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Williams sisters headline
Cincinnati Open doubles wild cards
Serena Williams and Venus Will-

iams have been awarded a doubles

wild card for the Cincinnati Open,

which runs from August 13 to 23.

This will mark their...

Union Bank Of India's
Board approves debt issuance
of nearly Rs 19,000 crore
Union Bank of India’s board of di-

rectors on Tuesday approved rais-

ing up to $2 billion or nearly Rs

19,145.93 crore...

Silent Revolution among the people and
unexpected victory in 2024 : CM Chandra Babu
Amaravati, Aug 4 : Chief

Minister Chandrababu Naidu

said that no one expected suc-

cess in 2024. On Tuesday, the

CM released a white paper on

the economic situation of AP.

The CM, who released facts on

the conditions of 2024 and the

current conditions, said that

this presentation is a report

given by a responsible govern-

ment. He said that if the gov-

ernments work efficiently and

governance is good, it will

have an impact on the people.

He said that a silent revolution

came among the people in 2024. He said that similar re-

sults were seen in 1982, 1994, and most recently in 2024.

He said that a 94 percent strike rate was achieved in 2024...

it was an unexpected revolution. He said that after the

division of the state, AP became an agricultural state. He

said that 58 percent of the people got only 46 percent of

the resources. He said that both the states were devel-

oped jointly. Chandrababu said that NITI Aayog had said

that AP would have zero debt sustainability in 2023-24.

The reason for this was not making capital investment.

He was angry that government assets were mortgaged.

The future income of liquor was pledged. He accused

central schemes of diverting funds as the debt was not

incurred. He said that Rs.48616 crore pending bills were

reduced to Rs.29,259 crore. He said that 86 centrally spon-

sored schemes were revived. He said that Rs.45,138 crore

was spent under centrally sponsored schemes. The CM said that

even though local bodies received Finance Commission grants,

they were diverted. They have also been corrected. He said that

Rs.49,401 crore has been spent on welfare so far. He was angry

that people are picking feathers on chicken eggs in the case of

Mega DSC. They said that priority has been given to the alloca-

tion of liquor shops and mines.

AP High Court refuses
to intervene in Mega DSC PIL
Amaravati, Aug 4 : The Andhra Pradesh High

Court has refused to intervene in the PIL filed

by YSRCP MLC Parvathareddy

Chandrasekhar Reddy seeking a CBI probe into

Mega DSC 2025. It questioned why the candi-

dates who lost due to sports quota are not ap-

pearing in court directly. It said it could not

agree with the argument that the aggrieved can-

didates are afraid to approach the court directly.

Andhra Pradesh secured
Rs 19,619 crore under SASCI in 2.5 years
Amaravati, Aug 4 : Andhra

Pradesh has secured Rs 19,619

crore under the Special Assis-

tance to States for Capital In-

vestment (SASCI) scheme in

two-and-a-half years, the Cen-

tre told the Lok Sabha on Tues-

day. According to the state gov-

ernment, this is 72 per cent

higher than the Rs 11,386 crore

received by the previous YSRCP

government under the same

scheme between 2020 to 2024.

The figures were officially placed

before Parliament by the Union

Ministry of Finance in a response

to a question by YSRCP MP PV

Midhun Reddy.

The achievement reflects the

present Telugu Desam Party

(TDP)-led coalition government's

emphasis on fiscal discipline,

timely project preparation and ef-

ficient implementation.

Andhra Pradesh has consistently

secured higher allocations by sub-

mitting eligible capital investment

proposals and ensuring faster ex-

ecution, enabling the state to ac-

cess significantly greater financial

resources for infrastructure de-

velopment within a much

shorter period, an official state-

ment said here on Tuesday.

According to the Union

government's reply in Parlia-

ment, Andhra Pradesh has re-

ceived Rs 31,005.47 crore un-

der the SASCI scheme since

2020-21. Of this, Rs 19,619

crore has been released during

the tenure of the present TDP-

led state government, including

Rs 7,901.56 crore in 2024-25.

TPCC chief alleges Harish Rao
performed 'occult rituals' to prevent rainfall
Hyderabad, Aug 4  : Telangana

Pradesh Congress Committee

(TPCC) president B Mahesh

Kumar Goud on Tuesday levelled

serious allegations against BRS

leader and former minister T

Harish Rao, claiming that the lat-

ter had performed "occult rituals"

(kshudra pujas) to prevent rainfall

and crop prosperity in Telangana.

Addressing the media here, the

TPCC chief alleged that Harish

Rao visited temples associated

with occult practices in

Tiruchirappalli (Tamil Nadu)

and Shivamogga (Karnataka) on

specific dates and challenged

him to disclose his whereabouts

on May 31, June 1 and July 23.

He claimed the Congress pos-

sessed evidence of these visits

and questioned why Harish

Rao did not publicize them on

social media. In fact, the BRS

party has been organizing

Aghora and Tantric rituals

since its inception.

Madras HC orders Udhayanidhi
Stalin’s release after questioning
Chennai, Aug 4 : The Madras High Court on

Tuesday ordered the police to release Leader

of the Opposition and DMK Youth Wing Sec-

retary Udhayanidhi Stalin after questioning

him in connection with a case registered over

his alleged derogatory remarks against Chief

Minister C. Joseph Vijay.  The court directed

that Udhayanidhi Stalin, who was arrested by

the Thanjavur police earlier in the day, should

be questioned and released on Tuesday itself.

It also ordered the police not to continue the

interrogation until Wednesday and directed

the DMK leader to cooperate with the inves-

tigation. The case stems from a protest led by

Udhayanidhi Stalin in front of the Panagal

Building in Thanjavur on Monday over the

Mekedatu dam dispute. The demonstration

condemned the Centre and the State govern-

ment over the Cauvery water issue and demanded

that the delta districts be declared drought-affected.

During his address, Udhayanidhi Stalin allegedly

made derogatory remarks targeting Chief Minister

Vijay, triggering criticism from ministers in the rul-

ing party. Following the speech, Bhairavi, an execu-

tive of the ruling TVK's women’s wing in Thanjavur,

lodged a complaint with the police. Acting on the

complaint, the Thanjavur police registered a case

against Udhayanidhi Stalin under nine provisions. A

police team subsequently arrived at his Neelangarai

residence in Chennai on Tuesday.

25 tonnes of adulterated
spices seized in Hyderabad, 3 held
Hyderabad, Aug 4 : The Hyderabad Food Adul-

teration Surveillance Team (H-FAST) of the (Po-

lice) Commissioner's Task Force seized 25 tonnes

of spices containing dangerous chemicals and ar-

rested three accused.  Police Commissioner V. C.

Sajjanar said on Tuesday that H-FAST, in joint

coordination with the Food Safety Department of

Greater Hyderabad Municipal Corporation

(GHMC), conducted a major enforcement drive

against certain spice trading and processing estab-

lishments across the Hyderabad Commissionerate

limits.  The special crackdown was aimed to curb

use of harmful-to-human chemicals as adulterants,

eliminating misbranding, ensuring

strict adherence to food safety stan-

dards, and protecting public health.

During the operation, carried out

based on credible information from

the public, enforcement teams in-

spected 13 business establishments

and independent business locations

which were actively engaged in the

procurement, processing.

Telangana orders
decade-long audit of custom
milling rice operations
Hyderabad, Aug 4  :  The

Telangana government has initi-

ated its most extensive review of

the Custom Milling Rice (CMR)

system since the State's formation.

Kharge demands PM Modi's
accountability over Ram Temple donation allegations
New Delhi, Aug 4 : Congress

President Mallikarjun Kharge

on Tuesday launched a sharp

attack on Prime Minister

Narendra Modi in the Rajya

Sabha, insisting that he must an-

swer allegations of mismanage-

ment and theft linked to offer-

ings and donations made to the

Shri Ram Janmabhoomi Teerth

Kshetra Trust.  Kharge de-

manded a full-fledged Parlia-

mentary debate on what he de-

scribed as a "matter of faith for mil-

lions of devotees". Addressing the

Upper House, Kharge said serious

charges had surfaced regarding the

handling of valuable offerings.

