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Characters like Virat Kohli keep
cricket alive, says former umpire Anil Chaudhary
Former international umpire Anil

Chaudhary believes high-energy

personalities like Virat Kohli are

vital for the sport to retain its

charm, while revealing that the

star batter acts...

India's Q2 gold demand falls
6 pc; investment demand stays resilient
India's gold demand declined 6 per

cent year-on-year (YoY) to 131.4

tonnes during the April-June quar-

ter of 2026, as subdued seasonal

demand, higher customs duty and

a shift in consumer...

AP Govt. Good news for farmers and
Kharif  crop insurance period extended
Amaravati, Aug 3: Andhra Pradesh Government has

given good news to farmers. It has announced that the

insurance period for Kharif crops is being extended. It

has clarified that the insurance registration period for

Kharif crops has been extended by another 15 days. It has

been revealed that the deadline that was supposed to end

on July 31 has been given another 15 days. The AP gov-

ernment has clarified that it is providing insurance pro-

tection for crop losses due to natural disasters, floods and

lack of rain. The AP government has explained that it is

providing crop insurance facility to farmers at a premium

of Rs. 1. It has advised farmers who have not registered

yet to register for insurance immediately. It has appealed

to register for insurance for every acre cultivated. The AP

government has stated that registration can be done

through banks, CSC centers, farmer service centers and

NCIP mobile apps.

Data-based governance should
be prioritized: CM Chandrababu
Amaravati, Aug 3 : Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-

ister Nara Chandrababu Naidu directed officials

to prioritize data-driven governance across all

departments.  He held a review meeting on Mon-

day. regarding data-driven decision-making

within the Real-Time Governance Society

(RTGS) framework and provided guidance to the

officials on this approach.

AP Government Chief Secretary Sai Prasad, along

with senior officials from the IT, RTGS, Agricul-

ture, Municipal, and Welfare departments, at-

tended the meeting. The Chief

Minister reviewed the func-

tioning of the Real-Time Gov-

ernance (RTG) system.

Pawan Kalyan Congratulates team

India on Commonwealth Games 2026 Success
Amaravati, Aug 3: Andhra Pradesh Deputy

Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan said that In-

dia has finished the Commonwealth Games

2026 with a magnificent 39 medals. He said

that this is a remarkable achievement that

reflects the unwavering determination, dis-

cipline and fighting spirit of our athletes. He

revealed that every medal won by the ath-

letes is a testament to the sacrifices made

over the years and the unwavering belief in

the dream of representing India with dignity

through relentless training. Behind every

victory on the medal podium, there are dedi-

cated coaches, tireless families.

‘Netanna Sevalo’ Scheme 2026  Handloom
Weavers Apply Before 5th August :  Minister Savitha
Amaravati, Aug 3 : Andhra Pradesh Handloom

and Textile Minister Savita held a review meet-

ing with the department officials on Monday

afternoon. She discussed with the officials on

the implementation and functioning of the

‘Netanna Sevalo’ scheme and gave them direc-

tions. On this occasion, Minister Savita gave

key instructions to the handloom workers.

Those eligible for the ‘Netanna Sevalo’ scheme

were advised to apply by 5 pm on the 5th of

this month.

Minister Savita appealed to all the handloom

workers to apply before the due date and re-

ceive the assistance provided by the govern-

ment. She said that CM Chandrababu will

launch this scheme in Chirala, Guntur district

on the 7th of this month on the occasion of

International Handloom Day. She said that
through this, financial assistance of Rs. 25 thousand

will be provided to the handloom workers annually.

PK wins Bankipur, ends BJP's
dominance; Samrat Choudhary congratulates him
Patna, Aug 3 : Jan

Suraaj founder Prashant

Kishor has registered a

major victory in the

Bankipur Assembly by-

election, defeating BJP

candidate Neeraj Kumar

Sinha by a margin of

18,963 votes and break-

ing the BJP’s long-standing domi-

nance over the constituency.  Ac-

cording to the Election Commis-

sion, after the completion of all 31

rounds of counting, Prashant

Kishor secured 63,203 votes,

while BJP's Neeraj Kumar polled

44,250 votes. RJD candidate

Rekha Kumari Gupta finished a

distant third with 14,085 votes.

The victory marks the first

electoral win of Prashant

Kishor’s political career and is

being viewed as a significant

development in Bihar politics.

Bihar Chief Minister Samrat

Choudhary congratulated

Kishor on his victory.

Andhra : YSRCP demands
inquiry into relaxation of tender norms by TTD
The YSR Congress Party

(YSRCP) has demanded an in-

quiry into the relaxation of bid-

ding qualifications for the supply

of medicines and medical equip-

ment to hospitals...

Revanth congratulates NIMS Medical team
Hyderabad, Aug 3  :  Chief

Minister A. Revanth Reddy has

expressed profound delight

over successfully performing

1,000 robotic surgeries by the

NIMS medical team in just two

and a half years.  In a statement

on Monday, the Chief Minis-

ter congratulated NIMS Director

Rahul Devaraj, medical team,

nursing staff and the operation

theatre team for the extraordinary

achievement in the medical field.

During the meeting with the

NIMS Director, Revanth Reddy

said the People's government's re-

solve to make state-of-the-art

medical services accessible to

common people in government

hospitals has been fulfilled. He

commended the NIMS hospital

management for performing over

90 per cent of the robotic surger-

ies free of cost through the Arogya

Sri scheme and the Chief

Minister's Relief Fund  (CMRF).

Noting that the NIMS had recently

completed 2,000 kidney transplant

surgeries, the Chief Minister high-

lighted that the hospital has now set

a new record by reaching the mile-

stone of 1,000 robotic surgeries.

KTR threatens protest at
Rahul Gandhi’s residence over ‘unfulfilled’ promises
Hyderabad, Aug 3 :

Bharat Rashtra Samithi

(BRS) working presi-

dent K.T. Rama Rao on

Monday threatened to

lay siege to Leader of

Opposition Rahul

Gandhi’s residence in

Delhi to demand that

the Congress govern-

ment in Telangana ful-

fil promises made to

the youth, including

the promise of 2 lakh

jobs. The former minister

slammed Rahul Gandhi and Chief

Minister A. Revanth Reddy for not

fulfilling the promise of providing

jobs and other promises made in the

youth declaration.   Addressing a

press conference, he accused the

Congress government of pushing

the youth of Telangana towards de-

spair. He recalled that Rahul Gandhi

had promised 2 lakh jobs in the first

year and claimed that not even

10,000 jobs have been filled in two

years. He said when there are

20,000 vacancies in the

police department, the gov-

ernment has issued notifi-

cations for only 7,000 jobs.

“Congress deceived people

with its pre-election decla-

rations. Even the 'Job Cal-

endar' tabled in the legisla-

ture has gone nowhere,” he

said. He said that not even

one out of 24 commitments

under the Youth and Stu-

dent Declarations has

been fulfilled.

OOOOOracle racle racle racle racle SSSSSwarnalathawarnalathawarnalathawarnalathawarnalatha
warns of heavy rains, fire mishapswarns of heavy rains, fire mishapswarns of heavy rains, fire mishapswarns of heavy rains, fire mishapswarns of heavy rains, fire mishaps
Hyderabad, Aug 3: Oracle

Matangi Swarnalatha, deliver-

ing the traditional Rangam

prophecy during the Mahankali

Bonalu festival, cautioned the

people to remain alert against

heavy rains and fire accidents.

She warned that people could

be swept away in the rains and

urged devotees to exercise ex-

treme caution. Addressing a

large gathering of devotees,

Swarnalatha, speaking as part

of the ritual tradition, said the

Goddess was displeased with people's

conduct and condemned the rise in

heinous crimes and the erosion of so-

cial and family values. She warned

that those who ignored the Goddess's

words and failed to mend their ways

would face severe consequences.
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Jagan doesn’t likeJagan doesn’t likeJagan doesn’t likeJagan doesn’t likeJagan doesn’t like
development programs: MP Kalisettydevelopment programs: MP Kalisettydevelopment programs: MP Kalisettydevelopment programs: MP Kalisettydevelopment programs: MP Kalisetty
New Delhi, Aug 3: Telugu

Desam Party (TDP)

Vizianagaram MP

Kalisetty Appalanaidu has

expressed his anger at

YSRCP chief YS Jagan

Mohan Reddy. He criti-

cized that Jagan does not

like development pro-

grams being carried out in

AP. He said that there will

be a discussion about

Jagan among the people.

MP Kalisetty spoke to the me-

dia in Delhi today (Monday).

He said that Jagan is claiming

in his media that he has

achieved Bhogapuram Airport.

He flagged that Jagan tried to

create problems.

Handloom Competes with Power Loom...

ggggg Sircilla weaver Veldi Hariprasad creates a sensation by weaving a

saree that fits into a matchbox in just 170 minutes.

g g g g g A live demonstration of the artisan’s unique handloom skill in the

presence of dignitaries.

Rajanna Sircilla, Aug  3: On

the occasion of National

Handloom Day, Veldi

Hariprasad, a handloom

weaver from Sircilla, achieved

a remarkable feat driven by the

resolve to showcase the talent

of Sircilla’s weavers to the

world. While weaving a single

handloom saree typically takes

about a day, he astonished every-

one by weaving an entire saree on

a traditional handloom in just 170

minutes (2 hours and 50 minutes).

Furthermore, he demonstrated his

exceptional skill by folding the

saree—which measured 5.5

meters in length and 45 inches in

width and weighed 175 grams—

and placing it inside an ordinary

matchbox in the presence of dig-

nitaries. Notably, the creation of

this saree involved the use of ap-

proximately 10,500 weft (hori-

zontal) threads and 1,500 warp

(vertical) threads. Achieving this

rare feat on a traditional

handloom—rivaling the speed of

a power loom—has become a

major topic of discussion within

the handloom sector. Several

prominent figures praised this re-

markable achievement by

Hariprasad, describing it as a testa-

ment to the skill, patience, and dedi-

cation of handloom weavers. They

expressed hope that this innovative

feat would earn a place in interna-

tional record books, such as the

Guinness World Records.

Students Must StudyStudents Must StudyStudents Must StudyStudents Must StudyStudents Must Study
Diligently : District Collector Garima AgrawalDiligently : District Collector Garima AgrawalDiligently : District Collector Garima AgrawalDiligently : District Collector Garima AgrawalDiligently : District Collector Garima Agrawal
Rajanna Sircilla, Aug  3: District

Collector Garima Agrawal advised

students to study diligently. On

Monday, she conducted a surprise

inspection of the Urban Residential

School in Sircilla town. During the

visit, she inspected the storeroom,

checking the stock of rice, lentils,

eggs, and other provisions. She in-

quired about the attendance of

teachers and staff. She also visited

classrooms and interacted with the

students, asking whether quality

meals were being served in accor-

dance with the prescribed menu.

She posed questions related to sci-

ence lessons and elicited answers

from the students. Speaking on the

occasion, Collector Garima

Agrawal urged students to make the

best use of the facilities provided

by the government and to focus in-

tently on their studies. She empha-

sized the need to master every topic

across all subjects.

Govt positively
considering official ID cards
for Joginis: Ponnam
Hyderabad, Aug 3  : Minister for

Transport Govt positively consid-

ering official ID cards for Joginis:

Ponnam Ponnam Prabhakar said

the government is positively con-

sidering the demand to accord

special recognition to Joginis and

provide them with official iden-

tity cards. Speaking on the occa-

sion of the Lal Darwaza

Simhavahini Mahankali Bonalu

celebrations on Monday, Ponnam

Prabhakar assured that the govern-

ment would extend all possible

support to Joginis and take nec-

essary measures to ensure that

they do not face any difficulties

in the future. The Minister said the

government was examining the

proposal to issue identity cards to

Joginis to provide them with offi-

cial recognition. He also said the

government had decided to con-

sider their inclusion as co-option

members in municipal bodies.

He further stated that better ar-

rangements would be made for

those serving the deity during the

Lal Darwaza Bonalu celebrations

through coordination among three

government departments. Ponnam

Prabhakar said he would discuss

the proposal to accord official rec-

ognition to Joginis with the con-

cerned Minister and take a final

decision on the matter.
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Hyderabad, Aug  3  :  Chief

Secretary Sanjay Jaju on Mon-

day conducted a high-level

coordination meeting with se-

nior officials at the Secretariat

to take stock of the prepara-

tions for the State-level Inde-

pendence Day celebrations to

be held on August 15 at the

historic Rani Mahal Lawns,

Golconda Fort in Hyderabad.

