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PM Modi interacts with 20 space startups,
calls for India to become global space tech hub
New Delhi, Aug 21 : Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi on Friday in-

teracted with CEOs and founders

of 20 Indian space startups at Seva

Teerth here, highlighting the

growing strength of the country’s

private space industry and calling

for greater collaboration to posi-

tion India as a global hub for space

technology.  The interaction

brought together leaders of

startups working across a wide

range of areas, including rocket

and reusable semi-cryogenic

launch vehicle development, avi-

onics, satellites, advanced propul-

sion systems, space and defence

intelligence, space debris removal,

and AI-powered hyperlocal

weather and climate intelligence.

The startup founders highlighted

the rapid progress made by India’s

private space sector and shared

their vision for its future. They

said their companies had invested

significant time and effort in de-

veloping capabilities and tech-

nologies indigenously, while ex-

pressing gratitude for the support

extended by the Prime Minister

and the government. The indus-

try leaders also underlined the

strong ecosystem being created

through government support and

collaboration among companies.

They said their teams were highly

motivated and working with de-

termination to achieve ambitious

goals in the space sector.

Amaravati, Aug  21: The Enforce-

ment Directorate (ED) announced that

it had seized 24 lakh in unaccounted

cash from the residence of Kadapa MP

Y.S. Avinash Reddy.

The ED issued an official statement

regarding the murder case of former

minister Y.S. Vivekananda Reddy on

Friday, noting that it had also seized

the keys to two bank lockers at the

MP's residence.

It recalled that Dastagiri revealed the

conspiracy to murder Viveka had been

hatched a month in advance. It stated

that Devireddy Sivashankar Reddy had

offered ?40 crore for the murder.

The ED stated that Erra Gangi Reddy

had lured Dastagiri with the promise

of a 5 crore share out of 40 crore.

Huge amount of cash seized at

MP Avinash Reddy's residence : ED

Amaravati, Aug 21 : Sowcar Janaki demonstrated

her talent not only as an actress but also as a pro-

ducer. Here are some interesting details about the

two films she produced, their outcomes, and the fam-

ily members who followed in her footsteps into the

film industry. Nasser, President of the Nadigar

Sangam, issued an official statement regarding the

passing of Sowcar Janaki. He announced that her

mortal remains would be kept at Cenotaph Road in

Teynampet from 5 PM on Friday, allowing fans,

friends, and members of the film industry to pay their

respects. Tekumalla Janaki was born on December

12, 1931, in Rajahmundry, East Godavari district.

Sowcar Janaki passes away

PIB, Central schemes

must reach every

citizen : Telangana Governor
Hyderabad, Aug 21 : Telangana

Governor Shiv Pratap Shukla on

Friday stressed the crucial role of

the Press Information Bureau

(PIB) in taking Central Govern-

ment schemes and welfare

programmes to the people. A del-

egation led by  Shruti Patil, Addi-

tional Director General, PIB, in-

cluding Dr. Manas Krishnakanth,

Joint Director, PIB, and K.

Srinivasa Rao, Assistant Director.

Vivek assures polytechnic

students of no

disruption to existing benefits
Hyderabad, Aug 21  : Minis-

ter for SHAKTI (Labour, Em-

ployment, Training & Facto-

ries) and Mines G. Vivek

Venkataswamy on Friday as-

sured polytechnic students that

their existing academic and fi-

nancial benefits would continue

following the decision to bring

polytechnic institutions under

the SHAKTI department. The

Minister visited protesting stu-

dents at Masab Tank Polytech-

nic College in Hyderabad.

India’s steel consumption
likely to reach 192 million tonnes by 2030
India’s steel consumption rose to

149 million tonnes (mnt) in

FY25 and is projected to reach

192 mnt by 2030, at a CAGR of

about 6-7 per cent, according to

a new report....

Jwala Gutta backs revamped Khelo

India Scheme, calls it a Game Changer
Two-time Olympian and former

world badminton championships

medallist Jwala Gutta has backed

the revamped Khelo India

Scheme, describing it as a

“gamechanger” that....

F1 title leader Kimi

Antonelli confirms grid

penalty for home Monza race
Formula 1 2026 title leader Kimi

Antonelli has confirmed that he

will take a grid penalty at his

home Monza Grand Prix...

Telangana CM’s visit to US not given political
clearance as proposed programmes not appropriate : MEA
New Delhi, Aug 21 : The Ministry of Exter-

nal Affairs (MEA) on Friday said that the

Telangana Chief Minister Revanth Reddy’s

US trip was denied political clearance as the

programmes proposed were not appropriate

to the office held and the purpose of the visit

"Let me say that the visits of Chief Ministers,

as indeed those of other dignitaries, are as-

sessed by the Ministry of External Affairs in

order to accord political clearance. The

programme proposed in such cases should be

appropriate to the office held and the purpose

of the visit. In this particular case, that was

not so with respect to the United States. There-

fore, the clearance was denied and

not given. Incidentally, let me also

tell you that clearance was given

for his visit to the United King-

dom," MEA spokesperson

Randhir Jaiswal stated during a bi-

weekly media briefing in New

Delhi.

Earlier in the day, the Chief

Minister’s Office (CMO) of

Telangana confirmed that the US

visit of Reddy has been cancelled

after the permission was denied by

the MEA.

“Although the delegation led by

the Chief Minister was scheduled

to visit the UK and the USA,

Revanth Reddy cancelled the US

leg of the trip after the Centre

informed the state that permis-

sion was being denied on po-

litical grounds.”

Uttam orders war-footing drive

to clear irrigation project bottlenecks
Hyderabad, Aug 21  : Minister for Irrigation and

Civil Supplies N. Uttam Kumar Reddy on Friday

launched a war-footing drive to remove land acqui-

sition and rehabilitation and resettlement (R&R)

bottlenecks delaying key irrigation projects across

Telangana.
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Hyderabad, Aug 21: The

controversy involving

Telangana Congress Minister

Konda Surekha and her daugh-

ter Konda Sushmita has inten-

sified, with more than 15 Con-

gress MLAs and MLCs hold-

ing an emergency press con-

ference at the Congress Leg-

islature Party (CLP) on Friday.

The legislators unanimously

demanded that Konda Surekha

be immediately dismissed

Congress legislators demand
Konda Surekha’s dismissal, expulsion from party

from the State Cabinet and ex-

pelled from the Congress for al-

legedly failing to condemn her

daughter’s remarks targeting

Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy.

Speaking on behalf of the legisla-

tors, Government Chief Whip and

Alair MLA Beerla Ilaiah said it

was “highly strange” for a minis-

ter holding a responsible position

to claim that she had nothing to

do with her daughter’s remarks.

“We strongly condemn the fact

that Minister Surekha has so far

failed to condemn the controver-

sial remarks made by her daugh-

ter Sushmita. If there are differ-

ences of opinion within the party,

they should be raised at CLP or

PCC meetings. It is completely in-

appropriate to make arbitrary pub-

lic remarks targeting the Chief

Minister and the party,” he said.

Narketpally MLA Vemula

Veeresham demanded stringent

action by the party high command

against those making what he

termed “false allegations” against

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy.

He alleged that Konda Surekha

had previously also made inappro-

priate remarks that brought disre-

pute to the party.

“Revanth Reddy and his brothers

worked day and night to bring the

Congress to power in the State.

The Konda family should im-

mediately apologise to the

Chief Minister. Surekha must

be dismissed from the Cabinet

and expelled from the party,”

Veeresham demanded.

Devarakonda MLA Balu Naik

also condemned Konda

Sushmita’s criticism of the

Chief Minister and alleged that

the Konda family was “imple-

menting the Opposition’s con-

spiracies while remaining in the

Congress.” “While good gov-

ernance is being carried out in

Telangana, Konda Surekha is

behaving like an Opposition

leader,” he alleged.

Hyderabad, Aug 21 : The

Telangana Civil Supplies De-

partment has inducted 28 per-

sonnel from the Greyhounds and

Octopus units into its Enforce-

ment and Vigilance wing to

crack down on defaulting rice

millers. Civil Supplies Commis-

sioner M. Stephen Raveendra

briefed the personnel at Civil

Greyhounds, octopus personnel

deployed to curb rice miller defaults
Supplies Bhavan here on Friday.

The teams have undergone

specialised training in departmental

procedures and legal provisions relat-

ing to essential commodities. The per-

sonnel will be deployed across

Telangana for surprise inspections and

intensive field-level enforcement. The

Commissioner warned of a zero-tol-

erance policy, stating that criminal

cases and stringent

legal action would

follow against mill-

ers found violating

government regula-

tions. The depart-

ment highlighted the

record 154 lakh met-

ric tonnes of paddy

procured during

KMS 2025-26, with

the State spending

around Rs.40,000

crore on procure-

ment.

Hyderabad, Aug 21  : TGSPDCL will intro-

duce a Customer Relationship Manager

(CRM) system to provide industrial consum-

ers with a single point of contact for power

supply and service-related issues, CMD Jitesh

V. Patil, IAS, said at an FTCCI stakeholders’

meeting here. The guidelines for appointing

Assistant Divisional Engineers as CRMs are

expected within a month. TGSPDCL will also

provide a dedicated email facility for indus-

tries to register and track complaints.

The CMD directed officials to address fre-

quent power interruptions reported by indus-

tries in Mallapur, Keesara, Balanagar,

Shadnagar and Toopran. The utility will also

share grid maps with FTCCI to help indus-

tries identify the nearest substations while

seeking new connections.

Key issues concerning Open Access, solar

power, PM-KUSUM, wheeling and banking

charges, TOD charges and EV charging in-

frastructure were discussed. TGSPDCL

agreed to examine several representations,

including the annual application of the 19%

CUF requirement under PM-KUSUM PPAs

and concerns over ABT meter settings. The

meeting also reviewed a proposed One-Time

Settlement (OTS) scheme for long-pending

dues, which is currently under consideration

with the Chief Secretary.  The 5th FTCCI

Stakeholders’ meeting, organised by its En-

ergy Committee, brought together industry

representatives and TGSPDCL officials to

address operational and regulatory issues af-

fecting industrial and commercial consumers.

Vinod Kumar Agarwal, Vice President,

FTCCI; Sushil Kumar Sancheti, Chair, En-

ergy Committee, FTCCI; Co-Chairs, Advisors

and Members of the Energy Committee; offi-

cials from TGSPDCL; and representatives

from industry participated in the meeting.

TGSPDCL sets up

single-window support for industries

Panchayat secretary

caught taking Rs.13,000 bribe in Mancherial
Mancherial, Aug 21  : ACB officials from Adilabad

caught Smt. J. Varalaxmi, Panchayat Secretary of

Lingayipalli village in Jannaram mandal, Mancherial

district, red-handed while accepting a Rs.13,000 bribe

for granting permission to construct a house and al-

lotting a house number. The accused officer had ini-

tially demanded Rs.20,000 from the complainant but

later agreed to accept Rs.13,000 following negotia-

tions. Instead of taking the money in cash. , she in-

structed the complainant to transfer the amount

through PhonePe to the account of another Panchayat

Secretary,  Lavanya.

Four Telangana Karate athletes selected for Asian Championship
Hyderabad, Aug 21  : Four karate athletes from

Telangana have been selected to represent India at

the prestigious 2026 AKF Cadet, Junior & U-21

Asian Karate Championship to be held in Amman.
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Revanth visits Oxford University,

explores global education partnerships
Hyderabad, Aug 21  : Chief

Minister A. Revanth Reddy

arrived at Oxford University,

the world’s oldest English-

speaking university, with a

history spanning over 900

years, on Friday as part of

his official international

tour.

 As part of the visit, the

Chief Minister and his high-

level delegation visited the

Blavatnik School of Govern-

ment, one of the youngest and

most prestigious public

policy institutions under the

Oxford umbrella.

The Telangana delegation,

which included Ex-Officio

Special Chief Secretary K.

Ramakrishna Rao among

other senior officials.

Jwala Gutta backs revamped

Khelo India Scheme, calls it a Game Changer
Hyderabad, Aug 21 : Two-

time Olympian and former

world badminton champion-

ships medallist Jwala Gutta has

backed the revamped Khelo

India Scheme, describing it as

a “gamechanger” that was

“long overdue” and capable of

transforming the face of sports

in India. Speaking at a media

briefing in Hyderabad on Friday,

Gutta said the new scheme’s fo-

cus on grassroots development,

sustainability and athlete support

would give parents greater confi-

dence in encouraging their chil-

dren to take up sport. “I am a gov-

ernment product myself and with-

out its support I would not have

achieved whatever I have as a

player. In its new avatar, the Khelo

India Scheme looks extremely

promising”, she added.

Dr A. Sonibala Devi, the vice-

chairperson and managing direc-

tor of the Sports Authority of

Telangana (SAT), Shri Vishnu

Sudhakaran, the regional director

of the Sports Authority of India

(SAI), Bengaluru and Ms S. Hima

Bindu, a SAI deputy director

based in Delhi, were also present.

The 2026–31 Khelo India Scheme

has an outlay of Rs.29,054 crore,

an eight-fold increase over the pre-

vious allocation, and targets a ten-

fold rise in the number of athletes

supported.

