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Indraprastha Gas’ Q1

profit drops 33 pc sequentially
Indraprastha Gas Limited (IGL)

on Tuesday reported a 33 per cent

decline in profitability for the first

quarter of the current financial

year (Q1 FY27).  The city gas dis-

tributor posted a net...

Pant becomes first Indian

player to hit 100 sixes in Test cricket
Rishabh Pant has etched his name

into the history books as he has

become the first-ever Indian crick-

eter to have hit 100 sixes in Test

cricket. The star wicketkeeper-

batter achieved...

Amaravati, Aug 18 : Andhra

Pradesh Chief Minister

Chandrababu Naidu stated that

the coalition government is ac-

cording top priority to the wel-

fare of Backward Classes

(BCs). Speaking during the AP

Assembly session, he an-

nounced that 34 percent reser-

vation is being provided to BCs

in municipalities.

Chandrababu clarified that pro-

34% reservation for BCs in municipalities: CM Chandrababu
viding 34 percent reservation to

BCs is not merely an election

promise but an integral part of

their political ideology. Chief

Minister Chandrababu stated that

they are not stopping at making

promises but are actively imple-

menting them.

The Chief Minister stated that a

special cabinet meeting was held

to rectify the injustice done to the

BCs regarding reservations by the

previous government. He attrib-

uted the massive victory in the

2024 elections to the BC commu-

nity. He noted that achieving a

94% strike rate and securing 57%

of the votes was possible solely

due to the BCs and the trust placed

in the leadership. He added that

he, Deputy CM Pawan Kalyan,

and BJP leaders had decided to en-

sure justice for the BCs even be-

fore the elections. He stated that

reservations of 34% in rural local

bodies and 33.33% in urban local

bodies would be implemented to

provide greater political represen-

tation to Backward Classes (BCs),

explaining that the relevant pro-

visions already exist in the laws.

Chandrababu also announced that

Mayors and municipal chairper-

sons in urban local bodies would

be elected through direct elec-

tions.

6,534 Teacher Posts

in AP: Jobs Without a Written Exam
Amaravati, Aug 18 : A significant opportunity has arisen

for candidates awaiting teacher jobs in Andhra Pradesh.

The School Education Department has decided to fill 6,534

'Academic Instructor' posts to address the shortage of teach-

ers in government schools; these positions are commonly

referred to as 'Education Volunteer' posts. No written ex-

amination will be conducted for these roles; candi-

dates will be selected based solely on their educa-

tional qualifications and academic merit.
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Visakhapatnam, Aug 18 : BJP National

President Nitin Nabin urged party cadres to

move forward drawing inspiration from the

struggles of former Vice President M.

Venkaiah Naidu, who rose from a grassroots

worker to a national leader. He met with

party cadres in Visakhapatnam on Tuesday.

Speaking on the occasion, BJP chief Nitin

Nabin stated that the BJP is the largest party

in the world. They urged every party worker

to resolve to make the country even stron-

ger. They noted that the nation is experienc-

ing good governance under the leadership

of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

He thanked the people of the state for deliv-

ering a resounding victory to the alliance.

He stated that the state would move forward

on the path of development under the lead-

ership of CM Chandrababu and

Deputy Chief Minister Pawan

Kalyan. He explained that the alli-

ance was formed to bring the fruits

of development to the people of the

state. He also noted that foundation

stones for numerous projects are be-

ing laid under the leadership of

Prime Minister Modi. He noted that

Prime Minister Modi is paying spe-

cial attention to Andhra Pradesh and

stated that the people are recogniz-

ing the party that fulfills their aspi-

rations. He remarked that the

"double-engine government" is

working towards the state's develop-

ment through numerous projects.

Jagan calls for intensified

operations to trace missing fishermen
Amaravati, Aug 18 : YSR Congress Party President and former

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy on

Tuesday expressed concern over the disappearance of a fishing

boat carrying eight fishermen and urged the government to in-

tensify search operations and use all available resources to

bring them back safely.  The fishermen hail from Odalarevu,

Dummalapeta, and Vasalatippa villages.
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Telangana Defence Sena Presi-

dent Kalvakuntla Kavitha said

that if they come to power, they

will distribute land to the poor in

the name of ‘Bhulakshmi’. She

warned that if the...

Ours is the first government to settle
the accounts of  BCs : CM Revanth Reddy
Hyderabad, Aug  18: Telangana Chief Minis-

ter Revanth Reddy hailed the heroic struggle

of Sardar Sarvai Papanna Goud as remarkable.

He emphasized that the statue of Papanna

should be accorded the same significance as

the Martyrs' Memorial. The 376th birth anni-

versary celebrations of Sardar Sarvai Papanna

Goud were held on a grand scale in Hyderabad

on Tuesday, with CM Revanth Reddy attend-

ing as the chief guest.

Speaking on the occasion, he re-

marked that we have lagged be-

hind in recounting history. He

lashed out at the BRS party, ac-

cusing it of spreading malicious

propaganda against the Congress

government using ill-gotten

wealth. CM Revanth predicted

that the Congress government

would come to power in 2029.

Gaddar synonymous with

people’s movements: Komatireddy
Hyderabad, Aug 18  : Minister for Roads &

Buildings and Cinematography Komatireddy

Venkat Reddy said legendary balladeer Gaddar

was synonymous with people’s movements and

that it was the collective responsibility of ev-

eryone to uphold his ideals and carry forward

the spirit of struggle he inspired. The Minister

released the poster of the documentary “Praja

Yuddha Nauka Gaddar” at his residence in

Hyderabad on Tuesday. Speaking on the occa-

sion, Komatireddy Venkat Reddy said Gaddar

was not merely an individual but the voice of

the oppressed and marginalised people of

Telangana. Through his songs and perfor-

mances, Gaddar had mobilised and united mil-

lions of people during various movements,

leaving an indelible mark on the history of

Telangana, he said. The Minister recalled that

both he and Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy

had great admiration for Gaddar and noted that

the State government had instituted the Gaddar

Cine Awards in his honour.

Telangana targets global hub

for clean energy technologies: Bhatti
Hyderabad, Aug 18  : Deputy Chief Minister

Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka announced that

Telangana is positioning itself to become a

major global manufacturing hub for clean en-

ergy technologies, moving beyond its role as a

power consumer.

Uttam calls for prudent

water management amid rainfall uncertainty
Hyderabad, Aug 18 : Minister for  Irrigation and Civil Sup-

plies N. Uttam Kumar Reddy on Tuesday called for a judi-

cious balance between safeguarding drinking-water require-

ments and meeting the irrigation needs of farmers, particu-

larly in view of prevailing El Niño conditions and uncer-

tainty over rainfall during the remaining monsoon period.

Reviewing reservoir levels and irrigation prospects for the

remaining Kharif season at Jal Soudha, the Minister said

water management in the coming months must be guided

by prudence, scientific assessment and actual availability

rather than optimistic assumptions about future rainfall.

He said drinking-water security would remain a paramount

consideration, but stressed that this should not result in with-

holding irrigation water where reservoirs and other depend-

able sources had adequate supplies.

“Our approach must be judicious.

We have to protect drinking-water

requirements while ensuring that

water available beyond those re-

quirements reaches standing crops.

Every release must be based on ac-

tual usable storage, dependable in-

flows and a realistic assessment of

rainfall,” Uttam Kumar Reddy said.

The Minister stated that major res-

ervoirs in the Krishna basin were

at 76.63 per cent of their capacity.
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Major Fire Accident in Sircilla

g One person burned alive; three laborers escaped with their lives

g Fire broke out at a furniture shop and warehouse

g Firefighting personnel worked to bring the blaze under control using three fire

tenders

g District SP and BRS leaders inspected the scene

Rajanna Sircilla, Aug 18: A

massive fire broke out at the

Mahalakshmi Furniture Shop and

warehouse located on the

Pedduru main road within the

Sircilla municipal limits. One

person was burned alive in the

incident. The victim, who died in

the accident that occurred on

Tuesday morning, has been iden-

tified as Mohammad Islam, a la-

borer from Uttar Pradesh. Four

laborers from Uttar Pradesh were

sleeping inside the premises

when the fire erupted; while three

managed to escape safely, Islam

was trapped and burned alive

amidst the raging flames. The

shop is owned by Addagatla Devadasu, a di-

rector of the Sircilla Cooperative Urban Bank,

and property damage is estimated at approxi-

mately  50 lakhs.

The owner has reportedly expressed suspicions

regarding the cause of the fire, questioning

whether it was triggered by a short circuit or

an act of arson. Locals alerted the fire depart-

ment and police immediately after the fire sud-

denly broke out in the shop. Fire personnel ar-

rived at the scene and initiated efforts to bring

the raging flames under control. The furniture

in the showroom was completely gutted by the

soaring flames.

Firefighters worked strenuously for approxi-

mately two hours to contain the fire. Although

three fire tenders were present, the water sup-

ply proved insufficient; consequently, the crew

attempted to extinguish the blaze by utilizing wa-

ter from a nearby pit. As the fire remained un-

controlled, relief operations continued. Person-

nel used a JCB machine to break down the wall

and the shutter. The massive flames caused panic

among the local residents. Local CI Srinivas and

the police arrived at the scene and brought the

situation under control. District SP Mahesh B.

Githe also visited the site to inspect the situa-

tion.

*BRS Leaders Inspect Accident Site and Visit

Victims at the Hospital*

BRS Town President Jindam Chakrapani and

other party leaders inspected the site of the fire

accident in Sircilla town. They visited the Dis-

trict Government Hospital, gathered details

about the deceased and the causes of the acci-

dent, and spoke with the affected individuals.

They were accompanied by Urban Bank Vice

Chairman Addagatla Murali, Councilor Boora

Balu, former Councilor Gentyala Srinivas, BRS

Sircilla General Secretary Mana Ravi, and

Konda Shankar.

KBR Park One Way Traffic Creates

Confusion and Massive Traffic Jams In Jubilee Hills
Hyderabad, Aug 18: Confusion con-

tinues among motorists as the traffic

police implement one-way around

KBR. Motorists are confused about

where to go. Some are taking the

wrong route without knowing the

way. Traffic problems have increased

since the morning due to the KBR

one-way effect. Motorists are shout-

ing with sirens and horns, stuck in traf-

fic. Motorists have appealed to fol-

low the instructions of the traffic po-

lice. A large number of ve-

hicles have stopped at the Ju-

bilee Hills Road No. 5 signal.

Motorists are also facing dif-

ficulties due to traffic jams in

the surrounding areas of

Venkatagiri. There is heavy

traffic from the Jubilee Hills

check post to the Road No. 5

signal. Traffic congestion con-

tinues from Road No. 10-C to

the Road No. 5 signal.
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Hyderabad, Aug 18 : Telangana

Defence Sena President Kalvakuntla

Kavitha said that if they come to

power, they will distribute land to

the poor in the name of

‘Bhulakshmi’. She warned that if the

Revanth Reddy government

snatches the lands of the poor, they

will watch and remain silent.

Kavitha spoke to the media at the

TRS office in Banjara Hills,

Hyderabad on Tuesday. She

questioned why social jus-

tice is not seen in practice

despite saying that BCs will

be given a big seat.

Kavitha said that activists

like Vijayashanti were left

aside and were not given

ministerial posts and were

made to accept MLC posts.

She protested why social

justice is not seen in the sala-

ries of advisors appointed by

the government. Revanth

Reddy says social justice..

but in practice, is it wild jus-

tice..? She questioned. If the

upper class speaks, one kind

of action will be taken..



Hyderabad, Aug.18  :

Global quick-service

restaurant brand Ger-

man Doner  Kebab

(GDK) has entered the

Indian market with its

f i r s t  ou t le t  a t  F i lm

Nagar,  Tol lywood

Lane here in Jubilee

Hills.

Telangana Transport

Minis te r  Ponnam

Prabhakar inaugurated

the  ou t le t  and  wel -

comed the  in te rna-

t iona l  brand  to  the

Sta te .  He  sa id

Hyderabad  has

emerged as a preferred

destination for global

brands and stressed the

German doner Kebab

makes India debut with Hyd outlet
importance of quality, taste

and hygiene in the food sector.

Founded in Berlin and head-

quartered in the UK, GDK op-

erates across several interna-

tional markets, including the

UK, US, UAE, Saudi Arabia,

Canada, Sweden and Ireland.

The  brand  spec ia l i ses  in

flame-gri l led doner served

with fresh ingredients, signa-

ture sauces and toasted waffle

bread. GDK India, launched in

partnership with GBC India,

plans to expand into markets

including Mohali, Chandigarh

and other Tier-I and Tier-II cit-

ies through company-owned

and franchise outlets.

The company has set a long-

term target of more than 450

outlets across India.

Vikrant Tomer, CEO of GDK

India, said the company aimed

not merely to establish a res-

taurant chain but to develop

the Doner category in India.

Musician, actor and filmmaker

Parmish Verma has been ap-

Hyderabad, Aug 18 : Retired IAS

officer M.V. Reddy has called for

the formation of a special Joint

Action Committee (JAC) com-

prising intellectuals to exert pres-

sure on the Telangana government

to resolve problems faced by farm-

ers and landowners under the

Dharani and Bhu-Bharati land ini-

tiatives.

