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1st Test: Suthar’s ten-for1st Test: Suthar’s ten-for1st Test: Suthar’s ten-for1st Test: Suthar’s ten-for1st Test: Suthar’s ten-for
helps India seal 165-runhelps India seal 165-runhelps India seal 165-runhelps India seal 165-runhelps India seal 165-run
victory over Sri Lanka in Gallevictory over Sri Lanka in Gallevictory over Sri Lanka in Gallevictory over Sri Lanka in Gallevictory over Sri Lanka in Galle
Powered by a scintillating spell

of 6-55 from young left-arm spin-

ner Manav Suthar, India sealed a

commanding 165-run...

4 criminal cases, several tax
disputes pending against Shiprocket
and its subsidiaries, shows DRHP
IPO-bound Shiprocket has dis-

closed multiple pending criminal

and tax-related proceedings in-

volving the company..

Massive irregularities in Group-1 exams
during YCP regime: CM Chandrababu
Amaravati, Aug 19 :  Chief Minister Chandrababu

Naidu alleged that massive irregularities took place

in the conduct of APPSC Group-1 examinations dur-

ing the tenure of the previous YCP government.

Speaking in the Andhra Pradesh Legislative Assem-

bly, Chandrababu noted that the APPSC was consti-

tuted under Article 315 of the Constitution. He stated

that officers entering state services are selected

through Group-1 examinations.

Minister Lokesh Strong Counters for
Criticism of  Data Centers in Visakhapatnam
Amaravati, Aug 19 : Andhra Pradesh Education and

IT Minister Nara Lokesh gave a strong counter to the

criticisms made by YSRCP leaders on Visakhapatnam

data centers. Minister Lokesh gave this answer in the

Assembly to the questions asked by Jana Sena MLA

Nagamadhavi on data centers. He said that there is

misinformation being spread about the water consump-

tion of data centers. He emphasized that data centers

are very crucial for the AI-based digital economy. He

commented that other IT companies have increased

their interest in Visakhapatnam with Google’s invest-

ment. He revealed that if the data center ecosystem

reaches 6.5 GW, about 3 TMC of water will be re-

quired per year. That water will not be diverted to data

centers: Minister Lokesh said that the water consump-

tion of data centers will be further reduced with new

cooling technologies. He explained that the water for

data centers comes from industrial allocations in

Polavaram water.

Direct elections for Mayor and
Municipal Chairperson offer
numerous benefits: Narayana
Amaravati, Aug  19: Munici-

pal Administration Minister

Narayana said that there will

be many benefits with the se-

lection of the Mayor and Mu-

nicipal Chairman through

direct elections.

He said that those who are

directly selected in the elec-

tions will have strong public

support. Speaking in the As-

sembly on Wednesday, he

made it clear that the influ-

ence of councilors and corpo-

rators will not be on the

Mayor and Municipal Chair-

man. He explained that both

of them will have the oppor-

tunity to take quick decisions.

YSRCP accuses TDP-led Andhra govt ofYSRCP accuses TDP-led Andhra govt ofYSRCP accuses TDP-led Andhra govt ofYSRCP accuses TDP-led Andhra govt ofYSRCP accuses TDP-led Andhra govt of
suppressing opposition after ex-MP arrestedsuppressing opposition after ex-MP arrestedsuppressing opposition after ex-MP arrestedsuppressing opposition after ex-MP arrestedsuppressing opposition after ex-MP arrested
Amaravati, Aug 19 : A YSR Congress

Party leader accused the TDP-led rul-

ing coalition in Andhra Pradesh of sup-

pressing the opposition after former

MP Margani Bharat was arrested by

police in Rajahmundry.

TN Government issues key orders
to students not to participate in protests
Chennai, Aug 19 : TN Government has

taken strict action to prevent students and

youth from participating in political pro-

tests and agitations in Tamil Nadu. To this

end, clear orders have been issued to the

school education department, higher edu-

cation department, police department and

district administrations to take appropri-

ate preventive measures in coordination.

These official orders have been issued

keeping in mind the programs being

planned by the Left parties and the Tamil

Nadu Cockroach Janata Party (CJP). The

Vijay government

plans to prevent stu-

dents from participat-

ing in any political pro-

test programs.

Banks must become key partners
in Telangana’s $3 trillion economy goal : Bhatti
Hyderabad, Aug 19  : Deputy

Chief Minister Bhatti

Vikramarka said the banking

and financial sectors must be-

come key partners in the State’s

goal of transforming Telangana

into a $1 trillion economy by

2034 and a $3 trillion economy by

2047.

He made it clear that this objec-

tive cannot be achieved through

government expenditure alone and

requires large-scale private invest-

ment, strong financial institutions,

deeper financial markets and in-

novative financing mechanisms.

The Deputy Chief Minister par-

ticipated in and addressed the 50th

State Level Bankers’ Committee

(SLBC) meeting held at Mahatma

Jyotirao Phule Praja Bhavan on

Wednesday. Speaking on the oc-

casion, he said that Telangana Ris-

ing 2047 is not merely a vision

document, but a development

compact with the people of

Telangana. To transform

Telangana into a $3 trillion

economy by 2047, the banking

sector must also undergo a trans-

formation, he said.

Bhatti Vikramarka stressed the

need to formulate a future-ori-

ented banking strategy in line with

the objectives of Telangana Ris-

ing 2047. The Deputy Chief Min-

ister said that banks should not

merely review how far they have

achieved their assigned targets,

but should periodically assess

what development has resulted

from the loans extended, how

many industries have been estab-

lished and how many jobs have

been created. He said that the real

measure of banking performance

should be the extent to which ag-

ricultural productivity has in-

creased, rural incomes have im-

proved and private investment

has been mobilised.

Bhatti Vikramarka said that the

rural and agricultural sectors

are the foundation of

Telangana’s economy. Farmers

should receive loans precisely

when they need them, he said.

Eligible farmers should not be

forced to go around banks seek-

ing credit. “Farmers should not

have to search for banks for

loans; the banking system itself

should reach the farmers,” the

Deputy Chief Minister said.

Revanth attends
CWC meeting chaired by Kharge
Hyderabad, Aug 19  : Chief

Minister A. Revanth Reddy

attended the Congress Work-

ing Committee (CWC) meet-

ing in New Delhi on Wednes-

day, chaired by AICC presi-

dent Mallikarjun Kharge,

along with the party’s top

leaders Sonia Gandhi, Rahul

Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi.

CWC members K.C.

Venugopal, P. Chidambaram,

Veerappa Moily, Ambika

Soni, Jairam Ramesh, Sachin Pi-

lot, Damodar Rajanarsimha,

Digvijaya Singh, N. Raghuveera

Reddy and Pallam Raju, along

with the Chief Ministers of

Congress-ruled States.

Grievance redressal
top priority of people’s govt: Adluri
Hyderabad, Aug 19 : Redressal of public grievances

and ensuring prompt relief to people remain the fore-

most priorities of the people’s government, Minister for

Scheduled Castes Development, Tribal Welfare, Persons

with Disabilities (PwD), Senior Citizens and Transgender

Welfare Adluri Lakshman Kumar said. Addressing the

‘Prajalatho Mukhamukhi’ (Face-to-Face with People)

programme at Gandhi Bhavan on Wednesday, the Minis-

ter said the government was committed to taking gover-

nance closer to the people instead of making them run

from pillar to post in government offices to get their griev-

ances addressed. The programme witnessed an over-

whelming response, with people from

different parts of the State turning up in

large numbers and personally bringing

their problems to the Minister’s notice.

The Minister received the representa-

tions and examined each grievance. He

directed the concerned departments, of-

ficials and district administrations to ex-

amine the issues in accordance with the

rules and take appropriate action.

Harish demands immediateHarish demands immediateHarish demands immediateHarish demands immediateHarish demands immediate
resolution of licensed surveyors’ grievancesresolution of licensed surveyors’ grievancesresolution of licensed surveyors’ grievancesresolution of licensed surveyors’ grievancesresolution of licensed surveyors’ grievances
A delegation of licensed survey-

ors on Wednesday met former

minister and BRS deputy floor

leader T. Harish Rao at Telangana

Bhavan and apprised him of their

grievances....
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Land re-survey must be completed meticulously
Residents of the respective villages must be informed.

