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Hi-Tech Pipes Q1 profit
slips 4 pc, shares fall nearly 7 pc
Hi-Tech Pipes on Monday re-

ported a 4.2 per cent year-on-year

(YoY) decline in consolidated net

profit for the June quarter (Q1

FY27), as a sharp rise in expenses

and finance costs...

Charlie Dean to captainCharlie Dean to captainCharlie Dean to captainCharlie Dean to captainCharlie Dean to captain
England in Ireland ODI seriesEngland in Ireland ODI seriesEngland in Ireland ODI seriesEngland in Ireland ODI seriesEngland in Ireland ODI series
Charlie Dean will captain England

in the upcoming three-match ODI

series against Ireland, with the all-

rounder handed another opportu-

nity to lead the side after

deputising during...

Amaravati, Aug  17 : Chief Minister

Chandrababu Naidu addressed the

Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assembly

regarding the Mega DSC recruitment is-

sue. He stated the belief that providing

quality education and skills transforms

students into excellent human resources.

He noted that by promoting the IT sector,

they had produced world-class human

resources in the field of technology. He

highlighted that the Telugu Desam Party

has always encouraged the education sec-

tor and recalled the reforms introduced

by NTR in the past through residential

schools.

Development is possible only
by raising educational standards: CM Chandrababu

He stated that it was NTR who es-

tablished a women's university to

provide higher education oppor-

tunities for women. He mentioned

that, during the early days of his

tenure as Chief Minister, he took

immediate action to address the

lack of schools.

The Chief Minister stated that a

primary school has been estab-

lished for every kilometer, an up-

per primary school for every three

kilometers, a junior college and an

engineering college for every

mandal, and a medical college for

every district. He emphasized that

development is possible only by

raising educational standards. He

lashed out at the previous admin-

istration for boasting about

implementing reforms between

2019 and 2024 without filling

even a single teacher post.

Naga Babu appointed chairman
of AP Green Executive Committee
Amaravati, Aug 17 : Andhra Pradesh Deputy Chief

Minister Pawan Kalyan's brother Nagendra Rao

Konidela, also known as Naga Babu, has been ap-

pointed as the chairman of the Andhra Pradesh Green

Executive Committee. Naga Babu is a member of the

State Legislative Council and one of the key leaders

of Jana Sena headed by his brother.

Assam government's sensational
decision: 20% salary cut for entering into a second marriage

Guwahati, Aug 17 : Assam Chief Minister

Himanta Biswa Sarma has issued a warning to gov-

ernment employees, stating that action will be

taken against those who marry a second time with-

out legally divorcing their first wife. He announced

that 20 percent of the salary of an employee who

enters into a second marriage would be deducted

and deposited into the first wife's bank account.

High-level panel on banking
to be formed soon: FM Sitharaman
New Delhi, Aug 17: Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman said on Monday that the government will

soon announce the composition of a high-powered com-

mittee to recommend how the banking sector should play

its role in supporting the country’s transformation into a

developed economy by 2047.  Addressing the inaugura-

tion of the two-day conclave of heads of public sector

banks and financial institutions here, Sitharaman said.

TET row: Jagan slams
Chandrababu Naidu for suspension of
5 teachers for taking woes to Centre
Former Andhra Pradesh Chief

Minister and YSR Congress Party

President, Y.S. Jagan Mohan

Reddy, on Monday...

Telangana election body
releases draft electoral rolls under SIR
Hyderabad, Aug 17  : The Telangana State Election

Commission has published the draft electoral rolls pre-

pared following the first phase of the Special Intensive

Revision (SIR).

Addressing media persons here on Monday, Chief Elec-

toral Officer (CEO) Sudarshan Reddy stated that the

initial phase of the state-wide exercise is complete, with

enumeration form reception crossing 78 per cent.

During the verification process, over two per cent of

voters were identified as deceased, while nearly 60 lakh

records reflected entries with anomalies. Additionally,

approximately 32 lakh electors were found to be un-

mapped. Consequently, notices are slated to be issued to

roughly 92 lakh individuals across the state.

The CEO advised voters who receive notices to respond at

the earliest by submitting the necessary supporting docu-

ments for verification.

Bhongir, Aug 17 : AICC Telangana in-

charge Meenakshi Natarajan on Mon-

day placed food security and protection

of the rights of the poor at the centre of

the Congress party’s organisational and

political agenda, saying the welfare

measures being implemented by the

Telangana government reflected the

party’s long-standing vision of ensuring

Food security, welfare and
voting rights at heart of Congress
agenda: Natarajan

that no vulnerable family was denied food, shel-

ter, healthcare or democratic rights. Address-

ing a meeting of the Political Affairs Commit-

tee of the erstwhile Nalgonda district at Bhongir,

Natarajan drew a direct link between the right

to vote and the right of ordinary citizens to ac-

cess the social security measures created. for

CM Vijay announces expanded
farm loan waiver, commits additional Rs 953 crore
Chennai, Aug 17 : Tamil Nadu

Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay

on Monday announced an ex-

pansion of the cooperative farm

loan waiver scheme, commit-

ting an additional Rs 953.06

crore to provide greater finan-

cial relief to farmers across the

state.  Making a statement under Rule

110 in the Assembly, Vijay said agri-

cultural loans of up to Rs 75,000 ob-

tained from cooperative institutions

would be waived completely.

Farmers with outstanding loans ranging

from Rs 75,000 to Rs 1 lakh would re-

ceive a waiver of up to Rs 75,000.

VIJAYAWADA PUBLISHED FROM VIJAYAWADA & HYDERABAD2

www.theindianmail.in

TUESDAY, 18 AUGUST 2026 VOL : 09  No : 326   PAGES : 08

RNI No : APENG/2017/75833



04 GENERALnews04 GENERALnews02 THE INDIAN MAIL
www.theindianmail.inGENERAL NEWS

18 AUGUST 2026

TUESDAY, VIJAYAWADA

Students should study
according to a plan : District Collector Garima Agarwal.
Vemulawada, August 17 :

District Collector Garima

Agarwal advised all students

to study according to a planned

schedule.

The District Collector in-

spected the Kasturba Gandhi

Balika Vidyalaya (KGBV) in

Vemulawada town on Mon-

day. She first examined the at-

tendance registers of teachers,

staff, and students. She then

visited the kitchen to check the

quality of vegetables, fruits, eggs,

lentils, and rice, and verified their

expiry dates.

She checked the food items being

prepared for the day against the

menu chart. While the students

were having their meal, she inter-

acted with them and inquired if

quality food was being served in

accordance with the menu.

She also visited the Intermediate

second-year CEC classroom and

asked the students about their fu-

They should consume nutritious food

They should pay attention to their health

ture plans.

Speaking on the occasion, District

Collector Garima Agarwal or-

dered that quality food be pro-

vided to students strictly accord-

ing to the menu. She directed of-

ficials to ensure that all students

attend classes. She advised stu-

dents to study their subjects dili-

gently according to a plan and to

start practicing with question pa-

pers for all subjects right away.

She expressed the hope that they

would pursue their education with

a clear goal and eventually settle

into the jobs or self-employment

opportunities they aspire to. They

also advised maintaining personal

hygiene and taking care of one’s

health. They further suggested

consuming the nutritious food

provided at the school.

Extensive Awareness Campaign Needed

for AIDS Control : District Collector Garima Agrawal
District Collector flags off AIDS control

awareness rally from the IDOC

Rajanna Sircilla, Aug  16 : Dis-

trict Collector Garima Agrawal di-

rected officials to conduct an ex-

tensive awareness campaign re-

garding AIDS control at the

grassroots level. On Monday, she

flagged off an awareness rally

from the District Integrated Office

Complex (IDOC), organized

jointly by the National AIDS Con-

trol Organization, the State AIDS

Control Society, the District AIDS

Prevention and Control Unit, and

the Medical and Health Depart-

ment. Subsequently, she unveiled

posters featuring the toll-free

number 1097 and a QR code. The

rally commenced at the IDOC,

passed through the New Bus

Stand, Ambedkar Crossroads, and

Gandhi Chowk in Sircilla town,

reached the Manair Bridge, and

concluded upon returning to the

IDOC. These awareness activities,

which began on the 12th of this

month, will continue until the

18th. Speaking on the occasion,

District Collector Garima

Agrawal emphasized the need to

provide information regarding

AIDS diagnostic tests, treatment,

medication, and counseling at all

government hospitals. She or-

dered that confirmatory tests be

conducted rigorously in areas

where positive cases are de-

tected. She also directed officials

to organize awareness meetings

and competitions for the youth

and students.

