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‘Takes a lot of effort to stay

for long’: Jadeja reflects

on memories of Galle 2017 win
Veteran left-arm spin bowling all-

rounder Ravindra Jadeja has ex-

pressed deep gratitude for his on-

going decade-plus stint...

Zydus Lifesciences Q1

profit slides 36 pc to Rs 940 crore
Zydus Lifesciences on Thursday

reported a 36 per cent year-on-

year (YoY) decline in its consoli-

dated net profit for the first quar-

ter of the current....

The southern region must emerge as a key economic
powerhouse in the building of a 'Viksit Bharat': CM Chandrababu
Amaravati, Aug 20 : Andhra

Pradesh Chief Minister Nara

Chandrababu Naidu expressed his

aspiration for the southern region

to emerge as a key economic pow-

erhouse in the building of a 'Viksit

Bharat' (Developed India). The

Southern Zonal Council meeting

was held on Thursday in

Mahabalipuram, Tamil Nadu, un-

der the chairmanship of Union

Home Minister Amit Shah. Chief

Ministers from the southern states

attended the meeting. Speaking on

the occasion, CM Chandrababu

discussed the development of the

southern states, including Andhra

Pradesh, and emphasized that fos-

tering cooperation among these

states is the primary objective.

The AP Chief Minister emphasized

that issues should be resolved

through trust and mutual coopera-

tion between the Centre and the

states. In this context, he proposed

a bullet train corridor connecting

Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, and

Tamil Nadu. He suggested that the

bullet train should run via

Kuppam and stressed that this

transport system should connect

the capital city of Amaravati with

Bengaluru and Chennai.

Tragedy in

Visakhapatnam: Boy

collapses in classroom
Visakhapatnam, Aug 20 :

A tragic incident occurred

in Visakhapatnam, where

a six-year-old boy named

Pranay Tej collapsed in the

classroom after being

struck by a teacher. The

incident took place at Little

Garden School in the

Visakhapatnam One Town

area.

The boy, who had lost con-

sciousness, was immedi-

ately rushed to the hospi-

tal; however, doctors de-

clared him dead upon ar-

rival. Subsequently, the

child's body was shifted to

KGH for a post-mortem

examination. Upon learn-

ing of the incident.

CM Chandrababu is delivering
exemplary governance : MP Sri Bharat
Visakhapatnam, Aug 20 :

MP Sri Bharat welcomed the

State Cabinet's decision to

conduct Zilla Parishad (ZP)

elections via the direct elec-

tion method during the local

body polls. On Thursday, he

visited a photo exhibition or-

ganized by the Visakha Photo

Journalists Association at the

museum. Speaking on the oc-

casion, he expressed confi-

dence that the alliance would

emerge victorious in the local

body elections. They stated

that the people in the state

have been living peacefully

since the alliance government

came to power. They praised

CM Chandrababu for providing

exemplary governance. The MP

stated that the state has not yet

fully recovered from the mis-

deeds of the previous govern-

ment. He remarked that the state

lacks a proper opposition and that

those in the opposition do not un-

derstand their role. He noted that

water scarcity is arising due to

El Niño, and lashed out at cer-

tain forces for exploiting this situ-

ation to spread propaganda

claiming that data centers are the

cause of the water crisis.

Bhatti calls for fair, lawful
solutions to Centre-State disputes
Hyderabad, Aug 20 : Deputy

Chief Minister Bhatti

Vikramarka said the spirit of

cooperative federalism lies in

resolving issues between the

Centre and the States amica-

bly and ensuring the speedy

implementation of decisions

taken.

He said the true test of a fed-

eral system was its ability to

find fair and lawful solutions

when the interests of differ-

ent States come into conflict.

Bhatti Vikramarka made these

remarks at the 31st Southern

Zonal Council meeting held at

Mahabalipuram in Tamil Nadu

on Thursday. The meeting was

chaired by Union Home Minis-

ter Amit Shah and attended by

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister

N. Chandrababu Naidu,

Karnataka Chief Minister D.K.

Shivakumar, Kerala Chief Min-

ister V.D. Satheesan, Tamil

Nadu Chief Minister M.K.

Stalin, and other leaders.

My daughter’s remarks

were personal : Konda Surekha
Hyderabad, Aug 20  : Minister for

Forests, Environment and Endow-

ments Konda Surekha on Thursday

responded to the show-cause no-

tice issued by the TPCC Disciplin-

ary Action Committee (DAC) seek-

ing an explanation over remarks

made by her daughter, Susmitha.

Jagan is running away without

attending the Assembly : Minister Lokesh
Amaravati, Aug 20: Nara Lokesh, Min-

ister for Education and IT, criticized YCP

chief and former CM Y.S. Jagan for lack-

ing an understanding of the examination

system in Andhra Pradesh. Minister

Lokesh countered Jagan's

remarks on Thursday, ques-

tioning the YCP chief if he

believed that the APPSC and

DSC were the same thing.

Uttam cautions farmers amid

rainfall deficit, urges prudent crop planning
Huzurnagar, Aug 20 : Minister for Ir-

rigation and Civil Supplies N. Uttam

Kumar Reddy on Thursday cautioned

farmers to exercise care while planning

crops as the rainfall deficit continues,

warning that the situation could worsen

if rainfall remains deficient in Septem-

ber and October, as projected by me-

teorological authorities.

During a review of irrigation works and

the prevailing water situation in

Suryapet district, the Minister, along

with irrigation officials, took stock of

the progress of the Mahatma Gandhi

Muktyala Branch Canal Lift Irrigation

Scheme. Uttam Kumar Reddy said the

State government was closely monitor-

ing rainfall, reservoir levels.

Rains in AP: Major alertRains in AP: Major alertRains in AP: Major alertRains in AP: Major alertRains in AP: Major alert
for residents of those two districtsfor residents of those two districtsfor residents of those two districtsfor residents of those two districtsfor residents of those two districts
Amaravati, Aug  20: The

Andhra Pradesh State Disaster

Management Authority has an-

nounced that rains are expected

in several parts of the state on

Friday. It stated

that moderate

rains accompa-

nied by light-

ning.

BJP warns of intensified

stir over fee reimbursement dues

Karimnagar, Aug 20 :

Telangana state BJP president N.

Ramchander Rao on Thursday

warned that the party would in-

tensify its agitation if

the Congress govern-

ment failed to immedi-

ately clear pending fee

reimbursement dues

and scholarships for

students. Addressing a

BJYM-led "Fee Bakayi

- BJP Ladayi" Maha

Dharna in Karimnagar.

Tributes to Former
PM Rajiv Gandhi in Sircilla
Celebrations marking the birth

anniversary of former Prime Min-

ister Rajiv Gandhi were held on a

grand scale in Sircilla town. On

Thursday, tributes were paid to the

late leader at the local...
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Hyderabad, Aug 20  : Minister for SHAKTI (Labour, Employ-

ment, Training & Factories) and Mines G. Vivek Venkataswamy

said the State government had undertaken administrative restruc-

turing to strengthen polytechnic education, provide students with

industry-aligned skill training and create better employment oppor-

tunities. Speaking to the media at the Secretariat on Thursday, the

Minister said the government had issued GO 97 on June 16, 2026,

bringing polytechnics under the Commissionerate of Employment

and Training (CET), which were earlier under the Commissionerate

of Technical Education (CTE). He clarified that the decision was

not intended to weaken polytechnic education or alter its identity,

but was purely an administrative restructuring exercise.

Bringing polytechnics, ITIs/Advanced Technology Centres (ATCs)

and the Young India Skills University (YISU) under CET would

help integrate technical education, skill development and industry

requirements into a comprehensive system, he said.

Vivek Venkataswamy said the government had held discussions with

representatives of the Joint Action Committee (JAC) on the restruc-

turing and extensively deliberated on measures to implement the

changes without affecting the interests of students, faculty mem-

bers or employees. He made it clear that the existing three-year

AICTE-recognised diploma courses would continue unchanged. The

existing provision allowing polytechnic diploma holders to secure

lateral entry into engineering colleges through TG ECET would

also continue, he said. The State Board of Technical Education and

Training (SBTET) would, however, be reorganised into two divi-

sions. The polytechnic division would function as a separate unit

under CET and continue to oversee polytechnic admissions, ex-

Polytechnic restructuring

to strengthen skills, jobs: Vivek

aminations, diploma examinations and other aca-

demic matters, Vivek Venkataswamy said. “There

will be no change in the examination system for

students,” the Minister clarified. He said the ex-

isting cadre and sanctioned strength of employ-

ees in the polytechnic division would be retained

and there would be no job cuts. The government

would fully protect the service conditions of poly-

technic employees, he assured. Their status as

government employees, pay scales, DA, incre-

ments, seniority, promotions, GPF, PRAN, gratu-

ity and other pensionary benefits would continue

unchanged, he said.

