Science and Technology (CSIR-

NIIST), the Indian Institute of

Space Science and Technology

(IIST), the Centre for Develop-

ment of Advanced Computing

(C-DAC), and the Sree Chitra

Tirunal Institute for Medical

Sciences and Technology

(SCTIMST). Six of these insti-

tutions fall within Tharoor's Lok

Sabha constituency. The pro-

posal builds on an initiative

launched in September last year

when these eight institutions

signed a Memorandum of Under-

standing to deepen academic and

research collaboration.

Shillong, Aug 10 :Meghalaya Chief Minister

Conrad K. Sangma on Monday laid the founda-

tion stone for a multi-facility building at

Dakopgre in West Garo Hills, describing the

project as a “long-cherished aspiration” of the

local community and reaffirming the

government’s focus on inclusive development.

Addressing a gathering of community members,

officials, and local leaders, Sangma said the

project symbolises the transformation underway

in the state over the past eight years.  “Together

with my colleagues and officers, we have worked

as a team to bring visible and meaningful

changes. It is encouraging to see the pace of de-

velopment in Tura,” he said.  The Chief Minis-

ter emphasised that the proposed facility should

serve as a vibrant community hub for youth and

women. He suggested that the building accom-

modate skill development programmes, indoor

games, music and activity spaces, coaching cen-

tres, and study facilities. Stressing the need for

women’s empowerment, he also called for train-

ing initiatives in tailoring, handicrafts, and food

processing. Highlighting key infrastructure ini-

tiatives, Sangma pointed to projects such as the

P. A. Sangma Integrated Sports Complex, the

Additional Secretariat, and an upcoming five-star

hotel, which he said would significantly boost

tourism and economic activity in the region.

Meghalaya CM lays foundation

stone for multi-facility building in Tura

Srinagar, Aug 10 : J&K Lt Gover-

nor (L-G) Manoj Sinha on Monday

advised students to use skills ac-

quired at universities for nation build-

ing and improving the lives of people.

He was addressing the Alumni Meet

of Sharda University in Srinagar.

In his address, he extended his felici-

tations to the Alumni, Management,

Faculty and Students of Sharda Uni-

versity. He exhorted the youth to put

the skills acquired at the University

to good use in nation-building and

improving the lives of the people.

“Education is a rare opportunity and

represents infinite power. Education

is the only asset, and it is like a small

lamp which has the power to defeat

the immense darkness.

 Youth should explore the spiritual

and cultural dimension of education

and cherish its value system,” he said.

He also highlighted that the alumni

play a crucial role in networking and

mentorship.

J&K L-G advises students

to use skills for nation building

New Delhi, Aug 10 : BJP

Member of Parliament Bansuri

Swaraj on Monday slammed

Lok Sabha Leader of Opposi-

tion (LoP) Rahul Gandhi over

his recent remarks targeting

the Rashtriya Swayamsevak

Sangh (RSS), alleging that the

Congress leader "lacks the vi-

BJP's Bansuri Swaraj attacks Rahul over
RSS remarks, questions his silence on Jharkhand exams row

sion for a positive agenda" and

relies on accusations instead of

constructive politics.

Her remarks came against the

backdrop of Rahul Gandhi's con-

tinued criticism of the RSS, in

which he has accused the

organisation of attempting "insti-

tutional capture", rewriting India's

history and exercising influence

over key Union ministries and

public universities through the

backdoor. Reacting to the remarks,

Bansuri Swaraj accused Rahul

Gandhi of lacking a developmen-

tal vision and said his politics was

centred on allegations rather than

meaningful public discourse.

Speaking to reporters, she said,

"Leader of the Opposition Rahul

Gandhi has neither a vision for

development nor a positive

agenda. His politics is based only

on allegations and creating illu-

sions. Due to a lack of facts, he

repeatedly targets national and

ideological organisations."

Chandigarh, Aug 10 : Mak-

ing yet another breakthrough

in the 30 kg heroin seizure

case, Amritsar Commiss

ionerate Police has arrested

two more accused, including a

juvenile, and recovered an ad-

ditional 5.041 kg heroin, said

Director General of Police

(DGP) Punjab Gaurav Yadav

here on Monday.

Those arrested have been iden-

Juvenile among two held
in 30 kg heroin seizure case in Punjab

tified as Abhishek, a resident of

Chheharta in Amritsar, and one Ju-

venile. The accused has a criminal

background, with previous cases

registered against him under the

Arms Act, the NDPS Act, snatch-

ing and assault-related offences.

The development comes close on

the heels of the arrest of six indi-

viduals -- Gautam, Kabir, Sameer,

Gurpreet and two juveniles-- after

recovering 30.045 kg of heroin from

Bhopal, Aug 10 : The Con-

gress on Monday reviewed its

organisational structure in

Madhya Pradesh and dis-

cussed ways to strengthen the

party’s grassroots network un-

der the ongoing ‘Sangathan

Srijan Abhiyan’.

The review meeting was

chaired by Congress General

Secretary (Organisation) K.C.

Venugopal at Indira Bhavan in

New Delhi.

It was attended by AICC in-

charge for Madhya Pradesh

Harish Chaudhary, Pradesh

Congress Committee president

Jitu Patwari, Leader of Oppo-

sition Umang Singhar, and

MP: Congress reviews
‘Sangathan Srijan’ exercise

AICC secretaries handling

the state. In a post on X after

the meeting, Venugopal

wrote that he held an in-depth

discussion on organisational

strengthening initiatives in

Madhya Pradesh with Harish

Chaudhary, Jitu Patwari,

Umang Singhar, and con-

cerned AICC secretaries.

He added that the party also

met District Congress Com-

mittee (DCC) presidents ap-

pointed last year under the

Sangathan Srijan Abhiyan to

gather feedback and sugges-

tions on measures to further

rebuild the organisation in

the state.