Speaking at a debate titled "Let us

discuss the problems created by

Dharani and Bhu-Bharati! Let us

question the government!",

organised by Telangana Samakhya

Intellectuals' JAC sought

to address Dharani, Bhu-Bharati land issues

at the Basheerbagh Press Club

here on Tuesday, Reddy urged

the government to issue title

deeds for assigned lands and pro-

vide landowners with No Objec-

tion Certificate (NOC) rights.

He said the Section 22-A land

classification issue should be re-

solved within six to nine months

instead of being allowed to be-

come more complicated. He also

expressed concern over the lack

of clarity regarding the Rythu

Bima farmers’ insurance

scheme.
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AP Government should recognize citizenship as a Brahmin caste profession
Vijayawada, Aug 18 : On

behal f  o f  the  Andhra

Pradesh Purohita Brahmin

Samakhya, we express our

gratitude to Anaparthi MLA

Sri Nallamilli Ramakrishna

Reddy garu  dur ing  the

Question Hour in the Leg-

islative Assembly today for

his demand that the govern-

ment  should recognize the

Purohita Samakhya as a Brah-

min caste profession. Simi-

larly, the government should

provide adequate representa-

tion to the Purohita Samakhya

in  the  upcoming Godavar i

Pushkarams and the govern-

ment should utilize the ser-

v ices  of  the  Purohi ta

Samakhya representatives for

every Pushkara meeting. Now,

regarding the alliance mani-

festo on the issue of temples-

Brahmin welfare, the Andhra

Pradesh  Purohi ta  Brahmin

Samakhya is bringing the fol-

lowing matters to the attention

of the government. Under the

leadership of the founder and

honorary  pres ident  o f  the

Andhra  Pradesh  Purohi ta

Brahmin Samakhya, Yamijala

Narasimha Murthy, State Presi-

dent Tenneti Sunil Sharma, State

General Secretary Varanasi

Sridhar Sharma, State Treasurer

Kat ta  Balasubrahmanyam,

State Youth President Sishta

Manikantha, State Youth Sec-

retary Yamijala Krishna, State

Vice President Kaushik Prasad

and  o thers ,  the  i s sue  of

“Temples - Brahmin Welfare”

being included in the mani-

festo of the upcoming as-

sembly sessions has been

discussed in the assembly.

Ponguleti urges cement companies to

partner with Indiramma Indlu scheme
Hyderabad, Aug 18  : Minis-

ter for  Revenue, Housing, In-

formation and Public Relations

Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy has

appealed to cement companies

to partner with the Telangana

government’s prestigious

Indiramma Indlu scheme by sup-

plying cement required for house

construction at reduced prices.

The Minister held a meeting with

representatives of cement com-

panies at the Secretariat on Tues-

day to discuss measures to re-

duce the cost of cement for ben-

eficiaries constructing

Indiramma houses. Speaking on

the occasion, Srinivasa Reddy

said the Indiramma Indlu scheme

was not merely a housing

programme but a major initiative

aimed at providing poor families

with a dignified life, social se-

curity and self-respect.

He said 4.50 lakh Indiramma

houses had been sanctioned in

the first phase across the State,

excluding Hyderabad. Slab

work had been completed in 85

per cent of the houses, while

construction of the re-

maining 15 per cent

was progressing at vari-

ous stages. In the sec-

ond phase, 2,000

houses have been sanc-

tioned in each Assem-

bly constituency, total-

ling 2.50 lakh houses

across the State, the

Minister said.

Ponguleti Srinivasa

Reddy further stated

that the State govern-

ment has also set a tar-

get of constructing one

lakh houses within the

CURE limits and has ex-

perimentally launched

the Indiramma Towers

project in 16 Assembly

constituencies. The

Minister said Telangana

was the only State in the

country providing finan-

cial assistance of Rs. 5

lakh with 100 per cent

subsidy for the con-

struction of houses for

the poor.

Governor hails ISKCON Abids’

contribution to spirituality, social welfare
Hyderabad, Aug 18  : The five-

decade journey of Sri Sri Radha

Madanmohan Mandir at Abids,

Hyderabad, has been a spiritual

journey rooted in devotion, service,

compassion and human welfare,

Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla said.

The Governor, along with his wife

Janaki Shukla, participated in the

Golden Jubilee celebrations of Sri Sri

Radha Madanmohan Mandir, Abids,

on Tuesday.

The ISKCON organisers and devo-

tees accorded a warm welcome to the

Governor and his wife. The Gover-

nor and Janaki Shukla offered prayers

and had darshan of Sri Sri Radha

Madanmohan Swamy.

pointed as the brand’s Cul-

tural Partner to strengthen

its connect with younger

consumers.

The Hyderabad outlet is ex-

pec ted  to  se rve  as  the

launchpad for GDK’s na-

tionwide expansion.
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Singapore envoy, CDS

General Raja Subramani discuss bilateral defence ties
New Delhi, Aug 18 : Singapore's

High Commissioner to India,

Simon Wong, held a meeting

with Chief of Defence Staff

(CDS) General NS Raja

Subramani on Tuesday, discuss-

ing defence cooperation between

the armed forces of two nations

through exercises, exchanges

and established dialogues.

During the meeting, Simon

Wong congratulated General

Subramani on his appointment as

India's CDS. "Had an introduc-

tory call today on Chief of De-

fence Staff of the Indian Armed

Forces, General NS Raja

Subramani. Congratulated him

on his recent appointment and

reflected on the breadth of long-

running defence cooperation be-

tween the armed forces of both

countries through major exercises,

exchanges, and established dia-

logues. Also shared views on fur-

thering this strong partnership

under General Subramani’s lead-

ership. - HC Wong," Singapore's

High Commissioner to India

posted on X. Last month, Defence

Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh

held a meeting with the Defence

Ministers of Singapore and New

Zealand on the sidelines of

Shangri-La Dialogue in

Singapore, with discussions fo-

cussed on strengthening bilateral

ties, enhancing maritime coopera-

tion, advancing information-shar-

ing mechanisms. In a statement

shared on X, Directorate of Pub-

lic Relations, Ministry of Defence

stated, "Defence Secretary Shri

Rajesh Kumar Singh held produc-

tive interactions with Defence

Minister of New Zealand Mr

Chris Penk and Minister for De-

fence of Singapore Mr Chan Chun

Sing on the sidelines of Shangri-

La Dialogue 2026." "The engage-

ments focused on strengthening

bilateral defence ties, enhancing

maritime cooperation, advancing

information-sharing mechanisms,

and reaffirming a shared commit-

ment to a secure, stable and inclu-

sive Indo-Pacific," it added.

Rajesh Kumar Singh also met

Singapore President Tharman

Shanmugaratnam at the Istana re-

ception hosted on the sidelines of

the Shangri-La Dialogue.

"Defence Secretary Shri Rajesh

Kumar Singh interacted with

Singapore President Mr Tharman

Shanmugaratnam at the Istana re-

ception hosted on the sidelines of

the Shangri-La Dialogue 2026.

The discussions focused on fur-

ther strengthening bilateral strate-

gic ties and advancing cooperation

in areas of mutual interest," Di-

rectorate of Public Relations,

Ministry of Defence, posted on X.

Earlier in April, Indian Naval Ship

(INS) Sunayna visited Singapore's

Changi Naval Base for a port call

as part of the IOS SAGAR deploy-

ment under the vision of

MAHASAGAR.

India attends 56th
OAS General Assembly in Panama
Panama City, Aug 18 :  India's Ambassador

to Panama, Sumit Seth, represented India at

the opening of the 56th Organization of Ameri-

can States (OAS) General Assembly in

Panama.  Sumit Seth congratulated Panama

President Jose Raul Mulino for his leadership

and conveyed his best wishes for the success

of the event. The 56th OAS General Assembly

is being held in Panama. Panama is hosting the

the OAS General Assembly for the third time.

It has previously hosted the OAS General

Assembly in 1996 and 2007. In a post on X,

India's Embassy in Panama stated, "India at

the 56th OAS General Assembly in Panama.

Ambassador Sumit Seth represented India at

the opening of the 56th OAS General As-

sembly in Panama City today. India is a Per-

manent Observer to the Organization of

American States."

"Ambassador congratulated President of

Panama Jose Raul Mulino for his leadership

and conveyed his best wishes for the suc-

cess of the event," it added.

The theme of the 56th General Assembly is:

“The Americas United on the Bicentennial of

the Amphictyonic Congress of Panama,” and

its topic is: “Firm Multilateralism in Defence

of Democracy, Hemispheric Security, and Sta-

bility in the Member States.” The General As-

sembly is the principal organ of the OAS and

comprises delegations from all member states,

generally headed by Ministers of Foreign Af-

fairs. Each member state has

one vote. Decisions of the As-

sembly are generally taken by

majority vote, although in

some cases, the rules require

a two-thirds majority. The

OAS tradition is to adopt reso-

lutions by consensus, accord-

ing to the official statement.

The Assembly is responsible

for defining the policies and

mandates of the OAS and the

structure and functions of its

organs.

The Assembly is also respon-

sible for electing members of

the OAS’s decentralised and

autonomous bodies, including

the Inter-American Court of

Human Rights, the Inter-

American Commission on

Human Rights, the Inter-

American Juridical Commit-

tee.

Ottawa, Aug 18 : Canada’s Prime Minis-

ter Mark Carney on Tuesday paid tribute

to the victims of 1985 bombing of Air In-

dia Flight 182, emphasising on 'National

Day of Remembrance for Victims of Ter-

rorism' that the legacy of deadliest terror-

ist attack in country's history not only de-

mands remembrance, but also vigilance.

“Forty-one years ago today, the bombing

of Air India Flight 182 claimed 329 inno-

cent lives, including 268 Canadians. It

remains the deadliest terrorist attack in

Canada’s history,” read a statement issued

by Carney on Tuesday.

“On this National Day of Remembrance

for Victims of Terrorism, we honour the

victims of Flight 182 and all those who

have lost their lives to acts of terrorism

and violent extremism. We stand with the

survivors, families, and communities who

carry this loss,” he added.

Legacy of Air India Flight

182 demands remembrance,

also vigilance: Canadian PM

Ulaanbaatar, Aug 18 : Ex-

ternal Affairs Minister

(EAM) S Jaishankar on Tues-

day paid homage to the vic-

tims of the 1985 Air India

'Kanishka' bombing and reaf-

firmed India's commitment to

combatting terrorism in all its

forms and manifestations.

"Today, on the 41st anniver-

sary of Air India 182

‘Kanishka’ bombing, we

honour the memory of those

who lost their precious lives

in this horrific terror incident.

Reaffirm our commitment to

combating terrorism in all its

EAM Jaishankar pays tribute to Kanishka bombing

victims, reaffirms India's commitment to combat terrorism
forms and manifestations," EAM

Jaishankar, currently on a two-day

visit to Mongolia, posted on X.

Air India Flight 182 was en

route from Montreal to Mumbai

via London and Delhi when it

was destroyed mid-air over the

Atlantic Ocean on June 23,

1985, after a bomb exploded in

its cargo hold.

The aircraft had made a sched-

uled stop at Montreal's Mirabel

airport, where additional passen-

gers boarded.

The flight resumed its journey to-

wards London before it vanished

from radar shortly after establish-

ing contact with Shannon Air

Traffic Control in Ireland.

The explosion, which oc-

curred off the Irish coast,

killed all 329 people on

board, including 22 crew

members.

Meanwhile, Canada's High

Commissioner to India,

Chris Cotter and Ireland's

Deputy Ambassador to India,

Raymond Mullen, also paid

tribute to the victims of the

Air India Flight 182 bomb-

ing on Tuesday during a

commemoration ceremony

held at Canada House in

New Delhi to mark the 41st

anniversary of the terrorist

attack. Senior officials from

the Indian government and

members of the diplomatic

community attended the cer-

emony.

Participants laid wreaths at

the memorial tree planted at

Canada House in 2025 in re-

membrance of the victims

and observed a moment of

silence. They also signed the

remembrance book in

honour of the victims.

Chris Cotter termed the

bombing a "painful chapter"

in Canada's history and ex-

pressed solidarity with the

families of the victims.

Agartala, Aug 18 : Tripura's first

public electric vehicle (EV)

charging station was inaugurated

in Agartala on Tuesday, marking

a significant step towards pro-

moting clean and sustainable

transportation in the state while

facilitating convenient charging

facilities for EV users, officials

said. A senior official of the

Tripura State Electricity Corpo-

ration Limited (TSECL) said that

as the nodal agency for the Cen-

tral government's PM E-Drive

Scheme, the corporation has al-

ready submitted a proposal for

the establishment of 94 public

EV charging stations at various

locations across the state.

The official described the devel-

opment as a major boost for ex-

isting electric vehicle owners as

well as those planning to pur-

chase EVs in the future.

Tripura gets 1st public

electric vehicle charging

station; plans 94 more in state

G
ermany's new Ambassador to India, Jasper

Wieck, said on Thursday that he wants to

serve as a "matchmaker, enabler and cata-

lyst" to take friendship between the two nations to a

new level. In a video posted on X, Wieck recalled his

first visit to India when he was a student. He later

served as the Deputy Head of Mission at the German

Embassy. He also spoke about meeting the Embassy

team in New Delhi and described them as a "true

engine" behind the operations carried out by the mis-

sion. "For me, coming to India is like coming home.

I am an old friend of India. I first came to India 35

years ago. I was still a student, immediately I felt

thrilled by the country and its people. Many years

later, together with Cordula, I returned to India as

Deputy Head of the German Embassy. We have fond

memories of these years. And here we are again. We

have just arrived from Berlin. On my first day, I met

with the entire Embassy team. They are the true en-

gine behind our operations," Wieck said in the video.