Reviewing the arrangements,

the Chief Secretary said the In-

dependence Day celebrations

are among the most significant

official events of the State and

should be organised with me-

ticulous planning, seamless co-

ordination and utmost dignity,

befitting the spirit of the

nation's freedom.

He informed the officials that,

as part of the Independence

Day programme, the Chief

CS reviews preparations
for Independence Day celebrations

Minister will first pay floral tributes to

the martyrs at the Veerula Sainik Smarak

at Parade Grounds, Secunderabad. There-

after, the Chief Minister will proceed to

the Rani Mahal Lawns, Golconda Fort,

where he will participate in the State-level

Independence Day celebrations, unfurl

the National Flag, inspect the ceremonial

parade and address the gathering.

The Chief Secretary directed all depart-

ments concerned to make elaborate and

foolproof arrangements for the smooth

conduct of the celebrations. He stressed

that every aspect of the event, including

security, traffic regulation, venue readi-

ness, public convenience and emergency

response, should be planned well in ad-

vance to ensure a flawless execution of

the programme. Sanjay Jaju instructed the

Roads & Buildings department to com-

plete all venue-related infrastructure

works, including the stage, seating ar-

rangements, barricading, approach roads

and other civil works.

Andhra: YSRCP demands
inquiry into relaxation of tender norms by TTD
Tirupati, Aug 3 : The YSR Congress Party (YSRCP)

has demanded an inquiry into the relaxation of bid-

ding qualifications for the supply of medicines and

medical equipment to hospitals run by the Tirumala

Tirupati Devasthanam (TTD).

The opposition party alleged that the relaxation of

norms would lead to corruption and compromise the

quality of medicines and medical equipment.

Speaking to the media, former TTD Chairman and

YSRCP leader Bhumana Karunakar Reddy said the

TTD Governing Board had decided to relax the eli-

gibility criteria for bidding companies from Rs 100

crore to Rs 25 crore for the supply of medicines and

medical equipment to TTD-run hospitals. In certain

categories, the turnover requirement has been brought

down further to Rs 15 crore, he said.

The former MLA alleged that this was done under

the instructions of Minister Nara Lokesh, despite

objections raised by a Board member representing a

reputed pharmaceutical company. He said the qual-

ity of medicines and medical equipment would be

compromised and claimed the decision was taken

only to facilitate kickbacks. Even

life-saving drugs and high-value

medical equipment would be pro-

cured under the diluted norms, he

alleged. He said the decision was

based on the recommendations of

an anonymous committee headed

by Jagadish, whose role in the pro-

cess has raised serious questions.

Setting aside the norms followed

by AIIMS and other premier medi-

cal institutions and allowing com-

panies with much lower turnover

to participate only reflected cor-

rupt intentions, he alleged, adding

that the argument of encouraging

greater participation “cuts no ice.”

YSRCP SC Cell State President

and former MLA T.J.R. Sudhakar

Babu also criticised the govern-

ment, alleging that the Chandr

ababu administration was using

false cases and diversionary

politics to suppress questions

over irregularities in DSC-

2025 and protect Education

Minister Nara Lokesh. He

said Alur MLA Virupakshi, an

elected leader from the

weaker sections, was arrested

like a terrorist in a midnight

police raid after he went to

protect a YSRCP worker at-

tacked by TDP cadres.  A vi-

ral video showed TDP worker

Nagaraju tearing his wife’s

nightdress in the presence of

police to frame the MLA.

Chennai, Aug 3 :  The Madras High Court on Mon-

day rejected the anticipatory bail plea of former

Tamil Nadu Minister and DMK MLA V. Senthil

Balaji in the Directorate of Vigilance and Anti-

Corruption (DVAC) case alleging large-scale cor-

ruption in the functioning of the Tamil Nadu State

Marketing Corporation (TASMAC).

Dismissing the plea, Justice G.K. Ilanthiraiyan held

that the nature of the allegations warranted custo-

dial interrogation and observed that the case in-

volved serious charges of large-scale corruption.

The court also took note of the prosecution’s claim

that the accused had allegedly abused their offi-

Madras HC rejects Senthil Balaji‘s
anticipatory bail plea in TASMAC corruption case

cial positions, entered into

a criminal conspiracy and

caused substantial financial

loss to the State exchequer.

The case stems from an FIR

registered by the DVAC on

July 28 against Balaji and

several others over alleged

irregularities in TASMAC

between 2021 and 2025,

when he served as Minister

for Electricity, Prohibition

and Excise.

Chennai, Aug 3  : The Tamil

Nadu Electricity Board

(TNEB) hard disk theft case,

which triggered a major politi-

cal controversy and raised con-

cerns over the possible com-

promise of sensitive official

data, has been transferred to

the Crime Branch-Criminal In-

vestigation Department

(CBCID) for a detailed probe.

The case came to light after 34

computer hard disks went

missing from the Information

Technology section of the

Tamil Nadu Electricity Board’s

headquarters on Anna Salai in

Chennai. The disappearance of

the storage devices sparked al-

legations from opposition par-

ties.

Tamil Nadu transfers
TNEB hard disk theft case to
CBCID amid conspiracy allegations

TN: GCC faces mounting cash crunch as
deficit nears Rs 2,000 crore amid rising civic expenditure
Chennai, Aug 3 :  The Greater

Chennai Corporation (GCC) is

grappling with a widening fis-

cal deficit as expenditure con-

tinues to outpace revenue, plac-

ing mounting pressure on the

civic body’s finances and affect-

ing its ability to meet payment

obligations.  Despite maintain-

ing relatively stable revenue

collections, the Corporation’s

overall deficit touched Rs 1,763

crore in the 2025-26 financial

year and increased to Rs 1,970

crore after accounting for prin-

cipal loan repayments, said of-

ficials. The financial strain has been driven

by a sharp increase in revenue expendi-

ture, which rose from Rs 3,581 crore in

2022-23 to Rs 5,676 crore in 2025-26. Of-

ficials attributed the surge to higher op-

erational costs, including conservancy ser-

vices, Design-Build-Finance-Operate-

Transfer (DBFOT) public conveniences.
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ndhra Pradesh Chief Minister N.

Chandrababu Naidu on Wednesday said

that his government’s commitment is to

provide policy stability, speedy clearances and pro-

active support to investors. He held discussions

with a high-level delegation of leading Taiwanese

companies and industry representatives to

strengthen cooperation in investment, advanced

manufacturing, electronics, semiconductors and

technology. During the discussions, Andhra

Pradesh showcased its investor-friendly policies,

world-class infrastructure, strong logistics network

and rapidly expanding manufacturing ecosystem.

The Chief Minister highlighted the State’s focus

on electronics, semiconductors, IT, advanced

manufacturing and export-oriented industries. Ac-

cording to an official release, the delegation in-

cluded representatives from leading global com-

panies and institutions.

The Taiwanese industry representatives shared their

investment experiences in India and explored op-

portunities to expand their presence in Andhra

Pradesh. Both sides agreed to strengthen institu-

tional engagement and facilitate greater collabo-

ration in manufacturing, technology and industrial

development.  Later, Minister for HRD, IT, Elec-

tronics &amp; Communications and RTGS Nara

Lokesh held a dedicated interaction with the del-

egation on workforce development, skilling and

educational cooperation.

Discussions focused on preparing Andhra Pradesh’s

youth for employment opportunities in Taiwan’s

growing manufacturing and technology sectors

through industry-aligned skill development, tech-

nical training and higher education partnerships.

The meeting explored collaboration in electronics

and semiconductor manufacturing, precision en-

gineering, industrial automation, healthcare and

other high-skill sectors. Discussions also covered

Mandarin language training, industry-specific cer-

tification, internships, student and faculty ex-

changes, joint research and workplace-readiness

programmes to build a globally competitive talent

pipeline. According to the official release, the meet-

ings marked another significant step in Andhra

Pradesh’s growing partnership with Taiwanese in-

dustry, with both sides expressing confidence that

closer collaboration in investment, manufacturing,

skilling and talent development will create new

opportunities for industry and employment in the

years ahead.

Chandrababu Naidu assures policy
stability, speedy clearances to investors

UN chief announces plans for
new enlarged meeting on Cyprus issue
Nicosia, Aug 3 :  United Na-

tions (UN) Secretary-General

Antonio Guterres on Monday

announced plans to convene

another enlarged meeting on

the Cyprus issue following a

tripartite meeting with Cyp-

riot President Nikos

Christodoulides and Turkish

Cypriot leader Tufan

Erhurman. Guterres arrived

in Cyprus on Monday

evening for his first visit to

the island since taking office

as UN Secretary-General. It

was also the first visit by a

sitting UN chief since Ban

Ki-moon travelled to Cyprus

in early 2010. Guterres said

the enlarged meeting on the

Cyprus issue will be con-

vened "after adequate

progress" is achieved on the

matters of confidence-build-

ing measures, the meeting's

methodology, and the sub-

stance of the talks, Xinhua

news agency reported. He did

not set a deadline, but said

there was a "consensus" among

the two sides and the island's three

guarantor powers -- Greece, Tur-

key and the United Kingdom - that

such a meeting should be held.

He stressed that the UN did not

want "another enlarged meeting to

end without result" and that "ad-

equate preparation" should be

made beforehand.

Guterres met separately on Tues-

day with Cypriot President, as

well as Erhurman, and reaffirmed

his commitment to supporting ef-

forts to resolve the Cyprus issue.

"This visit is a visit of solidarity

to the people of Cyprus and to

show my strong commitment to

make sure that we are able to

have, finally, the solution in

Cyprus," he said after meet-

ing Christodoulides. He later

met Erhurman.

Guterres said the pursuit of a

solution "depends, obviously,

on the Cypriots themselves,"

adding that "the guarantor

powers also have a role to

play," referring to Greece,

Turkey and the United King-

dom under the 1960 Treaty of

Guarantee.

Cyprus gained independence

from British colonial rule in

1960. Under the arrange-

ments governing its indepen-

dence, Britain, Greece and

Turkey were designated guar-

antor powers.

In 1974, a coup by Greek

army officers aimed at unit-

ing Cyprus with Greece

prompted a Turkish military

intervention, leaving the is-

land divided.

The United Nations has

maintained a long-standing

peacekeeping force in Cyprus

and has repeatedly mediated

talks between the Greek Cyp-

riot and Turkish Cypriot com-

munities.

India and Bangladesh work on
strengthening people-to-people ties, mutual understanding
Dhaka, Aug 3 : India's High

Commissioner to Bangladesh,

Pranay Verma held a meeting

with Bangladesh's Minister of

Information and Broadcasting

Zahir Uddin Swapon on Mon-

day, discussing cooperation in

the information and broadcast-

ing domain.  During the meet-

ing, two sides agreed to ex-

change visits of media delega-

tions between India and

Bangladesh to strengthen

people-to-people ties and pro-

mote mutual understanding.

Verma reiterated India's willing-

ness to work with Bangladesh

government to strengthen

people-centric cooperation in all

sectors.

"High Commisioner Pranay

Verma paid a courtesy call on

Minister of Information and

Broadcasting of Bangladesh

H.E. Zahir Uddin Swapon on 13

April 2026. They discussed

wide-ranging cooperation in in-

formation and broadcasting do-

main, including engagements be-

tween media and broadcasting in-

stitutions of the two countries.

They agreed to enhance ex-

change visits of media delega-

tions between the two countries

to strengthen people-to-people

relations and promote mutual

understanding," Indian High

Commission in Bangladesh

posted on X.  "High Commis-

sioner proposed various capac-

ity building initiatives for jour-

nalists and media professionals

under ITEC programme of Gov-

ernment of India. As part of

these initiatives, a special train-

ing course for women journal-

ists from Bangladesh will soon

be organised in India. They also

exchanged views on cooperation

in films, including organization of

film screening and film festivals

in each other’s country, as well as

collaboration in production and

post-production technological

support. High Commissioner re-

iterated India’s willingness to

work with the Government and

people of Bangladesh to

strengthen people-centric coop-

eration in all domains based on

mutual interest and mutual ben-

efit," it added.

Last week, Verma had called on

Bangladesh's Minister of Civil

Aviation and Tourism Afroza

Khanum Rita, discussing enhanc-

ing bilateral cooperation in civil

aviation. Bangladesh' Minister of

State for Civil Aviation and Tour-

ism M Rashiduzzaman Millat also

attended the meeting.

"High Commissioner Pranay

Verma paid a courtesy call on

Minister of Civil Aviation and

Tourism H.E. Mrs. Afroza

Khanum Rita on 09 April 2026.

Minister of State for Civil Avia-

tion and Tourism H.E. M

Rashiduzzaman Millat also joined

the meeting.

