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Hectic parleys on among NDA partners
in Andhra for seat sharing in local body polls
Amaravati, Oct 13 : Hectic

parleys were on among NDA

partners in Andhra Pradesh

on Tuesday to finalise seat

sharing for the upcoming lo-

cal body elections.

Chief Minister and Telugu

Desam Party (TDP) Presi-

dent, N. Chandrababu Naidu,

intensified efforts to reach an

agreement with his allies Jana

Sena and BJP.

State BJP President, P.V.N.

Madhav met Chandrababu

Naidu and discussed the seat

sharing among partners in the

ruling NDA. This is the second

round of talks between the two

leaders in as many days.

Chandrababu Naidu wants to de-

cide the number of seats to be al-

lotted to Jana Sena before hold-

ing further talks with the BJP on

the number of seats to be left for

the saffron party.

Chandrababu Naidu, who is the

national president of the TDP, also

held talks with TDP state president

Palla Srinivasa Rao and minister

Nimmala Ramanaidu.

Later, Srinivasa Rao and

Ramanaidu went to Jana Sena of-

fice and held talks with Deputy

Chief Minister and Jana Sena

chief Pawan Kalyan.

Minister Nadendla Manohar,

Vamsi Krishna Yadav and other

Jana Sena leaders were also

present.

Jana Sena and TDP leaders will

be meeting Chief Minister Naidu

at his residence on Tuesday

night to finalise seat sharing.

The meeting is also likely to

discuss the candidates for key

local body elections.

The talks will be crucial as all

the three parties will be keen to

secure seats in proportion to

their strength.

New law for the protection
of BCs soon: Minister Kollu Ravindra
Amaravati, Oct  13: Minister

for Mines and Excise Kollu

Ravindra announced that a 'BC

Protection Act' would soon be

introduced to safeguard the in-

terests of Backward Classes

(BCs). He affirmed the coali-

tion government's commit-

ment to the political, eco-

nomic, and educational em-

powerment of the BC commu-

nity.

Gill, Shafali claim ICC Player
of the Month awards for September 2026
India ODI and Test captain

Shubman Gill and opener Shafali

Verma have been named the ICC

Men’s and Women’s Players of

the Month for September, respec-

tively, completing...

IMF sees oil at $95.74 in 2026, warns
energy importers face toughest squeeze
The International Monetary Fund

on Tuesday assumed oil prices will

average $95.74 a barrel this year,

up from $67.74 in 2025, and

warned that energy-importing

countries with little...

Tamil Nadu CM Vijay offers prayers
at Kanaka Durga Temple in Vijayawada
Vijayawada, Oct 13 : Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C.

Joseph Vijay offered prayers at the Kanaka Durga

Temple here.  After his arrival at Gannavaram Airport

by a special aircraft from Chennai, Vijay drove to the

famous hill shrine and offered prayers on the eve of

Dasara. The temple priests and officials accorded a warm

welcome to the Tamil Nadu Chief Minister as per the

temple traditions. Following the darshan, the priests ren-

dered Veda Ashirvachanam and presented him the sa-

cred offering. Vijay later left for his Andhra Pradesh

counterpart N. Chandrababu Naidu’s official residence

in Amaravati for talks on water sharing.

Chandrababu Naidu and Minister Nara Lokesh warmly

welcomed Chief Minister Vijay on his arrival at the

Chief Minister’s residence. During the meeting, Chief

Minister Chandrababu Naidu introduced Ministers P.

Narayana and Nimmala Ramanaidu, along with MP

Magunta Srinivasulu Reddy, to his Tamil Nadu coun-

terpart. The bilateral discussions are likely to focus on

inter-state water management, specifically expediting

the release of Krishna River water to Chennai under

the Telugu Ganga Project.  They are also likely to dis-

cuss the proposed interlinking of Godavari and Cauvery

rivers. The discussions come amid concern over the lim-

ited quantity of water received under the Telugu Ganga

project.  Andhra Pradesh is required to supply 12 tmc

annually to meet Chennai’s drinking water needs, but

Tamil Nadu had received only 2.251 tmc by the begin-

ning of October this year. CM Vijay is expected to raise

the shortfall with CM Naidu and discuss measures to

improve supplies. Vijay, along with Chandrababu Naidu,

will also participate in Vijayawada Utsav 2.0.

596 crore profit
share for Singareni workers

Hyderabad, Oct 13 : The Telangana government has announced

a festive bonanza for Singareni coal mine workers on the occa-

sion of Dasara.

Deputy Chief Minister and Finance Minister Bhatti Vikramarka

announced that each permanent employee of Singareni Collieries

Company Limited (SCCL) would receive an average profit-shar-

ing amount of ?1,53,912.

Addressing a media conference at Praja Bhavan on Tuesday, along

with IT and Industries Minister Duddilla Sridhar Babu, the Deputy

Chief Minister said that 38,737 permanent employees would ben-

efit from the decision. In addition, 29,717 contract workers would

receive a bonus of 5,500 each.

Bhatti Vikramarka said the government had decided to distribute

34 per cent of Singareni’s profits among workers, continuing the

practice followed in previous years. The company

earned a net profit of 1,754 crore this year, of which

596 crore would be distributed among workers as their

profit share.

He emphasised that the government was equally com-

mitted to the welfare of permanent employees and

contract workers. The government had paid a bonus

of 5,500 to contract workers last year and had decided

to continue the same amount this year.

The Deputy Chief Minister said the government was

determined to fulfil the long-cherished dream of

Singareni employees and workers to own houses.

He said the Singareni management had been directed

to expedite the process of issuing house-site pattas to

eligible beneficiaries for the remaining approximately

1,250 acres under Government Order No. 76.

The Deputy Chief Minister said officials had been

instructed to complete the pending formalities relat-

ing to approximately 250–300 dependent employment

orders within the next 15 days and issue appointment

orders to eligible candidates.

Jantar Mantar de-notified

as protest site following

SC order, Delhi Police tells HC
New Delhi, Oct 13 : The Delhi Police on

Tuesday told the Delhi High Court that it

had de-notified Jantar Mantar as a designated

protest site and identified three alternative

locations for demonstrations in compliance

with the Supreme Court’s directions on fa-

cilitating peaceful protests.  Additional So-

licitor General (ASG) Chetan Sharma, ap-

pearing for the Delhi Police, submit-

ted before a single-judge Bench of

Justice Amit Mahajan that the deci-

sion to identify alternative sites had

been taken in accordance with the

apex court order passed last week.

Chandrababu and Vijay meet;
discussion held on Telugu Ganga
and Godavari-Kaveri interlinking!
Amaravati, Oct  13: Tamil Nadu Chief Min-

ister Vijay is scheduled to meet Andhra

Pradesh Chief Minister Chandrababu on Tues-

day as part of his visit to Vijayawada. He will

arrive at the Chief Minister's camp office in

Undavalli for the meeting. It is reported that

several key issues are likely to be discussed

between the two Chief Ministers.

They are set to discuss the supply of drinking

water to Tamil Nadu through the Telugu Ganga

project. It is a known fact that Andhra Pradesh

supplied 4.08 TMC of water to Chennai

through the Telugu Ganga project this year to

meet the city's drinking water needs.

However, the Tamil Nadu government has re-

quested the Andhra Pradesh government to

increase water releases from the Telugu Ganga

project. The AP government is examin-

ing the feasibility of this request. Reports

indicate that the AP government is will-

ing to supply water to meet Tamil Nadu's

drinking water needs on humanitarian

grounds. Consequently, the coalition gov-

ernment is releasing water based on fac-

tors such as weather conditions and wa-

ter availability.

India's growth story continues
to create immense opportunities across sectors: PM Modi
New Delhi, Oct 13 : Prime Minister Narendra

Modi on Tuesday said India's growth story

continues to create immense opportunities

across sectors and welcomed Bloomberg's

plans to deepen its engagement with the coun-

try as the global financial information and

media company completed 30 years here.

In a post on X, PM Modi said it was a delight

to meet Bloomberg LP co-founder and major-

ity owner Mike Bloomberg earlier in the day.

Conserve water, cooperate
with govt : CS to Hyderabad residents
Chief Secretary Sanjay Jaju said

comprehensive measures had

been put in place to ensure un-

interrupted drinking water sup-

ply to the Hyderabad Core Area

in view of the...
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Gandhinagar, Oct 13 : Two FIRs

have been registered against Con-

gress MLA Jignesh Mevani within

24 hours over alleged confronta-

tions with police during cam-

paigning for the Gandhinagar

Municipal Corporation (GMC)

elections, prompting the legisla-

tor to accuse the BJP-led Gujarat

government of targeting him for

raising allegations of a Rs 150-

crore land scam involving the

Thakor community.

In a video statement issued on

Tuesday, Mevani alleged that no

criminal case had been registered

against a BJP leader who had al-

legedly used obscene and abusive

language against his mother and

sister, while two FIRs had been

filed against him in the preceding

24 hours. “For the past week, I

have been speaking against a gov-

ernment broker who allegedly

grabbed land worth Rs 150 crore

belonging to the Thakor commu-

nity. Since then, he has been so

rattled that, instead of registering

a criminal case against the BJP

leader who used obscene and

filthy abuses against my mother

and sister, two FIRs have been

registered against me in the last

24 hours,” Mevani said in the

video. Invoking Congress leader

Two FIRs in 24 hours: Gujarat
Congress MLA Jignesh Mevani calls them ‘medals’

Rahul Gandhi's criticism of cases

filed against opposition leaders,

Mevani said: “As Rahul-ji says,

every FIR against us is a medal.

These FIRs, too, are medals for

me.” He also challenged the au-

thorities to take action against BJP

leaders, asking whether they had

ever registered an FIR against a

BJP minister, MLA or MP.

Accusing the authorities of acting

selectively, the Congress leader

said: "He was not afraid of the

police or the government and

would continue to fight".

Mevani warned that he would in-

tervene if Congress workers or

members of the public were un-

lawfully taken to police stations.

“If the police target any Congress

worker in this manner, or unlaw-

fully take anyone from Gujarat's

6.5 crore people to a police sta-

tion, I will go to get them re-

leased. I will fight. They can reg-

ister as many FIRs against me as

they want,” he said. The two

cases stem from separate inci-

dents on October 8, two days

before polling for the GMC elec-

tions, at Pethapur police station

and the Sector-7 police outpost.

In the first case, registered at

Pethapur police station, Mevani

and seven others were booked

for allegedly obstructing police

personnel, creating a commotion

and interfering with the record-

ing of a Congress candidate's

statement.

Bhubaneswar, Oct 13 : Biju

Janata Dal (BJD) on Tuesday ac-

cused the BJP-led Odisha gov-

ernment of using administrative

machinery and muscle power to

ensure the victory of Akhil

Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad

(ABVP), the RSS-affiliated stu-

dents' organisation, and the BJP

Yuva Morcha candidates in stu-

dent union elections across the

state. Addressing a press confer-

ence at Sankha Bhawan in

Bhubaneswar, Biju Chhatra Janata

Dal (BCJD) State President and

BJD leader Ipsita Sahu alleged

violations of Lyngdoh Commis-

sion guidelines and political inter-

ference in campus elections. "The

BJP government was apprehen-

sive about the possible defeat of

ABVP candidates in most univer-

sities and colleges across the state.

Therefore, BJP ministers, MLAs

and MPs were entering college

campuses and engaging in politi-

cal interference," she alleged.

Odisha: BJD flags viral audio
clips, alleges BJP
interference in campus polls

Chennai, Oct 13 : Heavy rain is

likely to begin over parts of

Tamil Nadu on Thursday as a

low-pressure area is expected to

form over the Bay of Bengal, the

Regional Meteorological Centre

in Chennai has said.

The forecast indicates that rain-

fall will extend to several dis-

tricts by Friday, bringing a wider

spell of wet weather across west-

ern, central and delta regions of

the state.  On Thursday, heavy

rain accompanied by winds

reaching 50 kilometres per hour

is expected in the hill areas of

Coimbatore and Tirunelveli dis-

tricts, as well as in the Nilgiris,

Erode, Salem, Theni and

Kanniyakumari districts.

The projected formation of the

low-pressure area comes as parts

of Tamil Nadu continue to expe-

Heavy rain, gusty winds
likely across TN from October 15

rience warm conditions, with the

weather centre forecasting a tem-

porary rise in daytime tempera-

tures in the northern interior ar-

eas.

For Friday, heavy rain has been

forecast in the Nilgiris,

Coimbatore, Erode, Tiruppur,

Salem and Dharmapuri districts.

The rainfall is also expected to

affect Tiruchi, Ariyalur and

Perambalur. Other districts cov-

ered by the heavy rain forecast

include Madurai, Dindigul,

Cuddalore, Kallakurichi,

Namakkal, Karur and Thanjavur.

In the Cauvery delta and adjoin-

ing areas, Tiruvarur,

Mayiladuthurai and

Nagapattinam are expected to

receive heavy rain. Pudukkottai

and Sivaganga have also been

included in the forecast.

Ahmedabad, Oct 13: The

Gujarat government has sealed

four warehouses in Mehsana

district after surprise inspec-

tions uncovered more than 1.58

lakh bags of suspected adulter-

ated cottonseed cake, including

a stock valued at Rs 25 crore at

a warehouse in Linch, the state

government said on Tuesday.