ZP CEO Venkata Madhava Rao,

District Medical Officer Angela

Alfred, District Educational Of-

ficer Mondayya, doctors (Dr.

Nayamaja, Sudha Goni, Mahesh

Goud, and Karthik).

“Grievance Day” Aims to Resolve
Victims’ Issues : District SP Mahesh B. Githe

21 complaints received during the Grievance Day program
Rajanna Sircilla, Aug  17:

District SP Mahesh B. Githe

stated that the “Grievance

Day” program is conducted

every Monday at the District

Police Office with the aim of

receiving complaints from the

public and ensuring speedy

justice for victims by resolv-

ing their issues. During the

program held on Monday, 21

complaints were received

from petitioners across the

district; the SP contacted the

respective police station offi-

cials and directed them to resolve the vic-

tims’ issues quickly and in accordance with

the law. Speaking on the occasion, the SP

emphasized the goal of bringing police ser-

vices closer to the people and resolving pub-

lic grievances. He instructed police officers

and staff to treat complainants visiting the

station with courtesy, accept their petitions

and complaints, conduct field-level inquir-

ies if necessary.

, and ensure justice is delivered according to

the law. He noted that this approach fosters

confidence and trust in the police department

among complainants. He added that com-

plaints received during Grievance Day.

Arrested Pakistani national in Bengal used

name of co-accused's father to get Indian ID cards
Kolkata, Aug 17 : Wahab Alam,

the Pakistani national arrested in

Habra, West Bengal, had used the

name of the co-accused

Mohammad Izaz's father to get In-

dian identity documents, an inves-

tigation by the Special Task Force

(STF) has revealed.  Sources said

that Alam, after illegally entering

India in 2012, not only stayed at

Izaz’s residence in Topsia, East

Kolkata, for a long time but also

used the documents of Izaz's father

to secure Indian identity cards.

 for himself. The Indian identity

documents recovered by the STF

sleuths from Alam include Aadhaar

card, PAN card and EPIC card. All

these documents show Izaz's father

as Alam's father. It is learnt that

Alam’s wish was to get an Indian

passport for himself by virtue of

those documents.

However, that wish could not be

fulfilled because of the Special In-

tensive Revision (SIR) exercise in

West Bengal. Being

categorised under the

“logical discrepancy”

category, Alam was

summoned for a hear-

ing by the booth level

officer (BLO) to es-

tablish his credentials.

But sensing trouble,

he did not turn up for

the hearing and in-

stead escaped to

Habra in North 24

Parganas district,

where he was ar-

rested. He intended to

escape to

n e i g h b o u r i n g

Bangladesh through

the international bor-

der in North 24

Parganas district,

which is fairly close to

Habra. It is learnt that

during his stay in

Haldia.

Hyderabad, Aug

17  : The

Telangana Gov-

ernment has

waived crop loans

w o r t h

R s . 2 0 , 6 1 6 . 8 9

crore for

25,35,964 farmers

as part of its com-

mitment to farmer

welfare, claimed

Agriculture Min-

ister Tummala

Nageswara Rao.

The Minister said

the one-time

waiver covered

crop loans up to

Rs.2 lakh, includ-

ing principal.

Telangana WaivesTelangana WaivesTelangana WaivesTelangana WaivesTelangana Waives
Rs.20,616 CR CropRs.20,616 CR CropRs.20,616 CR CropRs.20,616 CR CropRs.20,616 CR Crop
Loans, benefitsLoans, benefitsLoans, benefitsLoans, benefitsLoans, benefits
25.35 Lakh farmers25.35 Lakh farmers25.35 Lakh farmers25.35 Lakh farmers25.35 Lakh farmers
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TET row: Jagan slams Chandrababu Naidu
for suspension of 5 teachers for taking woes to Centre
Amaravati, Aug 17 : Former Andhra Pradesh Chief Minis-

ter and YSR Congress Party President, Y.S. Jagan Mohan

Reddy, on Monday slammed Chief Minister N. Chandrababu

Naidu over suspension of five teachers for meeting Union

government representatives to seek exemption from the

Teacher Eligibility Test (TET) for in-service teachers.  Y.S.

Jagan took to social media to question the Chief Minister

over vindictiveness against government employees, particu-

larly teachers. “On the first day, teachers belonging to teach-

ers’ associations in YSR Kadapa district were suspended,

and on the second day, teachers from Anantapur and Sri

Sathya Sai districts were suspended. Why were these five

teachers suspended? What crime did they commit?,” asked

the YSRCP chief. Y.S. Jagan mentioned that more than one

lakh senior teachers are facing difficulties because they are

now being asked to write the TET examination after so many

years of service, even though no such TET requirement ex-

isted when they joined service.

"Is it a crime for them to seek exemption from this rule and

submit a representation to the Union Government with the

support of MPs standing by them," Y.S. Jagan asked.

Demanding immediate revocation of the suspensions, the

YSRCP chief urged CM Naidu to apologise to the suspended

teachers and rectify the mistake. He warned that YSRCP

will take this issue seriously and extend complete legal sup-

port to the teachers in challenging these unjust suspensions.

Y.S. Jagan said, “Your Red Book-driven jungle raj is now not

even sparing government teachers. Chandrababu garu, should

you not have been the one to urge the Union Government to

remove this TET requirement? As a partner in the NDA, why

did you not pass a resolution in the Assembly and exert pres-

sure on the Centre?”

“You failed to do what you were supposed to do. You aban-

doned the problems of senior teachers. But when they them-

selves tried to bring their problems to the notice of the Union

Government with the support of our party MPs, you branded

them politically motivated and suspended them," he said.

"Is their only fault that they tried to do what you could not? Is

submitting a representation a crime? Does it warrant suspen-

sion? Instead of resolving an issue.

Commercial flight operations begin at Andhra's
Bhogapuram as Visakhapatnam airport slips into history
Visakhapatnam, Aug 17 :

Commercial flight operations

commenced at the newly de-

veloped Alluri Sitarama Raju

International Airport at

Bhogapuram in

Vizianagaram district from

midnight as Visakhapatnam

Airport in Andhra Pradesh

slipped into history.

All commercial operations at

the Civil Enclave at Visakhapatnam

Airport (INS Dega) shifted to

Bhogapuram Airport, about 45 km

away, with effect from 00.01 hours on

Monday (August 17). The International

Air Transport Code “VTZ” for Visak

hapatnam Airport was transferred to

Bhogapuram International Greenfield

Airport.  Scoot Airlines’ flight to

Singapore was the first to take off from

the new airport around midnight.

Junior doctors across
Andhra Pradesh intensify strike to demand hike in stipend
Amaravati, Aug 17 : Demand-

ing a hike in stipend, junior

doctors across Andhra Pradesh

on Monday began a total boy-

cott of emergency services, dis-

rupting healthcare delivery in

government medical colleges

and teaching hospitals.

Andhra Pradesh Junior Doc-

tors’ Association (APJUDA)

had given a call for the boycott

of emergency services to press

for their demands, including long-

pending stipend revision.

About 9,000 resident doctors,

medical interns, junior residents,

super-speciality postgraduates,

senior residents, and doctors de-

ployed under the District Resi-

dency Programme (DRP) scheme

were staying away from duties,

affecting Intensive Care Units,

casualty wards, and labour rooms.

Junior doctors in all 19 govern-

ment medical colleges in the state

are participating in the strike.

The phased strike began on Au-

gust 11 with a time-bound with-

drawal of non-emergency ser-

vices. With no written assurance

coming from the government,

APJUDA intensified its protest.

Non-emergency healthcare ser-

vices remained fully suspended

across all government teaching

hospitals, superspeciality units,

and peripheral medical colleges.

The government said it has made

arrangements to ensure that pa-

tients do not face difficulties due

to the junior doctors' strike. The

department of health is continu-

ously reviewing the situation with

District Collectors, medical col-

lege principals, and hospital su-

perintendents.

Additional doctors are being kept

on standby wherever needed. Spe-

cial arrangements are being made

to ensure the uninterrupted func-

tioning of emergency depart-

ments, ICUs, maternity services,

operation theatres, NICU, PICU,

dialysis units, and trauma services,

it said.

Measures are being taken to en-

sure the availability of medi-

cines, oxygen, blood, and essen-

tial medical supplies, said an

official release.

According to APJUDA, the sti-

pend hike has been pending

since January 1. As per an or-

der issued by the Health, Medi-

cal and Family Welfare Depart-

ment in 2009, there will be a

biennial revision of junior doc-

tors’ stipends by about 15 per

cent.