As part of efforts to strengthen industry linkages

in polytechnic education, the government had

entered into a 10-year MoU with Tata Technolo-

gies Limited involving an investment of Rs 2,300

crore, the Minister said.

He added that 65 ITIs in Telangana had already

been developed as Advanced Technology Centres.

More than 200 MoUs had also been signed with

industries covering place-

ments, training, apprentice-

ships, internships and curricu-

lum upgradation, he said.

The Minister announced that

a dedicated placement cell

would be established in every

polytechnic college in the

State. Through YISU, the gov-

ernment would leverage part-

nerships with various countries

to create international employ-

ment opportunities for poly-

technic students, he said.

Vivek Venkataswamy said four

clusters in Telangana had been

selected under the Prime

Minister's PM SETU scheme

to promote skill development

through the public-private

partnership (PPP) model.

Tributes to Former PM Rajiv Gandhi in Sircilla
Grand tribute paid under the aegis of the Town Congress

Rajanna Sircilla, Aug  20: Celebrations mark-

ing the birth anniversary of former Prime Min-

ister Rajiv Gandhi were held on a grand scale

in Sircilla town. On Thursday, tributes were paid

to the late leader at the local Gandhi Chowk

under the leadership of Sircilla Town Congress

President Sura Devaraju. To mark the occasion,

forms for new voter registration were distrib-

uted to youths who had attained the age of 18.

Speaking at the event, District Congress Presi-

dent Sangeetham Srinivas and District Library

Chairman Nagula Satyanarayana Goud high-

lighted Rajiv Gandhi’s numerous reforms and

his steadfast support for the downtrodden and

weaker sections of society. They noted that he

ushered in the computer and telecom revolution

in India, thereby laying a strong foundation for

the country’s current IT sector. It was noted that

significant prominence was given to women in

politics by providing 33% reservation in local

bodies, and that the voting age was lowered from 21

to 18 to create political opportunities for the youth.

Participants in the event included Market Committee

Chairperson Velumala Swarupa, SC Cell State Gen-

eral Secretary Akunuri Balaraju, Congress Party Dis-

trict Women’s President Kamuni Vanitha.

CMR must be delivered within the deadline : District Collector Garima Agrawal.CMR must be delivered within the deadline : District Collector Garima Agrawal.CMR must be delivered within the deadline : District Collector Garima Agrawal.CMR must be delivered within the deadline : District Collector Garima Agrawal.CMR must be delivered within the deadline : District Collector Garima Agrawal.
Rajanna Sircilla, Aug 20 : Dis-

trict Collector Garima Agrawal

has directed that CMR (Custom

Milled Rice) deliveries pertain-

ing to the last three seasons be

completed within the stipulated

deadline. On Thursday, District

Collector Garima Agrawal, along

with Additional Collector

Gaddam Nagesh and Civil Sup-

plies Department officials, held a

review meeting at the District In-

tegrated Offices Complex. The

meeting covered issues such as

CMR delivery, payment of ‘action

paddy’ dues, and arrangements for grain procurement dur-

ing the Kharif season. Collector Garima Agrawal instructed

rice millers in the district to deliver the CMR for the past

three seasons on time. She also directed them to clear out-

standing ‘action paddy’ dues within the deadline.

District Secures Second Place at State Level for

Anti-Drug Awareness Efforts : District SP Mahesh B. Githe
Rajanna Sircilla, Aug  20: District SP Mahesh

B. Githe stated that the district police force is

moving forward with a coordinated approach

to transform Rajanna Sircilla into a district free

from ganja and other drugs. Extensive aware-

ness programs were conducted by the police

department as part of the anti-drug awareness

week observed across the state from June 22 to

26, coinciding with the International Day

Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking.

Campaigns were carried out to educate the pub-

lic about the harmful effects of drug abuse and

to prevent the youth from falling prey to drugs,

actively involving schools, colleges, the youth,

and the general public.

 The State ‘Eagle Force’ selected the district for

second place at the state level in recognition of

the effective execution of anti-drug awareness

programs and the successful creation of wide-

spread public awareness. Speaking on the oc-

casion, District SP

Mahesh B. Githe

stated that eradicat-

ing drug abuse is

not possible for the

police department

alone and urged the

public, parents, stu-

dents, and the youth

to actively partici-

pate and cooperate.

He specifically

called upon the

youth to stay away

from drugs, empha-

sized the need for

everyone to be

aware of the harm-

ful consequences of

drug use.
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Bhopal, Aug 20 : The Madhya Pradesh Coun-

cil of Ministers has approved a series of sig-

nificant decisions covering road infrastructure,

public health, farmers’ welfare and women’s

empowerment, with total proposals valued at

nearly Rs 48,000 crore.

As a special initiative during the ‘Year of the

Farmer,’ the Cabinet approved the permanent

lease of 20 hectares of land in Bhaukhedi vil-

lage, Ichhawar tehsil of Sehore district, for the

National Soybean Research Institute.

Chennai, Aug 20 : The Greater Chennai

Corporation (GCC) has directed all public

and private sector employers operating within

the city limits to deduct professional tax

from the salaries of eligible employees for

August and remit the amount to the civic

body by September 30.

The directive is mandatory for establish-

ments covered under the professional tax

provisions, and employers have been asked

to ensure that deductions and payments are

completed within the prescribed deadline.

Professional tax is collected on a half-

yearly basis according to the gross income

of employees. The levy is governed by

Section 117-C of the Tamil Nadu Urban

Local Bodies Act.

Chennai corporation sets

September 30 deadline for employers to

remit professional tax

MP Cabinet clears National Soya

Institute, major projects worth Rs 48,000 cr

New Delhi, Aug 20 : A politi-

cal controversy erupted after

Congress MLA Vijay

Wadettiwar commented on the

recent shooting incident at the

White House Correspondents'

Dinner, with the Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) accusing

him of appearing to justify the

attack on US President Donald

Trump.

Drawing a connection between

the incident and what he de-

scribed as public anger against

those in power, Wadettiwar

said such reactions were

"bound to happen" when gov-

ernments act against public

interest. He further claimed

that a similar sentiment exists

in India, even though it may

Cong leader's ‘similar sentiment in India’ swipe

over US shooting sparks row, BJP slams 'anti-India' mindset
not be visible through protests on

the streets, drawing sharp criti-

cism from the ruling party.

Responding to the remarks, the

BJP stated that such statements

reflected deep-rooted hostility to-

wards Prime Minister Narendra

Modi, indicating a broader "anti-

national mindset".

BJP National Spokesperson C. R.

Kesavan told IANS, "The Con-

gress Party's prejudiced hatred

against Prime Minister Narendra

Modi and its virulent anti-Modi

mindset have now dangerously

decayed into an anti-India mindset

and sheer hatred for our own coun-

try. Congress leader Vijay

Wadettiwar's alarming remarks

justifying the shooting incident in

connection with President Trump,

and also insinuating that such an

incident could happen in India

with PM Modi, are vile, most con-

demnable, and deplorable."

He further attacked Wadettiwar's

past statements, saying, "What

more can you expect from this dis-

graceful Congress leader? This

was the same leader who gave a

clean chit to Pakistan and its ter-

rorists in the 26/11 attacks when

he said that Hemant Karkare

was not killed by Ajmal

Kasab."

"This is the pattern of not

just Wadettiwar's but of how

the Congress party works.

This is the same party which

raised the atrocious slogans

against the Prime Minister,

and its chief, Kharge, called

PM Modi a terrorist.

The land will be used to es-

tablish a Krishi Vigyan

Kendra to strengthen soy-

bean research and benefit

farmers across the state, a

press release issued here on

Tuesday said.