New York,  Aug 3  :

Leading US advocacy

group  Human Rights

Watch (HRW) on Mon-

day accused Bangladesh

authorities of failing to

uphold international le-

ga l  s tandards  a t  the

country’s International

Crimes Tribunal (ICT),

warning that such fail-

ures risk denying justice

to victims,  undermine

the rule of law and result

in unjust imprisonment

of political opponents.

The remarks came after

ICT prosecution on Mon-

day.

Concerns grow over
fair trial standards at
Bangladesh’s Interna-
tional Crimes Tribunal

Pakistan passport fourth
weakest in world after Iraq, Syria and Afghanistan
Islamabad, Aug 3 :

Pakistan's passport has been

ranked as the fourth weakest

in the world in the latest

Henley Passport Index with

only Iraq, Syria and Afghani-

stan placed below. Among

199 different passports as-

sessed by the firm, Pakistan's

passport stood at the 101st

spot in the world. As per the

latest rankings, people of Pa-

kistan can have visa-free or

visa-on-arrival entry at only

29 destinations. The UK-

based citizenship and residence advisory

company compares 199 different pass-

ports across 227 different travel destina-

tions, and assesses the score on the basis of

the number of places that can be visited

without a prior visa, or with a visa on ar-

rival. The three countries with weaker pass-

ports than Pakistan are Iraq, Syria and Af-

ghanistan. As per the Henley Index, Paki-

stani citizens can have visa-free entry in

Dominica, St Vincent and the Grenadines,

Vanuatu, Trinidad and Tobago, Barbados,

Haiti, Cook Islands, Rwanda, Micronesia,

Montserrat and The Gambia, leading Pa-

kistani network Geo News reported.

New Delhi, Aug 3 :  India’s relationship with

New Zealand has entered a new phase follow-

ing Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit, the

first to the country by an Indian Premier in two

decades, according to an article published by

NZIIA (New Zealand Institute of International

Affairs).  The article highlights that during the

two-day visit, PM Modi and New Zealand Prime

Minister Christopher Luxon upgraded the ties

between the two countries to a full Strategic Part-

nership, backed by a four-year "Roadmap to

2030" spanning defence, trade, maritime secu-

rity, agriculture, tourism, sports, culture and sci-

ence. India has gained importance in New

Zealand's long-term strategy as the country us

among the fastest-growing major economies and

is projected to become the world's third-largest

economy by 2030.

PM Modi’s visit takes
India-New Zealand bilateral ties into new phase
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Stabbing spree in
New York's Penn Station; five injured
New York, Aug 3 : Five people

were stabbed at New York Penn

Station, with at least one sus-

taining serious injuries, local

media reported.

The incident occurred on Sun-

day night (Local time). The five

victims were rushed to a local

hospital, reports CBS News,

quoting the Fire Department of

New York City.

A suspect was quickly taken

into custody, the authorities

said. Police sources told CBS

that the suspect is believed to

have mental health issues.

A criminal investigation is still

underway, and no signs of ter-

rorism have been reported

so far, reports Xinhua news

agency, quoting CBS

News.

Police urged the public to

avoid the area due to ex-

pected traffic delays, road

closures and mass transit

disruptions.



Philippines Ambassador hails India as one of 'top partners' after BhahMos missile rollout
Washington, Aug 3 : The

Philippines Ambassador to

the United States, Jose

Manuel del Gallego

Romualdez, highlighted the

strength of the India-Philip-

pines relationship, calling

New Delhi “one of Manila’s

top partners and friends.”

At a private event on Mon-

day evening in Washington,

Romualdez highlighted

India’s sale of BrahMos missiles

to the Philippines as evidence of

a strong defence partnership.

“We look at India now as one of

our top partners and friends. They

have been very supportive of the

Philippines…We are actually buy-

ing quite many defence equipment

like BrahMos and are also work-

ing with India on the technology

side,” he added. His statement

comes days after the Philippine

Marine Corps publicly unveiled

India’s BrahMos supersonic

cruise missile system. The $375

million deal signed in 2022 with

India’s BrahMos Aerospace pro-

vides the Philippines with missiles

capable of striking targets up to

290 kilometres, strengthening its

deterrence in the South China Sea.

The system is operated by the

Shore-Based Anti-Ship Missile

Battalion as part of the Philip-

pines’ broader military

modernisation efforts.

The Ambassador also recalled

Philippine President Ferdinand

Marcos’ visit to India in August

and called it a “very fruitful” trip.

“Our President had a recent state

visit to India not too long ago. It

was a very fruitful visit that we

had. So, we look forward to work-

ing with India.” Marcos met Prime

Minister Narendra Modi and other

senior officials during a 5-day

visit, and the two sides announced

an upgraded strategic partnership

aimed at deepening cooperation in

trade, defence, and maritime se-

curity. They also agreed to expand

collaboration in space, tourism,

culture, and digital technologies.

Measures included Indian support

for a pilot project to establish the

Philippines’ Sovereign Data

Cloud Infrastructure.
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Anthony Fauci invokes Fifth Amendment
during Senate hearing as Covid row returns
Washington, Aug 3 :  Former

top US infectious disease ex-

pert Anthony Fauci repeat-

edly invoked his Fifth

Amendment right against

self-incrimination before a

sharply divided Senate com-

mittee, as Republican law-

makers revived allegations

over US-funded coronavirus

research at China's Wuhan

Institute of Virology and

sought answers on the origins

of the Covid-19 pandemic.

The hearing before the Sen-

ate Homeland Security and

Governmental Affairs Com-

mittee on Sunday (local time)

quickly became a fierce par-

tisan confrontation, with

Chairman Rand Paul accus-

ing Fauci of helping fund

"dangerous gain-of-function

research" in Wuhan and later

announcing that the commit-

tee would consider holding

him in contempt for refusing

to answer questions despite

appearing under subpoena.

Fauci, who led the National In-

stitute of Allergy and Infectious

Diseases for nearly four de-

cades, began the hearing by

saying he had testified before

Congress "well over 200 times"

during his career. He said Sena-

tor Paul's repeated calls for his

prosecution left him with "the

only conclusion" that the hear-

ing was intended to force him

to say "something, anything"

that could support those efforts.

"Under the advice of my attor-

neys, I will invoke my right

under the Fifth Amendment of

the Constitution to refrain from

answering your questions,"

Fauci said. Throughout several

hours of questioning, Fauci re-

sponded to virtually every ques-

tion with the same statement:

"On the advice of counsel, I re-

spectfully decline to answer

based upon my rights under the

Fifth Amendment of the Con-

stitution."

Trump faults Fed after
decision to hold interest rates steady
Washington, Aug 3 :  US

President Donald Trump has

criticised the Federal Reserve

for leaving interest rates un-

changed, saying lower bor-

rowing costs would further

strengthen an economy that he

claimed was already attracting

record levels of investment.

Speaking at the White House

on Sunday (local time), Trump

praised Federal Reserve Gov-

ernor Kevin Warsh but sug-

gested the central bank's board

had prevented interest rate

cuts despite strong economic

performance. Asked whether

he was surprised by the Fed's

decision to keep rates un-

changed, Trump replied: "No,

Kevin's fantastic."

"Kevin's got a board. He's fan-

tastic. He's a brilliant guy,

smart." Trump added that

Warsh supported lower inter-

est rates but was constrained

by other policymakers. "I

know he'd love to see lower

interest rates, but he's got a

board, and it's a political

board, and they want to keep

rates up." The President ar-

gued that the US economy was

performing at an unprec-

edented level despite higher

borrowing costs. "But we fight

through rates."

"We have the greatest -- we

have the strongest investment

ever made in a country, of any

country." Trump claimed the

United States had attracted

$19.2 trillion in investment

commitments over the past

year, comparing it with previ-

ous records. "It was China

about 13, 14 years ago. We

have far greater." "$19.2 tril-

lion. It's the biggest number

ever spent in any country, by

far, and that's over a period of

one year." He contrasted those

figures with investment during

the previous administration.

South Korean Prez Lee, Polish PM hold summit
talks with focus on defense industry cooperation
Seoul, Aug 3 : South Korean

President Lee Jae Myung and

Polish Prime Minister Donald

Tusk held summit talks on

Monday to discuss ways to ex-

pand bilateral cooperation, with

defense ties likely to be high on

the agenda.  Lee held his first

in-person talks with Tusk at

Cheong Wa Dae, to be followed

by a joint press announcement

and an official luncheon.

Expanding strategic coopera-

tion across various sectors, es-

pecially in the defense industry,

is expected to be a central fo-

cus of the summit.

In December, Poland signed a

5.6 trillion-won ($4 billion)

contract with South Korean de-

fense company Hanwha Aero-

space Co. to import Chunmoo

multiple launch rocket systems.

The two leaders will also dis-

cuss the Middle East crisis and

other major geopolitical de-

velopments as Poland is a key

member of the European

Union and North Atlantic

Treaty Organization, presiden-

tial spokesperson Kang Yu-

jung said. Tusk arrived in

South Korea on Sunday for a

two-day visit, marking the first

bilateral trip to the country by

a Polish prime minister in 27

years. For Tusk's official visit,

Lee prepared a smartwatch

equipped with healthcare and

artificial intelligence func-

tions, reflecting the premier's

hobbies, including soccer and

running, according to Lee's

office, Yonhap news agency

reported. Lee also prepared a

Korean traditional hanbok-

style cloak for Tusk's pet dog,

a calligraphy piece and a tra-

ditional Korean bronze ware

cutlery set.

China's deepening role
in Iran conflict signals
'dangerous escalation': Report
Washington, Aug 3  : China

does not benefit from an out-

right Iranian win but from

Tehran's continued ability to

distract, complicate, and

impose costs on United

States power projection.

This makes the relationship

between Beijing and Tehran

"more dangerous than

simple arms sales" as it

evolves into a form of stra-

tegic burden-sharing against

the US, sustained through

proxies, sanctions evasion,

and plausible deniability, a

report said on Monday.

According to a report on

'One World Outlook', China

has moved beyond the role

of a distant benefactor of

Iran. It stated that if the US

intelligence reports are ac-

curate, Beijing is edging to-

wards “something more dan-

gerous: active enabling of

Iran's wartime rebuild".

Citing a CNN report,  i t

noted the US intelligence

assesses that China is pre-

paring to supply air-defence

systems to Iran in the com-

ing weeks, possibly using

third countries to conceal

the source. "This is not a

story about symbolism. It is

about capability. Air-defence

systems, anti-ship missiles, and

dual-use industrial inputs can

change the way a war is fought.

They can make it harder for the

United States and its allies to op-

erate in the region, complicate

surveillance and strike options,

and help Iran replenish losses in-

flicted by weeks of conflict. In

war, logistics and replacement

pipelines can matter as much as

battlefield bravado. A state that

helps restore those pipelines is

not standing on the sidelines; it

is shaping outcomes," the report

detailed.

“That is why these reports

should alarm policymakers in

Washington, Jerusalem, and

across the Gulf.

China has long presented itself

as a pragmatic power, one that

prefers commerce, diplomacy,

and stability to ideological con-

frontation. Yet the reported

behaviour suggests a more cyni-

cal approach: Beijing appears

willing to profit from Iran's iso-

lation while quietly strengthen-

ing Tehran's military hand," it

added.

According to the report, Ameri-

can think tank ‘The Atlantic

Council’ documented Chi-

nese supplies of drones, mis-

siles, and related components

to Iran, indicating a sustained

channel rather than a sudden

rupture.

It also cited British media

outlet BBC similarly report-

ing that US intelligence al-

leges Chinese support for

Iran's ballistic missile efforts

through training and key

components.

The report noted that if sub-

stantiated, the development

would constitute a “danger-

ous escalation” in China’s in-

volvement.

"Beijing may argue that air-

defence systems are defen-

sive, not offensive. That ar-

gument is technically neat

and strategically misleading.

A missile system labelled

‘defensive’ can still threaten

aircraft, drones, and naval

platforms. In a conflict zone,

the defensive-offensive dis-

tinction often collapses un-

der the realities of use,” it

stressed.

South Africa
reopens border crossing
with Mozambique

Cape Town, Aug 3  :

Traveller movement at

South Africa's main bor-

der crossing point with

Mozambique is now open

"until further notice," the

country's Border Man-

agement Authority

(BMA) announced.

UK lawmakers seek
independent probe
into human rights
abuses by Pakistani
forces in PoK
London, Aug 3 :

Several British

parliamentarians

expressed grave

concern over the

escalating unrest

in Pakistan-occu-

pied Kashmir

(PoK), where over

40 civilians were

killed and dozens

critically injured

in a brutal crack-

down by Pakistani

security forces.