 APJUDA leaders said despite

repeated appeals, the authorities

failed to give a clear assurance

on a stipend hike.

YSRCP tried to stall
DSC recruitment process, alleges Nara Lokesh
Amaravati, Aug 17 : Dismiss-

ing the allegations of irregu-

larities in recruitment of teach-

ers through Mega DSC,

Andhra Pradesh Education

Minister Nara Lokesh alleged

in the Assembly that YSR Con-

gress Party leaders deliberately

tried to stall the recruitment

process by approaching courts.

Making a statement in the As-

sembly on Monday, Nara

Lokesh said 141 cases were

filed in 148 days, seeking to

stop or stall the District Selec-

tion Committee (DSC).

Nara Lokesh claimed that the

government was able to with-

stand the legal challenges be-

cause the Mega DSC notifica-

tion was prepared carefully and in compliance

with all rules. He said he had instructed the de-

partment that he would take serious action if the

notification failed at any stage of legal scrutiny.

He asserted that the coalition government ulti-

mately completed the Mega DSC recruitment,

issued offer letters, trained the selected teachers

and deployed them in schools, calling it an

achievement of the “people’s government”.

Lokesh also claimed that recruitment under sports

quota was conducted transparently, with the ob-

jective to encourage athletes.

He clarified that the objective was not to subject

sportspersons to regular tests, but to encourage

and promote sporting talent by providing appoint-

ments through the sports quota. He added that,

under the leadership of the minister concerned

and in accordance with the Centre’s recommen-

dations, the number of recognised sports disci-

plines was expanded from 29 to 65.

Lokesh announced that the State government will

conduct the DSC every year as a firm commit-

ment to the youth, saying there would be “no

second thought” and that the government would

not go back on its promise.

He said the government had already filled 3,000

teacher posts through DSC this year as part of

the Mega Job Calendar.

He told the House the government has so far filled

around 10,060 posts through the Mega Job Cal-

endar, covering Group-1, Group-2 and DSC re-

cruitments, while the TET examinations were

also completed recently.

Medak Fort should be developed
as major tourist destination: Vivek
Medak, Aug 17 : Minister for

Labour, Mines and Geology

Dr. G. Vivek Venkataswamy

unveiled a special postal cover

dedicated to the Medak Fort

on Monday.

On the occasion, the Minister

congratulated the Postal de-

partment for recognising the

historical significance of the

Medak Fort and releasing a

special postal cover. He said

that with Medak now serv-

ing as a district headquar-

ters, there is a need to de-

velop the Medak Fort into a

prominent tourist destina-

tion.

"As the fort is a heritage

property, necessary clear-

ances must be obtained from

the Central government.

Hyderabad, Aug 17 : The de-

velopment of the Zahirabad In-

dustrial Smart City will be com-

pleted by March 2028, with the

Telangana government target-

ing investments of around

?15,000 crore and employment

opportunities for nearly two

lakh people, IT and Industries

Minister Duddilla Sridhar Babu

said.

The Minister made the an-

nouncement while participating

virtually from the Telangana

Secretariat on Monday in a

meeting of the National Indus-

trial Corridor Development and

Implementation Trust

(NICDIT), chaired from New

Delhi by Union Finance Minis-

ter Nirmala Sitharaman and

Union Minister for Commerce

Zahirabad Industrial Smart City
to be ready by March 2028: Sridhar Babu

and Industry Piyush Goyal.

Chief Ministers and Indus-

tries Ministers from various

States participated in the

video conference.

The Zahirabad Industrial

Smart City is being developed

over 3,245 acres and is envi-

sioned as a major industrial

and manufacturing hub in

Telangana. Once fully opera-

tional, the project is expected

to generate direct and indirect

employment for nearly two

lakh people.
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India, Southern African Customs
Union sign terms of reference towards trade pact

T
he government on Wednesday said that India

and the Southern African Customs Union

(SACU) have signed the Terms of Reference

(ToR) for negotiations towards a Preferential Trade

Agreement (PTA) between India and SACU, mark-

ing an important step towards strengthening trade and

economic engagement.  The negotiations seek to pro-

vide preferential market access to an already estab-

lished commercial relationship, with significant

complementarities in engineering goods and machin-

ery, automobiles, pharmaceuticals, textiles, agricul-

ture and agri-processing.  Calling for a balanced, fair

and equitable trade agreement between India and the

SACU, Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush

Goyal emphasised the partnership can help diversify

markets and create opportunities for both sides to

prosper.  Goyal said India can play an important role

in supplying affordable medicines and supporting the

development of new talent in the IT sector in the

SACU region.

India can also help integrate SACU countries into

global supply chains in areas where their businesses

are competitive and where skills and talent can be

developed or are already available. According to

Goyal, India’s engagement with Southern Africa is

rooted in a longstanding partnership of equals and

extends well beyond trade.  He recalled that South-

ern Africa occupies a special place in India’s national

memory, noting that “India’s relationship with South-

ern Africa did not begin with commerce. It began with

conscience.”  Recalling Mahatma Gandhi, he also

highlighted India’s support for the peoples of South-

ern Africa in their struggle against apartheid. “What

we sign today does not by itself lower a single tariff

or clear a single container. Only a final agreement

will do that,” he said, calling for an early conclusion

of the PTA. Commerce Secretary Rajesh Agrawal said

this is India’s first ToR signing with the African re-

gion and noted SACU’s significance as the oldest cus-

toms union in the world.

He stated that the PTA is envisaged to cover eight

important chapters, including trade in goods and mar-

ket access for goods; rules of origin and origin pro-

cedures; customs procedures and trade facilitation;

trade remedies.

South African Parliament Speaker not to oppose
President Ramaphosa's bid to halt impeachment inquiry
Cape Town, Aug 17 : South

Africa's Parliament Speaker

Thokozile Didiza will not oppose

President Cyril Ramaphosa's ur-

gent bid to halt the impeachment

proceedings, the Parliament said

on Monday.  Ramaphosa filed an

urgent application, seeking to

suspend the Impeachment

Committee's work while chal-

lenging the findings of an inde-

pendent panel report into the

Phala Phala affair. In court pa-

pers, he argued that the proceed-

ings should be paused pending a

judicial review of the report,

Xinhua news agency reported.

the President launched a separate

challenge asking the Western

Cape High Court to review and set

aside the panel's findings. Didiza

filed a notice on Friday, saying

that she would abide by the West-

ern Cape High Court's decision.

The move means that the Parlia-

ment will not contest the applica-

tion. In a statement on Tuesday,

the Parliament said Didiza's notice

to abide will be filed alongside an

explanatory affidavit to assist the

court. "Given the content of the

explanatory affidavit, the Speaker

believes that the stance adopted is

not only necessary but is entirely

consistent with the respective

roles and responsibilities of the

Assembly versus those of the Im-

peachment Committee," it said. The

development came days after the

Impeachment Committee said it

would oppose Ramaphosa's urgent

court application and had asked

Didiza to join the committee in op-

posing the President's bid. The im-

peachment process was revived

after South Africa's Constitutional

Court ruled last month that the

Parliament had acted unlawfully

when it rejected the panel's report

in 2022.

Islamabad, Aug 17 : Violence against women

in Pakistan is embedded in institutions, up-

held by Jirgas tolerated by the state and rein-

forced with media narratives, as per a local

media report.  "The normalisation of abuse

reflects hostility toward female autonomy.

Punitive measures alone cannot dismantle this

system…International obligations lose signifi-

cance when justice is replaced by silence. Low

conviction rates, state reluctance to confront

Jirgas and media complicity sustain impunity,

leaving women vulnerable and unprotected,"

the report by Pakistan Observer said. On June

5, young physician Mahnoor Narsir was at-

tacked with acid by a staff member at Quetta’s

civil hospital, marking another act of gendered

brutality. "This was not merely an assault; it

was a grave act of gender-based violence and

workplace insecurity, emblematic of the per-

ilous conditions women face in Pakistan," the

report said. TikTok influencer Sana Yousaf

was shot dead in her Islamabad home in June

2025, hours after celebrating her 17th birth-

Violence against women is
embedded in Pakistan’s institutions: Report

day. Noor Mukadam was beheaded by her

boyfriend in 2021 after rejecting his mar-

riage proposal, an incident that sparked out-

rage nationwide. "The events of January

2026 exposed judicial complicity in perpetu-

ating this crisis. Pakistan’s Supreme Court

reduced a rape conviction to fornication, cut-

ting a 20-year sentence to five years and re-

ducing the fine, reinforcing systemic reluc-

tance to confront gender-based violence,"

the report noted. The low single-digit con-

viction rates are the reality for domestic vio-

lence, rape and “so-called honour killings",

while abductions see a dismal 0.1 per cent

convictions. "The judiciary’s failure is not

incidental; it is structural, reflecting a

broader reluctance to challenge patriarchal

norms and tribal authority.”

