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Gold posts 1.16 pc
weekly dip amid firmer dollar
Gold prices dipped 1.16 per cent

on a weekly basis as higher US

Treasury yields and a firmer dol-

lar capped safe-haven demand. On

Thursday, MCX gold August fu-

tures gained...

'Jadeja’s experience on turning
tracks will be vital in Sri Lanka': Deep Dasgupta
Former India wicketkeeper-batter

Deep Dasgupta believes senior

left-arm spin bowling all-rounder

Ravindra Jadeja’s vast experience

of bowling on spin-friendly tracks

will be crucial...

Two minutes are enough
for me to control Jagan and Co : CM Chandrababu
Amaravati, Aug 6 : A Cabinet meeting

chaired by Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister

Nara Chandrababu Naidu was held on

Thursday at the State Secretariat. During the

meeting, the Chief Minister provided guid-

ance to the ministers on several key issues.

He discussed these matters for three and a

half hours and directed ministers and alli-

ance leaders to be prepared for the local body

elections. CM Chandrababu stated that it

would take him only two minutes to rein in

the lawlessness perpetrated by Jagan and his

associates, but ex-

pressed anger that

they are committing

crimes under the

guise of politics. He

noted that everyone

is observing the up-

roar being raised over

the DSC issue and

mentioned that the

facts regarding the

DSC have already

been explained to the public. He also criti-

cized YCP leaders for facing rebukes from

the courts. He expressed anger that YCP

leaders were creating a ruckus despite this.

CM Chandrababu questioned why YCP

leaders were staging protests regarding the

DSC now.

AP Cabinet approves
47-storey twin towers in Amaravati
Amaravati, Aug  6: An Andhra Pradesh Cabinet meet-

ing was held under the chairmanship of Chief Minister

Chandrababu Naidu. Minister Parthasarathi briefed the

media on the decisions taken during the meeting. He

stated that the Cabinet gave the

green signal to transfer 19.55

acres of land in Yedula

Musturu to APIIC and ap-

proved the transfer of 13.45

acres in Thimmasamudram to

CUDA.

Jana Sena MP seeks
two additional AIIMS for Andhra Pradesh
Amaravati, Aug 6 : Jana Sena MP,

Lingamaneni Ramesh, has urged the Centre

to sanction two All India Institute of Medi-

cal Sciences (AIIMS)-level institutions for

Andhra Pradesh.

In a letter to Union Health Minister J.P.

Nadda, the Rajya Sabha MP sought his in-

tervention for strengthening tertiary

healthcare infrastructure in the State.

He sought two AIIMS-level institutions, one

each in Rayalaseema and North Coastal

Andhra (Uttarandhra); and expansion of

AIIMS Mangalagiri by establishing addi-

tional super-specialty departments, advanced

research centres and increasing its institu-

tional capacity. The MP wrote

that he was making the request

in view of the healthcare re-

quirements of the reorganised

State of Andhra Pradesh, re-

gional healthcare disparities

and the need to provide equi-

table access to world-class

medical care.

CJP announces 'Kya Bolti Public?'
nationwide campaign; Abhijit Dipke unveils action plan
on education and unemployment
Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar, Aug 6 : Cockroach Janata

Party (CJP) founder Abhijit Dipke on Thursday an-

nounced the party's upcoming strategy, including a na-

tionwide campaign titled 'Kya Bolti Public?' starting this

September to understand public sentiment across

Maharashtra and India.

He was speaking to reporters after the conclusion of two-

day national core committee meeting which took place

following national attention drawn by protests at Jantar

Mantar in Delhi on the National Eligibility-cum-Entrance

Test (NEET) paper leaks.

The primary goal of the initiative is to bring the daily

grievances of students, youth, and ordinary citizens di-

rectly to the attention of the administration.  At the core of this

campaign lies the issue of the nation's deteriorating education

system and skyrocketing school and college fees.  Dipke ex-

pressed his firm resolve to hit the streets to address issues im-

pacting the general public. Launching a sharp attack on the in-

creasing commercialisation and exorbitant costs of education.

BRS, BJP relying on false
propaganda for political gains: TPCC chief
Telangana Pradesh Congress

Committee (TPCC) President

Mahesh Kumar Goud on Thurs-

day accused the BRS and BJP of

running a deliberate misinforma-

tion campaign...

Rape case: Former Tehelka editor
Tarun Tejpal sentenced to 10 years in prison
Mumbai, Aug 6 : Former Tehelka edi-

tor Tarun Tejpal has been sentenced to

ten years in prison. The Goa Bench of

the Bombay High Court delivered a key

verdict in a sexual assault case regis-

tered in 2013. Along with the ten-year

prison term, a fine of 5 lakh was im-

posed. He was ordered to surrender

within two weeks.

Revanth pays tributesRevanth pays tributesRevanth pays tributesRevanth pays tributesRevanth pays tributes
to Jayashankar on birth anniversaryto Jayashankar on birth anniversaryto Jayashankar on birth anniversaryto Jayashankar on birth anniversaryto Jayashankar on birth anniversary
Hyderabad, Aug 6  : Chief Minister

A. Revanth Reddy paid floral tributes

to the portrait of Professor K.

Jayashankar at his residence in Jubi-

lee Hills on Thursday on the occasion

of the latter’s birth anniversary.

"Social justice is our mission": Kavitha
unveils TRS agenda, warns of Delhi stir

Hyderabad, Aug 6 : TRS (Telangana

Rakshana Sena) president Kalvakuntla

Kavitha on Thursday asserted that her party

is committed to building a Telangana rooted

in social justice, describing it as the foun-

dation of a new political movement in the

state.

Addressing the "Social Justice Telangana"

meeting at Saroornagar, Kavitha alleged that

the 42% reservation Bill for Backward

Classes was being delayed and questioned

both the Centre and the state government

over its pending approval. She warned that

the party would launch an agitation in Delhi

after Sankranti if the Bill is not cleared be-

fore the upcoming Budget Session.

Calling social justice a "Dharma Poratam",

Kavitha said she would continue fighting

for the rights of marginalized communities

despite being born into an upper-caste fam-

ily. She also demanded the installation of

Professor Jayashankar's statue at Tank Bund

and urged the Centre to confer the Padma

Bhushan on the Telangana ideologue.

Bhatti-led delegation
explores advanced mining technology in US
Hyderabad, Aug 6  : A high-

level Telangana government

delegation led by Deputy Chief

Minister Bhatti Vikramarka,

along with senior officials from

Singareni Collieries Company

Limited (SCCL) and GMMCO

Ltd., visited the Caterpillar Dem-

onstration & Learning Center

(Proving Ground) in Tucson, Ari-

zona, and the Komatsu Mining Corpo-

ration facility at Longview, near Dallas,

Texas. The visits were part of the

delegation’s ongoing tour of the United

States and focused on gaining insights

into advanced mining technologies,

equipment and operational practices. The

delegation also explored opportunities to

adopt modern and efficient technologies

to strengthen and further modernise min-

ing operations in Telangana. At Tucson,

the delegation reviewed live demonstra-

tions of Caterpillar's latest heavy earth-

moving and mining equipment, including

autonomous and tele-remote operated ma-

chinery, and discussed operator training

and safety systems relevant to opencast

coal mining operations. At the Komatsu

facility in Longview, the delegation in-

spected the manufacturing and assem-

bly of large-scale mining machinery and

held discussions on technology collabo-

ration, equipment supply.

Telangana to roll out
1.05 crore new smart ration cards on Aug 15
Hyderabad, Aug 6  : The Telangana government has

finalised plans to roll out new white ration cards to approxi-

mately 1.05 crore eligible families across the state, beginning

August 15. Civil Supplies Minister N. Uttam Kumar Reddy

on Thursday announced that Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy

will formally launch the initiative in Sangareddy on Indepen-

dence Day. Simultaneously, distribution drives will take place

across all 119 Assembly constituencies. "Every eligible fam-

ily will be provided with a ration card," Uttam Kumar Reddy

assured, noting that officials have been directed to expedite

final beneficiary verifications via e-KYC. As part of the

rollout, beneficiaries will receive high-durabil-

ity, credit-card-sized PVC ration cards. The

waterproof smart cards feature QR codes along-

side updated security measures. To prepare for

the launch, the Civil Supplies department is

closely monitoring the secure transit of printed

cards to district locations.
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Life Insurance Corporation of  India (LIC)
reported a standalone net profit of   13,492 crore for the
quarter ending June 30, 2026 (Q1 FY27)
Mumbai, Aug 6 :  The Board

of Directors of Life Insurance

Corporation of India (“LIC”)

has approved and adopted the

standalone and consolidated fi-

nancial results for the quarter

ending June 30th, 2026. Below

are the key highlights of our

standalone performance. The

Profit after Tax (PAT) for the

quarter ended June 30th, 2026

was ¹ 13,492 crore, compared

to ¹ 10,986 crore for the quar-

ter ended June 30th, 2025 reg-

istering a growth of 22.81%. In

terms of market share mea-

sured by First Year Premium

Income (FYPI) (as per IRDAI),

LIC continues to be the market

leader in Indian life insurance

business with an overall mar-

ket share of 60.10%. For the

quarter ended June 30th, 2026,

LIC held a market share of

38.89% in Individual business

and 70.90% in the Group busi-

ness. The Total Premium In-

come for quarter ended June 30th, 2026 was

¹ 1,27,250 crore as compared to ¹ 1,19,200

crore for the quarter ended June 30th 2025,

registering a growth of 6.75%. The Total In-

dividual Business Premium for the quarter

ended June 30th, 2026 increased to ¹  75,416

crore from ¹ 71,474 crore in the correspond-

ing period of the previous year, showing an

increase of 5.52%. The Group Business to-

tal premium income for the quarter ended

June 30th, 2026 was ¹ 51,834 crore as com-

pared to ¹ 47,726 crore for the quarter ended

June 30th 2025, showing an increase of

8.61%. A total of 31,02,281 policies were

sold in the individual segment during the

quarter ended June 30th, 2026 as compared

to 30,39,709 policies sold during the quarter

ended June 30th 2025 registering an increase

of 2.06%.

The Yield on Investments on policyholder’s

fund excluding unrealized gains was 8.28%

for the quarter ended June 30th, 2026 as

against 8.45% for quarter ended June 30th,

2025.

Shri R Doraiswamy, CEO & MD, LIC said:

– “We are happy to maintain our leadership

in both Individual and Group Business dur-

ing the first quarter of this financial year, despite in-

creasing competitive intensity in the life insurance in-

dustry. Our overall market share by First Year Premium

Income was 60.10% for the first quarter of FY 2026-

27 and this fits in well with our market share strategy.

What gives us even more happiness is that our VNB

has grown by 61% plus and our VNB margin has ex-

panded by 7.5% to 22.90% this year. This is a direct

outcome of our product diversification and distribu-

tion strategy. I want to thank all our customers and our

distributors and employees for their faith and efforts

in these volatile times globally. Just very recently the

Government of India has sold an additional 6.5% of

shares through an OFS which has been well received

by the markets. I want to welcome the new sharehold-

ers through the OFS into the LIC shareholder family

and also thank the existing shareholders who have par-

ticipated in the OFS for their continued faith in LIC.

This year on 1st September 2026 LIC shall complete

70 years of existence and we hope we will bring many

occasions of joy to our customers through innovative

product launches and other initiatives

Andhra Pradesh handicrafts get technological boost with QR code initiative
Amaravati, Aug 6 : Andhra

Pradesh's handicrafts sector

has received a major techno-

logical boost with the launch

of a unique QR code-based

authentication and information

system aimed at enhancing

transparency, promoting arti-

sans, and curbing counterfeit

products.

The initiative, launched by the

Andhra Pradesh Handicrafts De-

velopment Corporation

(Lepakshi), enables buyers to ac-

cess detailed information about

handicraft products through a

simple scan of a QR code attached

to each item. The system was de-

veloped following the suggestion

of Deputy Chief Minister Pawan

Kalyan, who has been advocating

measures to secure greater recog-

nition for the state's rich handicraft

traditions.

According to an official release,

the initiative aligns with Pawan

Kalyan's vision of taking Andhra

Pradesh's handicrafts to a global

audience while ensuring artisans

receive due credit for their cre-

ations. During the recently con-

cluded Andhra Pradesh Handi-

crafts Festival, he had proposed

the introduction of a comprehen-

sive QR code system that would

provide buyers with detailed in-

formation about individual art-

works and the artisans behind

them. Developed within a month

by Lepakshi, the QR code plat-

form is claimed to be the

first such initiative in the

country. The system has

been structured around

three key parameters:

art, product, and artisan

details. By scanning the

code using a mobile

phone, customers can

instantly access infor-
mation on the history and cultural sig-

nificance of a product.

Acharya Professor Kothapalli Jayashankar’s aspirations are
an ideal for today’s generation  : District SP Smt. D. Janaki, IPS

Mahabubnagar, Aug  6   :

Acharya Professor Kothapalli

Jayashankar sir is a great man

who, as an ideologue for the

establishment of Telangana

state, spread the aspiration of

the people of Telangana to the

world and dedicated his entire

life for the establishment of a

separate state, said

Mahabubnagar District SP

Smt. D. Janaki, IPS. On the

occasion of the birth anniver-

sary of Acharya Professor

Kothapalli Jayashankar sir,

District SP Smt. D. Janaki,

IPS along with police officers

and staff, garlanded his por-

trait and paid tributes. Speak-

ing on the occasion, the SP

praised the services rendered

by Professor Jayashankar as an

ideologue for the emergence of

Telangana state as memorable.