British Labour

Party MP Liam

Byrne said that re-

ports of live fire

being used against

peaceful protest-

ers in PoK are

"deeply alarm-

ing".

Describing the

communications

blackout and hu-

man rights abuse

in the occupied

territory as "com-

pletely unaccept-

able".



India's maritime history was

neglected for decades: Sarbananda Sonowal
New Delhi, Aug 3 : Union

Minister Sarbananda

Sonowal on Monday said that

India's maritime history was

neglected for decades under

the previous governments.

The two-day-long India Mari-

time Heritage Conclave

(IMHC) drew a successful

closure in the national capi-

tal today as the maiden con-

clave attempt to revive the

academic focus on India’s

maritime history.

“India has a rich legacy of

maritime history. But, unfor-

tunately, for decades, it re-

mained neglected. With the

successful hosting of the

maiden India Maritime Heri-

tage Conclave (IMHC), the Cen-

tral government is making an ear-

nest attempt to revive the aca-

demic focus on India’s maritime

legacy. The engaging brainstorm-

ing among maritime experts from

leading maritime nations of the

world is a testament to how we can

revive, recite and repurpose our

maritime history for attempting to

find sustainable solutions for con-

temporary challenges,” the minis-

ter said.

The conclave was attended by glo-

bal experts and academicians from

11 nations to present, deliberate

and attempt to find sustainable so-

lutions to the contemporary chal-

lenges in the maritime sector of

the world. While India remained

in focus, the global historians and

maritime experts put an onus on

the country’s more than 5,000-

year-old history for shared growth

at the conclave. Sonowal said that

India's maritime rise is a testament

to the nation's progress and resur-

gence as a major global power.

“From enhanced port operations

and logistics to mega-infrastruc-

ture development, India is earning

global recognition as it aims to be-

come a major maritime na-

tion by 2030,” the minister

said.

He added that the explora-

tion of our rich maritime his-

tory, especially with the up-

coming National Maritime

Heritage Complex (NMHC)

in Lothal, is reshaping the

world's perspective on

India's shipping sector.

“At IMHC, we are creating

Bengaluru,  Aug 3 :  The

Karnataka BJP has lodged a

police complaint against the

off ice-bearers  of  the

Karnataka  Pradesh  Youth

Congress Committee, accus-

ing them of hatching a con-

spiracy to provoke people

against the Centre and Prime

Minister Narendra Modi by

using false posters and at-

tempting to create a law and

order situation in the state.

K'taka BJP lodges police com-K'taka BJP lodges police com-K'taka BJP lodges police com-K'taka BJP lodges police com-K'taka BJP lodges police com-
plaint against Youth Congressplaint against Youth Congressplaint against Youth Congressplaint against Youth Congressplaint against Youth Congress
over banner against PM Modiover banner against PM Modiover banner against PM Modiover banner against PM Modiover banner against PM Modi

Medinipur, Aug 3 : Ten-

sions flared at the

Medinipur Sadar BDO of-

fice on Monday afternoon

as Booth Level Officers

(BLOs) from Medinipur

city and Sadar block ex-

pressed their frustration

over what they called the

mounting responsibilities of

their role in the exercise of

Special Intensive Revision

(SIR), which is being car-

ried out in West Bengal to

purify the electoral rolls.

Frustrated by the ‘chal-

lenges’ of data entry, distri-

bution, and collection of

voter forms, the BLOs sub-

mitted a memorandum to

BDO Kahekashan Parveen,

highlighting multiple griev-

ances. “I can’t do it

anymore…data entry is not

possible!” exclaimed sev-

eral BLOs during the pro-

test.

Medinipur BLOs protest
over data entry work
under SIR, submit
memorandum to BDO

Thiruvananthapuram, Aug

3 :  The Special Investigation

Team (SIT) investigating al-

leged irregularities in Kerala

Public Service Commission

(PSC) recruitments has

turned its focus to the Plan-

ning Board examination,

where investigators are prob-

Kerala Planning Board 2023 top rank

candidate under SIT lens as PSC scam probe intensifies
ing allegations that the answer

script of the candidate who se-

cured the first rank in 2023 and is

now employed in the State Plan-

ning Board was allegedly manipu-

lated.  The allegation has emerged

as the most significant finding in

the probe so far.

The PSC exam was held on July

13, 2023, for the post of Chief (In-

dustry and Infrastructure), State

Planning Board. According to

sources, the SIT suspects that 10

questions carrying 58 marks were

excluded from the evaluation pro-

cess after it was found that the

candidate had answered six of

them incorrectly and left four un-
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answered. Investigators are exam-

ining whether the questions were

subsequently dropped to protect

the candidate's rank. The candi-

date is reported to have links with

a Left-affiliated organisation.

These allegations remain under

investigation. The SIT, headed

by IG of Police Ajitha Beegum,

has already registered an FIR

in the case. However, no ac-

cused have been named so far,

with investigators indicating

that the probe has now entered

a crucial phase aimed at iden-

tifying individual culpability.

Sources said the investigation

team will soon be expanded as

it moves into its second stage.

BRS trying to gain political
mileage from Godavari floods: Adluri
Hyderabad, Aug 3  : Min-

is ter  for  Social  Welfare

Minister  Adluri  Laxman

Kumar  has  s t rongly

cr i t i c i sed  the  Bhara t

Rashtra Samithi (BRS) for

attempting to derive politi-

ca l  mi leage  f rom the

Godavari floods rather than

standing with the people

during a period of distress.

Responding to the recent

statements made by BRS

leaders, the Minister ob-

served that their demand

for the immediate lifting of

f loodwaters  f rom

Medigadda was  nothing

more than a deliberate dis-

tortion of facts.

In a statement on Monday,

Adluri Laxman Kumar  re-

marked that  such s ta te-

ments once again exposed

the party's lack of even a

basic understanding of the

functioning of large-scale

irrigation systems. "The mere

presence of floodwaters in the

Godavari does not imply that

the entire volume can be lifted

instantaneously. The operation

of irrigation projects is not

governed by political rhetoric

or press conferences. It is de-

termined by scientific param-

eters, including reservoir wa-

ter levels, pumping capacity,

canal carrying capacity, down-

stream storage availability,

power supply, technical clear-

ances from engineers and es-

tablished safety protocols," he

said.

The Minister asserted that the

BRS must first explain to the

people of Telangana how the

Medigadda  Bar rage ,  con-

structed at the cost of thou-

sands  of  c rores  of  publ ic

money, had deteriorated into

its present condition.

"The structural deficiencies in

Medigadda have imposed a

massive financial burden on

the State exchequer. The entire

nation has witnessed the con-

t roversy  sur rounding  the

project.

It is therefore nothing short of

political bankruptcy for those

responsible to now attempt to

mis lead  the  publ ic  in  i t s

name," he said.

Adluri Laxman Kumar further

remarked that the BRS leader-

ship had once again displayed

its ignorance by equating grav-

ity flow with lift irrigation

whi le  comment ing  on  the

movement of water from Yellampalli. He

clarified that every irrigation project is

designed according to engineering prin-

ciples, with gravity flow being utilised

wherever geographically feasible, while

lift irrigation is adopted wherever techni-

ca l ly  necessary.  Such  dec is ions ,  he

emphasised, are based entirely on scien-

tific and engineering considerations rather

than political narratives.

Questioning the credibility of the opposi-

tion, the Minister asked why the BRS had

fa i led  to  comple te  the  Tummidihat t i

Project despite repeatedly promising it to

the people of Telangana throughout its

decade-long tenure in power.

Complete Palamuru-Rangareddy project without delay : BRS Leaders
Hyderabad, Aug 3: BRS leaders have urged the

Telangana government to expedite the comple-

tion of Palamuru-Rangareddy Lift Irrigation

Project, stating that it is crucial for the develop-

ment of drought-prone Palamuru region. The

demand was made during the Palamuru Devel-

opment Forum meeting held in Baltimore, USA.

Former Minister Srinivas Goud said the project

would provide irrigation to an additional five to

six lakh acres and help end the district's long-

standing water scarcity despite the presence of

nearby rivers. He called on the Congress gov-

ernment to prevent Karnataka's upstream

projects, alleging they could affect Telangana's

irrigation schemes. Goud urged Chief Minister

A Revanth Reddy to complete the remaining

works and said he was willing to extend support

irrespective of political affiliations. Former Min-

ister C Lakshma Reddy appealed for united ef-

forts towards Palamuru's development, recalling

that former Chief Minister K Chandrashekar Rao

had prioritised the district after Telangana's for-

mation. He said litigation had delayed the irri-

gation project and proposed a special meeting

of nearly 5,000 Palamuru-origin NRIs in the

United States to gather development sugges-

tions. Former MLA Alla Venkateswara Reddy

stressed that education and irrigation are the

twin pillars of Palamuru's progress and urged

the Chief Minister to complete the project to

reduce migration and expand irrigation cover-

age. Former Narayanpet MLA S Rajender

Reddy requested the forum to support new stu-

dents arriving in the United States and assured

continued participation of BRS leaders in fu-

ture gatherings of Palamuru NRIs.



New Delhi, Aug 3 : The Di-

rectorate General of GST In-

telligence (DGGI) has uncov-

ered a massive case of fraudu-

lently availing Input Tax Credit

(ITC) to the tune of RS 645

crore through a web of 229

dummy GST-registered firms,

controlled and operated by a

Delhi-based syndicate.  The

kingpin of the racket has been

arrested, according to an offi-

cial statement issued on Mon-

day. Acting on credible intelli-

gence, DGGI officers of the

Delhi Zone conducted a coor-

dinated search operations at

multiple premises across the

national capital, unearthing a

huge cache of incriminating

documents, digital devices,

and ledgers that established the

operation of non-existent firms

engaged in issuing invoices

without actual supply of goods

or services.

GST officials detect Rs 645
crore ITC fraud in Delhi,
kingpin of racket arrested

New Delhi, Aug 3 :  US-based technology

giant Microsoft has posted a strong set of

fourth-quarter and full-year results for fis-

cal 2026 driven by robust demand for its

cloud and artificial intelligence (AI) offer-

ings, with Azure annual revenue crossing

the $100 billion mark for the first time,

according to the company.

The tech giant posted fourth-quarter rev-

enue of $90 billion, up 18 per cent year-

on-year, while operating income rose 18

per cent to $40.6 billion.

Meanwhile, net income climbed 31 per

cent to $35.8 billion on a GAAP basis,

while diluted earnings per share (EPS) in-

creased 32 per cent to $4.81.

On a non-GAAP basis, net income rose 22

Microsoft Q4 revenue rises
18 pc to $90 billion, Azure annual revenue tops $100 billion

per cent to $35.3 billion and

diluted EPS increased 23 per

cent to $4.74.

Microsoft Cloud revenue

surged 27 per cent to $59.3

billion during the quarter. Rev-

enue from the Intelligent

Cloud segment rose 32 per

cent to $39.3 billion, with

Azure and other cloud services

revenue jumping 43 per cent.

"We are advancing the frontier

on the cost-to-outcome curve,

ensuring every customer can

turn tokens into business re-

sults," said Microsoft Chair-

man and CEO Satya Nadella.

Mumbai, Aug 3: India's gold de-

mand declined 6 per cent year-on-

year (YoY) to 131.4 tonnes dur-

ing the April-June quarter of 2026,

as subdued seasonal demand,

higher customs duty and a shift in

consumer sentiment weighed on

purchases, according to the World

Gold Council's (WGC) latest Q2

2026 Gold Demand Trends report.

The country's total gold demand

stood at 131.4 tonnes in the quar-

ter, down from 139.7 tonnes in the

corresponding period last year,

with jewellery consumption wit-

nessing the sharpest decline.

Jewellery demand fell 15 per cent

year-on-year to 75.1 tonnes from

India's Q2 gold demand falls
6 pc; investment demand stays resilient

88.8 tonnes a year ago, as per the

data.

The decline also came after Prime

Minister Narendra Modi, in May,

urged citizens to curb non-essen-

tial gold purchases and consider

alternative savings avenues to

help reduce pressure on the

country's foreign exchange re-

serves amid rising import costs

driven by volatile crude oil prices.

“I would appeal to people not to

buy gold for weddings for one

year,” PM Modi said in May amid

the ongoing global crisis because

of Middle East tensions.

Meanwhile, gold and silver prices

drop up to 1 per cent on MCX on

Thursday due to

profit booking ahead

of US Fed policy de-

cision.

“The steady resil-

ience of gold around

the $4080 mark re-

flects a market bal-

ancing two powerful

forces – a hawkish

monetary policy and

an escalating geopo-

litical risk in the

Middle East leading

to further uncertain-

ties in global

economy,” an ana-

lyst stated.