SAI Deputy Director S. Hima

Bindu said the scheme seeks to

create a structured pathway from

grassroots participation to Olym-

pic excellence. It envisages a sci-

entific and technology-enabled

talent identification system

through Khelo India Utkrishta

Vidyalayas, feeder schools

and Khelo India Centres,

along with a strengthened

academy and coaching eco-

system.

Telangana is among the key

beneficiaries.

As many as 33 Khelo India

Centres have been notified in

the State, supporting more

than 601 athletes under Past

Champion Athletes. A Khelo

India State Centre of Excel-

lence is also operational in

Medchal-Malkajgiri, where

254 athletes are being sup-

ported in rowing,

weightlifting and fencing.

Nineteen Khelo India Accred-

ited Academies have been no-

tified across disciplines in-

cluding athletics, gymnastics,

shooting, badminton, table

tennis, cycling, tennis and

football. Under the Sports for

Women initiative, 127

ASMITA leagues have been

conducted in Telangana.

Proposals for the beautification of Sinare Kala Mandiram must be prepared : District Collector Garima Agrawal
Rajanna Sircilla

(Vemulawada), Aug  21: Dis-

trict Collector Garima Agrawal

has directed officials to prepare

proposals for the beautification

of Sinare Kala Mandiram in

Vemulawada town. On Friday,

the District Collector inspected

both the interior and the premises

of the Sinare Kala Mandiram

building.

She instructed officials to draft

comprehensive proposals cover-

ing the building’s beautification,

lighting, seating arrangements,

sound system, and the provision

of basic amenities.

Vemulawada RDO K.S.B.

Kumari, Municipal Commissioner

Lokesh, Tahsildar Jayanth, the

MPDO, TPO Ansar, and others

participated in the inspection.

District Collector inspects Sinare Kala

Mandiram in Vemulawada town.

Students Must Lead the
Way for Positive Change in Society

ggggg Call by Sircilla DSP K. Nagendra Chari

ggggg “Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyan” Aware-

ness Program at Sircilla Agricultural Col-

lege

Rajanna Sircilla, Aug  21:

Sircilla DSP K. Nagendra

Chari urged students to stay

away from harmful habits and

become torchbearers of posi-

tive change in society, noting

that drug abuse severely im-

pacts the future of the youth.

An awareness program

themed “Nasha Mukt Bharat

Abhiyan - Viksit Bharat Ki

Pehchan” (Drug-Free India

Campaign - Identity of a De-

veloped India) was held on

Friday at the Babu Jagjivan

Ram Agricultural College, af-

filiated with Professor

Jayashankar Telangana State

Agricultural University.

Sircilla Sub-Divisional Police

Officer Nagendra Chari and

CI Nageshwar Rao attended

as chief guests at the event,

which was jointly organized

by the college’s Anti-Drug

Committee and the NSS unit.

College Associate Dean Dr. S.

Upender presided over the

program. Speaking on the oc-

casion, the chief guests edu-

cated the students about the

physical, mental, social, and

academic adverse effects of

drug abuse. They advised the

youth to shun drugs and adopt a

healthy, responsible lifestyle.

Speaking on the occasion, CI

Nageswar Rao urged everyone to

remain vigilant against drug abuse

and addiction, advising the youth

to safeguard their futures and raise

awareness among others.

Dr. S. Upender, Associate Dean of

the Agricultural College, stated

that a healthy youth population

forms the strong foundation of a

developed India; he encour-

aged students to say “no” to

drugs and choose a healthy

lifestyle.

Students, NSS volunteers,

and college staff took a col-

lective pledge to stay away

from drugs, create aware-

ness in society about the

harmful effects of substance

abuse, and contribute their

best towards building a drug-

free society.

Frankfinn wins three THSC awards; TG Tightens crackdown on Rice Millers
Hyderabad, Aug 21 : Frankfinn

Institute of Air Hostess Training

has won three prestigious Train-

ing Partner Awards at the Tour-

ism and Hospitality Skill

Council’s (THSC) Connect 2026

conference in New Delhi.

Frankfinn was recognised for High-

est training centre affiliation, Pri-

vate funded short-term training and

Highest enrolment in training of

trainers. THSC CEO Rajan

Bahadur presented the awards to

Frankfinn Group COO Sudhir

Malhotra at the event held

at the India Habitat Centre

on August 20. The latest

honours add to Frankfinn’s

record of five earlier Best

Training Partner awards

from THSC.

Hyderabad, Aug 21 : Telangana

BJP president N Ramchander

Rao on Friday accused the Con-

gress of unnecessarily

politicising the denial of politi-

cal clearance for Chief Minister

A. Revanth Reddy’s proposed

US visit.

Talking to media persons at the

state BJP office here, Rao said

there was no political angle to the

Centre’s decision and pointed

out that permission had already

been granted to officials accom-

panying the Chief Minister to

pursue investment meetings and

agreements.

He said the Ministry of External

Affairs considers several factors,

including the purpose of a visit,

diplomatic and security consid-

erations, protocol and other regu-

latory requirements, before

granting political clearance.

Rao cited instances during the

UPA regime when foreign visits

proposed by then Assam Chief

Minister Tarun Gogoi and

Jharkhand Chief Minister Arjun

Munda were denied clearance.

He urged the Congress to avoid

politicising the issue. He recalled

how Congress MPs and leaders

conspiratorially wrote letters to

deny a US visa to Narendra

Modi, who was the Chief Min-

ister of Gujarat at the time.

BJP hits out at

Cong over CM's

foreign trip clearance
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Cairo, Aug 21 : Sripriya Ranganathan, Sec-

retary (Consular of Passport and Visa and

Overseas Indian Affairs) at the Ministry of Ex-

ternal Affairs (MEA), highlighted the priori-

ties of India's BRICS 2026 Chairship at the

India-Egypt BRICS Partnership Conference.

"Sripriya Ranganathan addressed the Inaugu-

ral Session of the India-Egypt BRICS Part-

nership Conference, organised by the Indian

Embassy in Egypt in collaboration with the

Indian Council of World Affairs, at the Dip-

lomatic Club in Cairo," the Indian Embassy

in Egypt said on social media platform X on

Friday. "Secretary Ranganathan highlighted

the priorities of India's BRICS 2026 Chairship

and underscored how India-Egypt Strategic

Partnership provides a strong foundation for

closer cooperation within BRICS and for ad-

vancing the priorities of the Global South," it

added. Secretary Ranganathan is on an offi-

cial visit to Egypt, Palestine and Lebanon from

August 16-21.

According to the MEA, during her visit, Sec-

retary Ranganathan will meet her counterparts

MEA Secretary highlights priorities

of India's chairship at BRICS conference
and various stakeholders. "The

visit will focus on reinforcing

India's friendly ties with these

countries and also offer an op-

portunity for discussions on

regional developments and

other issues of mutual inter-

est," the Ministry said. It also

noted that Secretary

Ranganathan will deliver the

keynote address at the inau-

gural session of India-Egypt

in "BRICS: Towards a Stron-

ger Voice for the Global

South", aimed at discussing

ways to strengthen the India-

Egypt partnership within

BRICS. The MEA also men-

tioned that this is the

Secretary's maiden visit to

these countries in her current

capacity and is expected to

further strengthen India's ties

with the region.

Bangladesh measles

outbreak claims eight more lives,

death toll crosses 900
Dhaka, Aug 21 : At least eight children have

died from the measles outbreak in

Bangladesh on Friday, raising the total num-

ber of confirmed and suspected deaths to 902

this year, amid an escalating health crisis in

the country, local media reported.

According to the Directorate General of

Health Services (DGHS), the deaths were

reported in the 24 hours leading up to Sat-

urday morning. The latest eight fatalities

from the disease were identified as sus-

pected, Bangladeshi media outlet UNB re-

ported. Reports suggest that while the num-

ber of confirmed deaths remained at 99, the

total number of suspected deaths climbed

to 803. The DGHS recorded a total of 728

new suspected measles cases during the 24-

hour period, bringing the overall tally of sus-

pected cases to 141,776

Additionally, 70 new confirmed cases were

reported, increasing the total to 17,800 dur-

ing the same period.

As Bangladesh continues to witness a sharp

increase in measles cases, a leading inter-

national advocacy group recently described

the 2026 outbreak as one of the country’s

worst public health crises in recent history,

highlighting the concern that the disease is

preventable through vaccination.

Punjab transfers
12 IPS officers in major police reshuffle
Chandigarh, Aug 21 : The

Punjab government has or-

dered a significant adminis-

trative reshuffle in the state

police department, transfer-

ring and reassigning 12 Indian

Police Service (IPS) officers.

The orders, issued by the De-

partment of Home Affairs

(Home-I Branch) on Friday,

take effect immediately on

administrative grounds.

According to the release, V

Neeraja, IPS (1994), has been

posted as SAS Nagar Special

Director General of Police

(DGP). She moves from the

post of Special DGP (Cyber

Crime).

Rajesh Kumar Jaiswal, IPS

(1997), who was serving as ADGP

with additional charge of ADGP

(Jails), has been appointed ADGP

(Cyber Crime) at SAS Nagar. He

will continue to hold the addi-

tional charge of ADGP (Jails) in

Punjab and Chandigarh.

Nanak Singh, IPS (2011), DIG

(Ropar Range), has been posted

as DIG (Internal Vigilance Cell)

at Punjab and Chandigarh. He will

also retain the additional charge

of DIG (Ropar Range).

Among other key changes, Vatsala

Gupta, IPS (2016), has been ap-

pointed AIG (Personnel-II) in

Punjab and Chandigarh against a

vacant post. She was earlier Com-

mandant of the 27th Battalion of

Punjab Armed Police (PAP) at

Jalandhar, with additional charges

of AIG (ANTF), Ludhiana, and

AIG (ARP &amp; SDRF),

Jalandhar.

Pragya Jain, IPS (2017), previ-

ously Punjab AIG (Law and Or-

der), has been posted as AIG

(ANTF) (Ludhiana Range). She

will also hold the additional

charge of AIG (Internal Security)

in Punjab and Ludhiana, relieving

Vatsala Gupta of that responsibil-

ity.  In the Deputy Commis-

sioner of Police rank, Arvind

Meena, IPS (2020), SP (Head-

quarters) at Ropar, has been

appointed DCP (Law and Or-

der) at Ludhiana, against a va-

cant post.

Akarshi Jain, IPS (2020),

Jalandhar ADCP, has been

posted as DCP (Headquarters)

at Amritsar against a vacant

post.

Jasroop Kaur Batth, IPS

(2020), Amritsar ADCP, has

been transferred as Jalandhar

DCP (Law and Order).

Aditya S Warrier, IPS (2020),

SP (Investigation), Amritsar

Rural, has been appointed DCP

(City), Jalandhar.

Jayant Puri, IPS (2021), has

been shifted from ADCP (In-

vestigation), Jalandhar, to

ADCP (Investigation).

Former Chadian Prime Minister calls

for forgiveness after presidential pardon

India, Turkey should share production value

chains instead of competing for entire factories

I
ndia and Turkey should focus on dividing pro

duction tasks across shared value chains rather

than competing to own entire factories, a new

report has said, pointing to the lost opportunity when

both countries pursue the same industry and com-

pete for multinational orders.  The report from India

Narrative argued that sectors such as automotive elec-

tronics, railway equipment, renewable-energy com-

ponents, machinery parts and industrial software of-

fer realistic opportunities for collaboration if both

countries divide production across value chains.

“Partnerships should share value chains, not com-

pete for investment announcements,” the report said,

warning that incentives programmes in both coun-

tries risk becoming an expensive contest to "persuade

the same multinational groups to place an entire plant

on one side rather than the other."

India on March 30 approved 29 proposals under its

Electronics Components Manufacturing Scheme cov-

ering items such as flexible printed circuit boards,

connectors, heat sinks, lithium-ion cells and rare-earth

magnets. Turkey’s HIT-30 programme targets many

of the same industries with support packages includ-

ing $5 billion for electric vehicles, $4.5 billion for

batteries and $5 billion for semiconductors, the re-

port said, flagging an unnecessary competition.

Turkey already hosts around 1,100 automotive com-

ponent suppliers and exported roughly three-quarters

of its vehicle output in 2025, while India offers a much

larger domestic market, expanding electronics capac-

ity and incentive programmes to deepen localisation.

The publication noted that assets in both countries

are complementary only if cooperation goes beyond

one giant joint venture in one country.

As a practical first step, the report recommended start-

ing with automotive electronics, with Indian firms

producing flexible circuits or sensor assemblies while

Turkish partners supply tooling, housings or thermal-

management parts.

The division should come from considerations related

to cost, capability and buyer audits rather than a dip-

lomatic assumption that India has software-related

capabilities and Turkey has hardware expertise.

“Renewable energy makes the risk of duplication

clearer. India reported 172 GW of solar-module manu-

facturing capacity by March 2026. Turkey is support-

ing solar cells, wind-turbine components and batter-

ies through HIT-30,” the report said. The publication

warned that building two protected supply chains for

every technology may produce excess capacity in the

same low-margin stages.

Yaounde, Aug 21 : Former Chadian Prime Minister and

opposition leader Succes Masra called for forgiveness and

reconciliation hours after being freed from prison under a

presidential pardon.

Masra was released on Friday and spoke to supporters at

the headquarters of his party, The Transformers, in the

capital N'Djamena, in the early hours of Saturday, around

1:50 a.m. local time.