Rose Valley chit fund
scam: ED completes return of
Rs 127 crore to victims
Kolkata, Aug 17 : In the Rose Val-

ley Group chit fund scam, the ED

has so far returned Rs 127.69 crore

to 1.73 lakh victims, an official said

on Monday.

The Enforcement Directorate

(ED), Kolkata Zonal Office, in co-

ordination with the Asset Disposal

Committee (ADC), has continued

to play a pivotal role in the restitu-

tion process for victims of the Rose

Valley Group scam, resulting in

completion of 16 phases of fund

disbursement, the ED said in a

statement.

South Korean President Lee appoints
new senior secretaries for communication, civil affairs
Seoul, Aug 17 : South Korean

President Lee Jae Myung has

appointed new senior presi-

dential secretaries for com-

munications and civil affairs,

along with three other aides,

the presidential chief of staff

said Monday. Seong Ghi-hong,

former CEO and president of

Yonhap News Agency, was ap-

pointed presidential secretary for

public relations and communica-

tion, while Han Chan-sik, a former

senior prosecutor, was named presi-

New York, Aug 17 : The left

flank of the Democratic Party

had a setback when its con-

troversial candidate for Gov-

ernor of Wisconsin, Francesca

Hong, lost to a moderate in the

Primary belying polls in a

state often the weathervane

for national political winds.

On the other side, President

Donald Trump's favoured can-

didate, a right-winger, lost the

Republican nomination for

Governor of Minnesota in pri-

maries on Monday.

In another closely-watched

Left flank of Democratic Party has
setback with defeat of radical in Wisconsin primary

primary, another Trump-backed candidate

Darline Graham, the sister of the late Senator

Lindsey Graham, failed to get a majority in the

Republican primary in South Carolina.

Under the state's rules, she will go into a runoff

against Ralph Norman, party hardliner, who

came second with eight per cent fewer votes

than her in a crowded field. Mike Lindell, the

pillow-magnate backed by Trump, lost the Re-

publican primary for Minnesota Governor to

State House Speaker Lisa Demuth by about 11

per cent. Lindell, who subscribes to the claim

that Trump had defeated former President Joe

Biden in 2016, characteristically has claimed

the primary was rigged. Hong, a Democrat So-

cialist with some extreme views.

Islamabad, Aug 17 : A new assessment

by the United Nations (UN) has revealed

that around 7.5 million people in Paki-

stan face high levels of food insecurity

and malnutrition after a year that wit-

nessed heavy monsoon floods, prolonged

drought, dry spells, and a rise in violence.

around 1.25 million people will face

'emergency' levels of acute food insecu-

rity, characterised by large food gaps and

high levels of acute malnutrition, the In-

tegrated Food Security Phase Classifica-

tion (IPC) report said.

Immediate lifesaving assistance is re-

quired to prevent a "catastrophe" for over

a million people in Pakistan in emergency

levels of food insecurity. Residual 2025

monsoon flood impacts, drought, and

localised insecurity have weakened agri-

culture.

UN warns 7.5 million
people in Pakistan face
high levels of food insecurity
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dential secretary for civil affairs, the

official said. Kim Kyoung-ja,

former vice chairperson of the

country's biggest umbrella union,

the Korean Confederation of Trade

Unions, was appointed presidential

secretary for social affairs, Yonhap

News Agency reported.

Former Army commander

Kang Gun-jark and Song Ki-

ho, a senior official at the Na-

tional Security Office.

North Korea vows to secure 'unparalleled' retaliatory
capability over South Korea's nuclear submarine push
Seoul, Aug 17 : North Korea

has denounced South Korea's

efforts to build a nuclear-pow-

ered submarine, calling it a step

toward "nuclear armament,"

and warned of "unparalleled

power" to neutralise threats,

Pyongyang's state media said

Monday. In a commentary car-

ried by the Korean Central

News Agency (KCNA), Jang

Kum-chol, first vice minister of

North Korea's foreign ministry,

said that Seoul's goal was "to

secure the right to produce

nuclear materials, free from the

restraint of the item on repro-

cessing nuclear waste fuel and

prohibiting uranium enrich-

ment, and ultimately pave the

way for making a leap forward

to nuclear armament." He

warned that Seoul's nuclear

cooperation with Washing-

ton on nuclear submarine

development will further

destabilise the Korean Pen-

insula and pose a grave

challenge to North Korea's

security and maritime sov-

ereignty, Yonhap News

Agency reported.

"The possession of the un-

paralleled power capable of

neutralising all sorts of ex-

isting or newly-emerging

potential threats and re-

sponding to any military

attempt of the enemy states

to provoke the strategic

sovereignty security of our

state with the retaliatory at-

tack which make them im-

possible to survive.



Canberra, Aug 17 : Authorities

on Monday launched a new task

force to target organised crimi-

nals trafficking illicit drugs into

northern Australia from Pacific

nations.  A statement from the

Australian Federal Police (AFP)

and the police force in the north-

east state of Queensland said that

the North Queensland Joint Or-

ganized Crime Task Force

(JOCTF) would counter the

growing threat of criminals

sourcing methamphetamine and

cocaine stockpiled in the Pacific,

Xinhua news agency reported.

It said that the task force will tar-

get organized criminals engaged

in trafficking through the Torres

Strait, the body of water that

separates northern Queensland

and New Guinea, to protect vul-

nerable communities and Austra-

lian sovereignty. "We believe

there are tonnes of illicit com-

modities that have been stock-

piled in the Pacific over many

years, giving onshore and off-

shore organized crime syndicates

reliable.

US revokes over 600 visas
in crackdown on birth tourism
Washington, Aug 17 : The United States has revoked more than

600 visas from foreign nationals as part of a new campaign against

birth tourism, the State Department said on Monday. The depart-

ment said it had established a Birth Tourism Prevention Task

Force to identify visa holders who travelled to the United States

to give birth and individuals who facilitated such travel.

South Korean PM holds
2045 Strategy Committee meeting, selects 17 core tasks
Seoul, Aug 17 : The South Korean gov-

ernment held a second meeting on Mon-

day of the 2045 Strategy Committee

charged with drawing up a blueprint and

strategies for what South Korea should

look like in 2045 and identified 17 core

tasks with the goal of announcing the fi-

nal strategies by the end of the year, of-

ficials said. The committee, launched in

May, is aimed at developing long-term

national development strategies to mus-

ter up national capabilities so as to deal

systematically with hard-to-resolve chal-

lenges, such as polarisation, demo-

graphic changes, regional extinction and

climate change. The year 2045 carries a

symbolic meaning as the centennial of

Korea's liberation from Japan's 1910-45

colonial rule, reports Yonhap news

agency. "The 2045 national development

strategy should be a strategy for all

people, not just the government alone.

What's more important than anything

else is to collect wisdom from

all people across generations,"

Prime Minister Han Seong-

sook said while presiding over

the committee's second meet-

ing. "We will try to select fu-

ture-oriented, daring and chal-

lenging tasks to build an 'irre-

placeable Republic of Korea'

in every aspect by 2045, the

100th anniversary of the lib-

eration," she said.

During the meeting, the Na-

tional Research Council for

Economics, Humanities and

Social Sciences reported that

South Korea faces a polycrisis

involving AI transformation,

demographic and climate cri-

ses, and geopolitical hege-

mony competition while

trapped in a "double bottle-

neck".

Australian police launch
task force to target
Pacific drug trafficking

Juba, Aug 17 : Foreign diplomats have called on

South Sudanese President Salva Kiir to reverse ac-

tion on the reported house arrest of First Vice Presi-

dent Riek Machar to prevent further escalation of

the country's political tensions.

In a joint statement issued in the South Sudanese

capital of Juba on Monday evening, the diplomats

from Britain, the Netherlands, Norway, France, Ger-

many, the United States, and the European Union

delegation also called on Kiir and other leaders with

control or influence over armed groups to order an

immediate cease-fire.