He was said to be a great per-

son who, for six decades,

spread the need for a Telangana

state to the country and abroad

and inspired the people with

the spirit of the movement. The

SP said that his life is an ex-

ample for today’s youth and a

symbol of dedication to com-

munity service. He advised the

police officers and staff to take

Jayashankar sir’s ideals as in-

spiration and gain the trust of

the people by providing more

efficient and transparent police

services to the people.

BRS, BJP relying on false
propaganda for political gains: TPCC chief
Hyderabad, Aug 6 : Telangana Pradesh Congress

Committee (TPCC) President Mahesh Kumar

Goud on Thursday accused the BRS and BJP of

running a deliberate misinformation campaign

and making false allegations against the Congress

leadership for political mileage.

Addressing a meeting of the TPCC Vichar Vibhag

(Intellectual Cell) at Gandhi Bhavan, Mahesh

Kumar Goud came down heavily on the opposi-

tion parties, stating that they were continuously

spreading falsehoods to target the Congress.

Highlighting the ideological legacy of the party,

the TPCC chief emphasised the Vichar Vibhag's

pivotal role in strengthening the Congress's foun-

dation since the era of Pandit Jawaharlal

Nehru. He noted that the Intellectual Cell

has historically been at the forefront of

promoting democratic values, constitu-

tional principles, and progressive thinking

within both the party and the broader soci-

ety. Reiterating the party's core philosophy,

Mahesh Kumar Goud said the Congress

remains fiercely committed to inclusive

governance. He assured that the party will

continue to champion the welfare and de-

velopment of all citizens irrespective of

caste, creed, religion, or region and will

always stand with farmers, students.

Govt will stand
by small contractors: Komatireddy
Hyderabad, Aug 6  : Minister for Roads & Build-

ings and Cinematography Komatireddy Venkata

Reddy assured small contractors that the State gov-

ernment would stand by them and take steps to re-

solve their pending issues.

“Do not be discouraged. If any bills are pending,

bring them to my notice. You can approach me

through your association or come directly to the

Secretariat or meet me personally and explain your

problems. Nobody should lose heart. If necessary,

we will discuss your issues with Chief Minister A.

Revanth Reddy and take steps to resolve them,” he

said. The Minister said issues relating to gravel,

crushers and mining would be discussed with the

concerned Minister and the Chief Minister, and nec-

essary measures would be taken to address the prob-

lems faced by contractors. He stressed the need for

a proper mining policy to prevent contractors from

facing arbitrary notices and unnecessary difficul-

ties. Komatireddy Venkat Reddy on Thursday vis-

ited the grieving family of Bandari Srinivas Reddy

in Vanasthalipuram, Hyderabad. Srinivas Reddy, a

contractor from Nagarkurnool district.

CS participates in Bonalu celebrations at Secretariat
Hyderabad, Aug 6  : The

Bonalu festival was cel-

ebrated with great fervour at

the Dr. B.R. Ambedkar

Telangana State Secretariat

on Thursday under the aus-

pices of the Secretariat Em-

ployees' Association. Chief

Secretary Sanjay Jaju partici-

pated in the celebrations and of-

fered special prayers.  The Chief

Secretary took part in the special

pujas performed at the Sri Nalla

Pochamma Temple located within

the Secretariat premises and

prayed for the well-being, peace,

prosperity, and good health of the

people of Telangana. On the oc-

casion, Secretariat employees

offered the traditional Bonam

to the Goddess with devotion.

The celebrations featured vi-

brant cultural performances,

including the traditional dance

of Pothurajus, drum proces-

sions, and artists in colourful

traditional attire.
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Provide effective policing that brings

the force closer to the public : Rajanna Zone-3 DIG Sunpreet Singh
ggggg Focus specifically on solving theft cases and increasing conviction rates

g g g g g Conduct extensive awareness programs to prevent cybercrimes

Rajanna Sircilla, 6 : Rajanna Zone-

3 DIG Sunpreet Singh directed offi-

cials to provide effective, transpar-

ent, and accountable policing that

brings the force closer to the pub-

lic, and to ensure justice for victims

by responding promptly to every

complaint. District SP Mahesh B.

Githe welcomed DIG Sunpreet

Singh upon his arrival at the District

Police Headquarters on Thursday as

part of his visit to Rajanna Sircilla

district. After receiving a guard of

honor, the DIG inspected the of-

fice premises and departments

such as the Special Branch, IT

Core, and District Crime Records

Bureau (DCRB), inquiring about

record maintenance, digital data

management, and the use of tech-

nology. DIG Sunpreet Singh (IPS)

expressed satisfaction with the

performance of the Rajanna

Sircilla district police. On this

occasion, a review meet-

ing was held at the Dis-

trict Police Headquarters

with district police offi-

cials to comprehensively

assess the district’s polic-

ing system, maintenance

of law and order, crime

control measures, public

safety, investigation stan-

dards, use of technology,

cybercrime prevention,

progress of pending

cases, community polic-

ing, and police services

provided to the public.

Initially, the District SP

gave a detailed

PowerPoint presentation

to the DIG covering the

district’s geographical

profile, measures taken

to maintain law and or-

der, crime control, traffic

management, cybercrime prevention,

road accident prevention, and welfare

initiatives. Speaking on the occasion,

the DIG advised the officials to work

with greater vigilance in maintaining

law and order while effectively utiliz-

ing modern technology for crime con-

trol. He directed them to make more ef-

ficient use of technology to expedite the

investigation and resolution of theft

cases registered in the district. He or-

dered a focus on robust investigations

and the collection of evidence to in-

crease the conviction rate of accused

persons in registered cases. Commend-

ing the district police force for the im-

proved conviction rate, he appreciated

their efforts. He further instructed the

court monitoring team to continuously

oversee every case and coordinate to

ensure that witnesses appear in court

during trials.

CM Revanth Reddy SanctionsCM Revanth Reddy SanctionsCM Revanth Reddy SanctionsCM Revanth Reddy SanctionsCM Revanth Reddy Sanctions
25 Lakh For Gopalapuram Government School25 Lakh For Gopalapuram Government School25 Lakh For Gopalapuram Government School25 Lakh For Gopalapuram Government School25 Lakh For Gopalapuram Government School
Khammam, Aug 6 :  Telangana

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy

stood by Gopalapuram School

in Khammam district. Rs. 25

lakhs were sanctioned for the

construction of the school

rooms. The CM ordered the

Collector to take immediate

steps to this extent. Khammam

Collector Diwakar visited

the school on the orders of

the Chief Minister.

CM Principal Secretary

Sridhar spoke to the

teacher Indira. He directed

that new classrooms be

constructed in place of the

dilapidated buildings.

Fake fire NOCs issue
Investigation into 176 more colleges
Hyderabad, Aug 6 : The police investigation into the

fake fire NOCs of inter colleges is ongoing. Hydra offi-

cials have handed over a list of 48 more colleges to the

police. As part of the investigation, it was found that

fake fire NOCs were made in the same way. Hydra has

found that about 56 colleges have submitted fake NOCs..

and is investigating another 176 colleges. Hydra issues

fire NOCs for permits for buildings under five floors.

The police have found that the college owners have com-

mitted irregularities in the context of granting NOCs

offline. The investigation revealed that colleges created

fakes and submitted them to the Inter Board without

applying to Hydra for NOCs.

 It is understood that the college owners spent Rs. 6

lakh to Rs. 10 lakh for each university. It was found

that the signatures of the former DGs of GHMC,

Hydra and Fire were forged for the NOCs.

The police believe that if the owners of the re-

spective colleges are detained and a full investi-

gation is conducted, the real facts will come out.

It is reported that criminal action may be taken

against the college owners based on the findings

of the Hydra report and the police investigation.

Congress, BJP re-establishing
Delhi’s dominance over Telangana: KTR
Hyderabad, Aug 6 : BRS working presi-

dent KT Rama Rao accused both the Con-

gress and the BJP of neglecting

Telangana's welfare and re-establishing

Delhi's dominance over the state.

He urged a renewed commitment to safe-

guarding Telangana's distinct identity, dig-

nity, and self-governance.

During an address at Telangana Bhavan

on Thursday, commemorating the birth

anniversary of Telangana's ideologue.
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New Delhi, Aug 6 : The As-

sociation of Southeast Asian

Nations (ASEAN) has sent a

strong message to China with

the recent events at the 16th

Foreign Ministers’ Meeting

of the East Asia Summit

(EAS), a forum for strategic,

political, and economic dia-

logue comprising 19 coun-

tries in Manila, according to

a report.

On the sidelines of the 16th

Foreign Ministers’ Meeting,

the Quad Foreign Ministers

met and issued a dedicated

joint statement on coopera-

tion with ASEAN. They also

reiterated their commitments

unveiled at the 11th Quad

Foreign Ministers’ Meeting in

A
 major political controversy erupted after

Leader of the Opposition (LoP) in Lok

Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, alleged that the

Centre's proposed delimitation exercise would weaken

the political representation and interests of several

states, prompting sharp reactions from the Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP), its allies, and Congress leaders.

Speaking to reporters at Mamallapuram in Chennai

on Saturday, Rahul Gandhi called upon political par-

ties across the country, particularly those in Tamil

Nadu, to unite against the delimitation exercise, al-

leging that it would undermine the state's political

representation and interests.

LoP Gandhi accused the BJP of attempting to use de-

limitation to reduce Tamil Nadu's political influence.

He said all regional and national parties should come

together in Parliament to defeat any legislation that

could adversely affect the state's representation.

He alleged that the proposed exercise was designed

to "disenfranchise" the people of Tamil Nadu and take

away their political power. While the BJP strongly

criticised LoP Gandhi's remarks, the Congress main-

tained that the proposed delimitation exercise posed

a serious challenge to the interests of the Southern

states. Congress MP Manickam Tagore told report-

ers, "For delimitation, we are very clear that next week

is going to be an important week in the history of

Tamil Nadu. Tamil Nadu's voice should not be re-

duced. Delimitation is against Tamil Nadu. Previously,

all 40 MPs from Tamil Nadu voted against this de-

limitation." "Therefore, we are very clear that now

also, you should ask each MP from Tamil Nadu what

they are going to do regarding delimitation. I am one

of those MPs, and I can say that I will vote against

it," he added. Congress MP Imran Masood, speaking

to IANS, said that delimitation will pose a "major

challenge to the country's integrity".

"It'll be unfair to all South Indian states," he claimed.

Congress MP Sukhdeo Bhagat also opposed the pro-

posal, saying, "I am against delimitation, and that's

why I'm against it; because of the way it has been

done in Assam. The BJP government is there, and

they are deliberately doing it from the perspective of

votes, not from the perspective of representation,

purely from the perspective of votes."

"If we look at the 543 members we have today in

Parliament, I think many of our people don't even get

to participate fully. We just remain a small part in-

side Parliament. Will increasing the number be fair

to people?" he asked.

On the other hand, the BJP and its allies asserted that

Congress is taking delimitation as a threat because it

is a "dynastic political party".

BJP spokesperson Tuhin Sinha also hit back at the

Congress leader, saying that it is "natural that the

parties most affected by the issue of delimitation are

the dynastic political parties".

"They fear that when more young people enter poli-

tics, when the number of seats increases by 50 per

cent, and when youth and women from non-dynastic

and non-political backgrounds enter politics in large

numbers, their grip and control over their respective

parties will weaken," he said.

Rejecting Rahul Gandhi's allegations, Sinha added,

"I would like to tell Rahul Gandhi that we have re-

peatedly clarified that the number of seats in the

Southern states, as well as in every other state, will

increase on a pro-rata basis."

Uttar Pradesh Deputy Chief Minister Keshav Prasad

Maurya, speaking to IANS, said, "Rahul Gandhi is

making every possible effort to ensure that the gov-

ernment is not able to undertake any major work, any

good work, or any work in the interest of the country,

because he dances to the tune of foreign forces. But I

have full faith that the Members of Parliament elected

from different political parties understand all these

things." Rajasthan BJP President Madan Rathore also

defended the proposed exercise, telling reporters,

"Congress feels that if delimitation takes place, they

will lose their position." "Today, there are some Lok

Sabha constituencies with a population of 50 lakh,

while some have only 1 lakh people. Therefore, this

process has to be carried out. Delimitation must hap-

pen," he added. Janata Dal-United MLC Neeraj

Kumar Singh said the issue should be debated within

the constitutional framework instead of being

politicised.

US proposes final review on Lake Powell, Lake Mead reservoirs

Beirut, Aug 6 : With the cur-

rent mandate of the United

Nations Interim Force in

Lebanon (UNIFIL) set to ex-

pire at the end of 2026, resi-

dents in southern Lebanon's

border communities are in-

creasingly concerned that any

reduction or withdrawal of

the peacekeeping mission

could affect security, liveli-

hoods and daily life.

Although the UN Security

Council has extended

'Not afraid to engage the Quad':
ASEAN sends strong message to China, says report

New Delhi. According to the re-

port by ‘The Diplomat’, this

opened the door to a more substan-

tive relationship with the Quad,

and this achievement should not

be underestimated, as ASEAN has

spent much of the past year mull-

ing questions about drift and di-

vision.

It said that the statement reflected

the Quad’s willingness to over-

come its appeasement of China.

Despite being inherently a coun-

terweight to China, the Quad

avoided being seen as enraging

Beijing, but the meeting in Manila

seems to shed this longstanding

hesitation. Beijing is a full partici-

pant in the East Asia Summit and

the ASEAN Regional Forum.

In the joint statement, the Quad

countries called themselves

"ASEAN Comprehensive Strate-

gic Partners" and noted "the prac-

tical implementation of the

ASEAN Outlook on the Indo-Pa-

cific", as part of their agenda.