The inspections were con-

ducted on October 11 in the

Kadi area on the instructions of

Animal Husbandry Minister

Jitu Vaghani, following a spe-

cific complaint about possible

adulteration in animal feed.

Samples of the suspected ma-

terial have been sent to labora-

tories for testing, while officials

are verifying the physical stock

against warehouse records.

According to the preliminary

investigation, approximately

63.41 lakh kg of stock at the

Linch warehouse, estimated to

be worth Rs 25 crore.

Gujarat seals four warehouses over
suspected cattle-feed adulteration;
stock worth Rs 25 crore under scrutiny

Guwahati, Oct 13 : The North-

east Frontier Railway (NFR) un-

loaded 1,094 freight rakes across

its zone in September 2026, en-

suring the supply of essential com-

modities and industrial goods to

the Northeastern states and

strengthening regional supply

chains, officials said on Tuesday.

According to NFR’s Chief Public

Relations Officer (CPRO)

Kapinjal Kishore Sharma, food

grains, food-grade items,

fertilisers, sugar, coal, salt, tank

wagons and other commodities

were handled at various goods

sheds across the zone during the

month, facilitating their timely

distribution and supporting eco-

nomic activities.

Assam accounted for the highest

number of unloaded freight rakes

at 585, highlighting the crucial

NFR unloads 1,094 freight rakes
in September, Assam accounts for 585

role of the Railways in meeting

the requirements of public dis-

tribution systems, industries and

consumers, he said.

Sharma said that during Septem-

ber, 102 freight rakes were un-

loaded in Tripura, 28 in Manipur,

15 in Nagaland, six in Arunachal

Pradesh and five in Mizoram.

Outside the mountainous North-

eastern states, West Bengal re-

corded the unloading of 208

freight rakes, while Bihar ac-

counted for 145, further strength-

ening trade connectivity and re-

gional supply chains, he stated.

The CPRO said that for NFR, the

uninterrupted movement of es-

sential and other commodities

was vital for meeting daily re-

quirements and supporting in-

dustrial and commercial activi-

ties across the region.

After bypoll defeats, AIADMK seniors plan
leadership review, mount pressure on Palaniswami

Coimbatore leads TN in GPS
installation on mineral transport trucks
Coimbatore, Oct 13 :

Coimbatore has emerged as

the leading district in Tamil

Nadu in fitting mineral trans-

port trucks with Global Posi-

tioning System (GPS) devices,

with 4,200 vehicles equipped

so far ahead of the state

government’s October 31

deadline for mandatory instal-

lation.  The district has around

7,000 trucks engaged in trans-

porting minerals, including

stones, gravel and red soil.

With devices installed in 60

per cent of these vehicles, of-

ficials are stepping up efforts

to ensure that the remaining trucks

comply before the deadline.

The initiative assumes signifi-

cance because Coimbatore shares

a border with Kerala and serves

as a route for transporting mineral

resources into the neighbouring

state. There are 13 check posts

along the Coimbatore-Kerala bor-

der, where authorities are working

to curb the illegal movement of

minerals. The Mineral Resources

Department, the Revenue Depart-

ment and the police are jointly tak-

ing enforcement measures against

unauthorised transportation. Man-

datory GPS installation forms part

of the state government’s efforts to strengthen

oversight of vehicles carrying mineral re-

sources. Under the government’s directive,

trucks transporting minerals across Tamil Nadu

must be fitted with GPS devices by October

31. Authorities have warned that action will be

taken against those failing to meet the require-

ment within the stipulated period.

Coimbatore’s progress places it ahead of other

districts in the number of mineral transport

vehicles fitted with tracking devices.

Governor urges Arunachal University to focus
research on biodiversity, indigenous knowledge
Itanagar, Oct 13 : Arunachal Pradesh Governor Lt

Gen K.T. Parnaik (Retd) on Tuesday urged Arunachal

Pradesh University to promote research focusing on

the state’s rich biodiversity, indigenous knowledge

systems, natural resources, environmental conserva-

tion and socio-economic development.

The Vice Chancellor of Arunachal Pradesh Univer-

sity (APU), Prof. Ashan Riddhi, called on the Gov-

ernor at Lok Bhavan, Itanagar, and discussed vari-

ous academic matters. Congratulating the Vice Chan-

cellor and wishing him a successful tenure, the Gov-

ernor expressed confidence that under his leadership,

APU would emerge as a stronger centre of academic

excellence, innovation and knowledge creation.

Emphasising that APU is the sole state university, Lt

Gen Parnaik (Retd) advised the Vice Chancellor to

uphold the highest standards of professionalism, dis-

cipline, punctuality and aca-

demic integrity. He stressed the

need to build a vibrant aca-

demic environment where fac-

ulty members, researchers and

students work together with

dedication, curiosity and a

shared commitment to excel-

lence.

Chennai, Oct 13 : Senior

AIADMK leaders have begun

consultations on challenging

General Secretary Edappadi

K. Palaniswami’s leadership,

with the party’s defeats in the

Maduranthakam and

Dharapuram by-elections in-

tensifying calls for account-

ability and organisational

changes.

S.P. Velumani, C.Ve.

Shanmugam, Natham R.

Viswanathan, Thangamani

and K.P. Anbalagan met at

Velumani’s residence on Tues-

day to discuss their next steps

amid growing dissatisfaction

over the party’s successive

electoral setbacks.

According to sources, the leaders

are likely to demand a meeting of

the AIADMK General Council to

examine its electoral performance

and review decisions taken under

Palaniswami, widely known as

EPS. The proposed demand would

provide a forum to question the

leadership’s handling of elections

and press for changes in the

organisation. The leaders believe

the party requires a course correc-

tion following its repeated re-

verses, the sources said.

The latest consultations follow an

unsuccessful attempt by the

Velumani and Shanmugam camps

to mobilise legislators to function

as a separate group within the

AIADMK in the Assembly. The

two camps had sought the

backing of 32 MLAs for that

initiative. However, the effort

failed to materialise, prompting

the leaders to consider other

avenues for exerting pressure

within the party.

Their discussions are now ex-

pected to centre on securing a

review through the General

Council, rather than pursuing

the earlier Assembly initiative.

Sources said the leaders were

also examining possible steps

if Palaniswami declined to con-

vene the council. Their objec-

tive would be to bring the

party’s performance and lead-

ership before the organisational

forum for discussion.
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Hyderabad, Oct.13 (NSS): CPM State Secretary John

Wesley on Tuesday urged Chief Minister Revanth

Reddy to resolve issues at Osmania General Hospital

and bring an end to the junior doctors' strike.

He wrote an open letter to the CM on the issue. In his

letter, he said that Every day, thousands of poor and

middle-class patients from the two Telugu states and

neighbouring states visit Osmania General Hospital in

Hyderabad for free medical treatment and added that

the Junior doctors at the hospital had gone on strike to

demand solutions to issues such as staff shortages, lack

of infrastructure, a shortage of medicines and poor sani-

tation. “Consequently, thousands of outpatients visit-

ing the hospital are facing severe difficulties. The

CPI(M) urges the State Government to respond imme-

diately to this matter which concerns the lives of the

poor by addressing the junior doctors' demands, end-

ing the strike and providing the necessary infrastruc-

ture,” he said .   He urged the CM to Release Arogyasri

funds and added that the Suppliers and vendors had

halted the supply of the medical equipment and medi-

cines because the Arogyasri funds had not been released

for the past two years. He also urged the CM to take up

Equipment Maintenance and cited that the Patients were

facing severe difficulties due to the frequent malfunc-

tioning of X-ray, MRI, CT scan and endoscopy ma-

chines in the hospital. He said that the Essential sup-

plies such as Plaster of Paris and implants required for

the joint replacement surgeries were unavailable in the

Orthopedics department.

Resolve issues at
Osmania General Hospital: CPM

Hyderabad, Oct 13  : The Federation of Telangana

Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FTCCI), in as-

sociation with the MSME Development Office

(MSME-DFO), Hyderabad, organised an awareness

programme on the MSME Development (Amendments)

Bill, 2026, at FTCCI Surana Auditorium, Hyderabad,

on Tuesday. The programme focused on key amend-

ments relating to delayed payments, compliance re-

quirements, dispute resolution and their implications

for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises (MSMEs).

K. Madhukar Babu, Joint Director (MSME), Depart-

ment of Industries, Government of Telangana, attended

as the Special Guest. He said the amendments intro-

duce mechanisms to address delayed payments, pro-

vide defined timelines for mediation and arbitration,

facilitate recovery of dues and enable access to finance

through TReDS platforms. He further stated that

Telangana has seven Micro and Small Enterprises Fa-

cilitation Councils (MSEFCs), including one exclu-

sively dedicated to startups. He noted that Telangana is

the first state in India to establish a Facilitation Coun-

cil exclusively for startups. Dr. Gaddam Sudarshan,

Founder & CEO, Shasrith Infotech Pvt. Ltd. and State

Head at German University of Digital Science, AP &

TG addressed participants on the key provisions and

significance of the proposed amendments. He gave in-

sights in to the same.  K. K. Maheshwari, President,

FTCCI, said delayed payments affect MSMEs’ work-

ing capital, salary payments and business growth. He

urged entrepreneurs to understand the amended provi-

sions and make effective use of the Facilitation Coun-

cils to resolve delayed payment issues.

P. Krishna, Chairman, Industrial Development Com-

mittee, FTCCI, said the amendments could improve

payment discipline and make dispute resolution more

time-bound. He emphasised the need to bridge the gap

between legislation and its practical implementation

through awareness among MSME entrepreneurs.

Telangana becomes first state in India
to establish a dedicated MSE facilitation
council for Startups:  K. Madhukar Babu

Dwaraka Krishna on Chinna Sesha
Tirujmala, Oct 13 : Sri Malayappa Swamy blessed devo-

tees in  Dwaraka Krishna Alankaram while riding the five-

headed Chinna Sesha Vahanam on Tuesday morning, the

second day of the ongoing annual Srivari Salakatla

Brahmotsavams. The vahana seva was held in a grand and

devotional atmosphere, with elephants and horses leading

the procession. , accompanied by traditional musical in-

struments, kolatam

and various cultural

programmes.

Chinna Sesha is as-

sociated with

Vasuki, the divine

serpent king.

Centre clears
LB Nagar elevated corridor
Hyderabad, Oct 13  : The

Telangana government has se-

cured the Centre’s in-principle

support for several key road in-

frastructure projects aimed at eas-

ing traffic congestion, reducing

travel time and improving con-

nectivity between rural areas and

urban centres across the State.

Minister for Roads & Buildings

and Cinematography Komati

reddy Venkat Reddy, along with

Minister Jupally Krishna Rao,

MP Mallu Ravi, Government

Whip Beerla Ilaiah, officials of the Union

Ministry of Road Transport and Highways

(MoRTH) and State officials, met Union

Minister for Road Transport and High-

ways Nitin Gadkari in New Delhi.
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Surat, Oct 13 : The Surat City Police Cyber

Crime Branch has arrested a 46-year-old woman

in Kerala in connection with an alleged Rs 13.10

lakh online investment fraud in which a com-

plainant was lured with promises of returns ex-

ceeding five per cent through share trading.

The accused, identified as Saleena Thadiyan,

allegedly opened a joint current account with

Federal Bank in the name of a firm established

with her son and allowed an absconding accused

to use it for the illegal transfer of cyber fraud

proceeds in exchange for a three per cent com-

mission on transactions. A scrutiny of the bank

account through the National Cyber Crime Re-

porting Portal revealed 12 complaints from dif-

ferent states. Four FIRs had been registered in

Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra, West Bengal and

Telangana, while Rs 33.40 lakh in suspected

cyber fraud proceeds had been credited to the

account, according to the police. "The account

recorded transactions totalling Rs 39.70 lakh

between January 9 and July 29, 2026," the po-

lice said. According to the complaint, the accused

allegedly conspired to cheat the victim by prom-

ising returns of more than five per cent on share-

trading investments. They first added the com-

plainant to a group on a messaging application

and persuaded the person to trade through their

purported company by making attractive claims

about potential profits. The accused then sent a

link to a fake website and arranged for the com-

plainant to register and create an account in their

P
rime Minister Narendra Modi on Tuesday ex

tended greetings to devotees on the third day

of Shardiya Navratri, offering salutations to

Devi Chandraghanta, praying for happiness, prosper-

ity, and success for everyone.  Taking to social media

platform X, PM Modi said: “On this Navratri, heart-

felt salutations to Devi Chandraghanta, the goddess

of courage, peace, and divine power! May her grace

bring welfare to all. May everyone's life forever be

filled with happiness, prosperity, and success - this is

the auspicious wish.” PM Modi also shared a

YouTube link to a bhajan dedicated to Goddess Durga,

titled ‘Chottanikkara Baghavathi’.