Tahsildars must conduct field-level inspections.

District Collector reviews land re-survey with Revenue and Survey & Land

Records officials.

Rajanna Sircilla, Aug 19

:District Collector Garima

Agrawal has directed that the

land re-survey in the district be

completed meticulously. On

Wednesday, the District Col-

lector, along with Additional

Collector Gaddam Nagesh and

Survey & Land Records offi-

cials, held a review meeting at

the Integrated District Offices

Complex regarding the land re-

survey process and related mat-

ters. She provided comprehensive

guidance to the Tahsildars on the

re-survey process and various as-

sociated aspects.

Officials informed the District

Collector that, as part of the dis-

trict-wide land re-survey, the pro-

cess has already been completed

in the following villages:

Srinivasapuram (Gambhiraopet

Mandal), Lachapeta (Konaraopet

Mandal), Chandragiri

(Vemulawada Mandal), and

Ananthapalli (Chandurthi

Mandal). They stated that the sur-

vey has now commenced in ten

additional villages.

District Collector Garima

Agrawal directed that records per-

taining to the villages already sur-

veyed be handed over to the re-

spective Mandal Tahsildars.

She advised proceeding according

to a plan to accelerate the re-sur-

vey process in the remaining vil-

lages. She further instructed that

land details be collected accu-

rately at the field level, daily tar-

gets be set, and the re-survey be

conducted with complete transpar-

ency. Instructions were issued to

convey information regarding spe-

cific survey numbers to the re-

spective villages beforehand

through GPOs, AEOs, and

Panchayat Secretaries prior to

conducting the village surveys.

It was directed that Tahsildars

should oversee the re-survey of

village boundaries and other

related tasks at the field level.

Harish demands immediate
resolution of licensed surveyors’ grievances
Hyderabad, Aug 19 : A delega-

tion of licensed surveyors on

Wednesday met former minister

and BRS deputy floor leader T.

Harish Rao at Telangana Bhavan

and apprised him of their griev-

ances.

Harish Rao expressed solidarity

wi th  the i r  concerns  and  de-

manded that the Telangana gov-

ernment  immediately engage

with the nearly 6,000 licensed

surveyors across the State and re-

solve their long-pending issues.

He strongly condemned the al-

leged remarks made by IAS of-

f icer  Lokesh  Kumar  aga ins t

young professionals who hold

qualifications such as B.Tech,

M.Tech and Civil Engineering

degrees.

He said it was highly irrespon-

sible for a senior government of-

ficial to speak in such a man-

ner about educated youth who

were seeking a solution to

their genuine problems.

He also condemned the alleged

behaviour of Revenue Minis-

ter Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy

towards the surveyors during

their protest.

“When surveyors went to put

forward their grievances, at-

tempting to assault them with

whatever was at hand is a re-

flection of the arrogance and

high-handedness of this Gov-

ernment,” he said.

The BRS leader warned the

Chief Minister and the Rev-

enue Minister against underes-

timating the strength of the

youth. He said that the 6,000

licensed surveyors represent

not only themselves but also

6,000 families dependent on

them. “The government should

understand what could happen

if 6,000 licensed surveyors

and their families are pushed

to the wall. Before the situa-

tion reaches that stage, the

Chief Minister and the Rev-

enue Minister should imme-

diately call the surveyors

for discussions and resolve

their grievances,” he said.

Govt to restore YSR State
Heritage Museum to former glory: Jupally
Hyderabad, Aug 19 : The

Telangana government will take up

comprehensive measures to restore

the Dr. YSR State Heritage Museum

and bring it back to its former glory,

Minister for Tourism, Culture and

Archaeology Jupally Krishna Rao

said.

Jupally Krishna Rao visited the mu-

seum at Public Gardens, Nampally,

on Wednesday and inspected its vari-

ous galleries and the rare archaeo-

logical and historical artefacts

housed there. He reviewed the

Bronze, Buddhist, sculpture, can-

nons and painting galleries and

sought details from officials about

the exhibits and their condition.

The Minister also inspected

the museum’s 2,500-year-

old Egyptian mummy, one of

its significant attractions,

and directed officials to take

all necessary measures for its

safe and scientific conserva-

tion.

Officials informed the Min-

ister that, based on a report

submitted by German ex-

perts, proposals had been

prepared for the conserva-

tion of the Egyptian mummy

at an estimated cost of ?82

lakh. Jupally Krishna Rao

said the museum’s rich col-

lection of archaeological.

Whatsapp boss impersonation scam: Cyber Police recover Rs.1 cr in 10 days
Hyderabad, Aug 19 : Cyberabad

Cyber Crime Police have arrested a

37-year-old man in connection with

a Rs.1 crore "boss impersonation"

cyber-fraud case, with the entire de-

frauded amount recovered and re-

stored to the victim within 10 days.

According to police, the ac-

countant of a saree retail

outlet received a financial

request on August 4 thro

ugh a forged WhatsApp

profile that he believed

belonged to the proprietor.



Hyderabad, Aug.19 (NSS):

Gachibowli Police and Special

Operation Team (SOT)

Cyberabad have arrested three al-

leged drug peddlers and seized

95.41 grams of MDMA and 50

grams of OG Kush, collectively

valued at Rs.16.40 lakh. Sixteen

consumers were also apprehended

during the operation.

The arrests were made in connec-

tion with a case registered at

Gachibowli Police Station under

the NDPS Act.

Police first arrested Koripella

Yashwanth Sai Shanmukh (26)

near Kindom Pub Road,

Vattinagulapally, on August 11,

along with 16 consumers. During

questioning, he allegedly dis-

closed that he had procured

MDMA from Md Razal Abdul

Gafoor (26) of Thrissur, Kerala,

and Navina KD (22) of Bengaluru.

Based on the information, police

teams conducted operations in

Kerala and Karnataka.

 Razal was arrested at Thrissur

on August 18. Police said he

admitted supplying 44.41 grams

of MDMA to Yashwanth and

Three Drug Peddlers held, MDMA &
OG kush worth Rs.16.4 L seized in Cyberabad

claimed to have procured it from

a Nigerian national identified as

Sam. Navina was arrested the

same day at Begur, Bengaluru.

A search of her residence report-

edly led to the seizure of 51

grams of MDMA and 50 grams

of OG Kush.

Police said she disclosed that the

drugs had been procured from a

friend, Aneshwar, from Kerala.

The seized property includes

MDMA worth Rs.11.40 lakh,

OG Kush worth Rs.5 lakh and

two mobile phones.

The above arrests were made un-

der the direct supervision of CH.

Srinivas, DCP, Serilingampally

Zone, Shobhan Kumar, DCP,

SOT Cyberabad, T.

Govardhan, Addl. DCP-I, SOT

Cyberabad, Uday Reddy, Addl.

Dy. Commissioner of Police,

Serilingampally Zone, G

Venkata Ramana Goud, ACP,

Narsingi Division, SOT

Cyberabad teams & SHO,

Gachibowli PS, DI Gachibowli

and Gachibowli police person-

nel. Cyberabad Police appealed

to citizens to report information

about drug and ganja suppliers

through Dial 100 or the

Cyberabad Police WhatsApp

number 8712663061. The po-

lice assured that the identity of

informants would be kept con-

fidential.

Hyderabad, Aug 19  : Minister

for Roads & Buildings and Cin-

ematography Komatireddy

Venkat Reddy said the Telangana

government was investing

heavily in road infrastructure,

which would boost industrial and

business activity and create more

employment opportunities for

local youth.

Komatireddy Venkat Reddy,

along with Minister in-charge of

erstwhile Karimnagar district

Tummala Nageswara Rao, IT

and Industries Minister Duddilla

Sridhar Babu, Government Whip

Chintakunta Vijaya Ramana

Rao, District Collector Koya Sri

Harsha and Ramagundam MLA

Makkanssingh Raj Thakur, laid

the foundation stone for Hybrid

Annuity Model (HAM).

Telangana govt giving
major push to road
infrastructure : Komatireddy

Hyderabad, Aug 19 : The

Telangana NRI Advisory Com-

mittee team on Wednesday vis-

ited the Indian Embassy in Ma-

nila, Philippines and held discus-

sions with senior officials of the

Commission on Filipinos Over-

seas (CFO) on effective migra-

tion policies and the welfare of

migrant workers.

