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RBI includes
Tata Sons in 'upper layer' NBFC list
The Reserve Bank of India on

Tuesday included Tata Sons in its

list of 17 "upper layer" non-bank-

ing financial companies

(NBFCs), a category that faces

stricter regulatory....

'We are determined to bring

back the gold medal': Salima Tete

ahead of Women’s Hockey WC
India women’s hockey captain

Salima Tete has set her sights

firmly on the gold medal at the

FIH Hockey Women’s...

Andhra Pradesh to adopt
'Dharavi model' for slum redevelopment
Amaravati, Aug 11 : The

Andhra Pradesh government led

by Chief Minister Chandrababu

Naidu, has cleared a new rede-

velopment model for slums,

beginning with the Velampeta

slum in Visakhapatnam, offi-

cials said on Tuesday.

Taking a leaf from large-scale

urban redevelopment models

such as Dharavi in Mumbai, the

Andhra Pradesh government

proposes to leverage the value

of development rights to create

modern housing for existing resi-

dents while minimising the direct

financial burden on the exchequer.

The government has accorded per-

mission to the Greater

Visakhapatnam Municipal Corpo-

ration (GVMC) to redevelop the

Velampeta Slum in Zone-IV, Ward

No.35 under the Visakhapatnam

Economic Region (VER)

Programme on a Design, Build,

Finance and Transfer (DBFT) ba-

sis.

The project will accommodate

177 housing units on a compact

site measuring just 1,986.45 sq

metres, through construction of a

high-rise residential complex of

up to 45 metres.

According to an official release, a

key feature of the model is that

instead of relying entirely on con-

ventional government funding, the

successful private bidder will un-

dertake redevelopment against

Transferable Development Rights

(TDR).

The government has permitted a

TDR ratio of up to 1:4 as the

maximum bidding parameter,

with the project to be awarded

through a competitive tender pro-

cess. The bidder will quote the

TDR requirement competitively

in lieu of the construction cost.

This is expected to create a mar-

ket-driven mechanism for upgrad-

ing valuable urban land while en-

suring that existing residents re-

ceive proper housing. To make

the project viable, the govern-

ment has also approved a series

of special relaxations and ex-

emptions under the Andhra

Pradesh Building Rules.

These include permission for a

high-rise complex in a con-

gested area, reduced setbacks,

parking provision of around 10

per cent of the total built-up

area against the normally pre-

scribed 22 per cent, as well as

waiver of specified fees and

charges payable to GVMC,

urban development authorities

and other agencies.

New Delhi, Aug 11 : A photo-

graph featuring senior Congress

leader and Leader of the Oppo-

sition in the Lok Sabha, Rahul

Gandhi, has become a topic of

discussion in political circles.

Union Minister Giriraj Singh

shared a photo on social media

showing Rahul Gandhi in a boat

with a woman and a child. He

Who is the person next
to Rahul Gandhi? : Giriraj Singh

raised questions asking,

"Where was this photo

taken? When was it taken?

Who are the woman and

the child with Rahul?"

The BJP has criticized

Rahul Gandhi's foreign

trips in the past as well.

The party had raised sev-

eral questions regarding

the foreign tour he undertook from

June 22 to July 13. However, it is not

clearly known whether the photo re-

cently shared by Giriraj Singh pertains

to that specific trip. Meanwhile, the

Congress issued a clarification after a

political debate erupted over the viral

photo.

'Vande Mataram' now on par with

'Jana Gana Mana' – President gives assent to the bill
New Delhi, Aug 11 : 'Vande Mataram' will now

receive legal protection similar to the Indian na-

tional anthem, 'Jana Gana Mana'. President

Droupadi Murmu gave her assent to the 'Preven-

tion of Insults to National Honour Bill' on Tues-

day, thereby enacting it into law.

'Vande Mataram' has been brought under the ambit

of the law through an amendment to Section 3 of

the 1971 Act. Legal action can be taken against

anyone who obstructs the National Anthem or acts

in a manner that disrespects it. However, 'Vande

Mataram' did not previously enjoy the same level

of specific legal protection; the recent amend-

ment has now extended such legal protection to

it as well.

Revanth directs officials

to expedite Hyderabad old city metro works
Hyderabad, Aug 11  : Chief

Minister A. Revanth Reddy

directed officials to expedite

the Metro Rail works in the

old city under the Hyderabad

Metro Rail Phase-2 project.

The Chief Minister on Tues-

day held a review of the

Metro Rail–old city project

with senior officials of the

Hyderabad Metro Rail Lim-

ited (HMRL).

The authorities were ordered

to complete the road widen-

ing works along the 7.5 km

stretch from MGBS to

Chandrayangutta at a fast pace

and initiate the tender pro-

cess for the Metro works

on this corridor.

Revanth Reddy enquired

the officials about the

pending land acquisition

and instructed them to

finalise the Metro expan-

sion plans immediately.

Noting the steadily in-

creasing ridership on the

Hyderabad Metro, the

Chief Minister

emphasised appropriate

measures to handle the

passenger load including

adding extra coaches to

the trains and directed officials to pro-

cure the necessary additional metro rail

coaches. Furthermore, regarding the 7.5

km corridor from MGBS to

Chandrayangutta under Phase-2, the

Chief Minister instructed officials to

consult the Delhi Metro for assistance

on the appropriate technology

to be employed. During the

meeting, Revanth Reddy also

reviewed the preliminary ar-

rangements for the 'Invest

Telangana Global Summit'

scheduled for December.

CM Vijay leads mass pledge, calls on

youth to help build drug-free Tamil Nadu
Chennai, Aug 11 : Tamil Nadu Chief Min-

ister C. Joseph Vijay on Tuesday led a

major state-level anti-drug campaign in

Chennai, calling upon students and the

wider public to join hands with the gov-

ernment in its efforts to eliminate sub-

stance abuse and trafficking.   Addressing

a large gathering at a city college, CM

Vijay said the fight against narcotics re-

quired collective action involving the gov-

ernment, educational institutions, families

and young people. He urged students in

particular to remain vigilant against at-

tempts to lure them into drug use and to

encourage their friends and peers to stay

away from addictive substances. The Chief

Minister administered a mass anti-drug pledge

at the event, with participants committing them-

selves to staying away from narcotics and help-

ing create greater awareness about the dangers

posed by drug abuse. The pledge emphasised

personal responsibility, protection of families

and communities, support for people undergo-

ing rehabilitation and cooperation with govern-

ment agencies working to curb the supply and

consumption of illegal drugs.

KTR demands probe into 200-crore

land allotment to firm linked to CM’s brother
Hyderabad, Aug 11  : BRS

working president K. T. Rama

Rao demanded a comprehensive

probe into the allotment of nearly

five acres of government land,

valued at around 200 crore, to

Tesseract Advanced Systems,

a company linked to Chief Min

ister Revanth Reddy’s brother,

Anumula Kondal Reddy.

Hyderabad, Aug 11  : Minis-

ter for Minorities Welfare and

Public Enterprises Mohammad

Azharuddin has called for pre-

serving the state’s long-stand-

ing tradition of Ganga-Jamuni

Tehzeeb, emphasising that

peace, brotherhood, and har-

mony remain vital to social

unity. Highlighting the univer-

sal teachings of spiritual lead-

ers and saints, Azharuddin

urged the people to rise above

religious and social differences

to strengthen communal bonds

and work collectively toward

Azharuddin urges protection
of Telangana’s Ganga-Jamuni Tehzeeb

the state's collective progress.