Lucknow, Aug 10 : Uttar

Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath on Monday said

that the state has undergone

a fundamental transforma-

tion since 2017, shedding its

image of crime and anarchy

to emerge as a state defined

by “technology, trust and

transformation”.

Replying to the debate on the

Governor’s Address in the

'Rule of law' has replaced
'riot culture' in UP, says CM Yogi

Legislative Council, the Chief

Minister launched an attack on the

opposition, accusing it of disre-

specting constitutional traditions

through its conduct during the

Governor’s speech. Such

behaviour, he said, weakens

democratic institutions.

CM Yogi claimed that curfews and

riots, once seen as the hallmark of

the state, have now been replaced

by governance rooted in the “rule
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of law.” “Uttar Pradesh has moved

from being a ‘fear zone’ to a ‘faith

zone’,” he declared.

Citing the participation of over 40

lakh devotees in the Triveni bath

on Mahashivratri as proof of im-

proved law and order, he high-

lighted the deployment of more

than 44,000 women personnel in

the police force and the creation

of modern training centres and

barracks as milestones in

strengthening security infra-

structure. The Chief Minister

said the state, once labelled a

“BIMARU”, now contributes

9.5 per cent to the national GDP,

with per capita income having

tripled.

He maintained that no new

taxes have been imposed in the

past eight-and-a-half years, tax

evasion has been curbed, and

the state is now revenue-sur-

plus. Security, convenience and

policy clarity -- the pillars of the

double engine government.

their possession last week. DGP

Yadav said the investigation has re-

vealed that the accused were linked

to a Dubai-based smuggler who was

facilitating the supply of heroin con-

signments from across the border.

Further investigation is underway

to identify other associates involved

in the network, trace the financial

trail, and uncover possible hawala

connections, he said. Sharing op-

erational details, Commissioner of

Police (Amritsar) Gurpreet

Singh Bhullar said, acting on

linkages established during the

investigation, the police have

recovered an additional 2.006

kg heroin from the possession

of the arrested accused Kabir

and also arrested his two asso-

ciates on his disclosure state-

ment.



Pakistan Defence Minister
preparing to deploy iron fist on PoJK: Report
Islamabad, Aug 10 : Pakistan's

Defence Minister Khawaja Asif

equating protesters of Pakistan-

occupied Jammu and Kashmir

(PoK) with India and calling them

"enemies" indicates that he is pre-

paring to deploy the iron fist on

the occupied territory, a report has

revealed.

"I put them (protesters) in the

same category as India and con-

sider them also as enemies like

India," Asif said in a video that has

surfaced on various social media

platforms. His remarks came amid

the ongoing unrest in PoJK, which

has claimed dozens of lives. Vid-

eos of Pakistani security person-

nel openly firing on civilians in

PoJK's Rawalakot and several

other areas have also gone viral

on social media.

'His comment does not bode well

for the people of PoJK. By por-

traying the protesters as 'enemies,'

Asif is preparing to deploy the iron

fist on PoJK," Sudha

Ramachandran wrote in a report

in The Diplomat.

At least 21 protesters were killed

and dozens of others injured when

Pakistani security forces opened

fire on protesters in PoJK on July

27. The protesters led by the Joint

Awami Action Committee

(JAAC), a coalition of traders, stu-

dents and civil society

organisations, had gathered at

Rawalakot and had started march-

ing towards Muzaffarabad, when

the Pakistani forces launched a

crackdown. Casualty figures are

difficult to confirm as the Paki-

stan authorities imposed a shut-

down on communications in

PoJK.

Formed in 2023, the JAAC ini-

tially raised issues of a hike in

wheat prices and electricity tar-

iffs. However, in 2025, the

JAAC called for governance and

electoral reforms, like the aboli-

tion of refugee seats in PoJK as-

sembly, which are reserved for

people who migrated from

India's Kashmir after 1947, the

majority of whom do not reside

in PoJK. Among the PoJK legis-

lative assembly's 53 seats, 12 are

reserved for refugees, eight for

women, ulema (Islamic scholars)

and technocrats, resulting in only

33 seats left for direct polling.

All the political parties in PoJK

have exploited the refugee seats

to form the government in the

occupied territory, according to

The Diplomat report.

Indian diaspora 'look forward' to give

rousing welcome to PM Modi ahead of arrival in Slovakia
Bratislava, Aug 10 : As

Prime Minister Narendra

Modi is set to arrive in

Bratislava on Monday

evening, the Indian diaspora

in Slovakia is eagerly await-

ing and "looking forward" to

give a rousing welcome to the

Prime Minister.   On the sec-

ond leg of his trip, at the in-

vitation of the Slovak Prime

Minister Robert Fico, Prime

Minister Modi is set to arrive

on a two-day State Visit to the

Slovakia till June 16.

Earlier on Sunday evening,

PM Modi concluded his suc-

cessful visit with French

President Emmanuel Macron

in Nice, the first leg of his

visit to France.

This will be the first-ever

visit by an Indian Prime Min-

ister to Slovakia since its In-

dependence in 1993. On PM

Modi's visit to Slovakia, a mem-

ber of Indian diaspora said, "I'm

already getting goosebumps. It is

a historical moment and we are all

so excited. I can’t tell you, I feel

proud. It is giving a thrilling kind

of feeling, of course, and it is be-

yond words, truly fascinating... He

is a kind of a legend..."

Commenting on PM Modi's

Slovakia visit, another member of

Indian diaspora said, "I think this

is the biggest moment for

Slovakia... Because Slovakia is a

very small community, but

now slowly industrialisation is

increasing. Trade between In-

dia and Slovakia is increasing

because of the EU-India deal.

We are very excited to have

PM Modi in Slovakia. This is

a very big moment for us... We

are very happy and have been

waiting for a long time. We

welcome PM Modi with open

arms..." Another Indian com-

munity member said, "This is

a matter of great pride for us

that, for the first time.