“The fact that ASEAN accepted

and enabled the Quad’s effort to

insert itself as a stakeholder with

a collective interest in the region

is significant. Beijing has repeat-

edly described the Quad as an

Asian NATO and has made its dis-

comfort with the grouping

known. Further, ASEAN has

always sought to avoid becom-

ing an arena for great power

rivalry. Beijing is a full partici-

pant in the East Asia Summit

and the ASEAN Regional Fo-

rum," the report noted.

The report called this joint

statement a response to critics

who question the Quad’s lack

of engagement with regional

countries.

UNIFIL's uncertain future
worries residents in Southern Lebanon

UNIFIL's mandate until Decem-

ber 31, 2026, debate over the

mission's future beyond that date

has continued, prompting growing

concern among residents in south-

ern Lebanon, many of whom say

the force has become an integral

part of daily life.

Established in 1978 under UN

Security Council Resolutions 425

and 426, and expanded after the

2006 Lebanon-Israel war under

Resolution 1701, UNIFIL has

around 10,500 peacekeepers from

Cairo, Aug 6 : The US em-

bassies in some 10 Middle

East countries on Thursday

warned American citizens to

exercise caution and "con-

sider departing or be prepared

to depart should there be es-

calation."

On their websites, the US

embassies in countries in-

cluding Israel, Jordan, Iraq,

Egypt, Bahrain, the United

Arab Emirates, Qatar and

Saudi Arabia issued similar

security alerts, reports

Xinhua news agency.

US embassies urge citizens to 'consider departing' Mideast countries amid heightened tensions
"Due to heightened tensions in the

Middle East, the security environ-

ment remains complex with the

potential for unforeseen escala-

tion," the alerts said, adding that

Americans in the region should

consider departing, or be prepared

to depart should there be escala-

tion. The embassies advised US

citizens in the Middle East to ex-

ercise caution and heightened

vigilance and to be prepared for

flight cancellations, periodic air-

space closures, and potential

travel disruptions.

They also advised US citizens

outside the region to "seriously

reconsider travel to and through

the Middle East."

Earlier on Saturday, Iran's semi-

official Tasnim news agency re-

ported that Iran has prepared an

"extensive" plan to respond to

potential attacks on Iranian infra-

structure. Tasnim cited a senior

security official as saying that Iran

has prepared an "extensive" plan

in response to US media's recent

claims about possible US and Is-

raeli strikes against its infrastruc-

ture. The plan reportedly involves

targeting vital Israeli infrastruc-

Madrid, Aug  6 : Spanish

Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez

on Thursday called on the Eu-

ropean Union to convene an ex-

traordinary meeting of interior

ministers to coordinate a com-

mon response to the recent mi-

grant crisis in Spain's North

African enclave of Ceuta, while

criticising what he described as

the "selfish" attitude of some

member states. In a letter ad-

dressed to European Commis-

sion President Ursula von der

Leyen, Sanchez expressed his

"serious concern" over the re-

action of some European gov-

ernments following the mass

irregular crossings into Ceuta.

Sanchez said around 50,000

migrants had entered Ceuta ir-

regularly, but that Spain had re-

stored control of the border in

less than 48 hours, provided

humanitarian assistance, re-

turned virtually all of those who

had crossed illegally.

Spanish PM urges
EU unity over
Ceuta migrant crisis

ture and US energy infrastruc-

ture in the Middle East.

The developments came amid

renewed exchanges of

airstrikes between the United

States and Iran after days of

pause, as well as the emer-

gence of a new Red Sea front

involving Yemen's Houthis and

Saudi Arabia.
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Congress backs Rahul's delimitation
stand; BJP hits back with 'dynastic politics' jibe

around 50 troop-contributing

countries. Beyond monitoring

the cessation of hostilities and

maintaining stability along the

UN-demarcated Blue Line,

the force has undertaken

demining operations, pro-

vided medical services, and

supported environmental and

development projects across

southern Lebanon.

Residents said the mission

also plays an important role in

the local economy.

Los Angeles, Aug 6 : The US

government has released a fi-

nal environmental review out-

lining a 10-year framework to

operate the country's two larg-

est reservoirs, enabling it to

impose steep water cuts amid

ongoing divisions among the

seven basin states on how to share

the dwindling water supply. The

Bureau of Reclamation released

guidelines for operational rules to

be updated every two years through

2036 pertaining to the country's

two largest reservoirs, Lake

Powell and Lake Mead in the

southwestern United States, en-

abling adjustments to water re-

leases, conservation and cutbacks

in response to river conditions, ac-

cording to the review. The docu-

ment states that annual water de-

liveries to Arizona, California and

Nevada could be slashed by up to

3.7 billion cubic meters - 40 per

cent of their combined Colo-

rado River allocation.



Beijing, Aug 6 : The Tibetan

struggle cannot be sustained

by a four-decade-old

playbook and requires lead-

ers willing to take risks,

think beyond familiar ap-

proaches, and devise strate-

gies that bring Beijing.

Syria's interim leadership
announces new 'transitional government'
Beirut, Aug 6 : Syrian leader

Ahmed al-Sharaa has an-

nounced the formation of a

"transitional government" in

the Syrian capital of Damascus.

The announcement, initially

scheduled for earlier this

month, came on Thursday amid

international calls for an inclu-

sive Syrian transition following

recent sectarian bloodshed, as

the country's new leaders seek

to reunite and rebuild Syria and

its institutions after overthrow-

ing former Syrian President

Bashar al-Assad's government on

February 12 which brought an end

to 14 years of civil war. The new

Cabinet retains key figures from

the interim leadership, Xinhua

news agency reported.

Asaad Hassan al-Shibani, previ-

ously interim chief of foreign af-

fairs authority, was appointed For-

eign Minister, while former Intel-

ligence Chief Anas Khattab was

named Interior Minister. Marhaf

Abu Qusra, who oversaw defence

affairs in the interim administra-

tion, will serve as Defence Minis-

ter. The government also intro-

duced several structural changes,

including the creation of a Minis-

try of emergency and disasters to

address natural and humanitarian

crises, as well as a dedicated Min-

istry of youth and sports.

Veteran opposition figure Hind

Kabawat, a member of Syria's

Christian minority and longtime

Assad opponent, was named so-

cial affairs and labour minister, the

first woman to be appointed by

Sharaa. The leader of the White

Helmets, the Syrian rescuers who

worked in rebel-held areas, Raed al-Saleh,

was appointed Minister of emergency situa-

tions and disasters.

The Islamist-led authorities who now domi-

nate Syria have vowed to protect minorities,

especially after fighting earlier this month

between gunmen from Assad's Alawite com-

munity and militia linked to the Sunni rebel

forces that overthrew him led to civilian mas-

sacres.

Mogadishu, Aug 6 : The United States Africa

Command (AFRICOM), in coordination with

the Federal Government of Somalia, conducted

an airstrike on several ISIS-Somalia targets in

the east African country.

The airstrike was conducted on Thursday in

the southeast of Bosaso, Puntland, in the north-

eastern region of the country.

According to the initial assessment, AFRICOM

said that multiple ISIS-Somalia operatives were

killed, and no civilians were harmed. It stated

that ISIS-Somalia's malicious efforts threaten

US security interests.

"ISIS-Somalia has proved both its will and ca-

pability to attack US and partner forces. This

group's malicious efforts threaten US security

interests," AFRICOM said in a statement.

"Additionally, AFRICOM, alongside the Fed-

eral Government of Somalia and Somali Armed

Forces, continues to take action to degrade

ISIS-Somalia's ability to plan and conduct at-

tacks that threaten the US homeland, its forces,

and the civilians abroad," the statement further

read. Meanwhile, AFRICOM added that the

specific details about the operation will not be

released to ensure continued operational secu-

rity. In a similar attempt on March 25, the

AFRICOM and the Somali government con-

ducted multiple airstrikes against ISIS-Soma-

lia in the vicinity of the Golis Mountains.

US airstrike kills
several ISIS operatives in Somalia

Tibet needs visionary
leadership to negotiate with
Beijing: Report

Washington,  Aug 6 : US Rep-

resentatives Ami Bera and Joe

Wilson on Thursday introduced

a bipartisan resolution reaffirm-

ing the strategic value of the

India-US partnership and its

role in promoting stability and

shared democratic priorities.

The resolution received strong

bipartisan support with 24

original cosponsors, including

members such as Sydney

Kamlager-Dove, Rich

McCormick, Deborah Ross,

Rob Wittman, Suhas

Subramanyam and Jay

Obernolte. The resolution

US lawmakers introduce bipartisan resolution to defend India ties
emphasised the shared fight

against terrorism, calling for “con-

tinued cooperation on

counterterrorism, including the

swift prosecution of the perpetra-

tors of the 2008 Mumbai terror

attacks.” It also mentioned the ter-

rorist attack in Pahalgam in April,

which killed 26 people, saying that

the attack was “claimed by The

Resistance Front (a proxy of

Lashkar-e-Taiba), highlighting the

persistent threat of cross-border

and proxy terrorism in South

Asia.” Lawmakers stressed that

support for deepening ties with

India has been a constant across

party lines and presidential transitions.

“For more than three decades, it has been

the policy of the United States under ad-

ministrations of Presidents Clinton,

Bush, Obama, Trump, and Biden to

strengthen the strategic partnership with

India, recognising its importance to re-

gional stability.

Turkey says detained Swedish journalist
faces terror charges for 'insulting' Prez
Istanbul, Aug 6 : Turkey on

Thursday said that the Swed-

ish journalist Joakim Medin,

who was detained on his arrival

to cover unrest in the country

over the jailing of Istanbul's

mayor Ekrem Imamoglu, has

been charged with terror-re-

lated offences and insulting

Turkish President Recep

Tayyip Erdogan.

Medin, who works for the Dagens

ETC newspaper and was assigned

to cover protests over the jailing

of Istanbul's mayor, "has been ar-

rested on charges of 'membership

in an armed terrorist organisation'

and 'insulting the president," ac-

cording to the Turkish presidency.

In a bulletin published by Turkey's

"Disinformation Combat Centre,"

the presidency said the journalist

was "known for anti-Turkey news

and his closeness to the terrorist

organisation PKK," the banned

Kurdish militant group.

Medin's employer, Dagens ETC,

had raised concerns over his

whereabouts after he was un-

reachable for two days.

Speaking on the arrest of the

journalist by the Turkish au-

thorities, Swedish Foreign Min-

ister Maria Malmer

Stenergard said Medin's ar-

rest was being taken "seri-

ously."

Earlier, Mark Lowen, a BBC

correspondent, was detained

in Istanbul, where he was

covering the protests and po-

litical crisis ignited by the

arrest of Imamoglu.

Turkey later deported the cor-

respondent who was covering

the anti-government protests

in the country after he was de-

tained and labelled "a threat

to public order."

United Nations, Aug 6 : Nearly

477,000 children in Cuba, Haiti

and Jamaica are experiencing

significant disruptions to their

schooling three weeks after Hur-

ricane Melissa hit the Caribbean,

a UN spokesperson said. With

many schools damaged or

closed, children have been

forced to miss classes or study

in temporary spaces that may not

be equipped for proper learning,

said Stephane Dujarric, spokes-

person for the UN secretary-gen-

eral, at a daily briefing.

In response, the United Nations

Children's Fund (UNICEF) is

working with local governments

and partners to deliver supplies

and trying to rehabilitate dam-

aged schools, he said.

In Cuba, UNICEF has pre-posi-

Cape Town, Aug 6 : South African oppo-

sition politician Julius Malema was sen-

tenced on Thursday to five years in prison

for firearm-related offences.

Malema, the founding leader of the far-

left Economic Freedom Fighters (EFF), is

one of the most prominent politicians in

South Africa.

The lengthy sentence was delivered on

Thursday morning at the Magistrate's

Court in KuGompo City, formerly East

London, in the Eastern Cape province.

Large screens were set up outside the

courthouse, where hundreds of EFF party

supporters gathered to hear the fate of their

political leader, Xinhua News Agency re-

ported.

The charges stem from an incident on July

28, 2018, when Malema discharged a

semi-automatic assault rifle into the air

during an EFF political rally in Mdantsane,

a largely residential township in Eastern

Cape province.

Nearly 477,000 children experiencing
disruptions to schooling due to Hurricane Melissa: UN

tioned supplies to reach 21,000

students, including school kits,

while in Haiti, it has provided

2,800 school kits in Sud and

Nippes departments, and addi-

tional actions are planned in the

coming weeks, he said.

In Jamaica, the agency has pro-

vided teaching and learning ma-

terials along with up to 100 tem-

porary learning spaces to support

10,000 children, said the spokes-

person.

Additionally, 500 teachers will

be trained, building on the 1,000

teachers who have already been

trained in the Return to Happi-

ness methodology, equipping

them to support their own recov-

ery and provide psychosocial

assistance to approximately

18,000 students.

South African opposition
politician Malema
sentenced to five years in prison

India and Bahrain discuss
strengthening bilateral ties and naval cooperation
Manama, Aug 6 : Deputy

Chief of Naval Staff, Vice Ad-

miral Tarun Sobti called on

Bahrain Prime Minister and

Deputy Supreme Commander

of the Armed Forces Prince

Salman bin Hamad Al Khalifa

at the Riffa Palace, discussing

the strengthening bilateral ties

and naval cooperation between

India and Bahrain.  "VAdm

Tarun Sobti, Deputy Chief of

Naval Staff Indian Navy, called

on HRH Prince Salman bin

Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown

Prince, Deputy Supreme Com-

mander of the Armed Forces

and Prime Minister of Bahrain,

at Riffa Palace on 10 Feb 26.