Azharuddin was the chief guest at the

Urs-e-Mubarak of Hazrat Syed Shah

Afzal Biabani (R.A.) held at Dargah

Shareef, Kazipet, Hanamkonda dis-

trict. The spiritual and religious

programme was attended by Minis-

ter for Revenue Ponguleti Srinivas

Reddy and Minister for Endowments

Konda Surekha, the local MLA, vari-

ous chairpersons, elected represen-

tatives, senior officials, religious

scholars, devotees and members of

the public. The annual Urs-e-

Mubarak is being observed with

great spiritual fervour and is attract-

ing devotees from Telangana and dif-

ferent parts of the country. The San-

dal ceremony was held on Monday,

followed by Mehfil-e-Chiragan and

Mehfil-e-Badawa. Speaking on the

occasion, Minister Mohammad

Azharuddin extended his heartfelt

greetings to all devotees on the occa-

sion of the Urs-e-Mubarak. He ex-

pressed his happiness at being invited

to participate in the programme.

Revanth to launch smart ration

card distribution on Aug15 : Uttam
Chief Minister A. Revanth

Reddy will launch the statewide

distribution of new smart ration

cards at a major public

programme in Sangareddy on In-

dependence Day...
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Tummala orders tight vigil on
cotton procurement, rules out middlemen
Hyderabad, Aug 11  :

Telangana Agriculture and

Marketing Minister Tummala

Nageswara Rao has directed

the officials concerned to en-

sure transparent and hassle-

free procurement of cotton dur-

ing the 2026-27 season, stress-

ing that farmers must receive

the Minimum Support Price

(MSP) without interference

from middlemen.

Reviewing procurement arrange-

ments with Cotton Corporation of

India (CCI) officials at Golkonda

Hotel here on Tuesday, the Min-

ister said the Central and State

governments must work in coor-

dination to protect the interests of

cotton growers, particularly small

and marginal farmers.

Cotton cultivation in Telangana is

projected at around 46.33 lakh

acres this season, with an esti-

mated production of 25.85 lakh

metric tonnes. The Centre has

fixed an MSP of Rs.8,667 per

quintal for Long Staple Cotton,

Rs.557 higher than the previous

year.

Tummala warned that farmers

should not be forced to sell their

produce below the MSP and asked

officials to prevent a recurrence of

irregularities flagged during ear-

lier procurement seasons.

"Dethrone Revanth Govt to honour
Mala Martyrs": Mala Mahanadu Chief

Hyderabad, Aug 11  : Mala

Mahanadu National President

Dr. Pabbathi Srikrishna on

Tuesday called upon the Mala

community to defeat the gov-

ernments led by Telangana

Chief Minister A. Revanth

Reddy and Andhra Pradesh

Chief Minister N.

Chandrababu Naidu, alleging

that they had harmed the inter-

ests of Malas and other poor

Scheduled Castes through SC

categorisation.

Addressing a gathering at the

NSS in Hyderguda to mark the

death anniversary of Mala ac-

tivists who were killed during

the 1997 ‘Chalo Secretariat’

protest against SC

categorisation, Srikrishna paid

tributes to Gopatoti Narayana,

Panangi Seshayya and Reddy

Sudarshan.

After garlanding the portrait of

P.V. Rao, he said defeating the

Revanth Reddy government

would be the “true tribute” to

the Mala martyrs. He appealed

to members of the Mala com-

munity in Telangana and

Andhra Pradesh to use their

voting rights to oppose the

two governments.

Srikrishna also criticised

Nagarkurnool MP Mallu

Ravi and former MLA

Addanki Dayakar, alleging

that they had worked

against the interests of

Mala community. He fur-

ther alleged that attempts

were being made through

“staged protests” to dilute

opposition within the com-

munity.

He urged Malas not to vote

for the Congress in the up-

coming elections and said

supporting the Revanth

Reddy government would

be against the community’s

interests.

Mala Mahanadu leaders

A.N. Vinay Kumar, M.G.

Vinay Kumar, K. Sekhar,

Nagaraju and Jetti

Haribhushan are among

those who attended the

programme.

BJP seeks fair compensation
for Rajiv Rahadari expansion victims
Hyderabad, Aug 11  : Telangana

BJP president N Ramchander Rao

on Tuesday demanded that the

state government provide fair

compensation to residents losing

their lands, houses and commer-

cial buildings for the Rajiv

Rahadari expansion project.

Rao, who participated in a pro-

test by affected residents at

Karkhana, said the people were

not opposed to development and

were cooperating with the road

expansion project undertaken in

the public interest.

However, he said those surren-

dering their properties must be

compensated according to pre-

vailing market values. Re-

ferring to the enhanced com-

pensation announced for af-

fected landowners in

Thumkunta, Rao demanded

similar or higher compensa-

tion for residents of

Karkhana, pointing out that

the area falls in a more ex-

pensive urban zone.

Rao assured the affected

families of the BJP’s support

and urged the Congress gov-

ernment to increase compen-

sation by an appropriate per-

centage and ensure justice to

those sacrificing their prop-

erties for the public project.
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El Nino crisis: Andhra CM Naidu
directs officials to take steps to check price rise
Amaravati, Aug 11 : Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N.

Chandrababu Naidu on Tuesday directed officials to en-

sure that people do not face any additional price burden

due to the El Niño crisis.  He suggested the formation of

a committee to examine the issue. The Chief Minister

also asked Planning Department officials to formulate

plans to ensure that the state achieves its GSDP targets

even during the El Niño crisis. He gave the direction

when planning department officials presented the July

2026 economic report to him at the Camp Office here on

Tuesday. The Chief Minister called for a contingency

plan covering critical aspects such as water availability

and value addition to agricultural and other products.

He noted that the state is experiencing deficient rainfall

due to the impact of El Niño. With inadequate inflows

into the Krishna River, projects such as Srisailam and

Nagarjuna Sagar have not yet reached full reservoir lev-

els. The CM said the state had diverted floodwaters from

the Godavari to provide water to the Krishna Delta. With

groundwater levels also declining, he directed officials

to coordinate with various departments and take neces-

sary measures to ensure that economic output does not

decline. CM Naidu called for comprehensive analysis of

available data and corrective action wher-

ever gaps are identified.

He directed officials to undertake all nec-

essary measures to achieve the state's tar-

get of 15 per cent growth.

He also stressed the need to ensure that

exports to international markets are not

adversely affected. Providing reports at the

district, constituency and mandal levels

would make it easier to monitor progress

and achieve targets, the Chief Minister said.

The CM called for a comprehensive ap-

proach that takes into account factors rang-

ing from the state level to the field level.

The Chief Minister stressed the need for

effective technology integration across all

government departments.

Revanth to launch smart ration

card distribution on Aug15 : Uttam
Hyderabad, Aug 11 : Chief Minister A. Revanth

Reddy will launch the statewide distribution of new

smart ration cards at a major public programme in

Sangareddy on Independence Day, August 15, mark-

ing a major expansion of Telangana’s food-security

network, Irrigation and Civil Supplies Minister N.