HIMTEX 2026 opens in Hyd,
showcasing next-gen manufacturing technology
Hyderabad, Aug 20  : The ninth edition of

the Hyderabad International Machine Tool &

Engineering Exhibition (HIMTEX) 2026

opened at the HITEX Exhibition Centre in

Madhapur, bringing together around 300 ex-

hibitors from the manufacturing and engineer-

ing sectors. The five-day exhibition, which

will continue until August 24, is expected to

attract more than 20,000 visitors from across

India. It showcases the latest developments

in machine tools, robotics, in-

dustrial automation, engineering

solutions and smart manufactur-

ing.

The exhibition was inaugurated

by Swathi Chalamalasetty, di-

rector of Ace urban group and

AM Green, and Rajesh Kumar

Yadav, additional director,

MSME DFO, Hyderabad.

Komatireddy urges
voters to verify names in electoral rolls
Nalgonda, Aug 20  : Minister

for Roads & Buildings and

Cinematography Komatireddy

Venkat Reddy urged people to

remain vigilant about the on-

going Special Intensive Revi-

sion (SIR) of electoral rolls and

ensure that their names are duly

registered. The Minister advised

voters to carefully verify their

names in the electoral rolls. If a

name is missing from the draft elec-

toral roll, the voter can file a claim

or objection and seek restoration of

their vote with the assistance of lo-

cal Booth Level Agents (BLAs) and

Booth Level Officers (BLOs), he

said. “Voting is a constitutional right

guaranteed to every citizen. I urge

leaders to pay special attention to

the issue and ensure that no eligible

voter is left out,” the Minister said.

Komatireddy Venkat Reddy

was speaking after paying flo-

ral tributes to the statue of

former Prime Minister Rajiv

Gandhi in Nalgonda town on

Thursday.
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Kathmandu, Aug 20 : The Em-

bassy of India in Nepal and sev-

eral Nepali government agencies

on Thursday signed Memoran-

dums of Understanding (MoUs)

to implement eight projects in the

education, health and agriculture

sectors with Indian grant assis-

tance, the Indian Embassy said.

The eight projects, with a com-

bined estimated cost of NPR 803

million, will be implemented

through local authorities and in-

stitutions of the Government of

Nepal. The projects, selected

under India’s High Impact Com-

munity Development Projects

(HICDPs), will be implemented

in various parts of the country,

according to the Embassy.

The MoUs were signed between

the Embassy of India in

Kathmandu, Nepal’s Ministry of

Land Management, Coopera-

tives, Federal Affairs and Gen-

eral Administration, and the

project implementing agencies

of the Nepali government.

The projects include the

digitalisation of B P Koirala In-

stitute of Health and Sciences

(BPKIHS) in Dharan, Sunsari

District; construction of a Krishi

Utpadan Sankalan Tatha Bikri

Kendra in Temkemaiyung Rural

Municipality, Bhojpur District;

and construction of a Municipal

Agricultural and Livestock Cen-

ter Building in Jwalamukhi Ru-

Nepal: Eight community
projects to be implemented with Indian assistance

ral Municipality, Dhading District.

Similarly, the projects include

construction of the building of

Belbari Multiple Campus in

Belbari Municipality, Morang

District; a 10-bed hospital in

Dungeshwor Rural Municipality,

Dailekh District; an Agriculture

Promotion Centre in Sarkegad

Rural Municipality, Humla Dis-

trict; a cold store in Kaligandaki

Rural Municipality, Syangja Dis-

trict; and a 15-bed hospital build-

ing in Barju Rural Municipality,

Sunsari District.

According to the Embassy of In-

dia, the projects are aimed at sup-

porting development in priority

sectors, including health, educa-

tion and agriculture.

Since 2003, the Government of

India has undertaken 605 HICDPs

across Nepal, including the eight

projects covered by the latest

MoUs, the Embassy said.

Of the total projects, 512 have

Washington, Aug 20 : A

Texas court has ordered

that life-saving medical

care be provided to a baby

diagnosed before birth

with a serious heart con-

dition, after the state in-

tervened in a dispute in-

volving a surrogate

mother and the child’s in-

tended parents.

Texas Attorney General

Ken Paxton announced

Saturday that his office

had secured the emer-

gency order in a Dallas

County parentage case

involving the unborn

child, identified as baby

Gabriel. The child has

been diagnosed in utero

with hypoplastic left heart

syndrome, which requires

surgical intervention

shortly after birth, accord-

ing to the Texas Attorney

General’s Office.

The surrogate mother

travelled to Texas to seek

protection and medical

care for the baby.

Texas court orders

care for surrogate baby

Kabul, Aug 20 : The Taliban

regime in Afghanistan on

Thursday responded to the

United Nations Assistance

Mission in Afghanistan

(UNAMA) report on the lack

of transparency and account-

ability in Afghan security in-

stitutions, attributing the cur-

rent secure and stable situa-

tion in the war-torn country to

the work being done by the se-

curity forces.

Zabihullah Mujahid, spokes-

man for the Afghan National

Security Agency, said that

there may be problems in

some cases but activities of

the security forces have re-

sulted in the current ‘security

Working to hold institutions

accountable: Afghanistan on UNAMA’s call for transparency
and stability’ in the country, Af-

ghanistan-based Khaama Press re-

ported.

He was responding to the 38-page

UNAMA's report on Security Sec-

tor Accountability in Afghanistan

which was released on Monday

and examined efforts taken by

the ‘de facto’ authorities since

August 2021 to provide over-

sight and accountability of its

primary security institutions,

while identifying gaps in trans-

parency and actions.

The report noted the steps taken

by the authorities to promote

discipline and oversight, includ-

ing through directives and inter-

nal monitoring units within the

main security institutions and by

establishing new bodies mandated

to address misconduct of security

personnel.

"UNAMA found that while such

steps have been taken, they have

not been accompanied by suffi-

cient transparency on oversight

and accountability measures by de

facto security institutions. These

include by bodies established for

this purpose, namely the de facto

Security and Filtration Com-

mission, the de facto High Di-

rectorate of Supervision and

Monitoring of Decrees and

Edicts, the de facto Ministry

of Propagation of Virtue and

Prevention of Vice (MPVPV)

Commission for Hearing

Complaints, and the de facto

Supreme Court," UNAMA

said in a press statement.

Japan: 11 injured after

fire erupts at elementary school in Tokyo
Tokyo, Aug 20 : As many as 11 people, in-

cluding eight children, were injured after a

fire erupted at an elementary school in

Japan's Tokyo on Thursday, local media re-

ported citing authorities.  Majority of the

injured suffered smoke inhalation at the

school in Kita Ward while two students

broke their arms and a female teacher frac-

tured her pelvis, authorities said. The fire

incident was reported at around 11 am (lo-

cal time), according to the local fire depart-

ment. The fire erupted in a storage room next

to the music classroom of the school build-

ing and the blaze was contained by around

1:45 pm (local time), Japan-based Kyodo

News reported. No sprinkler system was in-

stalled in the room where the fire broke out.

Classes were being conducted when the fire

erupted. Fifth class students, including eight,

who were taken to the hospital were in the

music classroom while firefighters rescued

three students and a female teacher.

The authorities said all students were evacu-

ated to the schoolyard, Kyodo News re-

ported. An 11-year-old boy who was taking

a class when the fire erupted said, "We

called out 'Calm down' with

teachers, but it was very

scary." Earlier in February,

five people were killed after a

fire erupted at a temple in

Yamaguchi prefecture of Ja-

pan.

Local fire authorities received

an emergency call, which re-

ported that fire had erupted at

a two-storey wooden temple in

Shimonoseki, which has a resi-

dential area connected to it,

Xinhua News Agency had re-

ported, citing public broad-

caster NHK. Three buildings,

including the temple's main

hall and residential quarters

were destroyed in the fire.

Indian Navy Chief holds talks with top Mauritian

officials, discusses maritime security cooperation

Port Louis, Aug 20 : Indian Navy Chief Admi-

ral Krishna Swaminathan on Thursday held a

series of talks with senior officials of the

Mauritian government, discussing ways to

strengthen bilateral maritime security coopera-

tion between the two countries.

The officials included Rampersad Sooroojebally,

Commissioner of Police, Mauritius Police Force

and Kan Oye Fong Weng-Poorun, Secretary for

Home and Defence Affairs, Government of

Mauritius.

Admiral Swaminathan also met India's High

Commissioner to Mauritius, Anurag Srivastava,

exploring new avenues for collaboration be-

tween the two countries.

been completed in areas including

health, education, agriculture,

drinking water, connectivity, sani-

tation and the creation of public

utilities, while the remaining

projects are at various stages of

implementation.