Congress steps up cadre rebuild in

MP, plans statewide outreach drive soon
Bhopal, Aug 10 : The Madhya Pradesh Congress

Committee on Monday intensified its organisational

revamp, directing district leaders to strengthen party

cadres at the grassroots.

The decision was taken at a high-level meeting of

district in-charges held at Indira Bhawan. The meet-

ing was chaired by the state in-charge, Harish

Chaudhary, and the state Congress president, Jitu

Patwari. Senior leaders, including Sukhdev Panse,

Sanjay Kamle, All India Congress Committee secre-

taries Usha Naidu and Sanjay Dutt, along with dis-

trict in-charges from across the state, were present at

the meeting.?

The leadership conducted a detailed review of the

party’s organisational status across Madhya Pradesh.

It identified gaps at the booth and village levels and

stressed the need for sustained grassroots

engagement to rebuild the party structure.

District in-charges were directed to accel-

erate organisational activities in their re-

spective regions. They were asked to main-

tain regular contact with party workers and

ensure that local public issues are raised

more effectively to reconnect with voters.?

Leaders emphasised strengthening the

party at the village level and expanding its

presence in rural and semi-urban areas.

London, Aug 10 :

Bangladesh is grappling with

fuel shortages, rising prices,

and diplomatic uncertainty

while attempting to avoid of-

fending any major power. The

government's carefully worded

statements during the recent

conflict in West Asia have

drawn criticism at home and

scrutiny abroad, a report stated

on Monday. According to the

UK-based Middle East Moni-

tor, at a deeper level, the situa-

tion reflects a more fundamen-

tal issue – the absence of a co-

herent foreign policy strategy in

Bangladesh. A reactive, risk-

averse posture shaped more by

dependency than principle is,

the report stated, a condition that

can be described as foreign

policy bankruptcy.

"The US–Israel war on Iran has

shaken the whole world. The

surprising air attacks on Febru-

ary 28, amid ongoing diplo-

matic negotiations, came as a

shocking development, drawing

Bangladesh’s ‘foreign policy

bankruptcy’ laid bare amid global crisis: Report
condemnations and muted re-

sponses from around the

world. Bangladesh's reactions

to the war, crafted in measured

words, condemned violations

of sovereignty of the Gulf

states by Iranian

counterstrikes, but not Iran's

sovereignty violated by the

US and Israel," the report de-

tailed. "The reference to Iran

as the primary victim was

missing, exposing not just

economic vulnerability, which

is widely acknowledged, but

a deeper, structural weakness

in Bangladesh's foreign

policy. The war has not cre-

ated this weakness; it has sim-

ply revealed it," it added.

The report underscored that

while the Iran war remains

geographically distant, its re-

percussions are immediate,

leaving Bangladesh affected

despite not being a partici-

pant — a reflection of the

"paradox of globalisation"

for smaller states.

Brussels, Aug 10 : Euro-

pean Commissioner for

Home Affairs and Migra-

tion, Magnus Brunner, on

Monday confirmed that the

Ceuta migration crisis is

now "resolved", local me-

dia reported.

"Spain confirmed today, as

previously stated, that prac-

tically all those who en-

tered Ceuta have now re-

turned. No one has crossed

the border from Ceuta to

mainland Spain and conti-

nental Europe," stated the

European Commissioner at

a press conference in Brus-

sels at the end of the infor-

mal videoconference of the

Council of Interior Minis-

ters, Italian News Agency

Adnkronos reported.

He also mentioned that

there were no "criticisms"

regarding the massive

regularisations of migrants

decided by Spain.

Ceuta migration

crisis resolved; no

one crossed border:

EU Commissioner

Rio De Janeiro, Aug 10 : The

Brazilian government strongly

condemned the US State

Department's decision to alter the

visa status of Brazil's ambassa-

dor to Washington, Maria Luiza

Ribeiro Viotti, calling the rea-

sons cited by the United States

"false."  The US government re-

voked the Brazilian

ambassador's visa in retaliation

for Brazil's refusal last month to

issue visas to two US State De-

partment officials and its delay in

approving US President Donald

Trump's nominee for ambassador

to Brazil. In a statement, the Bra-

zilian government defended its

decision to deny entry visas to the

two US officials, saying they in-

tended to visit Brazil to question

the integrity of the country's elec-

toral system, which it described as

an unacceptable attempt to inter-

Brazil condemns
US visa action against ambassador

fere in domestic political affairs,

Xinhua news agency reported.

Regarding Washington's criticism

of the approval process for the new

US ambassador, Brazil said the

United States had publicly an-

nounced its nominee before for-

mally requesting approval, in vio-

lation of Article 4 of the Vienna

Convention on Diplomatic Rela-

tions.

"There is no rule in the Vienna

Convention stipulating a deadline

for granting agreement," the state-

ment said, adding that the US re-

quest remains under review. The

statement also noted that unilat-

eral US sanctions against Brazil-

ian officials, including Supreme

Court justices and senior govern-

ment officials whose US visas

were revoked over allegations of

political persecution, remain in

place.

Jerusalem, Aug 10 : Israel ex-

pects Washington to preserve its

access to more advanced US

weaponry, a spokesperson for

the Prime Minister's Office said,

commenting on US plans to sell

F-35 fighter jets to Saudi Arabia.

Israel is currently the only

Middle Eastern country operat-

ing the advanced stealth aircraft,

and US law requires that any

arms sales in the region do not

erode Israel's "qualitative mili-

tary edge" over its neighbours,

Xinhua news agency reported.

"The United States and Israel

have a long-standing understand-

ing, which is that Israel main-

tains the qualitative edge when

it comes to its defense," spokes-

woman Shosh Bedrosian told

reporters.

"That has been true yesterday,

that has been true today, and the

Prime Minister (Benjamin

Netanyahu).