He stated that it is an honour for him to serve as

Germany's Ambassador to India and that the Indian

diaspora is growing in Germany while the German

investments are increasing in India. "Once I have pre-

sented my credentials in the coming weeks, I want to

serve as a matchmaker, as an enabler, and as a cata-

lyst to bring the Indo-German friendship to a new

level. We are building new bridges between our na-

tions every day. The Indian diaspora in Germany is

growing as the German investments in India. In these

dynamic times, it's a great honour to serve as the

German Ambassador to India, together with the en-

tire Embassy team and our four general consulates

across the country," said Wieck. Prior to joining the

German Embassy in India, Wieck served as Political

Director in Germany's Federal Ministry of Defence.

He served as Deputy Head of Mission at the German

Embassy in New Delhi from 2017-2020. Germany is

one of India’s most important partners in Europe.

India was one of the first nations to establish diplo-

matic ties with Germany after the Second World War

in 1951. The year 2026 marks the 75th anniversary

of the establishment of diplomatic relations between

the two countries. The strategic partnership between

India and Germany is based on the Agenda for the

Indo-German Partnership in the 21st Century, which

was adopted in May 2000 and updated by further joint

declarations, such as the Migration and Mobility Part-

nership Agreement of 2022.

Want to serve as catalyst to

take Indo-German friendship to new level

OPINIONmail
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Former Nepal PM Deuba returns home after five

months abroad amid money-laundering probe
Kathmandu, Aug, 18 :

Former Nepali Prime Minister

Sher Bahadur Deuba on Tues-

day returned home to a rous-

ing welcome from his support-

ers at Tribhuvan International

Airport in Kathmandu, five

months after he had left for

Singapore to get a “medical

check-up".  A large crowd of

leaders and party workers, in-

cluding former office-bearers of

the party — then acting Presi-

dent Purna Bahadur Khadka,

Krishna Prasad Sitaula,

Prakash Man Singh,

Bimalendra Nidhi and

Prakash Sharan Mahat,

among others welcomed

Deuba as he arrived at the

airport via Thailand. Sup-

porters chanted slogans in

support of Deuba who is

facing both legal and po-

litical challenge at home as

he was ousted by the con-

tested Special General

Convention in January.



Geneva, Aug 18 : The US tar-

iffs place "a substantial strain"

on Switzerland's export-ori-

ented economy, the Swiss gov-

ernment said, vowing to con-

tinue negotiations with the US

to reduce the 39 per cent addi-

tional tariffs imposed on the

country, which came into force

Tuesday.

The decision was made follow-

ing the trip of a Swiss delega-

tion to the United States from

Tuesday to Wednesday, led by

President Karin Keller-Sutter

and Vice President Guy

Moscow, Aug 18 : Russian Presi-

dent Vladimir Putin on Tuesday

said that Western countries are

openly talking about preparing for

war with Russia and continue to in-

crease their military budgets, local

media reported.

Putin made these comments at a

meeting with graduates of higher

military educational institutions,

Russia’s state-owned Tass media

reported.

"We see that while NATO countries

previously limited themselves to

supporting the Kyiv regime, which

came to power through illegal

armed means and a coup d'etat, now

the West is openly saying that they

are preparing for war with us and

are increasing their military offen-

sive budgets," noted the Russian

President.

According to him, the "pseudo-

democratic West" first create

threats against Russia, which forces

the country to take actions neces-

sary for self-defence and then ac-

cuses Russia of "all mortal sins" to

justify continuing its aggressive

policies and actions against Russia.

Putin also noted that the "rules" im-

posed by the West conceal neo-

colonialist ambitions and disre-

spect for others’ sovereignty, and

Russia is not satisfied with that.

The statement was part of his greet-

ing to participants of the 12th In-

ternational Scientific and Expert

Forum 'Primakov Readings'.

US tariffs place 'substantial strain'

on Switzerland's export-oriented economy
Parmelin, the Federal Council said

in a statement.

The 39 per cent tariff rate, an-

nounced by US President Donald

Trump on July 31, was one of the

highest globally and also higher

than the 31 per cent rate threat-

ened by Trump in early April,

Xinhua news agency reported.

Nearly 60 per cent of Swiss ex-

ports to the US are subject to the

new tariffs, which are "particu-

larly steep" compared with other

US trading partners such as the

European Union and Britain, the

statement said, adding that it is not

considering tariff countermeasures for fear of "additional

costs on the economy."

According to Swiss customs data, the US has been

Switzerland's biggest export market since 2021, with Swiss

exports to the United States accounted for 18.6 per cent of

the country's total exports in 2024. The US also stood as the

top market for major Swiss industries including chemicals

and pharmaceuticals.

West continuing aggressive

policies and actions against Russia: Putin
The greetings were read by

Yuri Ushakov, the Russian

leader's aide for international

affairs.

"As is well known, Western

countries advocate for a cer-

tain rules-based world. How-

ever, it was not difficult to see

that this slogan conceals bla-

tant neocolonial ambitions,

disrespect for the sovereignty

of independent states, a desire

to interfere in their internal

affairs, and force them to

change their foreign policy

priorities,” read Putin’s state-

ment.

“Russia, like many others in

the world, is categorically un-

satisfied with such 'rules,'"

Putin said in his greeting. "We

advocate for other, truly demo-

cratic foundations of world

order, binding norms of inter-

national law, the indisputable

authority of the UN Security

Council, mutual respect and

equality for all countries, and

their free choice of develop-

ment paths," it added.

The statement also said that

the theme of the Primakov

Readings, 'A World Without

Rules: A Power Game,' very

accurately characterises the

alarming trends that have be-

come clearly evident in con-

temporary international rela-

tions.

Jakarta, Aug 18 : Mount

Dukono, located in

Indonesia's North Maluku

province, erupted on Tues-

day, prompting the

country's Volcanology and

Geological Disaster Miti-

gation Centre to issue an

aviation warning.

The volcano, situated on

Halmahera Island, spewed

a column of ash up to 2,000

metres into the sky. Thick

white-to-grey clouds

drifted south of the crater.

Indonesia's Mount DukonoIndonesia's Mount DukonoIndonesia's Mount DukonoIndonesia's Mount DukonoIndonesia's Mount Dukono
erupts, triggers aviationerupts, triggers aviationerupts, triggers aviationerupts, triggers aviationerupts, triggers aviation
warning, safety advisorywarning, safety advisorywarning, safety advisorywarning, safety advisorywarning, safety advisory

Beijing, Aug 18 : The Chinese

Communist Party (CCP) has

described religion as supersti-

tion, a relic of feudalism, and

a distraction from socialist

modernisation. However,

China has been tolerating and

actively promoting Buddhism

as it has become Beijing's tool

for political control, a report

has detailed.

According to a report in the

Journal of Democracy, the

ideological foundation of the

CCP is based on Marxism, and

religion, according to it, is a

distraction from class struggle

and revolutionary progress.

For years, temples were de-

stroyed, monks defrocked, and

scriptures burned in China,

particularly during the Cultural

Revolution. Later, the CCP

China using Buddhism
as tool for political control: Report

learnt that religion cannot be eliminated through

decree.

"China is officially atheist. The Chinese Commu-

nist Party (CCP) has long declared religion to be

superstition, a relic of feudalism, and a distraction

from socialist modernisation. Yet walk through

Beijing, Shanghai, or Chengdu today, and you will

find Buddhist temples restored, incense burning,

monks in saffron robes chanting sutras," Khedroop

Thondup, nephew of the 14th Dalai Lama, wrote in

the Journal of Democracy.

South Korean govt to ease visa

rules, expand regional

airport entry for inbound tourism
Seoul, Aug 18 : The South Korean gov-

ernment unveiled Tuesday a series of mea-

sures aimed at promoting inbound tour-

ism across South Korea, including easing

of visa rules and expanding entry points

at regional airports.

The measures were announced during an

expanded national tourism strategy meet-

ing held at the presidential office Cheong

Wa Dae and chaired by South Korean

President Lee Jae Myung, with the atten-

dance of officials from relevant ministries,

Yonhap News Agency reported.

Under the proposed measures, the govern-

ment plans to make visa and entry proce-

dures for foreign tourists more flexible.

Indonesia will be included in a pilot visa

waiver program for group tourists of three

or more people.

The government will also seek to intro-

duce five-year multiple-entry visas for

travellers from China and Southeast Asian

countries who have prior records of visit-

ing South Korea, and 10-year multiple-

entry visas for those from major cities in

China and Vietnam.

An automated immigration clearance sys-

tem will be expanded from the current 18

countries, including Japan, Singapore and

Australia, to European Union member

states.

3 empty buses explode in3 empty buses explode in3 empty buses explode in3 empty buses explode in3 empty buses explode in
suspected terrorsuspected terrorsuspected terrorsuspected terrorsuspected terror
attack near Tel Avivattack near Tel Avivattack near Tel Avivattack near Tel Avivattack near Tel Aviv
Jerusalem, Aug 18 :

Three empty buses ex-

ploded simultaneously

in Israel's Tel Aviv area,

while explosive de-

vices were found on at

least two others before

they could detonate, in

what police said was a

"suspected terror at-

tack". No injuries have

been reported, Israel's

Magen David Adom

rescue service said on

Tuesday.

Taiwan President asks

universities to be cautious of China's influence
Taipei, Aug 18 : Asserting that democracy and

academic independence are invaluable,

Taiwan's President William Lai said on Tues-

day asked universities to be cautious about any

exchanges with China. He was speaking at the

2025 National Conference for the University

Presidents of Taiwan at an academic confer-

ence in Yilan.  "Institutions must be aware of

the risks and join the government in protect-

ing the country’s core key technologies. , re-

search, and competitiveness regarding China's

influence in the education system. Taiwan's

freedom and democratic way of life are pre-

cious assets," Lai stated according to a report

in Taiwan’s leading newspaper Taipei Times.

Taiwan has blacklisted two Chinese universi-

ties - Huaqiao University in Xiamen and

Quanzhou and Jinan University in Guangzhou

- from conducting academic exchange

programmes in the nation after reports that the

institutes are arms of Beijing's United Front

Work Department, Taiwan's Minister of Edu-

cation Cheng Ying-yao said in an interview on

Wednesday. Citing reports by national secu-

rity officials, Cheng said that both these insti-

tutions had 600 and 1500 Taiwanese on their

rolls, respectively and are under direct control

of the Chinese government's political warfare

branch. The measure is necessary to prevent

China from systematically targeting Taiwan-

ese students with its 'united front' work, he said,

adding that education providers must protect

national security.

US security
clearances stuck in limbo
Washington, Aug 18 : A broken

US security-clearance pipeline is

keeping America’s most sensitive

jobs waiting — and Congress is

now warning that the Pentagon’s

flagship fix is years late, billions

over budget, and still unable to de-

liver the modern system Washing-

ton promised after a massive data

breach a decade ago.  At a hearing

of the House Oversight subcom-

mittee on Government Operations,

lawmakers from both parties said

the Department of Defence’s Na-

tional Background Investigative

Services System, known as NBIS,

has become a test of whether

the US can protect secrets

while hiring fast enough to

compete in technology and na-

tional security. “If the topic of

today's discussion sounds fa-

miliar, it should,” Chairman

Congressman Pete Sessions

said, recalling a June 2025

hearing where “Congress

raised serious concerns about

persistent failures in personnel

vetting”. Sessions said NBIS

was meant to be “a one-stop

shop for all phases of federal

personnel vetting”.
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Pakistan: Children from
underprivileged families continue to face structural barriers
Islamabad, Aug 18 : Chil-

dren from underprivileged

families in Pakistan face struc-

tural barriers while children

from wealthy families in the

country continue to receive

high-quality schooling and

better opportunities leading to

prestigious careers, a report

has detailed.

According to estimates, ap-

proximately 26.2 million chil-

dren, including 13.4 million

girls, remain out of school in

Pakistan. Around 20-28 per

cent of school-age children

are not enrolled in school,

with many forced to prioritise

survival over education.

"Why do some children enjoy

their right to education while oth-

ers are denied it? Why are quality

schools reserved for those who

can afford them, while millions

are left with inadequate alterna-

tives? Why do we continue to

tolerate a system that reinforces

inequality from one generation

to the next? Children enter the

world equal and without any

bias or class difference.



Itanagar/Guwahati, Aug 18 :

Security forces apprehended an

armed NSCN (Khango) extrem-

ist and an overground worker in

Arunachal Pradesh, officials said

on Tuesday. A defence spokes-

man stated that, acting on spe-

cific intelligence inputs regard-

ing the presence of an

overground worker in contact

with an armed Naga extremist in

the Rima-Putok circle of

Changlang district, and further

corroborated by internal sources,

the Assam Rifles launched a

well-coordinated, intelligence-

based operation on Thursday.

During the operation, security

forces successfully.