The Embassy said the implemen-

tation of HICDPs reflects India's

continued support for Nepal's de-

velopment efforts and infrastruc-

ture enhancement in priority sec-

tors. India and Nepal, as close

neighbours, are engaged in wide-

ranging and multi-sectoral coop-

eration, the Embassy said, adding

that HICDPs are part of the ongo-

ing development cooperation be-

tween the two countries.

 "For over seven decades, India

and Nepal have been partners in

efforts towards shared progress

and prosperity. A key pillar of this

partnership is the High Impact

Community Development

Projects (HICDPs) programme.

I
ndia and Namibia have agreed to strengthen bi

lateral trade beyond a raw-material-based com

position towards value addition, set up investment

focal points and new working groups on pharmaceu-

ticals and services at a two-day meeting between of-

ficial delegations of the two countries, which con-

cluded here on Tuesday.  The two countries have also

identified structured cooperation across exploration,

offtake, processing and downstream beneficiation of

critical minerals such as lithium, graphite, copper,

cobalt, and rare earth elements, in line with Namibia's

priorities of value addition and local employment cre-

ation. The two sides have designated Invest India and

the Namibia Investment Promotion and Development

Board as Joint Trade Committee (JTC) investment

focal points, with a named official on each side, ac-

cording to an official statement issued after the meet-

ing. Closer cooperation has been identified in rail-

ways and rolling stock, solar and wind power, battery

storage, transmission, green hydrogen, biofuels, and

desalination. A dedicated Services Working Group

will also be constituted, which will meet no later than

February 2027 and submit its work plan to the JTC.

Namibian participation has been invited in India's

Special Notified Zones at Surat and Mumbai and in

the India Rough Gemstones Sourcing Show, together

with training support in diamond cutting, polishing

and jewellery design. The first Joint Working Group

under the Memorandum of Understanding on Coop-

eration in the Field of Health and Medicine will be

convened by December 2026, while the Janaushadhi

cooperation agreement with HLL Lifecare Limited is

at an advanced stage of finalisation. A decision was

taken for the continued rollout of the instant payment

system built on India's Unified Payments Interface,

unveiled in Namibia as "WayaMe' on 15 June 2026,

with proposals for a FinTech Cooperation Framework

between the Reserve Bank of India and the Bank of

Namibia. Besides, the terms of reference have been

finalised for the India-SACU PTA and scheduled for

signature on 12 August 2026, with negotiations to

commence within one month of signature and to con-

clude within one year, the statement added.

Cooperation was also taken forward at the session on

agriculture and food security, MSMEs, textiles, tour-

ism, and sports. The Fifth Session of the JTC will be

held in Namibia in 2028 on dates to be mutually agreed

through diplomatic channels, the statement added.

The Indian delegation at the India-Namibia Joint

Trade Committee (JTC) was led by Amit Kumar, Joint

Secretary, Department of Commerce, while the

Namibian delegation was headed by Ndiitah

Nghipondoka-Robiati. The bilateral merchandise

trade between India and Namibia rose to $592.94

million in 2025-26 from $568.40 million in 2024-25,

with India's exports at $349.09 million and imports at

$243.85 million. Trade in services grew by 7.34 per

cent to $380 million in calendar year 2024.

India's engineering exports grew by 124.06 per cent

to $30.24 million, led by motor vehicles and compo-

nents. Exports of pharmaceuticals and medical de-

vices reached $36.50 million, with India being

Namibia's second-largest pharmaceutical source with

a 16.4 per cent share.

India, Namibia agree

to boost trade and investment ties

OPINIONmail
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South Korean President Lee says state's

primary duty is to protect people's lives, safety
Seoul, Aug 20 : South Korean

President Lee Jae Myung on

Thursday reiterated that the

state's primary duty is to ensure

the safety of the people and pro-

tect their lives.

Lee made the remarks in a cer-

emony marking the opening of

the country's first hospital dedi-

cated to treating first respond-

ers. "The primary duty of the

state is to protect its people's

lives and safety," Lee said in a

speech, Yonhap News Agency

reported.

Firefighters are at the fore-

front of carrying out this

duty at accident sites and

in disasters, the president

noted, highlighting that

thanks to their efforts, the

public can go about their

daily lives safely and

peacefully.



US senators
flag student visa delays

Washington, Aug 20 : A group

of 30 US senators on Thursday

urged the State Department to

address delays in student and

exchange visitor visas, warning

that applicants may be unable to

enter the country before the new

academic year begins.  Sen. Alex

Padilla of California, the rank-

ing Democrat on the Senate Ju-

diciary Immigration Subcommit-

tee, led the lawmakers in raising

concerns about the lack of timely

appointments for F, M and J vi-

sas at some US embassies and

consulates. “We urge the State

Department to ensure timely pro-

cessing of F, M, and J student

and exchange visitor nonimmi-

grant visas, consistent with the

approach taken by administra-

tions of both parties in the past,

and to implement other measures

to avoid diminishing US com-

petitiveness,” the senators wrote

to Secretary of State Marco

Rubio. “Specifically, we are

hearing from constituents and

stakeholders that no timely visa

appointments are available for

students at some embassies and

consulates. This only exacer-

bates uncertainty about whether

students’ visas will be processed

in time for them to travel to the

United States to begin their stud-

ies.” The warning could have

significant implications for stu-

dents from India, one of the larg-

est sources of international en-

rolment at US universities. The

letter did not identify the coun-

tries or diplomatic posts experi-

encing appointment shortages.

Astana, Aug 20 : India’s Ambas-

sador to Kazakhstan, Y.K. Sailas

Thangal, on Thursday met Marat

Sultangaziyev, governor of

Almaty Region, in the city of

Konaev and discussed strength-

ening cooperation in trade and

investment opportunities.

“India’s Ambassador to

Kazakhstan, Y.K. Sailas

Thangal, held a fruitful meeting

with the Akim of Almaty Region

in the city of Konaev. During the

meeting, ways to further

strengthen cooperation between

India and Kazakhstan were dis-

cussed, particularly issues re-

lated to expanding trade and in-

vestment opportunities in the cit-

ies of Alatau and Konaev,” the

Embassy of India in Kazakhstan

stated on X. “New directions for

deepening bilateral commercial

cooperation were considered.

Kazakhstan: Indian

Envoy, Almaty

Guv discuss cooperation

Washington,  Aug 20 : Act-

ing US Attorney General Todd

Blanche said on Thursday that

investigators believe the sus-

pect in the attempted attack

near the White House was tar-

geting members of the admin-

istration, as federal authorities

continued to sift through evi-

Suspect targeted administration officials
in attempted WH attack: Acting US A-G

dence gathered overnight.

“This investigation is just over 12

hours old, so we are still actively

examining everything that hap-

pened. As of now, we have col-

lected a fair amount of evidence,

which we are going through,”

Blanche said in an interview with

Margaret Brennan on CBS’s ‘Face

the Nation’. Blanche said the Fed-

eral Bureau of Investigation (FBI),

working alongside local police

and the United States Secret Ser-

vice, executed multiple search

warrants, including at a residence

in California and a hotel room in

Washington where the suspect had

been staying. “We do believe,

US lawmaker leaves seat
empty over deportation of Indian American

Washington, Aug 20 : A senior

Democratic lawmaker has left his

State of the Union guest seat

empty to honour a 73-year-old In-

dian grandmother who was de-

tained and deported by US immi-

gration authorities.

Congressman John Garamendi

said he was dedicating the seat to

his former constituent, Harjit

Kaur, who was deported to India

last year.

“I am dedicating my State of the

Union guest seat to my former

constituent, 73-year-old grand-

mother Harjit Kaur. She is unfor-

tunately unable to attend because

she was cruelly deported to India

in the dead of night,” Garamendi

said in a statement.

President Donald Trump is sched-

uled to deliver the State of the

Union Address.

“This seat is for her and every

person across the country that's

been caged, detained, and killed

at the hands of Trump's secret po-

lice force. Let her empty seat be a

stark symbol of the human cost of

Trump's cruel deportation

agenda.” Kaur, 73, had lived in the

United States since the early

1990s. After her asylum case was

denied in 2012, she complied with

Immigration and Customs En-

forcement (ICE) check-ins in San

Francisco every six months for

more than 13 years.

