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'They had all day to announce the ban':

Vinicius slams La Liga for suspension timing
New Delhi, Oct 15 : Real Madrid

forward Vinicius Junior has

slammed La Liga for announcing

his four-match domestic suspen-

sion just two hours before the

club’s UEFA Champions...

IDBI Bank shares tank over 7 pc as govt

clears Rs 52,878 crore stake sale to Fairfax
IDBI Bank shares on Thursday de-

clined more than 7 per cent in

morning trade after the Cabinet

Committee on Economic Affairs

(CCEA) approved strategic re-

structuring of the lender...

President Murmu calls for

Greater Economic Empowerment of Rural Women
Vijayawada, Oct 15 : Presi-

dent of India Droupadi Murmu

on Thursday called for greater

economic empowerment of ru-

ral women, stressing the need

to strengthen their control over

income and assets and expand

opportunities for entrepreneur-

ship. Inaugurating the National

SARAS Mela 2026 in

Vijayawada, organised by the

Union Ministry of Rural Development and the Andhra

Pradesh government, the President said Self-Help

Groups (SHGs) had emerged as key drivers of finan-

cial independence, inclusive development and rural

economic growth. Murmu noted that more than 10

crore women were associated with over 90 lakh SHGs

across the country. The Lakhpati Didi initiative, digi-

tal services and renewable energy sectors were creat-

ing new opportunities for rural women, she added.

She emphasised the need for community-based sup-

port for domestic care responsibilities and greater par-

ticipation of women in climate-resilient

enterprises. SARAS Melas, she added,

were strengthening direct links between

rural women entrepreneurs and consum-

ers, contributing to the vision of Viksit

Bharat by 2047. Around 1,500 SHG en-

trepreneurs and Lakhpati Didis from 34

States and Union Territories are exhibit-

ing their products at more than 650 stalls.

The mela will remain open until October

31. Andhra Pradesh Governor S Abdul

Nazeer, Chief Minister N. Chandrababu

Naidu and Union Ministers Shivraj Singh

Chouhan, Kinjarapu Ram Mohan Naidu

and Pemmasani Chandra Sekhar attended

the event.

Chandrababu and his wife to
present silk garments to Goddess Durga

Vijayawada, Oct 15 : The Dasara

Sharannavaratri celebrations are being

held on a grand scale at Indrakeeladri.

On the occasion of Moola

Nakshatra—the most sacred day dur-

ing these festivities—Chief Minis-

ter Chandrababu Naidu and his wife

will present traditional silk garments

(pattu vastralu) to Goddess Kanaka

Durga. The Chief Minister

and his wife are scheduled to

offer these garments today

Friday at 4:00 PM.  Further-

more, in observance of Moola

Nakshatra, free darshan will

be provided across all queue

lines today Temple officials

have decided to provide easy,

quick, and free darshan for

ordinary devotees.

In view of the expected heavy

influx of devotees, all

antaralaya (inner sanctum)

darshans, as well as darshans

under protocol or special rec-

ommendations, have been

completely cancelled. All

devotees will be provided the

opportunity to view Goddess

Saraswati—adorned in her

special alankaram.

Setback for YSRCP
in Kuppam; large-scale defections to TDP
Chittoor, Oct  15: The

YSRCP has suffered a major

blow in Kuppam, located in

the district. A large number of

party members have bid fare-

well to the YSRCP and joined

the Telugu Desam Party

(TDP). On Thursday, these

members joined the TDP in the

presence of TDP MLC

Kancharla Srikanth. Kuppam

Municipal Vice-Chairman

Munuswamy and former Mar-

ket Committee Chairman

Vidyasagar, along with their

followers, joined the TDP. On this

occasion, they were welcomed

into the party fold with the tradi-

tional TDP scarves (kanduvas)

draped over them.

On this occasion, they stated that

they are joining the TDP to work

alongside Chief Minister

Chandrababu Naidu, inspired by

the development initiatives he is

undertaking. MLC Kancharla

Srikanth emphasized that the de-

velopment of Kuppam is possible

only under the leadership of CM

Chandrababu. He further pre-

dicted that the YSRCP—

which had previously lured

people through various in-

ducements—is bound to be

completely emptied.