The diplomats said they are gravely concerned

about the reports that Machar has been detained at

his residence. "We call on President Kiir to reverse

this action and to prevent further escalation. We

note that First Vice President Machar's position in

the government is established under Article 1.7.2

of the 2018 Peace Agreement (the R-ARCSS)," the

foreign envoys said.

Foreign diplomats urge South Sudan to

free Machar to avert crisis as mediation begins
Manila, Aug 17 : China’s

sanctions against Philippines

Defence Secretary Gilberto

'Gibo' Teodoro Jr. and his fam-

ily are crossing the line into

unilateral coercive measures, a

local media report said on

Monday. The sanctions were

announced by China earlier

this month, banning Teodoro

and his family from entering

mainland China, Hong Kong,

and Macao, and prohibiting

Chinese entities from conduct-

ing business with them.

China accused Teodoro of

making "irresponsible re-

marks" that allegedly under-

mined Chinese interests, sabo-

taged the ties between the na-

tions, after Teodoro’s remarks

about Philippine rights in the

West Philippine Sea.

China sanctions cross the
line into unilateral
coercive measures: Report

Kashmiri diaspora stages protest march
in Belgium; condemns atrocities by Pak forces in PoK
Brussels, Aug 17 : Several members of the Kashmiri

diaspora in Belgium staged a protest march from the Eu-

ropean Parliament to the United Nations office in Brus-

sels, condemning the killings of innocent civilians by Pa-

kistani forces in Pakistan occupied Kashmir (PoK), amid

the escalating unrest in the region.

The protesters on Monday raised slogans against Paki-

stani forces and called for international attention to ongo-

ing human rights abuses in PoK, including restrictions on

essential services and the brutal use of force against dem-

onstrators as the unrest continues to intensify in the occu-

pied territory. This protest march came amid growing dem-

onstrations by Kashmiri diaspora groups across the world,

with protesters demanding international intervention over

what they described as a brutal crackdown by Pakistani

authorities in PoK.

Earlier this week, PoK-based human rights documenta-

tion and monitoring body, the Jammu Kashmir Human

Rights Observatory (JKHRO), recorded 93 civilian deaths

during the escalating unrest in the occupied territory be-

tween June 5 and August 5.

Last week, thousands of Kashmiri diaspora members

staged a protest march in Italy's Bologna city, con-

demning brutalities by Pakistani forces against

peaceful protestors in PoK.

The protesters expressed solidarity with the civil

society group Joint Awami Action Committee

(JAAC) and called for an end to Pakistani secu-

rity forces' operations in the region.

Taking to its social media platform X, the JAAC

said that in Italy, Kashmiris staged a strong pro-

test and appealed to the international community

to raise their voice against the "genocide" of un-

armed civilians by the Pakistani forces.

"Peaceful demonstrators are only demanding their

basic rights," it added.

Recently, several British parliamentarians ex-

pressed grave concern over brutalities by Paki-

stani forces against civilians in PoK during the

anti-government protests.

Nepal not seeking British mediation
on border issue with India : PM Balen Shah
Kathmandu, Aug 17 : Nepal’s Prime Min-

ister Balen Shah on Monday clarified his

previous statement regarding the possible

involvement of the United Kingdom in re-

solving the Nepal-India border dispute,

stating that Nepal is not seeking British

mediation.  During his first-ever appear-

ance to answer lawmakers’ questions in the

House of Representatives, the lower House

of Parliament, on May 31, Prime Minister

Shah said that Nepal had engaged not only

with India and China but had also spoken

with the British government, considering

that historical records existed with the Brit-

ish government from the period of British

rule in India.

“Our view is that England (the UK) should

also take an interest, as the issue dates back

to the period when the British ruled India,”

Shah had said. “Therefore, all these mat-

ters should be resolved through dialogue

and diplomatic negotiations.”

In addition, Shah had remarked that Nepal

had also encroached on Indian territory

despite its longstanding complaints about

Indian encroachment. The statement drew

criticism from opposition political parties,

foreign policy experts, and border ana-

lysts.

On Sunday, Shah clarified his earlier re-

marks while addressing the inaugural ses-

sion of the General Convention of the

Rastriya Swatantra Party (RSP), which be-

gan in the southern Chitwan district.

“We have evidence regarding Kalapani

and Lipulekh.
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Kabul, Aug 17 : Kabul on

Monday said that its forces

stand fully prepared to respond

to any violation of

Afghanistan’s territory, warn-

ing neighbours that recent

cross-border tensions will be

met with decisive action, lo-

cal media reported.

"Taliban authorities show-

cased hundreds of newly-

graduated commandos this

week as tensions with Pakistan

rose sharply along the border.

At a ceremony attended by

Taliban warns Pakistan again, says

 Afghan forces 'fully prepared' to respond to any hostile action
senior officials, Taliban Deputy Prime Minister Abdul

Ghani Baradar said Afghanistan would not tolerate any

violation of its territory and was prepared to respond to

any aggression," Afghanistan's leading Khaama Press

news agency reported. According to the Taliban Defence

Ministry, the new commando units have received "full

ideological and military training" and were ready to de-

fend Afghanistan’s borders. "Baradar warned

neighbouring countries not to test the patience of Afghans

and not to view Afghanistan territory with ill intent. Dur-

ing the ceremony, Taliban forces carried out helicopter

manoeuvres and ground tactics to demonstrate operational

readiness. The ministry said any foreign force seeking to

breach Afghanistan soil would face a decisive response,"

the leading media outlet reported.

China-linked firms grip US
food supply : Senator Chuck Schumer

Washington, Aug 17 : For-

eign players linked to China

are tightening their grip over

America’s food supply and

influencing grocery prices, a

top Democratic senator said,

warning that rising consoli-

dation in agriculture.



New Delhi, Aug 17 : Union

Minister Jyotiraditya Scindia

said on Monday that the north-

east region is set to emerge as

the "economic engine" of the

nation, as it is no longer just

adopting new digital technolo-

gies but also leading the way

in the country’s growing eco-

nomic expansion.

“The northeast region has seen

major development activities

under the leadership of Prime

Northeast region poised
to emerge as nation’s economic engine: Minister

Minister Narendra Modi includ-

ing expanding air, road and rail

connectivity and waterways. At

present northeast has 17 airports

and is also well connected digi-

tally,” said Scindia, Union Minis-

ter for Development of the North

Eastern Region (DoNER).

Addressing the annual session of

FICCI Ladies Orgnaisation

(FLO), the minister said, "Each of

the eight states of the northeast

embodies unique strengths, re-

sources and opportunities, making

this region an invaluable asset in

India’s growth story.

“Most of its villages are already

connected but by August -Septem-

ber this year and all villages will

be digitally connected with 4G

and 5G through the BharatNet

programme,” he told the gather-

ing. The minister further stated

that the government, with an in-

vestment of around $16 billion, is

setting up broadband digital high-

way which includes installing

27,000 cell towers out of which

15,000 have already been in-

stalled. “The process is expected

to be completed by August-Sep-

tember this year which will con-

nect each inch of the country with

broadband and every single vil-

lage in northeast with 4G and 5G

connectivity “ the minister noted.

Women in the northeast region

have been fast to use digital con-

nectivity for increasing business.

“They are using North East Re-

gion Agri Commodity E-Connect

(NERACE), launched by the gov-

ernment with an aim to integrate

farmers and sellers, enhancing

agricultural connectivity in the

region. They are selling Kiwis

and other agri-products world-

wide through this app,” the

minister explained.

NCB chief explores tool at
AI Summit to outwit drug traffickers
New Delhi, Aug 17 : Narcot-

ics Control Bureau (NCB) Di-

rector General, Anurag Garg,

visited the India AI Impact

Summit 2026 at the Bharat

Mandapam here to explore AI-

driven solutions for strength-

ening enforcement and com-

bating drug trafficking in the

country, an official said on

Monday. "During the visit,

Garg and accompanying offi-

cials were informed by partici-

pants about the modern tools

that can help outsmart drug

traffickers," the official said in

a statement. Earlier, Garg, in a

message, said, "As the nation's

premier agency in the fight against

drug trafficking and abuse, the

NCB is committed to safeguard-

ing the health and security of our

society by eliminating the menace

of narcotic drugs and psychotro-

pic substances."

He said our mission is multifac-

eted -- ranging from intelligence

gathering and enforcement to re-

habilitation efforts and public

awareness. "We work relentlessly

to strengthen coordination among

central and state agencies and en-

gage with international partners to ensure that India's

borders remain impervious to the illicit drug trade," the

NCB Director General added. Garg said that in recent

years, the NCB has made significant strides in curbing

drug-related crimes through our focused operations,

enhanced inter-agency collaboration, and increased tech-

nological capabilities. "The success of these efforts

hinges on the collective responsibility of all stakehold-

ers, including law enforcement agencies, civil society,

and each one of you," he added.