Israel expects US to

safeguard its military

edge amid Saudi F-35 deal
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US says southern route through Strait of

Hormuz remains open, over 1,000 vessels assisted
Washington, Aug 10 : The

United States Central Com-

mand (CENTCOM) said the

southern route through the

strategically vital Strait of

Hormuz remains open for

commercial shipping, despite

what it described as continued

Iranian aggression, adding that

US forces have helped more

than 1,000 vessels safely tran-

sit the waterway over the past

three months. In a post on X,

US CENTCOM said, “The

southern route through the

Strait of Hormuz remains free

and open for all commercial

vessels seeking to transit the

international waterway. Over

the past three months, U.S.

forces have assisted more than

1,000 vessels in successfully

transiting the strait despite un-

warranted Iranian aggression,

and these transits continue to-

day.” The statement comes

amid heightened tensions in

the Gulf.

US Congressional panel

splits on disability wage rule
Washington, Aug 10 : A House

hearing in Wisconsin has reig-

nited the US debate over disabil-

ity employment and wages, with

lawmakers weighing whether

Section 14(c)—which ties pay to

productivity for some workers

with significant disabilities—

protects “dignity” and “purpose”

through work or should be ended

in favor of competitive, inte-

grated jobs.  The hearing was

held at Green Valley Enterprises

in Beaver Dam this past week.

Rep. Glenn Grothman said the

goal was to move the discussion

“out of the Beltway” and into

“the real world.”



Mumbai, Aug 10 : The Maharashtra government, which has

launched an ambitious plan to make the state drought-free,

will require Rs 2.56 lakh crore to complete 225 irrigation

projects that are either pending from earlier or have been

taken up since July 2022, when Eknath Shinde assumed of-

fice as Chief Minister.  The data relating to the performance

of the Irrigation Department since July 2022 was presented

at the state Cabinet meeting.

As per the presentation made at the meeting, the total cost of

the approved 225 irrigation projects, including previously

approved and newly approved ones, is Rs 4.35 lakh crore. Of

this, Rs 1.78 lakh crore has already been spent, while the

state requires an additional Rs 2.56 lakh crore to complete

the projects.

“The requirement of funds looks large in absolute terms, but

it also includes the project cost of recently approved river-

linking projects. It is not merely revised administrative ap-

proval for existing projects,” an official from the state’s Irri-

Maharashtra needs Rs 2.56 lakh

crore to complete 225 irrigation projects

gation Department said. The state has undertaken the

Wainganga–Nalganga and Damanganga–Vaitarna–

Godavari river-linking projects, which are jointly

expected to cost around Rs 1.15 lakh crore.

Irrigation Minister Girish Mahajan did not respond

to queries regarding the requirement of funds to com-

plete the projects.

Another official from the department said that sev-

eral projects have been pending for decades, leading

to cost escalations.

New Delhi, Aug 10 : The Delhi govern-

ment is planning to establish 34 to 36

Ayushman Arogya Mandirs under the

Pradhan Mantri Ayushman Bharat Health

Infrastructure Mission, Health Minister

Pankaj Singh said on Monday. Speaking

exclusively to IANS, the Health Minister

said: "We are planning to set up around

34 or 35 kendras. I can’t confirm the ex-

act number right now - it could be 30 or

36. We will reveal the final figure within

the next 15 to 20 days."

Singh further slammed the opposition

AAP over the recent Comptroller and

Auditor General (CAG) report.

"I would advise the Opposition (AAP) to

learn to face the truth. If there is a CAG

report, they should at least sit down and

review the mistakes they have made. They

have cheated the people of Delhi and com-

mitted errors. Who will stop them from

paying the fines for these mistakes and

accepting the truth?" he stated.

Citing the CAG reports presented during

the Delhi Assembly Budget session, show-

casing many irregularities of the AAP re-

gime, Pankaj Singh said: "Those involved

in scams will not be spared. We are fo-

cused on our work, and our party genu-

inely cares about the health system and is

taking steps to improve healthcare infra-

structure."

34-36 Ayushman Arogya

Mandirs to be built in Delhi : Pankaj Singh

Bhopal, Aug 10 : Madhya

Pradesh government has set a

deadline to complete construc-

tion work in 107 government

hostels by August 15 and start

mess facilities without further

delay to ensure better residential

facilities for students.

A direction in this regard was

issued during a review meeting

of the Backward Classes and Mi-

nority Welfare and Nomadic

&amp; Semi-Nomadic Tribes

Welfare Department at the

Mantralaya, where the minister

reviewed the progress of depart-

mental schemes and hostel infra-

structure. During the review

meeting on Monday evening,

Minister of State for Backward

Classes and Minority Welfare

Krishna Gaur expressed displea-

sure over the delay in prepara-

tions for mess facilities and in-

structed officials to complete all

pending construction work

within the stipulated deadline.

“There should be no delay in

completing the construction

work or starting mess facilities.

All pending work in the 107 hos-

tels must be completed by Au-

gust 15 so that students get nu-

tritious food and better residen-

tial facilities,” she said.

MP govt sets Aug 15 deadline

to complete work in

107 hostels, launch mess facilities

Gurugram, Aug 10 : The Munici-

pal Corporation of Gurugram

(MCG) has prepared a plan to build

a new drain to prevent the leachate

seeping out from the Bandhwadi

landfill site to the Aravalli forests

area.

Gurugram: MCG to build

drain to prevent leachate

at Bandhwadi landfill site

NHRC summons Delhi Police Commissioner over delay

in enquiry into Instagram ads promoting child sexual abuse material
New Delhi, Aug 10 : The National Human

Rights Commission (NHRC) on Monday is-

sued summons to the Delhi Police Commis-

sioner for failing to submit an Action Taken

Report (ATR) within the stipulated time in a

case concerning allegations that paid adver-

tisements displayed on Instagram promoted

Child Sexual Abuse Material (CSAM) in In-

dia and redirected users to Telegram channels

where such content was allegedly being of-

fered for sale.  A Bench presided over by

NHRC Member Priyank Kanoongo had ear-

lier taken suo motu cognisance of media re-

ports published by the BBC World Service al-

leging that advertisements carrying expres-

sions such as "rape video" and "child video"

were displayed on

Instagram and con-

tinued to remain ac-

cessible despite be-

ing reported

through the

platform's griev-

ance mechanism.