The delegation discussed the

Philippines’ migration policy

and studied its practices through

a detailed PowerPoint presenta-

tion by Philippine officials. The

team expressed its intention to

examine the country’s best prac-

tices and work towards develop-

ing a more effective migration

Telangana team studies Philippines’
migration policy for welfare of Gulf workers

policy for the welfare of nearly

15 lakh Telangana workers em-

ployed in Gulf countries.

Government Whip Aadi Srinivas

and Nizamabad Rural MLA Dr.

R. Bhoopathi Reddy said the

Telangana government would

work towards adopting suitable

practices from the Philippines to

strengthen protection and wel-

fare measures for Gulf workers,

in line with the vision of Chief

Minister A. Revanth Reddy.

The delegation also held detailed

discussions with Indian Ambas-

sador to the Philippines Harsh

Kumar Jain and First Secretary

Nilesh Kumar Rai on issues con-

cerning migrant workers.
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Konda Susmita's attack on
CM Revanth Reddy triggers cong buzz
Warangal /Hyderabad,

Aug.19 : A fresh political con-

troversy has erupted within the

Telangana Congress following

sharp remarks by Konda

Susmitha Patel, daughter of

senior Congress leader and

Minister Konda Surekha and

former MLC Konda Murali,

against Chief Minister A.

Revanth Reddy. Addressing a

gathering in Warangal,

Susmitha questioned the Chief

Minister’s treatment of leaders

who supported the Congress and

alleged that her family had been

sidelined after the party came to

power. She claimed that a prom-

ise to provide an MLC seat to

Konda Murali had not been

honoured and accused the Chief

Minister of showing disregard to-

wards BC leaders. She also took

exception to the political promi-

nence being given to Parkal MLA

Revuri Prakash Reddy, alleging

that his electoral victory was largely due

to the Konda family’s support and po-

litical standing in the constituency. In a

strongly worded challenge, Susmitha

asked Revanth Reddy to resign and

seek a fresh mandate if he had the

confidence to face the electorate. She

further alleged that long-time Con-

gress workers were being sidelined

while leaders who had joined from

other parties were being given promi-

nence. Her remarks have triggered

speculation within Congress circles.

Hyderabad, Aug 19 : Minister for Employment, Training and

Factories and Mines & Geology Dr G. Vivek Venkataswamy

on Wednesday launched an ‘Open Box’ initiative to address

the problems and grievances of people in the Chennur Assem-

bly constituency. An ‘Open Box’ has been set up to enable

people to directly submit their complaints and requests.  The

Vivek introduces
‘Open Box’ initiative for Chennur public

Minister said he would per-

sonally unlock the box.
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Washington, Aug 19 : The United States sees

India as a "critical power" and wants a stronger

partnership with New Delhi, a senior Pentagon

official has said, rejecting suggestions that re-

storing the name Pacific Command signals di-

minished US attention to India or the Indian

Ocean. Under Secretary of War for Policy,

Elbridge A. Colby, said the change from

INDOPACOM to PACOM reflected

Washington's military focus on the Western Pa-

cific and the first island chain.

The US did not downgrade India's strategic im-

portance, he added. "This is not in any way a

sort of denigration of the importance of the In-

dian Ocean area or of India itself," Colby told an

on-the-record virtual briefing organised by the

State Department's Asia Pacific Media Hub.

He cited his March visit to India and visits by

other senior US administration officials as evi-

dence of continuing engagement.

"We really see India as a critical power, and the

Indian Ocean, of course, is very important," he

said. "There are multiple important relationships

we have there." He said that the United States

viewed India as a vital relationship with the po-

tential for a natural partnership, even though the

two countries would not always agree.

"If anything, we really see India as a vital rela-

tionship where there's a natural partnership,"

Colby said. "Let's look where our interests align.

We're going to have areas where we don't always

agree. But we're looking for a stronger India."

L
eaders across the political spectrum on Fri

day strongly reacted to Islamabad's "threat"

regarding the Indus Water Treaty (IWT),

warning that Pakistan "will be removed from the

world map if it attempts any misadventure".  The re-

actions came after Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz

Sharif issued a "direct response" threat, saying that

the country "won't compromise on water issue as it is

the nation's red line".

India has maintained that the Indus Water Treaty will

remain in abeyance until Pakistan completely stops

cross-border terrorism.

Speaking to IANS on the matter, Union Minister

Giriraj Singh said: "India works strictly in its own

national interest. Whatever power there may be in

the world...what stature does Pakistan even have? We

work in our own interest and we defend our interests

resolutely."

Criticising Pakistan, BJP National Spokesperson R.P.

Singh said: "Shehbaz Sharif may have forgotten the

state that Pakistan was reduced to during Operation

Sindoor last year, the way their (terror) infrastruc-

tures and airports were destroyed. If they attempt any

misadventure, Pakistan will get removed from the

world map forever."

Echoing similar view, Congress MP Tariq Anwar said:

"There is a reason why India has kept the IWT in

abeyance. The way terrorist activities are being con-

ducted on part of Pakistan and given the recent at-

tacks in Kashmir which claimed the lives of inno-

cents, it is very difficult for India to maintain rela-

tions with Pakistan."

Aam Aadmi Party MP Sanjay Singh said: "Recently

in 'Operation Sindoor', you must have seen how our

Indian Armed Forces showed them every kind of line

— red, yellow, blue." "Therefore, India should not

seriously consider anything that Pakistan says. India

possesses the capability to give a befitting reply to

everything they do with a thousand times greater

force. On this matter, the entire nation stands firmly

with the Government of India and with the Indian

Armed Forces," he told IANS. Recently, India's Am-

bassador to the US, Vinay Kwatra, has said that the

IWT was signed in a spirit of goodwill and friend-

ship in 1960, but Pakistan spent 50 years disman-

tling this, and its abeyance "merely acknowledges

what Pakistan's conduct had already destroyed".

Mangaluru, Aug 19 : The

Directorate of Enforcement,

Mangaluru Sub-Zonal Office,

has arrested Shivanand

Siddappa Neelannavar in

connection with a multi-state

and multi-crore Ponzi-style

scheme operated by Shivam

Associate, an ED statement

said on Wednesday.

Neelannavar was arrested on

August 13 under Section 19

of the Prevention of Money

Laundering Act (PMLA),

2002. He was produced be-

fore the Special Court

(PMLA), Mangaluru, which

remanded him to ED custody

for 12 days, until August 24.

According to the ED,

Neelannavar was the “whole

and sole” person managing

the fund flow of Shivam As-

'Will be removed from world
map for any misadventure': India hits
back at Pak's IWT 'threat'

ED arrests Shivam Associates' Shivanand Neelannavar in
Rs 2,110 crore Ponzi-style scheme case

sociates and was the majority part-

ner exercising primary control

over the firm. The ED's investiga-

tion was initiated based on an FIR

registered by the Malamaruthi

Police Station in Belagavi City

under the Banning of Unregulated

Deposit Schemes Act, 2019, and

the Karnataka Protection of Inter-

est of Depositors in Financial Es-

tablishments Act, 2004.

The FIR alleged that members of

the public were induced to invest

their money by promising them

abnormally high and assured re-

turns.

During its investigation under the

PMLA, the ED said it uncovered

an organised, multi-state Ponzi-

style operation allegedly run by

Shivam Associates. According to

the agency, the firm mobilised Rs

2,110.97 crore from public inves-

tors by allegedly promising

monthly returns of 3 per cent.

The scheme, according to the ED,

used a digital mapping system and

an extensive referral network

spread across Karnataka,

Maharashtra, Goa and

Chhattisgarh to attract investors.

Independent advisers were alleg-

edly paid referral commissions of

0.5 per cent to bring in new in-

vestors. The investigation further

revealed that the firm had suffered

severe and compounding losses in

the stock market since 2019. The

ED alleged that, in an attempt to

conceal the losses and maintain

market goodwill, funds collected

as fresh principal deposits from

subsequent investors were di-

verted towards meeting inter-

est obligations to earlier inves-

tors. The agency also alleged

that liquid funds were layered

and integrated through various

personal accounts, family

members and allied entities,

including Shivam Sevaa

(OPC) Pvt. Ltd. and Shivam

Productions.