Meghalaya CM urges
vendors’ cooperation for inclusive public space
Shillong, Aug 17 : Meghalaya Chief

Minister Conrad K. Sangma on Mon-

day reviewed the ongoing rehabilita-

tion of street vendors at the newly es-

tablished Polo Vendors’ Market here

and said cooperation among all stake-

holders was essential to create safer

and more inclusive public spaces in

Shillong. Interacting with vendors af-

ter inspecting the market, Sangma said

the relocation initiative was aimed at

ensuring that “the general public can

walk freely”, while simultaneously

protecting the livelihoods of vendors

through financial and infrastructural

support. He appealed to vendors and

the public to cooperate with the gov-

ernment during the transition,

adding, “This is the best way

for us all to move together and

move forward as a society.”

Acknowledging that reloca-

tion could create challenges

for vendors, Sangma said so-

lutions could be found only by

cooperating and working.

Bringing Punjab out of crisis, and making
it secure, prosperous BJP’s core agenda: Nitin Nabin
Jalandhar, Aug 17 : Affirm-

ing that Punjab not only “pro-

tects India’s borders but also

safeguards the soul of India”,

BJP President Nitin Nabin on

Monday said bringing the

state out of the present crisis

and making it secure, prosper-

ous and strong is the core

agenda of the BJP.  He was

interacting with saints and

spiritual leaders from across

the state at the Sant

Sammelan in Jalandhar.

“Punjab is not merely a state; it is

the land of the Gurus’ teachings,

the penance of saints, and the

blood of martyrs. It represents a

living tradition of service, dedica-

tion and sacrifice,” he said.

Saying Punjab is currently grap-

pling with the menace of drugs, the

BJP chief appealed to every

gurdwara committee, ashram, dera

head and temple committee to take

a pledge to help people come out of

addiction. He added that it has been

India’s tradition for saints to guide

society. “If all religious

organisations come forward, no

force can stop Punjab’s situation

from changing.” Nitin Nabin said

the Sikh tradition “gives the mes-

sage of ‘Na no bairi, nahi begana’

(no one is an enemy, no one is a

stranger). This is the true spirit of

Punjab, and this is the true spirit of

India”. He said Guru Nanak Dev

taught all humanity the values of

unity and equality.

“This land bears witness to the pen-

ance of Guru Arjan Dev and bows

to the supreme sacrifice of Guru

Tegh Bahadur. It carries the immor-

tal message of the bravery of Guru

Gobind Singh, the unparalleled sac-

rifice of the Sahibzadas, and Sarbat

da Bhala (welfare of all).” The BJP

chief, who is on a three-day visit

to the state, said: “Every grain

of Punjab’s soil reminds us that

a nation is not sustained merely

by power; it is shaped by the

values imparted by saints.

'DMK, TVK sailing on same boat': BJP
after TN Assembly passed CM Vijay's resolution
Chennai, Aug 17 : Tamil

Nadu Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP) spokesperson,

Narayanan Thirupathy, on

Monday remarked that the

DMK and the TVK are "sail-

ing in the same boat" regard-

ing the Delimitation issue.

His reaction comes after the

Tamil Nadu Assembly passed

a special resolution moved by

Chief Minister C. Joseph

Vijay urging the Centre to

permanently freeze the

strength of the Lok Sabha at

543 and protect the existing

distribution of Parliamentary

seats among states amid con-

cerns over a future delimitation

exercise. The DMK has, how-

ever, supported the resolution.

Speaking to IANS, Thirupathy

said: "Both DMK and TVK are

sailing in the same boat, that is

what we are saying, because the

DMK is totally confused. First,

what they said was that not

even a single seat should be

lost. Now it is being assured

that more than 20 seats will be

there for Tamil Nadu."

Giving examples of leadership

from the eastern, southern and

western parts of the country.

Delhi Power Minister
counters Kejriwal's claim on power outage
New Delhi, Aug 17 : Delhi

Power Minister Ashish Sood

strongly refuted Aam Aadmi

Party (AAP) convenor Arvind

Kejriwal's claims about power

cuts in the national capital's

Jagatpur Extension area.  He

labelled Kejriwal's allegations

as exaggerated and politically

motivated. Sood assured that

electricity in the area has im-

proved, describing the reported

outages as minor incidents rather

than prolonged interruptions.

Sood challenged Kejriwal's state-

ments on social media, noting that

data from the past year shows

21,597 power cuts lasting an hour

or more -- an average of 59 out-

ages per day. He also dismissed

Kejriwal's claims of no power cuts

over the last decade as mislead-

ing, accusing him of spreading

false information.

To back his argument, Sood cited

planned outages conducted for

maintenance purposes and shared

January 2025 data, which re-

corded 3,278 power cuts.

He highlighted improvements

made under his leadership

compared to the previous ad-

ministration and outlined

initiatives like a 24×7 con-

trol room.

Centre allocates Rs 491 cr for
Tripura-Mizoram gas pipeline; PNG supply by 2028
Aizawl, Aug 17 : The Centre has

allocated Rs 491 crore for the

implementation of the Tripura-

Mizoram natural gas pipeline

project, Mizoram Food, Civil Sup-

plies and Consumer Affairs Min-

ister B Lalchhanzova said on

Monday. Replying to a query from

opposition BJP MLA K. Beichhua

in the Mizoram Assembly, the

Minister informed that the Centre

has earmarked a total outlay of Rs

9,265 crore for the broader North

East Natural Gas Pipeline Grid.

Of this amount, Rs 491 crore has

been specifically designated for

the 119.5-km pipeline stretch con-

necting northern Tripura’s

Panisagar to Aizawl to supply

natural gas for Piped Natural Gas

(PNG) connections meant

primarily for cooking pur-

poses.

He said the terminal station

of the pipeline project will

be at Sihhmui, about 21 km

from Aizawl. The project is

being executed by

Indradhanush Gas Grid Lim-

ited (IGGL).

Mumbai, Aug 17 : Shiv Sena

Deputy Leader and Spokesper-

son, Sanjay Nirupam on Monday

alleged that after the murder of

Disha Salian, the SS(UBT) is

now maligning her father Satish

Salian.  He demanded that

Mumbai Police disclose the truth

behind the closure report on

Disha Salian’s death.

After Disha’s murder,After Disha’s murder,After Disha’s murder,After Disha’s murder,After Disha’s murder,
SS(UBT) targeting SatishSS(UBT) targeting SatishSS(UBT) targeting SatishSS(UBT) targeting SatishSS(UBT) targeting Satish
Salian’s character: Shiv SenaSalian’s character: Shiv SenaSalian’s character: Shiv SenaSalian’s character: Shiv SenaSalian’s character: Shiv Sena
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New Delhi, Aug 17 : India’s major drugmaker

Sun Pharmaceutical Industries on Monday an-

nounced that it will acquire New York-listed

Organon &amp; Co in an all-cash deal valued

at $11.75 billion, its biggest overseas acqui-

sition to date.  Under the agreement, the phar-

maceutical firm will acquire 100 per cent of

Organon’s outstanding shares at $14 per share,

translating into an enterprise valuation of
Mumbai, Aug 17 : Havells India on Mon-

day reported a net profit of Rs 347.53 crore

in the first quarter (Q1) of FY26, down

32.78 per cent on quarter-on-quarter (QoQ)

basis from Rs 517 crore in Q4 FY26.

Revenue from operations also dropped by

16.63 per cent, falling to Rs 5,455.35 crore

from Rs 6,543.56 crore in the previous

quarter, according to its stock exchange fil-

ing. Total income for the quarter also fol-

lowed suit and stood at Rs 5,524.53 crore -

- marking a 16.45 per cent decline from Rs

6,612.28 crore in Q4 FY26.

Year-on-year (YoY), the company also saw

a drop in its profit. Consolidated profit af-

ter tax (PAT) fell 14.75 per cent from Rs

407.51 crore in the April-June quarter of

the previous fiscal. Revenue from opera-

tions also declined 6 per cent YoY from Rs

5,806.21 crore in Q1 FY25.

Sun Pharma to acquire US-based
Organon in nearly $11.75 billion deal

$11.75 billion and an equity value

of around $3.99 billion, the com-

pany said in an exchange filing.

The company said the acquisition

is aligned with its strategy to scale

up its innovative medicines busi-

ness while strengthening its pres-

ence in established brands and

branded generics.