Employment opportunities
to improve with ATCs :
Minister Vivek Venkataswamy
Minister for Labour, Employ-

ment, Training, Factories, Mines,

and Geology, Vivek

Venkataswamy...
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Employment opportunities
to improve with ATCs : Minister Vivek Venkataswamy
g Modern training to be provided to the youth.

g Training to be offered to facilitate overseas employment.
g Minister Vivek Venkataswamy and Government Whip Adi Srinivas perform the

groundbreaking ceremony for the ATC center and CC road works in Rudrangi.

g Attendees included A. Nirmala Kranthi Wesley (Director, Department of Employment
and Training), Garima Agarwal (District Collector), and Mahesh B. Githe (SP).

Rajanna Sircilla (Rudrangi),

Aug  4 : Minister for Labour,

Employment, Training, Facto-

ries, Mines, and Geology,

Vivek Venkataswamy, stated

that Advanced Technology

Centers (ATCs) would enhance

employment opportunities. On

Tuesday, the Minister partici-

pated in various development

programs at the Rudrangi

mandal headquarters in

Rajanna Sircilla district. To-

gether with Government Whip

and Vemulawada MLA Adi

Srinivas, he performed the

groundbreaking ceremony for the

construction of an Advanced

Technology Center (ATC) build-

ing, a project costing ¹ 45 crore.

Subsequently, A. Nirmala Kranthi

Wesley (IAS), Director of Em-

ployment and Training, along with

District Collector Garima

Agrawal and SP Mahesh B. Githe,

laid the foundation stone for the

construction of a CC road, a

project costing ¹ 40 lakh and

funded by the SC Sub-Plan. Min-

ister Vivek Venkataswamy was

accorded a grand welcome by Dis-

trict Collector Garima Agrawal,

SP Mahesh B. Githe, public rep-

resentatives, and officials. The

event commenced with the light-

ing of the ceremonial lamp and the

playing of the Telangana state an-

them, “Jaya Jaya He Telangana.”

Speaking on the occasion, Minis-

ter Vivek Venkataswamy com-

mended Government Whip Adi

Srinivas for his continuous efforts

to resolve public grievances. He

revealed that Chief Minister

Revanth Reddy is set to make a

key announcement regarding new

pensions on the 15th of this

month. He stated that 65 Ad-

vanced Technology Centers

(ATCs) are being established in

Telangana at a cost of ¹ 4,000 crore

and that the state government is

modernizing ITIs. He noted that

one lakh job opportunities have

been created over the past two and

a half years and mentioned that

ATC students receive a monthly

stipend of ¹ 2,000. He further stated

that training in foreign languages

is being provided to tap into em-

ployment opportunities in coun-

tries like Germany and Japan, and

assured that a German language

instructor would be sent to

Rudrangi to facilitate job oppor-

tunities for 100 youths. It was an-

nounced that new courses utiliz-

ing drone technology in agriculture

would be introduced at Advanced

Technology Centers (ATCs). The

people’s government is prioritiz-

ing education, healthcare, employ-

ment, and welfare. The hope was

expressed that students would pur-

sue higher education and rise to

positions such as District Collec-

tors and Superintendents of Police

(SPs).

Speaking on the occasion, Govern-

ment Whip Adi Srinivas noted that

the Government Junior College

established in Rudrangi in 1986

has contributed significantly to

educational development. He men-

tioned that a ‘Young India Inte-

grated Residential School’.

Selection of  beneficiaries for the distribution of  double
bedroom houses should be conducted with
complete transparency.: District Collector Chitra Mishra
Karimnagar, Aug 4: District Collector Chitra Mishra has in-

structed the officials of the concerned departments to conduct

the selection of beneficiaries for the distribution of double bed-

room houses with complete transparency. She suggested that a

comprehensive examination be carried out at the field level so that

justice is done to everyone eligible in this process.

Hyderabad, Aug 4  : The

South Central Railway

conducted a zone-wide

ticket checking drive on

August 3, deploying 186

ticket checking staff

SCR collects Rs.30.53 lakh in mega ticket checking drive
across 169 trains in the

Secunderabad, Hydera bad

and Nanded divisions. The

drive detected 4,121 cases of

ticketless travel, irregular

travel and unbooked luggage.
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Chennai, Aug 4 : In a major ef-

fort to strengthen security and

curb criminal activities at one of

the city’s busiest transport hubs,

the Chennai City Police have in-

tensified surveillance measures

at the Chennai Mofussil Bus Ter-

minus (CMBT) in Koyambedu

by deploying drones and con-

ducting round-the-clock CCTV

monitoring as part of a special

anti-crime and anti-drug opera-

tion.

The initiative, launched under

the directions of Chennai Com-

missioner of Police A. Amalraj,

aims to deter offences such as

theft, robbery, drug trafficking

and other unlawful activities that

frequently target crowded pub-

Chennai Police deploy drones,
CCTV surveillance in anti-crime crackdown at CMBT

lic spaces. Police officials said

special teams carried out exten-

sive inspections across the

sprawling bus terminus and sur-

rounding areas during night

hours, focusing on locations that

are often vulnerable to criminal

activity. Officers questioned and

searched individuals found loi-

tering under suspicious circum-

stances as part of preventive po-

licing measures designed to en-

hance passenger safety.

A key feature of the operation

was the use of drone technology.

Police personnel trained in drone

surveillance monitored passen-

ger movement and activities

across the bus stand and adjoin-

ing areas from the air.

Gujarat: Ahmedabad
civic body to survey rain-hit areas
Ahmedabad, Aug 4 :  The

Ahmedabad Municipal Corpo-

ration (AMC) will conduct a

citywide survey of properties

damaged by the recent heavy

rainfall and submit its findings

to the Gujarat government for

consideration of relief mea-

sures, Standing Committee

Chairman Kamlesh Patel an-

nounced on Tuesday as the

civic body also intensified pre-

paredness for another spell of

extremely heavy rain forecast

over the coming days.

Speaking after the weekly

Standing Committee meeting,

Patel said the corporation had

approved an urgent resolution

to assess losses suffered by

residential property owners

and businesses following

widespread waterlogging in

the city.

Under the plan, a three-mem-

ber team comprising the Addi-

tional City Engineer, Deputy

Tax Collector and Assistant

Municipal Commissioner will

be constituted in each of

Ahmedabad's seven zones.

The teams will document the

nature and extent of damage to af-

fected properties. Patel said the

Municipal Commissioner had also

been authorised to deploy addi-

tional personnel wherever re-

quired to complete the exercise.

"The survey will collect details of

the losses suffered by property

owners and traders due to rainwa-

ter inundation. Based on the find-

ings, all information will be com-

piled, and a proposal will be sent

to the state government," Patel

said. The Standing Committee

also approved a revision in the

rental rates for AMC-owned plots

leased for commercial and service

activities. "The corporation cur-

rently leases more than 695 such

plots and the revised rent struc-

ture, proposed by the Mu-

nicipal Commissioner, had

been approved with amend-

ments," he said.

As the India Meteorological

Department has forecast ex-

tremely heavy rainfall in the

coming days, the civic ad-

ministration said it had

placed its entire disaster re-

sponse machinery on high

alert. Under the supervision

of Mayor Hitesh Barot and

the monitoring of Municipal

C o m m i s s i o n e r

Banchhanidhi Pani, officials

across all zones have been

directed to maintain round-

the-clock surveillance of the

weather situation.

Kannur (Kerala), Aug 4 :

The Kerala High Court on

Tuesday issued notice to

Payyannur MLA V.

Kunhikrishnan on an election

petition filed by former MLA

T.I. Madhusoodanan, who

has sought to set aside the

former’s victory in one of the

most politically sensitive

constituencies in the State.