New Delhi, Aug 3 : German

luxury carmaker BMW on

Monday announced plans to

cut several thousand jobs in

Germany by the end of 2027

through a voluntary redun-

dancy programme, becoming

the latest automaker to reduce

its workforce amid weakening

BMW to cut around 8,000 jobs in
Germany by 2027 amid weak demand and cost pressures

demand, mounting cost pressures

and a challenging transition to

electric vehicles.

The company said the severance

programme, agreed with the

works council, will primarily af-

fect employees in its administra-

tion and development divisions,

while production operations will

remain unaffected.

According to multiple reports,

BMW's workforce in Germany is

expected to shrink by around

8,000 employees. The Munich-

based automaker currently em-

ploys about 150,000 people

worldwide.

The move comes as Germany's

automotive industry faces

multiple headwinds, including

the costly shift towards elec-

tric mobility, intense compe-

tition from Chinese manufac-

turers and the impact of tar-

iffs imposed by the United

States. BMW joins rivals

Volkswagen and Mercedes-

Benz, both of which have al-

ready reached agreements to

reduce tens of thousands of

jobs as part of broader restruc-

turing efforts.

Mumbai, Aug 3 : India's so-

lar equipment manufacturing

capacity is poised for robust

growth over the next 2-3 years,

with module and cell manufac-

turing capacity of around 80

GW and 50 GW respectively

in the pipeline, according to a

report.  This will entail a capex

India's solar equipment manufacturing
capacity set to surge in next 2-3 years: Report

of nearly Rs 1 lakh crore with an

estimated debt funding of nearly

Rs 70,000 crore over the medium

term, including investments in

polysilicon and wafer capacities,

it said. India's module and cell ca-

pacity stood at around 70 GW and

8 GW respectively as of March

2024, although high-efficiency

module capacity is only 50 GW. The capacity

enlisted under the Approved List of Models and

Manufacturers for Modules (ALMM-I) reached

60 GW as of September 2024, although a large

section is in the ramp-up phase, thus barely

sufficing to meet the domestic module require-

ment. The accelerated growth over the last 12

months has been an outcome of the growing

ESG focus of corporates, buoyant investor in-

terest, proactive policy support, and enhanced

availability of financing avenues, the report

said. CareEdge Ratings says that capacity ad-

dition plans of around 80 GW by leading mod-

ule manufacturers will entail a capex of nearly

Rs 12,000 crore over the next 2-3 years. Do-

mestic cell capacity is expected to witness com-

mensurate growth to reach 60 GW by FY27

with about Rs 30,000 crore worth of invest-

ments by major players over the next 2-3 years

on the back of strong policy support for pro-

gressive backward integration.

The resultant capacity growth will make India

a surplus market, given the annual module re-

quirement of 40-50 GW, necessitating that the

domestic players tap the export markets.

CareEdge Ratings believes that the solar seg-

ment will significantly help in India's renew-

able capacity growth.

New Delhi, Aug 3 : The Min-

istry of Electronics and Infor-

mation Technology (MeitY)

has asked senior officials

from Meta to appear before

the government to explain the

temporary restriction placed

on Prime Minister Narendra

Modi's Facebook post, with

the meeting expected to take

place within the next seven

to 10 days.  Speaking on the

matter, MeitY Secretary S.

Krishnan said the govern-

ment is seeking both a policy-

level and technical explana-

tion from the social media

company to understand how

the incident occurred. “India

intends to convey its con-

cerns directly to Meta and

obtain a comprehensive ac-

count of the circumstances

that led to the brief restric-

tion,” he said. “Meta has al-

ready conveyed its regret

over the incident and pro-

vided a preliminary explana-

tion to the government.

Govt seeks detailed
explanation from Meta
over temporary
restriction of PM Modi's
Facebook post

Mumbai, Aug 3 : The markets regulator is

preparing to roll out a bond tokenisation pilot

within six to nine months, while also advanc-

ing a wide-ranging reform agenda covering

corporate bond liquidity, broker capital norms,

IPO price discovery and foreign investor ac-

cess, SEBI Chairman Tuhin Kanta Pandey

said on Monday.

The initiative is being seen as a key step to-

ward improving participation in India’s debt

markets and making fixed-income instruments

more accessible and efficient. “The regulator

is expected to roll out a pilot for bond

tokenisation within six to nine months,”

Pandey said while speaking at the ICICI Se-

curities India Investor Conference here.

On the corporate bond market, Pandey said

SEBI is working on a market-making frame-

work aimed at improving liquidity in second-

ary trading.

He also noted that coordination with the Re-

serve Bank of India remains crucial for up-

coming reforms, particularly as the central

bank has already released draft guidelines on

total return swaps and corporate bond deriva-

tives earlier this year.

“These products are expected to move for-

ward once the regulatory framework is

finalised,” he explained. The renewed focus

on bonds comes despite rapid growth in issu-

ance volumes, with corporate bond issuances

crossing Rs 9 lakh crore.

Bond tokenisation pilot
likely in 6–9 months: SEBI chief

Seoul, Aug 3 :  LG Energy

Solution Ltd (LGES), South

Korea ' s  l ead ing  ba t te ry

maker, said on Monday it

swung to a net loss in the

second quarter from a year

earlier amid a prolonged

slowdown in the electric ve-

hicle (EV) market.

LG Energy swings to
Q2 loss on EV market slowdown

In the three months that ended

in June, LGES posted a net

loss  of  328 .6  b i l l ion  won

(US$228.4 million), compared

with a net profit of 90.6 billion

won in the same period last year,

the company said in a statement.

"Sluggish EV sales in the North

American market and the sus-
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pension of operations at U.S. joint venture

plants since early this year weighed on the

quarterly results," a company official said,

reports Yonhap news agency.
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United Nations, Aug 3 :  Two senior UN

officials called on the international commu-

nity to significantly scale up the Ebola re-

sponse in the Democratic Republic of the

Congo (DRC) as the spread of the epidemic

is outpacing the response. Julien Harneis, the

UN senior Ebola coordinator, and Carl Skau,

acting executive director of the UN World

Food Programme (WFP), made the appeal

in a virtual press briefing on Monday (local

time) from Bunia, the capital city of the

DRC's Ituri province, the epicentre of the

Ebola outbreak. "In the last 24 hours, 50

people have died of Ebola in the Congo. And

the number of cases is growing exponen-

tially, doubling every 20 days. This is a far

Seoul, Aug 3 : Senior US State Department

officials recently met with a South Korean pas-

tor who had led rallies opposing the impeach-

ment of now-jailed former President Yoon Suk

Yeol over his failed marital law bid, according

to a church on Monday. According to Segero

Church, Riley Barnes, assistant secretary of

state for democracy, human rights and labour

(DRL), and Julie Turner, acting deputy assis-

tant secretary of state for DRL, along with

White House faith liaison Belsis Romero, vis-

ited the church in Busan, some 330 kilometres

southeast of Seoul, on Sunday for a meeting

with Senior Pastor Son Hyun-bo.

The church said the visit was arranged after

the US side reached out about a month ago,

and added that the two sides discussed a broad

range of issues in South Korea, reports Yonhap

news agency. According to the church, discus-

sions covered a wide range of issues, includ-

ing a proposed law on dissolving religious cor-

porations and discussions on a comprehensive

anti-discrimination law, among others.

UN officials urge stronger Ebola response
in DR Congo as outbreak outpaces efforts

faster growth than the growth in

our response. And so the gap be-

tween the epidemic and our re-

sponse is widening," said Harneis.

Skau said the Ebola outbreak in

the DRC is the fastest-growing

Ebola crisis ever. "To make a com-

parison, in the past two months,

1,000 people have died (in DRC).

That took 8 months for 1,000

people to die in West Africa."

The officials called for a massive

ramp-up of the response, reports

Xinhua news agency.

The long-running conflict in the

eastern DRC has driven nearly 10

million people into crisis or emer-

gency levels of food insecurity,

with Ituri -- the epicentre of the

Ebola outbreak -- among the hard-

est-hit areas, where nearly 2 mil-

lion people need food assistance,

Skau said. "The response must ur-

gently scale up, with more fund-

ing, supplies, medical teams and

access to reach those in need,"

Harneis said, calling on mem-

ber states to keep their borders

open so that Ebola response

personnel can travel to the

country, supplies can be deliv-

ered quickly and freely, and

staff leaving the country are

able to return home.

US officials meet South Korean pastor
who led anti-impeachment rallies for Yoon

Damascus, Aug  3  : Russia hopes

to keep its military bases in Syria

as they are important in the fight

against terrorism, Russian

Deputy Foreign Minister Mikhail

Bogdanov said late Sunday. "I

think there is general agreement

that the fight against terrorism

and the IS is not over, it requires

collective efforts. In this regard,

our presence played an important

role in the fight against interna-

tional terrorism," state-run RIA

news agency reported, citing

Bogdanov.

The Russian diplomat added that

Moscow has established contacts

with the political committee of

Syria's Hayat Tahrir al-Sham

(HTS) group and discussed issues

of ensuring the security of the

Russian diplomatic mission and

citizens in the country, Xinhua

news agency reported.

Russia hopes to keep
military bases in Syria,
Guterres urges deescalation

Washington, Aug 3 :  A bipartisan

group of US senators has introduced

legislation aimed at strengthening

Washington's ability to counter what

they describe as the People's Repub-

lic of China's "grey-zone" tactics in the

Indo-Pacific, arguing that Beijing's

coercive activities threaten regional

stability, US national security and key

allies across the region.

The legislation, introduced on Mon-

day (local time) by Senators Tammy

Duckworth, a Democrat from Illinois,

and Marsha Blackburn, a Republican

from Tennessee, seeks to enhance co-

operation between the US State De-

partment and Indo-Pacific partners to

better monitor, deter and respond to

China's activities that fall short of open

military conflict.

"Increasing PRC aggression in the

Indo-Pacific doesn't just impact our

partners in the region -- it threatens

America's economic and national se-

curity," Duckworth said while an-

nouncing the bipartisan measure.

"We are a Pacific nation, and we de-

pend on a free and open Indo-Pacific.

As the PRC works to undermine re-

gional stability through its grey-zone

tactics, our bipartisan bill would help

US Senate bill targets
China grey-zone
tactics in Indo-Pacific

ensure the US better coordinates

with our partners and deters these

efforts that pose a real threat to our

security," she added. According to

the senators, "grey-zone tactics"

include actions designed to under-

mine stability without triggering

conventional armed conflict. The

press release cites cyberattacks,

economic coercion and informa-

tion warfare among the methods

employed by China.

"Communist China is constantly

devising ways to evade detection

and act maliciously towards our

allies through cyberattacks, eco-

nomic coercion, information war-

fare, and other 'grey-zone' tactics

that undermine the US and our al-

lies without using open military

conflict," Blackburn said.

"This legislation would strengthen

our ability to counter the CCP's

malign geopolitical interests and

its increasingly aggressive tactics

in the Indo-Pacific," she added.

Under the bill, the Secretary of

State would be required to sub-

mit a strategy to improve

monitoring of Chinese

behaviour in the Indo-Pacific

and identify government

branches, programmes and ac-

tors that can strengthen over-

sight. The legislation also calls

for a task force to track, for-

mulate and strengthen tools to

counter and mitigate Chinese

grey-zone operations. The task

force would evaluate progress

through performance indica-

tors and report its findings to

Congress.

In addition, the State Depart-

ment would be instructed to

identify new areas of collabo-

ration with Indo-Pacific allies,

partners and private stakehold-

ers to strengthen collective ca-

pabilities to deter Chinese co-

ercion. The senators said the

effort is intended to advance

US national interests, protect

the global economy and im-

prove regional security.

The announcement also high-

lighted Duckworth's broader

legislative efforts on Indo-Pa-

cific security. Her office said

she has sponsored measures

including the Strategy for Cri-

sis Management Act and the

South China Sea Strategy Act.

Seoul, Aug 3 : South Korea's Prime Minister

nominee Han Seong-sook said Monday she will

put top priority on improving the people's live-

lihoods if confirmed as the country's No. 2 offi-

cial. President Lee Jae Myung designated Han

as successor to outgoing Prime Minister Kim

Min-seok on Monday.

An information technology expert, Han has

served as Lee's first minister for medium-sized

enterprises (SMEs) and startups.

South Korea's PM nominee vows to put
top priority on improving people's livelihoods

Philippines evacuates over 45,000 people after Mount Kanlaon eruption
Manila, Aug 3 : Philippine

President Ferdinand

Romualdez Marcos said on

Saturday that the government

has evacuated over 45,000

residents from villages around

the active Kanlaon Volcano,

which erupted on Monday.