He also shared a Sanskrit verse meaning: “O God-

dess! You are the Vaishnavi Shakti, of infinite valour,

the supreme Maya, the seed of the universe. The

whole world unfolds through your divine will, and

when you are pleased, you illuminate the path to lib-

eration for all beings on earth.” (loosely translated

from Sanskrit) Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta also

extended greetings on the sacred third day of Shardiya

Navratri “On the sacred third day of Shardiya

Navratri, crores and crores of salutations at the holy

feet of the third form of Maa Adi Shakti, the su-

premely benevolent Maa Chandraghanta. The divine

form of Maa Chandraghanta is a symbol of courage,

strength, and peace. Adorned with a half-moon on

her forehead and seated majestically upon a lion, Maa

dispels all fears, crises, and sorrows of her devotees,

bestowing upon them the blessings of fearlessness

and well-being,” she said on X (in Hindi).

“O world-benevolent Maa Chandraghanta, may your

boundless grace ever remain upon all the people of

our land. May every home be filled with happiness

and prosperity, every heart with peace, and every life

with auspiciousness,” she added.

The third day of Sharad Navratri falls on Tuesday,

October 13, this year, with devotees worshipping Maa

Chandraghanta, the third manifestation of Goddess

Durga, and seeking her blessings through prayers and

religious rituals.

Shardiya Navratri began on October 11 and is being

observed across the country with devotion and tradi-

tional ceremonies. The nine-day Hindu festival is

dedicated to Goddess Durga and marks a period of

prayer, fasting and worship, with each day associ-

ated with a different manifestation of the Goddess.

Devotees observe the festival by visiting temples,

performing special pujas and seeking divine bless-

ings for happiness, prosperity and well-being.

New Delhi, Oct 13 : The

ED attached a residential

flat in Delhi’s Rohini

colony and agricultural land

in Aligarh, both valued at

around Rs 34.07 lakh, in

connection with a money

laundering case against a

drug trafficker and her

brother, an official said on

Tuesday.

The Enforcement Director-

ate (ED), Delhi Zonal Of-

fice-II, has provisionally

attached two immovable

properties valued at Rs

34,07,200 under Section

5(1) of the Prevention of

Money Laundering Act

(PMLA), 2002, in the

money-laundering investi-

gation against Kusum and

her associates, said the of-

May Devi Chandraghanta’s grace bring
welfare to all, says PM Modi on Navratri Day-3

ED attaches drug trafficker’s flat
in Delhi, her brother’s farmland in Aligarh

ficial in a statement. The prop-

erties comprise a residential flat

in Rohini,  Delhi,  held by

Kusum, and agricultural land in

Aligarh, Uttar Pradesh, held by

Hariom Raghav, brother of

Kusum, said the ED. The ED in-

vestigation was initiated on the

basis of FIRs registered by Delhi

Police under the Narcotic Drugs

and Psychotropic Substances

(NDPS) Act,  1985, against

Kusum and associates.

The cases relate to the alleged

possession, supply and sale of

narcotic substances, including

heroin, commonly known as

smack, the ED said.

The investigation revealed that

cash generated from the alleged

narcotics trade was routed

through family members and

bank accounts, including ac-

counts of a proprietorship con-

cern, said the ED.

Cash was also exchanged for

bank transfers from third parties

without genuine underlying

business transactions. The funds

were subsequently used to pur-

chase immovable properties in

the names of Kusum and family

members, thereby concealing

their source and projecting them

as legitimate assets, said the

statement.

Further investigation identified

Flat No. 148, Ground Floor,

DDA Janta Flats,  Type-B,

Pocket-3, Sector-2, Rohini,

Delhi, valued at Rs 9,07,200,

belonging to Kusum, and agri-

cultural land measuring

0.2535 hectares at Godha,

Pargana Morthal,  Tehsil

Koil, Aligarh, Uttar Pradesh,

valued at Rs 25,00,000, be-

longing to Hariom Raghav,

the ED said.

The ED identified these

properties as having been ac-

quired from the proceeds of

narcotics trafficking and pro-

visionally attached them.

Earlier, the ED had attached

12 immovable properties

valued at Rs 2.26 crore

through Provisional Attach-

ment Order No. 09/2026

dated March 28, 2026.

The agency also filed a

chargesheet against Kusum

before the Special Court

(PMLA), Rohini, Delhi, on

March 30, 2026. With the

present attachment, the total

value of properties attached

in the case stands at Rs 2.61

crore, the ED said.

Gujarat: Kerala woman
held in Rs 13.10 lakh investment fraud

name. The website was alleg-

edly used to give the impres-

sion that the complainant

could earn higher profits

through share trading.

The police said the accused

also circulated forged docu-

ments purportedly issued by

the Securities and Exchange

Board of India (SEBI), includ-

ing a document on a letterhead

dated July 27, 2026, and sent

details of different bank ac-

counts through messages in

the group. The complainant

was allegedly induced to

transfer Rs 13.10 lakh to the

accounts provided. When the

complainant subsequently re-

quested a withdrawal, the

money was not released, lead-

ing to the registration of a

cybercrime case. The case was

registered at the Cyber Crime

Police Station under Sections

318(4), 336(2), 338, 336(3),

340(2), 61(2) and 3(5) of the

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita,

2023, and Section 66(D).

New Delhi, Oct 13 : A training target of

6.35 lakh rural youth has been given to

the Rural Self Employment Training In-

stitutes (RSETIs) in the country for the

current financial year, which is more than

the training target fixed for 2025-26, ac-

cording to the government.

In a significant step towards strengthen-

ing rural entrepreneurship and promoting

sustainable livelihood opportunities, the

Ministry of Rural Development (MoRD)

exchanged a Memorandum of Under-

standing (MoU) with the National Acad-

emy of RUDSETI (NAR).

The aim is to establish uniform training

standards, ensure quality administration

and facilitate systematic capacity build-

ing across RSETIs in the country.

According to an official statement, a key

focus of the partnership will be to improve

candidate registration through Kaushal

Panjee and Aadhaar-based face authenti-

cation through the Aadhaar Enabled Bio-

metric Attendance System (AEBAS).

Govt targets to train over
6 lakh rural youth via RSETIs

Northeast an engine of India's development,
emerging as a major growth contributor : Scindia

Ahmedabad, Oct 13 : The

BJP's women's wing staged

protests across Gujarat on

Tuesday, demanding action

against Congress MP

Angomcha Bimol Akoijam

over allegations of sexual ha-

rassment involving female stu-

dents at Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-

versity (JNU), days after the

university dismissed him from

his position as a professor and

Delhi Police registered an FIR

against him.

The protests, organised by the

state BJP Mahila Morcha, were

held across all districts and

major cities of the state.

JNU sexual harassment
case: BJP seeks action
against Congress MP, stages
protests across Gujarat
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Aizawl, Oct 13 : Union Minister for Communications

and Development of the North Eastern Region Jyotiraditya

Scindia on Tuesday described the Northeast as an engine

of India's development, saying the region was emerging

as a significant contributor to the country's economic

growth.   Inaugurating and laying foundation stones for

development projects worth Rs 331 crore in Mizoram,

Scindia said that while India was recording economic

growth of around 7 --7.5 per cent, the Northeast was in-

creasingly contributing to the country's growth trajectory.

The Union Minister said this was his 35th visit to the re-

gion and that every visit strengthened his commitment to

the development of the eight Northeastern states, often

referred to as the Ashtalakshmi states.

"Every time I come here, I go back recharged and with a

renewed commitment towards the Ashtalakshmi states,"

he said. Referring to his longstanding association with

Mizoram Chief Minister Lalduhoma, Scindia recalled the

close relationship between the Chief Minister and his late

father. He also praised Lalduhoma's energy and enthusi-

asm. Highlighting Mizoram's improving connectivity

through roads, railways and air transport, the Union Min-

ister described the 51.38-km Bairabi-Sairang railway line

as a historic milestone that brought the state onto India's

railway map and improved access to major economic cen-

tres. The railway line has facilitated the movement of more

than 15 lakh passengers through over 1,100 train trips,

connecting Aizawl with Guwahati, Kolkata and Delhi. The

introduction of the Sairang-Silchar service has further

strengthened connectivity with the Barak Valley.

Scindia also referred to the arrival of the first Food Cor-

poration of India food-grain rake at Sairang

in March 2026, carrying around 26,000

quintals of rice from Punjab in 42 wagons.

He said the direct transportation of food

grains by rail demonstrated how improved

connectivity was bringing distant parts of

the country closer. Highlighting Mizoram's

tourism potential, he said the state recorded

4,94,362 domestic tourist visits and 7,389

foreign tourist visits during the first six

months of 2026. Emphasising the state's ag-

ricultural potential, Scindia described Mizo

ginger as a distinctive strength and eco-

nomic identity of Mizoram. He said the Rs

189.79-crore Mizoram Ginger Mission

would bring nearly 20,000 farming house-

holds into an integrated value chain cover-

ing cultivation, processing, branding, con-

nectivity and access to national and inter-

national markets. "Mizo ginger is Mizoram's

USP; our mission is to make sure the value

stays where the ginger grows," he said,

stressing the need to ensure that farmers and

local communities receive a greater share

of the economic benefits.

Odisha CM orders fast-tracking
of key development projects in Puri
Bhubaneswar, Oct 13 : Chief

Minister Mohan Charan Majhi

on Tuesday stressed that all de-

velopment projects in the holy

coastal city of Puri must meet

world-class standards, describ-

ing the city as a symbol of

Odisha’s identity and a centre

of faith for millions of Lord

Jagannath devotees across the

world. Majhi made the remarks

while chairing a high-level re-

view meeting at Lok Seva

Bhawan in Bhubaneswar on

Monday to assess key develop-

ment and infrastructure projects

across Puri district.

During the meeting, the state

government reaffirmed its

strong commitment to trans-

forming the holy town into a

world-class heritage and tour-

ism hub while ensuring the

smooth conduct of Lord

Jagannath’s rituals and safe-

guarding Shree Jagannath

temple servitors’ welfare.

During the meeting, the Chief

Minister directed officials to

fast-track landmark

projects, including Shree

Jagannath International Air-

port, the reconstruction of

Raghunandan Library, and

the Shree Jagannath Inter-

pretation Centre.

Discussions also covered

plans for a new amusement

park to attract visitors, the

holistic development of

Shree Gundicha Temple,

and the construction of a

completely new kitchen

dedicated to preparing

Mahaprasad.

Addressing livelihood con-

cerns, Majhi ordered the

immediate rehabilitation of

street vendors displaced

from Grand Road by relo-

cating them near Shree Setu.



Washington, Oct 13 : US Presi-

dent Donald Trump kept open

the possibility of meeting North

Korean leader Kim Jong-un dur-

ing his Asia trip next month,

when he is due to attend the

ASEAN summit in Manila and

the APEC summit in Shenzhen,

China.

"I may, yeah," Trump told report-

ers at the White House before

boarding Marine One, when

asked whether he planned to

meet Kim during the trip.

He did not say where or when

such a meeting could take place.

Trump is scheduled to take part

in the ASEAN summit in the

Philippine capital on November

16 before going to Shenzhen for

APEC, which runs from Novem-

ber 17 to 19, according to the

Islamabad, Oct 13 : At least four

people were killed and more than

30 others injured after the Rehman

Baba Express derailed near Sher

Shah Railway Station in Multan

district of Pakistan's Punjab prov-

ince on Tuesday, local media re-

ported.  The train was heading to

Peshawar when the incident oc-

curred. Pakistan's Minister for

Railways Hanif Abbasi confirmed

the death of four passengers after

the train derailed in Multan.

Abbasi also appointed the federal

government inspector of railways

(FGIR) as the inquiry officer to

carry out a probe into the incident,

leading Pakistani daily Dawn re-

ported. Locopilot Rizwan Abbas

has said that the train was travel-

ling at 100 kilometres per hour,

and he suddenly felt a push when

the train was passing through the

Sher Shah station area.

Abbas said that he applied the

brakes and stopped the train.

"When I got out of the locomo-

tive and looked back, I saw that

Trump says he may meet Kim Jong-un on Asia trip
New York Post, which cited the

White House. In China, Trump is

expected to meet Chinese Presi-

dent Xi Jinping for the third time

this year. The President has spo-

ken often about wanting to see

Kim again. In August, he told re-

porters he expected to meet the

North Korean leader later this

year. "Yeah, I will be," he said

then, when asked if he planned to

meet Kim in 2026.

The Wall Street Journal reported

in August, citing US officials, that

Trump had pressed aides to ar-

range a meeting as early as this

autumn, with the APEC summit in

Shenzhen floated as a possible

venue. Neither Washington nor

Pyongyang has announced a meet-

ing. [VERIFY: any North Korean

(KCNA) or White House state-

ment since August Trump met

Kim three times in his first term.

In June 2018 in Singapore, he be-

came the first sitting US President

to meet a North Korean leader, and

the two agreed to work towards

the complete denuclearisation of

the Korean Peninsula.

Their second summit, in Hanoi in

February 2019, ended without an

agreement. In June 2019, Trump

briefly stepped into North Korea

at the Demilitarized Zone in

Panmunjom, the first sitting US

President to set foot in the coun-

try. Talks stalled after that, and

North Korea has continued to ex-

pand its nuclear and missile

programmes. Trump made the re-

marks on Monday before leaving

for a campaign rally in Young-

stown, Ohio.