On September 8, 2025, she was

detained during a routine check-

in and held at an ICE facility in

Bakersfield, California. The fol-

lowing day, she was transferred to

the Mesa Verde Detention Facil-

ity. On September 19, at approxi-

mately 2:00 a.m., she was trans-

ported in handcuffs from Bakers-

field to Los Angeles and flown to

Georgia without notice to her at-

torney or family. Shortly thereaf-

ter, she was placed on a charter

flight to India.

Her whereabouts were unknown

for more than 24 hours. Although

her family had arranged commer-

cial travel and planned to accom-

pany her to India, she was de-

ported without the opportunity to

say goodbye. “President Trump

promised to go after the ‘worst

of the worst’ in his immigration

policy. Yet his administration's

decision to cruelly deport a 73-

year-old grandmother with no

criminal record—who faithfully

reported to ICE every six months

for more than 13 years—is one

more example of the thousands

of individuals across the coun-

try whose lives and families have

been upended by Trump's ICE,”

Garamendi said.

“Unfortunately, this has become

far too common under Donald

Trump's mass deportation

agenda. I dedicate this seat to

Harjit, to her family, and to ev-

eryone affected by this rogue

administration.”

Congressman’s office said dur-

ing her detention, Kaur was

held for hours without a bed or

chair, forced to sleep on the

floor, shackled during trans-

fers, denied vegetarian meals

consistent with her religious

beliefs, restricted from show-

ering, denied access to pre-

scribed medications, and de-

nied adequate water. At one

point, she was given only a

bowl of ice after not receiving

a meal for over a day.

Her attorney said she received

only one of several prescribed

medications and did not see a

doctor or nurse despite re-

peated requests. She had un-

dergone double knee replace-

ment surgery and suffered from

thyroid disease and chronic mi-

graines.

Washington, Aug  20 : US

Secretary of State Marco

Rubio has said he is confident

Cuba will be placed on an “ir-

reversible path” towards a

different future before the

Trump administration leaves

office, describing change on

the communist-ruled island as

a US national interest.

“I am confident that Cuba, by

the time this administration’s

over, before this administra-

tion ends, will be on an irre-

versible path towards a much

different future,” Rubio said in

an interview with The Katie

Miller Podcast released by the

State Department on Thursday.

Rubio, a Cuban American who

has long advocated a hard line

against Havana, cautioned that

any transformation would re-

quire time. He compared the

process with political changes

in Eastern Europe after de-

cades of communist rule.

“You can’t have something in

place for 70 years, it grows

roots, and then think overnight

you’re just going to rip out the

whole thing and put something

Rubio sees ‘much different’ future for Cuba
brand-new into the ground,”

he said. “There’s a transition

that has to happen and a pro-

cess to get there. Eastern Eu-

rope is instructive of that. You

saw it took countries in East-

ern Europe three to five years

to truly become what we know

them to be today. Poland is

probably the best example.”

Rubio did not outline specific

steps the administration

planned to take against Cuba.

He said, however, that the is-

sue remained a priority be-

cause of its implications for

the United States. “So I think

Cuba will be on that path, well

along that path. It has to be,”

he said.

 “But certainly under this ad-

ministration, given the prior-

ity it’s given Cuba, I like, you

never guarantee anything, but

it’s certainly a priority for us

because it’s in our national in-

terest.” Rubio acknowledged

his personal connection with

Cuba but said his approach

was rooted in his responsi-

bilities as America’s top dip-

lomat.

Beijing, Aug 20 : The Interna-

tional Campaign for Tibet (ICT),

an international NGO, has wel-

comed the eight United Nations

special mandate holders' state-

ment, challenging China’s imple-

mentation of its “Ethnic Unity

and Progress Law” as the latest

tool for the Chinese Community

Party to enhance its

“Sinicization” goal of forced cul-

tural and linguistic assimilation

of Tibetans and members of

other communities.

UN experts raise concern

over China's 'Ethnic

Unity and Progress Law'
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based on a very preliminary un-

derstanding of what happened,

that he was targeting members of

the administration,” Blanche said,

adding that investigators were still

working to determine the motive

and whether the suspect acted

alone. Authorities said the suspect

is not cooperating and is expected

to be formally charged in federal

court in Washington as early as

Monday morning. Blanche noted

that additional charges could fol-

low as investigators assess “his

motive, his intent, his premedi-

tation”. The suspect allegedly

approached a security check-

point with “a shotgun, handgun

and multiple knives”, according

to Blanche, and was “appre-

hended and subdued feet away

from breaching the perimeter”.

“That’s a testament to the Se-

cret Service doing their job,” he

said. “He was stopped before he

got anywhere near the Presi-

dent… and that’s the great work

of the Secret Service last night.”

At least 250,000 girls in UK gang raped

overwhelmingly by Pakistanis linked to grooming gangs
London, Aug 20 : At least

250,000 girls and likely more

were subjected to gang rape, traf-

ficking, torture, and coerced

pregnancy over several decades,

with the perpetrators over-

whelmingly being of Pakistani

Muslim heritage and the en-

abling institutions overwhelm-

ingly of the British state, accord-

ing to a 219-page report released

by a privately funded parliamen-

tary inquiry into organised child

sexual exploitation in the United

Kingdom (UK). The Rape Gang

Inquiry, chaired by Reform UK

MP Rupert Lowe and led opera-

tionally by survivor and advocate

Sammy Woodhouse, was funded

by over 20,000 donors. It did not

have statutory powers, however,

it included testimony from sur-

vivors, whistleblowers, politi-

cians, and experts across multiple

public hearings, according to a

report in US-based South Asian

TV network Diya TV. According

to the report, the inquiry was

started as the state and its institu-

tions had "failed catastrophically

over decades." Police, social ser-

vices, schools, the NHS, licensing

authorities, and successive govern-

ments at local and national level

allowed organised networks of men

to operate with what the report

termed as the “active or passive

consent of the British state.” The

report has included the first re-

corded case of Pakistani gang rape

in UK in 1955, when four Bradford-

based Pakistani men were charged

with raping a 15-year-old girl from

Middlesbrough.

Indian envoy, Nigerian

Defence Minister

discuss strengthening

bilateral defence cooperation
Abuja, Aug 20 : In a signifi-

cant move towards enhancing

defence partnership, Indian

High Commissioner to Nigeria

Abhishek Singh met Nigerian

Defence Minister, Christopher

Gwabin Musa,  and discussed

the ongoing progress in bilat-

eral defence cooperation.

In a statement shared on X on

Thursday, the Indian High

Commission in Abuja posted:

“HC Abhishek Singh met H.E.

General Christopher Gwabin

Musa (Rtd.), Honourable Min-

ister of Defence of Nigeria, on

the sidelines of a diplomatic

event today and briefed him on

the ongoing developments in

India–Nigeria defence coopera-

tion."



Assam strengthens
PM POSHAN focussing on child health

Chandigarh, Aug 20 : The

Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)

working committee on Thurs-

day condemned Punjab Chief

Minister Bhagwant Mann for

challenging the authority of

the Akal Takht in public fo-

rums while asserting this was

hurting the religious feelings

of the people.  The working

committee, chaired by party

President Sukhbir Badal, noted

that the Chief Minister was de-

liberately creating fissures in

the Sikh community. It said

there was an overwhelming

feeling in the community that

Mann had not only committed

a heinous crime against the

Guru Sahiban but was com-

pounding his sins by challeng-

ing the Akal Takht, which had

pointed out the same with due

evidence. Giving details, party

leader Daljit Singh Cheema

said the working committee

passed a resolution demanding

the immediate resignation of

the Chief Minister. He said the

committee also discussed how

the Chief Minister was trying

Akali Dal slams Punjab CM for
publicly challenging Akal Takht authority

to cover up his sins by presenting

self-procured reports from labora-

tories within 24 hours after the Akal

Takht ruled that the blasphemous

video of the Chief Minister was real

and was not a work of artificial in-

telligence. “In such a situation,

Bhagwant Mann does not deserve

to remain in his chair for even one

minute more,” he said. Later, Badal

also discussed the issue with

Shiromani committee members.

The members said the Chief Min-

ister had tried to befool the Sikh

sangat by claiming the controver-

sial video depicting him was gen-

erated through artificial intelli-

gence. They said the Akal Takht

only got the video verified forensi-

cally after the Chief Minister

failed to do the same for five

months despite reminders

from the Takht. Meanwhile,

the working committee re-

viewed the organisation struc-

ture with particular emphasis

on the booth-level commit-

tees. The SAD President said

the entire organisational struc-

ture should be complete in an-

other fortnight. The working

committee also took note of

the unprovoked cane-charge

and suppression of demo-

cratic protests by the AAP

government, besides the

complete breakdown in the

law and order situation.