Arunachal: Assam

Rifles foil insurgent network,

ULFA (I) cadre nabbed

Punjab Police foil terror
plots, seize RPG and arms cache
Chandigarh, Aug 18 : In yet another major blow to the terror

conspiracy involving Pakistan-backed Inter-Services Intelligence

and the pro-Khalistan terrorist network involved in the Shambhu

railway track attempted improvised explosive device blast case,

Punjab Police have averted major terror plots with the recovery

of another substantial cache of militant hardware, including a

rocket-propelled grenade, hand grenade, explosives, and high-

end pistols, said Director General of Police Gaurav Yadav here

on Tuesday. The recovered military hardware includes one

rocket-propelled grenade, one metallic improvised explosive

device (sticky bomb) weighing 2.296 kg, along with three deto-

nators with electric wire and one battery, two packs of RDX

weighing 1.456 kg, one P-86 hand grenade, three pistols, 9 mm

Glock-18 CX ‘Austria’, .30 bore PX5 Storm and .30 bore Star

Mark, along with five magazines and 84 cartridges, two wire-

less sets Baofeng, one headphone, and two timer switches.

The development came in continuation of the investigation into

an explosion at a railway track near Shambhu in Patiala district

on Monday night, which resulted in the death of one Jagroop

Singh, alias Jupa, who was attempting to plant an improvised

explosive device that apparently detonated prematurely.

Pertinently, in less than 12 hours, police teams had arrested four

highly radicalised individuals of this module, identified as

Pardeep Singh Khalsa, Kulwinder Singh, alias Bgga, Satnam

Singh, alias Satta, and Gurpreet Singh, alias

Gopi, and recovered one hand grenade, two

.30 bore pistols, technically sophisticated com-

munication devices, and laptops from their

possession.

Director General of Police Yadav said that

Wednesday’s significant recovery from

Panjwarh Khurd village in Tarn Taran district

is based on the disclosures by the arrested ac-

cused Satnam, the brother of prime accused

Jagroop Singh, who died while setting off the

improvised explosive device.

“Investigations have revealed that this terror

module was backed by a Malaysia-based en-

tity, with financial support being routed

through Malaysia by the main handler using

the name Jujhar Singh,” said the Director

General of Police.

Aizawl, Aug 18 : The Assam Rifles and

Mizoram Police, in three separate joint and

coordinated operations, seized drugs worth

around Rs 2.41 crore and arrested four alleged

drug peddlers in Mizoram’s Saitual district,

officials said on Tuesday.

A police official said that a special team of

the police, in a joint operation with Assam

Rifles troops, conducted a check at the out-

skirts of Keifang in Saitual district and recov-

ered 868 grams of heroin concealed in 73 soap

cases from a truck. The seized heroin was

valued at around Rs 1.74 crore. The driver

and his assistant of the vehicle, identified as

Monwar Singh Barbhuiya and Abdul Kayum

Munna, both residents of Cachar district.

Mizoram: Drugs valued

at Rs 2.41 crore seized, 4 arrested

Centre rolls out special kharif plan for 315 vulnerable districts amid El Nino worries
New Delhi, Aug 18 : The Cen-

tral government on Tuesday

unveiled a special contingency

plan amid concerns over a pos-

sible El Nino weather phenom-

enon that could lead to a weak

monsoon this year and ad-

versely impact the kharif crop

in 315 vulnerable districts in

the country.

Union Minister for Agriculture

&amp; Farmers Welfare

Shivraj Singh Chouhan chaired

a high-level virtual meeting

with state Agriculture Minis-

ters, senior officials, experts from

the ICAR, ICAR-CRIDA, and the

India Meteorological Department

to review the situation across the

country.

Addressing a press conference af-

ter the meeting, Chouhan said that

the southwest monsoon is signifi-

cantly delayed this year, and rain-

fall so far has been around 43 per

cent below normal. According to

IMD forecasts, rainfall is likely to

remain weak even during the week

ending July 2. This could directly

affect kharif crops, particularly in

rainfed regions where agriculture

is heavily dependent on monsoon

rains.

The minister said that around 315

districts have been identified that

could be potentially affected by

weak monsoon conditions. Of

these, 111 districts have been

categorised as high priority, where

irrigation coverage is below 25 per

cent. Another 76 districts fall un-

der the medium-priority category

with irrigation coverage between

25 and 50 per cent, while 128 dis-

tricts have been classified as low

priority owing to relatively better

irrigation facilities through dams

and other sources. A majority of

these districts are located across

12 states—Madhya Pradesh,

Maharashtra, Gujarat, Uttar

Pradesh, Rajasthan, Karnataka,

Bihar, Jharkhand, Telangana,

Andhra Pradesh, and Odisha. De-

tailed discussions were held with

Agriculture Ministers and District

Collectors of these states, and they

were urged to expedite prepared-

ness at the local level, he said.

Chouhan informed that the ICAR

Punjab BJP chief  writes
to World Bank head on rural economy
Chandigarh, Aug 18 :

Punjab Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP) President Kewal Singh

Dhillon has written to World

Bank Group President Ajay

Banga, acknowledging his

remarks on the state’s rural

economy. In a letter, Dhillon

said Banga’s observations had

opened an important conver-

sation on Punjab’s economic

realities, one that deserved

thoughtful engagement rather

than political point-scoring.

Referring to Banga’s remarks,

Dhillon noted that Punjab’s

youth faced economic vulner-

ability, cautioning that one-

time wealth from land sales

could not substitute for sus-

tainable livelihoods and long-

term rural transformation.

Dhillon said this assessment

reflected ground realities that the

BJP in Punjab had consistently

raised and that demanded serious

attention from the state govern-

ment.

He emphasised that the challenges

faced by rural families in Punjab

must not be reduced to narrow ste-

reotypes but understood in the

context of the deep economic and

social transitions underway in ru-

ral society, which require politi-

cal will and administrative action

at the state level.

The BJP chief pointed out that

Punjab had played a historic role

in ensuring India’s food security

for generations, often at high per-

sonal, social, and environmental

cost. He said its contribution to the

nation deserved recognition, em-

pathy, and decisive action – not

silence from an Aam Aadmi Party

(AAP) government that had failed

to deliver. “Punjab’s families are

not facing an individual crisis in

isolation; they are navigating a

larger economic transition. Many

rural communities are moving

away from traditional agrarian

systems without adequate alterna-

tive livelihoods, skill development

pathways, or financial support

mechanisms. This is a failure

of governance that the AAP

government must own,”

Dhillon said.

Addressing concerns related

to drug abuse, Dhillon reiter-

ated the BJP’s firm commit-

ment to eliminating the men-

ace. He said the party viewed

the issue not merely as a po-

litical concern but as a social

responsibility requiring strong

law enforcement, de-addiction

support, and community par-

ticipation – all of which re-

mained absent under the cur-

rent state government.

Dhillon invited Banga to en-

gage directly with him so that

his understanding of the

state’s challenges and

strengths was grounded in its

lived realities.

Expressing confidence in

Punjab’s future, Dhillon said

the state had the resilience,

capability.

Bengaluru, Aug 18 : The

Karnataka Cabinet on Tuesday ap-

proved the Karnataka Regulation

of Use of Government Premises

and Public Property Bill, 2026,

aimed at regulating the use of gov-

ernment premises and public

property by private individuals,

organisations, associations, soci-

eties and other entities.

Speaking about the Cabinet deci-

sion, Home Minister Priyank

Kharge said the proposed legisla-

tion would provide a legal frame-

work to safeguard and preserve

government property and ensure

its responsible utilisation for pub-

lic benefit. The Bill seeks to regu-

late the use of government lands,

buildings, playgrounds, parks,

roads and other public assets,

while preventing their misuse.

Kharge dismissed speculation that

the legislation was intended to tar-

get any particular institution, as-

sociation, organisation, society,

club, union, syndicate or NGO.

“Why is everyone thinking this is

to curtail or curb any particular in-

stitution, association,

organisation, society, club, union,

syndicate or NGO? Beats me,” he

remarked.

Meanwhile, the Cabinet also ap-

proved the launch of the “Sandhya

K’taka cabinet clears Premises

Regulation Bill, Sandhya Kiran healthcare scheme
Kiran” contributory cashless

healthcare scheme for State Gov-

ernment pensioners below 70

years of age, family pensioners

and their eligible dependent fam-

ily members.

The scheme has been formulated

under the Ayushman Bharat-

Arogya Karnataka (AB-ArK)

framework. It will initially cover

around 3.11 lakh State Govern-

ment pensioners and their eli-

gible dependents, taking the to-

tal number of beneficiaries to

approximately 4.93 lakh.

Under the scheme, eligible fami-

lies will be entitled to cashless

secondary, tertiary and emer-

gency medical treatment of up to

Rs 5 lakh per year on a family

floater basis. Beneficiaries can

avail themselves of treatment at

hospitals empanelled under the

scheme, with AB-ArK benefit

packages and revised package

rates applicable.

Service pensioners will contrib-

ute 1.25 per cent of their basic

pension, while family pension-

ers will contribute 0.75 per cent

of their basic family pension.

The scheme is expected to gen-

erate around Rs 117 crore annu-

ally through premium contribu-

tions.

Kochi, Aug 18 : As part of the

nationwide Khet Bachao

Abhiyan, ICAR-Central Ma-

rine Fisheries Research Insti-

tute (CMFRI) scientists en-

gaged with more than 200

farmers, highlighting the need

for balanced fertiliser appli-

cation and a shift towards

natural farming methods amid

rising concerns over soil deg-

radation caused by excessive

chemical inputs.  The aware-

ness programme focused on

the growing impact of indis-

'Khet Bachao Abhiyan':
CMFRI reaches out to farmers

criminate fertiliser use on soil

health, water resources, and

aquatic ecosystems. Experts

said that overdependence on

chemical fertilisers was dis-

turbing nutrient balance and

contributing to pollution.

SC stays Lokpal decision onSC stays Lokpal decision onSC stays Lokpal decision onSC stays Lokpal decision onSC stays Lokpal decision on
power to entertain complaint against HC judgespower to entertain complaint against HC judgespower to entertain complaint against HC judgespower to entertain complaint against HC judgespower to entertain complaint against HC judges
New Delhi, Aug 18 : In an in-

terim order passed on Tuesday,

the Supreme Court stayed the op-

eration of a decision of the

Lokpal holding that the anti-cor-

ruption body can entertain com-

plaints against High Court

judges.  A bench of Justices B.R.

Gavai, Surya Kant and Abhay S.

Oka was hearing a suo moto (on

its own motion) after Lokpal re-

ferred the two complaints to the

office of the Chief Justice of In-

dia (CJI) containing the allega-

tions that a sitting additional

judge of a high court influenced

his colleague and an additional

district judge who had to deal

with the suit filed against the

complainant by a private com-

pany. “Something very very dis-

turbing,” remarked Justice

Gavai-led Bench as it issued no-

tice to the Union government.
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and ICAR-CRIDA have prepared

District Agriculture Contingency

Plans for all districts. These plans

incorporate district-specific cli-

matic conditions, cropping pat-

terns, water resources and risk

factors and prescribe measures

such as suitable alternative

crops under low rainfall con-

ditions.



New Delhi, Aug 18 :

Indraprastha Gas Limited

(IGL) on Tuesday reported a

33 per cent decline in profit-

ability for the first quarter of

the current financial year (Q1

FY27).

The city gas distributor posted

a net profit of Rs 186 crore in

the June quarter, down 32.9

per cent quarter-on-quarter

(QoQ) from Rs 277 crore re-

ported in the preceding quar-

ter (Q4 FY26), according to its

stock exchange filing.

Revenue from operations,

however, rose 10.1 per cent

sequentially to Rs 4,583 crore

in Q1 FY27, compared with

Rs 4,163 crore in the previous

quarter.

At the operating level, the

company's earnings before in-

terest, tax, depreciation and

amortisation (EBITDA) de-

clined 30.3 per cent to Rs 295

crore from Rs 423 crore in the

earlier quarter.

The weaker operating perfor-

mance also weighed on mar-

gins. IGL's EBITDA margin

contracted to 6.4 per cent in

the June quarter from 10.2 per

Mumbai, Aug 18 : Tata Motors

Passenger Vehicles Limited on

Tuesday reported a sharp decline

in profitability for the first quar-

ter of FY27, with consolidated

net profit falling more than 80

per cent year-on-year (YoY).

According to the company's

regulatory filing, consolidated

net profit dropped 80.3 per cent

to Rs 775 crore in the June quar-

ter from Rs 3,924 crore in the

corresponding period last finan-

cial year (Q1 FY26).

The automaker's revenue rose

9.3 per cent year-on-year (YoY)

Tata Motors Passenger
Vehicles Q1 profit plunges 80 pc to Rs 775 crore

to Rs 95,799 crore, compared with

Rs 87,677 crore in the year-ago

quarter, it added in its filing.

At the operating level, perfor-

mance remained under pressure.

EBITDA declined 17.2 per cent to

Rs 6,326 crore during the quarter

from Rs 7,639 crore a year earlier.

As a result, the company's

EBITDA margin narrowed to 6.6

per cent, compared with 8.7 per

cent in the corresponding quarter

of the previous financial year, as

per the filing. Commenting on the

performance, Shailesh Chandra,

Managing Director &amp; CEO,

Tata Motors Passenger Vehicles

Limited said that Q1 FY27

marked a strong start to the year

for Tata Motors PV, with indus-

try-beating 46 per cent YoY vol-

ume growth driven by robust cus-

tomer demand and the success of

our recent launches. “Our leader-

ship in electric mobility strength-

ened further, with record quarterly

EV volumes of over 34,000 units

and 112 per cent YoY growth,” he

added. “The new avatars of Tiago

and Punch have received a strong

response, with robust bookings

across powertrains.

Indraprastha Gas’
Q1 profit drops 33 pc sequentially

cent in the preceding quarter, as

per its regulatory filing.