Uttam Kumar Reddy said on Tuesday.

Hyderabad, Aug 11  :

HIPLEX 2026, South

and Central India’s

largest plastics exhibi-

tion and India’s third-

largest plastics expo,

concluded in

Hyderabad with strong

business activity, ma-

chinery sales and new

orders.

Organised by the

Telangana and Andhra

Plastics Manufacturers

A s s o c i a t i o n

(TAAPMA) at HITEX,

the four-day exhibition

attracted more than

55,000 visitors, includ-

ing manufacturers, buy-

ers, technology provid-

ers, investors and entre-

preneurs from India and

abroad. According to

organisers, more than

110 machines were sold

during the event, while

around 75 per cent of

the ancillary equipment

displayed by participat-

ing companies was also

sold. Exhibitors re-

ceived orders for up to

six machines each,

apart from generating

substantial business en-

quiries. TAAPMA esti-

mated that HIPLEX

2026 generated busi-

ness transactions worth

more than Rs.150 crore.

HIPLEX 2026 Generates

Rs.150 cr business,

draws 55,000 visitors
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Moscow, Aug 11: Russian

President Vladimir Putin on

Tuesday announced a series of

senior military appointments

and changes within the De-

fence Ministry, saying the re-

forms would improve the

military's organisational struc-

ture.  Speaking at a Kremlin

meeting with Defence Minis-

ter Andrei Belousov, Chief of

the General Staff of the Rus-

sian Armed Forces Valery

Gerasimov, and commanders

of the Centre and East groups

of forces, Putin said the min-

istry is continuing efforts to

optimise its command and lo-

gistics system.

Putin said the ministry had re-

cently consolidated responsibility

for weapons procurement and sup-

ply under Deputy Defence Minis-

ter Alexander Sanchik, a former

Field Commander. He also an-

nounced the appointment of

Valery Solodchuk as Deputy De-

fence Minister in charge of all rear

and logistics services.

Putin also approved changes to the

command of several frontline

military groupings, Xinhua news

agency reported. Andrei Ivanayev

was appointed Commander of the

Center group of forces, which

Putin said is responsible for car-

rying out key operations in the

Donetsk region.

Pyotr Bolgarev was named Acting

Commander of the Eastern Mili-

tary District and Commander

of the East group of forces.

Putin also announced the ap-

pointment of Denis Lyamin,

who previously served as

Chief of Staff of the Center

group of forces, to oversee the

formation of Russia's newly

established unmanned sys-

tems forces.

Last week, Putin had signed a

Presidential Decree to boost

the number of servicemen in

the Russian Armed Forces by

25,000, according to the infor-

mation published on the offi-

cial portal for legal acts.

In June, the Russian President

set the authorised strength of

the Russian Armed Forces at

2,399,130 personnel, includ-

ing 1,510,000 servicemen.

"Due to the establishment of

new military construction

units within the Armed Forces

of the Russian Federation, I

hereby order amendments to

Presidential Decree No. 419

dated June 12, 2026 'On Es-

tablishing the Authorized

Strength of the Armed Forces

of the Russian Federation'.

Clause 1 shall read as follows:

Set the authorized strength of

the Armed Forces of the Rus-

sian Federation at 2,426,130

personnel.

New Delhi, Aug 11 : Artificial

Intelligence data centres pro-

posed as part of a “Building and

Construction Project” with a

built-up area exceeding 20,000

sq m require an Environmental

Clearance (EC) under the Envi-

ronmental Impact Assessment

(EIA), the Rajya Sabha was in-

formed on Tuesday.

Minister of State for Environ-

ment, Forest and Climate

Change Kirti Vardhan Singh, in

a written reply, said as per infor-

mation provided by the Minis-

try of Electronics and Informa-

tion Technology, the ‘Resilience,

Innovation &amp; Efficiency’

Working Group of the India AI

Impact Summit has been set up

to examine energy efficiency,

water management, and environ-

mental resilience in digital and

AI infrastructure.

Large AI data centres

require environmental

clearance: MoS Kirti Vardhan Singh

‘Handloom has become our source of income’:

Himachal’s Sharan village weavers celebrate revival of traditional craft
New Delhi, Aug 11 : The handloom sec-

tor in Himachal Pradesh’s Sharan village

has witnessed a significant transforma-

tion since the village was declared a

Handloom Village by the Union Minis-

try of Textiles in 2020, creating new live-

lihood opportunities for local artisans,

particularly women, while helping pre-

serve the region’s traditional weaving

heritage.  Located under the Rumsu

Panchayat near Naggar in Kullu district,

Sharan was selected for the recognition af-

ter a Ministry of Textiles survey found that

nearly 95 per cent of its houses were built

in the traditional Kath-Kuni architectural

style and that a large number of residents

were already engaged in handloom weav-

ing, fulfilling the criteria for the designa-

tion. Since then, local artisans have ex-

panded their work beyond household use

and are now producing a wide

range of handwoven products,

including traditional pattu

shawls, stoles, caps, mufflers

and other woollen items for the

market, contributing to their

household incomes.

On National Handloom Day,

sharing how the initiative has

changed their lives, a local arti-

san said, “Earlier, we used to

make products such as pattus

only for our own use.

Putin announces
senior military appointments

New Delhi, Aug 11 : As many as 408 students from

Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRSs) have

qualified for NEET for MBBS courses, and 41 stu-

dents have qualified for the Joint Engineering Exam

(Advanced) 2026 for admission to Indian Institutes of

Technology, the Lok Sabha was informed on Tuesday.

Minister of State for Tribal Affairs Durgadas Uikey, in

reply to a question, said eight Centres of Excellence are

operational to provide focused mentoring and high-qual-

ity coaching to meritorious EMRS students prepar-

ing for IIT-JEE and NEET.

408 students from Eklavya

schools for STs cleared NEET: MoS Durgadas Uikey

Bengal to check overstating

of midday meal beneficiaries in govt schools
Kolkata, Aug 11 : Differ-

ent district administrations

in West Bengal, following

the instructions from the

s ta te  secre ta r ia t  o f

Nabanna, have decided to

conduct surprise checks at

various state-run schools

in the respective districts

to verify whether the ac-

tual numbers of students in

those schools match the

number of  students en-

rolled in the midday meal

portal.

“In case it comes to the no-

tice of the administration

that any school authority

had shown inflated stu-

dents’ numbers in the mid-

day portal, the concerned

school authority, including

the headmaster or head-

mis t ress ,  wi l l  be  f i r s t

served with a show-cause

notice. In the absence of a

satisfactory answer, disci-

plinary actions as per le-

gal provisions will be ini-

tiated against the school

authority concerned,” said a

state secretariat insider. It is

learnt that the decision to con-

duct these surprise checks has

been taken following com-

plaints that some school au-

thorities for a long time have

been showing an inflated num-

ber of students in the midday

meal portal. “Already, the au-

thori t ies of some state-run

schools in certain distr icts

have been identified guilty on

this count, and disciplinary

ac t ion  has  been  in i t i a ted

against them,” the state secre-

tariat insider said.

According to him, one particu-

lar  s ta te - run  school  under

Patashpur-1  b lock  in  Eas t

Midnapore district has been

identified where the number of

students shown in the midday

meal portal was almost ten

times the actual number.