"With an open heart, we forgive all those who have

wronged us. We must forgive," Masra told the crowd, add-

ing that he held no grudges, Xinhua News Agency reported.

Chadian President Mahamat Idriss Deby Itno has signed

two decrees granting presidential pardons to nine political

leaders and partial sentence reductions to other convicts

across the country, the presidency said Friday morning.

Masra was among nine politicians granted clemency. He

was sentenced to 20 years in prison and ordered to pay 1

billion CFA francs (about 1.76 US dollars) in damages.

Eight leaders of the Consultation Group of Political Ac-

tors, including party presidents and secretaries-general,

have also been pardoned following requests submitted to

the head of state.

While the decision, initially announced by Mahamat Deby

on August 10 on the eve of Chad's Independence Day, lifts

the prison sentences, authorities said it does not cancel

civil penalties, which remain enforceable.

“Chad has suffered too much from the hor-

rors of war and division," as well as inter-

communal conflicts "that sow death and

grief," Mahamat said in an address to the

nation on the eve of Independence Day,

noting that the country's future depends on

"its ability to remain united and stand to-

gether" despite the challenges it faces.

Masra, president of Chad's opposition po-

litical party The Transformers, served as

prime minister of the transitional govern-

ment from January to May 2024. He was

arrested in May 2025 and sentenced in Au-

gust 2025 for "inciting hatred and revolt"

and complicity in murder.

Thanking Mahamat Deby for the pardon,

Masra said he was ready to work with the

government on reforms.
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Ambassador Kwatra hails

Indian diaspora's role in US ties
Washington, Aug 21: India's Ambassador to the

United States, Vinay Mohan Kwatra, on Friday

praised the Indian diaspora for its contribution to

India's development and the strengthening of In-

dia-US relations.

Kwatra spoke to IANS as the Indian Embassy

marked India's 80th Independence Day at India

House in Washington.

The celebrations included the hoisting of the

Tricolour, cultural performances and recognition

of young winners of painting and quiz competi-

tions. "Today is a great day for all of us, all the

Indians here, Indian diaspora, everywhere in the

world, particularly in the United States," the In-

dian envoy to US said. "Last eight decades of our

independence have been a great story of success

and achievement, and have set ourselves up for

our goal of achieving Viksit Bharat by 2047,"

Kwatra added. Viksit Bharat is India's goal of

becoming a developed nation by 2047, the cente-

nary of its independence. The Indian Ambassa-

dor to US placed the diaspora at the centre of that

effort. He also underlined its role in building ties

between New Delhi and Washington. "I want to

congratulate the members of the Indian diaspora

who have been making remarkable contributions

in the journey, not just of India, but also of In-

dia-US relationship," Kwatra said.

"Strong India, developed India," he added.

As part of the ceremony, Kwatra read out the

address of President Droupadi Murmu.

President Murmu praised Indians at home and

abroad for contributing to nation-building and

enhancing the country's standing on the global

stage. She highlighted India's economic

progress, digital infrastructure and expanding

physical connectivity.



Trump says he instructed Pentagon chief to
'substantially' reduce South Korea-US military drills

Dhaka, Aug 21 : Amid

mounting concerns over cus-

todial deaths of Awami

League members in

Bangladesh, a leader of the

party's youth wing, Jubo

League, died in Chattogram

Central Jail, local media re-

ported.  According to the jail

authorities, the deceased,

Nurul Alam, fell ill at

Chattogram Central Jail on

Friday. He was subsequently

taken to Chittagong Medical

College Hospital, where doc-

tors pronounced him dead.

Nurul was arrested on June

23 in connection with a case

registered under the Explo-

sive Substances Act at

Satkania Police Station back

in 2024, Bangladeshi daily

BNP turning B'desh prisons into death traps:

Awami League after youth wing leader dies in custody
Prothom Alo reported. This

latest incident came just days

after another Awami League

activist allegedly died fol-

lowing torture in police cus-

tody, sparking widespread

condemnation and renewed

concerns over custodial

deaths in the country.

Condemning the death of

Nurul, the Awami League

accused the ruling

Bangladesh Nationalist Party

(BNP) government of turning

prisons into "death traps,"

drawing parallels with condi-

tions during the rule of

former President and BNP

founder Ziaur Rahman.

"A prison is not supposed to

be a person's final destina-

tion.

New Delhi, Aug 21 : India and

the United States discussed ways

to deepen bilateral technological

cooperation, with a focus on

semiconductor manufacturing,

artificial intelligence (AI),

trusted supply chains and criti-

cal minerals, during a high-level

meeting in Washington, it was

announced on Friday.

In a post on social media plat-

form X, the Embassy of India in

Washington said that Secretary

of the Ministry of Electronics

and Information Technology

(MeitY), S. Krishnan, met US

Under Secretary of State Jacob

S. Helberg to explore avenues to

expand cooperation in key tech-

nology sectors. "MeitY Secre-

tary S. Krishnan met with US

Under Secretary of State Jacob

S. Helberg to deepen bilateral

technological cooperation," the

Embassy said in the post.

India, US discuss deeper

cooperation in semiconductors,

AI and critical minerals

Indian envoy to Canada meets Speaker of
House of Commons, discusses parliamentary cooperation
Ottawa, Aug 21 : In a bid to

boost India-Canada parliamen-

tary ties, Indian High Commis-

sioner to Canada Dinesh K.

Patnaik met Canadian Speaker

of the House of Commons,

Francis Scarpaleggia and dis-

cussed shared democratic val-

ues along with avenues for fu-

ture cooperation between the

two countries.

India is also set to host a del-

egation led by Speaker

Scarpaleggia during the 28th Con-

ference of Speakers and Presiding

Officers of Parliaments of Com-

monwealth Countries (CSPOC)

slated.

"High Commissioner Dinesh K.

Patnaik met with the Speaker of

the House of Commons Francis

Scarpaleggia today to discuss ad-

vancing India-Canada parliamen-

tary ties. Productive exchange on

shared democratic values and fu-

ture collaboration. India looks for-

ward to welcoming a delegation

led by the Speaker at the 28th

CSPOC next month," the Indian

High Commission in Ottawa

posted on X on Thursday (Indian

time). On Wednesday, Patnaik

held a productive meeting with

Lena Metlege Diab, Canadian

Minister of Immigration, Refu-

gees and Citizenship, where the

two sides explored ways to deepen bilat-

eral cooperation between India and Canada.

The talks also covered immigration pro-

cesses, student-related issues, and a deeper

understanding of respective systems.

United Nations, Aug 21 : The only way to bet-

ter the lives of hundreds of millions of people

living in poverty is to massively increase en-

ergy production, according to US Energy Sec-

retary Chris Wright.  At a briefing on “Energy,

Critical Minerals, and Security” on Friday, he

invoked the problems faced by the poor in the

Global South as he criticised “aggressive cli-

mate policies” and expounded on President

Donald Trump’s administration's gospel of “en-

ergy abundance”.

Looking around the Security Council chamber,

he said that only one billion people in the world

live lives of plenty like those there.

“Seven billion people aspire to the lives we

have,” he said. “The only road from here to there

is massively more energy”.

He gave the example of “two billion people,

one-quarter of humanity today” who don’t have

clean cooking fuels and burn wood, charcoal,

and dung, indoors to cook and heat. “The in-

door air pollution from this alone kills over two

million people, as estimated by the United Na-

tions health agency,” he said.

Massive energy production increase

needed to raise living standards of

global poor: US Energy Secretary

Washington, Aug 21 : Top

American Senators heard stark

warnings about China's acceler-

ating nuclear expansion and its

move toward AI-enabled com-

mand systems, with witnesses

telling lawmakers that Beijing is

proceeding at a "breathtaking

pace" and could fundamentally

shift the strategic balance across

the Indo-Pacific.

The testimony carries significant

implications for Asian security,

including India, as China builds

capabilities that extend far be-

yond regional boundaries.

Marshall Billingslea, the former

Special Presidential Envoy for

Arms Control, told the Senate

Foreign Relations Committee on

Saturday (local time) that China

is now "on pace to deploy as

many operational nuclear weap-

ons, strategic nuclear weapons as

the United States by 2035, if not

sooner."

"They're going faster than we

previously briefed… It is alarm-

ing," he added.

US Senate sounds

alarm on China’s nuclear

surge, AI war risks

UN General Assembly, Security

Council should function as

complementary bodies: UNGA president
United Nations, Aug 21 :  The UN General As-

sembly (UNGA) and the Security Council should

function as complementary bodies, and strengthen-

ing cooperation between the two will boost the

United Nations' credibility and capacity to respond

effectively, said Philemon Yang, president of the

79th session of the UNGA.

In a written interview with Xinhua, Yang said that

within the confines of the powers established by

the UN Charter, when the Security Council is

blocked, the General Assembly should be able to

step in to uphold the UN's credibility and mission,

ensuring a coordinated and effective response to

global crises. Action 42 of the Pact for the Future,

adopted in September 2025, reflects a formal com-

mitment by member states to strengthen the role and

authority of the General Assembly in addressing

evolving global challenges, fully in accordance with

the UN Charter, he said.

The Pact for the Future calls for the reform of the

UN Security Council as a matter of priority and

without delay. By advancing the reform of the Se-

curity Council, through the intergovernmental ne-

gotiations of the General Assembly, it is possible

that the Security Council could become more ef-

fective in fulfilling its mandate.

Washington, Aug 21 : Indian-American

Congressman Ro Khanna, who has not

ruled out a 2028 Presidential campaign,

has said that Democrats need a new na-

tional economic project focused on

workers, reindustrialisation and ensuring

that artificial intelligence benefits com-

munities beyond Silicon Valley. Khanna

stopped short of announcing a White

House bid on Friday. But the California

Democrat presented what he called "eco-

nomic patriotism" as his central vision

for the country.

"For me, I'm most focused on a national

economic vision for this country,"

Khanna told NBC News.

Khanna represents Silicon Valley, home

to some of the world's largest technol-

ogy companies and vast concentrations

of wealth. "It's working for a few billion-

aires in a few places. But it's not work-

ing for people I grew up with," he said.

Khanna added that the Democratic Party

had lost ground by failing to address the

concerns of working-class communities

and areas hit by industrial decline.

"The Democrats' path back out of the wil-

derness is to have a clear national eco-

nomic message," he said.

"We shafted too many communities that

were de-industrialised. We left out the

working class."

Ro Khanna sketches

2028 White House vision

Washington, Aug 21 : US Presi-

dent Donald Trump said Friday

(local time) that he has instructed

the Pentagon chief to "substan-

tially" reduce joint US-South

Korea military exercises, noting

that those exercises are not only

"costly" but also send a "totally

inappropriate and hostile" signal

to North Korea.

Trump made the remarks in a

social media post as Seoul and

Washington are set to kick off

their annual Ulchi Freedom

Shield exercise this week, which

Pyongyang has long decried as

war rehearsals, Yonhap news

agency reported.

Syria's diplomatic outreach

unfolds as it grapples with internal unrest
Damascus, Aug 21 : As Syria's new leadership

ramps up diplomatic efforts with visits to world

capitals, it finds itself simultaneously confronting a

deepening sectarian crisis at home, posing a critical

test of its capacity to govern a fractured country.
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"Based on my very good relation-

ship with Kim Jong Un, of North

Korea, I am not happy with the

fact that the United States has,

long ago, agreed to participate in

Joint Military Exercises with

South Korea," Trump wrote on

Truth Social.

"These exercises are not only

costly, with much of these costs

paid for by the United States of

America (as usual!), but send a

signal that is totally inappropri-

ate and hostile, to a Country

that, as long as Donald J. Trump

has been President, has been

unthreatening and respectful,"

he added. He then noted, "Based

on the fact that it is too late to

cancel, I have instructed Secre-

tary of War, Pete Hegseth, to

substantially reduce the Joint

Military Exercises!" He also

said that he had recently asked

South Korean President Lee Jae

Myung if Seoul would like to

join the effort to denuclearise

Iran, and was told, "No thanks."

He did not elaborate further.

“While somewhat unrelated, I

recently asked the President of

South Korea if they would like

to join us in the Denucleariza-

tion of the Islamic Republic of

Iran, and they said, ‘No

thanks!’” Trump wrote.



Arunachal govt to
enact law to regulate haphazard urbanisation
Itanagar, Aug 21 :  The

Arunachal Pradesh Cabinet on

Friday approved a draft bill to

regulate the haphazard growth

of urbanisation, officials said.

The Cabinet in its meeting,

chaired by Chief Minister

Pema Khandu approved the

introduction of the Draft

Arunachal Pradesh Urban and

Country Planning (Amendment)

Bill, 2026 and it would be placed

in the forthcoming state Assem-

bly session.

The official quoting the discussion

of the cabinet meeting said that in

recent years, Arunachal Pradesh

has been experiencing rapid

urbanisation with 47 notified ur-

ban centres.  He said planning in-

terventions are of utmost impor-

tance to regulate haphazard

growth and development. Consid-

ering the vast geographical area

and accessibility of urban towns

in the state, such measures are vi-

tal to achieve the objectives and

vision of the government.