Madhusoodanan, who repre-

sented Payyannur in the pre-

vious Assembly, alleged that

his defeat was the result of a

sustained campaign of false

propaganda. In his petition,

he contended that

Kunhikrishnan's campaign

falsely branded him as a

‘Martyr fund thief.

Kerala HC notice to
rebel CPI-M MLA
deepens Kannur party woes

New Delhi, Aug 4 : In a bid to help West Bengal con-

tribute to India's growth journey in industrial devel-

opment, expanding entrepreneurial opportunities and

employment generation, the government will hold

roundtable meetings in all regions, with public sector

banks (PSBs), leading industry bodies and MSME

associations to expand credit availability.

According to Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman,

who met West Bengal Chief Minister Suvendu

Adhikari here, a renewed saturation drive of flagship

schemes such as Pradhan Mantri MUDRA Yojana,

Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana, Pradhan Mantri

Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana, Pradhan Mantri Suraksha

Bima Yojana and Atal Pension Yojana and PM

SVANidhi will be undertaken to cover every eligible

beneficiary under these schemes in the state.

They discussed ways to accelerate West Bengal’s de-

velopment journey, in line with the vision of Prime

Minister Narendra Modi. The issue of credit avail-

Centre doubles down on
expanding credit availability in West Bengal

ability in the state across various sectors

and the implementation of Central gov-

ernment schemes were discussed, accord-

ing to an official statement.

Sitharaman also mentioned that the per-

formance of West Bengal Gramin Bank

will be reviewed, with a focus on

strengthening financial inclusion and ex-

panding access to formal credit in the

rural areas of the state. She assured sup-

port for the processing of eligible pro-

posals from West Bengal under the Spe-

cial Assistance to States for Capital In-

vestment scheme (SASCI) to strengthen

capital infrastructure across the state.

Agartala, Aug 4 :

Emphasising the crucial role

of agriculture in India’s

growth, Tripura Agriculture

and Farmers’ Welfare Minis-

ter Ratan Lal Nath on Tues-

day said no development

would be possible if farmers

stopped producing food and

agricultural commodities, as-

serting that they remain the

backbone of the nation’s

economy. He made the re-

marks while laying the foun-

dation stone of a modern rural

agricultural market at Palatana

in Gomati district, to be built

Chandigarh, Aug 4 : Punjab

Water Resources Minister

Barinder Kumar Goyal on Tues-

day inaugurated irrigation

projects worth Rs 13 crore in the

Amargarh Assembly constitu-

ency. Addressing the gathering,

the minister said these projects

would bring canal water to more

than 3,832 acres of agricultural

land in the region for the first

time. He emphasised that the

government is committed to

strengthening irrigation infra-

structure and reducing depen-

dence on groundwater, adding

that the objective is to ensure

every drop of canal water

reaches tail-end fields while

safeguarding water resources.

Tripura expands rural markets;
Minister says farmers are India’s strength

for Rs 4.6 crore under the Ag-

riculture and Farmers’ Welfare

Department. Nath also inau-

gurated a two-storey agricul-

tural market constructed for

Rs 2.2 crore at Tulamura

Bazar and another two-storey

building of the Gorji Krishi

Bazar, built for Rs 3.12 crore.

Addressing the gathering,

Nath said Prime Minister

Narendra Modi has consis-

tently prioritised farmers’ wel-

fare, recognising their indis-

pensable contribution to food

security and economic

progress.

Punjab Minister inaugurates
Rs 13 crore irrigation projects

Bhubaneswar, Aug 4 : The

Odisha Cabinet on Tuesday

approved 10 major proposals

of five departments, includ-

ing the Tourism

Department’s new “Land

Bank for Hospitality Infra-

structure” scheme aimed at

creating a strong foundation

for tourism-led economic

growth and attracting large-

scale investments in the hos-

pitality sector across the state.

The decisions were taken at

a State Cabinet meeting

chaired by Chief Minister

Mohan Charan Majhi at Lok

Seva Bhawan in

Bhubaneswar.

Among the key decisions was

the Cabinet's approval for the

Tourism Department’s new

“Land Bank for Hospitality

Infrastructure” scheme, in-

tended to overcome land-re-

Odisha Cabinet clears 10 proposals,
gives major push to tourism and urban infra

lated challenges faced by

hospitality investors across

the state.

“A major challenge in devel-

oping world-class tourism in-

frastructure has been the lack

of readily available, contigu-

ous, encroachment-free and

investment-ready land par-

cels. To address this gap, the

State Cabinet approved the

establishment of a dedicated

Tourism Land Bank under

the Department of Tourism,”

the state government said in

an official statement.

Under the scheme, approxi-

mately 5,500 acres compris-

ing both government and pri-

vate land parcels will be iden-

tified and developed across

major tourism destinations in

Odisha, including Chilika,

Konark, Puri (Shamuka),

Dhauli, Hirakud, Satkosia.

Bengal gets
first NIA police station
Kolkata, Aug 4 : After receiv-

ing the state cabinet’s approval

last week, a National Investiga-

tion Agency (NIA) policssse sta-

tion has been set up in West Ben-

gal. The state secretariat

Nabanna announced the forma-

tion of this police station by is-

suing a notification on Tuesday.

The NIA had been planning to

set up its own police station in

Kolkata since the previous gov-

ernment. However, it was not

implemented due to the non-co-

operation of the then Trinamool

Congress government. This

time, the first NIA police station

in West Bengal has been estab-

lished after the change of gov-

ernment in the state.

In addition to the headquarters

in Delhi, there are NIA police

stations in big cities like Mumbai

and Chennai. Even smaller cit-

ies like Ranchi, Kochi, and

Imphal also have NIA police sta-

tions. These police stations are

mainly opened in different cit-

ies for the convenience.

20 projects in protected areas given
green nod since 2024: MoS Kirti Vardhan Singh
New Delhi, Aug 4 :  During

the financial years 2024–25

and 2025–26, environment

clearance was granted to 20 in-

frastructure projects/activities,

wholly or partly, in a Protected

Area or Eco-Sensitive Zone

(ESZ)/Eco-Sensitive Area

(ESA), the Centre told the Rajya

Sabha. Minister of State for Envi-

ronment, Forest and Climate

Change Kirti Vardhan Singh, in

reply to a query, said on Tuesday

that the existing provisions pre-

scribe project-specific environ-

mental safeguards as part of the

environmental clearance con-

ditions to avoid, minimise

and mitigate adverse environ-

mental impacts. The safe-

guards include measures re-

lating to wildlife protection,

habitat conservation, pollu-

tion control, compensatory

plantation and environmental

monitoring, he added. These

also include scientific ap-

praisal process and scrutiny

at the approval stage, ensur-

ing that adequate safeguards

are incorporated for the protec-

tion of ecologically sensitive

landscapes, he said.

Kirti Vardhan Singh added that

proposals requiring Wildlife

Clearance for projects located

within Protected Areas or Eco-

Sensitive Zones or Forest ar-

eas are scrutinised through a

multi-tiered mechanism in-

volving the State Chief Wild-

life Warden and the State

Board for Wildlife.
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EAM Jaishankar, Australian
counterpart Penny Wong discuss West Asia conflict
New Delhi, Aug 4  : Exter-

nal Affairs Minister (EAM) S

Jaishankar spoke to his Aus-

tralian counterpart Penny

Wong on Tuesday, discussing

the ongoing West Asia con-

flict.  Following their conver-

sation, EAM Jaishankar

wrote on X: "Appreciated the

exchange of views today with

Senator Penny Wong of Aus-

tralia on the West Asia con-

flict."

The phone call between two

ministers took place amid

tense security situation in the

region after negotiations be-

tween the US and Iranian of-

ficials failed to produce an

agreement. On April 8, the

US and Iran agreed to a two-

week ceasefire in the war, which

erupted on February 28, follow-

ing joint US-Israel joint strikes in

Iran which killed Iran's former Su-

preme Leader Ayatollah Ali

Khamenei and top military offi-

cials. In response, Iran launched

missile and drone strikes against

Israel, US bases and US-allied

countries in the West Asia.