Havells India’s Q1 net profit falls 33
pc sequentially, revenue down 17 pc

Ahmedabad, Aug 17 : Adani Total Gas Lim-

ited (ATGL) on Monday reported a 9 per cent

year-on-year (YoY) increase in its net profit

for the quarter of FY26 ended March 31.  The

company recorded a consolidated net profit

of Rs 168.34 crore in the March-ended quar-

ter (Q4 FY26), compared to Rs 154.59 crore

in the corresponding period previous finan-

cial year (Q4 FY25), according to its stock

exchange filing. On a sequential basis, profit

rose 8 per cent from Rs 157.22 crore in the

December quarter. Revenue from operations for

the quarter stood at Rs 1,694.61 crore, register-

ing a robust 16.62 per cent jump from Rs

1,453.37 crore reported a year earlier, supported

by higher gas consumption and continued ex-

pansion across segments.

Operationally, ATGL maintained strong growth,

with total gas volumes in Q4 reaching 297

MMSCM, up 13 per cent year-on-year.

Earnings before interest, tax, depreciation, and

amortisation (EBITDA) for the quarter rose to

Rs 310 crore, also reflecting a 13 per cent in-

crease compared to the previous year.

For the full financial year FY26, the company

Adani Total Gas' Q4 profit
rises 9 pc, revenue jumps nearly 17 pc

reported a 14 per cent rise in

volumes to 1,133 MMSCM,

while annual EBITDA grew 5

per cent to Rs 1,225 crore.

The company continued to

scale its distribution network

and clean energy infrastructure

during the year. Its compressed

natural gas (CNG) station net-

work expanded to 705 stations

with the addition of 25 new

outlets, while piped natural gas

(PNG) household connections

grew to around 1.1 million,

including nearly 49,500 new

homes added during the pe-

riod. Industrial and commer-

cial customer connections also

increased to 9,965, with 214

new customers onboarded.

ATGL further strengthened its

infrastructure footprint by

completing approximately

15,572 inch-kilometres of steel

pipeline network.

New Delhi, Aug 17 :

Temasek-backed dairy prod-

ucts maker Milky Mist Dairy

Food Ltd has warned that its

heavy dependence on milk

procurement from Tamil

Nadu, concentration of sales

in South India and reliance on

a handful of product catego-

ries are among the key risks

to its business, according to its

red herring prospectus (RHP)

filed for its initial public of-

fering.  The company which

opened its public issue for

subscription between August

11 and August 13 has high-

lighted that 94.5 per cent of

its raw milk procurement in

fiscal 2026 came from Tamil

Nadu, making it vulnerable to

disruptions including adverse

weather, disease outbreaks

among cattle, farmer protests,

policy changes and supply

shortages in the state.

In addition, any significant

Milky Mist IPO: Temasek-backed firm flags Rs 229 crore
contingent liabilities, milk-sourcing reliance, other key risks in RHP

disruption in Tamil Nadu could

affect its ability to procure ad-

equate quantities of quality

milk, its primary raw material,

and hurt production, sales and

profitability, Milky Mist said.

Apart from that, the company

is also exposed to geographic

concentration risk with South

India contributing 69.2 per cent

of revenue from operations in

fiscal 2026.

Any economic slowdown,

competitive pressures, shifts in

consumer preferences, regula-

tory changes or natural disas-

ters in the region could have a

disproportionate impact on its

business, it said.

In terms of dependence, the

company further flagged that

paneer, cheese and curd to-

gether contributed 59.1 per

cent of revenue in fiscal 2026.

Moreover, the company dis-

closed contingent liabilities of

about Rs 229 crore.LG Energy to acquire GM's stake in
Michigan battery plant for $2.04 bn
Seoul, Aug 17 : LG Energy Solution Ltd

(LGES), South Korea's leading battery

maker, said on Monday it will acquire Gen-

eral Motors' entire stake in their joint ven-

ture (JV) battery plant in the state of Michi-

gan in the US for 3 trillion won ($2.04 bil-

lion).

The planned acquisition of the Ultium Cells

JV 3 plant in Lansing, Michigan, is aimed

at minimising the burden of fresh invest-

ments in facilities and "effectively"

Mumbai, Aug 17 :  The combined

market value of seven out of the

ten most highly valued Indian

companies rose by Rs 96,200.95

crore last week, helped by an over-

all positive mood in the equity

markets.

The broader indices also sup-

ported the gains, with the BSE

Sensex climbing 474.75 points, or

7 top Indian firms add Rs 96,200 crore in market value
0.55 per cent, during the week and

touching a new all-time high of

86,055.86 on Monday.

Among the top gainers, Bajaj Fi-

nance added Rs 20,347.52 crore

to its valuation, taking its market

capitalisation to Rs 6,45,676.11

crore.

HDFC Bank reported an increase

of Rs 13,611.11 crore, pushing its

valuation to Rs 15,48,743.67

crore.

ICICI Bank also saw a strong rise

of Rs 13,599.62 crore, lifting its

market worth to Rs 9,92,725.97

crore.

Hindustan Unilever added Rs

7,671.41 crore during the week,

taking its valuation to Rs

5,79,644.16 crore.

State Bank of India posted

gains of Rs 6,415.28 crore to

reach Rs 9,04,185.15 crore,

while Infosys added Rs

6,273.15 crore, with its valua-

tion now at Rs 6,47,961.98 crore.

On the losing side, Bharti Airtel

recorded the sharpest decline,

slipping by Rs 35,239.01 crore

in market value.

Seoul, Aug 17 : Chip major SK hynix has sur-

passed Samsung Electronics in terms of market

capitalisation for the first time, the bourse opera-

tor said on Monday. The market capitalisation of

SK hynix reached 2,091 trillion won ($1,358 bil-

lion) at 12:42 p.m., surpassing Samsung Electron-

ics' 2,090 trillion won, according to the Korea Ex-

change (KRX), reports Yonhap news agency.

It marked the first time that Samsung Electronics

has given up its throne on the benchmark Korea

Composite Stock Price Index (KOSPI) since stead-

fastly remaining at the top since 2000. It first

ranked No. 1 in terms of market capitalisation in

1999.

Shares of SK hynix rose 6.15 percent to 2,934,000

won, while Samsung Electronics moved up 0.99

percent to 357,500 won.

SK hynix beats Samsung
Electronics in market cap for 1st time

Meanwhile, SK hynix said last

week it has begun shipping

samples of its latest high-band-

width memory (HBM) chip, the

12-layer HBM4E, to major global

customers, marking another step

in the race to supply next-genera-

tion memory for artificial intelli-

gence (AI) applications.

"The company was able to de-

liver samples of the 12-stack

HBM4E on schedule thanks to

its advanced HBM develop-

ment and production expertise

for HBM," SK hynix said. "We

will work closely with partners

for mass production in a timely

manner,” it added.

Hi-Tech Pipes Q1 profit
slips 4 pc, shares fall nearly 7 pc
Mumbai, Aug 17 : Hi-Tech

Pipes on Monday reported a

4.2 per cent year-on-year

(YoY) decline in consolidated

net profit for the June quarter

(Q1 FY27), as a sharp rise in

expenses and finance costs off-

set strong revenue growth.

The company's consolidated

net profit fell to Rs 20.04 crore

in the quarter ended June 2026,

compared with Rs 20.92 crore

in the corresponding period last

financial year (Q1 FY26), ac-

cording to its stock exchange

filing.

Following the earnings an-

nouncement, shares of Hi-Tech

Pipes dropped as much as 6.9 per cent to

Rs 78 on the NSE on Monday.

Revenue from operations surged 78.5 per

cent to Rs 1,412.8 crore during the quar-

ter from Rs 791.4 crore a year earlier.

Operating performance remained positive,

with EBITDA rising 20.3 per cent to Rs

49.38 crore from Rs 41.03 crore in the

year-ago quarter.
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‘It’s a slow recovery, happy to
be back’: An Se Young on Badminton WC
opening win amid ankle issues
New Delhi, Aug 17 : World No. 1 An Se Young began

her BWF World Championships campaign with a 21-14,

21-13 victory over Bulgaria’s Kaloyana Nalbantova in

New Delhi on Monday, but the South Korean star admit-

ted she is still managing an ankle injury as she works her

way back to full fitness. For An, the result was less about

making a statement and more about finding her rhythm

again after an injury-hit period. The 23-year-old, who

had her ankle iced after the match, said she was pleased

with how her body felt despite some lingering discom-

fort. “Yeah, I'm so happy to be back. Physically also per-

fect, so now I hope to get better in the next match. Yes,

there's a little bit of pain, but I want to get back into a

rhythm, so I hope it's more, and I hope to get a great

result,” she told reporters after her win. The recovery,

however, is still a work in progress. Asked

about the injury and whether she was now

fully recovered, An kept her assessment

brief. “It's a slow recovery.”