According to the ED, the al-

legedly diverted funds were

used to purchase luxury ve-

hicles, construct high-value

bungalows, acquire properties

in the names of nominal part-

ners and fund movie produc-

tions. The agency has identi-

fied the allegedly misappropri-

ated funds as “proceeds of

crime” under the PMLA.

The ED said further investiga-

tion is underway to trace the

remaining liabilities and estab-

lish the complete flow of

funds.

US calls India
'critical power' after PACOM shift

Colby said the revised com-

mand name was linked to US

strategic priorities set out in its

national security and defence

strategies.

"The strategic focus of the

United States military is really

-- and consistent with the Na-

tional Security Strategy, the

National Defense Strategy --

is on the first island chain," he

added. "So the Pacific element

to that is really the focus, the

Western Pacific area, obvi-

ously stretching into Southeast

Asia here," he said.

The first island chain is com-

monly understood as the arc

running from Japan through

Taiwan and the Philippines to-

wards parts of Southeast Asia.

It is central to US defence

planning in the Western Pa-

cific. Colby also noted that

terms used to describe the

wider region do not always

carry identical geographical

meanings.

Paris, Aug 19 : France has identified and

isolated five people who may have been

exposed to Ebola after sharing a flight

with a doctor who tested positive for the

virus.

French Health Minister Stephanie Rist

said on Wednesday (local time) that the

doctor had worked in the Democratic Re-

public of the Congo before returning to

France.

According to the minister, the patient is

an "experienced doctor returning from a

mission" who did not know he had con-

tracted the virus. "He had no symptoms

when he boarded the plane, and he was

not contagious (...) As he is a doctor and

developed headaches on the plane, he

raised the alert" so that he could be taken

care of upon arrival in Paris.

The man was placed in isolation at the

hospital as soon as his flight landed. He

will remain there "for 21 days, the dura-

tion of the incubation period," she added.

France confirms, isolates
five possible contacts of Ebola patient

Microfinance case back in spotlight, SNDP

Yogam chief Natesan likely to feel the heat

Washington, Aug 19 : Two

Korean American lawmakers

have highlighted their commit-

ment to strengthening eco-

nomic and other partnerships

with South Korea, as Seoul and

Washington seek to deepen co-

operation on shipbuilding,

trade and security, to name a

few.

Sen. Andy Kim (D-NJ) and

Rep. Young Kim (R-CA) par-

ticipated in an event hosted by

the Korean American

Grassroots Conference, a net-

work of Korean American vot-

ers, in Washington on Wednes-

day (Local time) to honour

prominent members of the Ko-

rean American community.

Korean American lawmakers
stress commitment to
deepening partnerships with Seoul
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Kochi, Aug 19 : The long-running microfinance case in-

volving SNDP Yogam General Secretary Vellappally

Natesan is back in the spotlight, with the Kerala High

Court questioning the delay in filing charge sheets and

the investigating officer admitting that prosecution has

so far not filed any in any of the cases.  The development

assumes added political significance as the case originated

from a complaint by former Chief Minister V.S.

Achuthanandan, who died last year, and remained under

investigation through the decade-long tenure of the pre-

vious LDF government. Appearing personally before the

High Court, investigating officer S.P. Sashidharan said

the involvement of the accused had been established in

eight cases. Investigations in the Pulpally and Ranni cases

had been completed, but charge sheets could not be filed

as the investigating agency was awaiting government sanc-

tion to prosecute the accused. The High Court has now

directed the Additional Chief Secretary of the Backward

Classes Development Department to consider the pend-

ing prosecution-sanction applications in September itself.

The investigating officer told the court that charge sheets

would be filed once the sanction was obtained.

The case dates back to 2016, when Achuthanandan com-

plained of alleged financial irregularities in a microfinance

scheme associated with the SNDP Yogam, the powerful

social organisation of the Hindu Ezhava community.

He had alleged that about Rs 15 crore was misappropri-

ated through financial irregularities and conspiracy involv-

ing loans obtained from the Kerala State Backward Classes

Development Corporation in the names of women. The

case had remained politically sensitive during the years

of the previous government, particularly

against the backdrop of the widely discussed

political proximity between former Chief

Minister Pinarayi Vijayan and Natesan.

Their relationship had often figured in po-

litical debates, while differences between

Vijayan and Achuthanandan had been a

long-standing subject of discussion within

the CPI-M. The CPI-M's post-election re-

view of the LDF's 2026 electoral setback

had also referred to the political costs of

the perception surrounding Vijayan's prox-

imity to Natesan. With Congress's V.D.

Satheesan heading the new government, the

political equation has changed considerably.

Satheesan and Natesan have not shared the

political rapport associated with the previ-

ous dispensation. Against this backdrop, the

High Court's intervention and the

government's pending decision on prosecu-

tion sanction have given the decade-old case

a fresh lease of life.

India sends first tranche of
relief supplies to earthquake-hit Colombia
New Delhi, Aug 19 : India on

Wednesday sent the first tranche

of 20 metric tonnes of relief sup-

plies to Colombia to support

recovery efforts following the

devastating earthquake that

rocked the country earlier this

week. External Affairs Minister

(EAM) S Jaishankar expressed

India's solidarity with the

people of Colombia during

these difficult times. "Dis-

patched the first tranche of the

20 MT relief supplies to Colom-

bia to support ongoing post-

earthquake recovery efforts.

The assistance includes medi-

cines and medical equipment,

temporary shelter and hygiene

support, and other essential

items needed in the aftermath of

the disaster. India stands in soli-

darity with the people of Co-

lombia during these difficult

times," EAM Jaishankar posted

on X. The assistance under-

scores India's role as a first re-

sponder during global natural

disasters. India sent the assis-

tance after an earthquake of

magnitude 7.3 struck Co-

lombia on Monday, claim-

ing the lives of 281 people,

injuring 3,971 people, while

391 remain missing. The

earthquake had struck West-

ern Colombia at 7:34 am

(local time), according to

the Colombian Geological

Service. The epicentre of

the earthquake was near San

Jose del Palmar and oc-

curred at a depth of 96

kilometres. As many as

44,936 families and 102,105

people in 15 departments

and 426 municipalities have

been impacted by the earth-

quake in Colombia, the Na-

tional Unit for Disaster Risk

Management said.



Riga, Aug 19 : Fighter jets from

the North Atlantic Treaty

Organisation (NATO) Baltic Air

Policing mission shot down a

"foreign drone" that entered

Latvian airspace on Wednesday,

a report said. The Latvian armed

forces said the drone entered

Latvia's airspace due to "Russian

electromagnetic warfare" and

that it was detected over the Bal-

tic nation's Balvi, Euro News re-

ported.

They said that additional air de-

fence units have been deployed

at the country's eastern borders

and will continue to keep watch

on its airspace.

"As long as Russia's aggression

in Ukraine continues, a recur-

rence of cases where foreign

drones enter or approach Latvian

New Delhi, Aug 19 : Al-Qaeda in

the Indian Subcontinent (AQIS),

a regional affiliate of Al-Qaeda,

transitioned from a fragmented

entity into a structured regional

network, leveraging online propa-

ganda and proxy outfits to expand

its reach across India and neigh-

boring countries, according to a

recent United Nations Security

Council (UNSC) report.  The

AQIS was formed in 2014 with

the primary objective of establish-

ing a strong base, with its major

focus on India. However, the out-

fit failed to expand its operations

as initially intended and has not

carried out a major strike since its

inception. The latest report by the

UNSC, however, states that AQIS

has evolved from a fragmented

and weakened outfit into a more

structured regional terrorist net-

work. Indian intelligence officials

say the strategy of lying low has

worked in AQIS's favour.

“The terror outfit remained off the

radar for several years, while the

NATO fighter jets shoot
down drone that entered Latvian airspace

airspace is possible," the armed

forces said. Airspace threats were

identified in Preili, Rezekne,

Balvi, Augsdaugava, and Aluksne

areas, but these have since ended,

Euro News reported. The latest

drone interception in Latvia

comes after several such incidents

have been reported in NATO air-

space. Last month, Romanian Air

Force pilots shot down a third

drone that entered Romanian air-

space without authorisation.

According to the Ministry of Na-

tional Defence of Romania, the

drone was safely shot down 12 km

northeast of Sulina, within

Romania's territorial waters.