Over the past few weeks, EAM

Jaishankar has spoken with his

counterparts from several nations

as India remains in touch with the

governments of the region, as well

as other key partners, over the con-

flict in West Asia. Earlier in the

day, EAM Jaishankar held a tele-

phonic conversation with his Is-

raeli counterpart Gideon Sa'ar, dis-

cussing West Asia situation and

the Strait of Hormuz. "Had a

telecon this afternoon with Israel

FM Gideon Sa'ar. Our discussion

covered different aspects of the

West Asia situation," EAM

Jaishankar posted on X. Sa'ar

stated that he told EAM

Jaishankar that the US' stance in

the negotiations that would pre-

vent Iran from obtaining nuclear

weapons is important for the in-

ternational community. "A good

conversation, as always, with my

friend, India’s Minister of Ex-

ternal Affairs S Jaishankar. We

discussed Iran, the Strait of

Hormuz, and Lebanon.

I said that the firm American

stance in the negotiations on

conditions that would prevent

Iran from obtaining nuclear

weapons (no enrichment in

Iran, removal of enriched ma-

terial from Iran) is critical for

the entire international com-

munity."

US–India trade deal
boosts Kansas farms, Kentucky bourbon
Washington, Aug 4  : A new

US–India trade framework

announced last week is draw-

ing strong backing from US

lawmakers, with Kansas ag-

ricultural exporters and

Kentucky’s bourbon industry

emerging as early beneficia-

ries of provisions expanding

access to the Indian market.

Congressman Derek Schmidt

of Kansas said the agreement

reflects priorities he pushed

with US trade officials last

year, including market access

for grain sorghum, dried dis-

tillers’ grains and soybean

products.

“The Indian market potential

is enormous and is vital to

Kansas agriculture exporters

as the dynamics with China

continue to evolve,” Schmidt

said. “I am grateful to the Trump

administration for prioritizing

Kansas agricultural exports in this

new framework and will continue

to work closely with our trade of-

ficials to make sure Kansas pro-

ducers and agribusinesses see the

benefits.”

Schmidt said he raised the issue

with the US Trade Representative

in May, urging negotiators to fo-

cus on farm exports critical to

Kansas. The final framework in-

cludes all three commodities he

highlighted.

Kansas produces more grain sor-

ghum than any other US state and

is also a major producer of dried

distillers’ grains, a byproduct

widely used in animal feed. The

state’s Second Congressional Dis-

trict includes soybean oil facilities

in Cherryvale and Emporia.

“The economy in farm coun-

try is challenging,” Schmidt

said. “So, this good news is

particularly welcome. I’ll keep

fighting to open markets and

to support Kansas farmers,

ranchers, and our rural

economy.”

In Kentucky, Congressman

Andy Barr said the

agreement’s tariff provisions

for US spirits could be a turn-

ing point for the state’s signa-

ture bourbon industry. Barr is

co-chair of the Congressional

Bourbon Caucus and vice-

chair of the Congressional In-

dia Caucus.

FSSAI bans sale of 'FOLINEURO' syrup,
'Neuherbs TRUE VITAMIN' over misleading claims

T
he Food Safety and Standards Authority of

India (FSSAI) on Thursday said it has taken

strict enforcement action against multiple food

business operators (FBOs) for misleading claims,

non-compliant labelling, food safety violations and

serious hygiene lapses to safeguard consumer inter-

ests.  In a post on social media platform X, the food

regulator said the action includes prohibition orders,

licence suspension and prohibition of sale against err-

ing businesses. Among the key actions, FSSAI issued

a prohibition order against Vatave Health Care over

the manufacture, storage, distribution and sale of its

'FOLINEURO Syrup - Folinic Acid Syrup'.

According to the regulator, the product name

'FOLINEURO' along with a brain image on the front

of the pack created a misleading impression that the

product was intended to support or improve brain and

neurological functions. FSSAI also found that the

product was classified as a 'Nutritional Food Supple-

ment', a category that does not exist under the Food

Safety and Standards (Health Supplements and

Nutraceuticals) Regulations, 2016. Based on the com-

plaint, product label, licence details and available

records, the regulator said the product prima facie failed

to comply with provisions of the Food Safety and Stan-

dards Act, 2006.  In addition, it has prohibited the manu-

facture, processing, packaging, storage, transportation,

distribution, marketing and sale of the product with im-

mediate effect, warning that any violation would attract

strict legal and penal action. In a separate action, FSSAI

prohibited the sale of 'Neuherbs TRUE VITAMIN',

marketed by Global Healthfit Retail India Private Lim-

ited, over the use of the trade name 'TRUE VITAMIN',

which it described as misleading and not recognised

under existing regulations. The regulator said the brand-

ing violated provisions of the Food Safety and Stan-

dards (Advertising and Claims) Regulations, 2018,

and the Food Safety and Standards (Labelling and

Display) Regulations, 2020, as it could mislead con-

sumers. Additionally, FSSAI directed the company

to immediately stop the sale of the product, remove

the misleading claims from product labels and ad-

vertisements, and submit an Action Taken Report within

30 days, failing which further regulatory action would

be initiated.

Gujarat: Ahmedabad completes over 21,000 affordable homes under PMAY
Ahmedabad, Aug 4 : The

Ahmedabad Municipal Corpora-

tion (AMC) has completed and

allotted more than 21,000 afford-

able homes to economically

weaker families and has submit-

ted proposals for nearly 24,000

additional housing units under

the second phase of the Pradhan

Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY), as

the civic body scales up its ef-

forts to address urban housing

demand in Gujarat’s largest city.

According to details released by

AMC on Tuesday, a total of

21,056 houses have been com-

pleted and allotted under the

Economically Weaker Section

(EWS-I) category of PMAY 1.0,

while construction of another

10,431 units is currently in

progress. The EWS-I homes,

built with a carpet area of 28

square metres, comprise a bed-

room, hall, kitchen, toilet-bath-

room, and wash area. The

projects have been equipped with

facilities including parking, stain-

less steel sinks with Kota stone

kitchen platforms, aluminium

glass windows, round-the-clock

water supply, centralised drainage

systems, common plots, solar pan-

els, fire-fighting systems, perco-

lation wells, lifts, and PNG gas

connections. AMC said the ben-

eficiary contribution for these

homes has been fixed at Rs 3.30

lakh. Under the EWS-II category,

the corporation has completed

1,217 housing units with a carpet

area of 38 square metres.

The civic body has also under-

taken large-scale housing develop-

ment under the In-Situ Slum Re-

habilitation and Redevelopment

Scheme (ISSR)-2013.

AMC said 9,662 houses with a

carpet area of 30 square metres

have been completed, while work

on another 16,744 units is under

way. The houses include one bed-

room, hall, kitchen, toilet-bath-

room, courtyard and open park-

ing space.

Amenities provided under the

scheme include vitrified tile

flooring, Kota stone kitchen plat-

forms, earthquake-resistant con-

struction, glass windows with

MS grills, wooden flush doors,

standard fittings, water and

drainage networks, mini sewage

treatment plants, RCC roads,

paver block paving, lifts, and

PNG gas connections.

Under the Beneficiary-Led Con-

struction (BLC) component of

PMAY, 274 beneficiaries have

received housing assistance.

AMC also reported that 2,501

homes have been included under

the LIG 2BHK category with a

carpet area of 48 square metres.

 Separately, under the Urban

Housing Scheme-2016 and the

Public Housing Redevelopment

Policy.

Lucknow auto driver
accused of assaulting
exam-bound girls injured in
police encounter
Lucknow, Aug 4 : An auto-

rickshaw driver, accused of

harassing and assaulting

two young women who

were travelling to appear

for an examination in Uttar

Pradesh’s Lucknow, was

injured in a police encoun-

ter during the intervening

night of Monday and

Wednesday, officials said.

According to police, the

incident took place in

Lucknow’s Para area on

Tuesday when the two girls,

who had arrived from

Charbagh and were on their

way to take an examination

in Raebareli, allegedly be-

came victims of the accused

auto driver’s actions.

