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Characters like Virat Kohli keep
cricket alive, says former umpire Anil Chaudhary
Former international umpire Anil

Chaudhary believes high-energy

personalities like Virat Kohli are

vital for the sport to retain its

charm, while revealing that the

star batter acts...

India's Q2 gold demand falls
6 pc; investment demand stays resilient
India's gold demand declined 6 per

cent year-on-year (YoY) to 131.4

tonnes during the April-June quar-

ter of 2026, as subdued seasonal

demand, higher customs duty and

a shift in consumer...

AP Govt. Good news for farmers and
Kharif  crop insurance period extended
Amaravati, Aug 3: Andhra Pradesh Government has

given good news to farmers. It has announced that the

insurance period for Kharif crops is being extended. It

has clarified that the insurance registration period for

Kharif crops has been extended by another 15 days. It has

been revealed that the deadline that was supposed to end

on July 31 has been given another 15 days. The AP gov-

ernment has clarified that it is providing insurance pro-

tection for crop losses due to natural disasters, floods and

lack of rain. The AP government has explained that it is

providing crop insurance facility to farmers at a premium

of Rs. 1. It has advised farmers who have not registered

yet to register for insurance immediately. It has appealed

to register for insurance for every acre cultivated. The AP

government has stated that registration can be done

through banks, CSC centers, farmer service centers and

NCIP mobile apps.

Data-based governance should
be prioritized: CM Chandrababu
Amaravati, Aug 3 : Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-

ister Nara Chandrababu Naidu directed officials

to prioritize data-driven governance across all

departments.  He held a review meeting on Mon-

day. regarding data-driven decision-making

within the Real-Time Governance Society

(RTGS) framework and provided guidance to the

officials on this approach.

AP Government Chief Secretary Sai Prasad, along

with senior officials from the IT, RTGS, Agricul-

ture, Municipal, and Welfare departments, at-

tended the meeting. The Chief

Minister reviewed the func-

tioning of the Real-Time Gov-

ernance (RTG) system.

Pawan Kalyan Congratulates team

India on Commonwealth Games 2026 Success
Amaravati, Aug 3: Andhra Pradesh Deputy

Chief Minister Pawan Kalyan said that In-

dia has finished the Commonwealth Games

2026 with a magnificent 39 medals. He said

that this is a remarkable achievement that

reflects the unwavering determination, dis-

cipline and fighting spirit of our athletes. He

revealed that every medal won by the ath-

letes is a testament to the sacrifices made

over the years and the unwavering belief in

the dream of representing India with dignity

through relentless training. Behind every

victory on the medal podium, there are dedi-

cated coaches, tireless families.

‘Netanna Sevalo’ Scheme 2026  Handloom
Weavers Apply Before 5th August :  Minister Savitha
Amaravati, Aug 3 : Andhra Pradesh Handloom

and Textile Minister Savita held a review meet-

ing with the department officials on Monday

afternoon. She discussed with the officials on

the implementation and functioning of the

‘Netanna Sevalo’ scheme and gave them direc-

tions. On this occasion, Minister Savita gave

key instructions to the handloom workers.

Those eligible for the ‘Netanna Sevalo’ scheme

were advised to apply by 5 pm on the 5th of

this month.

Minister Savita appealed to all the handloom

workers to apply before the due date and re-

ceive the assistance provided by the govern-

ment. She said that CM Chandrababu will

launch this scheme in Chirala, Guntur district

on the 7th of this month on the occasion of

International Handloom Day. She said that
through this, financial assistance of Rs. 25 thousand

will be provided to the handloom workers annually.

PK wins Bankipur, ends BJP's
dominance; Samrat Choudhary congratulates him
Patna, Aug 3 : Jan

Suraaj founder Prashant

Kishor has registered a

major victory in the

Bankipur Assembly by-

election, defeating BJP

candidate Neeraj Kumar

Sinha by a margin of

18,963 votes and break-

ing the BJP’s long-standing domi-

nance over the constituency.  Ac-

cording to the Election Commis-

sion, after the completion of all 31

rounds of counting, Prashant

Kishor secured 63,203 votes,

while BJP's Neeraj Kumar polled

44,250 votes. RJD candidate

Rekha Kumari Gupta finished a

distant third with 14,085 votes.

The victory marks the first

electoral win of Prashant

Kishor’s political career and is

being viewed as a significant

development in Bihar politics.

Bihar Chief Minister Samrat

Choudhary congratulated

Kishor on his victory.

Revanth congratulates NIMS Medical team
Hyderabad, Aug 3  :  Chief

Minister A. Revanth Reddy has

expressed profound delight

over successfully performing

1,000 robotic surgeries by the

NIMS medical team in just two

and a half years.  In a statement

on Monday, the Chief Minis-

ter congratulated NIMS Director

Rahul Devaraj, medical team,

nursing staff and the operation

theatre team for the extraordinary

achievement in the medical field.

During the meeting with the

NIMS Director, Revanth Reddy

said the People's government's re-

solve to make state-of-the-art

medical services accessible to

common people in government

hospitals has been fulfilled. He

commended the NIMS hospital

management for performing over

90 per cent of the robotic surger-

ies free of cost through the Arogya

Sri scheme and the Chief

Minister's Relief Fund  (CMRF).

Noting that the NIMS had recently

completed 2,000 kidney transplant

surgeries, the Chief Minister high-

lighted that the hospital has now set

a new record by reaching the mile-

stone of 1,000 robotic surgeries.

KTR threatens protest at
Rahul Gandhi’s residence over ‘unfulfilled’ promises
Hyderabad, Aug 3 :

Bharat Rashtra Samithi

(BRS) working presi-

dent K.T. Rama Rao on

Monday threatened to

lay siege to Leader of

Opposition Rahul

Gandhi’s residence in

Delhi to demand that

the Congress govern-

ment in Telangana ful-

fil promises made to

the youth, including

the promise of 2 lakh

jobs. The former minister

slammed Rahul Gandhi and Chief

Minister A. Revanth Reddy for not

fulfilling the promise of providing

jobs and other promises made in the

youth declaration.   Addressing a

press conference, he accused the

Congress government of pushing

the youth of Telangana towards de-

spair. He recalled that Rahul Gandhi

had promised 2 lakh jobs in the first

year and claimed that not even

10,000 jobs have been filled in two

years. He said when there are

20,000 vacancies in the

police department, the gov-

ernment has issued notifi-

cations for only 7,000 jobs.

“Congress deceived people

with its pre-election decla-

rations. Even the 'Job Cal-

endar' tabled in the legisla-

ture has gone nowhere,” he

said. He said that not even

one out of 24 commitments

under the Youth and Stu-

dent Declarations has

been fulfilled.

Uttam orders time-boundUttam orders time-boundUttam orders time-boundUttam orders time-boundUttam orders time-bound
approvals for four major irrigation projectsapprovals for four major irrigation projectsapprovals for four major irrigation projectsapprovals for four major irrigation projectsapprovals for four major irrigation projects
Hyderabad, Aug 3  :  Minis-

ter for Irrigation and Civil Sup-

plies N. Uttam Kumar Reddy

has directed officials to imple-

ment a time-bound action plan

to secure all pending environ-

mental clearances for four flag-

ship irrigation projects that in-

clude the Palamuru-

Rangareddy Lift Irrigation

Scheme (PRLIS), Sitarama

Sagar, Dindi, and Gouravelli.

The directive follows a recent

Supreme Court ruling estab-

lishing updated procedural guidelines

for environmental approvals.

Chairing a high-level review meeting

at the Secretariat on Monday, Uttam

Kumar Reddy said the judgment had

provided ample clarity on the legal

position concerning projects.