Following the earnings announce-

ment, investor sentiment remained

subdued. Shares of Indraprastha

Gas were trading about 1 per cent

lower at Rs 152.90 apiece at

around 2:40 pm on Thursday.

In comparison, the Sensex was

trading largely flat with a negative

bias at 77,918.06.

Over the last five days, the

company's stock has declined by

1.35 per cent, or Rs 2.07. Over the

past month, the stock fell 0.86 per

cent, or Rs 1.31.

Over the last six months, the

company's shares have declined

by 8.88 per cent, or Rs 14.79. On

a year-to-date basis, the stock has

fallen 20.94 per cent, or Rs

40.20.

Over the past year, the

company's shares have

dropped 26.45 per cent, or Rs

54.49.

Meanwhile, earlier this year,

the gas distributor an-

nounced a fresh increase in

compressed natural gas

(CNG) prices, marking the

fourth hike in less than two

weeks.

CNG prices in Delhi have

been hiked by Rs 2 per kg on

May 26. Following the lat-

est revision by IGL, CNG in

Delhi will now cost Rs 83.09

per kg, up from Rs 81.09 per

kg.

Mumbai, Aug 18 : The evolution of gold de-

rivatives reflects a broader opportunity for

India’s commodity markets -- to build stron-

ger domestic price references, enable busi-

nesses to hedge price risk within India, create

investment avenues and develop a deeper risk-

management ecosystem across commodities,

a new report has said.

Gold derivatives can boost

financial markets, price discovery in India: Report

India’s gold market is mov-

ing from physical ownership

towards a more financialised

market.

Mumbai, Aug 18 : Process equipment manufacturer GMM Pfaudler

Limited on Tuesday reported a sharp decline of 53.7 per cent in its

net profit for the April-June quarter (Q1) of FY26.

The company’s net profit fell to Rs 10.1 crore, compared to Rs 21.8

crore in the same period previous year, according to its stock ex-

change filing. While profits took a hit, the company posted a mod-

est 1.1 per cent increase in revenue from operations, reaching Rs

794 crore for the quarter. On the operational front, however, GMM

Pfaudler showed improvement.

GMM Pfaudler’s

Q1 net profit falls 54 pc to Rs 10.1 crore

New Delhi, Aug 18 : India, which is one

of the world’s largest suppliers of generic

medicines and a major provider of vaccines

and essential drugs, needs to make a quan-

tum jump into manufacturing high-value

pharmaceuticals and Active Pharmaceuti-

cal Ingredients (API), and there has to be

strong Production Linked Incentive (PLI)

schemes to achieve this, economists said

on Tuesday.  Commenting on the NITI

Aayog report on pharmaceutical trade that

came out on Tuesday, economist Ved Jain

told IANS that the time is ripe to make a

jump into exporting high-value pharma-

ceutical products. “We should invest in re-

search innovation on basic drugs and fa-

cilities and for that, and I believe there has

to be a strong PLI scheme for valued prod-

ucts, like high basic drugs and API prod-

ucts,” he mentioned.

According to the NITI Aayog report,

India’s comparative advantage remains

concentrated in formulations, particularly

retail medicaments and generic drugs,

where it remains highly competitive even

in regulated markets such as the United

States and Europe. Jain said that we need

to further remove regulatory barriers, ramp

up production and, at the same time, in-

crease the production of high-value phar-

maceutical products which can be ex-

ported.

India needs quantum jump into

manufacturing high-value pharma

products: Economists

Mumbai, Aug 18 :

Indiabulls Limited on Tues-

day reported a 46.4 per cent

rise in profitability for the

March quarter (Q4 FY26),

closing a transformational

financial year marked by its

merger and strategic shift

towards a real estate-led

business model supported by

diversified financial ser-

vices.

The company posted a profit

after tax of Rs 194 crore for

the quarter ended March 31,

according to the financial

statement.

Revenue during the quarter

stood at Rs 418 crore, it

added in its financial state-

ment.

For the full financial year

FY26, Indiabulls reported a

profit after tax of Rs 346

crore on revenue of Rs 880

crore, resulting in a healthy

profit margin of 39.3 per

cent.

The performance reflects the

company’s successful repo-

sitioning and improved op-

erational efficiency follow-

ing its restructuring.

Indiabulls’ Q4

profit jumps 46.4 pc

to Rs 194 crore

New Delhi, Aug 18 : The

Suzuki Motor Corporation of

Japan, the parent company of

Maruti Suzuki India, on Tues-

day announced a new mid-

term plan with a "rethink" in

its strategy as "the business en-

vironment has changed due to

declining market share in In-

dia" and the growing electri-

cal vehicles segment.

In its new mid-term plan for

Maruti Suzuki's new mid-term plan

aims to make India an export hub, launch more EVs
2025-30, the company has identified India as

its "most important market". Maruti Suzuki

aims to create a manufacturing capacity of pro-

ducing 4 million cars annually to reclaim a 50

per cent market share in India and use the coun-

try as a global export hub as well.

The auto major plans to expand its EV lineup

starting with the e-Vitara, and is aiming to

launch four new EV models by FY30 in a seg-

ment where its rivals like Tata Motors and

Mahindra &amp; Mahindra already have a var-

ied EV portfolio in India.

Ahmedabad, Aug 18 :

Led by its core infrastruc-

ture business, the Adani

Portfolio has delivered

the highest-ever trailing-

twelve-month (TTM)

EBITDA of Rs 86,789

crore, the Adani Group

said on Tuesday.

The core infrastructure

businesses (utility, trans-

port, and incubating infra

businesses under Adani

Enterprises Ltd) ac-

counted for 84 per cent of

total EBITDA.

Adani Portfolio clocksAdani Portfolio clocksAdani Portfolio clocksAdani Portfolio clocksAdani Portfolio clocks
highest ever TTM EBITDAhighest ever TTM EBITDAhighest ever TTM EBITDAhighest ever TTM EBITDAhighest ever TTM EBITDA
of Rs 86,789 crore, coreof Rs 86,789 crore, coreof Rs 86,789 crore, coreof Rs 86,789 crore, coreof Rs 86,789 crore, core
infra biz surgesinfra biz surgesinfra biz surgesinfra biz surgesinfra biz surges

Mumbai, Aug 18 : Force Motors on

Tuesday reported a sharp 40 per cent

decline in profitability for the March

quarter (Q4 FY26).  The company’s

net profit fell to Rs 278.5 crore, com-

pared to Rs 434.7 crore in the same

period previous financial year (Q4

FY25), according to its stock ex-

change filing. Despite the drop in bot-

tom line, the automaker maintained

steady growth in its topline. Revenue

for the quarter rose 8.2 per cent to Rs

2,550 crore from Rs 2,356 crore.

Force Motors’ Q4 profit

drops 40 pc to Rs 278.5 crore
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Bengaluru, Aug 18 :

Karnataka Home Minister

Priyank Kharge on Tuesday

rejected allegations that the

state government is targeting

former MP and convicted of-

fender Prajwal Revanna fol-

lowing the recovery of a mo-

bile phone and pen drive from

his prison cell and his subse-

quent transfer from the VIP

cell to a normal barrack.

Prajwal is the grandson of

former Prime Minister H.D.

Deve Gowda and son of JD-S

MLA H.D. Revanna.

Speaking to reporters in

Prajwal a convict,
no targeting him: K’taka HM Priyank Kharge

Bengaluru, Kharge said there was

no question of the Government

targeting Prajwal, who is serving

a life sentence following his con-

viction in a rape case.

“The Government is targeting no

one. Prajwal is a convict. Nothing

is personal. The court has convicted

Prajwal Revanna and, in that back-

drop, he is in jail. When the facts

are such, there is no question of tar-

geting him,” Kharge said. On the

alleged lapses in the prison system,

Kharge said action would be taken

against anyone found responsible,

irrespective of their rank or position.

“If there are illegal activities inside

the prison, action should be initi-

ated at any cost. The video that has

come out in this connection is a little

older. The investigation is on to find

out who handed over the mobile

phone to the cell. The investigation

so far has revealed that there was

no Wi-Fi usage,” he said.

Kharge said no officer found guilty

would be protected, irrespective of

whether the person was a constable

or an IPS officer. “There is no ques-

tion of protecting any officer from

constable to IPS rank who is guilty.

Raids have been conducted with the

intention of rectifying lapses in the

prison system. Action was initiated

after lapses were found during my

visit to the prison,” he said. He also

said the investigation would exam-

ine whether action should be initi-

ated against DGP (Prisons) Alok

Kumar. “The investigation is on re-

garding initiating action against

DGP Prisons Alok Kumar as well.

We will initiate action against any-

one guilty, from a constable to any-

one,” Kharge reiterated.

Reacting to the Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP)’s allegation that pris-

ons in Karnataka had been turned

into “resorts”, Kharge questioned

whether BJP leaders had person-

ally visited the prisons and wit-

nessed the alleged lapses. “Were

the prisons resorts during the ten-

ures of Araga Jnanendra and R.

Ashoka under BJP governments?

It is not tenable to make false al-

legations,” he said. Kharge said

some prison officials had al-

ready been suspended and di-

rections had been issued to

conduct an audit of the digital

systems in all prisons across

the state.

New Delhi, Aug 18 : India is tar-

geting $2 trillion in total exports

by 2030–31, comprising $1 tril-

lion in merchandise exports and

$1 trillion in services exports, the

government said on Tuesday.

The Department of Commerce

has developed a structured Ex-

port Monitoring Framework,

which breaks down the national

target into sector-wise actions

across Engineering Goods, Tex-

tiles, Electronics, Pharmaceuti-

cals, Chemicals and Services,

said Commerce Minister Piyush

Goyal who chaired a high-level

review meeting here.

Goyal stated that achievement of

the target will be based on three

key pillars.

These include clearly defined

and actionable points with

timelines, where each sectoral

action is assigned to a Nodal

Joint Secretary, classified as sup-

ply-side or demand-side, linked

to key performance indicators

and aligned with short, medium

Centre aims $2 trillion export target by 2030-31
and long-term timelines.  He also

emphasised the importance of in-

ter-departmental coordination,

with supporting Ministries and

Departments identified for each

task to ensure effective resolution

of exporter-related issues.

In addition, Goyal highlighted the

need for an IT-enabled monitor-

ing platform to facilitate regular

tracking of progress, with an au-

tomated escalation mechanism for

review at the levels of Secretary

and Minister. The Minister further

directed that, in consultation with

the concerned line Ministries, pri-

ority sectors be identified where

a clearly defined import substitu-

tion strategy can be pursued along-

side efforts to boost exports.

He reviewed the implementation

of the Export Promotion Mission,

a flagship MSME-focused initia-

tive aimed at addressing key

bottlenecks faced by exporters and

enabling broad-based, inclusive

and sustainable export growth.

The EPM is being implemented

through two integrated sub-

schemes, ‘Niryat Protsahan’, fo-

cused on access to trade finance,

and ‘Niryat Disha’, focused on

market access. He noted that ten

components under the EPM have

been operationalised. These in-

clude Interest Subvention, Alter-

native Trade Finance (Export Fac-

toring), Credit Assistance for E-

Commerce Exporters, Collateral

Support for Export Credit, Risk

Sharing for Emerging Export Op-

portunities, Support for Testing,

Inspection and Certification, Mar-

ket Access Support, Support for

Export Warehousing and Logis-

tics, Support for Inland Transport

and Handling, and Support for

Trade Facilitation and Intelli-

gence. Goyal also took note of the

Relief Scheme launched under the

EPM to support exporters affected

by the ongoing West Asia crisis.

The Minister also underscored the

importance of strengthening

‘Brand India’ as an overarching

umbrella for India’s export promo-

tion efforts across sectors and

markets.

New Delhi, Aug 18 : The VO

Chidambaranar Port Authority

(VOCPA) has emerged as a model

for sustainable maritime develop-

ment in India, citing the port's sig-

nificant progress in

decarbonisation, renewable en-

ergy adoption and green infra-

structure development, Union

Minister of Ports, Shipping and

Waterways (MoPSW),

Sarbananda Sonowal, said on

Tuesday.  Sonowal highlighted the

findings of the port's first

Sustainability Report, which re-

vealed that renewable energy now

offsets nearly 94 per cent of the

port's energy-consumption

equivalent, while net carbon emis-

sions have been reduced by

around 45 per cent.

The report also noted that carbon

intensity per tonne of cargo has

been reduced by nearly half over

VOC Port becomes a model

for green maritime growth: Sarbananda Sonowal
the past four years, reinforcing

VOC Port's position as a

frontrunner in India's green mari-

time transition, according to the

minister.

"VOC Port is demonstrating

what can be achieved when in-

frastructure development is

guided by sustainability, innova-

tion and community welfare. The

port's achievement in reducing

net carbon emissions by 45 per

cent is a significant milestone in

India's journey towards greener

and more responsible maritime

growth,” said Sonowal.

These initiatives reflect the vi-

sion of Prime Minister Narendra

Modi for building modern, sus-

tainable and future-ready infra-

structure while investing in

people, technology and the en-

vironment," Sarbananda

Sonowal said.

Jaipur,  Aug 18 : Rajasthan

Minister of State for Home

Jawahar Singh Bedham said in

the Assembly on Tuesday that

the state government is taking

continuous and effective mea-

sures to combat cybercrime by

integrating new technologies and

innovations.