A wave of resignations con-

tinues within the YSRCP.

The number of people leav-

ing the party is growing day

by day, spanning from

Srikakulam in North

Andhra to Anantapur in the

Rayalaseema region. Most

recently, YSRCP leaders

from Kuppam resigned

from the party and joined the TDP. The

schedule for local body elections was

released on Wednesday. Parties within

the alliance are currently discussing

seat-sharing arrangements for these

elections, and a resolution is expected

to be reached in the coming hours.

Ladakh achieves historic
development milestone; happy to be part of it : PM Modi
Leh, Oct 15 : Prime Minister

Narendra Modi said on Thursday

that the Ladakh region has reached

a historic milestone in its devel-

opment, and he was happy to be a

part of this historic moment.

PM Modi inaugurated five major

development projects in Ladakh

worth around Rs 3,350 crore.

Addressing a large gathering

through video conferencing after

he e-inaugurated these projects,

the Prime Minister greeted the

people in the Ladakhi language.

“A new chapter is being written

today in the history of Ladakh, and

I am happy to be associated with

this technological milestone.

These projects will bring electric-

ity and water, and give new power

to our people. Today, I saw it was

snowing in Zanskar, and I saw the

people there kept the Tricolour

high and mighty. This is our

Ladakh," he said “For today’s

projects, I congratulate the people

of Ladakh, engineers and all those

associated with these projects. I

must make a special mention of

the BRO,” he said. The PM said

that some time ago he had laid the

foundation stone of the new air-

port building at Leh, and today he

is fortunate to inaugurate the new

terminal of this airport.  “This ter-

minal has been built for Rs 650

crore. The arrival capacity will

increase from around 10 lakh to

35 lakh annually. Flight opera-

tions will increase three times.

This airport terminal is fitted

with geothermal technology and

is the first airport in the country

to have this facility. We are com-

mitted to the development of the

region, and this terminal will

give new energy to the tourism

sector,” he said. PM Modi said

the Nimmu-Padum-Darcha Road

has been dedicated to the people

of Ladakh. It was built for Rs

2,500 crore, and travel time has

been reduced from 12 hours to

just three hours.

Telangana to digitise market yards,
boost storage capacity to 2 lakh tonnes

Hyderabad, Oct 15  : Agricul-

ture and Marketing Minister

Tummala Nageswara Rao has

directed the officials concerned

to modernise market yards

across Telangana through

digitalisation, solar power in-

stallations and improved stor-

age facilities. During a review

meeting with Marketing de-

partment director Rahul Raj

at the state Secretariat here

on Thursday, the minister

called for end-to-end digital

management of market op-

erations, covering vehicle

entry, weighing, sales, trans-

actions and payments. He

directed the officials to de-

velop an online payment

system for farmers to ensure

transparency and eliminate

irregularities.

El Niño impact:
CS conducts field inspection
Hyderabad, Oct 15  : Chief

Secretary Sanjay Jaju on

Thursday began a field visit to

assess the changing weather

conditions associated with the

anticipated El Niño impact

and their implications for wa-

ter availability across the State.

As part of the visit, the Chief

Secretary inspected water avail-

ability in the Singur and

Manjeera reservoirs and

reviewed with senior of-

ficials the implementation

of alternative plans formu-

lated by the government to

ensure uninterrupted

drinking water supply to

Hyderabad and the dis-

tricts of Sangareddy,

Kamareddy, Nizamabad

and Medak. With water

storage levels in the Singur and Manjeera

reservoirs declining, the Chief Secretary

directed officials to utilise available water

resources efficiently and strengthen ad-

vance planning to meet drinking water re-

quirements in the coming days.

KTR accuses Telangana CM of

creating power crisis to facilitate foreign coal scam
Hyderabad, Oct 15 : BRS Work-

ing President K.T. Rama Rao on

Thursday accused Chief Minister

A. Revanth Reddy of deliberately

creating conditions for a coal and

power crisis to pave the way for a

3,000 crore scam through proposed

foreign coal imports.  He charged

that the government was weaken-

ing Singareni Collieries Com-

pany Limited while preparing to

facilitate expensive imports

through questionable arrange-

ments involving Bhotra Logis-

tics. In an open letter addressed

to Chief Minister Revanth Reddy,

Deputy Chief Minister Mallu

Bhatti Vikramarka.