The proposed bill is aimed to ad-

dress these challenges, the official

said. The Cabinet has also ap-

proved “Arunachal Pradesh Mu-

nicipal Property Tax Management

Rule’ 2025” prepared by the Di-

rectorate of Town Planning, De-

partment of Urban Affairs. The

Property Tax shall be imple-

mented initially in all the Munici-

pal areas of the state.

Rajasthan: Political battle over Yamuna water

agreement escalates as BJP-Cong engage in war of words
Jaipur, Aug 21 : The political battle over the

Yamuna Water Agreement has escalated sharply

in Rajasthan, with the ruling BJP and Opposi-

tion Congress locked in a war of words over

who deserves credit for bringing Yamuna wa-

ters to the parched Shekhawati region.  As former

Rajasthan Chief Minister, Ashok Gehlot, chal-

lenged the BJP government to deliver water on

the ground rather than sign agreements, and

Congress state president Govind Singh Dotasra

dubbed the latest pact a "false MoU", Chief Min-

ister Bhajan Lal Sharma launched a blistering

counter-attack, accusing Congress of mislead-

ing the public and questioning

its moral authority to comment

on development. "Congress

leaders lack an understanding of

even basic concepts like MoAs

and MoUs. Congress possesses

an incomplete understanding

and vision, which is why the

party's image has become tar-

nished across the country," he

said. Citing the Yamuna Water

Agreement and the Kisau Dam

project, he said that historic
New Delhi, Aug 21 : Union

Minister for Communications

and Development of North

Eastern Region, Jyotiraditya

Scindia, on Friday launched

the ‘Cell Broadcast Alert Sys-

tem’, developed with the sup-

port of the National Disaster

Management Authority

(NDMA), under the guidance

of Union Home and Coopera-

tion Minister, Amit Shah.

According to the government,

the advanced system is de-

signed to deliver critical infor-

mation related to disasters,

emergencies and public safety

directly to citizens’ mobile

phones in real time.

As part of the rollout, a nation-

wide test of the system was

conducted successfully earlier

in the day.

During the test, mobile users

across the country received

Govt launches ‘Cell Broadcast

Alert System’ for real-time disaster warnings
'emergency alert messages' accompanied

by a beep sound on their devices, it said.

The initiative is seen as a significant step

towards ensuring swift and effective dis-

semination of information during natu-

ral disasters, severe weather events and

other emergency situations, officials

added.

Earlier in the day, the government tested

the indigenous mobile emergency alert

system across the country to strengthen

preparedness and safeguard citizens dur-

ing natural calamities.

The system is currently undergoing pan-

India testing in the form of flash SMS

messages issued by the NDMA.

“NDMA will test Cell Broadcast Alerts

on May 2, 2026, in your area. On receiv-

ing the message on your mobile phone,

no action is required. Please do not

panic,” the government said in a sample

message. Officials noted that the alerts

were delivered with a loud alarm tone

and a flashing message on mobile

phones.

Gurugram, Aug 21 :  A crime branch team of the

Gurugram Police has arrested three accused with

illegal weapons to commit robbery at gunpoint, po-

lice said.  A senior official said that the team re-

ceived information regarding an attempt by three

suspects to rob passers-by at gunpoint near Laser

Valley Park, Gurugram.  He said that the police team

acted promptly on the information and formed a spe-

cial police team and raided the place, where three

accused were arrested with weapons.

The official identified the accused as Roz

Mohammad, Vishnu Sharma, and Anand Kumar, all

residents of Bihar.  “One pistol, one live cartridge,

one iron rod, one knife, and one torch from the pos-

session of the accused have been recovered. A case

has also been registered against the accused under

the relevant sections in police station DLF Sector-

29, Gurugram,” he said.  He added that during po-

lice interrogation, the accused revealed that they had

also committed four other incidents of theft from

Gurugram: Three arrested with

illegal weapons for planning robbery
Gurugram.  “After examin-

ing the criminal records of

the accused, it was found that

accused Roz Mohammad has

11 cases registered against

him for theft, one case under

the Arms Act in Faridabad,

and one case in relation to

theft in Gurugram, while the

accused Anand Kumar has

seven cases registered

against him for theft under

the Arms Act in district

Faridabad,” he said.

The official said that the ac-

cused will be produced be-

fore the court for further ac-

tion in the case, adding that

the investigation of the case

is ongoing.

New Delhi, Aug 21 : Wanted

criminal Aalok Kumar alias

Yashpal Singh has been brought

back to India from the United

Arab Emirates (UAE), the Cen-

tral Bureau of Investigation

(CBI) announced on Friday.

The extradition was carried out

by the CBI, in coordination with

the Ministry of External Affairs

(MEA) and the Ministry of

Home Affairs (MHA) on Satur-

day, officials said. According to

the CBI, Aalok Kumar was

wanted in connection with a case

registered by Haryana Police for

offences including cheating,

forgery, criminal conspiracy and

use of forged documents for ob-

taining passports fraudulently.

The accused was a key conspira-

tor in a well-organised racket

involved in procuring Indian

passports on the basis of forged

documents and false informa-

tion, officials said. They further

mentioned that several individu-

als with criminal antecedents

were allegedly facilitated by the

accused in obtaining passports.

CBI coordinates return of

fugitive Aalok Kumar from UAE

Delhi Police busts interstate ganja trafficking

network, seizes 183 Kg contraband worth Rs 1.5 Crore
New Delhi, Aug 21 : In a ma-

jor crackdown on narcotics

trafficking under the Govern-

ment of India's flagship Nasha

Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan, the

Anti-Auto Theft Squad

(AATS) of the South-East

District Police has busted an

interstate ganja smuggling

network and seized 183 kilo-

grams of contraband valued at

around Rs 1.5 crore in the il-

legal market. The operation

led to the arrest of three key

members of the syndicate, in-

cluding the alleged master-

mind and owner of the truck

used to transport the narcot-

ics. According to Delhi Police,

the contraband was inge-

niously concealed inside a spe-

cially fabricated secret com-

partment built above the

driver's cabin of a truck con-

tainer. Police said the seizure

has dealt a significant blow to

an interstate trafficking net-

work operating across Odisha.

Lucknow, Aug 21 :  The

Assembly membership of

Abbas Ansari, the elder son

of late gangster-turned-

politician Mukhtar Ansari

and MLA from the Mau

district of Uttar Pradesh,

has been restored.

After the Allahabad High

Court stayed his jail sen-

tence, the Uttar Pradesh

Legislative Assembly Sec-

retariat, on Friday, issued

an order restoring

Samajwadi Party leader

Abbas Ansari's member-

ship. After this decision,

there will be no need for a

by-election on the Mau

Sadar Assembly seat.

The Uttar Pradesh Legisla-

tive Assembly Secretariat

clarified in its order that in

accordance with the in-

structions of the High

Court, the membership of

Abbas Ansari is restored

with immediate effect.

Abbas Ansari's AssemblyAbbas Ansari's AssemblyAbbas Ansari's AssemblyAbbas Ansari's AssemblyAbbas Ansari's Assembly
membership restored, UPmembership restored, UPmembership restored, UPmembership restored, UPmembership restored, UP
Secretariat issues orderSecretariat issues orderSecretariat issues orderSecretariat issues orderSecretariat issues order

Surat/Ahmedabad, Aug 21 : Union Health

Minister and former Bhartiya Janata Party

(BJP) J. P. Nadda arrived in Gujarat on Friday

to attend the concluding session of the third

edition of the Vibrant Gujarat Regional Con-

ference (VGRC) – South Gujarat in Surat.He

is scheduled to address the valedictory

programme alongside Union Jal Shakti Minis-

ter C. R. Patil.

JP Nadda arrives in Gujarat for VGRC

concluding session, meets state BJP chief

Chandigarh, Aug 21 : Former Minis-

ter of State (MoS) for Railways and

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader

Ravneet Singh Bittu has hailed the

sanction of the detailed estimate of Rs

1,419.05 crore for the 39.68-km

Qadian-Beas new broad-gauge railway

line, describing it as a major milestone

for Punjab and a historic development

for the Majha region.  The project was

initially conceived in 1928.

He expressed gratitude to Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi and Union Rail-

ways Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw for

taking forward the long-pending project

and said on Sunday that the sanction

marked a major breakthrough after

years of efforts to revive and defreeze

the railway line. "I personally pursued

this long-pending project and ensured

that the Qadian-Beas line, which had

remained stuck for years, was defrozen

and brought back into active consider-

ation," Bittu told the media here.

Rs 1,419 crore sanction for

Qadian–Beas railway line a major

milestone for Punjab: Ravneet Singh Bittu
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work is being done under the leadership

of Prime Minister Narendra Modi to

ensure water availability for the state. In

a strongly-worded response, Sharma said

Congress should first account for its own

five-year tenure before evaluating the

BJP government's performance over the

last two-and-a-half years.



New Delhi, Aug 21 : Elon Musk

has announced that social media

platform X will make government

requests to remove or restrict con-

tent more visible to users, as part

of a broader effort to increase

transparency around content mod-

eration, recommendation algo-

rithms and official intervention in

online speech.

In a post on social media platform

X, Musk said that any censorship

required by governments is now

clearly visible, signalling the

platform's intention to provide us-

ers with greater insight into ac-

X will make govt content takedown
requests more transparent: Elon Musk

tions taken at the request of gov-

ernment authorities.

“Any censorship required by gov-

ernments is now clearly visible,”

Musk mentioned.

Under the proposed changes, X

users will be able to see when gov-

ernments seek the removal of

posts or request restrictions on

accounts.

The platform also plans to dis-

close details about the agencies

making such requests and, where

available, the legal grounds or jus-

tification cited for the action.

The move is part of Musk's wider

push to make the platform's mod-

eration and content-distribution

systems more transparent.

Since acquiring X, formerly

known as Twitter, Musk has re-

peatedly argued that users should

have greater visibility into how

online content is moderated and

ranked.

According to a report by Crypto

Briefing, X has complied with

between 83 per cent and 98.8 per

cent of government takedown

requests under Musk's owner-

ship, depending on the reporting

period.

449 S. Korean YouTube channels
taken down by Google over political content in Q2
Seoul, Aug 21 : Google shut

down 449 South Korean

YouTube channels in the sec-

ond quarter of this year for

their politically charged con-

tent, a report showed.

According to "Influence Op-

erations Bulletin Q2 2006"

by Google's Threat Analysis

Group, the U.S. company ter-

minated 22 YouTube chan-

nels in Korean in April, 367

more in May and another 60

in June. The largest share

came in May, just before the

June 3 local elections, reports

Yonhap news agency.

Per the report, these channels

were terminated for sharing

content that was either criti-

cal or supportive of the South

Korean government and for

expressing support for or dis-

approval of particular South

Korean political parties or

political figures.

Google had not terminated

any South Korean YouTube

channel between the second quar-

ter of 2025 and the first quarter of

2026. During that span, Google

shut down 9,173 channels linked

to China, followed by 2,083 linked

to Russia. Last week, South

Korea's media watchdog con-

cluded that U.S.-based Google and

Apple violated related laws by

abusing their dominance in their

respective app marketplaces.

The level of sanctions will be de-

cided at a later date, the Korea

Media Communications Commis-

sion (KMCC) said at a regular

meeting. The two U.S. tech

companies are accused of by-

passing the revision to the tele-

communications business act

passed in 2021, which aims to

prevent large app market op-

erators from forcing app de-

velopers to use only their in-

app payment systems. Follow-

ing the revision, Google and

Apple had allowed customers

to purchase apps through a

third-party payment gateway

but imposed a transaction fee

of around 26 percent.

Lalithaa Jewellery’s promoters received

SEBI summons, Rs 58.66 crore involved in legal cases: DRHP
New Delhi, Aug 21: Lalithaa Jewellery Mart’s Draft

Red Herring Prospectus (DRHP) showed that the com-

pany, its subsidiaries, promoters, directors and key

managerial personnel are involved in certain legal and

regulatory proceedings pending before various tribunals,

quasi-judicial authorities and appellate forums.

According to the DRHP filed with the Securities and Ex-

change Board of In-

dia (SEBI), the com-

pany has disclosed

one criminal pro-

ceeding and two tax

proceedings against

its promoters.

Mumbai, Aug 21 : India’s

steel consumption rose to 149

million tonnes (mnt) in FY25

and is projected to reach 192

mnt by 2030, at a CAGR of

about 6-7 per cent, according

to a new report.

The next phase of growth will

be driven not only by infra-

structure but also by higher-

value steel, cleaner production

and better management of

price risks, according to the

Multi Commodity Exchange of

India Limited (MCX) report.

The report further stated that

construction and infrastructure

currently account for 59 per

cent of consumption and are

expected to contribute 60-63

per cent of demand by 2030.

It estimates that the infrastruc-

India’s steel consumption

likely to reach 192 million tonnes by 2030
ture pipeline could unlock another 25-

30 mnt of steel demand as logistics,

financing and execution constraints

ease. The report sees an opportunity

for Indian producers to address the

gap between domestic demand and

supply of higher-value steel.

“India continues to import some ad-

vanced and application-specific

grades even as exports remain con-

centrated in lower-margin products.

The specialty steel Production-Linked

Incentive scheme is helping bridge

this gap, with PLI 1.0-1.2 represent-

ing more than Rs 55,000 crore in com-

mitted investment,” the findings

showed.