Romanian President Nicusor Dan

congratulated the pilots for their

work and called Russia's actions

"inadmissible and intolerable" for

violating Romania's airspace.

According to the investigation

conducted by the General

Prosecutor's Office, the drone shot

down was of the Shahed type,

used by Russia against Ukraine.

Investigations into the drones shot

down later are ongoing.

“Romania's diplomatic protest

against the Russian Federation

will be based on these investiga-

tions," Dan noted. "It is inadmis-

sible and intolerable for the Rus-

sian Federation to continue violat-

ing Romania's airspace, which is,

at the same time, North Atlantic

Treaty Organisation (NATO) air-

space and European Union air-

space. Such actions are unaccept-

able, and we treat them with the

utmost seriousness, alongside our

allies," he stressed.

Tripoli, Aug 19 :  Seven people

were rescued and 17 bodies re-

covered after a boat broke

down off Libya's eastern coast,

the Libyan Red Crescent said.

In a statement, the organisation

said the operation was carried

out by a patrol vessel from the

naval base in the city of Tobruk,

after those on board had been

stranded at sea for eight days

in harsh conditions. The rescue,

conducted in coordination with

naval units and the Coast Guard

in eastern Libya, lasted more

than eight hours, the statement

said. Libya remains a major tran-

sit hub for irregular migrants due

to its proximity to Europe and its

long Mediterranean coastline.

Crossings typically increase be-

tween March and September,

when calmer weather improves

the chances of reaching the

northern shore, Xinhua news

agency reported. The Red Cres-

cent said in a statement that the

volunteers in cooperation with

naval forces and coast guards of

the Libyan National Army res-

cued.

Seven rescued, 17 bodies
recovered after migrant boat
breaks down off Libya

AQIS quietly expands
terror network, eyes India's Northeast

focus of major agencies was on

groups such as the Islamic State

Khorasan Province (ISKP),

Lashkar-e-Taiba and Jaish-e-

Mohammed. The ISKP, which is

a rival of AQIS, has, however,

stepped up its operations.

Pakistan’s engagement with the

group to counter the Taliban and

Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan

(TTP) has also breathed new life

into the outfit,” the officials said.

AQIS, meanwhile, focused

heavily on its online activities.

While its ground-level opera-

tions failed to take off, its online

propaganda continued uninter-

rupted. The outfit created prox-

ies such as the Base Movement

in South India, Ansar Ghazwat-

ul-Hind (AGuH) and Ittehad-ul-

Mujahideen (IuM).

The activities of these groups

also remained low-key, with

their focus restricted to specific

targets and issues. For instance,

the Base Movement targeted

politicians.

United Nations, Aug 19 : Intensifying drone at-

tacks in the Port Sudan area -- the UN humani-

tarian aid hub for Sudan -- are increasing threats

to aid delivery, a UN spokesman said.

Drone strikes on Port Sudan areaDrone strikes on Port Sudan areaDrone strikes on Port Sudan areaDrone strikes on Port Sudan areaDrone strikes on Port Sudan area
threaten humanitarian hub operations: UNthreaten humanitarian hub operations: UNthreaten humanitarian hub operations: UNthreaten humanitarian hub operations: UNthreaten humanitarian hub operations: UN

"Our humanitarian colleagues said

they're deeply concerned by the

intensifying drone attacks on ci-

vilian infrastructure in Port Sudan.

Tokyo, Aug 19 : At least six

people have died after torren-

tial rains lashed eastern Japan

from Wednesday into early

Friday, triggering widespread

flooding, local media reported.

Japan’s weather agency issued

its highest Level 5 heavy rain

At least six dead as torrential
rains trigger widespread flooding in Japan

warning for more than one-third of the mu-

nicipalities in Chiba Prefecture, near Tokyo,

as authorities remained on alert amid wors-

ening weather conditions.  A man seen on a

submerged road in Ichikawa was confirmed

dead. A woman (66) died after she was

trapped in a car on a flooded road in Sakura,

the prefectural government said.

Washington, Aug 19 : US lawmakers, foreign

leaders, and experts have warned that China is ex-

panding its influence in Europe. They said Beijing

uses investment, pressure, and covert tactics, and

urged closer US-Europe coordination on technol-

ogy, supply chains, and security.

At a hearing on “China’s increasing infiltration in

Europe” on Wednesday (local time), Congressman

Jake Ellzey said Europe must focus on more than

Russia. He said the region also faces “the threat

of Russia’s war as well as the persistent threat

posed by China’s pursuit of hegemony.”

Ellzey said Beijing is using “a suite of overt and

covert tools” in Europe. He said China is building

“beachheads to manipulate the continent.”

Lithuania’s vice foreign minister, Vidmantas

Verbickas, described Beijing’s pressure campaign

against his country. He said Lithuania withdrew

from China’s “17 plus one format” in 2021. He

said Vilnius also permitted “the establishment of

a Taiwanese Representative office in Vilnius.”

He said China responded with what he called co-

ercion. “Lithuania as a country miraculously dis-

appeared from China’s customs systems.” He said

that export permits were delayed or denied, and

that pressure grew on multinational firms.

“The impact was immediate,” Verbickas said. “In

the first months, Lithuanian origin exports to

China fell by 99.7 per cent essentially to zero.”

He said it was not a trade fight. “This was not a

commercial dispute,” he said. “It was a politically

motivated pressure designed to change a sover-

eign policy decision.” Senator Ruben Gallego

warned about technology gaps. He said the West

was “slow to respond” on 5G. He said Europe now

has infrastructure that “still relies on Chinese ven-

dors.” He said the next risk is “six G.”

Audrye Wong, a nonresident fellow at the Ameri-

can Enterprise Institute, said China’s goals include

“to bolster friends and silence critics of the Chi-

nese Communist Party.” She

said Beijing also seeks “to

undermine transatlantic coop-

eration and European unity

through a divide and conquer

strategy.”

Wong said China uses “both

coercion and inducements.”

She cited “weaponising sup-

ply chains.” She said Beijing

also tries “to buy support

through corrupt investments

through bribery, through other

covert influence tactics.”

She said China targets many

arenas. She said it works

across “diplomatic and gov-

ernment realms, business

realms, public realms.” She

said it mixes “economic infor-

mation propaganda.”

Wong said the effort can cor-

rode democracies. She said

China can make “a dizzying

multitude of influence at-

tempts” and then “play a wait-

ing game.” She called it “not

just a national security threat.”

She said it “corrodes the le-

gitimate functioning of free

and open societies.”

Valbona Zeneli, a nonresident

senior fellow at the American

Enterprise Institute, said Eu-

rope has changed course on

China.

Washington, Aug 19 : The

Trump administration on

Wednesday reported a 15th

consecutive month without

releases of undocumented

migrants at the US border,

citing tighter enforcement

and historically low cross-

ings.

The Department of Home-

land Security and US Cus-

toms and Border Protection

said Border Patrol agents

apprehended 9,295 people

along the southwest border

in July. That was 6 per cent

fewer than in June. Nation-

wide, Border Patrol appre-

hensions fell 1 per cent from

the previous month to

11,298, the agencies said.

“Again this month, the re-

sults are clear: President

Trump’s border security

agenda is restoring order.

15 months of zero
border releases:
Trump administration

Washington, Aug 19 :US

farm trade strategy increas-

ingly centres on major mar-

kets such as India and China,

the Agriculture Department's

top trade official told law-

makers, highlighting new ex-

port opportunities even as

legislators clashed over tar-

iffs, food aid policy, and the

USDA spotlights
India, China in farm trade strategy

country's widening agricultural trade defi-

cit.  Appearing before the House Appro-

priations subcommittee overseeing ag-

riculture funding on Wednesday (local

time), Undersecretary for Trade and

Fore ign  Agr icu l tura l  Affa i r s  Luke

Lindberg said the administration is pur-

suing an "America first approach to

trade, aimed at restoring US agricultural

competitiveness abroad.
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China's coercion in
Europe alarms US panel



New Delhi, Aug 19 :  India is advancing a

roadmap to add 62 vessels in FY2026–27

backed by a investment of Rs 51,383 crore,

creating an additional 2.85 million gross ton-

nage (GT) capacity, according to the govern-

ment.