“On receiving complaints on

this count, the block develop-

ment officer concerned, on his

own,  conducted a  surpr ise

check at that school, and de-

tected such a mismatch be-

tween the actual number of

s tudents  and  the  number

shown in the midday meal por-

tal. The headmaster of that

school has been served with a

show-cause notice and disci-

plinary action has been initi-

ated against him,” the state

secretariat insider said.

During the previous Trinamool

Congress regime in West Ben-

gal, there have been several

complaints of gross irregulari-

ties in the implementation of

the midday meal project. To

recall, a joint review commit-

tee of the Union Education

Ministry had earlier accused

the  prev ious  Mamata

Baner jee- led  Tr inamool

Congress government of

overreporting midday meal

beneficiaries between April

and September  of  2022,

which led to an estimated

financial  discrepancy of

over Rs 100 crore. Apart

from that, the previous dis-

pensation had often been ac-

cused of compromised food

standards, with students in

some state-run schools being

served with only rice and salt.

“The new dispensation is de-

termined to bring an end to

such anomalies in this

scheme and take all necessary

actions on this count,” the

state secretariat insider said.

I
ndia and China held discussions on issues related

to boundary delimitation, border management,

mechanism-building and trans-border coopera-

tion. The discussions were held during the 36th meet-

ing of the Working Mechanism for Consultation and

Coordination on India-China Border Affairs

(WMCC) in New Delhi on August 6, the Ministry of

External Affairs (MEA) said in a statement on Fri-

day. "The two sides engaged in frank discussions and

reviewed the situation along the Line of Actual Con-

trol (LAC). Further, it was underlined that maintain-

ing peace and tranquillity in the border areas is es-

sential for the overall development of bilateral rela-

tions," said the MEA. Sujit Ghosh, Joint Secretary

(East Asia), MEA, led the Indian delegation while

the Chinese delegation was led by Hou Yanqi, Direc-

tor General of the Boundary and Oceanic Affairs

Department of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

During the meeting, the officials of the two nations

agreed to continue to use existing diplomatic and

military channels, including the WMCC, local com-

mander-level meetings and other agreed mechanisms,

to resolve outstanding issues and avoid misunder-

standing and miscalculation along the LAC.

"As a follow up to the outcomes of 24th SR Talks,

two sides held detailed exchanges on issues related

to boundary delimitation, border management,

mechanism-building and trans-border cooperation,"

the MEA stated. The Indian side reiterated the need

for early convening of the next meeting of the Ex-

pert Level Mechanism on trans-border rivers and

stressed the importance of sharing technical details

on upstream projects.

Earlier on August 4, the MEA said that India and

China have taken several steps to improve ties be-

tween the people of both nations, including the re-

sumption of the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra and the

re-establishment of civil aviation connectivity.

Addressing a bi-weekly media briefing in New Delhi

on Tuesday, MEA spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal ex-

pressed confidence that these measures will further

strengthen the positive ties between India and China.

"Discussions between the two countries are ongo-

ing, and the talks are moving in a positive direction.

Several steps have been taken to improve relations

between the people of both countries. You may have

seen the resumption of the Kailash Mansarovar Yatra.

Civil aviation connectivity has also been re-estab-

lished between the two countries, along with many

other such measures. We believe these steps will fur-

ther strengthen the positive relationship between the

two countries," said Jaiswal.

The MEA spokesperson was responding to a ques-

tion on concerns raised by the Indian diaspora re-

garding the rise in abusive content against Indians

and Indian culture on Chinese social media platforms.

Members of the Indian community had reportedly

highlighted the issue during an 'open forum' hosted

by the Indian Embassy in Beijing.

India, China discuss boundary

delimitation, border management issues
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London, Aug 11:  Former Pa-

kistani state minister Rukhsar

Ahmed, who was arrested in

the United Kingdom in July

2024 on suspicion of raping

vulnerable young girls in

Manchester in the 1990s and

trafficking children in care as

part of a grooming gang, has

been "re-elected" as a "law-

maker" from Pakistan-occu-

pied Kashmir (PoK), accord-

ing to media reports.

He was elected last week after

five years out of office, despite

remaining on police bail in the

UK following his arrest, Brit-

ish daily 'The Guardian' re-

ported. Reports suggest that

62-year-old Ahmed was due to

answer bail at a police station

Shehbaz Sharif's party leader out on bail

in UK grooming case wins PoK polls: Report

in Manchester last month,

but failed to appear, citing

that he was "too unwell to

fly". However, social me-

dia images showed him

campaigning at various

election gatherings in the

Mirpur region of PoK.

He was elected last week

to the so-called PoK legis-

lative Assembly as a law-

maker for the Pakistan

Muslim League-Nawaz

(PML-N).



Washington, Aug 11 : The

US Senate has voted to con-

firm Erica Schwartz as direc-

tor of the Centers for Disease

Control and Prevention

(CDC) after nearly a year-

long vacancy in which the role

was filled only on an acting

basis.

The upper chamber on Tues-

day (local time) voted 51 to

44 to confirm the nomination,

mostly along partisan lines.

Schwartz, who served as

deputy surgeon general during

President Donald Trump's

first term, was already the

Trump administration's third

nominee to lead the CDC in

the past two years, reports

New York, Aug 11 : Indian

American member of the

House of Representatives,

Shri Thanedar, has lost the

Democratic Party primary in

an upsurge of support for pro-

gressive candidates in Michi-

gan state where Israel was a

factor in the background.

Thanedar, who was first

elected in 2022 and won

again in 2024, lost to Demo-

cratic Socialist Donavan

McKinney by a narrow 3.8

per cent margin, according to

the results announced on

Tuesday in the intra-party

elections held.

The seat in a majority Afri-

can American constituency

that covers parts of Detroit

Indian American Thanedar loses Democratic Party nomination for Congress re-election in upsurge for progressives
and its suburbs is considered safe

for the Democratic Party in the

November mid-term elections.

In the trend of progressives up-

staging more moderate Demo-

crats, Abdul El-Sayed won the

state-wide primary for the Senate

seat, and if elected would be the

first Muslim in the upper Cham-

ber of Congress.

By a slender margin of less than

one per cent, he defeated Haley

Stevens, a moderate member of

the House who sought the party's

Senate nomination to succeed

Gary Peters, who is retiring.

The American Israel Public Af-

fairs Committee's backing for

Thanedar and Stevens -- as also

many other candidates -- were

turned into election issues by their

opponents. There are six Indian

Americans in the House, and two

of them, Thanedar and Raja

Krishnamoorthi, who ran unsuc-

cessfully for the Senate

nominaton, will not be there next

year. But they could be joined by

Amish Shah, who won the Demo-

cratic primary last month if he can

turn the tide in the Arizona con-

stituency held by a Republican.

Thanedar's victory in the last two

elections was remarkable because

he ran in a constituency that is

nearly 75 per cent African Ameri-

can. Besides his story of rags to

riches, he was helped by several

African Americans running

against him in the primaries split-

ting the community's votes.