Andhra : YSRCP demands
inquiry into relaxation of tender norms by TTD
The YSR Congress Party

(YSRCP) has demanded an in-

quiry into the relaxation of bid-

ding qualifications for the supply

of medicines and medical equip-

ment to hospitals...
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Jagan doesn’t likeJagan doesn’t likeJagan doesn’t likeJagan doesn’t likeJagan doesn’t like
development programs: MP Kalisettydevelopment programs: MP Kalisettydevelopment programs: MP Kalisettydevelopment programs: MP Kalisettydevelopment programs: MP Kalisetty
New Delhi, Aug 3: Telugu

Desam Party (TDP)

Vizianagaram MP

Kalisetty Appalanaidu has

expressed his anger at

YSRCP chief YS Jagan

Mohan Reddy. He criti-

cized that Jagan does not

like development pro-

grams being carried out in

AP. He said that there will

be a discussion about

Jagan among the people.

MP Kalisetty spoke to the me-

dia in Delhi today (Monday).

He said that Jagan is claiming

in his media that he has

achieved Bhogapuram Airport.

He flagged that Jagan tried to

create problems.

Handloom Competes with Power Loom...

ggggg Sircilla weaver Veldi Hariprasad creates a sensation by weaving a

saree that fits into a matchbox in just 170 minutes.

g g g g g A live demonstration of the artisan’s unique handloom skill in the

presence of dignitaries.

Rajanna Sircilla, Aug  3: On

the occasion of National

Handloom Day, Veldi

Hariprasad, a handloom

weaver from Sircilla, achieved

a remarkable feat driven by the

resolve to showcase the talent

of Sircilla’s weavers to the

world. While weaving a single

handloom saree typically takes

about a day, he astonished every-

one by weaving an entire saree on

a traditional handloom in just 170

minutes (2 hours and 50 minutes).

Furthermore, he demonstrated his

exceptional skill by folding the

saree—which measured 5.5

meters in length and 45 inches in

width and weighed 175 grams—

and placing it inside an ordinary

matchbox in the presence of dig-

nitaries. Notably, the creation of

this saree involved the use of ap-

proximately 10,500 weft (hori-

zontal) threads and 1,500 warp

(vertical) threads. Achieving this

rare feat on a traditional

handloom—rivaling the speed of

a power loom—has become a

major topic of discussion within

the handloom sector. Several

prominent figures praised this re-

markable achievement by

Hariprasad, describing it as a testa-

ment to the skill, patience, and dedi-

cation of handloom weavers. They

expressed hope that this innovative

feat would earn a place in interna-

tional record books, such as the

Guinness World Records.

Students Must StudyStudents Must StudyStudents Must StudyStudents Must StudyStudents Must Study
Diligently : District Collector Garima AgrawalDiligently : District Collector Garima AgrawalDiligently : District Collector Garima AgrawalDiligently : District Collector Garima AgrawalDiligently : District Collector Garima Agrawal
Rajanna Sircilla, Aug  3: District

Collector Garima Agrawal advised

students to study diligently. On

Monday, she conducted a surprise

inspection of the Urban Residential

School in Sircilla town. During the

visit, she inspected the storeroom,

checking the stock of rice, lentils,

eggs, and other provisions. She in-

quired about the attendance of

teachers and staff. She also visited

classrooms and interacted with the

students, asking whether quality

meals were being served in accor-

dance with the prescribed menu.

She posed questions related to sci-

ence lessons and elicited answers

from the students. Speaking on the

occasion, Collector Garima

Agrawal urged students to make the

best use of the facilities provided

by the government and to focus in-

tently on their studies. She empha-

sized the need to master every topic

across all subjects.

Govt positively
considering official ID cards
for Joginis: Ponnam
Hyderabad, Aug 3  : Minister for

Transport Govt positively consid-

ering official ID cards for Joginis:

Ponnam Ponnam Prabhakar said

the government is positively con-

sidering the demand to accord

special recognition to Joginis and

provide them with official iden-

tity cards. Speaking on the occa-

sion of the Lal Darwaza

Simhavahini Mahankali Bonalu

celebrations on Monday, Ponnam

Prabhakar assured that the govern-

ment would extend all possible

support to Joginis and take nec-

essary measures to ensure that

they do not face any difficulties

in the future. The Minister said the

government was examining the

proposal to issue identity cards to

Joginis to provide them with offi-

cial recognition. He also said the

government had decided to con-

sider their inclusion as co-option

members in municipal bodies.

He further stated that better ar-

rangements would be made for

those serving the deity during the

Lal Darwaza Bonalu celebrations

through coordination among three

government departments. Ponnam

Prabhakar said he would discuss

the proposal to accord official rec-

ognition to Joginis with the con-

cerned Minister and take a final

decision on the matter.
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Hyderabad, Aug  3  :  Chief

Secretary Sanjay Jaju on Mon-

day conducted a high-level

coordination meeting with se-

nior officials at the Secretariat

to take stock of the prepara-

tions for the State-level Inde-

pendence Day celebrations to

be held on August 15 at the

historic Rani Mahal Lawns,

Golconda Fort in Hyderabad.

Reviewing the arrangements,

the Chief Secretary said the In-

dependence Day celebrations

are among the most significant

official events of the State and

should be organised with me-

ticulous planning, seamless co-

ordination and utmost dignity,

befitting the spirit of the

nation's freedom.

He informed the officials that,

as part of the Independence

Day programme, the Chief

CS reviews preparations
for Independence Day celebrations

Minister will first pay floral tributes to

the martyrs at the Veerula Sainik Smarak

at Parade Grounds, Secunderabad. There-

after, the Chief Minister will proceed to

the Rani Mahal Lawns, Golconda Fort,

where he will participate in the State-level

Independence Day celebrations, unfurl

the National Flag, inspect the ceremonial

parade and address the gathering.

The Chief Secretary directed all depart-

ments concerned to make elaborate and

foolproof arrangements for the smooth

conduct of the celebrations. He stressed

that every aspect of the event, including

security, traffic regulation, venue readi-

ness, public convenience and emergency

response, should be planned well in ad-

vance to ensure a flawless execution of

the programme. Sanjay Jaju instructed the

Roads & Buildings department to com-

plete all venue-related infrastructure

works, including the stage, seating ar-

rangements, barricading, approach roads

and other civil works.

Andhra: YSRCP demands
inquiry into relaxation of tender norms by TTD
Tirupati, Aug 3 : The YSR Congress Party (YSRCP)

has demanded an inquiry into the relaxation of bid-

ding qualifications for the supply of medicines and

medical equipment to hospitals run by the Tirumala

Tirupati Devasthanam (TTD).

The opposition party alleged that the relaxation of

norms would lead to corruption and compromise the

quality of medicines and medical equipment.

Speaking to the media, former TTD Chairman and

YSRCP leader Bhumana Karunakar Reddy said the

TTD Governing Board had decided to relax the eli-

gibility criteria for bidding companies from Rs 100

crore to Rs 25 crore for the supply of medicines and

medical equipment to TTD-run hospitals. In certain

categories, the turnover requirement has been brought

down further to Rs 15 crore, he said.

The former MLA alleged that this was done under

the instructions of Minister Nara Lokesh, despite

objections raised by a Board member representing a

reputed pharmaceutical company. He said the qual-

ity of medicines and medical equipment would be

compromised and claimed the decision was taken

only to facilitate kickbacks. Even

life-saving drugs and high-value

medical equipment would be pro-

cured under the diluted norms, he

alleged. He said the decision was

based on the recommendations of

an anonymous committee headed

by Jagadish, whose role in the pro-

cess has raised serious questions.

Setting aside the norms followed

by AIIMS and other premier medi-

cal institutions and allowing com-

panies with much lower turnover

to participate only reflected cor-

rupt intentions, he alleged, adding

that the argument of encouraging

greater participation “cuts no ice.”

YSRCP SC Cell State President

and former MLA T.J.R. Sudhakar

Babu also criticised the govern-

ment, alleging that the Chandr

ababu administration was using

false cases and diversionary

politics to suppress questions

over irregularities in DSC-

2025 and protect Education

Minister Nara Lokesh. He

said Alur MLA Virupakshi, an

elected leader from the

weaker sections, was arrested

like a terrorist in a midnight

police raid after he went to

protect a YSRCP worker at-

tacked by TDP cadres.  A vi-

ral video showed TDP worker

Nagaraju tearing his wife’s

nightdress in the presence of

police to frame the MLA.