In a push towards self-reliance in the maritime

sector, a high-level inter-ministerial review

meeting on the Strait of Hormuz situation piv-

Rajasthan: BJP MP & MLA
training focuses on ideological
clarity & and development strategies
Jaipur, Aug 19 :The second day of the three-

day training camp of BJP MLAs and MPs in

Gujarat’s Kevadia, focused on ideological clar-

ity & and development strategies on Wednesday.

Arunachal Guv reviews
law and order situation, seeks probe into NERIST incident
Itanagar, Aug 19 : Arunachal

Pradesh Governor Lt Gen

K.T. Parnaik (Retd) on

Wednesday held detailed dis-

cussions with State Home

Minister Mama Natung on the

prevailing law and order situ-

ation in the state, with particu-

lar focus on the recent devel-

opments at the North Eastern

Regional Institute of Science

and Technology (NERIST).

A Raj Bhavan official said the

Home Minister called on the

Governor at Raj Bhavan,

where the two leaders re-

viewed the overall law and

order situation in Arunachal

Pradesh and discussed in detail the recent inci-

dent at NERIST, located at Nirjuli near Itanagar.

Expressing deep concern over the unfortunate

developments, the Governor said NERIST, one

of the premier technical and higher educational

institutions in the Northeastern region, had been

subjected to an incident that has raised serious

concerns about the institution's functioning and

environment. He emphasised that educational in-

stitutions must remain safe, secure and conducive

to learning, and underscored the responsibility of

all stakeholders to protect the sanctity, dignity and

reputation of educational establishments across

the state. While expressing his anguish over the

developments, Lt Gen Parnaik called for an im-

partial inquiry into the allegations of rowdyism,

threats, coercion and intimidation faced by the

Director of NERIST from certain groups.

Bhopal, Aug 19 : Senior Con-

gress leader and former Union

Minister Arun Yadav, on

Wednesday, alleged that irregu-

larities are persistent in the

Madhya Pradesh Transport De-

partment despite the BJP

government's claim of having

reformed the system.

Yadav shared a video on his so-

cial media platform X, which

shows the Regional Transport

Office department barricaded at

a checkpoint and carrying out in-

spection of trucks and other

loaded vehicles in Shivpuri dis-

trict.  The Congress leader

claimed that the RTO department

was collecting illegal fine from

truck drivers and other vehicles,

despite the state government has

abolished all checkpoints in the

state.

MP: Congress leader alleges
irregularities in Regional Transport Office

New Delhi, Aug 19 : Former World Trade

Organisation (WTO) Director-General Pascal

Lamy has highlighted structural shifts reshap-

ing global trade, underscoring that many of

today’s trade issues extend beyond the WTO’s

traditional mandate and require reform of both

its rulebook and governance structures.

Delivering the keynote address at a high-level

dialogue here, jointly organised by the Chintan

Research Foundation (CRF) and CUTS Inter-

national at the India International Centre (ICC),

Lamy emphasised that traditional protection-

ism is giving way to “precautionism,” driven

by rising regulatory standards and risk man-

agement concerns across countries.  He also

highlighted growing macroeconomic imbal-

ances and regulatory fragmentation as key chal-

lenges, at the roundtable, titled “MC14 Out-

comes and the Future of the Multilateral Trad-

ing System”, in the national capital.

WTO must adapt as global trade
shifts from protectionism to precautionism: Pascal Lamy

Opening the discussion,

Pradeep S. Mehta, Founder

Secretary General, CUTS

International, described

MC14 as a moment of “dis-

appointment without disrup-

tion.”  While no major

breakdown occurred, he

noted that the absence of

clear outcomes has intensi-

fied questions about the

WTO’s relevance.

Mehta highlighted that the

system has historically en-

abled stability, job creation,

and development, particu-

larly in developing coun-

tries, and that it must now

adapt through more flexible

approaches.

India plans 62 vessels
with Rs 51,383 crore investment in FY27: Minister

oted to accelerating India’s ship-

ping capabilities, with a renewed

focus on building a robust, future-

ready maritime ecosystem.

Minister of Ports, Shipping and

Waterways, Sarbananda Sonowal,

called for urgent expansion of

India’s shipping capacity, includ-

ing container vessels, LPG and

Chennai, Aug 19 :  The

Tamil Nadu School Educa-

tion Department is set to roll

out an ambitious literacy ini-

tiative for 2026-27, aiming to

educate more than four lakh

non-literate adults and move

the state closer to achieving

full literacy.

The programme, part of the

New India Literacy

Programme (NILP), will fo-

cus on individuals aged 15

years and above who lack

basic reading, writing, and

numeracy skills.

Officials said the initiative is

designed not only to impart

foundational education but

also to equip learners with es-

sential life skills for everyday

functioning. To implement

the programme, learners’ lit-

eracy centres will be estab-

lished in schools and commu-

TN targets full literacy
with new drive to educate four lakh adults

nity spaces across the state.

More than 17,000 volunteers

are expected to support the ef-

fort, with participation drawn

from schools, colleges, and

n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l

organisations. A comprehen-

sive survey will be conducted

to identify beneficiaries. Au-

thorities have been instructed

to utilise existing data sources,

including school-level census

records, primary health centre

databases, anganwadi records,

and MGNREGA registers.

Coordination between head-

masters of government and

aided schools.

New Delhi, Aug 19 : Delhi Minister for

Social and SC/ST Welfare Ravinder Indraj

Singh on Wednesday instructed officials to

launch an awareness campaign to inform

people from the marginalised sections of

society about government schemes.  Dur-

ing a meeting, Ravinder Indraj reviewed

the progress of the Protection of Civil

Rights Act 1955, the Scheduled Castes and

Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities)

Act,1989 and the Inter-caste Marriage In-

centive Scheme, and issued important di-

rectives.

Launch campaign to inform
people about SC/ST schemes:
Delhi Minister to officials

Thiruvananthapuram, Aug 19 : The 17-day

agitation by the Upper Primary School

Teacher (UPST) Rank Holders Association

in front of the Secretariat was called off on

Wednesday following assurances from Gen-

eral Education Minister N. Shamsudeen that

the protesters’ key demands would be exam-

ined and favourable decisions taken wherever

possible.  The decision came after a crucial

meeting between the Minister and represen-

tatives of the rank holders. The protesters had

been demanding an end to the PSC practice

of issuing fresh notifications without ad-

equately reporting existing vacancies, argu-

ing that this was reducing the chances of can-

didates already included in the rank list. The

Minister assured the association that its de-

mand to stop issuing notifications without

reporting vacancies would be considered

sympathetically. He also promised to exam-

ine the demand for extending the validity of

the existing rank list so that more candidates

could secure appointments before it expires.

17-day UPST agitation ends
in Kerala after Satheesan govt's assurances

Mumbai, Aug 19 :

Maharashtra Minister for

Tourism Shambhuraj Desai,

who was deputed for the

Housing Department during

the Winter Session, on

Wednesday said that the

state government will re-

view the redevelopment

projects of old buildings in

Mumbai, which have been

stalled for 5 to 10 years.

  If necessary, action will be

taken against the develop-

ers to speed up these

projects, he added.

 He was replying to a call-

ing attention motion

moved by Shiv Sena-UBT

legislator Ajay Chaudhary

in the Assembly.

Maha govt to review
stalled Mumbai
redevelopment projects,
assures Minister

Delhi: Habitual snatcher nabbed in
swift operation, stolen iPhone recovered

New Delhi, Aug 19 :  In a ma-

jor breakthrough, the Special

Staff of Central District Police

in New Delhi has apprehended

a desperate and habitual

snatcher and recovered a high-

end stolen mobile phone, suc-

cessfully working out a recent

snatching case registered at

Ranjit Nagar police station.

The accused, identified as Rahul alias Ganja

alias Nagender (34), a resident of Raghubir

Nagar, was arrested following a well-coordi-

nated operation based on secret inputs and sus-

tained surveillance. According to police offi-

cials,  specific information was received about

the movement of a known offender involved in

multiple snatching and theft cases, who was

likely to visit the area near New Delhi Railway

Station.  Acting promptly on the input, a dedi-

cated team was formed under the leadership of

Inspector Rohit Kumar, incharge of Special

Staff, Central District. The team included Head

Constables Munesh Sharma, Rohitash, Praveen,

and Constable Surajpal, working under the

overall supervision of ACP Operations Padam

Singh Rana.

crude carriers, and green tugs,

to ensure resilience against ex-

ternal disruptions.