Discussions were focussed on

strengthening bilateral ties and

naval cooperation in fields including Information

Sharing, Joint Training, Capacity Building and Fu-

ture Warfare," the Indian Navy Spokesperson stated

on Thursday.  Earlier this month, External Affairs

Minister (EAM) S Jaishankar met his counterpart

from Bahrain, Abdullatif bin Rashid Al Zayani be-

fore the start of the 2026 Critical Minerals Ministe-

rial convened by the US Secretary of State Marco

Rubio. In January, the Indian Embassy in Bahrain

hosted a reception celebrating India's 77th Repub-

lic Day, where Abdullatif bin Rashid Al Zayani was

the Chief Guest. According to the statement shared

by Embassy on X, over 400 dignitaries, including

MPs, senior Govt officials, and members of the Dip-

lomatic Corps attended the reception. In another post

on X, Indian Embassy in Bahrain wrote, "Leader-

ship of the CMF, prominent businessmen, Bahrain

Chamber &amp; Bahrain India Society representa-

tives, three Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Awardees,

and members of the Indian &amp; Bahraini com-

munity also joined."
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Kolkata, Aug 6 : West Ben-

gal Municipal Affairs and Ur-

ban Development Minister

Agnimitra Paul on Thursday

made it clear that if anyone

leaves construction materials

on the road while building a

house then he or she will have

to pay a fine this time.

The Minister told that this new

system will be implemented in

the state from September 1.

On Sunday, Minister Paul was

present at several programmes

of Siliguri Municipal Corpo-

ration (SMC). There, facing

the media, she said, "Building

a house and leaving stones,

sand, bricks on the road, this

will not happen. We will

charge a fine. When you are

building a house, keep all these

Nagpur, Aug 6 : Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh Gen-

eral Secretary Dattatreya Hosabale on Thursday said

that RSS does not believe in opposing anyone and is

confident that one day, those opposing its work will join

the fold.

He said that in the last 100 years, Sangh, as a move-

ment of national reconstruction, has travelled from ne-

glect and ridicule to curiosity and acceptance. “When

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh is completing the hun-

dredth year of its service, there is an evident curiosity

about the way Sangh perceives this landmark. It has

Confident that those opposing
will join RSS fold: Dattatreya Hosabale

been crystal clear for the

Sangh since its inception

that such occasions are

not meant for celebration

but provide us with an

opportunity to introspect

and rededicate to the

cause.

It is also a chance to ac-

knowledge the contribu-

tions of the stalwart.Bengal minister Agnimitra Paul announces hefty fine for
leaving construction materials on road for building house

things inside. The road is not your own

property."

Minister Paul also said that if someone

buys vacant land, the person concerned

will have to take the responsibility of

cleaning it.

According to the Minister, "Sometimes

a person will build a house after 30

years after buying a land. Till then there

will be bushes, drains, ponds on that

land. That will not happen anymore.

Just as it is your responsibility to clean

the house, the area in front of the house

or the garden, it is also your responsi-

bility to keep the vacant land clean. It

will not happen that the people of the

house will suffer from dengue because

of your vacant land."

Recently, Agnimitra Paul also gave a

strong message about illegal parking.

She said that cars can be parked in the

designated parking spaces.

Jaipur, Aug 6 : Rajasthan

Pradesh Congress Committee

President Govind Singh

Dotasra on Thursday

criticised the state

government's decision to re-

move four books from the

school curriculum for the

2026-27 academic session.

Dotasra said that the re-

moval of books such as

Rajasthan’s Freedom

Movement and Gallantry

Traditions (Class 9), His-

Rajasthan Congress chief
raises concerns over curriculum changes

tory and Culture of Rajasthan

(Class 10), Golden India Af-

ter Independence (Class 11),

and Golden India After Inde-

pendence - Part 2 (Class 12)

would result in students being

exposed to a “half-truth”. He

questioned the rationale be-

hind removing these texts and

asked whether the objection

was to the narrative of nation-

building. “If there were fac-

tual inaccuracies, they could

have been corrected.

Delhi: Masquerading as 'Arjun', Waseem arrested for
planting illegal firearms to implicate brother-in-law
New Delhi, Aug 6 : In what appears to be a case of

personal enmity, a 28-year-old man has been ar-

rested by Delhi Police for deliberately planting il-

legal firearms at his brother-in-law's residence to

falsely implicate him in criminal cases, officials said

on Thursday. A team of the Welcome Police Sta-

tion (PS)  successfully unearthed the alleged con-

spiracy of the accused and recovered two country-

made pistols from his possession, leading to the reg-

istration of a fresh Arms Act case. An official state-

ment said that on July 31, during investigation of

FIR No. 388/2026, U/s 25 Arms Act, PS Welcome,

a police team comprising Head Constables Lalit,

Harender, Kuldeep, Constable Ravi, and Soni un-

der the supervision of Inspector Rupesh Kumar

Khatri, SHO/PS Welcome, reached Ghaziabad's

DLF Border, at Rajiv Colon's Gali No. 4, and ap-

prehended the accused from his mobile repair shop.

Patna, Aug 6 : Under the Pradhan

Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana

(PMMSY), many fishermen and

workers associated with the fisher-

ies sector in Bihar were provided

with fish marketing kits and bicycle

ice boxes on Thursday.

This brought joy and a smile to their

faces, after which they expressed

their gratitude to the Modi govern-

ment for the remarkable step to-

wards improving their lifestyle and

livelihood. Many fishermen spoke

to IANS about the Centre's innova-

tive scheme, elaborating on how

this could bring a decisive change

in their lives. Rikhu Devi said, "I

got the cycle. We will definitely see

some change. First, we used to sell

the fish on the road, now we will

take our cycle around." Ram

Pravesh Chaudhary told IANS that

he wants to reach more customers

after getting bicycle ice boxes from

the government and earn more in-

come.

Bihar fishermen receive fish
marketing kits under
PMMSY, thank Modi government

Tarn Taran, Aug 6 : In a sig-

nificant development, Punjab

Police on Thursday busted a

cross-border drug smuggling

racket and apprehended two drug

traffickers who were colluding

with Pakistan-based smugglers,

in the trafficking of drugs in the

state.  A large cache of 6 kg

heroin was recovered from their

possession, Director General of

Police (DGP) Punjab Gaurav

Yadav told the press and also in-

formed about the modus oper-

andi of drug traffickers operat-

ing from Tarn Taran.

He said that drones were de-

ployed to drop drug consign-

ments in the state, from across

the border.

Those arrested have been iden-

tified as Hardeep Singh alias

Deep and Harjeet Singh, both

residents of Village Thathi

Sohal, Tarn Taran.

Punjab Police bustPunjab Police bustPunjab Police bustPunjab Police bustPunjab Police bust
trans-border drugtrans-border drugtrans-border drugtrans-border drugtrans-border drug
smuggling racket; 6 kgsmuggling racket; 6 kgsmuggling racket; 6 kgsmuggling racket; 6 kgsmuggling racket; 6 kg
heroin seized, 2 heldheroin seized, 2 heldheroin seized, 2 heldheroin seized, 2 heldheroin seized, 2 held Jaipur, Aug 6 : Rajasthan

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

President Madan Rathore has

said the party is fully prepared

for the upcoming Panchayat

and local body elections

scheduled to be held in the

state.

He added on Thursday that the

party's organisational struc-

ture is strong down to the

booth level, with responsibili-

ties assigned to every party

BJP all prepared for Panchayat and
local body elections in Rajasthan, says Madan Rathore

worker, and expressed confi-

dence that the BJP would reg-

ister a resounding victory.

Rathore noted that the BJP has

won more than 80 per cent of

the seats in the by-elections

conducted so far.

He also highlighted the party's

victory in the local body by-

election held in State Congress

President Govind Singh

Dotasra's own Assembly con-

stituency.

Shiv-Sena UBT leader Priyanka Chaturvedi
targets UP CM Adityanath over 'land jihad' remark

Mumbai, Aug 6 : Shiv Sena-UBT leader Priyanka

Chaturvedi on Thursday lashed out at Uttar Pradesh

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath over his "land

jihad" remark, saying "We have heard enough of

this in 10 years of his rule, when is he going to

fulfill the promises made to people?"

A political row erupted after CM Adityanath, while

addressing 'Shri Ram Katha Mahotsav' on Tuesday,

said: "... After all, what were Khar-Dushan doing,

what were Maricha and Subahu doing, they too were

involved in 'land jihad'. Forcibly occupying. Forc-

ibly spotting any empty land and pitching their own

tent on it. All of this must stop." The Uttar Pradesh

Chief Minister also said: "The land of India cannot

be a 'dharmshala' for those invaders who have no

faith in India.

Bhubaneswar, Aug 6 :

Odisha aims to become a net

exporter of compute and de-

velop population-scale Odia-

language applications to

strengthen last-mile public ser-

vice delivery.

To realise this vision, the state

government has forged a stra-

tegic partnership with Sarvam

AI, an Indian artificial intelli-

gence company, to develop a

Reimagining growth: Odisha’s shift to a technology-led economy
sovereign AI capacity in Odisha.

Informing about the landmark de-

velopment in a video message,

Odisha's Electronics and Informa-

tion Technology department min-

ister, Mukesh Mahaling, has said

that Odisha has signed an MoU

with @SarvamAI to build a sov-

ereign AI capacity hub - a land-

mark step towards India’s self-re-

liant AI future.

“This is not just a data centre; it is

a strategic move to position

Odisha as India’s leading AI ca-

pacity provider. From a mines-

driven economy to a mind-driven

economy, Odisha is redefining its

growth trajectory. Traditionally

known for its mineral and metal-

driven strengths, the State is now

decisively transitioning towards a

technology-led digital economy,”

Mahaling added.

He also underscored that the state

government, in partnership with

Sarvam AI, targets to establish a

50 MW AI-optimised facility with

an investment of around Rs 20,000

crore, backed by significant capi-

tal investment incentives from the

State.

“The facility will host nearly

25,000 GPUs, create thousands of

high-skilled direct and indirect

jobs, and firmly establish Odisha

as a key pillar of India’s sovereign

06 THE INDIAN MAIL
www.theindianmail.inNATIONAL NEWS

07 AUGUST 2026

FRIDAY, HYDERABAD

AI and compute ecosystem, accel-

erating the journey towards Viksit

Odisha, Viksit Bharat,” noted

Mahaling.

It is pertinent here to mention that

the Odisha Government, on

February 6, signed an MoU

with Sarvam as part of the

state’s ongoing efforts to build

a secure, inclusive, and Odia-

first artificial intelligence eco-

system aligned with Vision

2036 and Vision 2047.

The MoU was signed in the

presence of President

Droupadi Murmu on the side-

lines of the recently held Black

Swan Summit 2026 in

Bhubaneswar. The MoU gives

impetus towards making AI a

long-term public capability.



Hyundai, Kia sell over
100,000 EVs in Europe in Jan-June
Seoul, Aug 6 : Hyundai Motor and Kia sold

more than 100,000 electric vehicles (EVs) in

Europe in the first half of the year as the South

Korean automakers stepped up efforts to

strengthen their presence in the region, the

companies said on Thursday. A total of

131,032 EVs were sold in Europe during the

first six months of 2026, up a sharp 41.8 per-

cent from 92,365 recorded in the previous

half, according to Hyundai and Kia. Kia's

EV3 compact sport utility vehicle (SUV) was

the bestselling model with 27,121 units sold,

followed by Hyundai's Inster subcompact

SUV with 16,594 units and

Kia's EV4 sedan with 14,502

units, reports Yonhap news

agency. If the current sales

pace continues through the end

of the year, the companies ex-

pect annual EV sales in Europe

to surpass 200,000 units for the

first time since they entered the

European EV market in 2014.

Hyundai and Kia first topped

100,000 annual EV sales in

Europe in 2021.

ECLGS 5.0 crosses 1 lakh guarantees,
covers Rs 48,484 crore in loans: Govt
New Delhi, Aug 6 : The Emer-

gency Credit Line Guarantee

Scheme (ECLGS) 5.0 has

crossed a major milestone, with

the total number of guarantees

issued under the scheme sur-

passing the one lakh mark, ac-

cording to official data released

on Thursday.  As of June 9,

2026, a total of 1,06,549 guarantees have been issued under

ECLGS 5.0, covering guarantees worth Rs 48,484.26 crore,

the Ministry of Finance said. The achievement highlights the

extensive scale of credit support being provided to lenders

and borrowers amid liquidity pressures arising from the West

Asia crisis. The scheme, which was approved by the Union

Cabinet on May 5, 2026, aims to facilitate additional credit of

Rs 2.55 lakh crore to existing borrowers facing financial chal-

lenges due to the ongoing geopolitical situation in West Asia.

Washington, Aug 6 : President

Donald Trump said the United

States is allowing private compa-

nies to build their own power

plants to meet what he described

as massive electricity demand

driven by artificial intelligence.

In an interview with Fox

Business’s Larry Kudlow, Trump

said AI infrastructure requires

unprecedented energy capacity.

“AI, for whatever reason, needs

massive amounts of electricity,

right? More electricity than the

entire country produces right now

by double,” he said.

Trump said the national grid can-

not be rebuilt overnight to handle

that demand. As a result, he said

his administration is permitting

companies constructing large fa-

cilities to generate their own

power. “I’m letting everybody

that builds a plant build their own

electric plant,” he said. “They’re

gonna become like a utility.”

He said developers are construct-

ing large-scale facilities and will

operate independent generating

systems.