The product story is no longer about

tonnes, it is about fit-for-purpose out-

put, said the report launched during

the 'Global Commodity Conclave'

here last week.

New Delhi, Aug 21 :  Online

trading platform Groww on

Friday said some of its us-

ers faced discrepancy in

stock prices, which was a

temporary issue and has now

been resolved.

Earlier in the day, the tech

glitch led to erroneous in-

creases in users' investment

values. Some users reported

seeing their investments.

Some Groww users becomeSome Groww users becomeSome Groww users becomeSome Groww users becomeSome Groww users become
millionaires, others lose moneymillionaires, others lose moneymillionaires, others lose moneymillionaires, others lose moneymillionaires, others lose money
over tech glitch; now resolvedover tech glitch; now resolvedover tech glitch; now resolvedover tech glitch; now resolvedover tech glitch; now resolved

Mumbai, Aug 21 : Indian equity markets are likely

to remain in a cautious consolidation phase next

week, with the Nifty facing resistance around

24,600-24,650 and the Sensex finding immedi-

ate support near 77,700-77,500, experts said on

Friday.  On the Sensex outlook, experts said the

index mirrored the broader weakness and slipped

back towards the psychologically important

78,000 level.

Nifty may face hurdle at 24,600

in next week, Sensex at 78,500-78,800: Analysts

New Delhi, Aug 21 :  In a major

step toward advancing India's ca-

pabilities in secure communica-

tion, the Centre for Development

of Telematics (C-DOT) on Fri-

day signed a memorandum of

understanding (MoU) with Syn-

ergy Quantum India to place the

country at the forefront of drone-

based quantum secure commu-

nications.

This partnership aims to jointly

develop cutting-edge Quantum

Key Distribution (QKD).

C-DOT, Synergy Quantum

to develop key tech

for drone-based systems

50 pc Indian tech professionals
now getting AI training at work: Report
New Delhi, Aug 21 : Nearly

half of technology profession-

als in India are getting some

level of Artificial Intelligence

(AI) skilling support from

their current employers, ac-

cording to a report on Friday.

The report, based on a survey

conducted by job portal

Naukri on National Technol-

ogy Day, highlighted a signifi-

cant trend in India’s tech eco-

system.

The survey, which gathered

insights from over 16,000

technology professionals

across industries, shows that

while self-learning remains a

key pathway, a clear shift to-

ward structured upskilling is vis-

ible.

The report "signals that AI

upskilling has firmly entered the

mainstream,

From freshers to experienced pro-

fessionals, the direction is clear:

the Indian workforce is leaning

into the AI era".

Among freshers, over half of them

reported that either some basics

have been covered or full-fledged

AI training is underway. Cities

like Bengaluru and Gurugram,

long known as tech hubs, are see-

ing this shift firsthand.

Around one-third of professionals

(33 per cent) in these cities con-

firmed that their organisations are

actively training them on AI

tools, the report said.

Given the nature of work in the

IT/Software Services sector,

where tech evolution is part of

daily operations, professionals

in tech roles here are naturally

seeing more structured

upskilling opportunities com-

pared to their peers in non-IT

sectors.

Indian economy has potential to do much

better than China in near future: Jim Rogers
New Delhi, Aug 21 : India is going to be one of

the most exciting investment destinations in the

world and it will certainly be compared to China

and, maybe, even do much better than China in

coming years, ace investor Jim Rogers has said.

In an interaction with IANS, he said that “I have

been around the investment world for decades, and

for the first time in my life, I see that the people in

Delhi understand economics”. “India's rising

again. I think that the people in Delhi understand

what needs to be done and are trying to do it. And

that would be so wonderful for India and for the

world. If India can actually open up and have trade

with the whole world. You cannot believe how ex-

citing India can be in the future,” said the Ameri-

can investor and financial commentator. “I don't

have investments in India right now, but I really,

really want to invest more in the fastest-growing

economy,” he added, adding that if the market goes

down and stays down for a while, “I want to

put more money in India”. India is poised to

become the world’s fourth-largest economy

in 2026 with the country’s nominal GDP ris-

ing to $4,187.017 billion during the year to

surpass Japan’s GDP pegged at $4,186.431

billion, according to the IMF’s latest 'World

Economic Outlook' report. On free trade

agreement (FTAs), Rogers told IANS that

more free trade is better for the world, espe-

cially India. “It will be extremely exciting

for the world, including foreign investors,”

he mentioned. India has signed 13 FTAs with

its trading partners.
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Guwahati, Aug 21 : Assam Po-

lice seized drugs worth Rs 9.5

crore and arrested three drug ped-

dlers, including a woman, in two

separate operations, officials said

on Friday.

An Assam Police spokesman said

that based on credible intelligence

regarding the transportation of

contraband from Silchar (southern

Assam) to Guwahati via the

Silchar--Coimbatore Express

train, a team from Panbazar Po-

lice station was deployed at

Guwahati railway station on Sat-

urday. A female suspect was iden-

tified and apprehended upon the

train’s arrival, he said.

Following due legal procedures

and in the presence of independent

witnesses, the search led to the re-

covery of 20,000 highly addictive

methamphetamine tablets, valued

at Rs 5 crore, one mobile handset

and Rs 1,000 in cash. The ac-

Assam: Drugs worth
Rs 9.5 crore seized, three held

cused, identified as Parvina

Khatun Bibi (31), has been taken

into custody. The detainee is a

resident of Sadialer Khuti village

in West Bengal’s Cooch Behar

district.

In another operation, the Assam

Police on Tuesday night arrested

two drug peddlers at Salchapra

in Silchar in the state’s Cachar

district, and seized 847 grams of

heroin and 4.035 kg of opium

from them.

The total estimated value of the

drugs is Rs 4.5 crore.

Assam Chief Minister Himanta

Biswa Sarma appreciated the po-

lice for the seizure of the drugs.

According to the police spokes-

man, legal actions were under-

taken under the Bharatiya

Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023

and the Narcotic Drugs and Psy-

chotropic Substances (NDPS)

Act 1985.

India must target $10 trillion GDP
to truly achieve Viksit Bharat 2047: Report
New Delhi/Jerusalem, Aug 21

: If India is to realise the vision

of 'Viksit Bharat 2047' in its true

sense, the country will need to

significantly expand the size of

its economy, with the Gross Do-

mestic Product (GDP) required

to reach at least $10 trillion, ac-

cording to a recent report.

Former diplomat Mohan Kumar,

in an opinion article published

by The Jerusalem Post, said that

while India can take pride in be-

coming the world's fourth-larg-

est economy by GDP, its current

economic size remains insuffi-

cient when considered against the

country's enormous population.

"While India can be legitimately

proud of being the fourth-largest

economy in terms of Gross Do-

mestic Product (GDP) in the

world, the fact remains that for a

population approaching 1.5 bil-

lion, the present GDP of $4.5 tril-

lion is a little below par," he wrote.

According to the piece, India can

move towards the $10 trillion tar-

get by undertaking several key

measures, including increasing the

country's share in global foreign

trade, attracting greater Foreign Di-

rect Investment (FDI), and imple-

menting deep and structural eco-

nomic reforms. It, however, stressed

that simply accelerating economic

growth would not be sufficient to

achieve the larger objective of Viksit

Bharat.

The benefits of growth would also

need to reach wider sections of so-

ciety, particularly people at the bot-

tom of the economic pyramid.

"While there is no question that

the GDP must accelerate, that

alone is not enough. Growth must

be inclusive; it must percolate to

the downtrodden people at the

bottom of the pyramid," Mohan

Kumar wrote. He also highlighted

the need to create an economic

ecosystem in which India's young

population is encouraged to be-

come entrepreneurs and job cre-

ators rather than remaining de-

pendent solely on conventional

employment opportunities.

Pune, Aug 21 : Around 40 tour-

ists from Maharashtra's Pimpri-

Chinchwad area who were

stranded in Dubai for several

days returned home safely late

last night, bringing relief to their

anxious families.

The group, which included

former Pimpri-Chinchwad Mu-

nicipal Corporation (PCMC)

corporator Suman Netke, had

been stuck in Dubai due to sud-

den difficulties that disrupted

their travel plans and raised con-

cerns among relatives back

home.

Family members had earlier ap-

pealed to the Centre to intervene

and ensure the safe return of their

loved ones.

Stranded tourists from

Pune's Pimpri-Chinchwad

area return safely from Dubai

Assam flood: Rs 150 crore

interim relief disbursed, says CM Sarma
Guwahati, Aug 21: Assam

Chief Minister Himanta

Biswa Sarma has said that

nearly Rs 150 crore has been

disbursed as interim relief to

flood-affected people in the

state, while directing officials

to expedite the remaining

compensation claims and res-

toration work.  In a post on

Friday on social media plat-

form X, Sarma added that the

remaining eligible relief

claims would be cleared by

Monday, underlining that the

state government was work-

ing to ensure timely assis-

tance reaches every affected

household.

He said the assessment of

flood-related damage across

the state was about 75 per

cent complete, with more than

1,000 surveyors deployed on the

ground to complete the remaining

assessment immediately.

The Chief Minister added that the

administration was simulta-

neously focusing on restoring es-

sential public infrastructure dam-

aged by the floods.

"As many as 793 schools are cur-

rently under repair and will be

made ready for the resumption of

classes, while damaged roads and

other public infrastructure are be-

ing rebuilt on priority," he said.

In Sivasagar, high-capacity pumps

have been deployed and are oper-

ating round the clock to drain wa-

ter from low-lying areas and ac-

celerate the dewatering process.

The state government has also

stepped up health interventions in

flood-affected areas, with health

camps being expanded and au-

thorities maintaining close sur-

veillance for any possible out-

break of water-borne or other dis-

eases following the floods.

Chief Minister Sarma said the

state government had also re-

viewed loan relief measures and

insurance claims related to the

flood damage and urged all eli-

gible affected people to submit

their claims by August 30.

The Chief Minister added that the

administration was mapping com-

pensation and other benefits to

ensure that assistance reaches

every affected household.

"My instructions to officials

are clear: no one gets left be-

hind, speed is non-negotiable,

and there's zero tolerance for

a lackadaisical approach,"

Sarma said.  The latest mea-

sures come as Assam contin-

ues its recovery and rehabili-

tation efforts following wide-

spread flooding that affected

several districts, damaging

homes, roads.

Delhi govt achieves
target of 100 Atal Canteens in 8 months
New Delhi, Aug 21 : The Delhi

government's 'Atal Canteen'

scheme achieved a major mile-

stone on Friday with the inaugu-

ration of the 100th facility, coin-

ciding with the death anniversary

of former Prime Minister Atal

Bihari Vajpayee, an official said.

Former Vice-President M.

Venkaiah Naidu inaugurated 25

new Atal Canteens on Sunday

from the Vishwavidyalaya Metro

Station in the presence of Chief

Minister Rekha Gupta, Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) MP Manoj

Tiwari, Delhi Minister Ashish

Sood, and other dignitaries, an

official statement said.

The scheme was launched on De-

cember 25, 2025, on the occasion

of Vajpayee's 100th birth anni-

versary. Speaking on the occa-

sion, former Vice-President

Naidu said that launching 100

Atal Canteens in Delhi is a highly

commendable initiative.

"Its goal is to provide affordable

and nutritious food to the poor,

slum dwellers, labourers, and

people arriving in Delhi from

various parts of the country in

search of employment," he

added. Naidu emphasised that

this is no ordinary scheme, but a

true example of sensitivity and

service toward the most vulner-

able sections of society.

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta said

that achieving the target of 100

Atal Canteens is a major milestone

for the Delhi government.

"This initiative is a meaningful

tribute dedicated to the spirit of

'Antyodaya' (last mile delivery)

and the ideals of public service

upheld by revered Atal Ji. Atal Ji's

life was devoted to the welfare of

the person standing at the last mile

of society and to the service of the

nation," she added. "Carrying for-

ward those very values, the Delhi

government is striving to ensure

that no needy person is deprived

of respectful and nutritious food,"

she said. She noted: "A canteen

has also been opened on Sunday

near the Delhi University Metro

Station. In this university area, stu-

dents live away from their fami-

lies in hostels and PG accommo-

dations; now students can access

nutritious and affordable food at

this canteen." Public representa-

tives, including Surya Prakash

Khatri, along with senior officials

and staff from the Delhi Urban

Shelter Improvement Board

(DUSIB), were present at the

event.  On this occasion, all guests

dined at the Atal Canteen and per-

sonally inspected the quality of

food and operational arrange-

ments provided under the scheme.

Ahmedabad, Aug 21: Cus-

toms officials at Sardar

Vallabhbhai Patel International

Airport (SVPIA) in

Ahmedabad seized 219.43

grams of gold jewellery worth

Rs 28.87 lakh from a woman

passenger, who arrived from

Sharjah along with her hus-

band, officials said.

The couple, who are from

Kasaragod in Kerala, arrived in

Ahmedabad on Air Arabia

flight G9-418 from Sharjah.

Acting on intelligence devel-

oped through passenger profil-

ing, officers of the Air Intelli-

gence Unit (AIU) of

Ahmedabad Customs on Sun-

day intercepted the two passen-

gers for examination. During

the examination, the female

passenger was found carrying

and wearing gold jewellery

concealed inside her purse.