Providing details of the

case, Deputy Commis-

sioner of Police (West)

Kamlesh Dixit said the two

students had begun their

journey from their home

district and were heading

towards the examination

centre when the incident

occurred.“Two girls from

the district were going to

appear for an examination

in Raebareli. They boarded

a train from Charbagh and

then took an auto-rickshaw.

US Democrats push
votes to end 'illegal war'

Washington, Aug 4 : Senate

Democrats escalated pressure

on President Donald Trump

over the conflict with Iran, an-

nouncing plans to force re-

peated votes to end what they

called an “illegal war of

choice”, as Republicans de-

fended the administration’s

strategy and actions.

Senate Minority Leader

Charles Schumer said Demo-

crats would “force that choice

week after week after week”,

accusing Republicans of creat-

ing “chaos abroad”.
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Europe eyes NATO
fallback plan amid US doubts
Washington, Aug 4  : Amidst

growing concerns over Donald

Trump’s stance on the alliance

and tensions linked to the Iran

war, Europe is drawing up a

contingency plan to defend the

continent using NATO’s exist-

ing military structures if the

United States reduces its role,

a media report said.

Officials are working on pro-

posals some have referred to

as a “European NATO”, seek-

ing to place more Europeans

in the alliance’s command-

and-control roles and supple-

ment US military assets with

their own, according to a re-

port by The Wall Street Jour-

nal.

The discussions are advanc-

ing informally within NATO

circles. Participants say the

effort is not meant to replace

the alliance.

Instead, it is aimed at preserv-

ing deterrence against Russia,

maintaining operational conti-

nuity and sustaining nuclear

credibility if Washington pulls

back forces or support. The

plan has gained traction

after securing backing

from Germany, long a

sceptic of a Europe-led de-

fence model. A shift in Ber-

lin under Chancellor

Friedrich Merz reflects

growing concern about US

dependability.

The push comes amid

mounting unease over

Trump’s rhetoric on

NATO. He has criticised

European allies, calling

them “cowards” and de-

scribing the alliance as a

“paper tiger”.

He has also threatened to

withdraw support if allies

do not align with US pri-

orities, including on Iran.
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WFP secures $118 million
to help displaced families in Africa
Nairobi, Aug 4 : The United

Nations World Food

Programme (WFP) said on

Tuesday that it has secured

$118 million to provide life-

saving assistance to over 1 mil-

lion displaced people in

Burundi, Djibouti, Kenya, the

Republic of the Congo,

Rwanda, Tanzania, and

Uganda.  Laurent Bukera, the

WFP's regional director for

eastern Africa, said the number

of displaced people in the re-

gion has doubled over the past

four years to 26.5 million in

2024, up from 13.2 million in

2020.  People who have lost their

homes and livelihoods represent

a significant portion of those the

WFP aims to reach across eastern

Africa, reports Xinhua news

agency, quoting Laurent Bukera.

"This funding is critical to ensure

we can maintain support for these

vulnerable displaced people,

many of whom rely almost en-

tirely on humanitarian assistance

to survive," Bukera said in a state-

ment issued in Nairobi, the capi-

tal of Kenya.  The food

programme organisation said the

increased displacement is largely

due to conflict, with the war in

Sudan forcing record numbers

of people from their homes, as

well as extreme weather events

such as the 2020-2023 Horn of

Africa drought. According to the

WFP data, the growth in the

number of displaced people in

recent years has not

been matched by a

growth in resources,

forcing the WFP to

make difficult deci-

sions about who re-

ceives food assis-

tance and how

much.

Gen Z leads anti-crime march

in Mexico; hundreds injured, several arrested
Mexico City, Aug 4 : Thou-

sands of people took to the

streets of Mexico City to pro-

test rising crime, corruption and

impunity in a demonstration

organised by members of Gen

Z, which ultimately drew substan-

tial support from older backers of

opposition parties.   The protest,

however, ended in violence, leav-

ing scores injured and dozens de-

tained. According to the Secretary

of Citizen Security of the capital

(SSC), Pablo Vazquez Camacho,

a total of 100 police officers were

injured during Tuesday’s march,

with 40 of them requiring

hospitalisation.

Of those hospitalised, 36 sustained

contusions, while the remaining

four are being treated for trauma

and other injuries. Reports from

the leading local media outlet, El

Universal, also noted that 20 ci-

vilians were hurt amid the clashes.

Authorities confirmed that 20

people were arrested and brought

before a Public Prosecutor, while

another 20 were detained for ad-

ministrative offences and pre-

sented before a Civic Judge. Ad-

dressing the media after the Gen

Z march, Vazquez Camacho said

he condemned the violence that

erupted. "We condemn the violent

events that occurred

during the march and

we denounce the ex-

istence of these

organised groups,

which often validate,

endorse, and support

these acts from a dis-

tance," he said. The

protest drew partici-

pation from a wide

range of age groups,

including supporters

of the recently slain

Michoacan Mayor

Carlos Manzo, who

attended wearing the

straw hats

symbolising his po-

litical movement.

Manzo was fatally

shot on November 1

in Uruapan.

Indian-American doctor
runs as independent for US Congress
Washington, Aug 4 : Indian-American

urologist Dr Anil Kumar has launched

an independent bid for the US House of

Representatives from Michigan’s 11th

Congressional District, citing healthcare

failures, education concerns, and what

he described as political marginalization

of Indian Americans within the two-

party system.  “I’m running for US Con-

gress from the 11th Michigan District,”

Kumar told IANS in an exclusive inter-

view, noting that the seat is open after

Democratic Representative Haley

Stevens decided to run for the US Sen-

ate. The district covers about 750,000

people, with roughly 200,000 voters

typically casting ballots. , he said. Open

seats offer rare opportunities for new-

comers, Kumar added. A practicing urolo-

gist, Kumar said he decided to pursue

public office more than a decade ago af-

ter witnessing what he described as a

steady decline in American healthcare out-

comes despite massive spending.

“We spent about $4.3 trillion, but our care

is not as good as the best in the world,” he

said. “Patients started telling me, ‘Dr

Kumar, I don’t have that much money to

buy those pills.’” He said education was

the second major factor that

pushed him toward politics.

Kumar currently serves as an

elected member of the Board of

Governors at Wayne State Uni-

versity, a statewide post for

which he said 1.2 million people

voted. “Thirty percent of rural

and urban American students

cannot speak English or do math

to the level of their education,”

he said. Kumar, who previously

ran for Congress three times as

a Democrat, said his decision to

run as an independent reflects

frustration with party control

over candidates.“Both the par-

ties that we support are actually

looking for our support, but they

do not like to see us in the lead-

ership roles,” he said.

He argued that party-backed can-

didates are constrained by party

policy once elected. “My pur-

pose of getting into Congress is

not to be a Congress person, but

to really be able to make a

change,” he said, pointing

again to healthcare, education.

Nepali PM urges calm as
communal violence spreads across southern districts

Kathmandu, Aug 4 :  Nepal's Prime

Minister Balen Shah on Tuesday ap-

pealed for calm following deadly vio-

lence in several districts of the south-

eastern Madhesh Province, triggered by

communal clashes between Hindu and

Muslim communities that began in

Sunsari district on Sunday.

In a televised address to the nation, Shah

said the government was treating the

situation with the utmost seriousness and

expressed condolences over the deaths

of three people—Jay Prakash Mehta,

Om Prakash Mehta, and Ganesh

Yadav—during the clashes with police.

Prime Minister Shah assured the public

that those responsible for the recent in-

cidents in Sunsari, Siraha, and other af-

fected districts would face legal action

following a fair and transparent investi-

gation. "I want to assure everyone that

the investigation will be conducted in a

completely fair and transparent manner,"

the prime minister said. "The govern-

ment is committed to bringing all those

responsible, whoever they may be,

within the ambit of the law."

He said the Ministry of Home Affairs

had already formed an investigation

committee to probe the incidents and in-

structed health authorities to ensure

prompt treatment for those injured.