Patna, Aug 20 : The contro-

versy surrounding police ac-

tion against students protesting

alleged examination irregulari-

ties and paper leaks in Siwan

has once again become a ma-

jor political issue in Bihar.

Leader of the Opposition

(LoP) in Lok Sabha Rahul

Tejashwi Yadav targets

Bihar govt over Siwan police action against students
Gandhi has been requested by RJD

leader Tejashwi Yadav to visit

Bihar, as Yadav criticised the state

government and announced that he

will raise the matter with the Gov-

ernor. Speaking to the media, Yadav

said he had not yet received a satis-

factory explanation regarding the

alleged firing during the police.

Gandhinagar/Surat, Aug 20

: The Gujarat government on

Thursday transferred Surat

Municipal Commissioner M.

Nagarajan, more than two

months after the demolition of

nearly 100 homes in the city’s

Nasirnagar area triggered a

probe and scrutiny from the

Gujarat High Court.

According to a notification is-

sued by the General Admin-

istration Department on Tues-

day, Nagarajan, a 2009-batch

IAS officer, has been ap-

pointed as State Project Di-

Gujarat govt transfers Surat civic chief

M Nagarajan amid Nasirnagar demolition controversy
rector of the Samagra Shiksha

Abhiyan in Gandhinagar.

He will replace Ranjeeth

Kumar J., IAS, who has

been transferred and placed

at the disposal of the Energy

and Petrochemicals Depart-

ment for appointment as

Secretary of the Gujarat Elec-

tricity Regulatory Commis-

sion (GERC). Nagarajan’s

post in Surat will be taken

over on an additional-charge

basis by Surat Collector Tejas

Parmar, a 2016-batch IAS

officer.

Chennai, Aug 20 : Bharatiya

Janata Party's (BJP) Tamil

Nadu leaders on Thursday

opposed the adoption of a

resolution by the state As-

sembly, urging the Centre to

abolish the National Eligibil-

ity-cum-Entrance Test

(NEET) for admission to un-

dergraduate medical courses,

saying that the examination is

conducted as per the Supreme

Court order and has benefited

poor students.

However, the Congress and

the DMK backed the resolu-

tion.

Talking to IANS, BJP chief

state spokesperson

Narayanan Thirupathy said:

"Whoever wants to oppose

NEET, they are always hit-

ting the wrong door. They

have to go to the Supreme

Court as under its direction

only, the NEET examinations

are conducted."

He claimed that it is only be-

cause of NEET that poor gov-

ernment school students and

rural students have qualified

BJP opposes TN resolution against

NEET citing SC order; Cong, DMK extend support
for medical education in the

last seven-eight years. "So

NEET is definitely needed for

ordinary, poor and rural stu-

dents," he stressed.

Echoing similar views, BJP

Mahila Morcha national presi-

dent Vanathi Srinivasan said:

"It is based on the Supreme

Court's judgment that NEET

has been implemented across

the country. In Tamil Nadu,

various political parties have

demanded the abolition of

NEET and the new govern-

ment also has passed a reso-

lution similar to many previ-

ous ones, but it is a Supreme

Court order." She noted that

if at all the TVK-led Tamil

Nadu government wants to

modify NEET, it has to ap-

proach the apex court.

BJP leader Tamilisai

Soundararajan said: "Today

one of the Tamil papers has

carried an editorial that Tamil

Nadu students are performing

very well in NEET. So, the

government should not disap-

point the new aspirants.

Chandigarh, Aug 20 : Union

Minister of State (Indepen-

dent Charge) Dr Jitendra

Singh said on Thursday that

the defining feature of the last

12 years of the Modi Govern-

ment has been the equitable

distribution of welfare ben-

efits to every deserving citi-

zen without discrimination

based on caste, creed, reli-

gion or considerations of

vote-bank politics.

Addressing a press confer-

ence here, on the completion

of 12 years of the Govern-

ment led by Prime Minister

Narendra Modi, the minister

said that this tenure has wit-

nessed a fundamental trans-

formation in the delivery of

governance, with transpar-

ency, accountability and tech-

nology-driven implementa-

tion ensuring that public re-

sources reach intended ben-

eficiaries directly. The

schemes relating to housing,

sanitation, healthcare, finan-

cial inclusion, food security,

clean cooking fuel and social

security have collectively im-

Modi Govt has ensured equitable

distribution of welfare benefits: Jitendra Singh
proved the quality of life of

millions of families across

the country, he added.

Welfare initiatives have

reached the last mile through

a saturation-based approach,

ensuring that benefits are de-

livered solely based on eli-

gibility and need, the minis-

ter observed.

Referring to India’s socio-

economic progress during

this period, Dr Jitendra Singh

said that nearly 25 crore

people have moved out of

multidimensional poverty,

reflecting the impact of sus-

tained welfare interventions

and inclusive growth poli-

cies.

He said that the benefits of

development have reached

sections of society that had

remained underserved for

decades, thereby strengthen-

ing social equity and eco-

nomic participation.

The minister said that the

democratisation of resources

and opportunities has en-

abled wider participation in

the development process.

Guwahati, Aug 20 : Assam

Water Resources Minister

Sushanta Borgohain on

Thursday asserted that the

state government would

adopt a zero-tolerance ap-

proach against corruption and

substandard work in embank-

ment and flood-control

projects, warning that even

influential contractors would

face strict action if found

guilty of wrongdoing.

Speaking to reporters here,

Borgohain said the Water Re-

sources Department has been

closely monitoring ongoing

anti-erosion and flood-pro-

tection works across the state

and would not hesitate to

lodge FIRs, blacklist contrac-

tors and initiate other puni-

Zero-tolerance policy against

corruption in flood-control projects: Assam minister
tive measures against those

involved in irregularities.

“Even if a very well-known

or influential person is

found carrying out poor-

quality work, we will take

action. FIRs will be filed

and the contractors will be

blacklisted. Our objective is

to ensure that the depart-

ment remains trustworthy in

the eyes of the people,” the

minister said.
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Guwahati,  Aug 20 :  The

Assam government is expand-

ing its school nutrition

programme with a sharper fo-

cus on dietary diversity and

child health, covering nearly

28.97 lakh children under the

PM POSHAN scheme during

2026-27, Chief Minister

Himanta Biswa Sarma said on

Thursday.

According to Chief Minister

Sarma, the initiative seeks to

ensure that children do not

have to choose between educa-

tion and adequate nutrition,

while strengthening the nutri-

tional support available to stu-

dents attending government

and government-aided schools

across the state.

As part of the enhanced nutri-

tion strategy, the state govern-

ment has introduced a range of

additional measures, including

Nutrition Gardens in schools,

ragi-based health drinks and

additional eggs in weekly

meals.

According to the latest figures,

as many as 43,670 schools

across the state have estab-

lished Nutrition Gardens.

The gardens are aimed at pro-

moting the availability and con-

sumption of locally grown nu-

tritious food while also creating

awareness among students about

healthy diets and sustainable

food practices.

The state has also expanded the

distribution of ragi-based health

drinks, with around 11.75 lakh

children currently benefiting

from the initiative.

Ragi, known for its nutritional

value and rich mineral content,

is being incorporated into the

school nutrition programme as

part of efforts to improve dietary

diversity among children.

Another major component of the

expanded programme is the pro-

vision of two additional eggs ev-

ery week to eligible children.

Around 4.75 lakh children are

receiving the additional eggs

under the initiative.

Chief Minister Sarma said that

the measures are intended to

supplement the existing PM

POSHAN programme and ad-

dress nutritional requirements

through locally relevant and pro-

tein-rich food options.

The Assam government has been

emphasising the need to link

school education with child

health and nutrition, particularly

for children from economically

vulnerable families.

Officials added that strengthen-

ing nutrition support can con-

tribute to improved school atten-

dance, concentration and over-

all learning outcomes while

helping address nutritional de-

ficiencies among children.

The expanded approach also

places emphasis on community

participation through school-

based Nutrition Gardens, en-

abling students and local com-

munities to engage more closely

with food production and

healthy eating practices.