Kerala couple held at

Ahmedabad airport with gold

jewellery worth Rs 28.87 lakh

Tripura govt focuses on boosting exports

and increasing production: Agriculture Minister
Agartala, Aug 21 : Tripura

Agriculture and Farmers’

Welfare Minister Ratan Lal

Nath on Friday said that the

BJP government’s main aim

is to increase agricultural

production and exports so

that farmers can derive

greater benefits.

The Minister, along with For-

est Minister Animesh

Debbarma, flagged off a con-

signment of 3 metric tonnes

(MT) of Kaalikhasa and

Harinarayan (both organic

aromatic rice native to

Tripura) paddy to Kolkata

from Agartala Railway Sta-

tion.

Nath said that the main goal

of the state government is to

increase farmers’ income.

“We have been working to-

wards this from day one,

aiming to double farmers’

income while ensuring the

sustainable development of

agriculture,” he said.

K'taka ex-CM Bommai calls Emergency

dark chapter, says Congress murdered democracy
Bengaluru, Aug 21 : Former

Karnataka Chief Minister and BJP

Member of Parliament Basavaraj

Bommai on Friday described the

Emergency imposed by the Con-

gress government in 1975 as a

"dark chapter" in India's history

and called upon citizens to reaf-

firm their commitment to protect-

ing democracy and the Constitu-

tion.

In a post on social media platform

X, Bommai said the 51st anniver-

sary of the Emergency serves as a

reminder of the period during

which democratic institutions and

fundamental rights were curtailed.

"It has been 51 years since the

Emergency was imposed on the

nation. The Emergency remains

one of the darkest chapters in

post-Independence India. It was

a day when fundamental rights

were curtailed, opposition lead-

ers were jailed and democracy

was virtually strangled," he said.

Bommai alleged that the Emer-

gency was imposed by the Con-

gress leadership under former

Prime Minister Indira Gandhi to

safeguard political power.
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New Delhi, Aug 21 :  A quiet

but powerful transformation is

unfolding across India’s

handicraft sector as women

artisans, empowered through

the government’s Shilp Didi

initiative, are turning their

skills into sustainable liveli-

hoods, export opportunities,

and community-led enter-

prises.

Voices from the ground reveal

Women artisans thrive as
‘Shilp Didi’ boosts training, exports and entrepreneurship

how the scheme is not only boost-

ing income but redefining

women’s confidence and eco-

nomic aspects. For Nivedita

Prajapati, a jewellery designer, the

turning point came two years ago

when she was selected under Shilp

Didi. “My product is jewellery,

and I create the designs myself. I

have been working in export

jewellery for some time, but it was

through the Shilp Didi exhibitions

that I actually received export or-

ders,” she said. The platform, she

added, significantly expanded her

customer base. “Because of Shilp

Didi, my income has increased a

lot. We are very happy that the

Modi government is encouraging

women to become entrepreneurs.

Women should stand on their own

feet — and in a true sense, Shilp

Didi is women's empowerment.”

Similar success stories are emerg-

ing from other artisan clusters.

Priya, a hand-embroidery artisan

selected through DC Handicrafts

in 2024, recalls how the journey

began with an opportunity and

grew into an enterprise.

“Through Shilp Didi, I got a

chance to showcase many of my

products. We received multiple

orders — even from small retail-

ers,” she said. But fulfilling those

orders came with challenges.

“At that time, we had very few

women working with us. So we

went door to door to train more

women. We didn’t have money for

training, so we approached DC

Handicrafts for support — and

they provided training,” Priya

explained.

No secondary classes, just 6 teachers: Baloch group flags dire state of girls' school in Khuzdar
Quetta, Aug 21 : The Baloch

Literacy Campaign (BLC) -- an

initiative of the Baloch Students

Action Committee (BSAC) --

has expressed serious concern

over the deteriorating condition

of a girls' school in Balochistan's

Khuzdar district, citing a lack of

basic facilities and resources

necessary for students' effective

academic growth and develop-

ment. According to the BLC, the

Government Girls High School

Sarrej in the Greshag area of

Khuzdar is grappling with a se-

vere shortage of staff, as only six

to seven teachers are serving

more than 200 students.

"The students are facing the chal-

lenge of not being taught the ba-

sic subjects such as science,

mathematics, and English, which

are the basics for study in high

school," it added. The BLC al-

leged that the "illegal practice of

alternate teachers, the replacement

of the teacher on duty by another

individual, is part of the problem

within the concerned high school,

resulting in disturbance in regu-

lar classes and tutoring with no

training."

Furthermore, it said that despite

being registered as a high school,

the facility has no secondary level

classes, forcing students to discon-

tinue their further studies and

leaving a vast number of female

students without access to higher

schooling.  It added that inad-

equate classrooms, textbooks, and

the lack of access to clean drink-

ing water further hamper the

learning environment.

The BLC called on the educa-

tional authorities in Balochistan to

take immediate notice of the situ-

ation and improve the current con-

dition of the school, while ensur-

ing a better academic environment

for students. Last week, the BSAC

strongly condemned the forced

retirement of teachers and other

government employees as well as

the retaliatory actions taken

against them by the Pakistani au-

thorities, describing the move as

"undemocratic and regrettable".

Expressing grave concern, the stu-

dent body alleged that the process

of forced retirement is being used

as a tactic to deter these teachers

and employees from raising their

voices for their rights.

Oman’s envoy expects
Delhi-Muscat economic ties to grow stronger
New Delhi, Aug 21 : Oman’s

Ambassador to India, Issa

Saleh Abdullah Saleh

Alshibani, said on Friday that

the Comprehensive Economic

Partnership Agreement

(CEPA), which is likely to be

signed soon, will provide an

easy gateway for promoting

trade and investment between

the two countries.

"A comprehensive economic

agreement usually is a platform

that makes an easy gateway for

investments and would also

serve to simplify a lot of the

engagements in terms of invest-

ments. I think it's also one

way of supporting the bilat-

eral trade between the two

countries. According to statis-

tics, we have seen an increase

in the bilateral trade," the Am-

bassador said in an exclu-

sive interview with IANS.

With Prime Minister

Narendra Modi scheduled to

visit Oman next week to mark

the celebration of 70 years of

diplomatic relations, he ex-

pects bilateral collaboration

between the two countries to

grow stronger across various

sectors.

Agar Malwa (Madhya Pradesh), Aug 21 :

Prominent bullion trader Gopal Das Soni and

his wife Rekhabai lost their lives in a road

accident near Panth Piplai on the Ujjain-

Indore highway, police said.

A young girl travelling with them sustained

serious injuries and has been referred to

Indore for advanced medical treatment. The

incident took place early Sunday morning.

According to police sources, Gopal Das Soni,

53, a resident of Madhya Pradesh's Agar

Malwa, was travelling with his wife Rekhabai

and a child to Indore to purchase merchan-

dise.  The family left home around 9 a.m. in

their car.  At approximately 12-12:30 noon,

while passing through the Nanakheda police

station area near Panth Piplai, the vehicle

reportedly lost control at high speed.

The car first struck a road divider and then

veered off the road, slamming into a parked

truck from behind.  The force of the colli-

sion was devastating.  The front portion of

the car was completely crushed, trapping the

occupants inside the wreckage.  Nanakheda

police personnel rushed to the spot after re-

ceiving information about the accident.  Af-

ter considerable effort.

Bullion trader,

wife killed in MP road accident

India hands over specialised tools to

Seychelles, improving safety and readiness of Coast Guard

Victoria, Aug 21 : India handed over

specialised calibrated tools and repaired elec-

tronic units to Seychelles, strengthening de-

fence and maritime cooperation, the indian

High Commission in Victoria said on Fri-

day.  "Strengthening India-Seychelles De-

fence and Maritime Security Cooperation. 3

repaired Dornier Main Electronic Units

(MEUs), 18 sets of calibrated specialised

aircraft tools, 50 safety helmets and seaman-

ship ropes were handed over by Defence

Adviser Capt. Shravan Sareen to Maj. Gen.

Michael Rosette, CDF, SDF," the High Com-

mission stated on X.

According to the Indian mission, the items

were repaired/calibrated at Indian Naval fa-

cilities free of cost and will enable in-house

testing and faster repairs for the Dornier fleet

that is used by the Seychelles Air Force for

Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) surveil-

lance, CASEVAC (Casualty Evacuation),

and SAR (Search and Rescue).

“The safety and seamanship gear will elevate

personnel safety and op readiness of the

Seychelles Coast Guard,” the High Commis-

sion highlighted. On Tuesday,

India’s High Commissioner to

Seychelles, Rohit Rathish,

handed over five laser radial

boats to the Seychelles De-

fence Force chief, fulfilling

Prime Minister Narendra

Modi’s announcement during

his state visit to the archipe-

lagic island nation in the In-

dian Ocean in June. "Strength-

ening Maritime Partnership

India, Seychelles. Following

the announcement by Prime

Minister Narendra Modi dur-

ing his State Visit to

Seychelles, five laser radial

boats were handed over today

by the High Commissioner of

India to the Chief of Defence

Forces, Seychelles Defence

Force. The boats will help

build seamanship skills of SDF

personnel," the High Commis-

sioner of India to Seychelles

wrote on X. "The delivery re-

flects India’s steadfast com-

mitment to strengthening the

capacities and capabilities of

the SDF and further deepens

the enduring India–Seychelles

defence and maritime partner-

ship," it added.

PM Modi paid a three-day

state visit to Seychelles in June

at the invitation of President

Patrick Herminie.

Trump fires homeland
security secretary caught in controversies
New York, Aug 21 : US Presi-

dent Donald Trump has fired

Homeland Security Secretary

Kristi Noem, who was caught

in controversies over her han-

dling of immigration raids and

her personal life.

He named Senator

Markwayne Mullin on Friday to

replace Noem, the first cabinet

official to leave his administration

in his second term.  It was a

mighty fall for one of the most

loyal and firebrand supporters of

Trump, whose excesses in imple-

menting immigration policies

were seen as beginning to hurt the

administration ahead of the mid-

term elections.

The sprawling Homeland Security

Department has a portfolio rang-

ing from immigration and emer-

gency relief to airport security and

the Coast Guard.

North Korea's Kim writes to Putin, says

expecting 'more excellent future' in ties with Russia
Seoul, Aug 21 : North Korean

leader Kim Jong-un has said he

expects a "more excellent fu-

ture" in his country's ties with

Russia in a message to Russian

President Vladimir Putin, the

North's state media reported on

Friday. Kim voiced the expec-

tations in response to Putin's

congratulatory message to mark

the 81st anniversary of Korea's

liberation from Japan's 1910-45

colonial rule, according to the

Korean Central News Agency

(KCNA).

"I am always proud to be able

to expect more excellent future

of the bilateral relations by

leading, together with you, the

DPRK-Russia ties that has car-

ried forward the history of com-

mon struggle for justice and

precious traditions of friend-

ship," Kim said in the message

dated Saturday.

DPRK stands for North Korea's

official name -- the Democratic

People's Republic of Korea.

Kim also expressed his "firm

belief" that Russia would ac-

complish "the sacred cause of

defending the sovereignty,

security interests and territo-

rial integrity of the country"

in the message carried by the

KCNA, reports Yonhap news

agency. The message comes

as the two countries have

forged closer ties since they

signed a comprehensive stra-

tegic partnership in 2024,

which laid the groundwork

for North Korea's military

support for Russia in its war

against Ukraine.

Kim visited a memorial com-

memorating Soviet troops

who fought against Japan

during World War II on Fri-

day, marking his third visit to

the site on the occasion of

Liberation Day.

Kim laid a wreath bearing the

phrase, "We will not forget

the feats of the martyrs of the

Soviet Army."

09 THE INDIAN MAIL
www.theindianmail.in

22 AUGUST 2026

SATURDAY, HYDERABAD GENERAL NEWS



Congress raps MP
govt over 'no SC quota' in forest guard exam
Bhopal, Aug 21 : As the Madhya

Pradesh Employees Selection

Board (MPESB), earlier known

as 'Vyapam' is set to conduct ex-

ams for the recruitment of forest

guards, the Opposition Con-

gress, on Friday, criticised the

Bharatiya Janata Party-led state

government for not "reserving"

seats for the candidates belong-

ing to the Schedule Castes.

Madhya Pradesh Leader of Op-

position (LoP) and veteran Con-

gress leader Umang Singhar

shared a post on his social me-

dia account, alleging that the

"process of forest guard recruit-

ment in Madhya Pradesh is un-

der serious scrutiny".

The Congress leader claimed

that not a single post is reserved

for the Scheduled Caste category

in the 728 recruitments of the for-

est guards.

"Of these 728 posts, 310 are re-

served for the unreserved cat-

egory, 143 for Scheduled Tribe,

198 for Other Backward Class,

and 77 for Economically Weaker

Sections.

This is not only a shocking statis-

tic but also a direct injustice to the

spirit of social justice and the Con-

stitution," LoP Singhar said on X.

The Congress leader alleged that

it is not merely an administrative

lapse but a disregard for the rights

of the marginalised.

The Leader of Opposition also

demanded a reply from Chief

Minister Mohan Yadav on the

matter, saying that "treatment of

Scheduled Caste youth is highly

condemnable and unacceptable".