Marcos said the government

targets evacuating around

84,000 villagers within the six-km

danger zone from the volcano.

He said the government is ready

to assist residents impacted by the

eruption, which blanketed several

villages with ashes and contami-

nated drinking water sources in the

community, reports Xinhua news

agency.

"We will step up. Any escalation

in damages and destruction will be

met with a stronger government

response," Marcos said.

Kanlaon, which straddles the

provinces of Negros Oriental and

Negros Occidental on the island

of Negros in the central Philip-

pines, spewed a "voluminous

plume" that rose more than

4,000 meters into the sky on

Monday afternoon. The Philip-

pine Institute of Volcanology

and Seismology raised the alert

level to three on a scale of five,

warning that a "magmatic erup-

tion has begun that may progress

to further explosive eruptions,"

urging residents within the dan-

ger zone and beyond to move to

safety.

Sydney, Aug 3 : The leader

of Australia's federal opposi-

tion party, Peter Dutton, has

revealed his nuclear energy

plan would cost hundreds of

billions of dollars.

Dutton, the leader of the Coa-

lition, on Monday, released

the long-awaited costing of

his plan to build seven

nuclear reactors on the sites

of retiring coal plants if he is

elected Prime Minister (PM)

Australian opposition leader
reveals $210 billion price tag for nuclear plan

at the 2025 general election, re-

ports Xinhua news agency. Ac-

cording to the independent cost-

ing, the plan would cost 331 bil-

lion Australian dollars ($210.7

billion).

Under Dutton's proposal, the first

two publicly-owned reactors

would begin operation by the mid-

2030s, with coal-fired power

plants to fill the generation gap in

the meantime.

In 2050 -- by which the remain-

ing five reactors would be opera-

tional -- Dutton said that nuclear

power would account for 38 per

cent of Australia's electricity gen-

eration, with renewables covering

54 per cent and the remaining

eight per cent coming from a com-

bination of storage and gas.

The governing Labor Party has

committed to pursuing a

renewables-only future, which the

Coalition has claimed would cost

over 600 billion AUD ($381.9 bil-

lion). "This is a plan which will

underpin the economic success

of our country for the next cen-

tury," Dutton told reporters on

Saturday. "This will make

electricity reliable. It will make

it more consistent.

Japan puts new evidence ofJapan puts new evidence ofJapan puts new evidence ofJapan puts new evidence ofJapan puts new evidence of
historical germ-warfare unit on displayhistorical germ-warfare unit on displayhistorical germ-warfare unit on displayhistorical germ-warfare unit on displayhistorical germ-warfare unit on display
Tokyo, Aug 3 : The former site

of the headquarters of Unit 731,

a notorious Japanese germ-

warfare unit during World War

II (WWII), reopened to the pub-

lic on Monday, featuring a spe-

cial exhibition showcasing evi-

dence of its germ-warfare ac-

tivities.

Nearly 2,100 items, including

archives, historical materials,

relics and publications col-

lected by the Exhibition Hall of

Evidences of Crime Commit-

ted by Unit 731 of the Japa-

nese Imperial Army in recent

years, were unveiled at the

exhibition, according to

Zhang Yang, deputy director

of the facility, reports Xinhua

news agency.
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New Delhi, Aug 3 : Morocco is

seeking to deepen its economic

partnership with India by posi-

tioning itself as a strategic gate-

way for Indian industries to ac-

cess European and African mar-

kets.

The North African nation, which

has emerged as a major indus-

trial hub and a key supplier of

phosphates to India, is inviting

greater collaboration in sectors

such as defence, automotive,

aerospace, green technologies

and logistics, according to re-

ports.

The development come at a time

when India and Morocco have

intensified high-level engage-

ments in recent months.

Last September, Union Minister

of State for External Affairs Kirti

Vardhan Singh held discussions

with visiting Moroccan Secre-

tary of State for Foreign Trade

Omar Hejira in New Delhi, with

both sides exploring ways to fur-

ther strengthen bilateral coopera-

Morocco eyes stronger

economic partnership with India
tion. The growing partnership was

also underscored by Defence Min-

ister Rajnath Singh's landmark

visit to Morocco, the first-ever by

an Indian Defence Minister.

During the visit, India and Mo-

rocco signed a Memorandum of

Understanding on defence coop-

eration and held discussions on

counter-terrorism, maritime secu-

rity, cyber defence and capacity

building.

A major highlight of the visit was

the joint inauguration of Tata Ad-

vanced Systems Limited's defence

manufacturing facility in

Berrechid by Rajnath Singh and

Moroccan Defence Minister

Abdelatif Loudyi.

The state-of-the-art facility, spread

across 20,000 square metres, will

manufacture the indigenously de-

veloped Wheeled Armoured Plat-

form (WhAP) 8x8, jointly de-

signed by Tata Advanced Systems

and India's Defence Research and

Development Organisation

(DRDO).

India and Morocco have also been

exploring greater cooperation in

trade-oriented sectors such as

pharmaceuticals, chemicals and

advanced manufacturing.

During his visit to Rabat, Rajnath

Singh held talks with Morocco's

Minister of Trade Ryad Mezzour

on expanding economic collabo-

ration and investment opportu-

nities.

Morocco's emergence as a ma-

jor industrial hub has strength-

ened its appeal to international

investors. Recently ranked as

Africa's leading industrial

economy in the 2025 Africa

Industrialisation Index pub-

lished by the African Develop-

ment Bank Group, the country

has become Africa's largest au-

tomotive exporter and one of the

world's fastest-growing vehicle

manufacturing centres.

H&FW Minister says CSCs vital for Digital Odisha
Bhubaneswar, Aug 3 :

Odisha Health and Family

Welfare Minister Mukesh

Mahaling on Monday said

Common Service Centres

(CSCs) have become a key pil-

lar in building a Digital Odisha

by ensuring doorstep delivery

of government and digital ser-

vices to citizens.

Addressing the 17th Common

Service Centre (CSC) Day cel-

ebrations in Bhubaneswar, the

Minister said CSC SPV had

been serving as a powerful

medium for nationwide digi-

tal inclusion for the past 17

years. He noted that CSC had

become a crucial bridge in tak-

ing the Digital India campaign

from village to village and

door to door. By successfully

delivering government ser-

vices, banking, digital educa-

tion, telemedicine, the Na-

tional Digital Health Mission,

and various social security

schemes to rural areas, CSC had

bridged the digital divide and em-

powered lakhs of rural entrepre-

neurs.

Mahaling said the National Digi-

tal Health Mission had enabled

people in rural areas to access

digital health IDs, teleconsultation

services, and modern healthcare

facilities, marking a significant

transformation in rural healthcare

delivery.

He credited Prime Minister

Narendra Modi’s vision and

Chief Minister Mohan

Charan Majhi’s leadership

for accelerating Odisha’s

digital transformation.

The Minister noted that the

state now had more than

45,000 CSC centres deliver-

ing digital services to citizens

and creating a new chapter in

digital governance. High-

lighting the contribution of

CSCs.

Jaipur, Aug 3 :  The proposed inland port and

artificial canal project in Rajasthan's Barmer-

Jalore region has received fresh momentum,

with key technical and feasibility studies pro-

gressing to advance the ambitious infrastruc-

ture initiative aimed at transforming Western

Rajasthan.

This information was provided by Union Min-

ister for Ports, Shipping and Waterways

Sarbananda Sonowal in the Rajya Sabha while

responding to a question raised by Rajya Sabha

MP and Rajasthan BJP president Madan

Rathore regarding the development of a new

port in the state. During the discussion,

Rathore sought details on the number of op-

erational ports in the country, the Centre's

plans for developing new ports, and the feasi-

bility of establishing a port in the Barmer-

Jalore region by bringing seawater inland. In

'Inland Port Project in
Rajasthan gains fresh momentum'

his reply, the Union Minister

informed the House that In-

dia currently has 12 major

ports and 217 non-major

ports. He also stated that ap-

proval has been granted for the

development of the Vadhavan

Port on the western coast as a

greenfield deep-draft port. Re-

ferring to the Minister's re-

sponse, Madan Rathore said

that a pre-feasibility report has

already been prepared for the

proposed inland port and arti-

ficial canal in the Bakhasar

area of Barmer district. He

further stated that the Inland

Waterways Authority of India

(IWAI).

Massive reshuffle in
Bengal Police, 179 IPS officers transferred
Kolkata, Aug 3 : A major re-

shuffle took place in the West

Bengal police administration

on Monday, with the Suvendu

Adhikari government issuing

a transfer notification for 179

IPS officers.  Among them are

about 12 Superintendents of Po-

lice, including those of Dia-

mond Harbour in South 24

Parganas district. The Lok

Sabha constituency of Diamond

Harbour is represented by

Trinamool Congress leader

Abhishek Banerjee. After com-

ing to power in the state, the

Suvendu Adhikari government

carried out its first major re-

shuffle at the administrative

level. Surya Pratap Yadav was

removed as the Superintendent

of Police of Birbhum district.

He is being given the charge of

Joint CP (Admin) of Kolkata

Police. Jalpaiguri SP Amarnath

K. has been promoted and made

the DIG of the Intelligence Bu-

reau of North Bengal. Purulia SP

Vaibhav Tiwari has now been ap-

pointed as Joint CP (Armed Po-

lice) of Kolkata Police. Barasat

Police District Superintendent

Pushpa has been sent to East

Burdwan. Bankura SP Saumaditya

Bhattacharya has been given the

charge of Malda Special Task Force

(STF). South Dinajpur Superinten-

dent of Police Chinmoy Mittal has

also been transferred. Hooghly

Rural SP Kumar Sunny Raj has

been given the charge of

Purulia. Baruipur Police Dis-

trict Superintendent Shuvendra

Kumar has been given the

charge of the Wireless Branch

of Kolkata Police.

Tripoli, Aug 3 : Libya's Structured Dia-

logue, a core component of the UN-facili-

tated political roadmap, has concluded.

During the final plenary meeting on Mon-

day (local time), participants presented their

final recommendations aimed at creating

conditions for holding national elections,

unifying and strengthening state institu-

tions, and helping address the long-term

root causes of the conflict, the United Na-

tions Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL)

said in a statement. "What began as a shared

commitment has grown into a dynamic and

meaningful process driven by your dedica-

tion, your expertise, and your belief in your

country's future," said Hanna Tetteh, the

UN secretary-general's special representa-

tive for Libya, in her opening remarks.

The next phase will focus on supporting

the implementation of the dialogue's rec-

ommendations, while UNSMIL will con-

tinue advancing other elements of the

roadmap, Tetteh added. The dialogue

brought together around 120 Libyan par-

ticipants from across the country, includ-

ing representatives of youth.

Libya's Structured
Dialogue concludes: UN mission

South Korea: Extreme heat wave to persist through next week
Seoul, Aug 3 :  The ongoing heat wave is expected

to continue for the time being, as the pressure sys-

tem remains largely unchanged and hot and hu-

mid air continues to flow in from the south, the

state weather service said Monday.

The only change is that the hottest region will shift

from the east to the west of the Baekdudaegan

mountain range, which extends from the north to

the south of the Korean Peninsula,

the Korean Meteorological Ad-

ministration (KMA) said, Yonhap

News Agency reported.

The KMA said the current weather

pattern, in which the North Pacific

High and the Tibetan High sit over

the peninsula simultaneously, will

remain unchanged for the time

being. Far from weakening over

time, these high-pressure systems

will instead strengthen further as

the air heats up and expands, it

noted.

The stagnant pressure systems,

combined with the continued in-

flow of hot and humid air from

the south, will maintain clear

skies and intensify solar heat-

ing, resulting in extremely hot

weather. Indeed, the KMA fore-

cast that morning temperatures

would be similar to or slightly

higher than average.

Chennai, Aug 3 : PMK Presi-

dent Dr Anbumani Ramadoss

has urged the Vijay govern-

ment and the Tamil Nadu

Generation and Distribution

Corporation (TANGEDCO)

to address the long-pending

demands of gangmen and ap-

point them to vacant Field

Assistant and Wireman posts,

PMK leader urges TANGEDCO to
promote gangmen as field assistants, wiremen

stating that their request is both

reasonable and justified. In a state-

ment issued on Monday,

Anbumani said that although steps

are being taken to fill vacancies in

the electricity board, the demand

raised by gangmen for appointment

to higher technical posts has not

received the attention it deserves

from the authorities.