New Delhi, Aug 10 : The

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

on Monday launched a sharp

attack on Lok Sabha Leader of

Opposition Rahul Gandhi, ac-

cusing him of deliberately dis-

rupting Parliament to avoid a

discussion on the Modi

government's record of bring-

ing fugitive offenders back to

India from abroad.

The BJP claimed that between

2019 and 2026, the Centre suc-

cessfully brought back 274 fu-

gitives from 36 countries and

described it as government's

commitment for bringing of-

'Rahul disrupting Parliament to
avoid discussion', says BJP spokesperson Gaurav Bhatia

Delhi Police arrest thief wanted
in snatching mobile phone of BSF man
New Delhi, Aug 10 : Delhi

Police on Monday arrested a

thief wanted in a mobile

phone snatching case after

sustained technical surveil-

lance and intensive field ef-

forts by the Jama Masjid Po-

lice Station team of the Cen-

tral District. The original

Aadhaar card of the com-

plainant was also recovered

during the operation.

According to a statement re-

leased by the Central District

Police, the incident occurred

on September 16, when a

case of mobile snatching was

reported at Jama Masjid Po-

lice Station. The complain-

ant, a BSF personnel who

had come to Delhi for on-

ward posting, visited the

Jama Masjid area. At around

6 pm, while walking near the Ser-

vice Road at Kabutar Market, he

was intercepted by two unknown

individuals—one obstructed his

path while the other snatched his

Vivo V-40E mobile phone, which

contained one ATM card.

The complainant immediately

raised an alarm by shouting

“Chor-Chor,” prompting ASI

Neeraj Tyagi and Constable

Sumit, who were patrolling the

area, to rush to the spot. They

managed to apprehend one of

the accused, and the snatched

mobile phone was recovered

from his possession.

Based on the complainant’s

statement and the circum-

stances of the incident.

Itanagar, Aug 10: The Indian Army

and a telecommunications firm have

signed a Memorandum of Under-

standing (MoU) to expand mobile

connectivity in remote areas of

Arunachal Pradesh's Kameng district

in a major initiative aimed at improv-

ing communication infrastructure

and enhancing the quality of life in

border regions, officials said on

Monday.  Defence spokesman Lt Col

Mahendra Rawat said that, in a sig-

nificant step towards nation-building

through military-civil integration, the

Indian Army and a private telecom-

munications company have signed

the MoU to expand communication

infrastructure in remote areas of the

border state. The MoU was also

signed to develop infrastructure and

establish mobile connectivity in re-

mote areas of Kameng district in

western Arunachal Pradesh.

Army-led initiative to bring

mobile connectivity to

remote border villages in Arunachal

New Delhi, Aug 10 : A provision of free, lifelong

medical treatment, including reconstructive surger-

ies, disability benefits and Zero FIR are among the

key recommendations made by the National Com-

mission for Women (NCW) to the government to

strengthen rehabilitation, care and justice for acid

attack survivors, an official said on Monday.

The NCW recommendations, based on the Round

Table Consultation titled 'Navjeevan: A Consulta-

tion on Care, Justice &amp; Dignity for Acid At-

tack Survivors' held in January, also talk of

recognising acid attack survivors under the Rights

of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016. The Com-

mission suggested issuance of disability certificates;

integration into the Unique Disability ID system.

NCW suggests free reconstructive surgeries,

disability benefits, Zero FIR for acid attack survivors
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fenders to justice in India.

Addressing a press conference at

the BJP headquarters in New

Delhi, the party's national spokes-

person Gaurav Bhatia questioned

why Parliament was repeatedly

being disrupted and blamed Rahul

Gandhi for the ongoing impasse.

"A very important subject needs

to be discussed today. Everyone

is wondering why the Leader of

the Opposition, the immature, ir-

responsible, part-time Leader of

the Opposition, Rahul Gandhi, is

not allowing Parliament to func-

tion. Why is it that the immature,

part-time, irresponsible Leader of

the Opposition, Rahul Gandhi, is

preventing Parliament from func-

tioning?" Bhatia said.

He alleged that the political con-

test in the country represented a

clash of two contrasting ideolo-

gies, claiming, "On the other side,

Leader of the Opposition Rahul

Gandhi only works to divide the

country. Standing with anarchic

elements makes one anarchic as

well," he said.

Highlighting what he described as

the achievements of the Modi gov-

ernment, Bhatia said the figures

relating to the extradition and re-

turn of fugitive offenders should

make every Indian proud.

He said that under the Modi

government's zero-tolerance

policy, 274 fugitive criminals had

been brought back to India from

36 countries between 2019 and

2026.

"On average, 40 fugitives have

been brought back every year. No

matter where they were hiding in

the world, they were tracked

down, arrested, and brought back

to India. They will now face trial

under the law. That is the strength

of Prime Minister Narendra

Modi," he added.

Drawing a comparison with the

previous Congress-led govern-

ment, Bhatia urged people to ex-

amine the difference in perfor-

mance and claimed, "You will get

the answer to why Rahul Gandhi

does not want Parliament to func-

tion. When these figures are

placed before Parliament, the

people will ask why such po-

litical will was not visible dur-

ing the Congress government's

tenure." The BJP spokesperson

further claimed that during the

period from 2004 to 2013, only

around four fugitives were

brought back annually.