Chennai, Aug 3 :  The Madras High Court on Mon-

day rejected the anticipatory bail plea of former

Tamil Nadu Minister and DMK MLA V. Senthil

Balaji in the Directorate of Vigilance and Anti-

Corruption (DVAC) case alleging large-scale cor-

ruption in the functioning of the Tamil Nadu State

Marketing Corporation (TASMAC).

Dismissing the plea, Justice G.K. Ilanthiraiyan held

that the nature of the allegations warranted custo-

dial interrogation and observed that the case in-

volved serious charges of large-scale corruption.

The court also took note of the prosecution’s claim

that the accused had allegedly abused their offi-

Madras HC rejects Senthil Balaji‘s
anticipatory bail plea in TASMAC corruption case

cial positions, entered into

a criminal conspiracy and

caused substantial financial

loss to the State exchequer.

The case stems from an FIR

registered by the DVAC on

July 28 against Balaji and

several others over alleged

irregularities in TASMAC

between 2021 and 2025,

when he served as Minister

for Electricity, Prohibition

and Excise.

Chennai, Aug 3  : The Tamil

Nadu Electricity Board

(TNEB) hard disk theft case,

which triggered a major politi-

cal controversy and raised con-

cerns over the possible com-

promise of sensitive official

data, has been transferred to

the Crime Branch-Criminal In-

vestigation Department

(CBCID) for a detailed probe.

The case came to light after 34

computer hard disks went

missing from the Information

Technology section of the

Tamil Nadu Electricity Board’s

headquarters on Anna Salai in

Chennai. The disappearance of

the storage devices sparked al-

legations from opposition par-

ties.

Tamil Nadu transfers
TNEB hard disk theft case to
CBCID amid conspiracy allegations

TN: GCC faces mounting cash crunch as
deficit nears Rs 2,000 crore amid rising civic expenditure
Chennai, Aug 3 :  The Greater

Chennai Corporation (GCC) is

grappling with a widening fis-

cal deficit as expenditure con-

tinues to outpace revenue, plac-

ing mounting pressure on the

civic body’s finances and affect-

ing its ability to meet payment

obligations.  Despite maintain-

ing relatively stable revenue

collections, the Corporation’s

overall deficit touched Rs 1,763

crore in the 2025-26 financial

year and increased to Rs 1,970

crore after accounting for prin-

cipal loan repayments, said of-

ficials. The financial strain has been driven

by a sharp increase in revenue expendi-

ture, which rose from Rs 3,581 crore in

2022-23 to Rs 5,676 crore in 2025-26. Of-

ficials attributed the surge to higher op-

erational costs, including conservancy ser-

vices, Design-Build-Finance-Operate-

Transfer (DBFOT) public conveniences.
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ndhra Pradesh Chief Minister N.

Chandrababu Naidu on Wednesday said

that his government’s commitment is to

provide policy stability, speedy clearances and pro-

active support to investors. He held discussions

with a high-level delegation of leading Taiwanese

companies and industry representatives to

strengthen cooperation in investment, advanced

manufacturing, electronics, semiconductors and

technology. During the discussions, Andhra

Pradesh showcased its investor-friendly policies,

world-class infrastructure, strong logistics network

and rapidly expanding manufacturing ecosystem.

The Chief Minister highlighted the State’s focus

on electronics, semiconductors, IT, advanced

manufacturing and export-oriented industries. Ac-

cording to an official release, the delegation in-

cluded representatives from leading global com-

panies and institutions.

The Taiwanese industry representatives shared their

investment experiences in India and explored op-

portunities to expand their presence in Andhra

Pradesh. Both sides agreed to strengthen institu-

tional engagement and facilitate greater collabo-

ration in manufacturing, technology and industrial

development.  Later, Minister for HRD, IT, Elec-

tronics &amp; Communications and RTGS Nara

Lokesh held a dedicated interaction with the del-

egation on workforce development, skilling and

educational cooperation.

Discussions focused on preparing Andhra Pradesh’s

youth for employment opportunities in Taiwan’s

growing manufacturing and technology sectors

through industry-aligned skill development, tech-

nical training and higher education partnerships.

The meeting explored collaboration in electronics

and semiconductor manufacturing, precision en-

gineering, industrial automation, healthcare and

other high-skill sectors. Discussions also covered

Mandarin language training, industry-specific cer-

tification, internships, student and faculty ex-

changes, joint research and workplace-readiness

programmes to build a globally competitive talent

pipeline. According to the official release, the meet-

ings marked another significant step in Andhra

Pradesh’s growing partnership with Taiwanese in-

dustry, with both sides expressing confidence that

closer collaboration in investment, manufacturing,

skilling and talent development will create new

opportunities for industry and employment in the

years ahead.

Chandrababu Naidu assures policy
stability, speedy clearances to investors

UN chief announces plans for
new enlarged meeting on Cyprus issue
Nicosia, Aug 3 :  United Na-

tions (UN) Secretary-General

Antonio Guterres on Monday

announced plans to convene

another enlarged meeting on

the Cyprus issue following a

tripartite meeting with Cyp-

riot President Nikos

Christodoulides and Turkish

Cypriot leader Tufan

Erhurman. Guterres arrived

in Cyprus on Monday

evening for his first visit to

the island since taking office

as UN Secretary-General. It

was also the first visit by a

sitting UN chief since Ban

Ki-moon travelled to Cyprus

in early 2010. Guterres said

the enlarged meeting on the

Cyprus issue will be con-

vened "after adequate

progress" is achieved on the

matters of confidence-build-

ing measures, the meeting's

methodology, and the sub-

stance of the talks, Xinhua

news agency reported. He did

not set a deadline, but said

there was a "consensus" among

the two sides and the island's three

guarantor powers -- Greece, Tur-

key and the United Kingdom - that

such a meeting should be held.

He stressed that the UN did not

want "another enlarged meeting to

end without result" and that "ad-

equate preparation" should be

made beforehand.

Guterres met separately on Tues-

day with Cypriot President, as

well as Erhurman, and reaffirmed

his commitment to supporting ef-

forts to resolve the Cyprus issue.

"This visit is a visit of solidarity

to the people of Cyprus and to

show my strong commitment to

make sure that we are able to

have, finally, the solution in

Cyprus," he said after meet-

ing Christodoulides. He later

met Erhurman.

Guterres said the pursuit of a

solution "depends, obviously,

on the Cypriots themselves,"

adding that "the guarantor

powers also have a role to

play," referring to Greece,

Turkey and the United King-

dom under the 1960 Treaty of

Guarantee.

Cyprus gained independence

from British colonial rule in

1960. Under the arrange-

ments governing its indepen-

dence, Britain, Greece and

Turkey were designated guar-

antor powers.

In 1974, a coup by Greek

army officers aimed at unit-

ing Cyprus with Greece

prompted a Turkish military

intervention, leaving the is-

land divided.

The United Nations has

maintained a long-standing

peacekeeping force in Cyprus

and has repeatedly mediated

talks between the Greek Cyp-

riot and Turkish Cypriot com-

munities.

India and Bangladesh work on
strengthening people-to-people ties, mutual understanding
Dhaka, Aug 3 : India's High

Commissioner to Bangladesh,

Pranay Verma held a meeting

with Bangladesh's Minister of

Information and Broadcasting

Zahir Uddin Swapon on Mon-

day, discussing cooperation in

the information and broadcast-

ing domain.  During the meet-

ing, two sides agreed to ex-

change visits of media delega-

tions between India and

Bangladesh to strengthen

people-to-people ties and pro-

mote mutual understanding.

Verma reiterated India's willing-

ness to work with Bangladesh

government to strengthen

people-centric cooperation in all

sectors.