Manipur: Three top cadres of militant outfit held with arms
Imphal, Aug 3 : Three top cadres of the banned mili-

tant outfit People’s Revolutionary Party of

Kangleipak (Prepak-Pro) were arrested by the secu-

rity forces in Manipur's Thoubal district, officials said

on Monday. A police official said that the arrested

militants have been involved in extortion of money

from the people and traders and illegal possession of

arms. The official said that a combined team of

Manipur police Commando and a column of Assam

Rifles led by senior officials acting on a tip-off rushed

to Thoubal Athokpam and arrested three active cad-

res of the unlawful organisation on Wednesday night.

They have been identified as Nambram Indrajit

Singh (22), Rajkumar Mohen Sana (21) and

Warepam Albert Meitei (21).
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Agartala, Aug 3 :  Tripura

Chief Minister Manik Saha on

Monday said that people be-

longing to every religion are

equal partners in the state's de-

velopment journey, asserting

that unity among all commu-

nities is essential for sustained

peace, harmony and inclusive

progress.

Addressing a loan distribution

programme for members of

minority communities,

organised by the Tripura Mi-

nority Cooperative Develop-

ment Limited at Pragya

Bhavan here, the Chief Minis-

ter said that "unity in diversity"

is the hallmark of both India

and Tripura. He stressed that

collective development re-

mains the cornerstone of the

government's governance phi-

losophy.

Unity among all communities
is key to Tripura's progress, says CM Manik Saha

"People of every religion are partners in

Tripura's development journey. Unity in

diversity is the hallmark of our country

and our state. Togetherness and develop-

ment for all are among the fundamental

pillars of progress," Saha said while in-

augurating the programme.

Highlighting the Centre's initiatives for

minority welfare, the Chief Minister said

that Prime Minister Narendra Modi has

been working for the holistic development

of religious minorities across the country

by focusing on education, healthcare, fi-

nancial empowerment, women's welfare

and security.

"The state government is also committed

to earning the trust and confidence of all

religious minority communities by work-

ing in the same direction. Transparent

governance and sincere efforts are the

strongest means of building public trust.

We are striving to bring realistic and posi-

tive changes in the lives of people belong-

ing to minority communities," he said.

Maha govt takes slew
of  initiatives to attract investments
Mumbai, Aug 3 : The Maharashtra government in a

serious bid to maintain its pre-eminence in attract-

ing domestic and foreign investments on Monday an-

nounced a slew of initiatives including setting up a

“country desk” to advise and assist investors in their

proposals.

The government said that the emphasis will be placed

on creating policies consistent with global and re-

gional investment trends for new investments. Ef-

forts will be made to increase coordination between

the state government and major industry groups.

The state government has already sent communica-

tion with potential investors for preferential invest-

ments in Maharashtra. The government will provide

continuous support to investors. The MoUs signed

to date will be implemented on a fast-track basis and

the state government will make all efforts to create

awareness regarding investment opportunities in

Maharashtra.

According to the Chief Minister’s Office, the gov-

ernment will increase cooperation with multilateral

organisations and development banks, step up coor-

dination with embassies and trade

associations, and encourage the

Marathi migrant community in

Maharashtra to invest.

In addition, the government will

focus on attracting investments on

a priority basis in various sectors

such as electronics, textiles, auto-

mobiles and pharmaceuticals.

Maharashtra Industrial Develop-

ment Corporation (MIDC),

Maharashtra Industry, Trade and

Investment Facilitation Cell and

Directorate of Industries will play

an active role in the implementa-

tion of these new initiatives to at-

tract more investments in the state.

Further, the government will craft

new investment strategies in line

with global and regional trends

and encourage Maharashtrian en-

trepreneurs from abroad to invest

in the state. The state

government’s move is crucial

especially when Maharashtra

has topped in getting FDI in

two consecutive years 2023-

24 and 2024-25.

The state topped the country

in foreign direct investment

with Rs 1,25,101 crore in

2023-24 and it again topped

the country in the first two

quarters, from April to Sep-

tember of this year 2024-25

with FDI  of Rs.1,13,236

crore, which is more than 90

per cent of last year’s total

FDI. The state is a preferred

destination for FDI.

Seoul, Aug 3 :  South Korea's military plans to in-

spect all Army corps based around Seoul and in bor-

der areas after one of the front-line units was found to

have been conducting guard duties without live ammu-

nition loaded, officials said on Monday. Criticism is

growing after the 1st Corps, responsible for the western

front, has instructed its soldiers to use unloaded K6 heavy

machine guns while on guard duty and to leave live am-

munition next to the firearms. The Joint Chiefs of Staff

(JCS), which oversees all operations along the border

with North Korea, has said it was not aware that the unit

South Korea to inspect all Army corps
after front-line posts found operating without live ammunition

had altered its policy and that

it will thoroughly address the

matter. The Chosun Ilbo daily

reported Thursday that the

same corps has also used un-

loaded K4 automatic grenade

launchers, a 40-millimetre

heavy firearm designed to at-

tack enemy troops and light

armoured vehicles at ranges

of up to 1,500 m.

Sonipat, Aug 3 : India’s O.P.

Jindal Global University (JGU)

is ranked No.1 in the world and

awarded “Gold” in the inaugu-

ral Times Higher Education

(THE) Online Learning

Rankings 2026, scoring high-

est overall among all universi-

ties in the world in the four key

areas considered for the

rankings -- resources, engage-

ment, outcomes and environ-

ment.

 The rankings reflect the teach-

ing excellence of JGU’s online

programmes and JGU’s efforts

to deliver world-class higher

education.

JGU is number one in
Times Higher Education
online learning rankings

Kolkata, Aug 3 : Trinamool

Congress leader Shreya

Pandey on Monday appeared

before the Enforcement Di-

rectorate (ED) at the CGO

Complex in Salt Lake here in

connection with the Sona

Pappu-linked syndicate case.

She was scheduled to appear

on Tuesday. However, the

Trinamool leader appeared at

the ED office a day earlier.

Investigators said Pandey’s

name cropped up during the

examination of digital de-

vices, including mobile

phones, as part of the ongo-

ing probe.

ED questions
Trinamool leader Shreya Pandey
in Sona Pappu case

Banned drugs worth
Rs 45 crore smuggled
from Myanmar seized in
Mizoram; two held
Aizawl, Aug 3 : The Assam Rifles,

in a joint operation with Mizoram

Police, recovered highly addictive

Methamphetamine tablets valued at

Rs 45 crore from Saitual district and

arrested two drug peddlers, officials

said on Monday.

A defence spokesman said that

based on specific intelligence about

the movement of drugs on the

Ngopa-Saitual road in northern

Mizoram’s Saitual district.

India and Spain review bilateral ties, discuss issues of mutual concern
New Delhi, Aug 3 : India and

Spain on Monday held the 8th

round of Foreign Office Con-

sultations, reviewing the entire

spectrum of bilateral ties.

The meeting was co-chaired by

Secretary (West) at the Minis-

try of External Affairs (MEA)

Sibi George and Diego

Martinez Belio, Secretary of

State for Foreign and Global

Affairs of Spain. During the

meeting, the two sides ex-

changed perspectives on re-

gional and global issues of mu-

tual concern, including in glo-

bal fight against terrorism.

In a post on X, Ministry of Ex-

ternal Affairs (MEA) spokes-

person Randhir Jaiswal stated,

"Secretary (West) Sibi George

held the 8th Round of India-

Spain Foreign Office Consul-

tations with Mr. Diego

Martínez Belio, Secretary of State

for Foreign and Global Affairs of

Spain." "In the discussions, the

two sides reviewed the entire

spectrum of bilateral ties.

 especially in the context of the

upcoming India-Spain Year of

Culture, Tourism and Artificial

Intelligence. They also exchanged

perspectives on regional and glo-

bal issues of mutual concern in-

cluding in global fight against ter-
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rorism. India reiterated its

policy of zero tolerance

against terrorism," it added.

Earlier in October, External

Affairs Minister (EAM) S

Jaishankar extended wishes

to his Spanish counterpart

Jose Manuel Albares and

people of Spain on their

National Day and expressed

India's commitment to deep-

ening ties.

Rajasthan leading in mineral blocks auction, claims officialRajasthan leading in mineral blocks auction, claims officialRajasthan leading in mineral blocks auction, claims officialRajasthan leading in mineral blocks auction, claims officialRajasthan leading in mineral blocks auction, claims official
Jaipur, Aug 3 : Rajasthan has emerged as the top state in India in the

auction of major mineral blocks, with 87 blocks successfully auctioned so

far, including 33 in the current financial year, said Principal Secretary for

Mines and Petroleum T. Ravikant on Monday. He further instructed offi-

cials to gear up for the e-auction of over 100 major mineral blocks in the

upcoming financial year. While addressing a meeting with senior officials

from the Mineral Department in Udaipur, he emphasised Chief Minister

Bhajan Lal Sharma's vision to enhance mineral exploration.



Envoy Dinesh Trivedi
meets B’desh FM, state minister
Dhaka, Aug 3 : The newly ap-

pointed High Commissioner of

India to Bangladesh, Dinesh

Trivedi, paid courtesy calls on

the Foreign Minister and the

State Minister for Foreign Af-

fairs on Monday at the Minis-

try of Foreign Affairs.

The meetings took place in a

warm and cordial atmosphere,

reflecting the spirit of con-

structive engagement that both

sides seek to maintain in their

bilateral ties.

During the discussions, the

Foreign Minister congratu-

lated High Commissioner

Trivedi on his appointment and

assured him of the Ministry’s

full cooperation throughout his

tenure in Dhaka. He expressed

confidence that the High

Commissioner’s diplomatic expe-

rience would contribute positively

to further strengthening India–

Bangladesh relations.

Reaffirming Bangladesh’s

“Bangladesh First” policy, the

Foreign Minister reiterated the

country’s commitment to a for-

ward-looking and mutually re-

spectful relationship with India.

He said this partnership must con-

tinue to be guided by the core prin-

ciples of sovereign equality, mu-

tual trust and understanding, and

mutual benefit.

The State Minister for Foreign

Affairs also received the Indian High Commissioner

in a similarly cordial setting. Both meetings provided

an early opportunity for the new envoy to engage with

Bangladesh’s foreign policy leadership and to ex-

change views on the importance of maintaining open

channels of communication.

High Commissioner Trivedi’s courtesy calls come at a

time when Bangladesh and India continue to attach

high priority to their multifaceted partnership. The ex-

changes highlighted the shared desire to deepen col-

laboration across various sectors while remaining

firmly anchored in mutual respect and equality.

Maputo, Aug 3 : In another step towards

enhancing maritime cooperation be-

tween India and Mozambique, the Indian

Naval Ship (INS) Savitri on Monday en-

gaged in a joint training session with per-

sonnel from the Mozambique Navy at

Port Beira in the Southern African coun-

try, boosting interoperability for future

combined operations.

According to the Indian Navy's spokes-

person, the training session included pro-

fessional discussions on navigational

aspects and effective Exclusive Eco-

nomic Zone (EEZ) surveillance, along

with hands-on experience in Visit,

Board, Search, and Seizure (VBSS)

drills, damage control and firefighting

Boosting interoperability, Indian and

Mozambique navies hold joint training session at Port Beira
exercises. The personnel from

both navies also participated in

a joint yoga session and a round

of friendly sports, fostering

competitive spirit, camaraderie

and strengthening bonds both

on and off the field.

INS Savitri, an Offshore Patrol

Vessel (OPV) of the Indian

Navy, arrived at Port Beira,

Mozambique, on Monday as

part of its ongoing deployment

in the Indian Ocean Region

(IOR). The ship received a

warm and ceremonial welcome

from personnel of the

Mozambique Navy.Baloch armed groups
kill several Pak forces in separate
attacks across Balochistan
Quetta, Aug 3 : Several Pakistani

military personnel, including a se-

nior officer, were killed in separate

attacks carried out by Baloch mili-

tant groups across Balochistan tar-

geting the security forces, local me-

dia reported on Monday. The Baloch

Liberation Army (BLA) claimed re-

sponsibility for an armed attack on

Pakistani forces near the Turbat re-

gion that left a senior Pakistani army

official and three others dead. Sepa-

rately, two other armed groups,

Baloch Raji Aajoi Sangar (BRAS)

and the Baloch Republican Guards

(BRG), carried out attacks on Paki-

stani forces in the Zehri and Kachhi

regions of the province, The

Balochistan Post reported. In a state-

ment issued on Sunday, BLA

spokesperson Jeeyand Baloch said

that the group’s fighters carried.

Budapest, Aug 3 : India and

Hungary on Monday discussed

ways to strengthen bilateral

partnership, enhancing coop-

eration on issues related to the

India-EU Strategic Partnership

and early conclusion of trade

pact between India and the

European Union (EU).