The minister also reviewed

cargo flows, vessel movements

and operational preparedness

across key maritime segments.
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New Delhi, Aug 19 : IPO-

bound Shiprocket has dis-

closed multiple pending

criminal and tax-related pro-

ceedings involving the com-

pany and its subsidiaries in its

offer documents.

Legal proceedings disclosed

by the company could also

attract investor attention.

Shiprocket is involved in four

criminal cases with claims

amounting to Rs 5.39 crore,

along with two criminal and

seven tax-related proceed-

ings. Its subsidiaries are fac-

ing an additional criminal

case and three tax proceed-

ings involving claims worth

Rs 2.34 crore.

Separately, a criminal case

filed in 2022 names

Shiprocket co-founders

Saahil Goel and Gautam

4 criminal cases, several tax disputes pending
against Shiprocket and its subsidiaries, shows DRHP

Kapoor, director Arjun Sethi

and Chief Financial Officer

Kumar Tanmay.

The case includes allegations

of cheating, criminal breach of

trust, forgery and criminal con-

spiracy.

The matter remains pending

before the courts.

The e-commerce logistics and

enablement platform’s DRHP

showed that the company re-

ported a net loss of Rs 79.2

crore in FY26, slightly higher

than the Rs 74.4 crore loss re-

corded in FY25. However, the

figure marks a substantial im-

provement from the Rs 595.1

crore loss posted in FY24. The

company's revenue growth has

remained robust. Revenue

from operations rose 24 per

cent year-on-year to Rs

2,024.1 crore in FY26.

New Delhi, Aug 19 : The GST

rationalisation on life and health

insurance premiums will signifi-

cantly improve affordability,

strengthen penetration and pro-

vide a boost to consumption

ahead of the festive season,

experts said on Wednesday.

The move comes as part of

the broader GST

rationalisation, which

merged the 12 per cent slab.

Canberra, Aug 19 : Australia's

total electricity generation and

storage capacity will need to

triple by 2050 in order to keep

up with demand, according to

a report published by the en-

ergy market operator on

Wednesday.  The Australian

Energy Market Operator on

Wednesday released the draft

version of the 2026 Integrated

System Plan (ISP), projecting

that total electricity generation

Australia must triple electricity
generation and storage capacity by 2050: Report

and storage capacity will need to increase

from 92 gigawatts (GW) currently to 190

GW by 2035 and 297 GW by 2050.

The ISP, a roadmap for the least-cost and

efficient development of the National

Electricity Market that is updated every

two years, projected that grid-scale wind

and solar generation capacity will in-

crease fivefold from 23 GW currently to

120 GW in 2050, reports Xinhua news

agency. In the same time frame, electric-

ity storage capacity, including batteries,

virtual power plants.

RBI regulatory reset
could unlock $50 billion in capital
New Delhi, Aug 19 : India’s

banking sector could attract

nearly $50 billion due to the

Reserve Bank of India’s recent

liquidity measures and regula-

tory changes, potentially

strengthening capital buffers

and liquidity, a report said on

Wednesday.

The report from consulting

company Uniqus Consultech

said banks have already

mobilised $36.7 billion under

the RBI’s FCNR(B) deposit

scheme and industry esti-

mates suggest inflows could

approach $50 billion before

the special window closes.

"Indian banks are entering a

new phase  of  regula tory

transformation with the Re-

serve Bank of India (RBI)

advancing reforms across li-

quidity, credit risk, capital

adequacy, customer conduct,

and artificial intelligence

governance," the report said.

The  agency  sa id  the

FCNR(B) swap facility and

the temporary removal of

NRI deposit  rate ceilings

have made foreign currency

deposits more attractive by

reducing hedging costs and

enabling banks to offer ma-

terially higher rates.

Mumbai, Aug 19 : Alkem Laboratories on

Wednesday reported a 21.7 per cent year-

on-year (YoY) decline in consolidated net

profit for the first quarter of current finan-

cial year (Q1 FY27).  The drugmaker posted

a net profit of Rs 520 crore in Q1 FY27,

compared with Rs 664 crore in the corre-

sponding quarter of the previous financial

year (Q1 FY26), according to its stock ex-

change filing. Revenue from operations rose

10.9 per cent year-on-year to Rs 3,740 crore

from Rs 3,371 crore a year earlier.

Growth was driven by both domestic and

international businesses. India sales in-

creased 10.3 per cent to Rs 2,497.8 crore,

while international sales climbed 16 per cent

to Rs 1,222.3 crore. At the operating level,

Alkem reported healthy performance dur-

ing the quarter. EBITDA rose 16.2 per cent

year-on-year to Rs 766.6 crore from Rs 660

crore in the year-ago period.

EBITDA margin improved to 20.5 per cent

from 19.6 per cent, as per its regulatory fil-

ing. However, the company's tax expense

surged to Rs 251 crore during the quarter,

compared with Rs 103 crore in the corre-

Alkem Laboratories’ Q1 net
profit falls 22 pc to Rs 520 crore

sponding period last financial

year, weighing on bottom-line

growth. Commenting on the

results, Managing Director

Sandeep Singh said Alkem had

begun FY27 on a steady note,

supported by healthy growth

in both its India and interna-

tional businesses.

“We have started FY27 on a

steady note, with healthy

growth across our India and

international businesses. Our

India business continued to

outperform the market, while

the strong growth in our non-

US international markets was

encouraging,” he said.

“At the same time, there are

areas where we need to im-

prove, particularly in strength-

ening execution, addressing

operational and regulatory pri-

orities, and improving the con-

sistency of performance across

our businesses,” Singh added.

New Delhi, Aug 19 : The Centre is

reportedly considering a major relax-

ation in the renewal norms for Pollu-

tion Under Control Certificates

(PUCC) for Bharat Stage VI (BS-VI)

vehicles, a move aimed at reducing

compliance burdens on owners of

newer, cleaner vehicles.  According

to a NDTV report, the proposal seeks

to extend the validity of PUCC for

new BS-VI private vehicles from the

current one year to three years.

Govt likely plans 3-year
PUCC validity for new BS-VI vehicles

New Delhi ,  Aug 19  :

More than 68,000 stu-

dents have been trained

under  the  Chips  to

Star tups  (C2S)

programme so  fa r,  to

strengthen India’s semi-

conductor design ecosys-

tem, according to the gov-

ernment.

Chips to StartupsChips to StartupsChips to StartupsChips to StartupsChips to Startups
programme train overprogramme train overprogramme train overprogramme train overprogramme train over
68,000 students to boost68,000 students to boost68,000 students to boost68,000 students to boost68,000 students to boost
design ecosystemdesign ecosystemdesign ecosystemdesign ecosystemdesign ecosystem

Staying true to values is key
in defining moments: Gautam Adani
Ahmedabad, Aug 19 : Adani

Group Chairman Gautam

Adani on Wednesday said that

staying true to one’s values,

beliefs, and convictions is

among the most important

things to do during defining

moments.

In his Independence Day ad-

dress, the Adani Group Chair-

man reflected on trust, sacri-

fice, and the responsibility that

comes with India’s freedom.

"There are times when the most

important thing you can do is

stay true to what you know, what

you value and what you believe

in," he stressed.

Reflecting on the significance of

August 15, Gautam Adani said

Independence Day is not merely

a day of celebration for him but

also a day of grati-

tude. He said the

journey of major

transformation re-

quires sacrifice and

patience.

"That is why Au-

gust 15th is not

merely a day of cel-

ebration for me; it is

also a day of grati-

tude. And perhaps this gratitude teaches us

another profound lesson of life: that no ma-

jor transformation occurs without sacrifice,

nor without patience," the billionaire in-

dustrialist said.

Mumbai, Aug 19 : Adani Electricity has

proactively escalated its disaster manage-

ment readiness in preparation for the mon-

soon season, aiming to safeguard its 3.15

million customers from potential disrup-

tions, it was announced on Wednesday.  To

address any emergencies that may arise

during the monsoon.

Adani Electricity gears up to
safeguard 3.15 million Mumbai customers
from potential monsoon disruptions

State-run FutureSkills PRIME portal
registers 34 lakh users for emerging tech skills
New Delhi, Aug 19 : FutureSkills PRIME,

the skilling platform run by the Ministry of

Electronics &amp; Information Technology

has registered over 34 lakh candidates and cer-

tified over 13 lakh in emerging technologies,

an official statement said on Wednesday.