"High Commisioner Pranay

Verma paid a courtesy call on

Minister of Information and

Broadcasting of Bangladesh

H.E. Zahir Uddin Swapon on 13

April 2026. They discussed

wide-ranging cooperation in in-

formation and broadcasting do-

main, including engagements be-

tween media and broadcasting in-

stitutions of the two countries.

They agreed to enhance ex-

change visits of media delega-

tions between the two countries

to strengthen people-to-people

relations and promote mutual

understanding," Indian High

Commission in Bangladesh

posted on X.  "High Commis-

sioner proposed various capac-

ity building initiatives for jour-

nalists and media professionals

under ITEC programme of Gov-

ernment of India. As part of

these initiatives, a special train-

ing course for women journal-

ists from Bangladesh will soon

be organised in India. They also

exchanged views on cooperation

in films, including organization of

film screening and film festivals

in each other’s country, as well as

collaboration in production and

post-production technological

support. High Commissioner re-

iterated India’s willingness to

work with the Government and

people of Bangladesh to

strengthen people-centric coop-

eration in all domains based on

mutual interest and mutual ben-

efit," it added.

Last week, Verma had called on

Bangladesh's Minister of Civil

Aviation and Tourism Afroza

Khanum Rita, discussing enhanc-

ing bilateral cooperation in civil

aviation. Bangladesh' Minister of

State for Civil Aviation and Tour-

ism M Rashiduzzaman Millat also

attended the meeting.

"High Commissioner Pranay

Verma paid a courtesy call on

Minister of Civil Aviation and

Tourism H.E. Mrs. Afroza

Khanum Rita on 09 April 2026.

Minister of State for Civil Avia-

tion and Tourism H.E. M

Rashiduzzaman Millat also joined

the meeting.

New York,  Aug 3  :

Leading US advocacy

group  Human Rights

Watch (HRW) on Mon-

day accused Bangladesh

authorities of failing to

uphold international le-

ga l  s tandards  a t  the

country’s International

Crimes Tribunal (ICT),

warning that such fail-

ures risk denying justice

to victims,  undermine

the rule of law and result

in unjust imprisonment

of political opponents.

The remarks came after

ICT prosecution on Mon-

day.

Concerns grow over
fair trial standards at
Bangladesh’s Interna-
tional Crimes Tribunal

Pakistan passport fourth
weakest in world after Iraq, Syria and Afghanistan
Islamabad, Aug 3 :

Pakistan's passport has been

ranked as the fourth weakest

in the world in the latest

Henley Passport Index with

only Iraq, Syria and Afghani-

stan placed below. Among

199 different passports as-

sessed by the firm, Pakistan's

passport stood at the 101st

spot in the world. As per the

latest rankings, people of Pa-

kistan can have visa-free or

visa-on-arrival entry at only

29 destinations. The UK-

based citizenship and residence advisory

company compares 199 different pass-

ports across 227 different travel destina-

tions, and assesses the score on the basis of

the number of places that can be visited

without a prior visa, or with a visa on ar-

rival. The three countries with weaker pass-

ports than Pakistan are Iraq, Syria and Af-

ghanistan. As per the Henley Index, Paki-

stani citizens can have visa-free entry in

Dominica, St Vincent and the Grenadines,

Vanuatu, Trinidad and Tobago, Barbados,

Haiti, Cook Islands, Rwanda, Micronesia,

Montserrat and The Gambia, leading Pa-

kistani network Geo News reported.

New Delhi, Aug 3 :  India’s relationship with

New Zealand has entered a new phase follow-

ing Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit, the

first to the country by an Indian Premier in two

decades, according to an article published by

NZIIA (New Zealand Institute of International

Affairs).  The article highlights that during the

two-day visit, PM Modi and New Zealand Prime

Minister Christopher Luxon upgraded the ties

between the two countries to a full Strategic Part-

nership, backed by a four-year "Roadmap to

2030" spanning defence, trade, maritime secu-

rity, agriculture, tourism, sports, culture and sci-

ence. India has gained importance in New

Zealand's long-term strategy as the country us

among the fastest-growing major economies and

is projected to become the world's third-largest

economy by 2030.

PM Modi’s visit takes
India-New Zealand bilateral ties into new phase

04 THE INDIAN MAIL
www.theindianmail.inGENERAL NEWS

04 AUGUST 2026

TUESDAY, VIJAYAWADA

OPINION MAIL

Stabbing spree in
New York's Penn Station; five injured
New York, Aug 3 : Five people

were stabbed at New York Penn

Station, with at least one sus-

taining serious injuries, local

media reported.

The incident occurred on Sun-

day night (Local time). The five

victims were rushed to a local

hospital, reports CBS News,

quoting the Fire Department of

New York City.

A suspect was quickly taken

into custody, the authorities

said. Police sources told CBS

that the suspect is believed to

have mental health issues.

A criminal investigation is still

underway, and no signs of ter-

rorism have been reported

so far, reports Xinhua news

agency, quoting CBS

News.

Police urged the public to

avoid the area due to ex-

pected traffic delays, road

closures and mass transit

disruptions.



Philippines Ambassador hails India as one of 'top partners' after BhahMos missile rollout
Washington, Aug 3 : The

Philippines Ambassador to

the United States, Jose

Manuel del Gallego

Romualdez, highlighted the

strength of the India-Philip-

pines relationship, calling

New Delhi “one of Manila’s

top partners and friends.”

At a private event on Mon-

day evening in Washington,

Romualdez highlighted

India’s sale of BrahMos missiles

to the Philippines as evidence of

a strong defence partnership.

“We look at India now as one of

our top partners and friends. They

have been very supportive of the

Philippines…We are actually buy-

ing quite many defence equipment

like BrahMos and are also work-

ing with India on the technology

side,” he added. His statement

comes days after the Philippine

Marine Corps publicly unveiled

India’s BrahMos supersonic

cruise missile system. The $375

million deal signed in 2022 with

India’s BrahMos Aerospace pro-

vides the Philippines with missiles

capable of striking targets up to

290 kilometres, strengthening its

deterrence in the South China Sea.

The system is operated by the

Shore-Based Anti-Ship Missile

Battalion as part of the Philip-

pines’ broader military

modernisation efforts.

The Ambassador also recalled

Philippine President Ferdinand

Marcos’ visit to India in August

and called it a “very fruitful” trip.

“Our President had a recent state

visit to India not too long ago. It

was a very fruitful visit that we

had. So, we look forward to work-

ing with India.” Marcos met Prime

Minister Narendra Modi and other

senior officials during a 5-day

visit, and the two sides announced

an upgraded strategic partnership

aimed at deepening cooperation in

trade, defence, and maritime se-

curity. They also agreed to expand

collaboration in space, tourism,

culture, and digital technologies.

Measures included Indian support

for a pilot project to establish the

Philippines’ Sovereign Data

Cloud Infrastructure.
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Anthony Fauci invokes Fifth Amendment
during Senate hearing as Covid row returns
Washington, Aug 3 :  Former

top US infectious disease ex-

pert Anthony Fauci repeat-

edly invoked his Fifth

Amendment right against

self-incrimination before a

sharply divided Senate com-

mittee, as Republican law-

makers revived allegations

over US-funded coronavirus

research at China's Wuhan

Institute of Virology and

sought answers on the origins

of the Covid-19 pandemic.

The hearing before the Sen-

ate Homeland Security and

Governmental Affairs Com-

mittee on Sunday (local time)

quickly became a fierce par-

tisan confrontation, with

Chairman Rand Paul accus-

ing Fauci of helping fund

"dangerous gain-of-function

research" in Wuhan and later

announcing that the commit-

tee would consider holding

him in contempt for refusing

to answer questions despite

appearing under subpoena.

Fauci, who led the National In-

stitute of Allergy and Infectious

Diseases for nearly four de-

cades, began the hearing by

saying he had testified before

Congress "well over 200 times"

during his career. He said Sena-

tor Paul's repeated calls for his

prosecution left him with "the

only conclusion" that the hear-

ing was intended to force him

to say "something, anything"

that could support those efforts.