With 28.97 lakh children cov-

ered under PM POSHAN in

2026-27, the state is seeking to

further strengthen the

programme by combining regu-

lar school meals with targeted

nutritional interventions.

The initiatives underline

Assam's focus on ensuring that

nutritional support remains an

integral part of the school edu-

cation system.



Mumbai, Aug 20 : The shares of Signa-

ture Global India Limited on Thursday fur-

ther declined by 2.03 per cent at Rs

1,102.40 during the intra-day trading ses-

sion, as investors remain cautious about

the company’s financial health.

The stock is on a downward spree over

the past week. It has fallen by 14.52 per

cent and 13.84 per cent in the last two

weeks.

Over the past month, Signature Global's

share price has dropped by 2.32 per cent

on the Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE).

The decline extends further over longer pe-

riods, with the stock down 14.58 per cent

in the last three months and 27.89 per cent

in the past six months.

Year to date, the stock has fallen by 18.62

per cent while over the past year, it has

registered a 19.1 per cent decline.

Signature Global’sSignature Global’sSignature Global’sSignature Global’sSignature Global’s
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down 19 pc in 1 yeardown 19 pc in 1 yeardown 19 pc in 1 yeardown 19 pc in 1 yeardown 19 pc in 1 year

Mumbai, Aug 20 : Zydus Lifesciences on Thursday reported a

36 per cent year-on-year (YoY) decline in its consolidated net

profit for the first quarter of the current financial year (Q1 FY27).

The Ahmedabad-based drugmaker said its net profit fell 35.9

per cent year-on-year to Rs 940 crore in the June quarter, com-

pared with Rs 1,467 crore in the corresponding period last fi-

nancial year (Q1 FY26), according to its stock exchange filing.

The pharmaceutical major’s revenue from operations rose 22

per cent to Rs 8,017 crore during the quarter, up from Rs 6,574

crore a year ago. However, profitability came under pressure.

Earnings before interest, taxes, depreciation and amortisation

(EBITDA) slipped 7.6 per cent to Rs 1,930 crore from Rs 2,089

crore in the year-ago period. Consequently, the EBITDA mar-

gin contracted significantly to 24.1 per cent from 31.8 per cent

in the corresponding quarter of the previous financial year. De-

spite the weaker earnings performance, investors appeared

largely unfazed. Following the results announcement, shares of

Zydus Lifesciences were trading at Rs 1,126, up 0.63 per cent.

Zydus Lifesciences

Q1 profit slides 36 pc to Rs 940 crore

New Delhi, Aug 20 : Real es-

tate investment trusts and in-

frastructure investment trusts

in India have expanded rapidly

over nearly six years and could

see office REIT and industrial

&amp; warehousing InvIT

penetration touch 30 per cent

and 10 per cent, respectively,

by 2030, a report said on Thurs-

day.

The rapid surge in the REIT

penetration levels in the office

market is supported by influx

of high quality green-certified

assets, strong occupier demand

India's office REITs
penetration to rise to 30 pc by 2030: Report

and sustained investor appetite, the report

from Colliers said. The existing portfolio

across listed REITs and InvITs surpassed 195

million sq ft with an upcoming pipeline of

roughly 37 million sq ft as of March 2026.

While the office segment continues to domi-

nate with around 84 per cent share in the

operational portfolio of existing Indian

REIT/InvIT, retail and industrial &amp;

warehousing segments are gaining momen-

tum. REITs and InvITs are accelerating the

institutionalisation and democratisation of

India’s real estate sector, driven by rising

investor participation, strong operational

performance of underlying assets, asset ac-

quisition and supportive policies.

New Delhi, Aug 20 : After a

year marked by resilience amid

global headwinds, the outlook

for the Indian textile industry

is increasingly favourable, a se-

nior government official has

said, adding that key Free

Trade Agreements (FTAs),

now in place, are opening sig-

nificant new market opportu-

nities for Indian exporters, en-

hancing tariff competitiveness

and strengthening India’s po-

sition in global value chains.

Neelam Shami Rao, Secretary

(Textiles), emphasised that the

convergence of these trade

agreements with a distinctly

textile-centric Union Budget

creates a timely and strategic

advantage for the sector. With

expanded market access,

policy clarity and focused gov-

ernment support, she stated

Outlook for Indian textile industry

increasingly favourable amid key FTAs: Govt officials
that the industry is well-positioned

to scale up production, attract in-

vestments and deepen its footprint

in global markets. She was ad-

dressing the first post-budget na-

tional industry consultation here,

that brought together senior gov-

ernment officials, industry lead-

ers, financial institutions, devel-

opment partners and representa-

tives from across the textile value

chain to deliberate on implemen-

tation priorities following the

Union Budget 2026 announce-

ments.

The consultation focused on

operationalising two key initia-

tives announced in the Budget --

the Textile Expansion and Em-

ployment (TEEM) Scheme and

the Tex Eco Initiative -- aimed at

strengthening competitiveness,

modernisation, sustainability and

employment generation across the

textile and apparel sector.

According to Rohit Kansal, Ad-

ditional Secretary (Textiles), the

Union Budget has been distinctly

textile-centric, with a strong focus

on employment generation and

manufacturing growth.

He noted that the announcement

of an integrated programme for the

textile sector provides a compre-

hensive framework to align invest-

ments, policy support and institu-

tional efforts across the value

chain. Kansal further under-

lined that the Budget signals

a clear intent to scale manu-

facturing, strengthen domes-

tic capabilities and position

textiles as a key driver of in-

clusive growth and job cre-

ation. Kansal also reaffirmed

the Ministry’s commitment

to a collaborative approach to

translate policy intent into

tangible, measurable results

on the ground.

New Delhi, Aug 20 : India

has launched an anti-dumping

investigation against imports

of a chemical, used in tyre and

rubber products, from China

and Japan which are allegedly

being exported by these coun-

tries at prices that are below the

fair market value of these

goods, according to a notifica-

tion issued by the Ministry of

Commerce on Thursday. The

investigation follows a com-

plaint lodged by Atul Limited

to the Directorate General of

India launches anti-dumping

probe against chemical exported by China, Japan
Trade Remedies (DGTR)

which alleged the flood of

cheap imports of 'Resorcinol'

are causing significant harm to

India's domestic industry. The

DGTR's notification said: "On

the basis of the duly substanti-

ated application filed by the ap-

plicant and having satisfied it-

self, on the basis of the prima

facie evidence submitted by the

applicant, regarding dumping of

the subject goods... the author-

ity hereby initiates an anti-

dumping investigation."

Chennai, Aug 20 : Petrol pump

operators across Tamil Nadu have

threatened to stop accepting UPI

and other digital payments, rais-

ing concerns over bank account

freezes and police action triggered

by transactions later linked to

cybercrime complaints.   The

TN petrol pump dealers threaten to halt UPI payments over account freezes
Tamil Nadu Petroleum Dealers

Association (TNPDA), which rep-

resents around 5,000 fuel outlets

in the state, has sought the inter-

vention of Chief Minister C. Jo-

seph Vijay, warning that the grow-

ing risks associated with digital

transactions are making it increas-

ingly difficult for dealers to con-

tinue offering cashless payment

facilities.

In a letter to the Chief Minister,

TNPDA president K.P. Murali

said fuel dealers were being drawn

into cybercrime investigations

even though they had no role in

the transactions beyond re-

ceiving legitimate payments

from customers purchasing

petrol or diesel. According to

the association, petrol pumps

have no mechanism to verify

the identity of every customer

making a digital payment.

Bengaluru, Aug 20 : B2B e-

commerce platform Udaan is

facing serious financial chal-

lenges despite securing fresh

funds as the company’s revenue

remained almost flat in FY26.

Udaan’s financial woesUdaan’s financial woesUdaan’s financial woesUdaan’s financial woesUdaan’s financial woes
continue despite new fundraise,continue despite new fundraise,continue despite new fundraise,continue despite new fundraise,continue despite new fundraise,
revenue stagnatesrevenue stagnatesrevenue stagnatesrevenue stagnatesrevenue stagnates

Govt asks Meta to align content policies

with Indian laws, tighten deepfake safeguards
New Delhi, Aug 20 : The gov-

ernment has asked Meta to

align its content policies and

enforcement mechanisms

with Indian laws and the

country's cultural context,

while making it clear that it

has not sought any overhaul

of the social media giant's al-

gorithms.  The discussions be-

tween the government and

Meta are expected to continue,

with a strong focus on

strengthening safeguards

against harmful content, im-

proving regulatory compliance

and enhancing transparency

around the platform's content

moderation and recommendation

systems, according to NDTV

Profit report. A key area of con-

cern for the government is the

growing threat posed by deepfake

content. Reports said authorities

have urged Meta to introduce a

"human-in-the-loop" review

mechanism for suspected

deepfakes, ensuring that decisions

on takedowns are not based solely

on automated systems. The gov-

ernment believes human oversight

is necessary to prevent erroneous

moderation actions and improve

accountability. The government

has also conveyed that content

shared by prominent verified ac-

counts should not be automati-

cally classified as deepfakes.