Kishan Reddy distributes medical

equipment to Secunderabad health Centres
Union Minister G. Kishan Reddy

distributed modern medical

equipment to Urban Primary

Health Centres (UPHCs) in his

Secunderabad Parliamentary

constituency...
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Bhubaneswar, Oct 15 : The

Odisha Director General of

Police (DGP), Vinaytosh

Mishra, on Thursday directed

the senior police officials to

take proactive steps in consul-

tation with college authorities

to prevent violence during the

campus polls scheduled for

Thursday. The Odisha DGP

has chaired a high-level re-

view meeting held through

video conferencing on secu-

rity arrangements and the law-

and-order situation in connec-

tion with college elections at

the DGP's camp office in

Bhubaneswar. The District

Superintendents of Police

(SPs) and Range Inspectors

Odisha DGP directs police to

take proactive steps to prevent campus poll violence
General (IGs)/Deputy Inspectors

General (DIGs) attended the meet-

ing. At the meeting, the DGP

emphasised preventing violence

on college campuses, maintaining

peace and order, ensuring the

smooth conduct of the student

union elections and preventing

post-election violence. "The po-

lice need to focus on preventing

violence by taking precautionary

measures in advance rather than

taking action after a violent inci-

dent occurs in a college," the DGP

said. Therefore, DGP Mishra in-

structed police officials to main-

tain regular contact with college

authorities and keep a close watch

on places and situations where

tensions can arise.

Varanasi, Oct 15 : Uttar

Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath on Thursday re-

viewed preparations for the

upcoming air show and Prime

Minister Narendra Modi’s pro-

posed visit, conducting an on-

site inspection at "Namo Ghat"

and issuing detailed directives

on crowd management, secu-

rity, and logistics.

The Chief Minister first vis-

ited Namo Ghat, where the

CM Yogi reviews air show preparations
in Varanasi, inspects Namo Ghat arrangements

Police Commissioner, District

Magistrate, and Army officials

briefed him using project maps.

He inspected the proposed ar-

rangements and instructed that

robust security measures be en-

sured not only at Namo Ghat but

also at other major ghats along the

Ganga. The air show is scheduled

for October 22, 24, and 25, with

Prime Minister Narendra Modi,

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh,

and other dignitaries expected to

attend on the final day.  Later, at a

review meeting held at the Circuit

House auditorium, CM Yogi

stressed the need for effective

crowd management in view of the

anticipated large turnout.

He directed the deployment of

adequate police forces so that the

public faces no inconvenience and

called for a comprehensive police

deployment plan that takes into

account other festivals and events

in the city.  The Chief Minister or-

dered smooth traffic management

through a well-planned route di-

version system and sufficient

parking facilities with clear

signage. He instructed proper bar-

ricading at the venue and

riverfront ghats, availability of

adequate life jackets, and readi-

ness of a green corridor for emer-

gencies. Mobile toilets must be

provided in sufficient numbers

at the ghats, and police, traffic

police, and municipal person-

nel should be deployed at park-

ing sites. He also directed the

Municipal Corporation to

launch a special cleanliness

drive for the ghats and a city-

wide sanitation campaign.

Ghats from Namo Ghat to Assi

Ghat are to be painted, spiral

lights installed on utility poles

along major routes from the air-

port, and key intersections

beautified.  The Vice-Chairman

of the Varanasi Development

Authority was asked to ensure

necessary action.

'Love your community, never hate

others': Meghalaya CM at Hindu Mission centenary
Shillong, Oct 15 :

Meghalaya Chief

Minister Conrad K.

Sangma on Thursday

called for communal

harmony, secularism

and mutual respect,

saying that loving

one's own community

should never translate

into hatred towards

others.