"Under the advice of my attor-

neys, I will invoke my right

under the Fifth Amendment of

the Constitution to refrain from

answering your questions,"

Fauci said. Throughout several

hours of questioning, Fauci re-

sponded to virtually every ques-

tion with the same statement:

"On the advice of counsel, I re-

spectfully decline to answer

based upon my rights under the

Fifth Amendment of the Con-

stitution."

Trump faults Fed after
decision to hold interest rates steady
Washington, Aug 3 :  US

President Donald Trump has

criticised the Federal Reserve

for leaving interest rates un-

changed, saying lower bor-

rowing costs would further

strengthen an economy that he

claimed was already attracting

record levels of investment.

Speaking at the White House

on Sunday (local time), Trump

praised Federal Reserve Gov-

ernor Kevin Warsh but sug-

gested the central bank's board

had prevented interest rate

cuts despite strong economic

performance. Asked whether

he was surprised by the Fed's

decision to keep rates un-

changed, Trump replied: "No,

Kevin's fantastic."

"Kevin's got a board. He's fan-

tastic. He's a brilliant guy,

smart." Trump added that

Warsh supported lower inter-

est rates but was constrained

by other policymakers. "I

know he'd love to see lower

interest rates, but he's got a

board, and it's a political

board, and they want to keep

rates up." The President ar-

gued that the US economy was

performing at an unprec-

edented level despite higher

borrowing costs. "But we fight

through rates."

"We have the greatest -- we

have the strongest investment

ever made in a country, of any

country." Trump claimed the

United States had attracted

$19.2 trillion in investment

commitments over the past

year, comparing it with previ-

ous records. "It was China

about 13, 14 years ago. We

have far greater." "$19.2 tril-

lion. It's the biggest number

ever spent in any country, by

far, and that's over a period of

one year." He contrasted those

figures with investment during

the previous administration.

South Korean Prez Lee, Polish PM hold summit
talks with focus on defense industry cooperation
Seoul, Aug 3 : South Korean

President Lee Jae Myung and

Polish Prime Minister Donald

Tusk held summit talks on

Monday to discuss ways to ex-

pand bilateral cooperation, with

defense ties likely to be high on

the agenda.  Lee held his first

in-person talks with Tusk at

Cheong Wa Dae, to be followed

by a joint press announcement

and an official luncheon.

Expanding strategic coopera-

tion across various sectors, es-

pecially in the defense industry,

is expected to be a central fo-

cus of the summit.

In December, Poland signed a

5.6 trillion-won ($4 billion)

contract with South Korean de-

fense company Hanwha Aero-

space Co. to import Chunmoo

multiple launch rocket systems.

The two leaders will also dis-

cuss the Middle East crisis and

other major geopolitical de-

velopments as Poland is a key

member of the European

Union and North Atlantic

Treaty Organization, presiden-

tial spokesperson Kang Yu-

jung said. Tusk arrived in

South Korea on Sunday for a

two-day visit, marking the first

bilateral trip to the country by

a Polish prime minister in 27

years. For Tusk's official visit,

Lee prepared a smartwatch

equipped with healthcare and

artificial intelligence func-

tions, reflecting the premier's

hobbies, including soccer and

running, according to Lee's

office, Yonhap news agency

reported. Lee also prepared a

Korean traditional hanbok-

style cloak for Tusk's pet dog,

a calligraphy piece and a tra-

ditional Korean bronze ware

cutlery set.

China's deepening role
in Iran conflict signals
'dangerous escalation': Report
Washington, Aug 3  : China

does not benefit from an out-

right Iranian win but from

Tehran's continued ability to

distract, complicate, and

impose costs on United

States power projection.

This makes the relationship

between Beijing and Tehran

"more dangerous than

simple arms sales" as it

evolves into a form of stra-

tegic burden-sharing against

the US, sustained through

proxies, sanctions evasion,

and plausible deniability, a

report said on Monday.

According to a report on

'One World Outlook', China

has moved beyond the role

of a distant benefactor of

Iran. It stated that if the US

intelligence reports are ac-

curate, Beijing is edging to-

wards “something more dan-

gerous: active enabling of

Iran's wartime rebuild".

Citing a CNN report,  i t

noted the US intelligence

assesses that China is pre-

paring to supply air-defence

systems to Iran in the com-

ing weeks, possibly using

third countries to conceal

the source. "This is not a

story about symbolism. It is

about capability. Air-defence

systems, anti-ship missiles, and

dual-use industrial inputs can

change the way a war is fought.

They can make it harder for the

United States and its allies to op-

erate in the region, complicate

surveillance and strike options,

and help Iran replenish losses in-

flicted by weeks of conflict. In

war, logistics and replacement

pipelines can matter as much as

battlefield bravado. A state that

helps restore those pipelines is

not standing on the sidelines; it

is shaping outcomes," the report

detailed.

“That is why these reports

should alarm policymakers in

Washington, Jerusalem, and

across the Gulf.

China has long presented itself

as a pragmatic power, one that

prefers commerce, diplomacy,

and stability to ideological con-

frontation. Yet the reported

behaviour suggests a more cyni-

cal approach: Beijing appears

willing to profit from Iran's iso-

lation while quietly strengthen-

ing Tehran's military hand," it

added.

According to the report, Ameri-

can think tank ‘The Atlantic

Council’ documented Chi-

nese supplies of drones, mis-

siles, and related components

to Iran, indicating a sustained

channel rather than a sudden

rupture.

It also cited British media

outlet BBC similarly report-

ing that US intelligence al-

leges Chinese support for

Iran's ballistic missile efforts

through training and key

components.

The report noted that if sub-

stantiated, the development

would constitute a “danger-

ous escalation” in China’s in-

volvement.

"Beijing may argue that air-

defence systems are defen-

sive, not offensive. That ar-

gument is technically neat

and strategically misleading.

A missile system labelled

‘defensive’ can still threaten

aircraft, drones, and naval

platforms. In a conflict zone,

the defensive-offensive dis-

tinction often collapses un-

der the realities of use,” it

stressed.

South Africa
reopens border crossing
with Mozambique

Cape Town, Aug 3  :

Traveller movement at

South Africa's main bor-

der crossing point with

Mozambique is now open

"until further notice," the

country's Border Man-

agement Authority

(BMA) announced.

UK lawmakers seek
independent probe
into human rights
abuses by Pakistani
forces in PoK
London, Aug 3 :

Several British

parliamentarians

expressed grave

concern over the

escalating unrest

in Pakistan-occu-

pied Kashmir

(PoK), where over

40 civilians were

killed and dozens

critically injured

in a brutal crack-

down by Pakistani

security forces.

British Labour

Party MP Liam

Byrne said that re-

ports of live fire

being used against

peaceful protest-

ers in PoK are

"deeply alarm-

ing".

Describing the

communications

blackout and hu-

man rights abuse

in the occupied

territory as "com-

pletely unaccept-

able".



Gehlot making unnecessary
remarks to divert attention: Rajasthan BJP
Jaipur, Aug 3 : Reacting to a re-

cent statement by former Chief

Minister Ashok Gehlot, BJP State

President Madan Rathore on

Monday said that Gehlot is mak-

ing baseless and unnecessary re-

marks against the BJP in an at-

tempt to divert attention from the

internal strife and failures within

his own party.  Rathore stated that

the Bharatiya Janata Party is a

disciplined and well-organised

political party where leaders ex-

press their views responsibly.

He advised Gehlot to reflect be-

fore commenting on the BJP’s in-

ternal matters, especially when his

own party continues to face per-

sistent leadership uncertainty.

He added that Gehlot seems to

have forgotten the power struggle

that marked his own tenure as

Chief Minister, an episode that

remains fresh in public memory.?

Rathore remarked that Gehlot had

to resort to “hotel confinement”

to safeguard his government dur-

ing that period. Referring to senior

BJP leader Vasundhara Raje, he

said her leadership and contribu-

tions are well-recognised and un-

disputed within the party.