This time McKinney, an African

American, was the only opponent

in the primary. He was backed by

several socialist and anti-Israel

campaigners like Senator Bernie

Sanders and Representative

Rashida Tlaib and US Senate can-

didate Abdul El-Sayed. El-Sayed

and many progressives made the

Palestine issue a central in their

campaigns. Thanedar had been a

member of the Democratic Social-

ists, but quit in 2023 after the

Hamas terrorist attack on Israel.

However, he shared common

stands with McKinney, like oppo-

sition to the Iran War and demand

for extending government health

insurance for all.

Thanedar ranked among the

staunchest opponents of President

Donald Trump, trying to introduce

measures for impeaching him.

His full name is Shrinivas Prasad

Thanedar and he was born in

Chikodi in Karnataka, coming to

the US for a PhD at the Univer-

sity of Akron. While working for

a pharmaceutical company, he

took out a relatively small loan

to buy the failing enterprise.

After turning it around, he

went on to buy several other

companies and became a

multi-millionaire who fi-

nanced his campaigns.

US Senate confirms Erica

Schwartz as CDC chief after nearly year of vacancy
Xinhua news agency.

She has served as a rear admiral

in the US Public Health Service

Commissioned Corps and was

Deputy Surgeon General from

January 2019 to April 2021.

Trump initially nominated David

Weldon, a physician and former

US Representative from Florida.

Weldon's nomination was with-

drawn in March 2025 due to in-

sufficient Senate support.

Then Susan Monarez was con-

firmed by the Senate as CDC di-

rector, but she was fired by

Health and Human Services

(HHS) Secretary Robert F.

Kennedy Jr. in August 2025, just

a month into her tenure, over

vaccine policy disagreements.

After Monarez was removed,

HHS Deputy Secretary Jim

O'Neill was appointed acting di-

rector of the CDC, but he then

departed the department in Feb-

ruary 2026, prompting the ap-

pointment of Jay Bhattacharya,

director of the National Insti-

tutes of Health, as acting CDC

chief.

The newly Senate-confirmed

CDC director will

take the helm of the

agency that is con-

fronting a series of

high-profile public

health threats, rang-

ing from domestic

outbreaks of measles

and cyclosporiasis to

a surge in Ebola

cases in Africa.

Tokyo, Aug 11 :Hundreds of

Japanese people held a protest in

front of the prime minister's offi-

cial residence in Tokyo, demand-

ing that Prime Minister Sanae

Takaichi retract her recent errone-

ous remarks on Taiwan and offer

an explanation and apology.

People started to arrive at the rally

around 7 p.m. local time, holding

signs with slogans such as "Re-

tract remarks, oppose war," "This

is all because of Takaichi," and

"Takaichi step down," and

shouted out slogans like "Prevent

the resurgence of militarism,"

Xinhua news agency reported.

At a Diet meeting on November

7, Takaichi claimed that the Chi-

nese mainland's "use of force on

Hundreds of Japanese protestors

demand PM Takaichi retract Taiwan remarks
Taiwan" could constitute a

"survival-threatening situa-

tion" for Japan and implied the

possibility of armed interven-

tion in the Taiwan Strait.

Takaichi later insisted that her

remarks were in line with the

government's longstanding

view and refused to retract the

remarks.

Several protesters at the scene

demanded that Takaichi take

responsibility for her remarks

regarding Taiwan and resign

as prime minister.

Protester Haruko Oki told

Xinhua that she was "very

shocked" when she saw

Takashi making the statement

in the Diet on television.

Brussels, Aug 11 : About

100 people died during a

mass border crossing into

Spain's North African en-

clave of Ceuta last week,

Ceuta President Juan Jesus

Vivas told an extraordinary

meeting of the European

Parliament's Committee on

Civil Liberties, Justice and

Home Affairs on Tuesday.

Vivas said about 80,000

people entered Ceuta, nearly

75,000 of whom subse-

quently returned voluntarily,

Xinhua News Agency re-

ported. Between 3,000 and

5,000 migrants remain in the

enclave, leaving reception

centres overwhelmed and

creating a severe humanitar-

ian emergency, he said, call-

ing for stronger security,

more reception resources and

greater support from EU

agencies.

“An attack, a violation of ter-

ritorial integrity. It is not a

migratory crisis, but an epi-

sode in which the integrity of

100 deaths in mass
border crossing into Spain's Ceuta: Local leader

the city, of Spain, and of Europe

has been called into question,”

said Vivas, Italian News Agency

Adnkronos reported.

According to Guillaume Mercier,

European Commission spokes-

man, the European Commission

maintains "very high" attention in

view of August 15, a date indi-

cated by various rumours and

speculations for a possible new

attempt to massively cross the

border between Morocco and the

enclave of Ceuta. "Threats to ex-

ternal borders can happen, as we

have seen. We have seen the alerts

and are in contact with the Span-

ish authorities on this. Attention

remains very high, in view of Au-

gust 15. We are also in contact

with Frontex and Europol. We re-

main very vigilant," he stated dur-

ing the press briefing in Brussels.

The European Commission is ex-

pected to disburse "additional"

funds to Spain, to help it manage

migratory flows in Ceuta, said

spokesman Guillaume Mercier

"We have seen that through vari-

ous channels, including Russian

ones, the situation we saw on the

ground last week has rapidly es-

calated," he added.

He confirmed that the Commis-

sion received a first needs assess-

ment from Spain on Wednesday

and the Commission is rapidly

examining the document to iden-

tify the best way to provide sup-

port. According to the spokesper-

son, the next step "will be for

Spain to submit a formal request

to the Commission, in order to

concretely demonstrate what we

are doing. It will be additional

support," which "could cover a

range of elements, starting from

equipment and services for

border management, given the

current situation, and could

also provide humanitarian and

medical assistance."

"Regarding European Union

agencies, we have offered sup-

port through Frontex and the

European Asylum Agency.

Yesterday, a meeting was held

between DG Home and the

heads of the executive agen-

cies to discuss a regular and

coordinated exchange of infor-

mation on how we can support

Spain. Work is ongoing on sev-

eral fronts.

Washington, Aug 11 : Six In-

dian American members of the

US Congress have strongly

condemned the tearing of an

Indian flag during an immigra-

Indian American lawmakers
condemn anti-India act in Texas

tion-related protest outside Frisco

City Hall in Texas and expressed

solidarity with the Indian Ameri-

can community amid growing

concerns over xenophobia and

anti-India rhetoric.

Representatives

R a j a

Krishnamoorthi,

Ami Bera.

Kinshasa, Aug 11 : The number

of confirmed Ebola cases in the

Democratic Republic of the

Congo (DRC) has reached 4,053,

including 1,850 deaths, according

to an update released by the

country's health authorities.

A total of 694 patients remain in

isolation or hospital care, while

793 people have recovered.

International medical humanitar-

ian organization Medecins Sans

Frontieres warned Tuesday that

the Ebola outbreak in eastern DRC

is "more critical than ever,"

spreading at an alarming and un-

precedented pace with "no sign of

slowing down."  Meanwhile, the

Ebola outbreak in the DRC has

killed 330 children and is severely

disrupting essential health ser-

vices in the hardest-hit Ituri Prov-

Ebola caseload in Congo tops 4,000
ince, the United Nations

Children's Fund (UNICEF) said

Tuesday.