AI needs massive
power surge, says Trump

Mumbai, Aug 6 : IT major

Persistent Systems Limited on

Thursday reported an 8.7 per

cent quarter-on-quarter (QoQ)

decline in its consolidated net

profit for the first quarter of the

financial year 2027 (Q1

FY27).  According to the

company's exchange filing,

consolidated net profit stood at

Rs 483 crore during the April-

June quarter, compared with

Rs 529 crore in the preceding

quarter (Q4 FY26). Revenue

from operations rose 6.1 per

cent sequentially to Rs 4,303

crore from Rs 4,056 crore in

Persistent Systems' Q1 net
profit falls 8.7 pc sequentially to Rs 483 crore

the January-March quarter, the IT

major added in its filing. However,

profitability weakened during the

quarter. Earnings before interest

and taxes (EBIT) declined nearly

11.8 per cent to Rs 582 crore from

Rs 659 crore in the previous quar-

ter. The company's EBIT margin

also contracted by 280 basis points

to 13.5 per cent in the first quar-

ter, compared with 16.3 per cent

in the preceding quarter.

Commenting on financial perfor-

mance, Sandeep Kalra, Chief Ex-

ecutive Officer and Executive Di-

rector, Persistent said that the per-

formance was underpinned by a

record quarterly total contract value (TCV) of $1.15 bil-

lion, reflecting continued momentum in larger client en-

gagements, including a 6.5-year strategic services agree-

ment with a leading global technology company with a TCV

of more than $650 million. “We signed a business combi-

nation agreement with Nagarro, a leading European digi-

tal engineering company listed on the Frankfurt Stock Ex-

change. This transaction is in line with the M&amp;A strat-

egy we have consistently outlined to strengthen our capa-

bilities and expand our geographic footprint.

New Delhi, Aug 6 : Private

equity investment in Indian

real estate rose to $637 mil-

lion across nine transactions

in Q1 2026, marking a 2.1

times increase from $300

million seen in Q1 2025, a

report said on Thursday. The

report from real estate

consultancy Knight Frank

India said.

Private equity invest-
ment in Indian real estate
doubles to $637 mn in Q1

Elon Musk's wealth plunges

by over $600 billion as SpaceX, Tesla shares tumble
New Delhi, Aug 6 : Elon Musk

has seen his personal fortune

shrink by more than $600 bil-

lion in just over a month after

a sharp decline in the shares

of SpaceX and Tesla, even as

he continues to double down

on artificial intelligence, au-

tonomous driving and robot-

ics.

Musk's net worth has fallen to

around $684 billion from a

peak of nearly $1.33 trillion

reached on June 16, when

SpaceX briefly propelled him

to become the world's first-

ever trillionaire.

The wealth erosion alone ex-

ceeds the total net worth of

every other billionaire except

Musk himself.

The decline has been driven

primarily by a steep correction

in SpaceX shares following the

company's blockbuster market

debut.

After raising $75 billion in what

became the largest initial public

offering in history, SpaceX listed

at $150 per share, above its IPO

price of $135.

Investor enthusiasm initially

pushed the stock up more than 50

per cent within three trading ses-

sions, with shares touching a

record closing high of nearly $202

on June 16.

However, the rally proved short-

lived. SpaceX shares have since

slumped about 46 per cent from

their peak to a record low of

$108.37, wiping out hundreds of

billions of dollars from Musk's

fortune.

The pressure on Musk's wealth

has been compounded by weak-

ness in Tesla shares. The electric

vehicle maker's stock has dropped

17 per cent since the company re-

ported its second-quarter earnings

on July 22.

Tesla missed analysts' profit esti-

mates for the first time in more

than two years and posted nega-

tive free cash flow as spending on

artificial intelligence and robotics

accelerated.

The company said higher operat-

ing expenses tied to AI investments, lower

average selling prices and weaker regula-

tory credit revenue weighed on profitabil-

ity despite an increase in vehicle deliver-

ies. Despite the near-term financial pres-

sure, Musk remains committed to an ag-

gressive investment strategy.

He has said Tesla plans to spend more than

$25 billion this year, nearly three times the

amount invested last year, to expand its ca-

pabilities in AI-powered self-driving tech-

nology, robotaxis and humanoid robots.

India’s ETF AUM grows over
 5 times in 5 years, retail
investor folios jump 11-fold: Report
Mumbai, Aug 6 : India’s Exchange-Traded

Funds (ETFs) have seen tremendous growth

over the last five years, with total Assets

Under Management (AUM) rising more than

five times and retail investor folios increas-

ing eleven-fold, a new report said on Thurs-

day.  The total AUM of ETFs in India grew

nearly 5.5 times between March 2020 and

March 2026, according to a new report re-

leased by Zerodha Fund House. By the end

of this period, ETFs accounted for Rs 8.38

lakh crore, making up around 13 per cent of

the overall Rs 65.74 lakh crore.

Gold posts 1.16 pc
weekly dip amid firmer dollar
Mumbai, Aug 6 : Gold prices dipped 1.16 per cent on

a weekly basis as higher US Treasury yields and a firmer

dollar capped safe-haven demand.

On Thursday, MCX gold August futures gained 0.06

per cent while MCX silver September futures dipped

1.13 per cent. Currently gold futures stand at Rs

1,41,599, while silver futures stood at Rs 2,17,488 per

kg. The price of 10 grams of 24-carat gold was at Rs

1,42,860 on Friday down from Rs 1,44,532 seen on

Monday market opening, according to data published

by the India Bullion and Jewellers Association (IBJA).

Gold and silver remained volatile through the week,

with bullion briefly rallying around 2 per cent after the

US Federal Reserve left interest rates unchanged. Gold

later extended those gains into Thursday as the dollar

softened later in the week.

"Silver was comparatively steady, trading within a rela-

tively narrow range, while the broader precious metals

complex maintained a cautious tone as investors awaited

fresh macroeconomic catalysts and greater clarity on

the Federal Reserve's policy path," an analyst said.

Commodity markets had a turbulent week as the US-

Iran conflict traversed multiple times from de-escalation to

renewed hostilities. Though crude prices eased, investors

are cautious about inflation fears lifting US Treasury yields

and supporting the dollar, both weighing on demand for non-

yielding precious metals. The Fed's relatively hawkish

stance, combined with a still-resilient labour market and

sticky inflation expectations driven by the recent rise in oil

prices, reduced expectations of near-term rate cuts and

pushed the implied probability of a September rate hike to

roughly 63 per cent. Iran's Revolutionary Guard turned back

tankers in the Strait of Hormuz, while Saudi Arabia con-

vened 43 countries to form a maritime coalition to protect

Red Sea shipping following a Houthi blockade.
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Punjab CM dedicates
two Schools of Eminence to Ludhiana
Ludhiana, Aug 6 : Punjab

Chief Minister Bhagwant

Mann on Thursday dedicated

two new Schools of Eminence

to Ludhiana, taking its tally in

the district to 16.  The new

campuses, equipped with mod-

ern classrooms, state-of-the-art

laboratories, an auditorium and

other advanced facilities, are

part of the state’s efforts to

strengthen public education

and provide world-class learn-

ing infrastructure to students.

Asserting that sustained invest-

ment in education has trans-

formed government schools

into institutions of excellence,

the Chief Minister said im-

proved infrastructure, overseas

teacher training and modern

teaching practices have led to

a growing preference for govern-

ment schools among parents.

CM Mann said Punjab has risen

from 27th to the number one po-

sition in school education across

the country, reaffirming his

government’s commitment to

building a healthy, educated and

drug-free Punjab through quality

education for every child.

The Chief Minister also spent time

interacting with students during

his visit to the newly inaugurated

School of Eminence. Mann visited

classrooms, science laboratories

and other academic facilities,

where he took stock of the mod-

ern infrastructure and interacted

with students about their studies,

scientific experiments and learn-

ing experience. CM Mann also

met teachers and school staff, ap-

preciating their dedication towards strengthening the

education system in the state. During the visit, sev-

eral students enthusiastically sought the Chief

Minister’s autograph, while some presented him with

handmade portraits as a token of affection and grati-

tude. At the function, a parent also presented the

Chief Minister with a bouquet and lauded the

government’s initiatives to transform the education

sector under his leadership. Addressing the gather-

ing, CM Mann said, “Today is a historic day for the

people of Punjab, especially for the residents of

Ludhiana. Two new Schools of Eminence buildings

at Kidwai Nagar and Miller Ganj are being dedi-

cated to the people.  “With these two additions,

Ludhiana now has 16 Schools of Eminence, making

it the first district in Punjab.

New Delhi, Aug 6 : Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP) MLA and Delhi government Spokes-

person Harish Khurana said on Thursday

that Aam Aadmi Party's Delhi convener

Saurabh Bharadwaj's allegation of school

bicycle scam in the city is "baseless" and

an "attempt to divert public attention from

the scams in Punjab".

Khurana said the AAP allegation, based on

the complaint of a business company, is an

attempt to shield Punjab Chief Minister

Bhagwant Singh Mann, who is caught in a

web of scams, including the one linked to

school bags, and six separate exam paper

leak cases.

He said AAP Convenor Arvind Kejriwal

and his party leaders have lost their mental

balance due to the defeat of Delhi.

Khurana has added that the Punjab govern-

ment made a tailor-made tender and ex-

cluded all the local companies of Punjab

from the tender process and then a com-

pany from Delhi bought four lakh bags with

government money for free distribution to

Delhi govt junks AAP
allegation of school bicycle scam

the students of Class 11 and

Class 12 in government

schools.

The BJP leader said the bags

were made in the colours of

'AAP' flag -- yellow and blue

-- and the Chief Minister's

photo was also affixed on

them.

Distribution of bags made us-

ing the ruling party’s flag

colours is like bribing stu-

dents of Class 11 and Class

12 who will vote for the first

time after 18 years in Punjab

elections next year, he

added. Khurana said that the

businessmen who manufac-

ture and sell school bags in

Punjab are angry with the

AAP government for pur-

chasing four lakh school

bags from outside Punjab at

arbitrary prices.

Rana Sanga a ‘traitor’: Islamic
cleric Tauqeer Raza stirs fresh row
Bareilly, Aug 6 : Islamic

cleric Tauqeer Raza on

Thursday reiterated the label

of “traitor” for Rajput ruler

Rana Sanga, mirroring a re-

cent statement by

Samajwadi Party (SP) MP

Ramji Lal Suman.

During a press conference,

Raza said: “Babur didn’t

come to India; he was invited

to come. Babur never did any

attack on India. Babur at-

tacked Ibrahim Lodhi. But

Rana Sanga was the one who

cheated him (Babur). He

(Rana Sanga) asked Babur to

start capturing from Delhi,

while Rana Sanga was sup-

posed to start from Agra. So,

the motive of Rana Sanga

was to make Babur attack

India.”

Raza further alleged that he

(Rana Sanga) only wanted

Babur to come and loot In-

dia and do destruction of

Delhi so that Rana Sanga could become ruler. “Rana

Sanga broke his promise to Babur. Angered by Rana

Sanga’s breach of promise, Babur attacked India.

Rana Sanga cheated and betrayed his own coun-

try,” he added.

Earlier, Samajwadi Party (SP) MP Ramji Lal

Suman, during a Parliament session, also branded

Rana Sanga a “traitor”, leading to controversy.

Suman claimed the 16th-century Rajput ruler in-

vited Mughal ruler Babur to defeat Ibrahim Lodi,

ultimately paving the way for the Mughal Empire.

The MP’s statement triggered a backlash, with Karni

Sena activists vandalising his Agra residence near

Hari Parvat Chauraha on Wednesday.

New Delhi, Aug 6 : An India-

funded housing initiative is

emerging as a key pillar of Sri

Lanka’s efforts to improve liv-

ing conditions for underprivi-

leged families and strengthen

long-standing bilateral ties, ac-

cording to a report.

According to a report by ‘Ceylon

News 24 News Web’, the latest

phase of the Indian Housing

Project marks another milestone

in the development partnership

between India and Sri Lanka, re-

flecting New Delhi’s continued

support for the island nation as

it rebuilds its economy and so-

cial infrastructure following re-

cent financial challenges.

India-backed housing project
advances Sri Lanka’s
affordable housing drive: Report

Haridwar strengthens cleanliness, security
measures as Kanwar Yatra draws lakhs of devotees
Haridwar, Aug 6 : As the

Kanwar Yatra progresses, au-

thorities in Uttarakhand's

Haridwar have put in place ex-

tensive cleanliness, security

and crowd-management mea-

sures to ensure the smooth con-

duct of the annual pilgrimage

and provide a safe and hassle-

free experience for the lakhs of

devotees arriving in the holy

city.  The Kanwar Yatra began

on July 30, coinciding with the

first day of the sacred month

of Sawan, and will conclude on

August 11 with the Sawan

Shivratri Jal Abhishek.

Every year, the pilgrimage attracts

Lord Shiva devotees from across

the country, who collect holy wa-

ter from the River Ganga in

Haridwar and carry it to Shiva

temples in different parts of north-

ern India.

Speaking to IANS, Haridwar Mu-

nicipal Commissioner Nandan

Kumar said, "During the Kanwar

Yatra, a large number of devotees

visit, so we arrange toilets in large numbers. We

have currently installed around 300 FRP and steel

toilets, along with nearly 60 mobile toilets that will

remain available in the municipal area.

Sahibganj (Jharkhand),

Aug 6 : A woman and her

lover have been arrested

from Ratanpur village in

Jharkhand’s Sahibganj dis-

trict for the murder of her 15-

year-old son, police said on

Thursday. The accused have

been identified as Meenu

Devi and Rohit Sah. Both

were taken into custody and

later sent to judicial custody

after they were produced in

a court. According to police

officials, the crime came to

light during an investigation

into the suspicious death of

a teenager, Ayush. Prelimi-

nary findings revealed that

Meenu Devi was involved in

an illicit relationship with

Sah, who is her nephew.

Police said that on February

7, when Meenu Devi’s hus-

band, Hemant Sah, had

stepped out for some work,

Rohit Sah visited the house.

During this time, Ayush saw

the two in a compromising

position and began shouting.