Gehlot’s remarks, he said, reflect

sheer political opportunism.

Rathore further emphasised that

India’s foreign policy has been

strong, balanced, and firmly

rooted in national interest.?

He said India has emerged as a

decisive global leader, earning

appreciation worldwide. ?

He termed it unfortunate that

Gehlot questioned India’s global

standing by drawing comparisons

with Pakistan, stating that such re-

marks are not only inappropriate

but also harm the nation’s image

internationally. Rathore also said

that while the Congress party

claims to be united in Rajasthan,

the reality reflects deep-rooted

factionalism.

He pointed out that internal dif-

ferences among senior Congress

leaders, including Ashok Gehlot,

Govind Singh Dotasra, Tikaram

Jully, and Sachin Pilot, continue

to surface frequently.

Rathore asserted that the Congress

party’s claims of unity are hollow.

He added that the previous Con-

gress government spent most of

its tenure focused on retaining

power rather than governance.

India's maritime history was

neglected for decades: Sarbananda Sonowal
New Delhi, Aug 3 : Union

Minister Sarbananda

Sonowal on Monday said that

India's maritime history was

neglected for decades under

the previous governments.

The two-day-long India Mari-

time Heritage Conclave

(IMHC) drew a successful

closure in the national capi-

tal today as the maiden con-

clave attempt to revive the

academic focus on India’s

maritime history.

“India has a rich legacy of

maritime history. But, unfor-

tunately, for decades, it re-

mained neglected. With the

successful hosting of the

maiden India Maritime Heri-

tage Conclave (IMHC), the Cen-

tral government is making an ear-

nest attempt to revive the aca-

demic focus on India’s maritime

legacy. The engaging brainstorm-

ing among maritime experts from

leading maritime nations of the

world is a testament to how we can

revive, recite and repurpose our

maritime history for attempting to

find sustainable solutions for con-

temporary challenges,” the minis-

ter said.

The conclave was attended by glo-

bal experts and academicians from

11 nations to present, deliberate

and attempt to find sustainable so-

lutions to the contemporary chal-

lenges in the maritime sector of

the world. While India remained

in focus, the global historians and

maritime experts put an onus on

the country’s more than 5,000-

year-old history for shared growth

at the conclave. Sonowal said that

India's maritime rise is a testament

to the nation's progress and resur-

gence as a major global power.

“From enhanced port operations

and logistics to mega-infrastruc-

ture development, India is earning

global recognition as it aims to be-

come a major maritime na-

tion by 2030,” the minister

said.

He added that the explora-

tion of our rich maritime his-

tory, especially with the up-

coming National Maritime

Heritage Complex (NMHC)

in Lothal, is reshaping the

world's perspective on

India's shipping sector.

“At IMHC, we are creating

Bengaluru,  Aug 3 :  The

Karnataka BJP has lodged a

police complaint against the

off ice-bearers  of  the

Karnataka  Pradesh  Youth

Congress Committee, accus-

ing them of hatching a con-

spiracy to provoke people

against the Centre and Prime

Minister Narendra Modi by

using false posters and at-

tempting to create a law and

order situation in the state.

K'taka BJP lodges police com-K'taka BJP lodges police com-K'taka BJP lodges police com-K'taka BJP lodges police com-K'taka BJP lodges police com-
plaint against Youth Congressplaint against Youth Congressplaint against Youth Congressplaint against Youth Congressplaint against Youth Congress
over banner against PM Modiover banner against PM Modiover banner against PM Modiover banner against PM Modiover banner against PM Modi

Medinipur, Aug 3 : Ten-

sions flared at the

Medinipur Sadar BDO of-

fice on Monday afternoon

as Booth Level Officers

(BLOs) from Medinipur

city and Sadar block ex-

pressed their frustration

over what they called the

mounting responsibilities of

their role in the exercise of

Special Intensive Revision

(SIR), which is being car-

ried out in West Bengal to

purify the electoral rolls.

Frustrated by the ‘chal-

lenges’ of data entry, distri-

bution, and collection of

voter forms, the BLOs sub-

mitted a memorandum to

BDO Kahekashan Parveen,

highlighting multiple griev-

ances. “I can’t do it

anymore…data entry is not

possible!” exclaimed sev-

eral BLOs during the pro-

test.

Medinipur BLOs protest
over data entry work
under SIR, submit
memorandum to BDO

Thiruvananthapuram, Aug

3 :  The Special Investigation

Team (SIT) investigating al-

leged irregularities in Kerala

Public Service Commission

(PSC) recruitments has

turned its focus to the Plan-

ning Board examination,

where investigators are prob-

Kerala Planning Board 2023 top rank

candidate under SIT lens as PSC scam probe intensifies
ing allegations that the answer

script of the candidate who se-

cured the first rank in 2023 and is

now employed in the State Plan-

ning Board was allegedly manipu-

lated.  The allegation has emerged

as the most significant finding in

the probe so far.

The PSC exam was held on July

13, 2023, for the post of Chief (In-

dustry and Infrastructure), State

Planning Board. According to

sources, the SIT suspects that 10

questions carrying 58 marks were

excluded from the evaluation pro-

cess after it was found that the

candidate had answered six of

them incorrectly and left four un-

Bhubaneswar, Aug 3 :

India’s fight against diabetes

and other rising metabolic

disorders requires Indian

data for Indian solutions,

supported by long-term sci-

entific evidence, said Union

Minister for Science &amp;

Technology, Jitendra Singh,

on Monday.

The Union Minister made the

remarks at the inauguration

event of the National Con-

clave on Longitudinal Cohort

Studies – “Cohort Connect

2025” at CSIR-IMMT,

Bhubaneswar. The conclave

focuses on advancing re-

search into India’s genetic,

environmental, and lifestyle

determinants of health to en-

able personalised genetic-

based treatments and preven-

tive healthcare strategies.

In his inaugural address,

Singh said that the discus-

sions taking place a day be-

fore World Diabetes Day

carry special relevance, as

metabolic disorders like dia-

betes are rapidly emerging as

a major national health chal-

Union Minister urges researchers

to use India-specific data for health challenges
lenge. He emphasised that dia-

betes today represents not just

a clinical condition but a com-

plete spectrum of vascular,

neurological, and renal com-

plications, making scientific

research in this domain criti-

cal for national planning.

The minister emphasised that

India continues to deal simul-

taneously with both communi-

cable and non-communicable

diseases, and the reciprocal

link between diabetes and in-

fections such as tuberculosis

requires integrated policy re-

sponses rather than

c o m p a r t m e n t a l i s e d

programmes.  “India’s pheno-

typic uniqueness has been ac-

knowledged for decades.

Gujarat: 7 held in Ahmedabad
weighbridge fraud; scam pegged at up to Rs 100 cr

New Delhi, Aug 3 : The All In-

dia Muslim Personal Law

Board (AIMPLB) on Monday

welcomed the Supreme Court’s

interim order on the Places of

Worship Act, 1991 that im-

posed restrictions on register-

ing new suits, delivering effec-

tive or final judgments, or or-

dering surveys in ongoing cases

concerning mosques and

shrines.

AIMPLB Spokesperson S.Q.R.

Ilyas welcomed the apex

court’s interim order,

emphasising that local courts

were undermining the spirit of

the Places of Worship Act by

entertaining petitions and issu-

ing orders concerning mosques,

said a statement.

“The manner in which local

courts declared appeals admis-

sible and issued orders on

mosques and dargahs had made

this act ineffective.

AIMPLB welcomesAIMPLB welcomesAIMPLB welcomesAIMPLB welcomesAIMPLB welcomes
SC’s curbs on fresh suitsSC’s curbs on fresh suitsSC’s curbs on fresh suitsSC’s curbs on fresh suitsSC’s curbs on fresh suits
against mosquesagainst mosquesagainst mosquesagainst mosquesagainst mosques

06 THE INDIAN MAIL
www.theindianmail.inNATIONAL NEWS

04 AUGUST 2026

TUESDAY, VIJAYAWADA

Ahmedabad, Aug 3 : The Ahmedabad Crime Branch has

arrested seven people for allegedly operating a sophisticated

inter-state fraud involving manipulation of electronic

weighbridge systems to cheat companies during scrap trans-

actions, officials said on Monday. According to the Crime

Branch, the gang was active across multiple states and com-

mitted fraud by tampering with electronic weighing ma-

chines used to weigh scrap material.