Tripoli, Oct 13 :  Seven people

were rescued and 17 bodies re-

covered after a boat broke

down off Libya's eastern coast,

the Libyan Red Crescent said.

In a statement, the organisation

said the operation was carried

out by a patrol vessel from the

naval base in the city of Tobruk,

after those on board had been

stranded at sea for eight days

in harsh conditions. The rescue,

conducted in coordination with

naval units and the Coast Guard

in eastern Libya, lasted more

than eight hours, the statement

said. Libya remains a major tran-

sit hub for irregular migrants due

to its proximity to Europe and its

long Mediterranean coastline.

Crossings typically increase be-

tween March and September,

when calmer weather improves

the chances of reaching the

northern shore, Xinhua news

agency reported. The Red Cres-

cent said in a statement that the

volunteers in cooperation with

naval forces and coast guards of

the Libyan National Army res-

cued.

Seven rescued, 17 bodies
recovered after migrant boat
breaks down off Libya

Four killed, over 30 injured
after train derails in Pakistan's Punjab

the passenger coaches had de-

railed and were lying off the

tracks. It was horrible," Dawn

quoted Abbas as saying.

Pakistan has reported several

train derailment incidents over

the past year, sparking concerns

over possible negligence and

deep-rooted issues of Pakistan

Railways (PR) over maintenance

of trains and tracks across the

country. On October 1, two pas-

senger trains - Shalimar Express

and Pakistan Express- narrowly

escaped major accidents after

derailing. In August, one person

was killed and at least 24 pas-

sengers were injured after four

carriages of the Awam Express,

en route from Peshawar to

Karachi, derailed near Lodhran

railway station in Pakistan.

Lodhran Deputy Commissioner

(DC) Lubna Nazir stated that the

injured people included 16 men,

four women and three children,

Pakistan-based Geo News re-

ported.

Phnom Penh, Oct 13 : Cam-

bodian Prime Minister Hun

Manet has urged relevant au-

thorities to treat disaster man-

agement as a core priority, call-

ing for a significant strength-

ening of human and material

resources to combat rising cli-

Cambodian PM urges
stronger action against rising climate threats

mate change risks. In an official message marking

National Disaster Management Day on Tuesday, which

coincides with both the ASEAN Day for Disaster

Management and the International Day for Disas-

ter Risk Reduction, Hun Manet warned that the

world faces increasingly complex and fast-evolv-

ing disaster risks driven by environmental, social,

and economic factors.

Washington, Oct 13 :US farm

trade strategy increasingly

centres on major markets such

as India and China, the Agri-

culture Department's top trade

official told lawmakers, high-

lighting new export opportuni-

ties even as legislators clashed

over tariffs, food aid policy,

and the country's widening

USDA spotlights
India, China in farm trade strategy

agricultural trade deficit.  Appearing before the House

Appropriations subcommittee overseeing agriculture

funding on Tuesday (local time), Undersecretary for

Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs Luke Lindberg

said the administration is pursuing an "America first

approach to trade, aimed at restoring US agricultural

competitiveness abroad.

"Our mission is clear: restore fairness and reciprocity

in global markets and return America's agricultural

trade balance to a surplus," Lindberg told lawmakers.
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United Nations, Oct 13 : Intensifying drone at-

tacks in the Port Sudan area -- the UN humanitar-

ian aid hub for Sudan -- are increasing threats to

aid delivery, a UN spokesman said.  "Our humani-

Drone strikes on Port Sudan areaDrone strikes on Port Sudan areaDrone strikes on Port Sudan areaDrone strikes on Port Sudan areaDrone strikes on Port Sudan area
threaten humanitarian hub operations: UNthreaten humanitarian hub operations: UNthreaten humanitarian hub operations: UNthreaten humanitarian hub operations: UNthreaten humanitarian hub operations: UN

tarian colleagues said they're

deeply concerned by the intensi-

fying drone attacks on civilian in-

frastructure in Port Sudan.

Indian-American City Councilmember to face LA Mayor during only live debate
Washington, Oct 13 : In-

dian-American City Coun

cilmember Nithya Raman

will face Los Angeles Mayor

Karen Bass on Tuesday in the

only live televised debate of the

mayoral race, going in with an 11-

point lead in a recent poll.



Bihar Cabinet approves
23 agenda proposals; CM praises Centre’s support
Patna, Oct 13 : The Bihar

Cabinet, chaired by Chief

Minister Samrat Choudhary

on Tuesday, approved 23

agenda items.

Addressing reporters after

the meeting, Choudhary said

the double-engine govern-

ment was working towards

the overall development of

Bihar.

The Chief Minister also said

the Bihar government had

decided to express its grati-

tude to Prime Minister

Narendra Modi for his con-

tribution to the state’s devel-

opment.

He noted that Narendra

Modi had completed 25

years in leadership roles, be-

ginning with his tenure as

Gujarat Chief Minister on

October 7, 2001, and later

serving as Prime Minister
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from May 26, 2014. Choudhary

said the Council of Ministers had

acknowledged the Centre’s sup-

port for Bihar over the past 12

years.  He added that Bihar would

play an important role in India’s

goal of becoming a developed na-

tion by 2047. Highlighting devel-

opments in healthcare, Choudhary

said Bihar had expanded its medi-

cal education infrastructure with

support from the central govern-

ment. According to the Chief Min-

ister, the number of medical col-

leges in the state had increased

from 13 to 31, while MBBS stu-

dent capacity had risen from 1,310

to 4,710. He also referred to the

construction of Bihar’s second

AIIMS facility in Darbhanga, fol-

lowing the establishment of

AIIMS Patna.

The Darbhanga project is being

developed at an estimated cost of

Rs 2,000 crore.

Choudhary said Bihar had re-

ceived approximately Rs 13 lakh

crore from the Centre over the past

12 years. He also highlighted the

reported reach of the Ayushman

Bharat health scheme, stating that

around 90 per cent of families had

benefited.

The Chief Minister further said

more than 50 lakh women had

become Lakhpati Didis through

initiatives aimed at strengthening

women's livelihoods and eco-

nomic independence.

The Chief Minister also outlined

ongoing infrastructure projects

across Bihar, including work on

eight new bridges and the re-

sumption of construction on

several previously stalled

bridge projects.

He mentioned ongoing work in

Buxar, Sonepur, Bhagalpur

and the Kahalgaon–Kataiya

area.

A six-lane road is also planned

between Begusarai and

Suryagarha.

Choudhary said the state gov-

ernment would continue work-

ing with the Centre to expand

connectivity, improve public

services and accelerate devel-

opment across Bihar.

Hyderabad, Oct 13 : CPI State

Secretary and MLA Kunamneni

Sambasiva Rao on Tuesday ex-

pressed strong indignation stating

that the BJP government at the

Centre was undermining the foun-

dations of democracy by crippling

constitutional institutions in its bid

to remain in power permanently.

He demanded that the Centre ad-

dress allegations regarding the re-

moval of eligible voters during the

revision of electoral rolls and

called for the immediate removal

of Chief Election Commissioner

Gyanesh Kumar to restore public

confidence in the electoral system.

He spoke at a press conference

held  at Makhdoom Bhavan in the

city along with  Telangana State

Depriving citizens of the right
to vote endangers democracy: Kunamneni

Rythu Sangham General Secre-

tary Pashya Padma, AITUC se-

nior leader V.S. Bose and RTC

Employees Union State Presi-

dent S. Babu and Treasurer

Prasad Reddy.

Speaking on the occasion,

Kunamneni Sambasiva Rao

criticized the BJP government

at the Centre for pursuing poli-

cies that undermine the right to

vote the very lifeblood of de-

mocracy. He expressed concern

that the voter list revision pro-

cess initiated with the aim of

curbing the illegal entry of for-

eigners had been expanded na-

tionwide leading to a situation

where the  eligible voters are

being removed.

Hyderabad, Oct 13  : Chief

Secretary Sanjay Jaju said

comprehensive measures

had been put in place to en-

sure uninterrupted drinking

water supply to the

Hyderabad Core Area in

view of the anticipated im-

pact of El Niño. He ap-

pealed to the public to con-

serve water and cooperate

with the government’s ef-

forts to ensure adequate

drinking water supply.

As per the directions of the

Chief Minister, the Chief

Secretary on Tuesday

chaired a review meeting at

the Secretariat to assess

drinking water supply pre-

paredness in the areas under

the Greater Hyderabad Mu-

nicipal Corporation

(GHMC), Malkajgiri Munici-

pal Corporation (MMC) and

Cyberabad Municipal Corpo-

ration (CMC).

Conserve water, cooperate
with govt : CS to Hyderabad residents

During the review, Jaju di-

rected officials to make ef-

fective use of available wa-

ter resources and take all nec-

essary measures to prevent

inconvenience to the public,

despite the anticipated reduc-

tion in reservoir water avail-

ability due to the El Niño

phenomenon. He said the

Hyderabad Core Area prima-

rily depended on Osman

Sagar, Himayat Sagar,

Manjeera, Krishna and

Godavari water sources,

which together had around

560 million gallons per day

(MGD) available. To meet

the city’s drinking water re-

quirements, a plan had been

drawn up to mobilise an ad-

ditional 60 MGD, comprising

15 MGD from the Krishna

River, 40 MGD through Mis-

sion Bhagiratha and 5 MGD

from Osman Sagar and

Himayat Sagar, he said.



New Delhi, Oct 13 : IPO-

bound Shiprocket has dis-

closed multiple pending

criminal and tax-related pro-

ceedings involving the com-

pany and its subsidiaries in its

offer documents.

Legal proceedings disclosed

by the company could also

attract investor attention.

Shiprocket is involved in four

criminal cases with claims

amounting to Rs 5.39 crore,

along with two criminal and

seven tax-related proceed-

ings. Its subsidiaries are fac-

ing an additional criminal

case and three tax proceed-

ings involving claims worth

Rs 2.34 crore.

Separately, a criminal case

filed in 2022 names

Shiprocket co-founders

Saahil Goel and Gautam

4 criminal cases, several tax disputes pending
against Shiprocket and its subsidiaries, shows DRHP

Kapoor, director Arjun Sethi

and Chief Financial Officer

Kumar Tanmay.

The case includes allegations

of cheating, criminal breach of

trust, forgery and criminal con-

spiracy.

The matter remains pending

before the courts.

The e-commerce logistics and

enablement platform’s DRHP

showed that the company re-

ported a net loss of Rs 79.2

crore in FY26, slightly higher

than the Rs 74.4 crore loss re-

corded in FY25. However, the

figure marks a substantial im-

provement from the Rs 595.1

crore loss posted in FY24. The

company's revenue growth has

remained robust. Revenue

from operations rose 24 per

cent year-on-year to Rs

2,024.1 crore in FY26.

New Delhi, Oct 13 : The GST

rationalisation on life and health

insurance premiums will signifi-

cantly improve affordability,

strengthen penetration and pro-

vide a boost to consumption

ahead of the festive season,

experts said on Tuesday.  The

move comes as part of the

broader GST rationalisation,

which merged the 12 per cent

slab.

Mumbai, Oct 13 : ICICI Pru-

dential Asset Management

Company on Tuesday reported

a net profit of Rs 889 crore for

the quarter ended September

2026 (Q2 FY27), marking a se-

quential decline of 7.9 per cent

from Rs 965 crore reported in

the June quarter (Q1 FY27).

The company's total income

also moderated during the quar-

ter, falling 3.1 per cent quarter-

on-quarter to Rs 1,691 crore

ICICI Prudential AMC Q2 net
profit slips 8 pc sequentially to Rs 889 crore

from Rs 1,745 crore in the previous quarter, according

to its stock exchange filing.Despite the sequential de-

cline in earnings, the fund house announced an interim

dividend of Rs 30 per equity share. The company has

fixed October 21, 2026, as the record date to determine

the eligibility of shareholders for receiving the dividend

payout. "The Board of Directors of the company ap-

proved the declaration and payment of interim dividend

of 30 per equity share to the equity shareholders of the

company, whose names appear in the Register of Mem-

bers of the Company or in the records of Depositories

as beneficial owners of the shares as on October 21,

2026, being record date fixed for this purpose," it said.

New Delhi, Oct 13 : The Centre is reportedly con-

sidering a major relaxation in the renewal norms for

Pollution Under Control Certificates (PUCC) for

Bharat Stage VI (BS-VI) vehicles, a move aimed at

reducing compliance burdens on owners of newer,

cleaner vehicles.  According to a NDTV report, the

proposal seeks to extend the validity of PUCC for

new BS-VI private vehicles from the current one year

to three years.

Govt likely plans 3-year
PUCC validity for new BS-VI vehicles

New Delhi, Oct 13 : The

second quarter of FY27 --

July-September -- is likely to

see differentiated earnings

across sectors with demand

momentum supporting select

industries even as input-cost

pressures persist, according

to a report released on Tues-

day. A report by PL Capital

said that asset management

firms are likely to benefit.

Q2FY27 earnings
seen mixed amid demand
momentum: Report

IMF sees oil at $95.74 in 2026,
warns energy importers face toughest squeeze
Washington, Oct 13 : The In-

ternational Monetary Fund on

Tuesday assumed oil prices

will average $95.74 a barrel

this year, up from $67.74 in

2025, and warned that energy-

importing countries with little

stake in the technology boom

face "the most difficult con-

figuration.”