Woman, lover arrested
for murder of
15-year-old son in Jharkhand

New Delhi, Aug 6 : In a major de-

velopment, the Delhi Police Crime

Branch on Thursday apprehended a

notorious criminal named Rahul

Ranjan from Jahangirpuri after

months of pursuit. The criminal was

on the run and wanted in at least two

cases of the Arms Act and theft.  The

notorious criminal is a habitual of-

fender and has been involved in

about 50 cases, including robbery,

snatching, theft, NDPS, attempt to

murder and more, informed the po-

lice.

The Crime Branch, acting on a tip-

off on Sunday, reached the spot

where he was hiding and took him

into custody. For months, he had

been changing his place of stay to

evade arrest.

Secret information about Rahul

Ranjan was received by a police

head constable.

Delhi : Notorious criminal
nabbed under Arms Act, has
history of 50 criminal cases

Chennai, Aug 6 : Viduthalai

Chiruthaigal Katchi (VCK)

President Thol. Thirumavalavan

said on Thursday that India's Gen

Z is emerging as a powerful and

unpredictable political force,

with its unconventional methods

of mobilisation and protest chal-

lenging traditional political strat-

egies and compelling govern-

Gen Z's new age protests are reshaping India's political landscape, says VCK chief Thirumavalavan
ments to respond.  Speaking at a

programme, Thirumavalavan added

that it was becoming increasingly

difficult for political parties and

leaders to anticipate what young

people wanted and the kind of so-

cial and political changes they ex-

pected.

The attitudes, priorities and meth-

ods adopted by the younger genera-

tion were markedly different from

those associated with conventional

political movements, the VCK

President said.

Referring to recent youth-led pro-

tests, the VCK leader added that

large numbers of young people had

mobilised and succeeded in putting

pressure on the Union government.

He noted that campaigns driven by

young activists, particularly through social media and other

digital platforms, had demonstrated a capacity to build mo-

mentum rapidly and take political establishments by surprise.

Thirumavalavan said traditional opposition parties, includ-

ing the Congress and the Communist parties, had organised

several protests on major public issues over the years. How-

ever, he added that the latest generation of protesters had

shown that decentralised mobilisation, online campaigns and

unconventional forms of agitation could sometimes produce

political results more quickly than established methods.
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New Delhi, Aug 6 : Prime Minister Narendra Modi on

Thursday hailed women’s power as the hallmark of a strong

India saying that mothers, sisters and daughters are enhanc-

ing the pride of “Bharatvarsha” in every field.

In a post on X, PM Modi wrote, “Our women’s power is

the hallmark of a strong India. The mothers, sisters, and

daughters of the nation are enhancing the pride of

Bharatvarsha in every field today with their unbreakable

Enhancing pride of Bharatvarsha in every
field: PM Modi hails women’s power as ‘hallmark of strong India’

resolve, devotion, and

spirit of service.”

The Prime Minister

also shared a Sanskrit

verse, offering saluta-

tions to Goddess

Ambika and invoking

her blessings for the

nation's welfare. The verse read: “We of-

fer our reverent salutations to Ambika -

worshipped by all the gods and great sages

- who, through her divine power.

Dhaka, Aug 6 : The recent ex-

pulsion of Gazi Nazrul Islam, a

lawmaker of Bangladesh's

Jamaat-e-Islami party, over ac-

cusations of “moral turpitude”,

followed by allegations that he

assaulted members of his own

staff, has put the radical Islam-

ist outfit under intense scrutiny.

Jamaat attempted to salvage its

image by cutting ties with the

lawmaker, but only after facing

widespread public criticism and

media attention, a report has

stated. “Bangladesh Jamaat-e-

Islami has long presented itself

as the moral alternative to the

country's traditional political

parties. It has built its political
New Delhi, Aug 6 : India's former High Commis-

sioner to Bangladesh, Pinak Ranjan Chakravarty,

on Thursday termed the conviction of former

Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina as "po-

litical vendetta", asserting that all those in power

in Dhaka currently have a "visceral hatred" for her

and the Awami League party.  In an interview with

the IANS, Chakravarty stated that Bangladesh's in-

terim government led by Chief Advisor Muhammad

Yunus lacks support and warned that the verdict

against Hasina might lead to more turbulence in

Bangladesh. When asked whether death sentence

given to Sheikh Hasina is result of fair judicial pro-

cess, he responded, "I think by all accounts, it is

political vendetta, which they have been pursuing

for quite some time because people who are in

power in Dhaka have a visceral hatred for Hasina

and the Awami League for a few reasons. One of

them is that the Jamaat-e-Islami, which is now call-

ing the shots, participated in the agitation and is

now pressurising the government to do all these

things like the death sentence because their own

leaders who participated in the genocide and helped

Bangladesh: Jamaat’s moral standards
questioned amid controversy over its lawmaker

identity on the promise that faith-

based politics would produce

cleaner governance, stronger ac-

countability and higher ethical stan-

dards than the patronage-driven

politics that has defined Bangladesh

for decades. That claim is now fac-

ing its first real test,” according to a

report published in leading

Bangladeshi newspaper, Daily Sun.

Emphasising that power does not

create character but merely reveals

it, the report said the party

leadership's attitude towards women

has been particularly disturbing.

“Top leaders of Jamaat have pub-

licly stated that a woman cannot

lead the party because, in their in-

terpretation of Islam.

Yunus govt has 'visceral hatred'
for Hasina, Awami League: Former diplomat

the Pakistani army in 1971

were convicted by this tribu-

nal and were executed. This

tribunal, of course, was set up

by Hasina." "So, they blame

Hasina for revenge and now

they seek revenge. The stu-

dents also feel that she used

too much excessive force

which killed a lot of people --

almost, I think 1200 to 1400

people -- and so they are also

seeking revenge.

The third party which is seek-

ing revenge is Professor Yunus

himself because he also had a

lot of difficulties and was very

bitter about Hasina because

she had filed many cases or got

them filed against him for tax

evasion, money laundering,

etc.

 So, I think that is also a fac-

New Delhi, Aug 6 : Decades of

neglect in the Pakistan-Occupied

Kashmir (PoK) is snowballing

into a movement that may have

similarities with the 1971

Bangladesh Liberation War, ac-

cording to a media report.

The region recently came into the

spotlight following police crack-

down against civilian demonstra-

tors. PoK, over the past few years,

has been engulfed in unrest,

driven by a grassroots movement

over economic hardships and en-

trenched political structures, geo-

politics commentator Ravi Verma

wrote in 'The Secretariat'.

He mentioned that the Jammu

Kashmir Joint Awami Action

Committee (JAAC), a coalition of

traders, activists, and civil soci-

ety groups, has been spearhead-

ing the protests since 2023, and

the economic grievances have

evolved into a broader political

struggle.

The current protests in the region

have been largely triggered by

soaring inflation, high electricity

tariffs, and high costs for staple

subsidised goods.

'PoK unrest result of
long neglect in the region

Seoul, Aug 6 : The leader of

South Korea's ruling Democratic

Party (DP) said Thursday that

discussions on a possible merger

with the minor liberal Rebuild-

ing Korea Party will be put on

hold until after the June local

elections.

South Korea: Democratic Party puts
merger talks with minor party on hold

CCI gives Adani Group clean chit in SECI tender case
New Delhi, Aug 6 : The

Competition Commission of

India (CCI) has given a clean

chit to Adani Enterprises and

Adani Green Energy in a

SECI tender case, finding no

prima facie case of contra-

vention of fair market com-

petition norms warranting an

investigation.

"Upon consideration of the

facts and circumstances of

the present case, the Commis-

sion is of the view that there

is no prima facie case of con-

travention of provisions of

Sections 3 and 4 of the Com-

petition Act warranting an inves-

tigation into the matter. Therefore,

the matter is directed to be closed

forthwith under Section 26(2) of

the Act," the CCI ruling stated.

Regarding the allegation of abuse

of dominant position by the Adani

Group, the Commission noted that

power in India is generated

through various sources such as

coal, solar, wind, hydro and

nuclear.

It added that both private and pub-

lic sector companies operate in the

power generation market.

The Commission observed that

the Informant had not placed on

record any evidence to establish

why solar power, or public and

private power generation compa-

nies, should be treated as distinct

markets.

It further noted that the power gen-

eration market in India comprises

several significant players, includ-

ing National Thermal Power Cor-

poration, Power Grid Corporation

of India Ltd., Tata Power Co. Ltd.,

Torrent Power and Reliance

Power. The Adani Group, there-

fore, prima facie, does not appear

to be a dominant player in the mar-

ket.

Even in the renewable energy seg-

ment, other promi-

nent players such as

Tata Power, JSW En-

ergy and Suzlon En-

ergy are present, the

Commission noted.

The Commission also

observed that the al-

legation of deriving

benefits such as

cross-subsidisation

and economies of

scale from other

Adani Group entities

does not establish

dominance under

Section 4 of the Act.

Regarding other allegations -- including

leveraging, exclusion, creation of entry

barriers, bid rigging and discrimination -

- the Commission said no cogent evidence

had been produced by the Informant.

With regard to clause-specific allegations,

the Commission observed that no evi-

dence was provided to show that the Re-

quest for Selection (RfS) documents were

designed to favour only large players.

Washington, Aug 6 : The US

House of Representatives has

passed a bill that would push to

exclude China from major inter-

national financial institutions if

Beijing poses an immediate

threat to Taiwan.

The legislation, introduced by

Rep. Frank D. Lucas of Okla-

homa, is known as the PRO-

TECT Taiwan Act. It would

make it US policy to seek the

removal of Chinese representa-

tives from key multilateral bod-

ies if the president notifies Con-

gress that China poses an imme-

diate threat to Taiwan’s security.

Under the Taiwan Relations Act,

the president must inform Con-

gress if such a threat arises. If

that notification is made, the bill

calls for excluding China from

organizations such as the Group

of 20 major economies, the Fi-

nancial Stability Board and the

Basel Committee on Banking

Supervision.

“The United States’ response to

an invasion of Taiwan should be

robust and include numerous

sanctions and economic penal-

ties.

US House passes
bill targeting China over Taiwan

Tehran, Aug 6 : In an irony

of sorts, Iran has reiterated an

offer to mediate between Pa-

kistan and Afghanistan to sit

across the negotiating table

and resolve the neighbours’

ongoing border clashes and

occasional raids into each

other’s territory.

Irony, because earlier Pakistan

offered to help reconcile Iran

and the United States; that ef-

fort began with considerable

Iran reiterates offer to mediate Af-Pak conflict
ambition, but the effective efforts

later came from Qatar. The

Islamabad Memorandum of Un-

derstanding, a provisional ar-

rangement intended to end the

war, served as an impressive dip-

lomatic menu that failed to meet

the diners’ taste.

Meanwhile, Pakistan itself has

been slipping further into domes-

tic chaos, its global ambitions

marred by internal pressures. Eco-

nomic distress, political dysfunc-

tion, military might dictating po-

litical and diplomatic processes,

and running feuds with

neighbours have all led to the

slide. For a long time, Islamabad

has actively been trying to keep

Washington happy, including its

foray into recent peacemaking

even as a war with Afghanistan

was raging in its backyard. Simi-

larly, it allied with the United

States in launching a not-so-covert

war in Afghanistan against Soviet

invasion in the 1980s, which its

own defence minister has since

criticised. Earlier, it joined the

Washington-led Baghdad Pact in

the 1950s, which was intended to

keep then-Soviet Russia from ex-

panding. Later, Pakistan’s Presi-

dent Ayub Khan had claimed that

Islamabad was losing faith in the

pact due to its inability to help al-

lies. The statement came after

Pakistan’s Civil War within and its

defeat by India in successive

battles. Islamabad has also tried

to help the United States and

China in diplomatic rapproche-

ment. Through this, it is maintain-

ing an “all-weather” relation-

ship with Beijing even while

pushing closer relations with

the Islamic world.
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Mumbai, Aug 6  : The

Maharashtra government has

decided to establish separate

Ready Reckoner (RR) rates

for skyscrapers and slums lo-

cated within the same vicin-

ity. Moving away from the

uniform pricing model, future

property rates will be

categorised on the basis of

infrastructure and amenities

available in the respective ar-

eas.

State Revenue Minister

Chandrashekhar Bawankule

on Thursday announced the

decision while marking the

Maha to introduce separate
Ready Reckoner rates for skyscrapers, slums

completion of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi’s 12 years in of-

fice. The RR rate is the minimum

property value fixed by the gov-

ernment for a specific locality. No

property can be legally registered

below this benchmark.

Minister Bawankule said a com-

prehensive three-phase survey

campaign has been launched

across the state using micro-zon-

ing techniques, beginning with

Mumbai.

The Maharashtra Remote Sensing

Applications Centre (MRSAC)

has been officially appointed to

spearhead the survey.

The Revenue Department has

initiated the process in accor-

dance with the Maharashtra

Stamp (Second Amendment)

Government Bill No. 9, which

was introduced in the Legisla-

tive Council during the Budget

Session of the state legislature.

The Revenue Department is

fast-tracking preparations to

implement the decision by the

next financial year immedi-

ately after the completion of

the survey.

Lucknow, Aug 6  : As the Union Home Minis-

try issued fresh guidelines mandating that all six

stanzas of 'Vande Mataram' be sung or played at

designated government functions and in schools

across the country, Shia Muslim cleric Kalbe

Jawad on Thursday said there should be free-

dom and that it cannot be forced on anyone.

The new rules also state that when both the na-

tional song and the national anthem are per-

formed at the same event, 'Vande Mataram' must

precede 'Jana Gana Mana'.

Reacting to the guidelines, the Lucknow-based

cleric said that people should have the freedom

to choose whether they want to recite the song

or not. He also pointed out that Bankim Chandra

Chatterjee wrote 'Vande Mataram' during Brit-

ish rule and said it was originally meant as a

message against colonial rulers.