“Statewide initiatives such as the

Cyber Shield and Anti-Virus

campaigns have been launched

to curb cyber fraud. The cyber

security framework is being

strengthened,” the state Home

Minister said.

Highlighting past challenges, he

pointed out that under the previ-

ous government, there were in-

stances where police officers

were attacked while attempting

to take action against

cybercriminals.

“However, the current adminis-

tration has taken strict action

against these criminals, targeting

their illegally acquired properties

through the Yellow Panja cam-

paign. These decisive steps have

significantly weakened cyber

fraud networks.

Govt taking effective

measures to combat cybercrime:

Rajasthan Home Minister

Kolkata, Aug 18 : Satish

Kumar, Chairman and CEO

of the Railway Board, chaired

the monthly high-level safety

review meeting on Tuesday,

during which Eastern Rail-

way (ER) highlighted several

critical operational safety and

infrastructure monitoring ini-

tiatives. The meeting was at-

tended by Gitika Pandey,

General Manager, ER, and

the Divisional Railway Man-

agers of Howrah, Sealdah,

Asansol and Malda through

video conferencing. Officials

said ER is paying utmost at-

tention to safety in rail opera-

tions and at station premises.

A senior official said detailed

discussions were held on ex-

panding CCTV coverage

across passenger terminals to

strengthen station security, as

well as on the smooth opera-

Bengal: ER highlights safety
initiatives at Railway Board meet

tion of ER’s 54 Electronic In-

Motion Weighbridges

(EIMWBs), which are vital

for accurate load monitoring

and protecting track integrity.

Overloaded wagons can dam-

age tracks and lead to acci-

dents.

As tracks across most of the

railway network are shared by

both freight and passenger

trains, undetected faults can

cause derailments, putting

passengers’ lives at risk. Rig-

orous track maintenance pro-

tocols and the execution of

advanced signalling safety

works were also discussed

during the conference.

“Tracks and signals are the

two most important compo-

nents of train operations. ER

is placing significant stress on

track maintenance, including

renewals.

New Delhi, Aug 18 : Low de-

mand of tribal products in the

market, delayed utilisation of

funds by state Implementing

Agencies, and market linkages

are the key challenges faced by

the Tribal Cooperative Market-

ing Development Federation of

India, the Lok Sabha was in-

formed on Tuesday.

TRIFED, a national-level apex

organisation under the Minis-

try of Tribal Affairs, received a

financial assistance of Rs

111.70 crore in 2024-25, said

Union Minister of State for

Tribal Affairs Durgadas Uikey

in a reply.

Its main goal is to improve the

socio-economic well-being of

tribal communities by facilitat-

ing the marketing of their prod-

ucts. He informed the House

that the review of schemes and

programmes implemented by

TRIFED is a routine process

which is undertaken from time

to time. Claiming that no third-

party review of the schemes

implemented through TRIFED

has been conducted recently,

the MoS said that at present.

Low demand a

challenge for TRIFED : MoS

Kohima, Aug 18 : BJP na-

tional spokesperson and

former Nagaland minister

Mmhonlumo Kikon has re-

signed from the primary and

active membership of the

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

and all party posts on Tuesday.

The Nagaland BJP has not yet

issued any official statement

regarding his resignation.  In

a resignation letter addressed

to the President of the BJP

Nagaland state unit, Kikon, a

former two-time MLA from

the Bhandari assembly con-

Former Nagaland minister and BJP

spokesperson Mmhonlumo Kikon quits party
stituency in Nagaland, ex-

pressed gratitude for the op-

portunities and responsibili-

ties entrusted to him during

his more than ten-year asso-

ciation with the party. “Since

joining the BJP more than a

decade ago, I have had the

honour of serving the party

and contributing to its

growth and activities in vari-

ous capacities and responsi-

bilities entrusted to me. My

association with the Party has

been a deeply enriching ex-

perience.
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Maha minister
Dhananjay Munde diagnosed with Bell's palsy
Mumbai, Aug 18 :

Maharashtra food and civil

supply minister and NCP

leader Dhananjay Munde on

Tuesday said he is suffering

from Bell’s palsy which is

neurological disorder that

causes temporary weakness

or paralysis of the muscles on

one side of the face. It's the

most common type of facial

paralysis.

In his post on X, Munde said:

“I had surgery on both my

eyes fifteen days ago. The

surgery was done under the

guidance of Dr TP Lahane.

For about ten days, he advised

me to take care of my eyes,

especially from strong light,

dust and sun. Meanwhile, I

was diagnosed with a disease

called Bell's palsy. The treat-

ment for it is currently under-

way under the guidance of the

famous Dr Arun Shah of Reli-

ance Hospital. Due to this dis-

ease, I am currently unable to

speak properly for even two

minutes continuously. There-

fore, I have not been able to

attend one or two cabinet meet-

ings and party Janata Darbar

programs.”

Quad aligned in advancing closer collaboration,
delivering results for free and open Indo-Pacific: US envoy Gor
New Delhi, Aug 18 : US Am-

bassador to India, Sergio Gor,

said on Tuesday that Quad na-

tions are aligned in advancing

closer collaboration and deliver-

ing results for a free and open

Indo-Pacific. Gor made the state-

ment following his meeting with

Australia's High Commissioner

to India Philip Green and Japan's

Ambassador to India Keiichi

Ono, where they discussed up-

coming Quad initiatives.

Quad brings together four coun-

tries - India, Australia, Japan, and

the United States, with a com-

mitment to work as a force for glo-

bal good and to support an open,

free, and inclusive Indo-Pacific

that is prosperous and resilient.

"Productive discussions today

with Australia's High Commis-

sioner to India Philip Green and

Japan's Ambassador to India Ono

Keiichi on upcoming Quad initia-

tives and meetings. Together with

India, our four nations are aligned

in advancing closer collaboration

and delivering results for a free

and open Indo-Pacific," Gor wrote

on X following the meeting.

Last month, External Affairs Min-

ister (EAM) S Jaishankar, Aus-

tralian Foreign Minister Penny

Wong, Japanese Foreign Minis-

ter Toshimitsu Motegi, and US

Secretary of State Marco Rubio

participated in the Quad Foreign

Ministers' Meeting in Manila.

The ministers reaffirmed their

commitment to a free and open

Indo-Pacific and underlined their

strong support for ASEAN's

unity and centrality in the region.

In a joint statement, EAM

Jaishankar, Wong, Motegi and

Rubio underscored the Quad's

strong resolve.

Washington, Aug 18 : US

President Donald Trump

announced new tariffs of up

to 100 per cent on imports

of unmanned drones and

their components, saying the

move is aimed at reducing

the United States’ reliance

on foreign suppliers in an

industry largely dominated

by China.

According to a White House

statement, the decision was

taken on national security

grounds. The new measures

include a 100 per cent tariff

on certain unmanned aircraft

systems, particularly larger

drones weighing more than

25 kilograms and systems

equipped with capabilities

considered sensitive for na-

tional security.

Trump announces up to

100 pc tariffs on drone imports,

citing national security

MoS Singh’s visit to Cote d’Ivoire
part of India's broader engagement with Africa: MEA
New Delhi, Aug 18 : The Min-

istry of External Affairs

(MEA) on Tuesday stated that

Minister of State (MoS) for

External Affairs, Kirit Vardhan

Singh's recent visit to Cote

d’Ivoire is expected to impart

further impetus to the growing

ties with the West African na-

tion as part of India’s broader

engagement with Africa.

MoS Singh undertook an offi-

cial visit to Abidjan, Cote d’Ivoire,

from August 6-8 at the invitation

of the Government of Cote

d’Ivoire, to attend the celebrations

of the 66th National Day of the

West African nation as the Guest

of Honour. According to the MEA,

the visit provided a "valuable op-

portunity" to further consolidate

the momentum in India–Cote

d’Ivoire relations and the warm

reception accorded to the Minis-

ter of State and the visiting Indian

Armed Forces contingent re-

flected the depth of goodwill and

friendship between the two coun-

tries.

During the visit, the MoS attended

the National Day celebrations and

witnessed the participation of an

Indian Armed Forces Marching

Contingent in the National Day

Parade. MoS Singh held substan-

tive bilateral discussions with

Niale Kaba, Minister of State,

Minister of Foreign Affairs and In-

ternational Cooperation and also

called on Alassane Ouattara, the

President of the Cote d’Ivoire.

According to the MEA, the dis-

cussions covered the entire gamut

of bilateral relations, including

economic and development part-

nership, defence and security co-

operation and people-to-people

ties.

Washington, Aug 18 : US lawmakers de-

bated the rapid spread of artificial intelli-

gence in American classrooms, with

teachers embracing time-saving tools but

warning of risks to learning, privacy, and

academic integrity.

At a Congressional hearing titled “Build-

ing an AI-Ready America: Teaching in the

AI Age”, Congressman Kevin Kiley said

AI is already widely used in schools. He

cited survey data showing “60 per cent

of US public school teachers used an AI

tool for their work during the 2024, 2025

academic year”. He said teachers report

clear benefits. “Teachers who use AI tools

weekly estimate that they save about six

hours a week,” Kiley said. Over a year,

he added, that equals “nearly six weeks

of extra teaching time”.

But he also pointed to gaps in prepara-

tion. “70 per cent of teachers admit they

don't feel prepared to use the AI effec-

tively in their classrooms,” he said. He

warned of student misuse, noting that “a

staggering 85 % expressed concern about

student use of AI”.

US lawmakers debate

rapid spread of AI in schools

South Korea: Parliamentary committee
questions election watchdog officials over ballot shortages
Seoul, Aug 18 : A parliamen-

tary special committee on

Tuesday conducted its first in-

quiry into the National Elec-

tion Commission (NEC) over

an unprecedented shortage of

ballots during the recent local

elections in South Korea.

Last week, the National As-

sembly launched a special 18-

member committee to investi-

gate the cause of the shortage

of ballots at more than a dozen

polling stations in Seoul during

the June 3 local elections.

"As the chairperson, I feel a deep

sense of responsibility for the

shortcomings found in the NEC's

oversight," former NEC Chairman

Roh Tae-ak said at the session,

Yonhap News Agency reported.

The special committee is sched-

uled to receive a second round of

reporting from the NEC and its

regional offices, as well as the in-

terior ministry and the National

Police Agency on July 1.

The committee also approved

plans to conduct an on-site probe

on July 8, followed by two days

of hearings on July 14 and July

22.

"I offer my sincere apologies to

the voters who experienced sig-

nificant confusion and inconve-

nience while exercising their pre-

cious right to vote, which should

have been guaranteed," Wi Chul-

hwan, acting chairman of the

Aden (Yemen), Aug 18 : Fierce clashes erupted Tuesday be-

tween Houthi militants and troops affiliated with the pro-seces-

sion Yemen's Southern Transitional Council (STC) in the south-

ern province of Al-Dhalea.  The fighting began after Houthi

militants launched coordinated attacks on STC positions in the

Battar and Tabat Othman areas northwest of Al-Dhalea.

Clashes erupt in

South Yemen as Houthis announce mobilisation

Vietnam's Ho Chi Minh City records surge in hand-foot-mouth disease cases
Hanoi, Aug 18 : Vietnam's

southern hub Ho Chi Minh

City has reported a surge in

hand-foot-mouth disease, with

32,637 cases recorded since

early this year, up 64 per cent

year-on-year, local daily Tuoi

Tre reported Tuesday.

From November 17 to 23, the

city logged 1,547 cases, an in-

crease of 15 per cent compared

to the average of the previous

four weeks, according to the

municipal Department of

Health.

Tang Chi Thuong, the

department's director, said the Enterovirus 71

(EV71) pathogen had re-emerged in Novem-

ber, linked to severe hand-foot-mouth disease

cases.

Among 18 severe cases admitted to a

children's hospital in Ho Chi Minh City, 10

tested positive for Enterovirus 71.
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NEC, said at the session. Wi pledged to do his

best to uncover the truth behind the ballot short-

ages and dismissed lawmakers' calls for his res-

ignation, saying it would be "irresponsible" for

him to resign at this stage. The committee ear-

lier agreed to summon 43 witnesses, including

27 current and former NEC officials.



Panchayats must emerge as centres of
innovation, digital governance & public trust: J&K L-G
Srinagar, Aug 18 : Jammu and

Kashmir Lieutenant Governor

Manoj Sinha said on Tuesday

that panchayats must emerge as

centres of innovation, digital

governance and public trust.

Addressing the "Seva Se

Samriddhi: Regional Workshop

on Panchayat-Led Service Deliv-

ery" at the Sher-e-Kashmir Inter-

national Convention Centre

(SKICC) here, the L-G wel-

comed delegates and panchayat

representatives from across the

country and thanked the Union

Ministry of Panchayati Raj for

organising the workshop in

Jammu and Kashmir.

Manoj Sinha said that

Panchayati Raj Institutions

(PRIs) must evolve beyond ad-

ministrative units and emerge as

centres of innovation, equal op-

portunity, sustainable develop-

ment and public trust, asserting

that grassroots governance will

play a decisive role in realising

Prime Minister Narendra Modi's

vision of a 'Viksit Bharat' (Devel-

oped India). He added that seam-

less panchayat-led service deliv-

ery is a crucial pillar of gover-

nance and reiterated the Union

Territory administration's commit-

ment to strengthening local self-

governance institutions.

"I believe Panchayat-led service

delivery is one of the most impor-

tant components of the gover-

nance system and a subject very

close to my heart," L-G Sinha said.