'The Chief Minister should imme-

diately address this issue and en-

sure that the constitutionally man-

dated reservation system is fully

adhered to, so that injustice is not

infringed upon the rights and fu-

ture of Dalit youth," LoP Singhar

said.

According to MBESB's notifica-

tion on February 28, the exams

will be conducted for recruitment

of total 1,679 posts, including 728

for Forest Guard (Van Rakshak),

while 169 Field Guard (Kshetra

Rakshak) and 757 for Jail Prahari

(Warder). For these three posts,

candidates must have passed Class

10 and the last date for submis-

sion of online applications is

March 14, 2026.

The computer-based examination

is scheduled to begin from April

7, 2026.

The minimum age limit for For-

est Guard, Field Guard and Jail

Prahari posts is 18 years, while the

maximum age limit is 33 years.

Kolkata, Aug 21 : The Sealdah

Division of Eastern Railway (ER)

will extend an air-conditioned

EMU local train service up to

Bangaon from August 20.

The service that now runs be-

tween the Sealdah and Barasat

stations will be extended up to

Bangaon, officials said on Friday.

This will provide a more comfort-

able journey for commuters.

Bangaon, in the North 24

Parganas district of West Bengal,

is located along the border with

Bangladesh. It is 79 km from

Sealdah. Being a border town with

an Integrated Check Post (ICP),

it is a major trading point.

"This move is aimed at making

daily suburban travel cooler and

far more comfortable. This up-

graded air-conditioned service

will run six days a week, from

Monday to Saturday," an official

said. The train will start from

Sealdah at 10:33 a.m. and halt at

Air-conditioned suburban train services to

be extended to Bangaon on India-Bangladesh border
Barasat at 11:14 a.m. It will stop

at all major stations along the

route, including Bamangachhi,

Duttapukur, Bira, Ashoknagar

Road, Habra, Maslandapur,

Gobardanga, Thakurnagar, and

Chandpara and reach Bangaon

Junction at 12:23 p.m.

On its return journey, the Down

Bangaon – Sealdah AC EMU

local will leave Bangaon at 12:35

p.m., make scheduled halts at

intermediate stations, and finally

terminate at Sealdah at 14:25

p.m. Rajeev Saxena, Divisional

Railway Manager at Sealdah,

said that passenger comfort and

convenience remain the railway's

highest priority. "Extension of

the AC local services to Bangaon

directly addresses the growing

demand from daily suburban

commuters, ensuring that their

everyday travel across North 24

Parganas is faster, more modern,

and more pleasant."

Ranchi, Aug 21 : In a fresh

development in the case of

18-year-old Pushpa Kumari,

who went missing nearly 11

months ago from Jharkhand's

Bokaro district, the DNA ex-

tracted from a tooth of the

recovered skeletal remains

matches Pushpa’s DNA pro-

file, as per a forensic report.

This was revealed in the

Jharkhand High Court on Fri-

day during a hearing in the

case based on the report of the

Central Forensic Science

Laboratory (CFSL) in

Kolkata. However, the DNA

of the entire skeleton has not

yet been completely matched

Jharkhand missing girl case: Tooth DNA of

recovered skeleton matches, HC seeks probe report
with that of Pushpa’s parents.

Pushpa, a resident of the

Pindrajora police station area in

Bokaro, went missing on July 31,

2026. After failing to find any

trace of her for a prolonged pe-

riod, her mother, Rekha Devi, filed

a habeas corpus petition in the

Jharkhand High Court seeking her

recovery. During the investiga-

tion, the police arrested  Dinesh

Kumar Mahto based on technical

evidence and interrogation. Ac-

cording to the police, the accused

confessed to having murdered the

girl. A human skeleton was later

recovered from a location identi-

fied by him. However, Pushpa’s

family has consistently disputed

the police’s claim, maintain-

ing that the recovered skeletal

remains do not belong to her.

In view of this dispute, the

High Court had directed that

DNA samples of the skeleton

and the girl’s family be sent

to the CFSL in Kolkata.

During Thursday’s hearing,

the court was apprised of the

forensic findings. Members of

the Special Investigation

Team (SIT) were also present

in the court. The High Court

has now sought details of the

proceedings underway in the

lower court in connection

with the case. The court also

asked the state government

what action has been taken so

far against police officials al-

legedly negligent in the inves-

tigation. It further directed the

police to complete the inquest

(panchnama) of the recovered

skeleton and other necessary

legal formalities. The court

was informed that Pushpa’s

family is still unwilling to ac-

cept that the recovered re-

mains are hers. The High

Court, in its observation, said

that further action must be

taken strictly in accordance

with the available scientific

evidence and legal provisions.

Rajasthan: Citizens

seek social investment policy for NRRs
Jaipur, Aug 21 : Emphasising

the need for a framework that

recognises the emotional and

cultural commitment of Non-

Resident Rajasthanis, a call was

made for the Rajasthan govern-

ment to introduce a dedicated

Social Investment Policy—one

that encourages contributions

towards preserving ancestral

havelis, supporting schools,

hospitals, heritage assets and

community initiatives, beyond

the scope of industrial invest-

ment.  This appeal was made

at the Pravasi Rajasthani Di-

vas today by Kolkata-based

culturalist.

Nagaland, Arunachal hold roundtable
to boost cross-border cooperation and market linkages
Kohima, Aug 21 : The govern-

ments of Nagaland and

Arunachal Pradesh on Friday

held a roundtable meeting to

foster dialogue on cross-border

collaboration, market access

and enterprise development be-

tween the two Northeastern

states, officials said.  Arunachal

Pradesh was the state partner of

the 10-day, 26th edition of the

Hornbill Festival, which con-

cluded on Wednesday night

with glittering performances by

dozens of Naga tribes at the Naga

Heritage Village in Kisama, near

Kohima. A Nagaland government

official said that the engagement

of the two states underscored

shared opportunities in trade, tour-

ism, music, youth and sports de-

velopment, art and culture and

agriculture and allied knowledge

exchange. As a state partner,

Arunachal Pradesh showcased its

products at the festival site at

Kisama as part of the Hornbill

Festival, highlighting the state's

cultural heritage and entrepreneur-

ial initiatives. This emerged as a

vibrant platform showcasing the

State's cultural richness and entre-

preneurial capability, the official

said. The pavilion featured a di-

verse range of offerings, includ-

ing GI-based handicrafts and tex-

tiles, homemade pickles, tradi-

tional rice wine and beverages, tea

and wellness products, as well as

candles and fragrance items.

High visitor footfall and robust

sales indicated growing demand

for authentic, locally crafted prod-

ucts from the region. Interactions

during the engagement

emphasised strengthening inter-

state value chains, facilitating

B2B and B2G linkages, and sup-

porting artisans and entrepreneurs

through collaborations, knowl-

edge exchange, and institutional

partnerships. According to the of-

ficial, both states reiterated their

commitment to deepening coop-

eration to unlock sustainable eco-

nomic opportunities through co-

operation and collective efforts to

position the Northeast as a com-

petitive and culturally unique in-

vestment destination. The engage-

ment forms part of ongoing efforts

to leverage the Hornbill Festi-

val as a platform not only for

cultural celebration but also for

meaningful economic collabo-

ration.

Bhubaneswar, Aug 21 : The in-

fighting in Odisha Congress

again came to the fore with se-

nior party leader Mohammed

Moquim raising questions over

the leadership of Odisha Pradesh

Congress Committee (OPCC)

President Bhakta Charan Das in

a recent letter written to Con-

gress leader Sonia Gandhi.

Moquim, the ex-MLA and father

of sitting Cuttack-Barabati MLA

Sofia Firdous, in his letter writ-

ten on Friday, stated that the

party faced six consecutive

losses in Odisha and three ma-

jor defeats at the national level,

which is alarming, heartbreak-

ing, and unbearable for loyal

workers like him.

Odisha Congress

infighting deepens as

former MLA questions

OPCC leadership

Indore, Aug 21 : The Directorate of Enforce-

ment (ED), Indore Sub-Zonal Office, has provi-

sionally attached 56 residential plots in Madhya

Pradesh's Dhar district under the Prevention of

Money Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002.  The at-

tachment is part of an ongoing probe into the

embezzlement of government funds amounting

to Rs 20.47 crore from the Block Education Of-

fice (BEO), Katthiwada, in Alirajpur district, the

ED said in a statement. The ED initiated the in-

vestigation based on an FIR registered at Police

ED attaches 56 residential
plots in MP education scam case

Station Katthiwada concerning

fraudulent treasury payments

made between 2018 and 2023. In-

vestigation revealed that the then

Block Education Officer (BEO)

Kamal Rathore, in connivance

with other accused persons, si-

phoned off government funds

from the treasury at Alirajpur, the

statement said.

The embezzled money was routed

through multiple bank accounts

controlled by Rathore and his

family members, withdrawn in

cash, and used to purchase ag-

ricultural land in Gandhwani

tehsil of Dhar district, it said.

High-level US team kicks

off trade talks with Indian officials
New Delhi, Aug 21 : India’s Commerce Sec-

retary Rajesh Agrawal and US Deputy Trade

Representative Rick Switzer held discussions

here on Friday on the proposed bilateral trade

agreement between the two countries.

  “The two sides exchanged views on mat-

ters related to India-US trade and economic

ties including on the ongoing negotiations

for a mutually beneficial Bilateral Trade

Agreement," the Commerce Ministry's De-

partment of Commerce said in a post on X.

Switzer arrived in New Delhi

along with a team of US offi-

cials for two days of trade dis-

cussions with their Indian

counterparts. Ahead of his

meeting with the Commerce

Ministry officials, Switzer met

Foreign Secretary Vikram

Misri.
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Athens, Aug 21 : Two bodies were found on Friday

during a wildfire-fighting operation on the Greek is-

land of Salamina, Greek national broadcaster ERT re-

ported, citing Fire Service sources.  The bodies, whose

identities have not yet been established, were discov-

ered near the area where a wildfire appears to have

started around midday in a forested area of Peristeria.

A second fire was burning in the Selinia area on the

island, near Athens and Piraeus port. Four people were

transferred from the area with burn injuries, according

to Greek national news agency AMNA. The flames

were spreading rapidly amid strong winds. A total of

146 firefighters, supported by volunteers, have been

Two dead, four injured

during wildfire on Greek island of Salamina
deployed to tackle the

blazes. Four water-

dropping aircraft and

six helicopters have

been mobilised,

Xinhua News Agency

reported. As evacuation

orders have been issued

for people in the wider

area, the Hellenic Coast

Guard was placed on

alert, with vessels

ready to provide assis-

tance if required. The latest fires come as

Greece has faced a high risk of wildfires

over the past two weeks, with civil protec-

tion authorities warning of dangerous con-

ditions across parts of mainland Greece and

the Aegean islands in the coming days.

With the latest reported fatalities on

Salamina, the number of people who have

lost their lives in wildfires across Greece

this summer has risen to eight.

Doha, Aug 21: Qatar denied claims

that it had detained Iranian pilots, de-

scribing them as misleading amid on-

going diplomatic efforts aimed at de-

escalating regional tensions. "We cat-

egorically deny the claims circulating

regarding the detention of Iranian pi-

lots and are surprised by these mis-

leading statements at this particular

time," Qatari Foreign Ministry

spokesperson Majed Al Ansari said in

a post on social media platform X.

Al Ansari said contact had been es-

tablished with the pilots concerned

after they violated Qatari airspace and

authorities confirmed the trajectory of

the targeting, Xinhua news agency

reported. "After following the rules

of engagement and attempting to com-

municate with them without receiv-

ing a response, the necessary mea-

sures were taken to defend our terri-

tory in accordance with international

law," he said, adding that the circum-

stances had been clarified at the time

through official channels. The spokes-

person said Qatari search and rescue

teams subsequently conducted opera-

tions to search for the remains of the

pilots.

Qatar denies claims

of detaining Iranian pilots

Quetta, Aug 21 : Leading

Baloch human rights defender

Mir Yar Baloch on Friday high-

lighted that a massive uprising

by the people of Balochistan has

begun against the Pakistani

forces across the province.

According to the human rights

activist, the wave of protest was

sparked by the call to resist the

terrorist organisation ISI, which

orchestrated a suicide attack on

the Balochistan National Party

(BNP) rally in Quetta on Sep-

tember 2, killing 15 Baloch

people and injuring 35 others.

"Since then, strikes and demon-

strations have spread across the

entire Republic of Balochistan.

The protests are directed against

Pakistan's ongoing state occupa-

tion, the genocide of the Baloch

people, large-scale enforced dis-

appearances, and the ISI’s con-

tinued targetting of Baloch po-

litical activists through bomb

blasts and suicide attacks," Mir

Baloch posted on X. "Tensions

have reached a breaking point.

In Quetta — particularly in Sona

Thana, Mian Ghundi, Saryab.

Massive uprising erupts

against Pakistani forces

across Balochistan

Cuba denounces new
US sanctions as 'unilateral coercive measures'
Havana, Aug 21 : Cuba de-

nounced new US sanctions as

"unilateral coercive measures,"

saying that such actions demon-

strate an intention to impose

collective punishment on the

Cuban people. "We firmly reject

the recent unilateral coercive

measures adopted" by the US

government, Cuban Foreign

Minister Bruno Rodriguez said

on X.