Talking to IANS, Kalbe Jawad said: "There

should be freedom, whether you read it or not.

You cannot force anything on anyone. You can-

not force religion on anyone. This is a religious

slogan."

'There should be freedom, can’t force it
on anyone': Shia cleric Kalbe
Jawad on new 'Vande Mataram' protocol

Kathmandu, Aug 6 : Construction of a

school building at Khajura Rural Mu-

nicipality in the western Banke district

of Nepal's Lumbini Province has begun

with financial assistance from the Gov-

ernment of India, the Indian Embassy

said.

Gitanjali Brandon, Counsellor at the

Embassy of India in Kathmandu, and

Dambar Bahadur B K, Chairman of

Khajura Rural Municipality, jointly laid

the foundation stone for a new building

for Shree Jana Kalyan Secondary

School.

The Indian government will provide ap-

proximately NPR 32 million under its

High Impact Community Development

Project (HICDP) programme to con-

struct the infrastructure.

According to the Embassy, the project

will be implemented through Khajura

Rural Municipality. It is the eighth

HICDP undertaken in Banke district

with Indian assistance.

Nepal: Construction of
another school building begins
with Indian assistance

New Delhi, Aug 6 : Minister

of State for Ayush Prataprao

Jadhav on Thursday kicked

off discussions at the

“Chintan Shivir 2026,” an

event organised to discuss

key policies, strengthen insti-

tutions, and plan the future of

the Ayush sector. Jadhav said

that the Chintan Shivir re-

flects the government’s re-

solve to strengthen policy di-

rection and effective imple-

mentation in the Ayush sec-

tor. Building on the founda-

tion of the first Shivir, he

noted that the current con-

clave aims to review

progress, identify gaps, and

chart a practical, future-ready

roadmap. He also highlighted

the growing relevance of

Ayush in addressing lifestyle

disorders through its holistic

approach, aligned with the vi-

sion of “One Earth, One Fam-

ily, One Future” and the call

Prataprao Jadhav leads
discussion on future of Ayush sector

for “Heal in India, Heal by In-

dia.” The two-day strategic

brainstorming event in Delhi will

witness various sessions dedi-

cated to diverse Ayush domains

and is scheduled to conclude on

Friday. Jadhav said that the in-

creased budgetary allocation re-

flects the government’s commit-

ment to strengthening education,

research, infrastructure, and glo-

bal outreach in the Ayush sector.

He emphasised the need for evi-

dence-based research, inter-min-

isterial convergence, and a

whole-of-government approach,

while calling for greater focus

on innovation, digitalisation,

entrepreneurship, and public

awareness.

Urging stakeholders to trans-

late deliberations into action-

able outcomes at the grassroots

level, he expressed confidence

that Ayush will play a key role

in achieving the vision of Viksit

Bharat 2047.

Canberra, Aug 6 : South Aus-

tralian state authorities are in-

vestigating a mass bird mortal-

ity event after more than 80

dead and sick greater crested

terns were found on an island

off the state's southeast coast.

Testing is underway to deter-

mine whether the birds were

infected with the H5 strain of

avian influenza, the Australian

Broadcasting Corporation

(ABC) reported on Thursday.

State aerial surveillance on Fri-

day detected 49 dead and 35

sick greater crested terns on

Baudin Rocks, about five km

south of Cape Jaffa, the ABC

reported. The state's Chief Vet-

erinary Officer Skye Fruean

said it was "very unlikely" the

birds would test negative for

H5, although laboratory results

were still pending. The state of

South Australia has now re-

corded 39 of Australia's 53 con-

firmed H5 bird flu cases, ac-

cording to official updates,

Xinhua news agency reported.

Australian Chief Veterinary

Officer Beth Cookson said the

risk to agriculture.

South Australia
investigates mass tern deaths
amid suspected H5 bird flu

Aizawl, Aug 6 : Assam Rifles,

along with Customs, have

seized a large consignment of

smuggled areca nuts, also

known as Burmese Betel nuts,

valued at Rs 1.79 crore in

Mizoram, officials said on

Thursday.

A defence spokesman said that

Assam Rifles troopers and Cus-

toms officials, in a joint raid,

recovered 321 bags of areca

nuts, which were found

dumped in a jungle near Zote-

Tlangsam crossing point in

Champhai district on Wednes-

day night.

The areca nuts, smuggled from

Myanmar, were dumped in the

jungle with the intention to

ferry them to other parts of In-

dia. The recovered items have

been handed over to the Cus-

Another haul of areca nutsAnother haul of areca nutsAnother haul of areca nutsAnother haul of areca nutsAnother haul of areca nuts
smuggled from Myanmar seized in Mizoramsmuggled from Myanmar seized in Mizoramsmuggled from Myanmar seized in Mizoramsmuggled from Myanmar seized in Mizoramsmuggled from Myanmar seized in Mizoram

toms Preventive Force in

Champhai. This is the second con-

signment of Myanmar areca nuts

seized in Mizoram within nine

days. Assam Rifles and Customs

officials, in a joint operation on

March 21, seized a consignment

of areca nuts, contained in 180

bags, valued at Rs 1.08 crore from

the same district. Champhai,

which shares an unfenced border

with Myanmar, is a hotspot for the

smuggling of various drugs, for-

eign cigarettes, areca nuts, arms

and ammunition, and exotic ani-

mals and their parts.

Large-scale smuggling of areca

nuts from Myanmar is seriously

affecting farmers in Assam,

Mizoram and Tripura, where be-

tel nuts grow in large quantities.

Mizoram Chief Minister

Lalduhoma had said on Friday that

due to the illegal import of

'areca nut' from Myanmar, lo-

cal cultivators in the state

have faced serious challenges

in selling their produce at

competitive prices. Address-

ing the training-cum-seminar

on 'Scientific Methods of Cul-

tivation of Areca nut and Pest

Management', he emphasised

that the government is work-

ing diligently to address these

difficulties and take corrective

measures.

Guwahati, Aug 6 : Assam

Chief Minister Himanta

Biswa Sarma on Thursday

highlighted the state's efforts

to improve the investment cli-

mate, saying entrepreneurs

can now register and start their

businesses through the Ease of

Doing Business (EoDB) por-

tal in just seven simple steps.

In a post on social media plat-

form X, Sarma said: “Doing

business in Assam has never

been this easy. Through the

Ease of Doing Business por-

tal, a one-stop solution to all

your business needs, you can

register and start your business

in just seven easy steps.”

Assam simplifies business
registration through
single-window portal: CM Sarma

New Delhi, Aug 6 : BJP Na-

tional Spokesperson Tuhin

Sinha launched a scathing at-

tack on the Congress party on

Thursday, accusing it of align-

ing with radical groups and

displaying separatist tenden-

cies.

Drawing parallels with pre-

Congress is modern-day
Muslim League: BJP's Tuhin Sinha

Independence politics, Sinha

claimed that the Congress has

effectively become the “modern-

day Muslim League.”

“I have said before and I repeat

today that the Congress party is

the modern-day Muslim

League,” Tuhin Sinha said, re-

ferring to the recent bypoll in

Kerala where the Welfare Party

of India, affiliated with Jamaat-

e-Islami, extended support to the

Congress-led UDF candidate

Aryadan Shoukath.“Recently, in

the Kerala bypolls, Congress

colluded with the Jamaat-e-

Islami affiliated party and

sought their support,” he added.

Aizawl, Aug 6 : Mizoram Police, in two separate op-

erations conducted over the past 24 hours, arrested three

drug peddlers, including two residents of Rajasthan,

and seized narcotic substances worth an estimated Rs

2.35 crore, officials said on Thursday.

A senior police official said that a vehicle travelling

from Manipur towards Aizawl was intercepted by po-

lice personnel in Saitual district on the outskirts of

Keifang. The vehicle was being driven by Somraj (32).

Mizoram: Drugs valued
at Rs 2.35 crore seized, 3 arrested

During a thorough inspec-

tion, police recovered 71

packets of suspected opium

fluid concealed inside vari-

ous compartments.

Anganwadi centres’ vital role
is to shape young minds: Gujarat child rights chief
Ahmedabad, Aug 6  : A kit

and  pr ize  d is t r ibu t ion

programme was organised

on Thursday for Anganwadi

children by Mahila Seva

Sangh in  Chandkheda ,

where Gujarat State Com-

mission for Protection of

Child Rights (GSCPCR).
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Jerusalem, Aug 6 : The conflict

involving Iran exposed the real-

ity of China being one of the

principal enablers of Pakistan

and Iran, two of Israel's most

consequential adversaries, a re-

port said.

"Unlike the United States or

Russia, China has built its influ-

ence without alliances or expe-

ditionary deployments, relying

instead on arms transfers, dual-

use technology, industrial coop-

eration, economic investment

and diplomatic cover. The effect

has been the steady strengthen-

ing of states that often share an

interest in limiting Israeli and

China became principal enabler of military capabilities of Israel's adversaries : Report
American reach across the re-

gion and actively empowering

terrorists against Israel," said

Sergio Restelli in a report on the

Times of Israel.

It said the pattern is clearly il-

lustrated with Pakistan, as for

more than three decades, China

has turned Islamabad into its

closest military partner.

"The Pakistan Air Force now re-

lies heavily on Chinese-built air-

craft, including the JF-17 and

the J-10CE, while its Navy is ac-

quiring Chinese submarines and

frigates and its missile and air

defence systems have benefited

from extensive Chinese coop-

eration," the report highlighted.

China remains one of Iran's prin-

cipal strategic partners even

with international sanctions lim-

iting conventional arms trans-

fers for years, making it no less

significant.

"Chinese firms have supplied

dual-use technologies, industrial

equipment and components tied

to sectors that support Iran's

military industry. The 25-year

strategic cooperation agreement

signed in 2021 deepened this

relationship further, expanding

cooperation in energy, infra-

structure, technology and secu-

rity," the report noted.

For their part, Iran and Pakistan

also steadily expanded security

cooperation along their shared

border, which faces insurgent

threats. The two countries built

mechanisms for military coordi-

nation after repeated border cri-

ses, and intelligence exchanges

on opposition groups became

routine.

"China sits at the centre of this

triangle, maintaining deep mili-

tary ties with Pakistan while cul-

tivating a broad strategic part-

nership with Iran. There is little

public evidence of a formal tri-

lateral intelligence arrangement

aimed at Israel, but China is well

positioned to benefit from infor-

mation generated through its ties

to both countries, since military

exercises, defence dialogues,

technology cooperation and se-

curity consultations all create

channels for information flow

that would not otherwise exist,"

Restelli emphasised in the Times

of Israel report.

The report noted that with Iran's

proxy network extending across

Islamabad, Aug 6 : The death

toll in Pakistan during this

year's monsoon season from

June 26 to August 1 rose to

196, while the number of in-

jured people climbed to 404,

local media reported on Sun-

day, citing the National Disas-

ter Management Authority

(NDMA). The primary cause

for fatalities in Pakistan dur-

ing monsoon season was elec-

trocution, followed by flash

floods, drowning, lightning

and other rain-related incidents

like house collapse and falling

of trees.

In the report on Thursday, the

NDMA said that four people

were killed in rain-related in-

Monsoon death toll in Pakistan rises to 126, over 400 injured
cidents, including drowning and

lightning, during the past 24 hours.

Furthermore, 16 people were in-

jured during the past 24 hours,

with the maximum number of ca-

sualties reported in Punjab,

Pakistan's The Express Tribune

reported. According to the report,

47 people died while 295 people

were injured in Punjab from June

26 to August 1. A total of 55

people died, and 82 others were

injured in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

between June 26 and August 1. As

many as five people died, and

seven others were injured in

Sindh, while Balochistan saw

eight deaths and 15 injuries.

In the statement, the NDMA men-

tioned that nine people were res-

cued in Punjab, five people in

Sindh and two people in Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa during the rescue

operations conducted during the

past 24 hours, The Express Tri-

bune reported.

Earlier in July, road access to sev-

eral parts of Pakistan-occupied

Gilgit-Baltistan (PoGB) remained

cut off as flash floods and glacial

lake outburst floods (Glofs) con-

tinue to damage highways and

hamper restoration efforts.

Thousands of residents and tour-

ists remained stranded as road clo-

sures severed access to several

valleys. Flood-hit communities

also continued to face shortages

of drinking water, electricity and

communication services," the

daily Dawn reported. According to residents of

Hisper Valley in Nagar district, patients and stu-

dents were facing severe hardships. People were

facing a shortage of food, medicine and other

essential supplies, Dawn reported. People from

Diamer, Astore, Ghizer and other affected dis-

tricts of PoGB also complained of facing elec-

tricity and water supply disruption along with

shortage of essential commodities.

Seoul, Aug 6 : The South Korean

Navy's 3,100-ton frigate Daejeon has

won the top honour at a live-fire gun-

nery competition held during this year's

Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) exercise,

the service said on Thursday.

The ROKS Daejeon scored the highest

points among 13 warships from 10

countries that took part in the Naval

Surface Fire Support (NSFS) Rodeo

competition held in Hawaii last month,

according to the Navy.

It marked the first time in 16 years that

a South Korean warship took the top

prize since the Navy's King Sejong the

Great destroyer won the competition in

2010, Yonhap News Agency reported.

Launched in 1971, RIMPAC is a bien-

nial exercise designed to enhance co-

operation among participating coun-

tries in securing sea lines of communi-

cation and countering potential secu-

rity challenges at sea. South Korea

served as the commander of the Com-

bined Force Maritime Component dur-

ing RIMPAC conducted in and around

the Hawaiian Islands, making it the first

Asian country and the fourth non-US

participant to assume the commanding

role. The gunnery competition took

place on July 12, but the results were

announced during the closing cer-

emony of the exercise held on Thurs-

day. On July 29, a senior US Navy of-

ficial described South Korea's role in

leading combined maritime forces dur-

ing a multinational exercise as a "his-

toric leadership milestone," as he

pointed out a core theme of the exer-

cise -- shared responsibility. Vice Adm.