The L-G added that Jammu and

Kashmir lacked a fully functional

three-tier Panchayati Raj system

in the past, but significant efforts

in recent years have empowered

local bodies through the transfer

of funds, functions and function-

aries. "District plans were pre-

pared jointly with elected repre-

sentatives, and development pri-

orities identified at the grassroots

level were implemented accord-

ingly," he said, adding that locally-

driven planning had enabled the

execution of several impactful

projects across villages.

Recalling the early days of his ten-

ure, L-G Sinha said governance in

Jammu and Kashmir was heavily

dependent on the physical move-

ment of files under the Darbar

Move system.

Manipur a symbol of unity and

sporting excellence, says CM Khemchand Singh
Imphal, Aug 18 : Manipur

Chief Minister Yumnam

Khemchand Singh on Tuesday

said that the state stands as a

shining example of unity in

diversity, with 36 communities

living together in harmony,

and has made an unparalleled

contribution to Indian sports.

Addressing an event,

organised in connection with

the International Olympic Day

Run, the Chief Minister said

that Manipuri athletes have

consistently brought glory to

the nation and asserted that no

Indian contingent participat-

ing in major international

sporting events can be consid-

ered complete without play-

ers from Manipur. Singh on

Tuesday attended the Interna-

tional Olympic Day Run and

Tree Plantation programme.

Bhopal, Aug 18 : Newly ap-

pointed in-charge for Madhya

Pradesh Congress Committee

(MPCC), Harish Choudhary, on

Tuesday said that re-establishing

the party in the state would be

his priority.  Rajasthan-based

leader Choudhary said the Con-

gress leadership assigned him to

work in Madhya Pradesh and he

would try his best to meet the

party's expectations.

"Madhya Pradesh has rich his-

tory culture and I would try to

learn social and political system

of the state.

Will re-establish CongressWill re-establish CongressWill re-establish CongressWill re-establish CongressWill re-establish Congress
in MP, says party's statein MP, says party's statein MP, says party's statein MP, says party's statein MP, says party's state
in-charge Harish Choudharyin-charge Harish Choudharyin-charge Harish Choudharyin-charge Harish Choudharyin-charge Harish Choudhary

No shortage of funds for welfare,

development of OBC community: Maha CM Fadnavis
Mumbai, Aug 18 :

Maharashtra Chief Minister

Devendra Fadnavis on Tues-

day highlighted a slew of ini-

tiatives towards the empower-

ment of the OBC community

saying that there would be no

shortage of funds for the

implementation of welfare and

development programmes for

the OBC community.

In his inaugural speech at the

10th National Convention of

the National OBC Federation,

he mentioned that after the

OBC political reservation was

struck down by the court in

2020, the government success-

fully fought in the Supreme

Court to restore it in 2022.

Now, a full 27 per cent politi-

cal reservation has been imple-

mented in municipal corporations,

municipalities, town panchayats,

district councils, and gram

panchayats.

He said in 2004, a significant de-

cision was made through the Leg-

islative Assembly Request Com-

mittee to increase the non-creamy

layer limit from Rs 1 lakh to Rs

2.5 lakh.

He added that 50 significant deci-

sions have been taken in the in-

terest of the OBC community

through the state government, and

their implementation is underway.

CM Fadnavis shared details of im-

portant decisions, such as 54 hos-

tels for OBC boys and girls, over-

seas scholarships, and a scheme

providing Rs 60,000 in financial

assistance to students who could

not secure hostel accommodation.

Additionally, he announced that Rs 38 crore has been allo-

cated for constructing a grand OBC Bhavan in Nagpur for

the national OBC community, assuring that the work will

be completed soon. He highlighted seven historic decisions

taken by the Central government under the leadership of

Prime Minister Narendra Modi for the empowerment of

the OBC community across the country.

These include the process of caste-based census, granting

constitutional status to the OBC Commission, reservation

for doctors in the Central government, and the highest-

ever representation of OBC ministers in the Union Cabi-

net in Independent India’s history.

Athens, Aug 18 : Javed Aslam, the

highly controversial leader of the

Pakistani community in Greece, is

among those whose asylum is be-

ing revoked under a directive from

the Greek Minister of Immigration

and Asylum, Thanos Plevris, to re-

assess international protection cases.

Aslam has been severely criticised

in Greece for his alleged involve-

ment in operating illegal mosques in

the country and demanding

legalisation of marriage between

cousins. The Ministry published an

update on February 16 outlining the

number of asylum revocations ini-

tiated in recent years and their es-

calation, particularly after instruc-

tions from Plevris, a report said on

Tuesday. According to a report in

the 'Greek City Times', during the

procedure, the Ministry's Asylum

Controversial Pakistani community
leader's asylum revoked in Greece : Report

Service sent summons to

Aslam, notifying him of the re-

vocation of his refugee status

and inviting him to submit any

objection within 15 working

days as stipulated by law. If he

chooses to challenge the deci-

sion, it said, then his case will

be reviewed in the second in-

stance.

“The revocation of Javed

Aslam's international protec-

tion is part of the line that the

ministry has been following

recently under Plevris, includ-

ing the revocation of the asy-

lum status of a Palestinian who

was seen celebrating the mas-

sacres of Hamas and taking a

photo next to Hamas leader

Ismail Haniyeh," the report

mentioned.

Washington, Aug 18 :

America’s long-running gap in

paid family and medical leave

— routine in much of the de-

veloped world but still patchy

in the United States — took cen-

tre stage on Capitol Hill, as law-

makers sparred over whether

Washington should set a na-

tional standard or let states and

employers chart their own

course.

At a hearing titled “Balancing

Careers and Care: Examining

Innovative Approaches to Paid

Leave”, Congressman Ryan

Mackenzie.

US paid leave fight

shows split on safety net

Kochi, Aug 18 : In what’s be-

lieved to be a family suicide, the

bodies of three people were

found at the official customs

quarters in Kochi on Tuesday.

The dead have been identified as

Manish Agarwal an IRS official

from Jharkhand, his sister

Shalini and their aged mother

Shakunthala. Manish belongs to

the 2011 IRS batch and was a top

official at the GST

Commissioner's office here. His

sister Shalini has been staying

with her brother and mother for

the past few months.

Kerala: IRS official, his family

members found dead

in Kochi customs quarters

Thiruvananthapuram, Aug 18 : In a rare

candid assessment from within the CPI-

M leadership, Central Committee mem-

ber K.K. Shailaja has described the party’s

defeat in the Kerala Assembly elections

as a serious setback and warned that the

Left cannot ignore the organisational and

political challenges that have emerged.

In an article titled ‘A Comeback is Inevi-

table’ in the CPI-M’s ideological journal

'Chintha', Shailaja, a former state minis-

ter, said the defeat was not a routine elec-

toral loss, as the Left suffered reverses

even in its traditional strongholds.

She called for a comprehensive review of

the last three election defeats and said

corrective steps must be taken without

delay.

Incidentally, Shailaja herself had to face

successive defeats, with the first one com-

ing at the 2024 Lok Sabha polls from the

Vadakara seat and then when she was

shunted out from her Mattannur assem-

bly seat to neighbouring Peravoor when

she lost to sitting Congress legislator

Sunny Joseph. "Even those who stood

firmly with the Left have moved away.

Though the problems were noticed, efforts

were not made to resolve them."

'Not a minor defeat': K.K. Shailaja flags

CPI-M crisis, calls for course correction

Patna, Aug 18 : The dispute

between Tej Pratap Yadav and

his former personal assistant

Motilal Yadav has intensified,

with new allegations emerg-

ing from both sides. Tej Pratap

Yadav has accused Motilal

Yadav of fleeing after alleg-

edly stealing cash, jewellery,

electronic devices, and impor-

tant documents from his offi-

cial residence in Patna. An

FIR has already been regis-

tered at the Secretariat Police

Station regarding the alleged

theft. Meanwhile, Motilal

Yadav’s wife, Preeti Bharti,

has made separate allegations

regarding events at her resi-

dence. She claimed that uni-

dentified individuals entered

their home, seized the mobile

phones of family members,

and repeatedly questioned

Bihar: Tej Pratap-Motilal row

intensifies as family raises safety concerns
them about certain documents. She said

the family currently has no information

about Motilal Yadav’s whereabouts and

has been unable to contact him. Preeti

Bharti expressed concern about her

husband’s safety and stated that the fam-

ily is living in fear. She has sought pro-

tection from the administration.

A technical team from the Superinten-

dent of Police’s office has reportedly

visited Tej Pratap Yadav’s official resi-

dence to examine the evidence. The in-

vestigation currently includes the exami-

nation of CCTV footage from the resi-

dence, the review of cameras installed

in nearby areas, the collection of witness

statements, the verification of the alleg-

edly missing items, and the analysis of

available digital evidence. Police offi-

cials are continuing to investigate all

aspects of the case. According to the FIR,

the alleged incident occurred on the night

of June 22 at Tej Pratap Yadav’s official

residence on Harding Road in Patna.
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US senators warn China's grip on
critical minerals threatens defence industry
Washington, Aug 18 : US

lawmakers warned that

China’s dominance over criti-

cal minerals could cripple

American defence manufac-

turing in a crisis, as the Pen-

tagon defended controversial

equity investments and price

guarantees aimed at rebuild-

ing domestic supply chains.

“It’s no exaggeration to say

that America’s resilience on

China’s critical minerals rep-

resents one of our greatest

strategic vulnerabilities,” Sen-

ate Armed Services Commit-

tee Chairman Roger Wicker

said at a Congressional hear-

ing on rebuilding supply

chains. He cautioned that

threats to cut exports of rare

earths “would have brought

American defense manufac-

turing to its knees and deeply dam-

aged the US economy.”

Pentagon industrial policy chief

Michael Cadenazzi, Jr., Assistant

Secretary of War for Industrial

Base Policy, told senators the risk

was immediate. “This is not a

theoretical risk. It is a clear and

present danger to our national se-

curity,” he said, warning that

Beijing can “weaponize these sup-

ply chains, threatening to disrupt

our defense industrial base and

compromise military readiness in

a crisis.”

Cadenazzi said the department

had invested “$975 million in

minerals through title three of the

Defense Production Act and the

Industrial Base Fund” and was

pursuing a “comprehensive

multiyear strategy” built on four

pillars: reshoring production,

working with allies, investing in

research and recycling, and

modernising the National Defense

Stockpile.

He cited the “MP materials deal”

to secure rare earth production and

a “Korea Zinc effort” to build a

US smelter producing “13 differ-

ent nonferrous metals, including

germanium, gallium, and anti-

mony.” He also highlighted recy-

cling efforts, including an invest-

ment “to recover gallium and

scandium… from waste residue

left over from aluminum refin-

ing.” However, lawmakers from

both parties pressed the Pentagon

on its decision to take a “15 per

cent equity stake in MP materials,

a rare earth mining company, in

California at a cost of $ 400 mil-

lion.” Ranking member Jack Reed

questioned the legal basis for such

investments, noting that the Defense Production Act “does

not mention equity investments at all.” He sought clarity

on the “legal basis, financial terms and strategic rationale”

of the deal. Cadenazzi defended equity as “a catalyst for

private investment” after what he described as “a failed

market-based approach.” He argued that price floors were

set using “a set of open market analyzes” to counter “the

manipulated Chinese price floor.”

Jeffrey Frankston, acting deputy assistant secretary for in-

dustrial base resilience, said the effort had been “turbo-

charged” by “full and unified interagency cooperation,”

with officials working “on a daily, if not hourly basis” to

map supply chains from “the raw material to the finished

product.” The hearing also exposed tensions over permit-

ting and environmental safeguards. Senator Dan Sullivan

said environmental restrictions had been “a major point of

contention for mining development.”

New Delhi, Aug 18 : The Taliban

regime in Afghanistan will be mark-

ing five years of rule since Kabul

fell to them while US-led peace-

keeping troops withdrew hastily.

The regime remains officially

unrecognised by the world, except

Russia.

A United Nations Assistance Mis-

sion in Afghanistan (UNAMA) re-

port released Tuesday highlighted

aspects of the current Taliban re-

gime. It noted that Afghanistan has

experienced improved security,

while urging the de facto authori-

ties to take significant steps that

could contribute to lasting stability.

The UNAMA stressed that a reduc-

tion in conflict has brought tangible

benefits for many Afghans and cre-

ated opportunities to focus on recov-

ery, development and regional eco-

nomic cooperation, with positive

steps including a ban on opium

poppy cultivation.

Five years of Taliban

rule: World cannot abandon Afghanistan

ISI’s new Kashmir strategy:
Teen recruits, pistol drops and jungle warfare
New Delhi, Aug 18 : The Inter-Services

Intelligence (ISI) has been restructuring

its entire overground worker (OWG) net-

work in Jammu and Kashmir following

the setback Pakistan suffered during Op-

eration Sindoor last year.

The operation, launched by the Indian

armed forces in response to the Pahalgam

terror attack, destroyed terror infrastruc-

ture in both Pakistan and Pakistan-occu-

pied Kashmir (PoK).

The setback prompted a major restructur-

ing exercise by Pakistan, which also in-

volved rebuilding the terror infrastructure

of Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM), Lashkar-e-

Taiba (LeT) and Hizbul Mujahideen.

Officials say that the OWG network in

Jammu and Kashmir operates very differ-

ently today.