In its October 2026 World

Economic Outlook, the IMF said

the assumed price, based on fu-

tures markets, eases to $87.39 a

barrel in 2027. The benchmark

is a simple average of Brent,

Dubai Fateh and West Texas In-

termediate crude.

The report said this "corresponds

to an increase of 41 per cent in

crude oil prices and 48 per cent

in natural gas prices in 2026 rela-

tive to those in

2025.” Natural gas

prices are projected

at $20 per million

British thermal

units, about 36 per

cent above the April

reference price.

Fertiliser prices are

projected to rise 10

per cent in 2026,

and food prices are expected to increase 5

per cent, "reflecting higher energy and fer-

tilizer costs and more expensive transport

and insurance.” Global headline inflation

is projected to rise to 4.7 per cent in 2026

before easing to 4.1 per cent in 2027.

Mumbai, Oct 13 : HCL Technologies on

Tuesday reported a 21.2 per cent year-on-

year increase in consolidated net profit to

Rs 5,132 crore for the September quarter

(Q2 FY27), driven by steady growth in ser-

vices, strong deal wins and accelerating

demand for artificial intelligence-led so-

lutions.  On sequential basis, the tech gi-

ant reported a 11 per cent rise from Rs

4,626 crore reported.

HCLTech Q2 profit
rises 21 pc to Rs 5,132 crore

State-run FutureSkills PRIME portal
registers 34 lakh users for emerging tech skills
New Delhi, Oct 13 : FutureSkills PRIME, the

skilling platform run by the Ministry of Elec-

tronics &amp; Information Technology has

registered over 34 lakh candidates and certi-

fied over 13 lakh in emerging technologies,

an official statement said on Tuesday.

Currently, the FSP portal hosts more than 500

courses which are industry aligned and vari-

ous Global OEM partners are collaborating as

part of the FSP ecosystem, Union Minister of

Electronics and IT Ashwini Vaishnaw said in

Lok Sabha. More than 23 lakh candidates have

enrolled or been trained through the portal, of

whom 13 lakh plus have completed certifica-

tion. Nearly 41 per cent of participants are

women and over 86 per cent come from Tier 2

and Tier 3 cities. The statement added that 22

C-DAC or NIELIT centres have been designated

as Lead and Co-Lead Re-

source Centres for 10 emerg-

ing technologies and they are

mandated to train the Govern-

ment officials and conduct the

bootcamps. Resource Centres

have trained over 32,700 gov-

ernment officials, 2,367 train-

ers and more than 40,400 can-

didates across over 420

bootcamps.

Nil GST on life, health
insurance to boost affordability, consumption
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Alkem Laboratories’ Q1 net
profit falls 22 pc to Rs 520 crore
Mumbai, Oct 13 : Alkem Laboratories on

Tuesday reported a 21.7 per cent year-on-

year (YoY) decline in consolidated net profit

for the first quarter of current financial year

(Q1 FY27).  The drugmaker posted a net

profit of Rs 520 crore in Q1 FY27, com-

pared with Rs 664 crore in the correspond-

ing quarter of the previous financial year (Q1

FY26), according to its stock exchange fil-

ing. Revenue from operations rose 10.9 per

cent year-on-year to Rs 3,740 crore from Rs

3,371 crore a year earlier.

Growth was driven by both domestic and

international businesses. India sales in-

creased 10.3 per cent to Rs 2,497.8 crore,

while international sales climbed 16 per cent

to Rs 1,222.3 crore.
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Assam drew investment proposals worth Rs 5 lakh-cr over past decade: Dilip Saikia
Guwahati, Oct 13 : Assam has

emerged as one of the country's

fastest-transforming economies,

attracting investment proposals

worth over Rs 5 lakh crore and po-

sitioning itself as a major destina-

tion for industry and innovation,

state BJP chief and Lok Sabha MP

Dilip Saikia said on Tuesday dur-

ing a pre-Budget consultation

organised by the party.

Addressing the consultation at-

tended by economists, academi-

cians, entrepreneurs and industry

representatives, Saikia said the

state's economy has witnessed an

"extraordinary transformation"

between 2014-15 and 2024-25

under the leadership of Chief Min-

ister Himanta Biswa Sarma.

He said Assam's development tra-

jectory reflects a decade of sus-

tained growth, improved gover-

nance and expanding economic

opportunities, adding that the

state's progress is contributing sig-

nificantly to Prime Minister

Narendra Modi's vision of a de-

veloped India.

Saikia asserted that Assam is

steadily moving towards becom-

ing one of the country's leading

states and credited the government

with addressing long-standing de-

velopmental challenges while cre-

ating an enabling environment for

investment and economic expansion. Delivering

the keynote address, state Finance Minister Jayanta

Mallabaruah said the state government was com-

mitted to preparing a pragmatic, people-centric and

growth-oriented Budget and welcomed suggestions

from stakeholders across sectors.

He noted that the implementation of budgetary al-

locations has improved substantially, with the ex-

ecution rate touching nearly 90 per cent, and said

the government aims to ensure the full and effec-

tive utilisation of public expenditure.

Mallabaruah said Assam today enjoys unprec-

MP: BJP defends CM Yadav
as Congress escalates land deal allegations
Bhopal, Oct 13 : Senior Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) leader and

Madhya Pradesh Minister Rakesh

Singh on Tuesday said there

should be no objection to an in-

vestigation into allegations related

to assets or land transactions if

there is evidence of wrongdo-

ing. His remarks came amid an

intensifying political row over

alleged land purchases involv-

ing Chief Minister Mohan

Yadav and his family members

and relatives.

Bhopal, Oct 13 : The Madhya

Pradesh Cabinet on Tuesday

unanimously passed a special

resolution to mark 25 years of

Prime Minister Narendra

Modi’s public life. The Coun-

cil of Ministers expressed

gratitude and best wishes on

“behalf of the state’s more

than 8.5 crore people” for his

journey from Chief Minister

of Gujarat to the Prime Min-

ister of India.

MP Cabinet passes multi-pronged
special resolution on PM Modi’s 25 years in public life

The resolution wishes the Prime Minis-

ter a long life, good health and continued

success.  Addressing mediapersons here,

Chief Minister Mohan Yadav said the

resolution was passed to affirm the state’s

commitment to his mantra of “We Will

Do It” and described the last 25 years as

a chapter of service, good governance and

nation-first spirit.  Highlighting national

achievements under the Prime Minister’s

leadership, Chief Minister Yadav said the

resolution notes that free food grains are

being provided to over 80 crore citizens.

Jaipur, Oct 13 :  Marking a

landmark moment for India

on the global legal stage,

eminent child rights lawyer

Bhuwan Ribhu has become

the first Indian to receive the

‘Medal of Honour’ from the

World Jurist Association

(WJA).  The award was pre-

sented at the World Law

Congress,  Dominican Re-

public. The event brought to-

gether over 1,500 legal ex-

perts and 300 speakers from

more than 70 countries.

Ribhu was recognised for

over two decades of pioneer-

ing work advancing child

protection and rights through

legal intervention and

grassroots mobilisation.

Bhuwan Ribhu becomes first Indian

lawyer honoured by World Jurist Association
Since its founding in 1963, the

WJA -- the world’s oldest as-

sociation of jurists -- has

honoured legendary figures

including Winston Churchill,

Nelson Mandela, Ruth Bader

Ginsburg, King Felipe VI of

Spain, Rene Cassin, and Kerry

Kennedy for their contribu-

tions to justice and the rule of

law. Over the past 20 years,

Ribhu has filed and led 60

PILs that have resulted in

landmark rulings by the Su-

preme Court and various High

Courts in India.

He is the founder of Just

Rights for Children (JRC), the

world’s largest legal interven-

tion network for child protec-

tion.

Bengaluru, Oct 13 : The Centre has decided to

constitute a high-level joint committee within a

week to address the concerns of sugarcane farm-

ers in Karnataka, following a meeting between

Union Ministers Pralhad Joshi and Shivraj Singh

Chouhan and farmer leaders in New Delhi on

Tuesday.

The meeting, chaired by Union Consumer Af-

fairs, Food and Public Distribution Minister

Pralhad Joshi and Agriculture Minister Shivraj

Singh Chouhan, discussed allegations of discrep-

ancies in sugar recovery figures reported by sugar

mills, deductions in cane weight, payment-related

disputes and other issues raised by farmers.

The ministers assured the farmers that the pro-

posed committee would include representatives

of the Centre, the Karnataka and Maharashtra

governments, farmer organisations, sugar mills

and scientific experts. It would examine the is-

sues and submit recommendations for long-term

solutions. Speaking at the meeting, Chouhan said

the Centre was committed to resolving disputes

concerning sugar recovery, weighing and pay-

ments through a joint mechanism involving farm-

ers and agricultural scientists.

Centre to form committee to address
K’taka sugarcane farmers’ issues : Pralhad Joshi

Gurugram, Oct 13 : In the second

phase of the Old Gurugram Metro

project, five underpasses will be con-

structed in the city by the Gurugram

Metro Rail Limited (GMRL), offi-

cials said on Tuesday. The detailed

project report (DPR) of the under-

passes will now be prepared by

GMRL.

The underpasses are to be built at

Sector-3A/4/5 Chowk near Railway

Road along Sector-5 junction to

Sheetla Mata Road (one-way),

Bajghera Road, along Sector-5 (one

way) to Krishna Chowk, Rejangla

Chowk, Palam Vihar Road to Udyog

Vihar to Old Delhi Road, and Palam

Vihar Road Junction. "The estimated

cost of construction of all five under-

passes is around Rs 350 crore.

With their construction, the old city

will get relief from traffic jams. At

the same time, the flyover at Umang

Bhardwaj Chowk is to be constructed

by NHAI," an official said.

Steps are being taken by GMRL to

construct a 28.5-km Metro from Mil-

lennium City Centre to Cyber ??City.

In the first phase, a tender of Rs 1,286

crore has been issued for civil work

from Millennium City Centre to Sec-

tor-9.

In the first phase, the construction

work of the Bakhtawar Chowk un-

derpass will be done by GMRL; ear-

lier, it was built by the Gurugram

Metropolitan Development Authority

(GMDA). This work will now be

done along with the Metro at a cost

of about Rs 80.45 crore.

Five underpasses to be
built along Metro route in Gurugram

Indore, Oct 13 : The Madhya

Pradesh Lokayukta on Tuesday

conducted searches at the resi-

dence and properties linked to an

Assistant Revenue Officer

(ARO) of the Indore Municipal

Corporation after a preliminary

investigation found assets dis-

proportionate to his known

sources of income, said an offi-

cial. The searches were carried

out at the residence of ARO

Jitendra Kumar Pandey and a

hostel registered in the name of

his wife, Bhavna Pandey, from

around 7 a.m.

Two Lokayukta teams were de-

ployed for the searches. The

teams were led by DSPs Sunil

Talan and Anand Chauhan and

Inspectors Ashutosh Mithas and

Sachin Pateriya.

According to Lokayukta SP

Rajesh Sahayak, Pandey has

been working with the Indore

Municipal Corporation for

around 31 years and his total sal-

ary income during his service

period is estimated at nearly Rs

80 lakh. However, the prelimi-

nary investigation has indicated

expenditure and assets worth

around Rs 2.53 crore. This has

resulted in an alleged dispropor-

tionate asset value of approxi-

mately Rs 1.73 crore.

Lokayukta raids premises
of Indore municipal officer in
disproportionate assets case

Industry body calls for market diversification,
stronger exports amid global trade headwinds
Ahmedabad, Oct 13 : Gujarat’s next phase

of industrial growth will depend on improv-

ing export competitiveness, scaling up

MSMEs, developing future-ready skills and

attracting investment in advanced manufac-

turing, according to CII Western Region chair-

man Vir S Advani, who said the industry body

is working closely with governments at both

the central and state levels on reforms.

Speaking at a Confederation of Indian Indus-

try (CII) media roundtable in Ahmedabad,

Advani said the Indian industry had faced a

difficult period because of high inflation and

rising import costs, while uncertainty over US

tariffs was adding to pressure on exporters.

He said CII is nevertheless more optimistic

about the India-US situation than it had been

earlier in the year.

“This 100 per cent tariff is the big elephant.

That's what's concerning everyone,” Advani

said, adding that there is now “very heavy bi-

lateral conversation and communication” be-

tween India and the US.

He said CII expected the issue to be negoti-

ated and hoped India would eventu-

ally secure a position favourable com-

pared with its competitors.

Advani said the tariff uncertainty had

also highlighted the need for Indian

companies to reduce their dependence

on the US market by diversifying both

their export destinations and product

baskets. “We only export such few

products and only to such few coun-

tries. So diversification is the most

important thing,” he said, pointing to

the UK, European Union and Austra-

lia as markets that Indian companies

should examine more closely.

He said CII is working with the Min-

istry of Commerce on a product and

country-level approach following the

signing of free trade agreements, iden-

tifying opportunities down to the six-

digit HSN code level.