The operation came to light following specific intelligence

inputs, after which investigators conducted technical analy-

sis and field inquiries. Police said the accused installed

specialised chips in weighbridge machines, enabling them

to interfere with the weight display system. They also used

remote-control devices to alter readings and generate false

weight slips that showed lower weights than the actual load.

This allowed them to unlawfully gain during scrap pur-

chases. Inspector Nikhil Brahmbhatt said, “In Gujarat and

its neighbouring states such as Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,

and Maharashtra, there are several scrap traders and large

companies where scrap tenders are issued. In these tenders,

a gang would place the highest bids and commit fraud. We

have arrested seven members of this gang.” Investigators

said the accused would participate in scrap tenders issued

by companies and industrial units or acquire scrap through

auction bidding. After securing deals, they allegedly tam-

pered with weighbridge systems at the sites through associ-

ates with technical expertise, underreporting the actual

weight of scrap and cheating scrapyard operators and site

owners. Acting on precise information that gang members

were gathering with illegal equipment in the Vatva GIDC

area, a Crime Branch team conducted a raid and apprehended

all seven accused from the location. A Crime Branch offi-

cial told IANS, “We received specific inputs about their

gathering. All seven were apprehended from Vatva GIDC

in Ahmedabad.” An official added that the fraud is estimated

at between Rs 50 crore and Rs 100 crore

and said that companies affected include

Adani Group, Reliance Industries, and

Essar, among others. "We have approached

the companies to take part in the inquiry.

We also suspect that employees such as

security guards can be part of this opera-

tion," an official noted. The official fur-

ther stated that the alleged mastermind has

been identified as Rajnish Kashyap, a resi-

dent of Madhya Pradesh, who is currently

absconding. “Two more individuals from

Noida and New Delhi are believed to be

linked to this fraud,” the official told IANS.

The arrested accused have been identified

as Hemantkumar Raval (33), Sanket Raval

(24), Vijay Thakor (36), Manish Rabari

(27), Vinod Patni (36), Mukesh Patni (31),

and Sunil Patni (36). Police said they are

residents of Ahmedabad and nearby dis-

tricts, with native places in Mehsana,

Sabarkantha, Banaskantha, Gandhinagar

and Patan. Officials said six other persons

have been named as wanted in the case,

including Rajnish Kashyap, Chirag

Goswami alias Chirag Bawa, Sunil Bodi,

Vinod Champo.

answered. Investigators are exam-

ining whether the questions were

subsequently dropped to protect

the candidate's rank. The candi-

date is reported to have links with

a Left-affiliated organisation.

These allegations remain under

investigation. The SIT, headed

by IG of Police Ajitha Beegum,

has already registered an FIR

in the case. However, no ac-

cused have been named so far,

with investigators indicating

that the probe has now entered

a crucial phase aimed at iden-

tifying individual culpability.

Sources said the investigation

team will soon be expanded as

it moves into its second stage.



New Delhi, Aug 3 : The Di-

rectorate General of GST In-

telligence (DGGI) has uncov-

ered a massive case of fraudu-

lently availing Input Tax Credit

(ITC) to the tune of RS 645

crore through a web of 229

dummy GST-registered firms,

controlled and operated by a

Delhi-based syndicate.

 The kingpin of the racket has

been arrested, according to an

official statement issued on

Monday.

Acting on credible intelli-

gence, DGGI officers of the

Delhi Zone conducted a coor-

dinated search operations at

multiple premises across the

national capital, unearthing a

huge cache of incriminating

documents, digital devices,

and ledgers that established the

operation of non-existent firms

engaged in issuing invoices

without actual supply of goods

or services. "The seizures in-

cluded 162 mobile phones,

probably used to get OTPs for

GST/banking purposes.

GST officials detect Rs 645
crore ITC fraud in Delhi,
kingpin of racket arrested

New Delhi, Aug 3 :  US-based technology

giant Microsoft has posted a strong set of

fourth-quarter and full-year results for fis-

cal 2026 driven by robust demand for its

cloud and artificial intelligence (AI) offer-

ings, with Azure annual revenue crossing

the $100 billion mark for the first time,

according to the company.  The tech giant

posted fourth-quarter revenue of $90 bil-

lion, up 18 per cent year-on-year, while

operating income rose 18 per cent to $40.6

billion. Meanwhile, net income climbed 31

per cent to $35.8 billion on a GAAP basis,

while diluted earnings per share (EPS) in-

creased 32 per cent to $4.81.  On a non-

GAAP basis, net income rose 22 per cent

to $35.3 billion and diluted EPS increased

23 per cent to $4.74. Microsoft Cloud rev-

enue surged 27 per cent to $59.3 billion

during the quarter. Revenue from the In-

telligent Cloud segment rose 32 per cent

Microsoft Q4 revenue rises
18 pc to $90 billion, Azure annual revenue tops $100 billion

to $39.3 billion, with Azure

and other cloud services rev-

enue jumping 43 per cent. "We

are advancing the frontier on

the cost-to-outcome curve, en-

suring every customer can turn

tokens into business results,"

said Microsoft Chairman and

CEO Satya Nadella.

"This year, Azure revenue sur-

passed $100 billion for the

first time, and Microsoft 365

Copilot reached over 30 mil-

lion paid seats, reflecting the

confidence customers are

placing in us to power their AI

transformation," he added.

For the full fiscal year ended

June 30, Microsoft reported

revenue of $331.8 billion, up

18 per cent.

Mumbai, Aug 3: India's gold de-

mand declined 6 per cent year-on-

year (YoY) to 131.4 tonnes dur-

ing the April-June quarter of 2026,

as subdued seasonal demand,

higher customs duty and a shift in

consumer sentiment weighed on

purchases, according to the World

Gold Council's (WGC) latest Q2

2026 Gold Demand Trends report.

The country's total gold demand

stood at 131.4 tonnes in the quar-

ter, down from 139.7 tonnes in the

corresponding period last year,

with jewellery consumption wit-

nessing the sharpest decline.

Jewellery demand fell 15 per cent

year-on-year to 75.1 tonnes from

88.8 tonnes a year ago, as per the

data. The decline also came after

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, in

May, urged citizens to curb non-

India's Q2 gold demand falls
6 pc; investment demand stays resilient

essential gold purchases and con-

sider alternative savings avenues

to help reduce pressure on the

country's foreign exchange re-

serves amid rising import costs

driven by volatile crude oil prices.

“I would appeal to people not to

buy gold for weddings for one

year,” PM Modi said in May amid

the ongoing global crisis because

of Middle East tensions.

Meanwhile, gold and silver prices

drop up to 1 per cent on MCX on

Thursday due to profit booking

ahead of US Fed policy decision.

“The steady resilience of gold

around the $4080 mark reflects a

market balancing two powerful

forces – a hawkish monetary

policy and an escalating geopoliti-

cal risk in the Middle East lead-

ing to further uncertainties in glo-

bal economy,” an

analyst stated. While

the US Fed’s firm

decision to tackle in-

flation kept the rate

unchanged and di-

alled back immediate

September rate-hike

expectations, the un-

derlying safe-haven

appeal of precious

metal will likely get

reignited. “However,

the commitment of

US Fed to a strict 2

per cent inflation tar-

get with no soft lee-

way, creates a tough

short-term macroeco-

nomic backdrop for

bullion,” as per the

market expert.
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BMW to cut around 8,000 jobs in
Germany by 2027 amid weak demand and cost pressures
New Delhi, Aug 3 : German luxury carmaker

BMW on Monday announced plans to cut several

thousand jobs in Germany by the end of 2027

through a voluntary redundancy programme, be-

coming the latest automaker to reduce its

workforce amid weakening demand, mounting

cost pressures and a challenging transition to elec-

tric vehicles.  The company said the severance

programme, agreed with the works council, will

primarily affect employees in

its administration and develop-

ment divisions, while produc-

tion operations will remain un-

a ff e c t e d .