Instead, such content should un-

dergo appropriate human review

before any enforcement ac-

tion is taken, reports said. In

addition, Meta has been

asked to put in place specific

measures to ensure.
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Bejlek stuns Sabalenka in

Cincinnati to reach first WTA 1000 QF
Cincinnati, Aug 19 : World No. 35 Sara

Bejlek registered a major upset at the Cin-

cinnati Open by eliminating Aryna

Sabalenka with a 7-6 (7), 6-4 win over

World No. 1. With a win, Bejlek advanced

to the first quarterfinals of WTA 1000 tour-

nament, earning her first win of a top

ranked player on the WTA Tour  Bejlek is

through to her first WTA 1000 quarterfinal

and just her fifth at WTA level overall, fol-

lowing quarterfinal appearances in Prague

in 2025 and 2026, Abu Dhabi and Athens

in 2026. She is also the only quarterfinalist

at this year's tournament who has not won

a WTA 1000 event. Bejlek started the

match down an early break as Sabalenka

took a 2-0 lead.

India, Iran women's kabaddi team
trains together at SAI Sonepet ahead of Asiad
Sonepat, Aug 20 : Iran

women’s kabaddi team took

part in a series of practice

matches against the Indian side

at the Sports Authority of India

(SAI) Sonepat centre ahead of

the upcoming Asian Games

2026.

The purpose of the six-day

practice camp was to ensure a

valuable cross-border learning

ground for both nations, look-

ing forward to strong perfor-

mances at the games in Aichi-

Nagoya.

The Iranian team arrived in

Sonepat on August 13, playing

practice games against the In-

dian women’s kabaddi team as

well as other local sides at the

SAI campus. The practice

games, while primarily intended to prepare

Iran for the Asian Games, also provided

Indian players with the opportunity to test

themselves against an international side

and gain experience of different playing

styles and tactics.

Iran women’s team head coach

Gholamreza Mazandarani said the camp

had been particularly useful for his young

squad, with more than 80 per cent of the

team changed since the previous Asian

Games.

“For us, it is a very good chance to play

friendly matches, improve the players and

improve our team tactics. We want to show

a better team in the Asian Games. It has

been a good experience for our team be-

cause our team is very young now and we

have changed maybe more than 80 per cent

of the team from the last Asian Games,”

Mazandarani told SAI Media.

‘The crowd was carrying us’: Treesa-Gayatri

embrace home support as World C’ships medal beckons
New Delhi, Aug 20 : Treesa Jolly and Gayatri

Gopichand are refusing to let the prospect of a World

Championships medal alter their approach after the

Indian women’s doubles pair reached the quarter-fi-

nals on Thursday, with the duo crediting the home

crowd for helping them overcome seventh seeds Rin

Iwanaga and Kie Nakanishi of Japan at the Indira

Gandhi Indoor Stadium. The 21-16, 21-12 victory

moved the 39th-ranked Indians to within one win of a

guaranteed medal. But for Gayatri, the pressure of

playing a seeded opponent in front of a packed home

crowd is one she would

rather embrace than

avoid. “I think getting

on court, definitely

there's a little pressure,

but it's the kind of pres-

sure you enjoy because

you're playing in Delhi.

So I think yeah, even in

the first set we were

down 13-16.

‘Takes a lot of effort to stay for long’:

Jadeja reflects on memories of Galle 2017 win
Galle, Aug 20  : Veteran left-arm spin bowling

all-rounder Ravindra Jadeja has expressed

deep gratitude for his ongoing decade-plus stint

with the Indian team, adding that sustaining a

long career at the highest level requires im-

mense hard work and perseverance.

Jadeja took four wickets in India’s recent 165-

run win over Sri Lanka at the Galle Interna-

tional Stadium, which propelled the visitors to

take a 1-0 lead in the ongoing two-game series.

He was in the reflective tone when shown a pic-

ture of him being a part of the Indian team

winning the 2017 Galle Test, where he grabbed

a six-for match haul.“Yes, it's from here. Bar-

ring the colour which has changed, the rest is

the same. The last series we played here was in

2017. Obviously playing for India for 10 years

means a lot because it takes a lot of effort to

stay for a longer period of time.

MLS: Messi scores as Inter

Miami draw 2-2 with Philadelphia Union
Chester, Aug 20 : Inter Miami CF

secured a point with a 2-2 draw on

the road against the Philadelphia

Union in MLS regular season action.

Daniel Pinter and captain Leo Messi

scored the team’s goals tonight at

Subaru Park.  The home side opened

the scoring in the 11th minute

through a goal from Indiana Vassilev.

Inter Miami levelled the scoring in

the 21st minute through Academy

product Pinter’s first MLS goal.

Messi delivered a ball for Suarez

down the left side of the box, who

redirected the pass with a header to

find Pinter down the middle where

he tucked the ball in from close

range. The assist took Messi’s tally

to nine and Suárez’s to eight. Messi

then turned the match around for the

visitors in the 26th minute with his

13th strike this regular season. The

Argentine maestro received a ball

from Fray on the right end of the box.

Tiafoe upsets Auger-

Aliassime; Paul stuns

Zverev in Cincinnati
Cincinnati, Aug 20 : Frances

Tiafoe notched a milestone victory

at the Cincinnati Open when he

upset second seed Felix Auger-

Aliassime 6-3, 6-4 to advance to his

second Masters 1000 quarter-final

of the season.

Having also reached the last eight

in Miami, it is the first time in his

career that Tiafoe has reached mul-

tiple Masters 1000 quarter-finals in

a single season.

Tiafoe capitalised on Auger-

Aliassime's uncharacteristic lapses

throughout the clash, with the Ca-

nadian committing 37 unforced er-

rors to Tiafoe's 16. Despite landing

only 44 per cent (28/64) of his first

serves, according to ATP Stats, Tiafoe

stamped his authority from the baseline

to return to the last eight in Cincinnati

for the first time since 2024, when he

reached the final. Tiafoe will next play

10th seed Lorenzo Musetti, who earlier

in the day defeated Portuguese quali-

fier Jaime Faria 7-5, 6-2 in 75 minutes.

With the triumph, the Italian advanced

to the quarter-finals at a Masters 1000

event for the first time since Rome last

year. In another match, Tommy Paul

staged an impressive upset in a stop-start

fourth-round quarter-final encounter

with Alexander Zverev.
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Mackay, Aug 20 : Australia all-rounder Cameron Green

believes the team can draw inspiration from their his-

toric 2023 campaign as they prepare for a demanding

international schedule featuring challenging Test tours

of South Africa, India and England, followed by the

2027 ODI World Cup. Australia resumed their World

Test Championship campaign with a disappointing nine-

wicket defeat against Bangladesh in Darwin, but will

have an immediate opportunity to bounce back when

the two sides meet in the second and final Test in

Mackay from Saturday. Green feels the upcoming

schedule bears similarities to the one Australia success-

fully navigated in 2023, when they won their maiden

World Test Championship title and followed it by lift-

ing the ICC Men’s Cricket World

Cup for a record sixth time. "It's

going to be a really tough 12

months. We’ve got the three hard-

est away tours, South Africa, In-

dia and England coming up as

well as a World Cup, so it’s rea-

sonably daunting, but also excit-

ing for this group. We had a pretty

similar schedule in 2023 and had

a really successful year, so we’re

hoping for the same," Green said

in Mackay on Thursday.

Green played an important role in

Australia’s 2023 WTC triumph

and has recently rediscovered his

best form in Test cricket. The 27-

year-old scored a century in the

first Test against Bangladesh,

strengthening his position in

Australia’s preferred XI.

However, Green acknowledged

that maintaining consistency be-

comes more difficult during

lengthy overseas assignments.
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