The discussions were held dur-

ing the meeting between

India's Ambassador to Hun-

gary Anshuman Gaur and

Barna Pal Zsigmond, Deputy

Minister and Parliamentary

India and Hungary discuss

strengthening ties, early conclusion of EU trade pact
State Secretary, Hungary's Ministry of Eu-

ropean Union Affairs.

"Ambassador had a comprehensive and

fruitful meeting with Mr. Barna Pal

Zsigmond, Deputy Minister and Parliamen-

tary State Secretary, Ministry of European

Union Affairs of Hungary. Excellent dis-

cussion on strengthening the India-Hungary

bilateral partnership and enhancing coop-

eration on issues concerning the India-EU

Strategic Partnership and early conclusion

of India-EU trade pact. A shared commit-

ment to boosting ties in the economic and

political spheres," the Indian Embassy in

Hungary stated on X.

FM Cho says martial law chaos caused
'serious damage' to South Korea's diplomacy
Seoul, Aug 3 : The martial law

turmoil has caused "serious

damage" to South Korea's di-

plomacy, its top diplomat said

on Monday, amid concerns

over a foreign policy vacuum

as President Yoon Suk Yeol

faces another impeachment

vote in parliament.

Foreign Minister Cho Tae-yul

made the remark as he ap-

peared at a parliamentary hear-

ing to answer lawmakers' ques-

tions regarding the controver-

sial Cabinet meeting held

shortly before Yoon declared

martial law on December 3,

reports Yonhap news agency.

"I think there has been serious

damage," Cho said in the in-

terpellation session of the Na-

tional Assembly when asked

by Rep. Cho Jung-sik of the

main opposition Democratic

Party whether he thinks the

current situation amounts to a

diplomatic emergency.

"We will maintain a firm South

Korea-US alliance and focus

on restoring the trust of the in-

ternational community," Cho

said.

Yoon has been banned from

leaving the country since law en-

forcement agencies launched in-

vestigations into his short-lived

martial law imposition.

The political turmoil has effec-

tively put all top-level and other

key diplomatic engagements with

other countries at a halt, includ-

ing the cancelled trips to Seoul by

US Defense Secretary Lloyd Aus-

tin and a Swedish delegation led

by its prime minister.

Cho said he believes diplomacy

will be back on track once "con-

stitutional order is restored."

"What matters most is to restore

constitutional order through

democratic procedures and re-

specting the will of the

people to recover and stabi-

lize state affairs," Cho said.

Asked why he avoided

phone calls from US Ambas-

sador Philip Goldberg on the

night of the martial law, Cho

said he didn't want to "mis-

lead" the ally about the situ-

ation.

"I felt it was more important

to consider what to commu-

nicate to the US," Cho said.

Cho was one of the Cabinet

members who strongly op-

posed Yoon's martial law.

Cho said he told Yoon many

times to rethink his decision.

Kuwait City, Aug 3 : India's Ambassa-

dor to Kuwait, Paramita Tripathi, held a

meeting with Farwaniya Governorate

Governor Sheikh Athbi Nasser Al-Athbi

Al-Sabah, with discussions focused on

strengthening cooperation and people-to-

people ties between India and Kuwait.

During the meeting, Tripathi expressed

appreciation for Sheikh Athbi Nasser Al-

Athbi Al-Sabah's continued support to-

wards the safety, welfare and well-being

of the Indian community, according to the

statement released by the Indian Embassy

in Kuwait on Monday.

"Ambassador Paramita Tripathi met H.E.

Sheikh Athbi Nasser Al-Athbi Al-Sabah,

Indian envoy, Farwaniya
Governorate Governor discuss
strengthening India-Kuwait ties

Tokyo, Aug 3 : The Bank

of Japan (BOJ) survey re-

leased on Monday revealed

mixed business sentiment

among Japan's large com-

panies, with manufactur-

ers showing signs of re-

covery and non-manufac-

turers facing notable chal-

lenges.

The business index for

large manufacturers im-

proved for the first time in

two quarters, rising by 1

point to plus 14 for the

October-December pe-

riod, according to the

quarterly Tankan survey

by the Bank of Japan.

A positive number indi-

cates that more companies

are optimistic about busi-

ness conditions than those

pessimistic,  reports

Xinhua news agency.

Survey shows mixedSurvey shows mixedSurvey shows mixedSurvey shows mixedSurvey shows mixed
sentiment among Japan'ssentiment among Japan'ssentiment among Japan'ssentiment among Japan'ssentiment among Japan's
large companieslarge companieslarge companieslarge companieslarge companies

Awami League hits out at
Bangladesh govt after attack on Hindu family
Dhaka, Aug 3 :  Amid rising

violence against religious mi-

norities in Bangladesh, the

Awami League has accused

the current Bangladesh Na-

tionalist Party (BNP) of fail-

ing to protect the Hindu fami-

lies who have repeatedly been

targeted during periods of po-

litical upheaval.

The party highlighted a recent

brutal incident in Lalmohan

Upazila of Bhola district in

Bangladesh, where a Hindu

man, Gopal Krishna Das and

his family, including women,

were subjected to a violent at-

tack despite a court ruling in

their favour over a land dis-

pute case. "The attackers did

not come solely to seize the

property. In broad daylight,

they entered the family's home

and severely assaulted Gopal

Krishna Das and his wife, Akhi

Rani Das.

The violence reportedly esca-

lated further as the couple's two

daughters were assaulted and

abused, while the family's eld-

erly father was allegedly tor-

tured by being submerged in

water," said the Awami League

The party said that the vandal-

ism and looting of Das's house

raised concerns over inadequate

protection of the lives and prop-

erty of ordinary citizens, espe-

cially minorities. Citing critics,

the party noted that "when a

family cannot live safely on its

own ancestral land even after

obtaining a favourable court

ruling.
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Governor of the Farwaniya

Governorate, today. Discus-

sions focused on further

strengthening India–Kuwait

cooperation and advancing

people-to-people ties between

the two countries. H.E. the Gov-

ernor, in turn, acknowledged

the valuable contributions of

the Indian community to

Kuwait’s development and

prosperity," the Indian Embassy

in Kuwait posted on X.
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Characters like Virat Kohli keep
cricket alive, says former umpire Anil Chaudhary
New Delhi, Aug 3  : Former international um-

pire Anil Chaudhary believes high-energy per-

sonalities like Virat Kohli are vital for the sport

to retain its charm, while revealing that the star

batter acts aggressively out of pure competitive

spirit without any malice.

Kohli, who recently played in India’s 2-1 ODI

series loss to England, will be next seen in ac-

tion during the series against the West Indies in

September. "Actually, my advantage with Virat

was that I had officiated his matches since child-

hood, so I have known him for a long time. He

doesn't have any malice.

"He reacts aggressively sometimes, but if you're

right, he'll give you a thumbs up too. Between

overs, he'll come over and put a hand around

your waist. But he is lively throughout. Players

like him should be there; otherwise, the game

will get boring," Chaudhary said on JioHotstar.

Reflecting on the fiery on-field altercations in

the IPL, including the famous heated exchange

between Kohli and Gautam Gambhir in 2013,

Chaudhary noted that aggression is intrinsic to

northern players and brings a unique flavour to

the game, provided it stays within limits.

All-format batters an illusion, cricket
needs dedicated specialist squads: Cullinan
New Delhi, Aug 3 : Former

South Africa batter Daryll

Cullinan believes modern

cricket is fooling itself by ex-

pecting players to excel across

all three formats, adding that

the era of the true multi-format

batter is effectively over and

that dedicated specialist squads

are urgently needed to preserve

the integrity of the game.

Writing in his column, the

former Proteas veteran as-

serted that modern scheduling,

commercial demands, and T20-

centric coaching methods have

created a generation of batters

with a ‘hybrid technique’ that

crumbles when exposed to de-

manding Test conditions.

"Producing a batter equally ac-

complished across all three for-

mats of the game is no longer

achievable in cricket. Such a

player represents a batting pin-

nacle that asks too much, and

performances have suggested

this for long now.

Indian-origin Neel Patel named in Australia U19 squad for India tour
Melbourne, Aug 3 : Indian-

origin cricketer Neel Patel has

been named in Australia's Un-

der-19 men's squad for a multi-

format tour of India, with fast

bowlers Will Byrom and Kasey

Barton will spearhead the 16-

member team for the subconti-

nent tour next month.

The tour will include three 50-

over matches and two four-day

matches against India Under

19s in Rajkot and Ahmedabad.

Representing the University of

New South Wales (UNSW)

Cricket Club, Neel became one of

the youngest players to score more

than 1000 runs in Sydney Premier

Cricket First Grade in a calendar

year at the age of 16.

Byrom and Barton, meanwhile,

are the only two members of the

squad to feature at the U19 World

Cup earlier this year in Zimbabwe.

The then-17-year-old Byrom

starred with 10 wickets at 10.50,

while Barton took four wickets as

the Aussies ultimately lost to En-

gland in the semi-final by 27 runs.

"We are really pleased to provide

the opportunity to some of

Australia's best young players to

continue their development as part

of our pathways program," Sonya

Thompson. Touring India and

playing against high-quality oppo-

sition in challenging conditions

will be a valuable experience and

test the players technically and

mentally across formats," Cricket Austra-

lia Head of National Development, said in

a statement.

A CA Development squad landed in

Chennai on Saturday for the now annual

MRF Academy Program, with a host of

state regulars and recent Australian T20I

debutant Joel Davies among the 12-strong

squad.

Meanwhile, CA Development squad landed

in Chennai on Saturday for the now annual

MRF Academy Program, with a host of

state regulars and recent Australian T20I

debutant Joel Davies among the 12-strong squad,

cricket.com.au reports. The program will feature two multi-

day matches, scheduled for 5–6 August and 10–11 August

on spin friendly pitches.

Chelsea sign Valentin
Barco from Strasbourg until 2033
London, Aug 3 : Chelsea FC have

confirmed the signing of Argentin-

ian international Valentin Barco

from RC Strasbourg. The

midfielder has signed a contract

until 2033. The 22-year-old Argen-

tine will join up with manager

Xabi Alonso and his new team-

mates later in pre-season. Barco,

22, began his career with Boca

Juniors in Argentina. He made his

professional debut at 16 years old,

after rising through the academy

ranks, and won numerous titles

before moving to England in 2024

to join Brighton &amp; Hove

Albion. During his time on the

Sussex coast, he enjoyed loan

spells at Sevilla and RC

Strasbourg, joining the latter on

a permanent basis after a 2024/25

campaign in which he enjoyed a

breakthrough spell and helped

Strasbourg secure European foot-

ball. Barco contributed to 12 goals

in 43 appearances across all com-

petitions last term.

Markram plays
down LSG captaincy
talk, says franchise has
'quality leaders'
London, Aug 3 : South Af-

rica T20I captain Aiden

Markram has played down

speculation surrounding the

vacant leadership position

at Lucknow Super Giants

(LSG), stating that he has

not given captaining in the

Indian Premier League

(IPL) much thought and

cited that the franchise pos-

sesses several ‘quality lead-

ers.’ The leadership spot at

LSG has been vacant after

Rishabh Pant stepped down

in May following the fran-

chise finishing at the bottom

of the points table in IPL

2026, before being traded to

Delhi Capitals (DC) in ex-

change for left-arm wrist-

spinner Kuldeep Yadav.

Sports Minister Mandaviya
lauds India's 39-medal haul at 'trimmed-down' CWG 2026
New Delhi, Aug 3 : Union Min-

ister of Youth Affairs and Sports

Mansukh Mandaviya has lauded

India's fourth-place finish with 39

medals in the Commonwealth

Games 2026 in Glasgow, a

trimmed-down edition that fea-

tured just 10 sports, nine fewer

than at Birmingham 2022, where

India won 30 medals.

India's Glasgow 2026 campaign

concluded with 39 medals – 13

gold, 17 silver and nine bronze.

"Bharat signs off from the Com-

monwealth Games 2026 with a

commendable 4th-place finish.

Despite Glasgow 2026 being a

trimmed-down edition without

several disciplines where India

traditionally excels, Team India

improved from 30 medals in the

comparable disciplines at Bir-

mingham 2022 to 39 medals this

year. "Under the leadership of

Prime Minister Shri Narendra

Modi Ji, the growing depth and

strength of Indian sport is clearly

visible. Proud of every athlete,

coach and support staff who gave

their all for the Tricolour,"

Mandaviya posted on X. The

Commonwealth Games 2026

officially came to a close in

Glasgow on Sunday as India

took over as hosts of the cente-

nary edition of the Games, set

to be held in Ahmedabad in

2030. "As India prepares to host

the Centenary Commonwealth

Games 2030.