'Easy option is to call for change':'Easy option is to call for change':'Easy option is to call for change':'Easy option is to call for change':'Easy option is to call for change':
Australia coach McDonaldAustralia coach McDonaldAustralia coach McDonaldAustralia coach McDonaldAustralia coach McDonald
against rushing for regenerationagainst rushing for regenerationagainst rushing for regenerationagainst rushing for regenerationagainst rushing for regeneration
New Delhi, Aug 17: Austra-

lia coach Andrew McDonald

has sounded a note of caution

on a demanded shake-up in

the Test side following its em-

barrassing defeat to

Bangladesh in the first Test in

Darwin. He has emphasised

that the players, who have

been put under scrutiny for

their recent performances, still

have a "fair bit of cricket left

in them". Following the

Aussies' first-ever defeat to

Bangladesh at home on Sun-

day, voices grew louder

over making tweaks to the

Test side, starting with

changes to one of the

opening spots and that of

No.3 as Jake Weatherland

and Marnus Labuschagne

are facing the heat. Former

captain Ricky Ponting ad-

vocated for the shake-up,

stating that the spots

needed "regeneration".

However, McDonald has

put his weight behind the

under-fire batters.

Charlie Dean to captain England in Ireland ODI series
London, Aug 17 : Charlie Dean

will captain England in the up-

coming three-match ODI series

against Ireland, with the all-

rounder handed another oppor-

tunity to lead the side after

deputising during the team’s re-

cent series against New Zealand.

After captain Nat Sciver-Brunt

was unable to take part because

of injury, Dean took over and

will now be in charge of the con-

siderably altered England team

in Ireland. Some of the more ex-

perienced players have been left

out or rested, giving a number of

up-and-coming players an oppor-

tunity to compete for a spot in the

ODI squad. Sciver-Brunt and

Danni Wyatt-Hodge are looking

after their fitness and recovery,

whereas Sophie Ecclestone,

Lauren Bell and Amy Jones have

not been chosen for the series.

Alice Capsey, who served as

England's reserve wicketkeeper at

the most recent T20 World Cup,

will now take on the role of

wicketkeeper in Jones' absence. The two players in the

squad who have not yet played at international level

are Grace Potts and Kira Chathli, both of whom have

been part of the England set-up during the summer.

Charis Pavely, who has already taken part in two T20

matches, might get the opportunity to play in her first

ODI, while Tilly Corteen-Coleman will aim to build

on the two ODIs she has already played, both of which

were against New Zealand. Ryana MacDonald-Gay has

likewise come back after having recovered from the

lower-back injury which kept her out the previous year.

The cricketer from Surrey has had a productive season

with both her county and the Manchester Super Gi-

ants. Charlotte Edwards.

Diksha Dagar drops one place to
11th on LET order of Merit after Swiss Open
Golfpark Holzhäusern (Switzerland), Aug

17 : Diksha Dagar fell out of the Top-10 on

the LET order of Merit after a missed cut at

the Swiss Ladies Open this week.  Diksha,

who had reached Top-6 at one stage, is now

11th after starting the week at 10th.

Among the other Indians Pranavi Urs is 46th,

while Avani Prashanth, who did not play this

week, is 53rd and Aditi Ashok, who has

played only six events on the LET, is 55th.

Hitaashee Bakshi is 133rd and Tvesa Malik is

117th and Vani Kapoor is 181st. The winner

this week, Eleanor Givens jumped to 23rd af-

ter collecting 500 points for the win.

South Africa’s Casandra Alexander still leads

the way on 1,899.98 points. Next event for the

stars of the LET is a trip to the prestigious K

Club for the 2026 KPMG Women’s Irish Open.

The tournament gets underway following an

off-week on August 27. Earlier, Pranavi Urs

closed the 2026 Swiss Ladies event with a

modest even par 71 in the final round. She was

the only one of the three Indians to make the

cut this week.

Galle, Aug 17: Ravindra Jadeja

achieved another significant

milestone in his illustrious Test

career during the ongoing first

match against Sri Lanka at the

Galle International Stadium in

Galle on Monday. Jadeja, who

returned to the Test side after

missing the one-off game against

Afghanistan, has become the first

Indian left-arm bowler to take

350 wickets in the longest inter-

national format. Jadeja achieved

the feat on Day 3 of the first Test

at the Galle International Sta-

Ravindra Jadeja becomes first Indian
left-arm bowler to pick 350 wickets in Test cricket

dium when he removed bowl-

ing all-rounder Keshara

Nuwantha in the third session

of the moving day.

The Indian iconic all-rounder

got Nuwantha out with

Shubman Gill taking the catch

at covers after the Sri Lankan

batsman tried whacking a ball

towards covers but ended up

hitting it to the thigh of an

evading Yashasvi Jaiswal at

silly point. The ball rico-

cheted towards Gill, who

completed the catch.  In the

process, Jadeja became the first Indian

left-arm bowler to take 350 wickets in

the Test format, with former fast-

bowler Zaheer Khan a

distant second now with

311 wickets. Smriti's skill, Harmanpreet's tenacity
makes them exceptional competitors : Perry
London, Aug 17 : Legendary Aus-

tralia seam-bowling all-rounder

Ellyse Perry has lauded the skillsets

of India captain Harmanpreet Kaur

and vice-captain Smriti Mandhana,

describing the latter’s mind and skill

as ‘incredible’ while highlighting

the former’s fierce competitive

spirit.

Ellyse recently led Birmingham

Phoenix in The Hundred 2026 and

concluded her campaign with a

match-winning performance in their

final league game. “What makes

Smriti so successful? Her amazing

skill. I think she’s got incredible

willpower and a super-strong

mind, the way she approaches

the game, the way she prepares,

the way she knows herself, the

way she thinks about things,

and the way that she likes chal-

lenges. “She’s got it all.

Harman, I think her greatest

strength is her tenacity. She’s a

great competitor, and when

she’s going, she hits some of the

biggest shots in the women’s

game,” said Ellyse to JioStar.

Reflecting on her own remark-

able career longevity and per-

sonal evolution over the years.

We've got a huge role to play
in developing cricket across
Europe: Maxwell on ETPL
Edinburgh, Aug 17 : Glenn

Maxwell, Ravichandran

Ashwin and Scott Edwards

have expressed optimism

about the inaugural Euro-

pean T20 Premier League

(ETPL), with the trio stat-

ing that the tournament

holds the potential to sig-

nificantly boost the growth

of the sport in the conti-

nent.  The ETPL is sched-

uled to launch its maiden

season on August 26 and

brings together seasoned

international campaigners.

Darwish Rasooli to lead Afghanistan squad in Asian Games men’s cricket eventDarwish Rasooli to lead Afghanistan squad in Asian Games men’s cricket eventDarwish Rasooli to lead Afghanistan squad in Asian Games men’s cricket eventDarwish Rasooli to lead Afghanistan squad in Asian Games men’s cricket eventDarwish Rasooli to lead Afghanistan squad in Asian Games men’s cricket event
Kabul, Aug 17 : Middle-order

batter Darwish Rasooli has been

named captain of the Afghani-

stan squad for the men’s cricket

event in the upcoming 20th Asian

Games in Aichi-Nagoya, Japan.

The games are scheduled to take

place at the Korogi Sports Park

from September 17 to October 3.

The venue had previously hosted

the 2026 Men's T20 World Cup

East Asia-Pacific Sub-regional

Qualifiers. The Afghanistan

Cricket Board (ACB) National

Selection Committee on Monday

finalised a 15-member squad and

has opted for a blend of seasoned

international experience and fresh

talent. That has meant the likes of

veterans Najibullah Zadran and

all-rounder Karim Janat have been

included alongside a cluster of top

performers from the recently con-

cluded edition of the Shpageeza

Cricket League (SCL)

2026. In-form top-order

batter Mohammad Akram

has earned his national

call-up on the back of an

impressive SCL cam-

paign, where he emerged

as one of the standout per-

formers with 339 runs

across eight innings, fea-

turing a century and two

half-centuries.

Joining him is all-rounder

Ismat Alam, who was ad-

judged the Player of the

Tournament.
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