Calling on the public to act responsibly,

Prime Minister Shah urged people not

to spread rumours, unverified informa-

tion, or content that could in-

cite communal hostility through

social media or other platforms.

Shah's address came amid

mounting criticism over his

government's alleged inaction

as communal violence spread

across several Tarai districts.

Opposition leaders accused him

of failing to provide national

leadership during the crisis.

They also criticised his decision

not to convene an all-party

meeting and pointed to the ab-

sence of both the prime minis-

ter and the home minister from

an all-party meeting called on

Wednesday by ruling Rastriya

Swatantra Party President Rabi

Lamichhane. Critics further

faulted Shah for not briefing

President Ram Chandra Poudel

on the deteriorating security

situation and the government's

response. Prime Minister Shah

met President Poudel on Thurs-

day. Several districts in

Madhesh Province remained

tense on Thursday as protests

triggered by the violence in the

Kaptanganj area of Sunsari

spread across the region.

Clashes broke out between po-

lice and demonstrators in sev-

eral locations.

Global leaders urged to boost
trust with transparent public spending
Washington, Aug 4 : Govern-

ments across the world must

prioritise efficient, targeted and

transparent spending to sustain

public trust and economic sta-

bility, policymakers and ex-

perts said, highlighting lessons

from recent fiscal crises and

reform efforts across countries.

At a high-level panel discus-

sion, officials from the Interna-

tional Monetary Fund and fi-

nance leaders from Ecuador

and Ethiopia underscored that

“spending well is probably one

of the cornerstones of the so-

cial pact in countries,” noting

that taxpayers expect account-

ability in how public money is

used. Michael Faulkender, former acting com-

missioner of the US Internal Revenue Service,

during the discussion pointed to structural

weaknesses in government systems exposed

during the pandemic. “Government does not

engage in technological innovation… many of

our basic government systems are still built on

1960s and 70s software,” he said, stressing the

need to adopt private-sector efficiencies.

He added that crisis spending must remain dis-

ciplined. “We needed to do so in a way that

targeted the benefits towards those that were

essentially in need… not use it as an excuse to

enact reforms that people had been looking for

any excuse in order to implement.”

Ecuador’s Finance Minister Saria Moya de-

scribed politically difficult subsidy reforms,

saying leadership and communication were de-

cisive. “We were able to understand the real

needs of our citizenship and… design poli-

cies to reallocate resources that were not used

properly,” she said.

She noted that immediate rollout of compen-

satory programmes helped build trust. “If we

were saying, we are reallocating these re-

sources… the implementation of those pro-

grams was immediate.”

Pakistan using lethal force against
civilians in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa : Report
Islamabad, Aug 4 : Pakistani forces, while conducting

counter-terrorism campaigns in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa prov-

ince, have many times been accused of using lethal force in

ways that have repeatedly killed several innocent civilians,

including women and children, a report has revealed.  "In-

ternational human-rights organizations and independent

reporting point to airstrikes, drone attacks and ground op-

erations that blur the line between lawful targetting of armed

groups and unlawful, or at least reckless, attacks on civil-

ians, especially in tribal districts such as North Waziristan

and Khyber. The result is a climate in which Pashtun com-

munities feel simultaneously trapped between militant vio-

lence and state firepower, while accountability for civilian

deaths remains virtually absent," a report in Greece-based

Directus mentioned.

824 incidents of violence against minorities
across Bangladesh in first six months: Rights body
Dhaka, Aug 4 : As attacks on

minority communities continue

unabated in Bangladesh, a lead-

ing minority rights organisation

on Tuesday documented 824 in-

cidents of human-rights viola-

tions targeting religious and eth-

nic minority communities across

63 of the country’s 64 districts

during the first half of this year.

In its latest report titled ‘The Per-

secution Continues: Minority

Communities Under Sustained

Attack in Bangladesh’, the Hu-

man Rights Congress for

Bangladesh Minorities

(HRCBM) said that the 824 in-

cidents recorded between Janu-

ary and June include murders

and mysterious deaths,

kidnappings and physical as-

saults, rape and other forms of

sexual violence, attacks on

temples and religious institu-

tions, land grabbing, arson, loot-

ing, attacks on minority-owned

property, and blasphemy-re-

lated persecution.

"The geographic breadth, fre-

quency, and recurring nature of

these incidents demonstrate that

the insecurity facing

Bangladesh’s minority commu-

nities cannot reasonably be

characterised as a collection of

isolated local disputes or ordi-

nary criminal acts. Similar pat-

terns of violence and intimida-

tion have been documented

across rural and urban areas

alike.



Shillong, Aug 4 : Meghalaya

Chief Minister Conrad K.

Sangma on Tuesday chaired a se-

ries of high-level review meet-

ings with multiple departments

to assess ongoing development

initiatives, with a strong focus on

urban infrastructure, mobility,

and sustainable growth in

Shillong, officials said.?

The meetings, held at the State

Guest House in Taraghar, were

attended by Deputy Chief Min-

ister Sniawbhalang Dhar, Sports

and Youth Affairs Minister

Wailadmiki Shylla, Chief Secre-

tary Shakil P. Ahammed, Tour-

ism Commissioner and Secretary

Vijay Kumar D., along with se-

nior officials. Urban redevelop-

ment emerged as a key priority,

with the Chief Minister stressing

Meghalaya CM reviews
urban development, mobility, eco-tourism

that projects must maximise pub-

lic value, boost economic activity,

and ensure long-term

sustainability. He called for inno-

vative models, including public-

private partnerships, and directed

departments to evaluate conces-

sion options carefully before de-

ploying public funds. He also un-

derscored the importance of effi-

cient land use, advocating for

transforming prime urban spaces

into vibrant commercial and pub-

lic hubs. Connectivity and mobil-

ity were highlighted as critical

enablers. Sangma reviewed the

functioning of the Meghalaya

Transport Corporation,

emphasising improved last-mile

connectivity and suggesting initial

support measures to encourage

public transport usage.

Chennai, Aug 4 : Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) National Women’s Wing

president and former Coimbatore

South MLA Vanathi Srinivasan on

Tuesday strongly condemned the ar-

rest of YouTuber Maridhas, accus-

ing the Tamil Nadu government of

the Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam

(TVK) of attempting to silence criti-

cism and suppress democratic dis-

sent.

Maridhas was arrested by police at

his residence in Madurai following

complaints over a series of videos

he had posted targeting Chief Min-

ister C. Joseph Vijay, several TVK

ministers, and ruling party MLAs.

Members of the ruling party alleged

that the YouTuber used artificial in-

telligence (AI)-generated content

and made defamatory remarks

against government leaders through

TN: BJP condemns arrest
of YouTuber Maridhas,
alleges attack on free speech

Guwahati, Aug 4 :  Assam Edu-

cation Minister Ranoj Pegu said

on Tuesday that the decision on

reopening schools after the sum-

mer vacation on August 1 in

flood-affected districts will be

taken by the respective district

administrations based on the

prevailing ground situation.

Speaking to reporters, Pegu

added that the Education De-

partment has already held con-

sultations with Deputy Com-

missioners (DCs) of all dis-

tricts and sought reports on the

condition of educational insti-

tutions following the recent

floods that severely affected

several districts of Upper

Assam.

"The Deputy Commissioners

Schools reopening in flood-hit Assam
to be decided by district administrations: Education Minister

will take the decision according

to the prevailing situation in

their respective districts. The

Education Department has al-

ready discussed the matter with

them," the Minister said.

He added that preliminary re-

ports indicate that, except for a

limited number of schools, most

educational institutions, includ-

ing colleges, are currently not in

a position to resume academic

activities.

However, the final decision will

rest with the district administra-

tions after assessing local con-

ditions.

"Initial reports suggest that bar-

ring a few schools, the majority

of schools and even colleges are

not in a position to restart

classes. Nevertheless, I have left

the matter to the district level for

an appropriate decision," Pegu

said.