Chandigarh, Oct 13 : Haryana

Chief Minister Nayab Singh

Saini, on Tuesday, reviewed the

progress of eight Namo Bharat

corridor projects in the National

Capital Region (NCR) under

which three corridors are cur-

rently under implementation in

first phase, officials said.

 These are Delhi-Ghaziabad-

Meerut (82 km), Delhi-

Gurugram-Shah jahanpur-

Neemrana-Behror (SNB) (105

km) and Delhi-Panipat-Karnal

(136 km) routes.  During the

meeting, the Chief Minister

emphasised the transformative

potential of the Namo Bharat

corridors.

Haryana CM reviews
progress of 8 Namo Bharat
corridor projects in NCR
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edented attention from the Centre and highlighted PM

Modi's frequent visits to the state as evidence of its

growing strategic importance.



Berlin, Oct 13 : German Chancellor Friedrich Merz said

on Tuesday that the recent agreement between the United

States and Russia regarding diesel exports is "out of the

question" for Germany and Europe.  Speaking at a press

conference in Berlin, Merz said Germany is adhering to

the sanctions against Russia and pledged continued sup-

port for Ukraine. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky

can fully rely on both Germany and Europe, said Merz. On

Friday, Russian President Vladimir Putin held a telephone

conversation with US President Donald Trump and then

Trump announced an agreement with Putin for Russia to

supply diesel fuel to the United States and global markets.

On Saturday, the Russian government partially lifted re-

strictions on diesel fuel exports that had been in effect since

the beginning of 2026. Trump also announced an "energy

ceasefire" between Russia and Ukraine. However, Merz dis-

missed prospects of immediate peace negotiations under

current conditions. He said EU leaders will continue work-

ing toward a just and lasting peace between Russia and

Ukraine at an upcoming EU summit in Brussels on Thurs-

day and Friday.

The remarks were made following a two-day leadership

retreat of Merz's Christian Democratic Union (CDU) party.

European Union (EU) foreign ministers on Monday adopted

nearly 1,600 new sanctions listings targeting Russia's mili-

tary-industrial complex, EU foreign policy chief Kaja

Kallas said. In a post on social media platform X, Kallas

said more than half of the new listings were linked to the

production chain for ballistic missiles, adding that it was

the largest single expansion of the bloc's sanctions list since

the start of the Russia-Ukraine conflict, Xinhua News

Agency reported.

The measures are aimed at making it significantly harder,

slower and more expensive for Russia to produce weapons

Bangkok/Phnom Penh, Oct

13 : Thai Defence Ministry

spokesperson Surasant

Kongsiri said Tuesday that

the ongoing border clashes

with Cambodia had forced

over 400,000 Thai residents

across seven provinces to

evacuate. Thailand's 2nd

Army Area Command stated

on social media that, begin-

ning at 5:00 a.m. local time

Wednesday, exchanges of fire

occurred in multiple areas

along the border in Buriram,

Surin, Sisaket and Ubon

Ratchathani provinces, with

no casualties reported so far,

reports Xinhua news agency.

The statement added that at

around 8:40 a.m. local time,

BM-21 rockets fired from the

Thailand-Cambodia border clash
displaces thousands, Singapore urges restraint

Cambodian side landed near a

hospital in Surin province,

prompting the evacuation of

patients and staff to shelters.

According to Thai media, fresh

border clashes between Thai-

land and Cambodia have forced

over 800 schools and many hos-

pitals to temporarily close in

Thailand's border provinces.

The Cambodia-Thailand border

conflict has reignited since Sun-

day afternoon. Both sides ac-

cused the other of initiating the

attack and confirmed casualties.

Meanwhile, a Cambodian de-

fence spokesperson said on

Wednesday that over 100,000

Cambodian villagers have fled

their homes for safe zones as

border conflict with Thailand

has entered a fourth day.

US, Japan seek closer Quad coordination
Washington, Oct 13 : The United

States and Japan agreed on Tues-

day to strengthen coordination

with partners, including India,

while advancing cooperation on

maritime security, critical miner-

als and strategic infrastructure

during their second Free and Open

Indo-Pacific dialogue in Tokyo.

US Under Secretary of State for

Political Affairs Allison Hooker

met Japanese Senior Deputy Min-

ister for Foreign Affairs Hiroyuki

Namazu for discussions that

marked the 10th anniversary of the

Free and Open Indo-Pacific vi-

sion, according to the State De-

partment. The two countries

agreed to advance coordination

through several groupings, includ-

ing the Japan–Australia–India–

US partnership, alongside ar-

rangements involving

South Korea and the

Philippines, according

to a Japanese state-

ment. India did not par-

ticipate in Monday’s

bilateral dialogue. The

reference to the four-

country grouping ap-

peared in Japan’s ac-

count of the meeting.

Sydney, Oct 13 : A man has died

after being shot in Australia's

Melbourne in the early hours of

Tuesday, police said. According

to police, the 26-year-old victim

was standing with a group of as-

sociates on a corner in the cen-

tral business district when he was

shot by an unknown assailant in

a vehicle around 3.40 a.m.,

Xinhua News Agency reported.

He was taken to a hospital by his

associates, but died from his in-

juries a short time later. Address-

ing a press conference, Detective

Inspector Graham Banks said that

the incident.

Man shot dead in
Melbourne
Central Business District

Washington, Oct 13 : Two US

Senators, both from the Republi-

can Party, have raised questions

over the involvement of Qatar

and Pakistan as intermediaries in

the ceasefire negotiations with

Iran, accusing both nations of

supporting terrorism.

Senator Rick Scot accused Qatar

and Pakistan of harbouring ter-

rorists and mentioned that recent

developments made clear that

"who our friends really are".

US Senators raise
questions over Pakistan's
involvement in Iran talks

Estonia's new president
Ulle Madise sworn into office
Tallinn, Oct 13 : Estonia's

newly elected President Ulle

Madise was sworn into office

on Tuesday afternoon at the

Riigikogu building in the capi-

tal, Tallinn, succeeding Alar

Karis as the country's head of

state.  Madise was elected

president on Sept. 2 after se-

curing 71 votes in the Estonian

parliament. Under Estonia's

Constitution, a presidential

candidate must receive the

support of at least two-thirds

of the 101-member parlia-

ment, or a minimum of 68

votes, to be elected.

Madise, 51, previously served

as a legal adviser to the Esto-

nian president and has held the

post of Chancellor of Justice

since 2015. She is Estonia's

sixth president since the res-

toration of independence and

the country's second female

president, Xinhua News

Agency reported.

In her inaugural address,

Madise said everyone in Esto-

nia should feel valued for

who they are and for their

lives, work and creativity.

She stressed that all people

should feel they belong in the

country, regardless of their

interests, views, lifestyles,

tastes or native languages.

She said Estonia's ability to

preserve its national identity

and continue developing

would depend on mutual

trust, hope for the future and

courage.

Against the backdrop of glo-

bal instability, Madise called

for calm, stronger national

defense, continued support

for Ukraine and closer coop-

eration with allies in the Bal-

tic and Nordic countries, as

well as Poland.

She warned against allowing

fear and pessimism to take

hold, saying fear clouds judg-

ment and leads to unwise de-

cisions. She emphasised that

the future is neither inher-

ently bleak nor uncertain.

US lawmakers push Atrocities
Determination Act to probe China's action in Tibet
Washington, Oct 13 :  Two top US senators

have introduced legislation requiring the State

Department to determine whether China’s ac-

tions in Tibet amount to genocide or crimes

against humanity, stepping up pressure on

Beijing over its policies in the region.

Republican Senator Rick Scott and Democratic

Senator Jeff Merkley unveiled the “Tibet

Atrocities Determination Act”, coinciding with

Martyr’s Day, observed by the Tibetan Youth

Congress to honour Tibetans who have died

for the region’s freedom.

The bill directs the Secretary of State to make

a formal determination within one year on

whether acts carried out by Chinese authori-

ties meet the legal definition of genocide or

constitute crimes against humanity.

Scott accused Beijing of widespread abuses.

“Communist China is committing genocide in

Tibet. There is no way around it,” he said. He

cited “systematic killings, torture, forced

sterilisation, forced displacement, government-

sanctioned kidnapping, and a myriad of other

crimes against humanity in its oppression of

the Tibetan people.” The Senator from Florida

said such actions were consistent with broader

repression by the Chinese government, includ-

ing against Uyghurs and other groups. “The

bloodshed needs to end, and China needs to be

held accountable for all of it,” Scott said.

Merkley said the United States must respond

to what he described as escalating violations.

New Delhi, Oct 13 : The Supreme

Court on Tuesday quashed the FIRs

registered against YouTuber and co-

median Samay Raina and four other

comedians in connection with offen-

sive remarks made about Persons with

Disabilities during an episode of the

show 'India's Got Latent'.

A Bench comprising Chief Justice of

India Surya Kant, Justice Joymalya

Bagchi and Justice V. Mohan passed

the order, noting that the comedians

had complied with the court's earlier

directions by undertaking awareness

initiatives and fundraising activities

for Persons with Disabilities.

Apart from Raina, the relief was

granted to comedians Vipul Goyal,

Balraj Paramjeet Singh Ghai, Sonali

Thakkar alias Sonali Aditya Desai,

and Nishant Jagdish Tanwar.

The court appreciated their efforts in

organising programmes aimed at pro-

moting awareness and supporting per-

sons with disabilities.

In view of their compliance with the

directions issued earlier, the Bench

ordered the quashing of the criminal

cases lodged against them over the

insensitive remarks.

SC quashes FIRs against
Samay Raina, four others over
remarks on Persons with Disabilities

India amps up ConnectIndia amps up ConnectIndia amps up ConnectIndia amps up ConnectIndia amps up Connect
Central Asia policy with keyCentral Asia policy with keyCentral Asia policy with keyCentral Asia policy with keyCentral Asia policy with key
focus on Chabahar Port amidfocus on Chabahar Port amidfocus on Chabahar Port amidfocus on Chabahar Port amidfocus on Chabahar Port amid
swaying diplomatic dynamicsswaying diplomatic dynamicsswaying diplomatic dynamicsswaying diplomatic dynamicsswaying diplomatic dynamics
New Delhi, Oct 13 : The recent

times witnessed a notable

recalibration of diplomatic ties

among nations. On the one hand,

Washington’s revised trade tar-

iff has initiated a realignment of

nations. On the other hand,

Beijing’s growing caution in Belt

and Road Initiative (BRI) fund-

ing reflects its concerns over

debt sustainability and security

in frontier regions.  Beijing’s

sudden withdrawal from a flag-

ship component of the China-Pa-

kistan Economic Corridor

(CPEC) signals a more restrained

foreign investment stance. De-

lays, security threats to Chinese

personnel, and Islamabad’s re-

payment difficulties have tested

Beijing’s risk tolerance.

Diesel deal with
Russia ‘out of the question’: Merz

used against Ukraine, she said. Speak-

ing ahead of the Foreign Affairs Coun-

cil meeting in Luxembourg, Kallas said

the new listings would also address

what she described as "sham elections

in Russia regarding the occupied ter-

ritories of Ukraine."

Kallas reiterated the EU's position that

continued pressure on Russia was nec-

essary to end the conflict. She also

called for greater coordination with the

United States on sanctions against Rus-

sia, saying that such alignment would

strengthen pressure on Moscow.
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Chandigarh, Oct 13 : Punjab

Pradesh Congress Committee

(PPCC) President Pargat Singh on

Tuesday launched a sharp attack

on the state government over dif-

ficulties faced by farmers due to

rainfall and inadequate arrange-

ments for the protection of paddy

crops in procurement centres.

He said farmers bring their pro-

duce to mandis after six months

of hard work, heavy expenditure

and numerous hardships, only to

find their crops being damaged

because of a lack of essential fa-

cilities.  He described the situa-

tion as a serious failure of the gov-

ernment. Pargat Singh said Chief

Minister Bhagwant Mann, who

Gandhinagar, Oct 13 : Three

districts of Gujarat, Kutch,

Dahod and Chhota Udepur, have

received national awards for

their performance under the

'Pradhan Mantri Dhan-Dhaanya

Krishi Yojana', with Kutch

recognised for governance and

service delivery and the two

tribal-dominated districts for im-

proving irrigation infrastructure.

The awards were presented by

Union Agriculture and Farmers

Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh

Chouhan at a ceremony

organised by the Union Minis-

try of Agriculture and Farmers

Welfare in New Delhi on Mon-

day, marking the completion of

the scheme’s first year.

Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel

congratulated the district admin-

istrations and Agriculture De-

partment officials of Kutch,

Dahod and Chhota Udepur on

the recognition.

The awards highlight the impor-

tance of irrigation infrastructure

in improving agricultural pro-

ductivity, particularly in hilly and

Farmers in Punjab face difficulties
at paddy procurement centres : Congress

repeatedly promises to procure

every single grain, has failed to

provide farmers with the neces-

sary facilities in mandis. Even

payments for procured crops are

not being made to farmers on time.

Farmers are being forced to

struggle for the protection, pro-

curement and timely payment of

their produce.  Taking a dig at the

Central government, legislator

Pargat Singh said Punjab’s mandi

procurement system had devel-

oped into a strong mechanism for

procuring farmers’ produce and

ensuring its movement to the mar-

ket.  However, the policies of the

Central government have left no

stone unturned in weakening this

system. “Now, the Aam Aadmi

Party, which he described as the

BJP’s B-team, is also working to

weaken Punjab’s mandi system,”

he said in a statement.