"Although Children represent

nearly one in four confirmed

cases, they account for almost

one in three deaths. Young chil-

dren under five are particularly

affected, with a case fatality rate

more than double that of adults,"

the organisation noted, Xinhua

News Agency reported.

According to UNICEF, the out-

break also caused a sharp decline

in childhood immunisation, ma-

ternal healthcare and other es-

sential services, as fear of infec-

tion and disruptions to health

facilities kept families away

from care. "The Ebola outbreak

is severely disrupting the entire

health system.
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Vadodara, Aug 11 :  Gujarat

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

President on Tuesday alleged

that the Congress attempted to

create violence and disorder on

polling day in the Manjalpur

Assembly by-election after

realising it was heading for de-

feat, while also thanking party

workers for the BJP's victory in

the constituency.

The allegation was made during

a "Rin Svikar" (Expression of

Gratitude) programme organised

at Tarsali in Vadodara to ac-

knowledge the efforts of party

workers following the party's

victory in the by-election.

State Organisation General Sec-

retary Ratnakarji was also

present at the event.

Congress attempted to create violence
on polling day in Manjalpur: Gujarat BJP

Addressing party workers,

Vishwakarma claimed that the

Congress "did not even have

enough polling agents during the

election" and alleged that it "at-

tempted to create violence and

disorder on polling day" after ac-

cepting defeat.

"Expressing gratitude to voters

and party workers after every elec-

toral victory was part of the BJP's

organisational culture and tradi-

tion," he said.

He attributed the party's victory to

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's

leadership, public confidence in

the BJP's lotus symbol and what

he described as "meticulous

booth-level planning combined

with the hard work of party work-

ers".

Calling on workers to remain ac-

tive, Vishwakarma urged them to

strengthen public contact, dia-

logue and service so that the wel-

fare schemes of the BJP govern-

ments at the Centre and in Gujarat

reached every citizen.

He also appealed to party work-

ers to participate enthusiastically

in the upcoming 'Har Ghar

Tiranga' campaign.

Referring to the BJP's broader po-

litical position, Vishwakarma said

the party continued to receive pub-

lic support in Gujarat because of

what he described as develop-

ment-oriented governance under

Prime Minister Modi's guidance

and Chief Minister Bhupendra

Patel's leadership.

He also highlighted central gov-

ernment welfare initiatives, in-

cluding housing, Jan Dhan,

Ayushman Bharat and schemes for

farmers, and said these had ben-

efited millions of people.

"25 crore people had been lifted

out of poverty under the Prime

Minister's leadership," he said.

State Organisation General Secre-

tary Ratnakarji said the positive

election result reflected the united

efforts of party workers from the

booth level to the state

organisation.

He described the BJP's

organisational strength as a major

challenge for the opposition and

said resolving public issues re-

mained the priority of the BJP

governments at the Centre and in

Gujarat.

Jaipur, Aug 11 : The

Rajasthan High Court has

directed the State Parole

Committee to decide within

seven days on the permanent

parole application filed by

former MLA Kanwarlal

Meena, who is currently

serving a three-year prison

sentence in a two-decade-

old case involving allega-

tions of threatening an SDM

with a pistol and obstructing

government officials from

performing their duties.

A division bench compris-

ing Justice Ganesh Ram

Meena and Justice Pramil

Kumar Mathur issued the

direction while hearing a

petition filed by Meena af-

ter his parole application re-

mained pending for over

two months without a deci-

sion.

Ex-MLA Kanwarlal

Meena moves Rajasthan HC

over delay in parole decision

Imphal, Aug 11 : Manipur has

geared up for the nationwide Har

Ghar Tiranga 2026 campaign by

keeping around two lakh National

Flags ready for distribution, with

a series of patriotic and cultural

programmes planned across the

state from August 9 to 17, officials

said on Tuesday. Art and Culture

Department Secretary Naorem

Praveen Singh said this year’s

campaign will also commemorate

the 150th anniversary of Vande

Mataram, featuring events aimed

at promoting patriotism and na-

tional unity, and encouraging ev-

ery household to hoist the National

Flag. He said the campaign,

organised as part of the nationwide

initiative of the Union Ministry of

Culture, seeks to take the message

of patriotism to every village and

urban centre across Manipur. “The

week-long programme has been

designed to encourage public par-

Manipur prepares for

Har Ghar Tiranga with 2 lakh flags
ticipation, strengthen the spirit of

national unity and inspire citi-

zens from all walks of life to join

the celebrations actively,” Singh

told the media. Among the ma-

jor events, a state-level Vande

Mataram-themed Tiranga Con-

cert will be held in Imphal on

August 12 in collaboration with

the Jawaharlal Nehru Manipur

Dance Academy (JNMDA). The

Education Department, Higher

and Technical Education Depart-

ment, along with the Art and Cul-

ture Department, will organise

Tiranga and Vande Mataram ex-

hibitions in schools, colleges and

public places to educate students

and the public about the signifi-

cance of the National Flag and

the national song. Singh said a

high-level review meeting

chaired by the Chief Secretary,

attended by Administrative Sec-

retaries.
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Hyderabad,  Aug 11   :

Hyderabad Traffic Police

will introduce a one-way

traffic system around KBR

Park from August 18, 2026,

to ease congestion caused

by ongoing flyover and un-

derpass construction under

the H-CITI project in and

around the KBR Park corri-

dor.

With road space reduced

due to construction and traf-

KBR park to go
one-way from Aug 18 amid H-CITI works

fic volumes remaining high,

two-way movement  on the

available carriageway is ex-

pected to cause delays and

congestion. The new arrange-

ment follows two pilot trials

conducted on April 5 and June

21, during which traffic flow,

junction performance and con-

gestion points were assessed.

The Traffic Police said lane

markings, directional signages

and round-the-clock deploy-

ment  of  personnel

would be put in place.

Traffic movement will

a l so  be  moni tored

through CCTV, the In-

tegrated Command and

Cont ro l  Cent re  and

drones, with necessary

changes made based on

real-time conditions.

Commuters have been

urged to strictly follow

the revised traffic di-

rections, lane markings and police in-

structions. Motorists have also been

warned against wrong-side driving and il-

legal parking, while emergency vehicles

wil l  be  given unobstructed passage

through Lane II. The Traffic Police ap-

pealed to citizens to rely only on official

advisories and updated navigation routes

during the transition.



Ahmedabad, Aug 11 : Adani

Enterprises Ltd (AEL) and

global manufacturing com-

pany Jabil on Tuesday an-

nounced to form a strategic

alliance to establish a world-

class, vertically integrated AI

and data centre infrastructure

manufacturing platform in In-

dia.

The companies plan to deploy

multi-GW of high-density AI

Rack manufacturing capacity

in India.

Adani, Jabil join hands to build world-class AI data centre infra manufacturing platform in India
This will serve the critical infra-

structure needs of global

hyperscalers, co-location facili-

ties, and enterprise data centres

through the advanced manufactur-

ing and integration of next-genera-

tion liquid-cooled AI racks, serv-

ers, storage, and networking sys-

tems utilising state-of-the-art

SMT (Surface Mount Technol-

ogy) and complex box-build pro-

cesses, according to a statement.

"The world is entering an Intelli-

gence Revolution more profound

than any previous Industrial Revo-

lution. Nations that master the

symmetry between energy and

compute will shape the next de-

cade. India is uniquely positioned

to lead," Adani Group Chairman

Gautam Adani said.