Addressing the cente-

nary celebration of

The Meghalaya Hindu

Mission at Mawprem

in Shillong, Sangma

said that unity and re-

spect for diverse faiths

and cultures were es-

sential for the

progress and well-be-

ing of society.

"We should love our community,

but never hate others," the Chief

Minister said, emphasising that

every community contributes to

Meghalaya's social fabric and

plays an important role in the

state's development.  Arts and

Culture Minister Sanbor Shullai

and MLA Paul Lyngdoh were also

present at the programme.

Sangma praised the Mission for

its century-long philanthropic

work, noting that organisations

committed to public service help

strengthen peace, harmony and

understanding across communi-

ties. Referring to the state

government's work over the past

eight years, the Chief Minister

said its welfare initiatives had

been directed towards all citizens,

irrespective of their community or

background.

Congress appoints state heads for

Vichar Vibhag, Rajiv Gandhi Panchayati Raj Sangathan
New Delhi, Oct 15 :The All

India Congress Committee on

Thursday announced a fresh

set of organisational appoint-

ments with the approval of the

Congress President Mallikarjun

Kharge.  AICC General Secretary

KC Venugopal issued two press

releases from the party headquar-

ters at 24 Akbar Road, notifying

the appointment of state chairper-

sons for the "Vichar Vibhag" and

state chairpersons and conveners

for the Rajiv Gandhi Panchayati

Raj Sangathan, all with immedi-

ate effect.

Assam to get Northeast's

first visa application centre in Guwahati
Guwahati, Oct 15 : Assam Chief Minister Himanta

Biswa Sarma on Thursday announced that the Northeast's

first visa application centre will be inaugurated in

Guwahati on Thursday, a move aimed at making interna-

tional travel more accessible and convenient for people

across the region.  In a post on social media platform X,

CM Sarma said the new centre would bring visa services

for several countries closer to residents of the Northeast,

potentially reducing the need to travel outside the region

to access such services.  "Assam, are you ready to take

off?" the Chief Minister said, announcing the inaugura-

tion scheduled for October 15.  The centre is being estab-

lished by VFS Global, a company that provides visa ap-

plication and related services on behalf of governments

and diplomatic missions worldwide.  According to the

Chief Minister, the Guwahati centre will facilitate visa

applications for 14 countries, including several European

destinations covered by the Schengen visa system.

The countries listed include Austria, the Czech Repub-

lic, Estonia, France, Italy, Latvia, Switzerland, Cyprus,

Egypt, Ireland, Japan, Malta and Morocco, among oth-

ers.  The Schengen visa allows eligible travellers to visit

multiple countries within Europe's Schengen Area under a

single visa, subject to applicable entry conditions.

The new facility is expected to improve access to interna-

tional travel-related services for residents of Assam and

neighbouring Northeastern states, particularly those plan-

ning overseas trips for tourism, education, business or other

purposes.  Guwahati, the largest city in the Northeast and a

major commercial and administrative hub, serves as a gate-

way for people travelling from across the region.

Gujarat completes over 96 pc of

ration supplies to fair price shops ahead of Diwali
Gandhinagar, Oct 15 : More

than 96 per cent of the transpor-

tation of foodgrains and essen-

tial commodities from ware-

houses to fair price shops across

Gujarat has been completed as

the state government begins ad-

vance distribution for October

ahead of Diwali, Food and Civil

Supplies Minister Raman

Solanki said on Thursday.

The state government has de-

cided to distribute foodgrains and

essential commodities to ration

cardholders in advance during

October, in addition to the regu-

lar monthly allocation, as Diwali

falls in early November this year.

As part of the additional fes-

tive allocation, each ration

cardholder will receive one li-

tre of double-filtered ground-

nut oil and one kg of sugar.

This will take the total sugar

allocation to two kg per ration

card. Solanki said adequate

stocks of groundnut oil and

sugar were available at fair

price shops. Minister of State

for Food and Civil Supplies,

P. C. Baranda, said: "Approxi-

mately 1.95 lakh metric tonnes

of commodities had been de-

livered to fair price shops out

of a total of around two lakh

metric tonnes.