He alleged that despite its claims

of strengthening the state’s pro-

curement infrastructure, the AAP

government has failed to ensure

adequate arrangements for crop

protection, timely procurement,

lifting and storage in mandis.

The government, which claims

to oppose the Centre’s policies,

must explain why advance ar-

rangements were not made to

protect farmers’ produce and

ensure its timely procurement

and lifting.

Gandhinagar, Oct 13 :

Gujarat Police have achieved

a mobile phone recovery rate

well above the national aver-

age, ranking third among large

states in the country, accord-

ing to official data, in a de-

velopment that underscores

the growing use of technology

to tackle telecom-related

Gujarat ranks 3rd nationwide with 46.71 pc
mobile phone recovery rate, surpassing national average

crime. Over the past

year, Gujarat Police re-

covered 53,564 stolen

handsets, recording a

recovery rate of 46.71

per cent compared with

the national average of

32.6 per cent.

Across India, a total of

50,48,516 mobile

Gujarat : 3 districts win national awards for
irrigation, governance under farm development scheme

tribal regions such as Dahod and

Chhota Udepur.

According to the state govern-

ment, efforts by the district ad-

ministrations to expand irriga-

tion capacity, strengthen infra-

structure and ensure adequate

water supply to farmers have

improved water availability for

agriculture, contributing to gains

in agricultural productivity and

output. Kutch was recognised for

better governance and service

delivery, while Dahod and

Chhota Udepur received awards

for their work in improving irri-

gation infrastructure.

The scheme, launched by Prime

Minister Narendra Modi on Oc-

tober 12 last year, covers 100

agricultural aspirational districts

across the country that have po-

tential for agricultural develop-

ment but lag in productivity and

economic growth.

The identified districts have rela-

tively low agricultural productiv-

ity, moderate cropping intensity

and below-average agricultural

credit parameters.

Gujarat: Convicted AAP MLA
faces imminent disqualification,
deepens party’s troubles
Gandhinagar, Oct 13 : The con-

viction and seven-year jail sen-

tence handed to Aam Aadmi

Party (AAP) MLA Chaitar

Vasava has placed the party's

Gujarat unit in a fresh political

crisis, with legal experts and con-

stitutional authorities indicating

that the tribal leader now faces

the prospect of losing his Assem-

bly membership unless he se-

cures timely relief from a higher

court.

A day after a Sessions Court in

Narmada district convicted

Vasava and eight others in a 2023

case involving the alleged as-

sault, intimidation and obstruc-

tion of forest department person-

nel, attention has shifted from the

verdict itself to its impact on the

AAP's legislative strength in

Gujarat and the legal process that

could determine the future of the

Dediapada legislator.

The verdict marks another set-

back for the AAP in Gujarat,

where the party won five seats

in the 2022 Assembly elections

but has since faced a series of

organisational and political chal-

lenges.

Aizawl, Oct 13 : The Assam

Rifles, in joint operations with

other law enforcement agencies,

seized heroin valued at more

than Rs 1.34 crore in Mizoram

and arrested three alleged drug

peddlers in separate operations,

officials said on Tuesday. A de-

fence spokesman said that, act-

ing on specific intelligence in-

puts, Assam Rifles personnel, in

association with the Mizoram

Police, carried out a targeted

operation in the Zote area of

Champhai district. During the

operation, the joint team inter-

cepted two individuals whose

movements were found to be

suspicious. A thorough search

Assam Rifles seizes heroin valued
at Rs 1.34 crore, arrests 3 alleged drug peddlers

led to the recovery of 141.42

grams of illegally procured

heroin, a highly addictive nar-

cotic substance, with an esti-

mated international market

value of approximately Rs

1.06 crore. The seized contra-

band and the two apprehended

individuals were subsequently

handed over to the Excise and

Narcotics Department in

Champhai for further investi-

gation and necessary legal pro-

ceedings. In another operation,

acting on specific intelligence

inputs received from reliable

sources regarding the move-

ment of narcotics in the

Bawngkawn area.

Chennai, Oct 13 : The Tamil

Nadu Directorate of Vigilance

and Anti-Corruption (DVAC)

on Tuesday conducted searches

at multiple properties linked to

former Public Works and

Highways Minister E.V. Velu

as part of an investigation into

allegations of disproportion-

ate assets and suspected ir-

regularities in the award of

government contracts during

the previous DMK regime.

Officials are carrying out si-

multaneous raids at Velu’s

residences and other premises

in Chennai’s Alwarpet and his

home district of

Tiruvannamalai.

According to sources, the

searches covered 13 locations

associated with the senior

DMK leader.

ACB raids ex-TN Minister
EV Velu‘s properties in
disproportionate assets case

India offers training support
to Cypriot Navy as both
push to expand defence ties
New Delhi, Oct 13: India has offered support to

the Cypriot Navy in training, capacity building and

technical assistance to enhance maritime security,

with both sides reiterating their desire to expand

the India-Cyprus defence and strategic partnership,

the Ministry of Defence said on Tuesday.

The offer was made during a meeting between De-

fence Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh and Cypriot

Naval Commander Commodore Nicolaos Luca at

the Mari Naval Base in Cyprus.

“Defence Secretary Shri Rajesh Kumar Singh met

Cypriot Naval Commander Commodore Nicolaos

Luca during his visit to Mari Naval Base, Cyprus,

on October 12, 2026,” the Ministry posted on X.

“Discussions focused on strengthening India-Cyprus

maritime and security cooperation, with India of-

fering support to the Cypriot Navy in training, ca-

pacity building and technical assistance to enhance

maritime security,” it added. The Defence Secre-

tary also met the Political Director at Cyprus’ Min-

istry of Foreign Affairs, Ambassador Salina Sambos.

“Defence Secretary Shri Rajesh Kumar Singh met

Political Director, MOFA Ambassador Salina

Sambos on October 12, 2026. They held discussions

on bilateral, regional and global issues,” the Minis-

try posted on X. “During the discussion, both sides

reiterated the desire to further strengthen and ex-

pand the defence and strategic partnership between

India and Cyprus with special emphasis on mari-

time security and defence industrial cooperation,”

it added. Rajesh Kumar Singh is on an official visit

to Cyprus from October 12-13. During his visit, he

is holding meetings with his counterparts in

the Cypriot Ministry of Defence and will

also call on Cyprus leadership.

“Following the visit of the President of

Cyprus to India in May 2026, the India-

Cyprus Strategic Partnership has gained fur-

ther momentum. Defence Secretary’s visit

is expected to underscore the shared com-

mitment to deepening and expanding bilat-

eral engagement, particularly in the mari-

time domain,” the Ministry of Defence men-

tioned in a statement.

The Defence Secretary also held a meeting

with Special Representative of the UN Sec-

retary-General Khassim Diagne and Force

Commander Major General Mohammad

Asadullah Minhazul Alam in Nicosia on

Monday, with discussions held on the United

Nations Peacekeeping Force in Cyprus

(UNFICYP) mandate, India’s longstanding

contribution to UN peacekeeping and con-

tinued support for the mission’s work in

Cyprus. After concluding his engagements

in Cyprus, Rajesh Kumar Singh will travel

to Greece for an official visit.  He will in-

teract with the senior defence and military

leadership of Greece.

Water dispute: Delhi BJP

seeks LG’s help to stop Punjab’s ‘injustice'
New Delhi, Oct 13 : On a day

when Punjab and Haryana

High Court took exception to

the water dispute between

Punjab and Haryana, the Delhi

BJP met Lieutenant Governor

V.K. Saxena and submitted a

memorandum regarding the ar-

tificial water crisis allegedly

being imposed on the people

of Delhi by the Aam Aadmi

Party (AAP) government of

Bhagwant Singh Mann.

Delhi BJP President Virendra

Sachdeva and Delhi MPs

Manoj Tiwari, Ramvir Singh

Bidhuri, Yogendra Chandolia,

Kamaljeet Sehrawat, Praveen

Khandelwal,  and Bansuri

Swaraj met the LG and sought

immediate intervention to pre-

vent the city's taps from going

dry due to reduced raw

water supply coming to

Delhi.

The memorandum stated

that the AAP government

in Punjab has announced.

10 THE INDIAN MAIL
www.theindianmail.in

14 OCTOBER 2026

WEDNESDAY, HYDERABAD NATIONAL NEWS

phones have been blocked so far, of

which 1,83,985 were blocked in Gujarat.

The performance has been attributed to

the coordinated efforts of the Depart-

ment of Telecommunications (DoT) and

Gujarat Police, particularly through the

effective use of the Central government’s

‘Sanchar Saathi’ portal and the Central

Equipment Identity Register (CEIR).



United Nations, Oct 13 : A

new pact for international ac-

tion on punishing crimes

against humanity should cover

terrorism, according to India.

“Crimes and atrocities perpe-

trated by terrorists, where they

meet the requisite threshold,

should be appropriately re-

flected within the framework of

crimes against humanity”, R

Mythili, a counsellor at India's

UN Mission, said on Tuesday.

She was speaking at a meeting

of the General Assembly's Sixth

Committee, which deals with

legal matters, regarding the

conference on Prevention and

Punishment of Crimes against

Humanity that is scheduled for

2028, where an international

convention is to be adopted.

Given the “grave nature” of ter-

rorist acts “and their impact on

people, this should, however,

be considered in a manner con-

sistent with the overall ap-

proach of the draft articles (of

the international convention)

and without simply transposing

existing legal regimes into a

new convention”, Mythili said.

Terrorism should be
considered crimes
against humanity: India at UN

Washington, Oct 13 : Five US

lawmakers have urged Secretary

of State Marco Rubio to designate

Ecuador as a Major Non-NATO

Ally, saying the move would

strengthen security cooperation

and help the country fight drug

cartels and organised crime.

Congressman Vern Buchanan

joined a letter led by Congress-

woman María Elvira Salazar and

signed by lawmakers Carlos

Giménez, Carol Miller and Greg

Steube. They asked Rubio and the

State Department to grant Ecua-

dor the special status. “The United

States must continue to strengthen

partnerships with trusted allies in

our own hemisphere,” Buchanan

said. “As Chairman of the House

Democracy Partnership, I have

seen firsthand Ecuador’s commit-

ment to combating organized

crime, countering narcotics traf-

ficking and advancing democratic

institutions. Recognizing Ecuador

as a Major Non-NATO Ally would

US lawmakers seek
special ally status for Ecuador

strengthen our strategic partner-

ship, and I am proud to support

this effort,” he said. The lawmak-

ers described Ecuador as being

on the front lines of the fight

against transnational drug traf-

ficking. Criminal groups have

exploited its Pacific coast as a

major corridor for cocaine ship-

ments bound for the United

States and Europe, the letter said.

It also pointed to record levels

of violence linked to criminal

organisations and the serious se-

curity challenges facing the

South American nation. “The

battle against the cartels does not

stop at Ecuador’s borders,”

Salazar said. “The United States

has a strategic interest in helping

democratic allies confront the

criminal organizations that

threaten our hemisphere. Desig-

nating Ecuador as a Major Non-

NATO Ally would strengthen one

of our closest security partners

in the Western Hemisphere.”

'Progress for girls in India has
significance far beyond its borders': UNICEF official
United Nations, Oct 13 :

UNICEF's Deputy Executive

Director Hannan Suleman has

praised the progress made in

the status of India's girls and

said it will have global impact.

“Over the past decade, girls'

education has improved sig-

nificantly, reflecting growing

recognition of girls' value

within families” in India, she said

on Tuesday.

“India is home to the world's larg-

est adolescent population, with

253 million adolescents” and “that

means progress for girls in India

has significance far beyond its

borders”, she said.

“India has shown that sustained

investment, large-scale commu-

Islamabad, Oct 13 : Pakistan's

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign

Minister Ishaq Dar on Tuesday dialled

Bangladesh's Foreign Affairs Advisor

Touhid Hossein, apprising him of the

escalating tensions with India while

sharing concerns about "regional

stability and security". As per de-

tails, Dar shared Islamabad's case on

the April 22 Pahalgam terror attack,

denying India's claims that led to

unilateral actions on both sides, in-

cluding the suspension of the Indus

Waters Treaty (IWT). Touhid

Hossein emphasised on the need to

exercise patience and stressed on

the urgency of de escalating ten-

sions.

Pakistan and Bangladesh

discuss 'regional stability'

Bulgarian President
calls for sharp increase
in defence investment
Sofia, Oct 13 : Bulgarian Presi-

dent Rumen Radev on Tuesday

called for a boost to defence in-

vestment, in order to modernise

the country's armed forces.

Speaking at the traditional

Army Day parade in the capital

Sofia, Radev announced: "To-

day we finally said goodbye to

the illusion that membership in

defence alliances without devel-

oping our own defence capabili-

ties is a sufficient condition for

guaranteeing security."

Bulgaria has been under the

pressure from its obligations

and commitments as a member

of NATO, and its Armed Forces

have been the focus of the

country's financial policy,

Radev said at the event.