The Minister stressed that the is-

sue falls under the jurisdiction

of district administrations as it

concerns the management of a

natural disaster.

"This is a decision-making mat-

ter related to a natural calamity.

In such situations, the highest

authority to take decisions rests

with the district administration.

Therefore, the

Deputy Commis-

sioners will decide

whether schools can

reopen in their dis-

tricts," he added.

Assam is scheduled

to reopen schools af-

ter the summer vaca-

tion on August 1.

However, wide-

spread flooding over

the past few weeks

has disrupted normal

life in several Upper

Assam districts,

damaging public in-

frastructure, includ-

ing educational insti-

tutions, and affecting

thousands of fami-

lies.

The state govern-

ment has been re-

viewing the flood

situation and coordi-

nating relief and res-

toration efforts,

while district admin-

istrations continue to

assess the safety and

readiness of schools

before allowing

regular classes to re-

sume.

New Delhi, Aug 4 :  Sikkim’s

lone Lok Sabha MP, Indra

Hang Subba, on Tuesday met

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

at Parliament House and sub-

mitted a memorandum seeking

the Centre’s intervention on a

series of long-pending devel-

opmental, constitutional, and

strategic issues concerning the

Himalayan state. During the

meeting, Subba conveyed

greetings and gratitude to the

Prime Minister on behalf of the

people of Sikkim and Chief

Minister Prem Singh Tamang

(Golay), thanking the NDA

Sikkim MP meets PM Modi,
seeks center’s intervention on key issues

government for its continued

support to the state’s devel-

opment. Prime Minister

Narendra Modi also enquired

about the recent tunnel mishap

in Sikkim. Briefing him on the

situation, the MP informed the

Prime Minister about the state

government’s response to the

incident.
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Tripura expands rural markets; Minister says farmers are India’s strengthTripura expands rural markets; Minister says farmers are India’s strengthTripura expands rural markets; Minister says farmers are India’s strengthTripura expands rural markets; Minister says farmers are India’s strengthTripura expands rural markets; Minister says farmers are India’s strength
Agartala, Aug 4 :

Emphasising the crucial role

of agriculture in India’s

growth, Tripura Agriculture and

Farmers’ Welfare Minister Ratan

Lal Nath on Tuesday said no devel-

opment would be possible if farm-

ers stopped producing food and ag-

ricultural commodities, asserting

that they remain the backbone of

the nation’s economy. He made

the remarks while laying the foun-

dation stone of a modern rural ag-

ricultural market.

20 projects in protected areas given
green nod since 2024: MoS Kirti Vardhan Singh
New Delhi, Aug 4 :  During

the financial years 2024–25

and 2025–26, environment

clearance was granted to 20

infrastructure projects/activi-

ties, wholly or partly, in a Pro-

tected Area or Eco-Sensitive

Zone (ESZ)/Eco-Sensitive

Area (ESA), the Centre told

the Rajya Sabha. Minister of

State for Environment, Forest

and Climate Change

Kirti Vardhan Singh,

in reply to a query, said

on Tuesday that the ex-

isting provisions pre-

scribe project-specific

environmental safe-

guards as part of the

environmental clear-

ance conditions to

avoid.

Hyderabad, Aug.4 (NSS): In a major push to

decentralise tertiary healthcare in Telangana,

Health Minister Damodar Rajanarsimha an-

nounced that the State’s second-largest govern-

ment cancer hospital after the MNJ Institute of

Oncology in Hyderabad will be established in

Warangal. The proposed Warangal Regional

Cancer Hospital will provide advanced oncol-

ogy diagnostics and specialised treatment facili-

ties to patients across the erstwhile Warangal dis-

trict and the broader northern Telangana region,

significantly reducing their reliance on

Hyderabad-based hospitals.

Speaking at a review meeting at the Secretariat

on Tuesday, Rajanarsimha also confirmed that

the state-of-the-art Warangal Super Specialty

Hospital currently under construction will be-

come fully operational by the end of this year.

The joint review, conducted alongside Minister

for Environment, Forests, and Endowments

Konda Surekha and MLAs of the erstwhile

Warangal district, evaluated medical service de-

livery, staff strength, and facility readiness across

Warangal, Hanamkonda, and Jangaon districts.

Telangana’s 2nd largest cancer
hospital coming up in Warangal: Rajanarsimha



New Delhi, Aug 4 :  Apple

CEO Tim Cook said that the

company saw June-quarter

revenue records in every geo-

graphic segment, including

India, and results came de-

spite “very significant con-

straints” in the supply chain

and forex headwinds.

Apple Company posted

Apple delivers another
record revenue quarter in India: Tim Cook

quarterly revenue of $109.4

billion, up 16 per cent year

over year. Company gross

margin was 50.1 per cent, in-

cluding a favourable impact

of approximately 2 percent-

age points from tariff re-

funds.  Diluted earnings per

share was $2.02, up 29 per

cent year over year.

Union Bank Of India's Board
approves debt issuance of nearly Rs 19,000 crore
New Delhi, Aug 4: Union Bank of India’s board of di-

rectors on Tuesday approved raising up to $2 billion or

nearly Rs 19,145.93 crore in foreign currency funds,

according to an exchange filing.  The proposed fundraise

will be executed through the Medium Term Note

Programme in tranche(s) by issuing of debt instruments

via the bank’s Dubai and/or Sydney branches, the state-

owned lender said. The move follows an earlier approval

of Rs 8,000 crore capital raising in May through a mix

of equity and debt to strengthen the lender’s capital base.

In a regulatory filing, the

bank said its board had

cleared a proposal to raise up

to Rs 3,000 crore through

equity issuance in one or

more tranches. The board

also approved raising up to

Rs 5,000 crore through Basel

III-compliant Additional

Tier-I and Tier-II bonds.
New Delhi, Aug 4 :  Tata Steel on

Tuesday reported a 20.8 per cent

sequential decline in consolidated

net profit for the quarter ended June

30, 2026 (Q1 FY27), as a one-time

loss weighed on its bottom line, al-

though the company's revenue and

operating performance remained

relatively resilient.

The steelmaker posted a consoli-

dated net profit of Rs 2,318 crore

Tata Steel Q1 profit falls 21 pc
sequentially to Rs 2,318 crore
on one-time loss; revenue slips 4 pc
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E20 ethanol
blending is the way
forward, aligns with global
clean energy goals: Expert
Bengaluru, Aug 4 :

India's E20 ethanol

blending programme

represents a significant

step towards cleaner

energy, energy security

and sustainable devel-

opment, and is well

aligned with global cli-

mate goals, Sanjay

Kumar Kar, Professor

of Management and

former Head of the

Department of Man-

agement Studies and

former Dean of Fac-

ulty Affairs at the

Rajiv Gandhi Institute

of Petroleum Technol-

ogy, said on Tuesday.

Speaking to IANS on

India's Ethanol Blend-

ing Programme.

Vedanta Q1 profit
falls 18 pc
sequentially; board
approves property
business demerger
Mumbai, Aug 4 :

Vedanta Limited on

Tuesday reported an

18 per cent sequential

decline in consolidated

net profit to Rs 5,473

crore for the quarter

ended June 30 (Q1

FY27), as higher input

costs weighed on earn-

ings despite strong per-

formance across its

zinc, copper and silver

businesses.

The company had

posted a net profit of

Rs 6,698 crore in the

January-March quar-

ter, according to its

stock exchange filing.

Revenue from opera-

tions also slipped mar-

ginally by 1 per cent on

a sequential basis to Rs

23,456 crore from Rs

23,731 crore in the

preceding quarter. The

mining and metals ma-

jor, however.
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‘Showing up every single day kept me going’:
Elavenil opens up on resilience, recovery and the road ahead
New Delhi, Aug 4 : Former

World No. 1 and one of India's

most accomplished air rifle

shooters, Elavenil Valarivan,

reflected on her remarkable

journey from discovering

shooting by chance to overcom-

ing career-threatening injuries.