According to multiple reports,

BMW's workforce in Germany

is expected to shrink by around

8,000 employees.

Govt seeks detailed explanation from
Meta over temporary restriction of PM Modi's Facebook post
New Delhi, Aug 3 : The Ministry of Electronics

and Information Technology (MeitY) has asked

senior officials from Meta to appear before the

government to explain the temporary restriction

placed on Prime Minister Narendra Modi's

Facebook post, with the meeting expected to take

place within the next seven to 10 days.  Speaking

on the matter, MeitY Secretary S. Krishnan said

the government is seeking both a policy-level and

technical explanation from the

social media company to under-

stand how the incident occurred.

“India intends to convey its con-

cerns directly to Meta and obtain

a comprehensive account of the

circumstances that led to the brief

restriction,” he said. “Meta has al-

ready conveyed its regret over the

incident and provided a prelimi-

nary explanation to the govern-

ment.  However, the Centre has

sought a more detailed clarifica-

tion, including the measures the

company is putting in place to

ensure such incidents do not re-

cur,” Krishnan stated. The latest

move comes a day after the gov-

ernment summoned a senior

Meta executive following the

temporary restriction.
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Characters like Virat Kohli keep
cricket alive, says former umpire Anil Chaudhary
New Delhi, Aug 3  : Former international um-

pire Anil Chaudhary believes high-energy per-

sonalities like Virat Kohli are vital for the sport

to retain its charm, while revealing that the star

batter acts aggressively out of pure competitive

spirit without any malice.

Kohli, who recently played in India’s 2-1 ODI

series loss to England, will be next seen in ac-

tion during the series against the West Indies in

September. "Actually, my advantage with Virat

was that I had officiated his matches since child-

hood, so I have known him for a long time. He

doesn't have any malice.

"He reacts aggressively sometimes, but if you're

right, he'll give you a thumbs up too. Between

overs, he'll come over and put a hand around

your waist. But he is lively throughout. Players

like him should be there; otherwise, the game

will get boring," Chaudhary said on JioHotstar.

Reflecting on the fiery on-field altercations in

the IPL, including the famous heated exchange

between Kohli and Gautam Gambhir in 2013,

Chaudhary noted that aggression is intrinsic to

northern players and brings a unique flavour to

the game, provided it stays within limits.

All-format batters an illusion, cricket
needs dedicated specialist squads: Cullinan
New Delhi, Aug 3 : Former

South Africa batter Daryll

Cullinan believes modern

cricket is fooling itself by ex-

pecting players to excel across

all three formats, adding that

the era of the true multi-format

batter is effectively over and

that dedicated specialist squads

are urgently needed to preserve

the integrity of the game.

Writing in his column, the

former Proteas veteran as-

serted that modern scheduling,

commercial demands, and T20-

centric coaching methods have

created a generation of batters

with a ‘hybrid technique’ that

crumbles when exposed to de-

manding Test conditions.

"Producing a batter equally ac-

complished across all three for-

mats of the game is no longer

achievable in cricket. Such a

player represents a batting pin-

nacle that asks too much, and

performances have suggested

this for long now.

Indian-origin Neel Patel named in Australia U19 squad for India tour
Melbourne, Aug 3 : Indian-

origin cricketer Neel Patel has

been named in Australia's Un-

der-19 men's squad for a multi-

format tour of India, with fast

bowlers Will Byrom and Kasey

Barton will spearhead the 16-

member team for the subconti-

nent tour next month.

The tour will include three 50-

over matches and two four-day

matches against India Under

19s in Rajkot and Ahmedabad.

Representing the University of

New South Wales (UNSW)

Cricket Club, Neel became one of

the youngest players to score more

than 1000 runs in Sydney Premier

Cricket First Grade in a calendar

year at the age of 16.

Byrom and Barton, meanwhile,

are the only two members of the

squad to feature at the U19 World

Cup earlier this year in Zimbabwe.

The then-17-year-old Byrom

starred with 10 wickets at 10.50,

while Barton took four wickets as

the Aussies ultimately lost to En-

gland in the semi-final by 27 runs.

"We are really pleased to provide

the opportunity to some of

Australia's best young players to

continue their development as part

of our pathways program," Sonya

Thompson. Touring India and

playing against high-quality oppo-

sition in challenging conditions

will be a valuable experience and

test the players technically and

mentally across formats," Cricket Austra-

lia Head of National Development, said in

a statement.

A CA Development squad landed in

Chennai on Saturday for the now annual

MRF Academy Program, with a host of

state regulars and recent Australian T20I

debutant Joel Davies among the 12-strong

squad.

Meanwhile, CA Development squad landed

in Chennai on Saturday for the now annual

MRF Academy Program, with a host of

state regulars and recent Australian T20I

debutant Joel Davies among the 12-strong squad,

cricket.com.au reports. The program will feature two multi-

day matches, scheduled for 5–6 August and 10–11 August

on spin friendly pitches.

Chelsea sign Valentin
Barco from Strasbourg until 2033
London, Aug 3 : Chelsea FC have

confirmed the signing of Argentin-

ian international Valentin Barco

from RC Strasbourg. The

midfielder has signed a contract

until 2033. The 22-year-old Argen-

tine will join up with manager

Xabi Alonso and his new team-

mates later in pre-season. Barco,

22, began his career with Boca

Juniors in Argentina. He made his

professional debut at 16 years old,

after rising through the academy

ranks, and won numerous titles

before moving to England in 2024

to join Brighton &amp; Hove

Albion. During his time on the

Sussex coast, he enjoyed loan

spells at Sevilla and RC

Strasbourg, joining the latter on

a permanent basis after a 2024/25

campaign in which he enjoyed a

breakthrough spell and helped

Strasbourg secure European foot-

ball. Barco contributed to 12 goals

in 43 appearances across all com-

petitions last term.

Markram plays
down LSG captaincy
talk, says franchise has
'quality leaders'
London, Aug 3 : South Af-

rica T20I captain Aiden

Markram has played down

speculation surrounding the

vacant leadership position

at Lucknow Super Giants

(LSG), stating that he has

not given captaining in the

Indian Premier League

(IPL) much thought and

cited that the franchise pos-

sesses several ‘quality lead-

ers.’ The leadership spot at

LSG has been vacant after

Rishabh Pant stepped down

in May following the fran-

chise finishing at the bottom

of the points table in IPL

2026, before being traded to

Delhi Capitals (DC) in ex-

change for left-arm wrist-

spinner Kuldeep Yadav.

Sports Minister Mandaviya
lauds India's 39-medal haul at 'trimmed-down' CWG 2026
New Delhi, Aug 3 : Union Min-

ister of Youth Affairs and Sports

Mansukh Mandaviya has lauded

India's fourth-place finish with 39

medals in the Commonwealth

Games 2026 in Glasgow, a

trimmed-down edition that fea-

tured just 10 sports, nine fewer

than at Birmingham 2022, where

India won 30 medals.

India's Glasgow 2026 campaign

concluded with 39 medals – 13

gold, 17 silver and nine bronze.

"Bharat signs off from the Com-

monwealth Games 2026 with a

commendable 4th-place finish.

Despite Glasgow 2026 being a

trimmed-down edition without

several disciplines where India

traditionally excels, Team India

improved from 30 medals in the

comparable disciplines at Bir-

mingham 2022 to 39 medals this

year. "Under the leadership of

Prime Minister Shri Narendra

Modi Ji, the growing depth and

strength of Indian sport is

clearly visible. Proud of every

athlete, coach and support staff

who gave their all for the

Tricolour," Mandaviya posted

on X.
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