Currently, the FSP portal hosts more than 500

courses which are industry aligned and vari-

ous Global OEM partners are collaborating as

part of the FSP ecosystem, Union Minister of

Electronics and IT Ashwini Vaishnaw said in

Lok Sabha. More than 23 lakh candidates have

enrolled or been trained through the portal, of

whom 13 lakh plus have completed certifica-

tion. Nearly 41 per cent of participants are

women and over 86 per cent come from Tier 2

and Tier 3 cities. The statement added that 22

C-DAC or NIELIT centres have been designated

as Lead and Co-Lead Re-

source Centres for 10 emerg-

ing technologies and they are

mandated to train the Govern-

ment officials and conduct the

bootcamps. Resource Centres

have trained over 32,700 gov-

ernment officials, 2,367 train-

ers and more than 40,400 can-

didates across over 420

bootcamps.

Nil GST on life, health
insurance to boost affordability, consumption
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Uncapped trio included as South Africa
announce squad for historic T20Is against Zimbabwe
Johannesburg, Aug 19 :

Young fast bowlers

Caitlin Wyngaard,

Nthabiseng Nini, and off-

spinner Luyanda Nzuza

have earned their maiden

national call-ups to South

Africa women’s team for

the historic, first-ever

T20I series against Zim-

babwe starting next

month.  Regular skipper

Laura Wolvaardt will

lead the side for the five-

match series, scheduled

to be played entirely at

the Queens Sports Club

in Bulawayo from Sep-

tember 11 to 19. With sev-

eral senior stars away

participating in global

franchise leagues and do-

mestic competitions, the

selectors have opted to

test their bench

strength and next gen-

eration players. The 15-

member squad features

a raft of players who

missed out on the re-

cently concluded ICC

Women’s T20 World

Cup in England, includ-

ing reigning domestic

T20 Player of the Year

Faye Tunnicliffe, who’s

included alongside

Anneke Bosch, Ayanda

Hlubi, Eliz-Mari Marx,

Seshnie Naidu, Nondu

miso Shangase, and

Miané Smit. Experience

comes in the squad in the

form of wicketkeeper-

batters Sinalo Jafta and

Karabo Meso.

1st Test: Suthar’s ten-for helps
India seal 165-run victory over Sri Lanka in Galle
Galle, Aug 19 : Powered by a

scintillating spell of 6-55 from

young left-arm spinner Manav

Suthar, India sealed a command-

ing 165-run victory over Sri Lanka

on day five of the opening Test at

the Galle International Stadium on

Wednesday.

In only his second Test appear-

ance, Suthar ripped through the

opposition’s batting order in the

second innings to finish with

match figures of 10-101, as Sri

Lanka were bowled out for 206 in

77.4 overs, despite stiff resistance

from Dhananjaya de Silva and

Sonal Dinusha, in what was also

Galle’s landmark 50th Test match.

The emphatic win coming on a

sluggish, low-bounce pitch gave

India an early 1-0 lead in the two-

match series and get 12 vital

World Test Championship (WTC)

points in what was their milestone

600th Test match, as Suthar en-

sured his second five-wicket haul

in as many Tests and his first-ever

ten-for had rendered the second

new ball completely redundant.

In the morning, resuming on a

pitch offering variable bounce,

de Silva and Dinusha fought val-

iantly through the opening 90

minutes.

After bringing up the fifty of

their partnership, de Silva got his

fifty by cutting Ravindra Jadeja

through point for four, while

Dinusha launched Kuldeep

Yadav over deep midwicket for

a maximum to reach his half-

century in style.

However, India broke the frus-

trating 95-run stand off 202

through Ravindra Jadeja.

BWF World C’ships : Satwik-Chirag
move into Pre-QF after Scottish pair withdraws
New Delhi, Aug 19 : India’s

top men’s doubles pair

Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and

Chirag Shetty’s BWF World

Championships campaign

got underway without the

fifth seeds having to step

onto court, after Scotland’s

Alexander Dunn and Adam

Pringle withdrew from their

opening-round fixture at the

Indira Gandhi Indoor Sta-

dium on Wednesday.

The Indian duo, who had

been handed a first-round

bye, were due to

make their first ap-

pearance at the home

World Champion-

ships against the

Scottish pair on Tues-

day in what would

have been India’s last

contest of the day.

Their opponents’

withdrawal, however,

gave the Asian Games

champions a walk-

over and a place in

the next round.

Italy strengthen 2027 WC hopes,
reach Qualifier play-off

'Just go out there and show up' : Sindhu
recalls Virat's advice during a tough phase
New Delhi, Aug 19 : PV Sindhu has re-

vealed how Virat Kohli’s simple advice

during one of the toughest phases of her

career helped change her perspective,

with the Indian badminton star saying the

Indian cricketer reminded her of the im-

portance of simply turning up and trust-

ing her preparation.

Sindhu, who is currently competing at

the BWF World Championships in New

Delhi, recalled her conversation with

Kohli while speaking on the RCB

podcast. The two-time Olympic medal-

list said she had approached Kohli at a

time when she felt that 'nothing is hap-

pening ', but his response was straight-

forward.

“He is like my brother, I must say, be-

cause I remember when I was at my low-

est. I think I met him and I said, you know,

nothing is happening. He just said, Just

show up, it is okay, just go out there and

just show up,” Sindhu said.

The advice struck a chord with Sindhu,

who said Kohli encouraged her to focus

on competing, rather than being con-

sumed by the results.

“He asked me to show up, anywhere and

for anything, and just play my game.

What would happen? You are not going

to lose anything; you know what you are,

how you have trained.

Nick Kyrgios provisionally
suspended after testing positive for cocaine
London, Aug 19 : The International Tennis Integ-

rity Agency (ITIA) has provisionally suspended

Australian tennis player Nick Kyrgios under the

Tennis Anti-Doping Programme after the 31-year-

old tested positive for a metabolite of cocaine in

June. Kyrgios provided a sample during an ATP

250 event in Mallorca, Spain, on June 22. On July

17, a World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA)-accred-

ited laboratory confirmed the presence of

benzoylecgonine, a metabolite of cocaine. Cocaine

is classified a stimulant and substance of abuse on

the WADA Prohibited List and is banned in com-

petition under the Tennis Anti-Doping Programme.

Dar es Salaam, Aug 19 : Italy strengthened their case

for a place in the ICC Men’s Cricket World Cup 2027

after finishing top of Challenge League B with a con-

vincing eight-wicket victory over Tanzania in Dar es

Salaam. Italy entered the final matchday with their

fate in their own hands and delivered a composed per-

formance to finish their 15-match campaign as league

leaders. Their triumph was further confirmed after

Uganda suffered a final-over defeat to Bahrain, leav-

ing Italy four points clear at the top. The result also

moved Italy a step closer to their World Cup dream.

Along with Uganda, they have qualified for the

Cricket World Cup Qualifier Play-off, which will de-

termine four places in the main World Cup Qualifier.

The eight-team Qualifier Play-off will feature the top

two teams from Challenge League A, the bottom four

sides from Cricket World Cup League 2, Italy, and

Uganda. Italy’s progress has been particularly impres-

sive after they began the final leg of the competition

behind Uganda with five matchdays remaining. A vic-

tory over Uganda opened the door for a late surge,

while Uganda’s subsequent loss to Hong Kong fur-

ther boosted Italy’s chances.

The Italians made the most of the opportunity, finish-

ing the final leg unbeaten before producing another

strong display against Tanzania. Batting first after los-

ing the toss, Tanzania made a promising start and

reached 87/1 inside 15 overs.

Shoriful eyes return as
Bangladesh target historic
series win in Australia
New Delhi, Aug 19 : Bangladesh pacer

Shoriful Islam is ready to make his

return to the playing XI for the sec-

ond Test against Australia, saying he

is 'always ready' as the visitors look

to complete a historic series victory

down under. Shoriful missed

Bangladesh’s memorable nine-wicket

win in the opening Test in Darwin

after being sidelined with a hamstring

injury, but the left-arm pacer has re-

covered in time to be considered for

the second match at the Great Bar-

rier Reef Arena.
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