The first step taken by the ISI was to dis-

mantle its old guard. It then began recruit-

ing young people, including girls, into its

overground worker (OWG) network.

Most of those recruited are teenagers,

aged between 15 and 16 years. Unlike the

new recruits, the old guard had been ap-

pointed organisation-wise.

"For instance, Jaish and Lashkar would

have independent networks of OWGs, and

their work would never overlap," the of-

ficial explained.

The old guard also had an ideological link

to the terror group they were associated

with. Moreover, these persons had exten-

sive knowledge of the respective terror

groups, including details about their lead-

ership and local handlers, the official said.

For the ISI, it was important to replace

the old guard as almost all of them had

police records, making it easier for secu-

rity agencies to identify and track

them.

Another aspect about the old

guard was that they would be used

for multiple assignments. Today’s

OWGs who have been recently

appointed by the ISI carry out one

task and then vanish. This makes

detection hard.

An Intelligence Bureau official

said the new OWGs are given spe-

cific assignments and are prima-

rily tasked with transporting small

consignments containing one or

two pistols. They are not assigned

to carry larger firearms such as

AK-47s, the official said.

The official further explained that

once an OWG is handed a

weapon, he or she is given the lo-

cation where it has to be delivered.

Another OWG would be waiting

at the designated spot to receive

the weapon and then pass it on to

an agent. The agent

would then be respon-

sible for delivering it to

the person tasked with

carrying out the attack.

Another official said

that in some cases, a

consignment changes

hands three times,

while in others, it

could pass through

four or even five differ-

ent hands apparently to

evade security checks.

“This constant chang-

ing of hands has posed

a big challenge for the

security agencies.

Keeping track of four

to five hands becomes

difficult. This strategy

also helps the OWGs

evade detection as they

hardly leave any trail.

New Delhi, Aug 18 : Highlighting

the miserable situation in the region,

Palestinian Ambassador to India,

Abdullah Abu Shawesh, said on

Tuesday that the health system in

Gaza and the West Bank is on the

brink of collapse.

Speaking with the IANS, Shawesh

mentioned that amid shortage of

medicines, surgeries are being post-

poned and the entire health system

has collapsed in Palestine. He stated

that the West Bank has been facing

tens of terror attacks on a daily ba-

sis and there is no ceasefire in Gaza.

"The health situation is in a miser-

able situation. The whole entire

health system in Palestine is on the

brink of collapse. Thousands of sur-

geries have been postponed and we

are short of hundreds of different

types of tablets and medicine. I al-

ready mentioned less than two

months ago that approximately

11,000 surgeries have already been

postponed.

Public health situation

in Gaza, West Bank on brink of

collapse : Palestinian envoy

New Delhi, Aug 18 : The Ministry of External

Affairs (MEA) on Tuesday said it is committed

to advancing a mutually beneficial partnership

with Liberia as the West African nation inaugu-

rated its new Embassy in New Delhi.

“Secretary (Economic Relations) Sudhakar

Dalela participated in the inauguration of the new

Embassy of the Republic of Liberia in New Delhi.

The establishment of the Resident Mission is a

significant milestone and further strengthens the

close ties of friendship and cooperation between

India and Liberia. Committed to working together

to advance a mutually beneficial India-Liberia

partnership,” the MEA stated on X.

External Affairs Minister (EAM) S. Jaishankar

on Thursday met Liberia’s Foreign Minister Sara

Beysolow Nyanti and discussed issues including

safety and security of commercial shipping, min-

ing, health, agriculture, water and training.

He said on X that he was “delighted to meet For-

eign Minister Sara Beysolow Nyanti of Liberia”

and congratulated her on the inauguration of the

new Embassy. He added that they had a produc-

tive conversation on multiple areas of coopera-

tion. “Our meeting also focused on much-needed

UNSC reforms. Confident that our South-South

cooperation will continue to strengthen,”

Jaishankar noted.

MEA reaffirms India-Liberia

partnership as new embassy opens in Delhi
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London, Aug 18 : India and the United King-

dom held the 15th Executive Steering Group

(ESG) meeting in London, discussing ways

to enhance defence cooperation and deepen

the long-standing partnership between the In-

dian Army and the British Army. In a state-

ment shared on X on Tuesday, the Indian

Army said, "The 15th India-United Kingdom

Executive Steering Group (ESG) was held in

the United Kingdom.

India, UK hold 15th ESG

talks to deepen defence cooperation

Indian NCC delegation visits Presidential
Palace in Vietnam, pays respects to Ho Chi Minh
Hanoi, Aug 18 : A 15-member

National Cadet Corps (NCC)

delegation, currently on a tour

of Vietnam as part of the An-

nual Youth Exchange

Programme, visited the Presi-

dential Palace and the Mauso-

leum of President Ho Chi Minh

in Hanoi on Tuesday.

“Indian Cadet Corps delega-

tion visits and exchanges in

Vietnam: The Indian Cadet

Corps delegation, during their

visit to Hanoi, Vietnam, paid

respects at the Mausoleum of

President Ho Chi Minh, laid a

wreath, and expressed their

reverence for Vietnam's beloved

leader. Afterwards, the delegation

visited the Presidential Palace,

learning more about Vietnam's

rich history and heritage,” the In-

dian Embassy in Vietnam wrote

on X.

According to the Embassy, the

delegation also visited the Hanoi

Children's Palace, where they had

an exchange session with the Di-

rector regarding the Palace's ac-

tivities, functions, and role in nur-

turing and educating the younger

generation.

“At the end of the day, the delega-

tion stopped by the Vietnam Mili-

tary History Museum, where the

cadets learned about Vietnam's

remarkable military journey and

history. A day of gratitude, learn-

ing, cultural exchange, and expe-

riences — contributing to

strengthening the friendship be-

tween Indian and Vietnamese

youth,” the Embassy noted. On Wednesday, the

delegation visited the Indian Embassy in Hanoi

and interacted with Ambassador Tshering W

Sherpa. “India-Vietnam defence cooperation.

A delegation from the National Cadet Corps

consisting of 15 members from India is visit-

ing Vietnam as part of the Annual Youth Ex-

change Programme.
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Pant becomes first Indian

player to hit 100 sixes in Test cricket
Galle, Aug 18 : Rishabh Pant has etched

his name into the history books as he has

become the first-ever Indian cricketer to

have hit 100 sixes in Test cricket. The star

wicketkeeper-batter achieved the milestone

during Day 4 of the first Test match be-

tween India and Sri Lanka at the Galle In-

ternational Stadium on Tuesday. Coming

into the match, Pant had 97 sixes to his

name and needed three to reach the elu-

sive milestone. He had smashed one in the

first innings when he hit 39 from 62 balls,

an innings which had four fours as well.

The Southpaw hit a couple of maximums

in the second innings to reach the milestone.

He smashed Lahiru Kumara for a maxi-

mum straight and out of the ground in the

first session.

Pant had to wait for quite some time in the

second session as he was tested by bounc-

ers from Asitha Fernando and some good

bowling from Keshara Nuwantha. He

played smart to find regular boundaries

before tonking a six off Lahiru Kumara

over deep fine leg to get to his 100th six.

The shot also brought up his fifty off 53

balls. While Pant is the first Indian crick-

eter to hit 100 sixes in the longest interna-

tional format, he is also just the fourth one

to bring up a century of maximums.

From village fields to national

team: Khelo India strengthens

Jharkhand’s hockey ecosystem
Ranchi, Aug 18 : As the senior Indian

women’s team scripts its fortunes at the

ongoing FIH World Cup Hockey Cham-

pionships in the Netherlands and Bel-

gium, three districts in Jharkhand –

Simdega, Khunti and Gumla – are qui-

etly pursuing a tradition that they have

been practising over decades.

Few states have shaped Indian hockey

quite like Jharkhand. The current Indian

captain, Salima Tete, is a glaring example

and she is just one among many.

From Olympic legends to members of

today's Indian teams, the state's contri-

bution has been remarkable. Yet, behind

every international player lies an ecosys-

tem built over decades—one that com-

bines community passion, government

support and, increasingly.

Zverev ousts Atmane; Jodar beats Tabilo to enter Round of 16 in Cincinnati
Cincinnati, Aug 18 : Alexander Zverev has ad-

vanced to the fourth round of the Cincinnati Open

after a late twist to overcome Terence Atmane 7-6

(4), 7-6 (8).  The German held two match points at

6/4 in the second-set tie-break. Atmane erased the

first with an ace out wide, and Zverev committed

a double fault on the second one to level the tie-

break at 6/6.  The 29-year-old, however, steadied

himself, reeling off the next two points to seal a

straight-sets victory in two hours and nine min-

utes, ATP reports. Meanwhile, the 19-year-old

Rafael Jodar defeated Alejandro Tabilo 6-2, 6-1

and the fourth round at the ATP Masters 1000

event, continuing his spectacular

2026 season.  With his 75-minute

victory, Jodar joined Carlos

Alcaraz and Ben Shelton as the

only teenagers to reach the Round

of 16 in Cincinnati this decade.

The Spaniard will next meet

World No. 10 Flavio Cobolli, who

earlier found a late surge to over-

come Alexander Blockx 7-5, 4-6,

7-5. The 24-year-old Italian won

four consecutive games from 3-5

down in the final set to reach the

fourth round at a Masters 1000

event for the fourth time in his

career. In other action, Arthur Fils

survived a major test from Jiri

Lehecka to upset the ninth seed 6-

1, 6-7(7), 6-3. Fils held a match

point at 7/6 in the second-set tie-

break before Lehecka fended it off

to force a third set.

The Frenchman eventually over-

came the wobble to seal the win

in two hours and one minute.

Fils will next face fifth seed Alex

de Minaur, who also survived

some drama of his own earlier

in the day to defeat Arthur Fery

7-5, 7-6(3). In a match that was

thrice disrupted by rain delays,

the Australian held a comfort-

able 5-1 lead in the second set

before Fery reeled off six con-

secutive games to go ahead 6-5.

But De Minaur held his nerve

and stormed through a water-

tight tie-break to seal a straight-

sets triumph, ATP reports.

FIH Hockey WC: India-Pakistan

rivalry takes centre stage SF spot beckons
Amstelveen, Aug 18 : Few contests in world hockey carry the

weight, history and emotion of an India-Pakistan encounter; and

when the two arch-rivals meet at the FIH Hockey World Cup

2026 on Wednesday, the stakes could hardly be higher.

The pressure-cooker game at the Wagener Hockey Stadium will

decide who stays in the race to the semi-finals as India and Paki-

stan renew one of hockey’s most storied rivalries in a Pool D

clash, knowing that there is little room for error.

The equation is clear for both sides. India currently occupy sec-

ond place in Pool D with three points, having opened their cam-

paign with a 3-1 victory over Wales before suffering a 2-4 defeat

to England. Pakistan, meanwhile, have one point from

their two matches after drawing against Wales and go-

ing down 1-4 to England.

Warner convicted and fined AUD 1500 for drink-driving case
Sydney, Aug 18 : Former Austra-

lia opener David Warner has been

convicted in the drink-driving case

in a Sydney court and will need

an interlock device to drive a ve-

hicle. The 39-year-old was also

fined AUD 1500 for mid-range

drink-driving after he tried to

switch seats with a passenger

when approaching a random

breath-testing site on Easter Sun-

day. The former Test opener was

charged with mid-range drink

driving after blowing more than

twice the legal limit in a random

breath test after he stopped short

of a roadside test in Sydney's east

on April 5. Last month, Warner

pleaded guilty to a drink-driving

charge in a Sydney court. The in-

cident unfolded when on April 5,

also Easter Sunday, Warner, be-

hind the wheel of a van, drew at-

tention after stopping short of a

random breath-testing site.

The court had scheduled August

18 for handing down the final sen-

tence in the matter, where

Warner faced penalties under

local traffic laws for the mid-

range drink-driving infraction

Warner's lawyer Awais Ahmad

argued he should be spared con-

viction for the offence because

he had suffered extra punish-

ment as a result of media.

‘We couldn't pick the game’: Ashith Surya rues

missed chances after losing Badminton World C’ships opener
New Delhi, Aug 18 : Ashith

Surya was left to rue a string

of missed opportunities af-

te r  he  and  Amrutha

Pramuthesh  squandered

multiple match points in a

dramatic opening-round de-

fea t  to  Turkey’s  Emre

Sonmez and  Yasemen

Bektas at the BWF World

Championships at the Indira

Gandhi Stadium on Tuesday.  The In-

dian mixed doubles pair, making their

World Championships debut, took the

opening game 21-16 but could not

close out the contest, eventually go-

ing down 29-30, 22-24 in the next two

sets. For Surya, the manner of the de-

feat made the result particularly diffi-

cult to accept. The Indians had chances

to finish the contest but were unable

to convert them when it mattered most.

‘Strictly said, 'focus and play': Unnati

reveals coach’s words after win in BWF World C’ships opener
New Delhi, Aug 18 : Indian shuttler Unnati Hooda ad-

mitted she briefly took her foot off the pedal after build-

ing a commanding lead in the second game against Thet

Htar Thuzar, prompting her coach to intervene and

remind her to focus on finishing the match.  Hooda

went on to beat the Myanmar shuttler 22-20, 21-16 in

the opening round of the BWF World Championships

at the Indira Gandhi Indoor

Stadium on Tuesday, recover-

ing from a tight opening game

to make a strong start to her

campaign. With the young-

ster comfortably ahead in the

second game.