Taipei, Aug 10 : Taiwan's President Lai Ching-te on

Monday urged the international community to oppose

China's 'ethnic unity' law and expressed Taipei's firm

stance against authoritarian expansion and transnational

repression, local media reported. In his address at the open-

ing of the 10th annual Ketagalan Forum on Tuesday, Presi-

dent Lai said that the ethnic unity law, which came into

effect in China on July 1, threatens Taiwan's sovereignty,

persecutes ethnic or religious minorities, demonstrates

China's use of transnational repression and poses a threat

to people in the world through political censorship, Tai-

wan-based Taipei Times reported. He expressed Taiwan's

commitment to upholding the principles of democracy

while maintaining peace and security in the Indo-Pacific

region. "At the Ketagalan Forum, I emphasized Taiwan's

firm stance against authoritarian expansion and

transnational repression. The international community

must oppose China's red terror and its malicious law on

'ethnic unity.' We will strengthen countermeasures through

global cooperation," Lai Ching-te posted on X.

The Ketagalan Forum 2026 Indo-Pacific Security Dia-

logue is co-hosted by Taiwan's Ministry of Foreign Af-

fairs and the Taiwan Institute of Economic Research in

Taipei. In July, over 50 Uyghur civil society organisations

strongly condemned China's Law on the Promotion of

Ethnic Unity and Progress (Ethnic Unity Law) and urged

the international community to take meaningful action to

Taiwan President urges international

community to stand against China's 'ethnic unity' law

repeal the legislation. According to a joint statement,

the law is not a “technical administrative measure”

but a “legislative instrument of forced assimilation”.

It noted that the legislation explicitly conflates the

Chinese nation with the Chinese Communist Party

(CCP) and demands that ethnic groups abandon their

distinct identities in favour of loyalty to the Party,

the Han-defined “motherland,” and “Socialism with

Chinese Characteristics.” Under this framework, the

organisations said, the Uyghur, Tibetan, Mongolian,

and other non-Han identities are permitted to exist

only insofar as they are absorbed into a single, CCP-

defined Chinese nation. “The law’s reach is sweep-

ing. It entrenches Mandarin as the language of edu-

cation, displacing Uyghur, Tibetan, and Southern

Mongolian languages from the classroom and pub-

lic life. It mandates the ‘sinicisation’ of religion, sub-

ordinating faith to Party ideology.

Melbourne, Aug 10 : Japan

and Australia on Monday said

that they have signed the con-

tracts to jointly deliver three of

the 11 ships for the Australian

Navy. These ships are based on

the upgraded Mogami-class

frigate of Japan, as reported by

a Japanese news outlet.

Japanese Defence Minister

Shinjiro Koizumi and his Aus-

tralian counterpart Richard

Marles, who also doubles as

Deputy Prime Minister, an-

nounced this deal in

Japan, Australia sign
contract to jointly deliver three frigates

Melbourne, Kyodo news reported. Mitsubishi

Heavy Industries Ltd., which produces the

Mogami-class vessels, also signed the contract.

After the talks, in a joint press conference aboard

the Mogami-class Kumano frigate, Marles said

that these vessels will be built in Japan and de-

livered to Australia in December 2029.

Over 10 years, the government of Australia will

invest up to AU$20 billion ($14.4 billion) for the

development of a new fleet, the report mentioned.

These upgraded Mogami-class frigates come with

32-cell Vertical Launch and a range of 10,000

nautical miles. According to the government of

Australia, the vessels will be equipped with sur-

face-to-air and anti-ship missiles.

Manila, Aug 10 : Three alleged members of the

rebel New People's Army (NPA) were killed dur-

ing an encounter with government troops in Abra

province in the northern Philippines on Monday,

according to local media reports.  The Philippine

authorities said troops encountered about 10 sus-

pected NPA members while conducting pursuit

operations in the area. Soldiers later recovered

the bodies of the three suspected rebels along with

three high-powered firearms, Xinhua News

Agency reported. The local government and the

Philippine Army have urged local residents to re-

main vigilant and report suspicious individuals

or activities as security operations in the region

continue. On July 30, two alleged members of the

NPA were killed, and another was captured fol-

Three militants killed in Northern
Philippines' clash with government troops

lowing a clash with Philippine

Army troops in Oriental

Mindoro province in central

Philippines, according to local

media reports. The army said

the encounter occurred during

an operation after residents

reported the presence of an

armed group. Troops ex-

changed fire with around 10

suspected NPA members be-

fore the remaining rebels fled,

prompting pursuit operations.

The military said troops recov-

ered improvised explosive de-

vice components.

Washington, Aug 10 : The United

States and key global powers have

welcomed Libya’s agreement on a

unified national budget for 2026,

calling it a “critical step” towards

economic coordination, stability,

and long-term political unity in the

conflict-hit country.

In a joint statement released by

Washington and nine other govern-

ments, including Egypt, France,

Germany, Italy, Qatar, Saudi

Arabia, Türkiye, the United Arab

Emirates and the United Kingdom,

the signatories said they “welcome

the signing on April 11 of a uni-

fied 2026 budget for Libya, the

first Libyan national budget in over

a decade”. They described the

move as a breakthrough that could

help bridge divisions between ri-

val authorities in eastern and west-

ern Libya. “We applaud their con-

structive approach to reach this

agreement.

Libya unified

budget wins global backing

Paris, Aug 10 : French and

British rescue boats on Mon-

day rescued 173 migrants from

a boat that caught fire in the

English Channel near the

northwestern French city of

Boulogne-sur-Mer, local ad-

ministration said in a state-

ment.

According to a statement is-

sued by the French Maritime

Prefecture for the Channel and

the North Sea, a migrant boat

departed from the French side

on Monday night in an attempt

to cross the English Channel.

During a monitoring operation,

French rescue assets identified

five people on board in need

of assistance.

173 migrants rescued

after boat catches fire in English Channel
The five people were rescued

by coastguards, while the re-

maining occupants refused

assistance offered by France,

according to the statement,

Xinhua News Agency re-

ported.

On Monday morning, the

boat caught fire near the

boundary between French

and British waters, prompt-

ing French and British rescue

resources to launch a rescue

operation. The maritime pre-

fecture initially said 157

people had been rescued be-

fore revising the figure up-

ward to 173 later in the day.