The 26-year old, who recently

participated in the 2026 ISSF

World Cup, Hangzhou, credited

consistency, family support and

an unwavering love for the

sport as she continues her pur-

suit of excellence on the interna-

tional stage.

A key member of the Indian shoot-

ing contingent, Elavenil has rep-

resented the country at the Tokyo

2020 Olympic Games and has es-

tablished herself among the

world's best in the women's 10m

Air Rifle event. Her illustrious

career includes gold medals at the

ISSF World Cup, ISSF World Cup

Final, ISSF Junior World Cup and

multiple Asian Shooting Champi-

onships, making her one of India's

most decorated rifle shooters.

Reflecting on where it all began,

Elavenil shared that shooting was

never part of her family's back-

ground, but her parents always

encouraged her to pursue sport

from an early age.

"It was because of my family that

I started shooting. We did not have

any athletes in the family, but we

were always pro-sports. I had tried

athletics, judo, badminton, hand-

ball, kabaddi and many other

sports before shooting happened

almost by coincidence. Looking

back, I never realised when it

transformed from something I

enjoyed into a professional ca-

reer." Having risen to the pin-

nacle of world shooting,

Elavenil also recalled the soci-

etal stereotypes she encountered

as a young girl pursuing the

sport, “I do remember being

asked, 'Why is a girl roaming

around with guns in her hand?'

But for me, what mattered was

what my parents thought and

what I believed about myself

and my sport. Criticism will

always exist, but I never al-

lowed it to define my jour-

ney.” The 26-year-old re-

vealed that some of her big-

gest battles came away from

competition, particularly dur-

ing prolonged spells of injury

that tested her physically and

mentally.  “In 2017, I devel-

oped a serious knee issue and

there was a time when I

couldn't even stand through

five shots without taking a

break. Later, in 2022, I suf-

fered a back injury with disc

bulges in my cervical and

lumbar spine.

'Africa deserves a World Cup again':
Graeme Smith hails CWC 2027 return to the continent
Johannesburg, Aug 4 :

Former South Africa captain

and ICC Hall of Famer

Graeme Smith believes the

return of the ICC Men's

Cricket World Cup to Africa

after more than two decades

represents a significant mile-

stone for the game, saying the

continent 'deserves' to host

another global event.

South Africa last co-hosted

the Men's Cricket World Cup

in 2003 alongside Zimbabwe

and Kenya. The 2027 edition will

be jointly hosted by South Africa,

Zimbabwe and Namibia, with the

venues and tournament brand un-

veiled during a star-studded cer-

emony in Johannesburg.

"It's been a long time coming since

Africa or South Africa hosted a

men's world cricket event again. I

think the vibrancy of these three

nations, the quality of players, the

fan base certainly deserve a world

event in the game, so it's great to

have it back," Smith told ICC.

The 2027 tournament will be

played across 12 venues, in-

cluding eight in South Africa,

three in Zimbabwe and the

Namibia Cricket Ground in

Windhoek. It will be only the

third Men's Cricket World Cup

to be staged across three host

nations after the 1996 and 2003

editions. Smith also high-

lighted the enduring signifi-

cance of the Cricket World Cup

despite the changing landscape

of the sport.

ICC Rankings: Athapaththu, Dulani gain
big after Sri Lanka's series win over Pakistan
Dubai, Aug 4 : Sri Lanka captain

Chamari Athapaththu has climbed to a

career-best sixth position in the latest

ICC Women's T20I Batting Rankings

after playing a key role in her side's T20I

series victory over Pakistan.

Athapaththu scored 39 in the opening

match before following it up with 40 in

the series-clinching second T20I, earn-

ing a one-place rise to sixth and achiev-

ing a new career-high rating.

Australia opener Beth Mooney contin-

ues to top the ICC Women's T20I Bat-

ting Rankings following her Player of

the Tournament-winning performances

at the recently concluded ICC Women's

T20 World Cup.

Athapaththu's teammate Imesha Dulani

was another major gainer after smash-

ing an unbeaten 101 in the opening T20I

against Pakistan. The maiden T20I cen-

tury helped Dulani jump 33 places to a

career-best 23rd in the batting rankings.

Pakistan also had reasons to celebrate

despite the series defeat, with Muneeba

Ali moving up four places to a career-

best 30th, while Shawaal Zulfiqar surged

from outside the top 100 to 52nd after

scores of 63 and 48 in the first two

matches.

'We're laser-focused
on 50-over cricket': Wilson eyes
World Cup return for Ireland
Magheramason, Aug 4 : Just one week

into his appointment as head coach of

Ireland, Gary Wilson has made it clear

what his ambitions are, namely secur-

ing qualification for the 2027 ICC Men's

Cricket World Cup.

The player who previously served as

Ireland's wicketkeeper-batter and took

over as head coach from Heinrich Malan

in June hopes that his team will earn a

spot in the 14-team tournament which

will be co-hosted by South Africa, Zim-

babwe and Namibia.

Ireland have taken part in the men's 50-

over World Cup on only three occasions,

Wilson being present at their two most

recent appearances in 2011 and 2015.

This week Ireland's campaign to qualify

gets under way as they take on Afghani-

stan in a five-match ODI series which

starts on Wednesday—this being their

first 50-over internationals in over a year.

The series will provide important prepa-

ration for the ICC Men's Cricket World

Cup Qualifier.

Williams sisters headline
Cincinnati Open doubles wild cards
Cincinnati, Aug 4 : Serena Williams and Venus Williams have been

awarded a doubles wild card for the Cincinnati Open, which runs from

August 13 to 23.  This will mark their first match together since the

2022 US Open.

As a doubles team, the Williams sisters have won 14 Major titles and

three Olympic gold medals. They last took the court for a doubles match

together at the 2022 US Open and will be playing the Cincinnati Open

for the first time as a team.

Neeraj Chopra to compete in
Lausanne Diamond League after CWG silver
New Delhi, Aug 4  : After his silver-winning show at

the recently concluded Commonwealth Games in

Glasgow, two-time Olympic medallist Neeraj Chopra

is set to participate in the Lausanne Diamond League,

also known as Athletissima, on August 21.

Neeraj will be competing in a stacked field similar

to the Commonwealth Games 2026 along with Euro-

pean stars. The five javelin su-

perstars who have claimed the

last four Olympic and World

Championship titles will all be

at Athletissima on August 21 for

a competition of exceptional

quality.

Vintage Monfils advancesVintage Monfils advancesVintage Monfils advancesVintage Monfils advancesVintage Monfils advances
to second round into second round into second round into second round into second round in
Montreal; Navone ousts BerrettiniMontreal; Navone ousts BerrettiniMontreal; Navone ousts BerrettiniMontreal; Navone ousts BerrettiniMontreal; Navone ousts Berrettini
Montreal, Aug 4  : Gael Monfils

made sure to extend his final visit

to Montreal as a tennis pro thanks

to a 6-4, 6-4 victory over Poland’s

Kamil Majchrzak to reach round

two of the Canadian Open, earn-

ing his first tour-level win since

Monte-Carlo in April.

Making his 15th and final appear-

ance at the Canadian ATP Masters

1000, Monfils became the second-

oldest man to win a match at the

event. He turns 40 on September

1. Only John McEnroe and Mikhail

Youzhny (both 16) have competed

at the event more than the fan-

favourite Frenchman. Just the

ninth man to record 25 wins at the

event in the Open Era (25-13),

Monfils has recorded 146 wins

overall at the ATP Masters 1000 level —

the most victories by any man without a

Masters 1000 title. The Montreal wild card

thrilled the crowd throughout the match, in-

cluding in the final game when he flirted with

both sidelines on a crucial drop shot-passing

shot combo. Monfils served out the match on

his second attempt and leaned on strong serv-

ing in both sets, posting an 84 per cent win

rate (26/31) on first serve, according to ATP

Stats. “Thank you for this atmosphere, thank

you for being here, thank you from the bot-

tom heart, you’re incredible!” Monfils said,

while addressing the fans during his on-court

interview who stayed until midnight to watch

him seal the win.
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