"Our alliance with Jabil represents

a decisive step in building India's

complete AI infrastructure stack

— from green power generation

to world-class hardware manufac-

turing. Together, we will ensure

India is not merely a consumer in

the AI age, but a creator, builder,

and exporter of intelligence," the

Adani Group Chairman added.

This powerful combination will be

structured to directly address the

explosive local and global demand

for AI-ready data centre hardware.

Beyond computing racks, the al-

liance encompasses full-spectrum

white space and grey space device

manufacturing. This includes

power distribution units (PDUs),

coolant distribution units (CDUs),

transformers, switchgears, bus

bars, and advanced thermal man-

agement systems. Together, Adani

and Jabil intend to deliver an end-

to-end, design-to-deployment

hardware ecosystem, provid-

ing infrastructure builders with

a highly integrated single-

source solution.

New Delhi, Aug 11 : The Re-

serve Bank of India on Tues-

day included Tata Sons in its

list of 17 "upper layer" non-

banking financial compa-

nies (NBFCs), a category

that faces stricter regulatory

requirements, which also re-

RBI includes
Tata Sons in 'upper layer' NBFC list

quire public listing.  The RBI

said the classification would not

affect ?Tata Sons' pending appli-

cation to give up its NBFC reg-

istration. Tata Sons, the holding

company of 31 Tata Group firms

such as Tata Motors, Tata Steel,

and TCS.

New Delhi, Aug 11  : Markets are react-

ing to US tariff-related concerns and glo-

bal uncertainties, yet these periods of

volatility have always tested — and ul-

timately rewarded — long-term convic-

tion, market experts said on Tuesday.

The Indian stock markets, like their glo-

bal peers, reacted sharply to the US re-

ciprocal tariffs, and plunged.

According to Arvind Kothari, smallcase

manager and Founder, Niveshaay, panic

is rarely a strategy and staying anchored

to fundamentals is key.

“We urge investors to remain calm and

focused, avoiding impulsive decisions

driven by short-term noise. While it's

difficult to pinpoint which sectors will

rebound first, but domestic-focused ar-

eas like FMCG and consumption appear

better placed in the near term,” he said.

Export-heavy or globally linked sectors

may take longer, with clarity emerging

over time. Periods like these often pave

the way for the next growth cycle. As

clarity improves, staying invested in fun-

damentally strong businesses are likely

to lead the recovery and create long-term

value, according to Kothari.

Experts advise investors

to avoid impulsive decisions

driven by short-term noise

New Delhi, Aug 11 :

Google CEO Sundar

Pichai faced protests and

walkouts as he delivered

the keynote address at

Stanford University’s

commencement, even

though he skipped men-

tioning artificial intelli-

gence to avoid getting

booed, a report has said.

Roughly 200 students

walked out of the cer-

emony to protest Google's

ties to Israel and other

grievances, the report

from SFGate said.

Though artificial intelli-

gence may seem like a

natural fit for graduates of

the Stanford University

located in the heart of Sili-

con Valley, every college

commencement speaker

this year got booed when

they touched upon this

subject. So Pichai spoke

instead about his personal

journey from India to Sili-

con Valley.

200 Stanford graduates

walk out during

Sundar Pichai's speech: Report

Mumbai, Aug 11 : Sula Vineyards,

one of India's largest wine produc-

ers, on Tuesday reported a sharp de-

cline in profitability for the first quar-

ter, with net profit falling 45 per cent

year-on-year (YoY) amid weaker

operating performance and margin

contraction.  The company posted a

net profit of Rs 1.06 crore for the

quarter ended June, compared with

Rs 1.94 crore in the corresponding

period last financial year (Q1 FY26).

Sula Vineyards’ Q1 profit

slumps 45 pc as margins shrink

Thiruvananthapuram, Aug

11 : Seeking to bridge the gap

between India’s fast-growing

startup ecosystem and estab-

lished industrial and business

sectors, the Kerala Startup

Mission (KSUM) has

launched BRIDGE (Business

Revolution through Innova-

tion, Digital Growth and En-

terprise), a corporate-startup

convergence programme

Through 'BRIDGE', Kerala Startup

Mission targets 500 corporate partnerships
aimed at accelerating technology adoption

and innovation partnerships. The state-run

KSUM, through this initiative, expects to

enable structured collaboration, faster de-

ployment of emerging technologies and

new growth opportunities by bringing

startups and established enterprises onto

a common platform. KSUM CEO Anoop

Ambika said BRIDGE would create a

structured pathway for collaboration be-

tween startups and established businesses

with measurable outcomes.

Blue Star's Q1 profit falls over 15 pc to Rs 102 crore
Mumbai, Aug 11 : Blue Star

Limited on Tuesday reported

a 15.3 per cent year-on-year

(YoY) decline in net profit

for the June quarter (Q1

FY27), as margin pressure

and lower operating profit-

ability offset healthy growth

in revenue.

The cooling products and

refrigeration major posted

profit of Rs 102.5 crore for

the quarter despite reporting

a one-time gain.

In the corresponding quarter

of the previous financial year

(Q1 FY26), the firm reported

a profit of Rs 121 crore, ac-

cording to its stock exchange fil-

ing.

The air-conditioning and commer-

cial refrigeration company regis-

tered strong revenue growth dur-

ing the quarter, with revenue ris-

ing 13.3 per cent year-on-year to

Rs 3,378 crore from Rs 2,982

crore.

However, operating performance

weakened during the period. Earn-

ings before interest, taxes, depre-

ciation and amortisation

(EBITDA) declined 12.3 per cent

to Rs 175 crore from Rs 200 crore

a year earlier.

EBITDA margin contracted to 5.2

per cent from 6.7 per cent in the

year-ago quarter, as per its

regulatory filing.

The company said the quarter's

earnings included a one-time

gain of Rs 9.2 crore, as per its

filing. Meanwhile, tax ex-

penses declined to Rs 32.1

crore from Rs 42.4 crore in the

corresponding quarter last fi-

nancial year.

Following the announcements,

the shares of the company

were trading at Rs 1,565.40,

down by 5.98 per cent or Rs

99.60. Founded in 1943, Blue

Star is among India's leading

air-conditioning and commer-

cial refrigeration companies.

Bengaluru, Aug 11 : Indian

artificial intelligence startup

Sarvam on Tuesday an-

nounced that it has entered the

unicorn club after raising $234

million in the first close of its

$300 million Series B funding

round, taking its post-money

valuation to $1.5 billion.

The funding round was led by

HCLTech as a strategic inves-

tor, with participation from

Bessemer Venture Partners

and continued backing from

existing investors Khosla Ven-

Sarvam AI turns unicorn after
raising $234 million in Series B round

tures and Peak XV Partners. The

latest fundraise marks a major

milestone for the Bengaluru-based

company, which is positioning it-

self as India's full-stack sovereign

AI platform.

Sarvam said the capital will be

used to advance research on its

next-generation frontier AI mod-

els focused on agentic AI, cod-

ing and cybersecurity applica-

tions, while also expanding ac-

cess to large-scale computing in-

frastructure and accelerating de-

ployments across key sectors.