"So far, we have not recorded

any serious injuries."

Washington, Aug 10 : Former US Na-

tional Security Adviser Lt Gen (rtd) H.

R. McMaster said the United States and

its allies must move quickly to secure

critical technologies and supply chains

as strategic competition with China

intensifies.

Speaking at a panel discussion at the

Thrive 2026 conference at Stanford

University, McMaster said years of

globalisation had left Western econo-

mies exposed by prioritising efficiency

over resilience. “We became compla-

cent,” he said, warning that supply

chains are now vulnerable in a period

of renewed great power rivalry.

McMaster

warns on China tech threat

United Nations, Aug 10 :

United Nations General As-

sembly President Annalena

Baerbock wants the Security

Council reformed to correct

the “historical injustice”, ac-

cording to her Spokesperson

La Neice Collins.

“She does believe (what)

should happen is that there

should be a discussion and a

debate on reforming the Se-

curity Council”, Collins said

on Monday.

“She has expressed repeat-

edly, for example, not hav-

ing any state from Africa be

part of the permanent

member[ship] ... is an histori-

cal injustice, and that it

(Council) is not representa-

tive of the world in which we

currently live”, Collins said.

As the president of the As-

UNGA president calls for Security Council reform

to address ‘historical injustice,’ says Spokesperson
sembly, Braerbock “has not ex-

pressed any backing for any par-

ticular plan, but she has made

clear that this organisation was

founded 80 years ago in a very

different time, and that it there

does need to be reformed to bring

it into line with 21st Century re-

alities”, she said.

Braerbock is a former foreign min-

ister of Germany, and while rep-

resenting the country, she advo-

cated for expanding the number of

permanent members on the Coun-

cil and permanent seats for India

and her country on a reformed

Council.

Germany is a member of the G4,

a group that includes India, Bra-

zil, and Japan, which lobbies for

Council reform.

Last year, she participated in a

meeting of G4 foreign ministers

along with External Affairs Min-

ister S Jaishankar and signed on to a statement

that “reiterated their support for each other’s

candidatures as aspiring new permanent members

in a reformed Security Council”.

The statement also said the ministers “voiced

strong concern over the persistent absence of sub-

stantial progress in the IGN (Inter-Governmental

Negotiations process for Council reform) and

underlined the urgent need to begin text-based

negotiations”.

As Assembly president, Braerbock recently ap-

pointed Permanent Representatives Tareq M. A.

M. AlBanai of Kuwait and Lise Gregoire-van

Haaren of the Netherlands as the co-chairs of the

IGN to recharge the negotiations.

Madrid, Aug 10 : The govern-

ments of Brazil, Mexico and

Spain expressed deep concern

over the grave humanitarian cri-

sis facing the Cuban people and

urged necessary measures to ease

the situation, according to a joint

statement published on the Span-

ish Foreign Ministry's website.

The three governments on Mon-

day, also called relevant parties

to avoid actions that worsen the

living conditions of the popula-

tion or that violate international

law, and pledged to increase, in

a coordinated manner, their hu-

manitarian response to alleviate

the suffering of the Cuban

people, Xinhua news agency re-

ported.

Brazil, Mexico and Spain urge action

over humanitarian crisis in Cuba
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Hockey World Cup 2026:
New format puts greater emphasis on pool-stage results
New Delhi, Aug 10 : The FIH

Hockey Men’s and Women’s

World Cup 2026 will feature a

revamped competition struc-

ture, with the traditional

quarterfinal stage scrapped and

the top two teams from each of

the two crossover pools ad-

vancing directly to the semi-fi-

nals as Belgium and the Neth-

erlands jointly host the tourna-

ment from August 15 to 30.

The new format means teams

will have little margin for er-

ror from the outset, with results

from the opening pool stage

potentially carrying over into

the next phase. India’s men

have been drawn alongside

England, Pakistan and Wales in Pool D, while the Indian

women will face China, England and South Africa in their

Pool D campaign. The tournament will begin with the 16

teams in each competition split across four pools of four.

From August 15 to 20, every team will play three matches

against the other sides in its pool, with the final stand-

ings determining the composition of the next phase.

The top two teams from Pools A and D will move into

Pool E, while the leading two teams from Pools B and C

will form Pool F. The teams finishing third and fourth in

Pools A and D will make up Pool G, with the correspond-

ing teams from Pools B and C placed in Pool H.

The second phase, scheduled from August 21 to 24, will

see teams play three more matches. However, one result

from the opening phase will carry forward — the out-

come of the Phase 1 match between the two teams that

progress from the same original pool.

This makes every pool match particularly significant, es-

pecially for sides targeting the semi-finals. The top two

finishers from Pool E and Pool F will advance directly to the

last four. The semi-final match-ups will be Pool E winners vs

Pool F runners-up and Pool F winners vs Pool E runners-up.

The remaining teams will compete in classification matches

for positions 5th to 16th. Indian women's team’s chief coach

Sjoerd Marijne acknowledged that while he would have pre-

ferred the traditional quarterfinal route, the new structure pre-

sents opportunities that his team must exploit.

Mindset-wise, it’s always about how to make the

team win, says Jemimah on inaugural Champions Trophy
New Delhi, Aug 10 : India batter Jemimah

Rodrigues has expressed her excitement for

the inaugural ICC Women's Champions Tro-

phy, scheduled to be played in early 2027, add-

ing that from a mindset perspective, the

thought of always making the team win will

remain the same.  The inaugural 2027 ICC

Women's Champions Trophy will take place

in Sri Lanka from February 14 to 28, 2027.

“We’ve tasted success once, and we know

what it feels like to be at the top.