Yemen's Houthis claim new strike on Riyadh
airport as Tehran offers to facilitate dialogue
Sanaa/Riyadh, Oct 13 : Yemen's

Houthi group said that it had launched

a new ballistic missile strike on King

Khalid International Airport in the

Saudi capital Riyadh, while Tehran

reiterated its readiness to facilitate

dialogue between Saudi Arabia and

the Houthis.

Caracas, Oct 13 : The US government is waging "psychologi-

cal warfare" against Venezuela following the failure of its eco-

nomic sanctions, Venezuelan Foreign Affairs Minister Yvan Gil

said.  "They are now resorting to psychological warfare, to mili-

tary psychological warfare," Gil said on Tuesday (local time)

during the opening of the People's Assembly for Peace and Sov-

ereignty of Our America, an event being held in Caracas.

As part of its new strategy, he said, the United States is using

"economic power, military power and, above all, media power

to wage an unprecedented psychological war" against Venezu-

ela and the region.

We are facing "a very important challenge in the history of our

republics in our region," Gil said, adding that more than 500

delegates from some 50 countries across all continents are par-

ticipating in the gathering.

The event, organised by the National Council for Sovereignty

and Peace of Venezuela, will focus on key issues such as the US

military threat, transnational crime in the region, and the Mon-

roe Doctrine, a policy revived by Washington to "generate domi-

nation" in the region, said Gil.

US wages 'psychological warfare'

against Venezuela: FM Yvan Gil

Washington, Oct 13 : Federal

agents searched the Washington-

area residence of Democratic Con-

gresswoman Ilhan Omar on Tues-

day as part of an ongoing criminal

investigation, escalating federal

scrutiny of one of President Donald

Trump's most outspoken political

opponents.

The US Department of Justice con-

firmed that agents from Homeland

Security Investigations (HSI), the

investigative arm of the Depart-

ment of Homeland Security, ex-

ecuted a court-authorised search

warrant in the Washington area.

"Today in the Washington, D.C.

area, Homeland Security Investiga-

tions executed a judicially autho-

rized search warrant secured by the

Department of Justice," a Justice

Department spokesperson said.

"This enforcement action is part of

an ongoing federal criminal inves-

tigation," the spokesperson added.

The department did not identify the

suspected offences.

US federal agents
search Ilhan Omar's home

Washington, Oct 13 : US

President Donald Trump

made a personal pitch for In-

dian-American Republican

Vivek Ramaswamy at a rally

in Youngstown, Ohio, calling

his former primary rival a

"very good friend" and brand-

ing his Democratic opponent

Amy Acton a "total lunatic".

Addressing supporters at the

Covelli Centre, Trump re-

called the 2024 Republican

presidential primary, in which

Ramaswamy ran against him

before dropping out and en-

dorsing him.

"And we're going to send my

very good friend -- you know,

I ran against him, and he was

not easy. He's a very smart guy

and he's a very good guy. And

he loves -- he loves this state,"

Trump said.

"He's got a lot of great plans,

like cutting taxes all over the

place. You'll be very happy.

Trump hails Ramaswamy
as 'very good friend', calls rival 'total lunatic'

You're going to be amazed at

how good he is, how smart

he is," he added.

Trump turned sharply on

Acton, a physician and

former state health director.

"Vivek is running against a

total lunatic named Amy

Acton, who shut down Ohio

schools during Covid locked

up your factories and your

businesses," he said, adding

that "she wants to take away

your guns". He urged voters

to back Ramaswamy and

Senator Jon Husted. "If you

want to stop it before it be-

gins, vote for Jon Husted and

vote for Vivek Ramaswamy,"

Trump said, after warning

against Ohio being "plun-

dered, ransacked and de-

stroyed like Minnesota's be-

ing destroyed".

"But this is, I think, about the

only one I've made two. That

means I like Ohio.

Washington, Oct 13 : US En-

ergy Secretary Chris Wright has

said eight million to nine million

barrels of oil are moving through

the Strait of Hormuz each day,

disputing estimates that sug-

gested traffic through the vital

waterway had fallen sharply dur-

ing the conflict with Iran. Wright

told Fox News that commercial

tracking services were unable to

present a complete picture be-

cause most vessels were travel-

ling with their transponders

switched off and under military

escort. “We know every day ex-

actly how many ships transit the

strait of Hormeus in and out,”

Wright said in an interview with

Bret Baier. “We know exactly

what they’re carrying.”

The secretary said US authori-

ties were coordinating directly

with vessels and receiving daily

reports on traffic through north-

ern and southern routes.

Commercial tracking company

Kpler had estimated that more

than 100 vessels crossed the

strait daily before the conflict. It

recorded 14 crossings on

Wednesday.

US says Hormuz oil
flows higher than tracked
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nity engagement, and policy

action can drive real, mean-

ingful change”, she said at an

event organised by India and

Sierra Leone to commemorate

the International Day of the

Girl Child. India's Permanent

Representative P Harish said

India's efforts to advance girls

through many programmes

have shown their impact over

a lifetime, and he spoke of the

mark women made at his alma

mater.
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Dubai, Oct 13 : The ICC

Men’s Cricket World Cup 2027

has attracted more than 15 mil-

lion ticket applications within

12 days of the ballot opening,

underlining the growing antici-

pation for the tournament

scheduled to be co-hosted by

South Africa, Zimbabwe and

Namibia. According to the In-

ternational Cricket Council

(ICC), a total of 15,083,752

CWC 2027 ticket demand
crosses 15 million applications in 12 days

ticket applications have been sub-

mitted, with 4,423,417 ballot reg-

istrations recorded from fans

across 142 countries.

The surge marks a significant

jump from the one million appli-

cations received during the first

week of the registration process.

The 14th edition of the tourna-

ment will return to Africa for the

first time in 24 years and is set to

feature a new format, with

organisers anticipating a glo-

bal following for what is be-

ing billed as the biggest edi-

tion in the competition’s his-

tory. ICC Chief Executive

Officer Sanjog Gupta attrib-

uted the response to the

tournament’s global appeal,

the attraction of its African

host nations and the promo-

tional efforts leading up to the

launch.

ICC mourns demise of
former Zimbabwe cricketer and
umpire Sarah Dambanevana
Dubai, Oct 13 : The Interna-

tional Cricket Council (ICC)

on Tuesday mourned the

death of former Zimbabwe

women’s cricketer and inter-

national umpire Sarah

Dambanevana, who passed

away following a brief illness

at the age of 36.

Dambanevana represented

Zimbabwe as a fast bowler

before moving into umpiring,

where she became one of the

country’s pioneering female

match officials. In 2022, she

became the first female um-

pire from Zimbabwe to join

the ICC Development Um-

pires Panel. She received her

first ICC appointment at the

ICC U19 Women’s T20 World

Cup in January 2023.

India’s yogasana impresses
China, South Africa at BRICS Traditional Games
Ahmedabad, Oct 13 : India’s

yogasana demonstration left

delegations from China and

South Africa impressed at the

first-ever BRICS Traditional

and Indigenous Demonstration

Games 2026, which brought

together close to 160 partici-

pants from 10 nations at the

Veer Savarkar Sports Com-

plex.

The one-day event  celebrated

traditional and indigenous

sporting disciplines from par-

ticipating nations, featuring

demonstrations ranging from

China’s wushu and India’s

mallakhamb to Kazakhstan’s

togyzkumalak and Brazil’s Bra-

zilian Jiu-Jitsu.

Yogasana was among the dem-

onstration sports presented by

hosts India, alongside

mallakhamb and kalaripayattu.

The event also highlighted the

growing international interest in

yogasana, with representatives

from China and South Africa

expressing their appreciation

for the discipline.

“Yoga is one of the activities in

South Africa that people use to

detox, relieve stress and im-

prove movement and flexibility.

F1 returns to Africa after 1993 as
Rwanda signs 10-year deal to host races from early 2030s
New Delhi, Oct 13

: Formula 1 returns

to Africa for the

first time since

1993, as Rwanda

has signed a 10-

year deal to host

the races from

early 2030s, F1 an-

nounced on Tues-

day.

This marks a spe-

cial milestone to

bring the sport

back to the continent, as F1's long-standing ambi-

tion to race in Africa will be fulfilled. Once a new

purpose-built circuit in Bugesera, Rwanda, is com-

pleted, the series will start racing there. It is expected

to be completed early next decade.

The circuit will be located approximately 40

kilometres south of the capital city Kigali and will

be adjacent to the new Kigali International Airport.

It will not only be used for race weekends, but the

venue will serve as a 365-day destination which can

host other motorsport events, "major events, confer-

ences and entertainment, helping to drive long-term

economic growth and investment across the region,"

F1 further stated.

After Shelton, Arthur Gea sinks
Jakub Mensik to enter QF at Shanghai Masters
Shanghai, Oct 13 : France's

Arthur Gea continued his stel-

lar record against Top-20

ranked players as Czech's

Jakub Mensik became his lat-

est victim at the ongoing

Shanghai Masters here on

Tuesday.

World No. 56 Gea had earlier

dispatched No. 4 Ben Shelton

in the round of 32 and now

defeated No. 15 Mensik in the

round of 16 in straight sets,

7-6(4), 6-4, to move into the

quarterfinals. Gea now has a 4-1 career

record against top-20 players and has

13 wins in his last 15 tour-level

matches. "I’m really happy about the

result. I had a little revenge today, be-

cause at the US Open I stopped in this

round," Gea said. "I wanted to go far

this week, and obviously now it’s start-

ing to be good. I hope it’s going to con-

tinue." Gea outclassed Mensik in his

own game. The Czech is known as a big

server, but Gea fired 11 aces to Mensik's

six and also won 80% of his first-serve

points.

‘They may opt for a little bit more
spinning wicket’: Nurul Hasan anticipates
Afghanistan’s strategy in ODI tri-series
Dhaka, Oct 13 : Bangladesh

wicketkeeper-batter Nurul Hasan expects

Afghanistan to rely on their spin resources

during the ODI tri-series featuring

Bangladesh and Zimbabwe, which begins

in Abu Dhabi on October 17, as the teams

prepare for the upcoming Asia Cup and

ODI World Cup.

Speaking to reporters before departing for

the United Arab Emirates on Tuesday,

Nurul backed Bangladesh to compete for

the title while identifying the conditions

and the return of Afghanistan’s leading

spinners as key factors in the contest.

Gill, Shafali claim ICC Player of the Month awards for September 2026
Dubai, Oct 13 : India ODI

and Test captain Shubman

Gill and opener Shafali Verma

have been named the ICC

Men’s and Women’s Players

of the Month for September,

respectively, completing a

double for India for the third

time in the award's history.

Gill secured his fifth monthly

honour after a prolific ODI series

against the West Indies, extending

his record for the most wins in the

men’s category. Verma earned her

second award after playing key

roles in India’s triumphs at the

Women’s Asia Cup and the Asian

Games.

Gill's latest recognition puts him

alongside West Indies captain

Hayley Matthews, who has also

won the ICC Player of the Month

award five times. His previous

wins came in January and Septem-

ber 2023, followed by February

and July 2025. The right-handed

batter made a decisive contribu-

tion in India’s ODI series against

the West Indies, scoring 110 in the

opening match in

Thiruvananthapuram as the hosts

secured an eight-wicket victory to

take a 1-0 lead. He followed that

performance with a stunning 223

off 133 deliveries, registering the

quickest double-century in ODI

history and powering India’s suc-

cessful chase of a 406-run target.

India won by eight wickets with

39 balls remaining.

Chris Green to
lead Australia at Hong
Kong Sixes 2026
Hong Kong, Oct 13 : Aus-

tralia have named a seven-

member squad for the Hong

Kong Sixes 2026, with all-

rounder Chris Green ap-

pointed captain as the former

champions prepare for the

three-day tournament from

October 30 to November 1.

Green will lead a squad fea-

turing Jack Wood, Max

Bryant, Nick Hobson, Kane

Richardson, Alex Ross and

Matt Kelly.

Kusal Mendis to begin Test captaincy stint
as Sri Lanka name squad for Pakistan tour

Colombo, Oct 13 : Sri Lanka have named a 15-

member squad for their two-Test tour of Paki-

stan in the ICC World Test Championship (WTC)

2025–2027 cycle, with Kusal Mendis set to take

charge of the red-ball side for the first time.

England announce squads for
white-ball Australia series, rest key pacers for T20Is
New Delhi, Oct 13 : England have announced their squad for the white-

ball series against Australia and have rested several key bowlers for the

T20Is as the focus lies on the subsequent Test series in South Africa

and the ODI World Cup 2027. Speedsters Jofra Archer, Gus Atkinson,

Sonny Baker and Josh Tongue have all been rested for the five-match

T20I series that will be played from November 21 onwards. However,

the Three Lions have named a full-strength squad for the preceding

three ODIs that will be played from November 12 onwards. Archer and

Jacob Bethell have returned to the ODI squad as England look to ramp

up their preparations for the World Cup in South Africa, Zimbabwe and

Namibia, which is less than a year away from

now. "The returns of Jacob Bethell and Jofra

Archer for the ODI series means that we will

be at close to full strength as we ramp up prepa-

rations for a World Cup in a year's time."