As part of the round,

HCLTech will invest $150

million, making it the lead

strategic investor.

The IT services major said

the partnership would com-

bine Sarvam's AI research

capabilit ies with

HCLTech's enterprise ex-

pertise, engineering talent

and global customer rela-

tionships to build a compre-

hensive sovereign AI eco-

system for India and interna-

tional markets.
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CWG 2026 stars Sharmila,

Lovlina, Jhandu set to grace ‘Kaun

Banega Crorepati’ hot seat
Mumbai, Aug 11 : India’s Commonwealth Games

2026 medallists Sharmila Dhankar, Lovlina

Borgohain and Jhandu Kumar are set to swap the

sporting arena for the television studio as the trio

is expected to appear on the popular quiz show

Kaun Banega Crorepati (KBC).

Sources close to the development told IANS that

the three athletes will get the opportunity to take

the coveted ‘hot seat’ opposite Bollywood legend

and veteran KBC host Amitabh Bachchan. The

special episode featuring the Glasgow Common-

wealth Games medallists is expected to be telecast

after August 15. “Commonwealth Games medal-

lists Sharmila Dhankar, Lovlina Borgohain and

Jhandu are set to feature on the popular television

quiz show Kaun Banega Crorepati (KBC). The

three athletes will get an opportunity to take the

coveted hot seat opposite Bollywood legend

Amitabh Bachchan. The episode featuring the

Commonwealth Games medallists is expected to

be telecast after August 15,” sources told IANS.

Dhankar, who emerged as one of the standout sto-

ries of India's campaign in Glasgow, will bring an

especially inspiring journey to the show. She

clinched the gold medal in the women's F57 shot

put event, completing a remarkable transforma-

tion from surviving domestic violence to becoming

a Commonwealth Games champion.

Boxer Lovlina Borgohain will also feature after se-

curing the silver medal in the women's 75kg cat-

egory. The Indian was beaten 1-4 by Australia's

Emma-Sue Greentree in the final but returned

home with a podium finish from Glasgow.

There is not much difference between

Kohli in a practice session and a match : T Dilip
New Delhi, Aug 11 : Former India fielding coach

T Dilip has underlined Virat Kohli’s consistency

in the field, saying the veteran batter carries the

same intensity into matches that he displays dur-

ing training and, in the process, pushes those

around him to raise their own standards.

Dilip, who recently completed nearly five years

with the Indian team’s coaching set-up following

the England tour, believes Kohli’s influence is not

limited to the moments when the ball comes his

way. Instead, his constant involvement and will-

ingness to remain switched on have helped create

a stronger fielding culture within the team.

“With Virat Kohli, there is not much difference

between him in a practice session and a match,

because it’s not just Virat; it’s the five other play-

ers who have stretched their limits when they are

fielding with Virat Kohli. That’s the influence he

brings into the group,” Dilip told JioStar.

According to Dilip, Kohli’s approach is built

around an intensity that does not diminish with

his position on the field or the stage of the game.

Whether stationed in the inner circle or moving

across the boundary during the closing overs, the

former India captain continues to demand high

standards of himself. “When it comes to Virat

Kohli, intensity is non-negotiable.

Praggnanandhaa opens Sinquefield Cup
campaign with comfortable draw against Sevian
St. Louis (Missouri), Aug 11 :

Grandmaster R Praggnanandhaa

began his Sinquefield Cup cam-

paign with a comfortable draw

against American counterpart

Samuel Sevian in the opening

round of the penultimate event of

the Grand Chess Tour.

Playing with the black pieces,

Praggnanandhaa gave little away

as the Arkhangelsk Variation of

the Ruy Lopez produced a rela-

tively quiet encounter. The

Indian’s preparation appeared to

be superior, while Sevian showed

little inclination to complicate

matters.

The players began exchanging

pieces early, with a pair of rooks

coming off the board as soon as

the 11th move. Further exchanges

led to a queen-and-minor-piece

endgame in which both players

had two knights each, leaving little

scope for either side to create win-

ning chances.

Once the queens were traded, the

outcome became almost inevitable

and the game eventually ended in

a draw after 48 moves, although

the players could have agreed to

split the point earlier.

Top seed Fabiano Caruana was the

only player to register a victory in

the opening round of the 10-

player, nine-round tournament.

The American defeated Jorden

Van Foreest of the Netherlands to

take the early lead.

Caruana once again underlined

why he has been the standout

player on the Grand Chess Tour

this season, outplaying Van

Foreest from an initially equal

position.

'We are determined to bring back the gold

medal': Salima Tete ahead of Women’s Hockey WC
New Delhi, Aug 11 : India women’s hockey

captain Salima Tete has set her sights firmly

on the gold medal at the FIH Hockey

Women’s World Cup 2026, insisting that the

team has the belief and ability to challenge

for top honours after an impressive Nations

Cup triumph. India head into the World Cup

with considerable momentum after winning

the FIH Nations Cup in Auckland, New

Zealand, in June. The team remained un-

beaten throughout the tournament before

defeating hosts New Zealand 2-0 in the fi-

nal to lift the title. Speaking to JioStar ahead

of the showpiece event, Tete said the team's

confidence has grown considerably and that

the players are determined to convert their

recent success into a strong World Cup cam-

paign. “As a captain, my role is to support

every player on the pitch. Whether we are

losing or winning, I stand with the team.

Canadian Open: Svitolina,

Swiatek see off Alexandrova,

Shnaider to set up SF clash
Toronto, Aug 11 : Elina Svitolina’s

resilience once again came to the

fore as the ninth seed overturned

a slow start against Ekaterina

Alexandrova to book a place in the

Canadian Open semifinals, where

she will face Iga Swiatek in a clash

between two of the tournament’s

biggest forces.

Svitolina, the 2017 champion, was

initially unsettled by

Alexandrova’s aggressive baseline

approach. The 16th seed, fresh

from her shock victory over world

No. 1 Aryna Sabalenka, struck

cleanly to take the opening set 6-

3.

But the momentum changed dra-

matically after the first-set set-

back. Svitolina reeled off 11 of the

next 12 games, sweeping the sec-

ond set 6-0 and moving 5-1 ahead

in the decider. Alexandrova

threatened a late revival by nar-

rowing the deficit to 5-3, but

Svitolina held her nerve, breaking

in the ninth game to complete a 3-

6, 6-0, 6-3 victory in 93 minutes.

“I think she was playing really

well, serving really unreturnable

to be fair.

ICC Rankings: Nashra Sandhu

among notable gainers as

Pakistan’s late win brings progress
Dubai, Aug 11 : Pakistan’s

consolation victory in the final

T20I against Sri Lanka has

translated into significant

movement in the latest ICC

Women’s T20I Player

Rankings, with Nashra

Sandhu, Shawaal Zulfiqar

and Tuba Hassan among those

making notable gains despite

Sri Lanka claiming the three-

match series 2-1.

 Sandhu emerged as

Pakistan’s biggest mover

among the bowlers, climbing

one place to eighth after re-

turning figures of 1/17 in the

third T20I. The left-arm spin-

ner was one of Pakistan’s most

consistent performers

throughout the series, finish-

ing with three wickets while

maintaining an impressive

economy rate of 6.72. Tuba

Hassan also moved upwards.