UEFA, AFC and CONCACAF launch

fresh attack on Infantino over FIFA rights row
New Delhi, Aug 10 : UEFA, the Asian Football Confed-

eration (AFC) and CONCACAF launched an unprecedented

attack on FIFA president Gianni Infantino on Monday, ac-

cusing him of breaking trust through “deception” and plac-

ing himself above the collective after his controversial pro-

posal to sell a stake in the commercial rights to the World

Cup.

In an open letter to the football community, the three con-

federations didn't explicitly call for Infantino to resign.

However, they demanded an independent investigation into

the events surrounding the now-abandoned proposal.

“Football’s strength has always been its unity,” the confed-

erations said in their letter. “We call for that unity to be

honoured now, for leadership that serves football, not seeks

to command it.”

The Swiss administrator has faced increasing opposition in

the football world since proposing a plan to sell off 20% of

the World Cup's commercial rights to private investors. This

scheme aimed to raise around $4.2 billion.

UEFA, supported by the AFC and CONCACAF, has threat-

ened to boycott FIFA tour-

naments unless it gets as-

surances that similar pro-

posals regarding commer-

cial rights will not be made

in the future.

“Leadership in football is not a

possession,” the three confedera-

tions said. “It is not about holding

– or demanding – power to be

held. It is a duty of service to the

football family that entrusts it.”

“When trust is broken through

deception, when an individual

places himself above the collec-

tive that entrusted him with au-

thority, that duty has been aban-

doned,” they added.

Sciver-Brunt, Matthews,

Samarawickrama nominated for ICC

Women's Player of Month award
New Delhi, Aug 10 : England captain

Nat Sciver-Brunt, West Indies skipper

Hayley Matthews and Sri Lankan batter

Harshitha Samarawickrama have been

named as the nominees for the ICC

Women’s Player of the Month award for

July 2026. Nat earned her nomination af-

ter leading England’s batting effort in the

knockout stages of the ICC Women’s T20

World Cup 2026 on home soil.

Shelton survives Fonseca test to reach Montreal QF
Montreal, Aug 10 : Defending

champion Ben Shelton over-

came the challenge of in-form

teenager Joao Fonseca to book

his place in the quarter-finals

of the National Bank Open,

defeating the Brazilian 6-3, 7-

6(3) in a hard-fought fourth-

round encounter.

The American, seeded fifth and

ranked No. 10 in the ATP

Rankings, was forced to dig

deep in windy conditions after

falling behind early in both

sets. Shelton, however, responded

each time to maintain his unbeaten

run in Montreal this week and se-

cure his 30th victory of the sea-

son.

“It was tough out there today and

I competed well. It wasn't easy

conditions to play in. I struggled

to find my footing on a lot of balls,

as did he. A lot of it just comes

down to grit in a match like this.

So to come through with a win

against a really high-quality player

like Joao is huge for me,” Shelton

was quoted by ATP. The opening

set saw both players exchange

breaks before Shelton found the

decisive opening at 4-3. A sharp

forehand winner helped him earn

another break, and he subse-

quently served out the set.

Fonseca, who had already elimi-

nated former World No. 3

Stefanos Tsitsipas and ninth seed

Casper Ruud in Montreal, re-

sponded strongly at the start of the

second set, racing to a 3-0 advan-

tage. His momentum was briefly

interrupted when he appeared to

hurt his right ankle while attempt-

ing to chase down an overhead

during a break-point opportunity.

Shelton capitalised, recovering the

break and drawing level at 3-3.

Fonseca continued to battle and

saved a break point at 5-5, but the

American produced his best ten-

nis when it mattered most, domi-

nating the tie-break to close out

the contest in one hour and 48

minutes. Shelton's attacking ap-

proach was central to his success.

He won 78 per cent of

his first-serve points

and claimed 14 of 18

points at the net, un-

derlining his willing-

ness to move forward

and take time away

from his opponent.

"For me, it's about

playing aggressive

tennis. I look to try to

get to the net and be

aggressive and take

the time away.

‘I almost decided to quit’: Shooter Vidarsa's

remarkable journey from borrowed rifle to Asian Games
New Delhi, Aug 10 : For Vidarsa K Vinod, a

place in India’s Asian Games shooting squad

represents far more than the culmination of

a successful sporting campaign. The 27-

year-old from Kozhikode, Kerala, who will

compete in the 10m Air Rifle and 50m

Rifle 3 Positions events at the Aichi-

Nagoya Asian Games, has reached the con-

tinental stage after overcoming financial

constraints, a pandemic-induced break, life

in a new city and a point

when she was ready to walk

away from shooting.

Vidarsa's introduction to the

sport came through the Na-

tional Cadet Corps in 2018,

initially with little ambition

beyond experiencing shoot-

ing. Training with borrowed

equipment.

Padikkal’s innings in practice

game was really good,

says India batting coach Kotak
Colombo, Aug 10 : India batting

coach Sitanshu Kotak praised

left-handed top-order batter

Devdutt Padikkal for hitting an

exquisite unbeaten 142 in the

team’s six-wicket victory over Sri

Lanka Cricket XI in their three-

day warm-up match, and called

his knock ‘really good.’  Padikkal

hitting 18 boundaries in his

knock comes as a big relief for

India in terms of filling number

three slot, especially with B Sai

Sudharsan ruled out due to his

ongoing big right toe recovery.

‘I would like to set my own benchmark’: Ayush Shetty keen

to carve his own path at World Championships
New Delhi, Aug 10 : Indian

badminton youngster Ayush

Shetty is determined to ap-

proach his World Champion-

ships debut on his own terms,

refusing to measure himself

against the legacy of India’s

celebrated men’s singles play-

ers as he prepares to face

China’s world No. 1 Shi Yu Qi

in the opening round of the tournament.  The

21-year-old, who shot into the spotlight with a

runner-up finish at the Badminton Asia Cham-

pionships in Ningbo earlier this year, will have

a formidable challenge immediately on his

World Championships debut.

Shi had defeated Shetty in straight games in

the continental final, but the Indian will enter

the rematch with greater experience and the

backing of a home crowd.