These actions demonstrate an

intention to impose collective

punishment on the Cuban

people, Rodriguez said.

He noted that the announcement

coincided, when millions of

Cubans take to the streets to

denounce the US blockade and

the energy siege, Xinhua news

agency reported. "These mea-

sures are extraterritorial in na-

ture and violate the United Na-

tions Charter," Rodriguez said,

adding that the United States has

no right to impose measures

against Cuba or against third

countries or parties. The com-

ment came after US President

Donald Trump on Friday signed

an executive order imposing

new sanctions on Cuba. Trump

ordered that all property and in-

terests in property that are in and

coming within the United

States, or are in or coming

within the possession or control

of US persons of the following

persons are blocked and may

not be transferred, paid, exported,

withdrawn, or otherwise dealt in. The

"following persons" include those

who operate in or have operated in the

energy, defense and related materiel,

metals and mining, financial services,

or security sector of the Cuban

economy, or any other sector of the

Cuban economy, as may be deter-

mined by the Secretary of the Trea-

sury, in consultation with the Secre-

tary of State. It also includes those who

own or control, directly or indirectly,

any person whose property or inter-

ests in property are blocked pursuant

to this order. The order also seeks to

limit Cuba's access to the global bank-

ing system, imposing secondary sanc-

tions on people, entities and financial

institutions that conduct financial

transactions with those already sanc-

tioned because of their ties to Cuba.

The order authorizes the US govern-

ment to penalize foreign financial in-

stitutions that have conducted or fa-

cilitated any significant transaction for

or on behalf of anyone with ties to the

Cuban government.

Washington, Aug 21 : Ken-

tucky Governor Andy Beshear

has called for abolishing the

US Electoral College and di-

rectly electing the President

and Vice-President, saying

that the current system leaves

most states outside the Presi-

dential campaign.  Beshear, a

Democrat considering a pos-

sible 2028 White House run,

said on Friday that candidates

should have to seek support

across the country instead of

concentrating their campaigns

on a handful of competitive

states. "I certainly think it's

time," he told the CBS News.

Beshear said Kentucky rarely

Kentucky Governor calls for end to Electoral College
receives visits from Presidential candidates

because the outcome in the Republican-

leaning state is generally considered pre-

dictable. "In Kentucky we will never see a

candidate for President or Vice-President

unless they're from here," he added.

"Why? Because people just expect that it'll

go one way or the other. It's the idea that

someone would get elected not just know-

ing about seven states, but having to earn

votes all over the United States."

Beshear included direct Presidential elec-

tions in a wider package of constitutional

changes that he said could repair public

confidence in the federal government.

His proposals included Congressional and

Supreme Court term limits, a ban on parti-

san redistricting and constitutional protec-

tion for parts of the Voting Rights Act.

From India to NIST: Raman

outlines innovation agenda
Washington, Aug 21 : Arvind

Raman, an Indian-born engineering

scholar nominated to lead the US

National Institute of Standards and

Technology (NIST), told senators

that the agency must focus on ac-

celerating American innovation

and setting global technology stan-

dards as the United States competes

with China in emerging technolo-

gies.

Appearing before the Senate Com-

merce, Science, and Transportation

Committee, Raman described his

journey from India to the United

States as an example of the oppor-

tunities the country offers.

“I first came to the United States

35 years ago from India, actually

to study engineering at Purdue Uni-

versity,” Raman said. “I only had a

few dollars in my pocket at the

time.”

He recalled that his first paycheck as

a research assistant was still weeks

away and that he survived through a

university loan available to students

without credit history and help from

the local Goodwill store.

“And today I'm the dean of engineer-

ing at that great institution,” he said,

referring to Purdue University, where

he has served as a faculty member for

more than two decades and currently

leads one of the largest engineering

colleges in the United States.

Raman, nominated by President

Donald Trump to serve as

Undersecretary of Commerce for Stan-

dards and Technology and director of

NIST, told lawmakers the agency plays

a critical role in strengthening Ameri-

can industry and technological lead-

ership. “NIST has been foundational

to advancing American industrial com-

petitiveness,” he said. For more than

a century, he said, the institute has

helped ensure that American industries

and technologies operate on trusted

standards that enable innovation and

global competitiveness.

Washington, Aug 21 : The Pen-

tagon told US lawmakers that

modern warfare is being reshaped

by cheap, mass-produced drones,

warning that battlefield lessons

from Ukraine and recent combat

involving Iran make it imperative

for the United States to rapidly

build a domestic drone industry

and arm troops with large num-

bers of unmanned systems.

Testifying before the Senate

Armed Services Committee, se-

nior Pentagon officials said small

drones have become a decisive

weapon on modern battlefields

and that the US must accelerate

production while reducing depen-

dence on Chinese-linked supply

chains.

Modern wars demand

drone dominance : Pentagon

Greece, Egypt forge strategic

agreement with focus on regional stability, migration
Athens, Aug 21 :  Greece

and Egypt have signed a

strategic partnership agree-

ment, with a focus on mi-

gration cooperation.  Both countries

agree to tackle regional challenges

while deepening bilateral ties, Xinhua

news agency reported.

Danish Foreign MinisterDanish Foreign MinisterDanish Foreign MinisterDanish Foreign MinisterDanish Foreign Minister
to summon US Ambassador over reportedto summon US Ambassador over reportedto summon US Ambassador over reportedto summon US Ambassador over reportedto summon US Ambassador over reported
espionage against Greenlandespionage against Greenlandespionage against Greenlandespionage against Greenlandespionage against Greenland
Oslo, Aug 21 : Danish Foreign Minis-

ter Lars Lokke Rasmussen has said that

he will summon the US Ambassador

to Denmark for a meeting following

media reports suggesting that Washing-

ton plans to intensify espionage activi-

ties targeting Greenland.

The move comes after The Wall Street

Journal reported on Friday that US in-

telligence agencies have been in-

structed to identify individuals in

Greenland and Denmark who support

American strategic objectives for the

Arctic island, citing anonymous

sources.

"I have read the article, and it worries

me a lot -- because we do not spy be-

tween friends," Rasmussen told Dan-

ish broadcaster DR on Wednesday on

his way to a meeting of Foreign Min-

isters in Warsaw, Poland.

Acknowledging that the report could

not be verified, Rasmussen noted that

it had not been strongly denied by US

officials, Xinhua news agency re-

ported.  "That worries me," he added.

He confirmed that the American Am-

bassador will be summoned.
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Spurs agree deal to sign

Savinho from Man City: Report
New Delhi, Aug 21 : As the Premier League

season kicks off, Tottenham Hotspur have re-

portedly agreed to sign forward Savinho from

Manchester City. This came amidst reports of

Spurs being in talks with City for a potential

signing of Brazilian winger Savinho and Omar

Marmoush. As per a report in the BBC, Spurs

have agreed to a deal of 75 million pounds for

Savinho, and there is a window for a further

10 million pounds addition to the deal. Spurs

were looking to sign the Brazilian last year too,

but he had opted to stay at the Etihad Stadium.

However, Savinho had expressed his openness

to leaving the club when Spurs showed inter-

est. The Lilywhites had already boosted their

midfield when they roped in Mateus

Fernandes from West Ham and Sandro Tonali

from Newcastle, but this signing will give a shot

in the arm to their forward line. A report in

the BBC also stated that Roberto de Zerbi's

side is also interested in acquiring Marmoush

from City and that the talks are in a positive

direction. While Savinho joined City in 2024

for a sum of £30m from French club Troyes,

Egyptian forward Marmoush was purchased

from Eintracht Frankfurt for £59 in 2025.

Adelaide, Aug 21 : Having ex-

perienced the feeling of being in

international cricket during

Australia's white-ball tour of

Bangladesh earlier this year, ris-

ing all-rounder Liam Scott said

he believes he is good enough to

play for the national team across

all three formats in future and is

eager to get into the set-up again.

Scott made his ODI debut in

Dhaka, where he picked two

wickets, after having a stellar

2025/26 domestic season, where

he was named the Sheffield

Shield player of the year with

496 runs and 23 wickets.

Aiming to get back into

Australia squad across

all formats: Liam Scott

Kajal secures back-to-back gold to
headline India's haul at U20 Wrestling Worlds
Slovakia, Aug 21 : Indian women's wrestling

sensation Kajal Dhochak continued her in-

credible trajectory on the global stage, strik-

ing gold in the 76kg category to lead the In-

dian contingent’s charge at the 2026 U20

Wrestling World Championships in Slovakia.

Alongside Kajal’s historic triumph, India se-

cured two crucial Silver medals through Tanu

Sharma and Savita on an action-

packed day of Women's Wrestling

(WW). 18-year-old Kajal, com-

peted in the 76kg championship

bout. She delivered a masterclass

against China's Jingru Sun, regis-

tering a flawless 7-0 victory on

points (VPO) to lift the world title.

This triumph cements her sta-

tus as one of India's brightest

generational prospects, adding

to a phenomenal resume that al-

ready includes the 2024 U17

World Championship (69kg)

and the 2025 U20 World

Championship (72kg) titles.

'It's not stopping yet':
Treesa-Gayatri on pulling off heist at BWF Worlds

New Delhi, Aug 21 : Treesa

Jolly and Gayatri Gopichand

pulled off a marvellous come-

from-behind win in their

quarterfinal meeting against

World No. 4 Jia Yi Fan and

Zhang Shu Xian in the BWF

World Championships to

march into the semifinals and

confirm India's first medal at

the ongoing edition here.

After losing the first game

against the Chinese duo, the

Indian pair staged a comeback

for the ages to win the epic contest 16-21, 21-15,

21-13, which also sealed India's first medal in

women's doubles since 2011 when Jwala Gutta

and Ashwini Ponnappa bagged a bronze.

Speaking after their 70-minute battle against the

Chinese, Treesa and Gayatri reflected on beating

Jia and Zhang for the first time, while also stating

that their journey is "not stopping yet".

"We're really happy that we converted this win

into this semifinal and getting a medal, but it's not

stopping yet. There are matches coming tomor-

row also," Treesa told reporters after the win.

"And obviously, I want to thank, I think it's team-

work for us, everyone that helped us to achieve

this, and really grateful, and obviously I want to

thank the home crowd people. I think the crowd

was amazing today; that was really giving posi-

tive vibes to us," she said.

The duo also reflected on the message that chief

national coach and legendary former shuttler

Pullela Gopichand shared with them amidst the

tense game at the Indira Gandhi Indoor Sta-

dium.

"From the start, he was telling that be in the

present moment and very calm, because that

helped us score the points, and that really

worked today," Treesa added. "We were just be

patient and waiting for the right time to score

the points. I think that really worked," she said.

Neeraj set for Pathirage challenge: All you

need to know about Lausanne Diamond League
New Delhi, Aug 21 : After his sil-

ver-winning show at the recently

concluded Commonwealth Games

in Glasgow, two-time Olympic med-

allist Neeraj Chopra is all set to par-

ticipate in the Lausanne Diamond

League, also known as Athletissima

Friday. The battle for a place in the 2026 Diamond

League Final continues on Friday as a host of Olympic,

world and newly crowned European champions descend

on Lausanne for Athletissima.

South Asia’s two biggest stars will go head-to-head in

the men’s javelin as India’s Neeraj Chopra takes on Sri

Lanka’s Rumesh Tharanga Pathirage.

F1 title leader Kimi

Antonelli confirms grid

penalty for home Monza race
New Delhi, Aug 21 : Formula 1 2026

title leader Kimi Antonelli has con-

firmed that he will take a grid pen-

alty at his home Monza Grand Prix

on September 6 for an additional

power unit. Antonelli and his team-

mate George Russell were already

on the verge of exceeding their allo-

cated power unit components' limit.

Each driver gets allocated a certain

number of power unit components

for a season, after which they start

getting grid penalties.

Fils reaches third
Masters 1000 SF of 2026 in Cincinnati
Cincinnati, Aug 21 : Arthur

Fils charged into his third ATP

Masters 1000 semi-final of the

season at the Cincinnati Open,

when he dispatched first-time

Masters 1000 quarter-finalist

Thiago Agustin Tirante 6-3, 6-

2 in 64 minutes.

With the victory, the 22-year-

old became the first Frenchman

to reach three Masters 1000

semi-finals in a season since

Guy Forget, who achieved the feat

in 1991.

Since returning from an eight-

month injury layoff in February,

Fils has put together a solid sea-

son. The Frenchman has compiled

a 30-10 tour-level record this year,

according to the ATP Win/Loss

Index, highlighted by a title in

Barcelona and semi-final runs at

Masters 1000 events in Miami and

Madrid.

That consistency has put Fils into

contention for his first appearance

at the ATP Finals. Since adding

2001 Wimbledon champion

Goran Ivanisevic to his team (he’s

also coached by Ivan Cinkus), Fils

has reached the quarterfinals or

better in eight of 13 events, all but

one coming at the 500 or 1000

level, the 2026 Cincinnati Open

included.

After clinching a decisive break

at 4-3 in the first set, Fils continued to fire off thunder-

ous forehands, relentlessly putting Tirante on the back

foot. The 22-year-old broke the Argentine's serve twice

in the second set and never faced a break point of his

own throughout the clash, according to ATP Stats.