Jeffrey Jablon, deputy commander of

the US Pacific Fleet.

South Korean warship
ROKS Daejeon gets ‘top gun’
honour at RIMPAC

Seoul, Aug 6 : The South Korean unifica-

tion ministry has explained to the United

States that Unification Minister Chung Dong-

young identified North Korea's Kusong re-

gion as the third location housing a uranium

enrichment facility based on publicly avail-

able information, officials said Thursday.  In

a rare revelation of information about North

Korea, Chung said in a parliamentary ses-

sion in March that North Korea is running

another uranium enrichment facility in the

northwestern region of Kusong, along with

previously reported ones in Yongbyon and

Kangson. The local newspaper DongA Ilbo

reported the US has strongly protested to

South Korea over Chung's remarks, citing the

revelation of sensitive information about the

North.

Seoul says it explained to US
background of unification minister's remarks on
North Korea's nuclear facility in Kusong

Iranian FM warns
US against 'adventurous' actions
Tehran, Aug 6 : Iranian For-

eign Minister Seyed Abbas

Araghchi warned the United

States against taking any "ad-

venturous" actions, saying

those responsible would bear

the consequences, according to

Iran's semi-official Mehr news

agency.

Araghchi made the remarks

during separate phone conver-

sations with Pakistan's Chief of

Army Staff Asim Munir, Turk-

ish Foreign Minister Hakan

Fidan and Saudi Foreign Min-

ister Prince Faisal bin Farhan

Al Saud, during which they

exchanged views on the latest

regional developments, Mehr

said in a report.

Araghchi told Munir and Fidan

that Iran was fully prepared to

safeguard its national sover-

eignty, territorial integrity and

national security, and would re-

spond decisively to any act of

aggression, reports Xinhua news

agency. In talks with his Saudi

counterpart, Araghchi warned that

any hostile US or Israeli action,

as well as any regional support for

it, would draw a firm, proportion-

ate response from Iran's armed

forces, it added.

Also on Saturday, Iran's Foreign

Ministry accused the United

States of violating the peace

memorandum of understanding

they reached mid-June, citing its

continued strikes on Iranian tar-

gets, blockade on Iranian ports and

commercial shipping, and

stepped-up economic pressure.

In a statement, the ministry vowed

to continue to resist US "unlaw-

ful aggression" and to firmly de-

fend its national dignity and inde-

pendence.

The remarks followed renewed

exchanges of airstrikes between

the United States and Iran after

days of pause.

Before the pause, the United

States had launched multiple

waves of strikes against Ira-

nian targets, saying they were

in response to Iranian attacks

on vessels in the Strait of

Hormuz and aimed at "de-

grading Iran's ability to

threaten commercial ship-

ping."  Earlier, Araghchi has

warned Britain against any

military cooperation with the

United States in carrying out

strikes on Iran. Araghchi

made the remarks during a

phone call with British For-

eign Secretary Ed Miliband

on Thursday.

Balochistan coal mine tragedy exposes hazards of Pakistan's mining industry: Report
Islamabad, Aug 6 : The recent

coal mine tragedy in the Spin

Karez area of Quetta in

Pakistan's Balochistan, which

claimed the lives of 34 miners,

has once again ripped open the

hazards of the country's min-

ing industry, according to a

local media report.

The workers were reportedly

several thousand feet under-

ground carrying out routine

mining operations on Thurs-

day morning when a powerful

methane gas explosion ripped

through the mine, triggering a

partial collapse and trapping

dozens of miners beneath the de-

bris. The unfortunate death of the

miners, who hailed from Shangla

district in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,

has plunged their hometown into

mourning as 22 of those dead be-

longed to Mian Kallay Pirabad in

the district, Aftab Hussain wrote

in The Express Tribune.

The remaining victims hailed

from neighbouring villages. Most

of the deceased were related to

one another or belonged to the

same extended families and clans.

In fact, several households have

lost more than one family mem-

ber, leaving several children or-

phaned and women widowed.

All the victim of the disaster had

travelled hundreds of kilometres

from Shangla to Balochistan in

search of work to support their

families.

"For decades, Shangla has re-

mained one of Pakistan's economi-

cally disadvantaged districts. Lim-

ited industrial development,

scarce employment opportunities,

poor agricultural productivity and

widespread unemployment have

forced thousands of young men to

seek work in coal mines across

Balochistan, Sindh, and Punjab,"

Hussain wrote. Local estimates

say that nearly 65 per cent of

Shangla's population depends di-

rectly or indirectly on coal min-

ing for its livelihood. Moreover,

it has evolved into a profession

passed down through generations

rather than merely being an occu-

pation. The Express Tribune noted

that similar coal mine mishaps

across Balochistan have claimed

the lives of hundreds of workers

from Shangla, while thousands

have been left permanently dis-

abled, in the past several decades.

"On several occasions, the bodies

of five or six workers have arrived

in Shangla within a single week,"

wrote Hussain.

According to social activists and

local residents, miners from

Shangla continue to work without

basic legal protection. "Most are

not formally registered with

government authorities and

lack access to social security,

the Employees' Old-Age Ben-

efits Institution (EOBI).

Lebanon, Syria, Iraq and Yemen,

and Pakistan having the largest

armed forces in the Islamic

world and remaining a nuclear

power, this is not an abstract

concern for Israel.

"While there is no concrete evi-

dence, it is assumed and possi-

bly a reality that a lot of Iran’s

nuclear technology comes from

Pakistan with tacit support from

China," the report noted.

"China rarely appears on the

battlefield, but its influence is

visible in the weapons systems,

industrial capacity and strategic

resilience of states whose inter-

ests often run counter to Israel's

own, and it deserves more atten-

tion than it has so far received,"

Restelli highlighted.
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Nurjahan Jamani gears up for ITTF World
Para Future after impressive showing in Kazakhstan
Ahmedabad, Aug 6 :

India's No. 1 para table

tennis player Nurjahan

Noorali Jamani will look

to build on her strong

showing in Kazakhstan

when she competes at the

ITTF World Para Future Lahti

2026 in Finland from August 28

to 30 at the Pajulahti Olympic

Training Center.

The World No. 27 reached the

quarterfinals at the recently con-

cluded ITTF World Para Future

Aktobe in Kazakhstan.

Nurjahan narrowly missed a

place in the last four by just

two points.

Three-match T20I series

added to India women's tour of SA
Johannesburg, Aug 6 :

Cricket South Africa (CSA) on

Thursday announced that a

three-match T20I series has

been added to the schedule for

the Indian women's cricket

team’s multi-format tour of

South Africa, set to happen in

December 2026. As per CSA,

the addition of T20I series in

the itinerary comes with an eye

to prepare for next year's inau-

gural ICC Women's Champions

Trophy, to be played in Sri Lanka

in February 2027. India had toured

South Africa for a five-time T20I

series in April this year as part of

preparation for the Women’s T20

World Cup, but they lost by 4-1.

The tour, scheduled to run from

December 9 to 30, will now con-

clude with the newly added T20I

series. A festive Boxing Day T20I

encounter will take place on De-

cember 26 at Willowmoore Park

in Benoni. The final two T20Is

will be played at the NWC Oval in

Potchefstroom on December 29

and 30 respectively.

The multi-format tour will kick off

with a one-off Test match at St

George’s Park in Gqeberha from

December 9 to 12. Following the

red-ball fixture, the two sides will

compete in a three-match ICC

Women's Championship (IWC)

ODI series across Paarl, Cape

Town, and Bloemfontein between

December 16 and 22.

Korea Masters: Anmol
bows out; Tanvi prevails into QFs
Asan city, Aug 6 : India's Anmol

Kharb's Korea Masters campaign

came to an end in the pre-

quarterfinals after a hard-fought loss

to Olympian Vu Thi Trang of Viet-

nam here on Thursday. Anmol suf-

fered a 23-21, 15-21, 21-18 loss

against an Olympian here at Asan Yi

Sun-sin Gymnasium on Thursday.

England recall Lawrence for first
two Tests against Pakistan, Cox to bat at No.3
New Delhi, Aug 6 : Jordan Cox is set to bat at the

crucial number three position, while batting all-

rounder Dan Lawrence has earned a Test recall

after two years after being named in England’s 16-

member squad for the first two Tests against Paki-

stan, starting on August 19 at Headingley.  Cox steps

into the top order to replace Jacob Bethell, who has

been ruled out of the entire three-match series after

failing to recover from a right knee injury.

'Jadeja’s experience on turning
tracks will be vital in Sri Lanka': Deep Dasgupta
New Delhi, Aug 6 : Former In-

dia wicketkeeper-batter Deep

Dasgupta believes senior left-

arm spin bowling all-rounder

Ravindra Jadeja’s vast experi-

ence of bowling on spin-

friendly tracks will be crucial

for the team during the upcom-

ing Test series in Sri Lanka,

starting on August 15.

With many players in the cur-

rent squad currently on their

first Test tour of Sri Lanka, Jadeja

and KL Rahul are the only play-

ers who have played red-ball

cricket before in the island nation.

Rahul was here on tours of 2015

and 2017, while Jadeja played

here in the 2017 trip, where India

won 3-0.

“If we talk about experience, this

is the first Test series for many

players in Sri Lanka. I think Jadeja

is a player who has played before.

Even on spin-friendly pitches, it's not like you come

and hit the ball, and you get the wicket. Instead, for

excelling there, a need for varying speed, line, and

length is needed.  “Like we have seen in fast bowling,

if you see a green pitch, a lot of the guys get carried

away and bowl short balls. There is lateral movement,

but the batter doesn't get out. Even on spin-friendly

pitches, it's an art to know the right line and length to

bowl, which then offers turn.  “Jadeja knows how to

use his experience. He has played in pitches like this

before, and in Sri Lanka as well. I think it will be im-

portant for him to share his experience.

Hockey India names Shileima
Chanu-led squad for Women’s Junior Asia Cup
New Delhi, Aug 6 : Hockey India

on Thursday announced the jun-

ior women’s team for the AHF

Junior Asia Cup 2026, scheduled

to be held in Moqi, China, from

August 30 to September 13.

The squad comprises 18 players

along with two alternate players

and will be led by midfielder

Khaidem Shileima Chanu, having

undergone an extensive period of

preparation under the guidance of

newly appointed coach Tim

White, who took charge of the

team earlier this year.

As part of their preparations for

the continental tournament, an

extended squad recently returned

from a productive exposure tour

of the United Kingdom. The tour

provided the players with valuable

international match experience

and key learnings, strengthening

preparations ahead of the Junior

Asia Cup.

The tournament will bring to-

gether the continent’s leading jun-

ior teams, serving as a key plat-

form for the next generation of

Asian hockey talent. The match

schedule and pool compositions

will be announced closer to the

start of the tournament.

“I am proud of the commitment

and determination these young

players have shown in earning

their place in the squad for the

Junior Asia Cup,” said coach

White. “Over the past few

months, they have worked tire-

lessly to improve every aspect of

their game, and I have seen them

grow both as individuals and as

a team.” White urged the play-

ers to make the most of this op-

portunity and consider it as a

launchpad to realise their bigger

dreams. “This tournament is an

important opportunity to test

ourselves against Asia’s best and

continue our journey towards

bigger goals. We will approach

every match with confidence

and discipline.

Football: Brazil
midfielder Danilo on Atalanta radar
Rio de Janeiro, Aug 5 : Brazil midfielder Danilo

dos Santos is close to joining Italian Serie A club

Atalanta, according to media reports. Danilo is

contracted to Botafogo until June 2029 with a re-

lease clause reportedly in excess of 30 million eu-

ros.

Manchester United, AC Milan and Zenit St Peters-

burg have also been linked with the 25-year-old.

Danilo has made 43 appearances for Botafogo, scor-

ing 11 goals and providing seven assists, since join-

ing the Rio de Janeiro club from Nottingham For-

est in July 2025. He has been capped eight times

for Brazil and represented his country at this year's

FIFA World Cup in the United States, Mexico and

Canada.

Meanwhile, Botafogo have reached an agreement

to sign forward Danilo Pereira on loan from

Scotland's Rangers, the Brazilian club said. The

27-year-old will be tied to

Botafogo until June 2027 with

an option to buy, the Rio de

Janeiro club said in a statement.

Danilo has scored 16 goals in

76 appearances for Rangers

since joining the club from

Feyenoord in July 2023. He is

Botafogo's sixth signing of

Brazil's current mid-season

transfer window, joining

Warleson, Gabriel Batista,

Paulinho, Lucas Monzon and

Domingos Andrade.

Botafogo are currently ninth in

the 20-team Brazilian Serie A

standings with 26 points from

19 outings.

I've won everything at Liverpool;
I want to help Spurs win trophies: Andy Robertson
New Delhi, Aug 6 : Andrew

Robertson opened up about his

decision to leave Liverpool

and join Tottenham Hotspur,

stating that he won everything

with Liverpool now he wants

to help Spurs win trophies.

Tottenham have signed Scot-

land captain Robertson on a

free transfer following the ex-

piration of his contract at

Liverpool in June after a re-

markable nine years at Anfield.

"Having played for Liverpool for

nine years is a long time. I gave

everything for the badge and won

everything there. But it's also ex-

citing to have a new challenge at

this stage of my career, and when

the Tottenham Hotspur opportu-

nity came up, I was excited to go

for it. Now that it's here, I'm look-

ing forward to settling in and giv-

ing my best for the fans.