To attract tourists, Mizoram undertaking
tourism infrastructure projects worth Rs 681 crore: CM
Aizawl, Oct 15 : Mizoram

Chief Minister Lalduhoma on

Thursday said that the state

government, in collaboration

with the Central government,

was undertaking tourism in-

frastructure projects worth Rs

681.16 crore at various loca-

tions to attract more visitors

and promote the state's tour-

ism potential.

The Chief Minister expressed

gratitude to the Union Minis-

try of Tourism, the Ministry

of Development of the North

Eastern Region (DoNER) and

NITI Aayog for their financial

support in developing tourism

infrastructure in the state. He

also said that projects worth

Rs 11.10 crore were in the

pipeline under the state's flag-

ship Bana Kaih

(Handholding) scheme.

Lalduhoma made these re-

marks while attending the sec-

ond day of the Mizoram Tour-

ism Conclave 2026 at the As-

sembly Annexe Conference Hall

in Aizawl. The theme of the con-

clave is “Investing in Mizoram

CAN (Culture, Adventure and

Nature) for Sustainable Develop-

ment”. Addressing the gathering,

the Chief Minister said that the ex-

tension of railway services to

Sairang, near the state capital

Aizawl, had improved Mizoram's

accessibility and contributed to an

increase in tourist arrivals. He said

around six lakh tourists had vis-

ited the state up to September this

year, adding that the number was

expected to rise further. However,

the existing accommodation fa-

cilities were struggling to meet the

growing demand, making tourism

a promising sector for investment,

he said. Emphasising the

government's commitment to de-

veloping tourism in rural areas,

Lalduhoma highlighted its focus

on community-based tourism to

ensure that local communities

benefited from the growing sec-

tor. He said the construction of

199 new homestays, supported

through the Bana Kaih scheme,

corporate social responsibility

(CSR) initiatives and the Pradhan

Mantri Janjati Adivasi Nyaya

Maha Abhiyan (PM-JANMAN),

had recently been launched.

The Chief Minister identified cul-

ture, adventure and nature as three

key strengths that could help at-

tract more tourists to Mizoram and

create fresh investment opportu-

nities. Highlighting the impor-

tance of culture, he said the rich-

ness of Mizo traditions and the

local way of life, along with

peaceful communities and

cleanliness, were valuable as-

sets that could make the state

an attractive tourism destina-

tion. On adventure tourism,

Lalduhoma said activities such

as paragliding competitions,

half-marathons and cycling

events could draw more visi-

tors while promoting Mizoram

as a destination for adventure

enthusiasts.
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Kishan Reddy distributes medical

equipment to Secunderabad health Centres
Hyderabad, Oct 15  : Union Minister G.

Kishan Reddy distributed modern medical

equipment to Urban Primary Health Centres

(UPHCs) in his Secunderabad Parliamentary

constituency to strengthen healthcare services

for the poor.

During visits to health centres at DBR Mills

in Kavadiguda, Anantham in Musheerabad and

Mettuguda areas here on Thursday, the Union

minister inspected medical facilities and re-

viewed the availability of free medicines and

services with the staff.

Singareni will not
be privatised, asserts Sridhar Babu
Hyderabad, Oct 15

: Minister for IT and

Industries D. Sridhar

Babu on Thursday

categorically ruled

out any move to

privatise Singareni

Collieries Company

Limited (SCCL), as-

serting that the Con-

gress government

was committed to

protecting the public

sector coal mining

company.

Speaking to the media

at the CLP office, the

Minister launched a

sharp attack on BRS

working president

K.T. Rama Rao, ques-

tioning why he had

r e m e m b e r e d

Singareni only after

12 years.

He alleged that the

previous BRS government had treated the com-

pany as an “ATM” and accused KTR of mak-

ing statements that could damage its reputation.

Sridhar Babu maintained that tenders in

Singareni had been conducted transparently

since the Congress government assumed office.

He alleged that the criticism was being levelled

by certain forces unhappy with the changes in-

troduced by the present government.

Claiming that the previous BRS regime had left

thousands of crores of rupees in dues to

Singareni, the Minister questioned whether

members of KTR’s family had effectively con-

trolled the organisation over the past decade.

He advised KTR to refrain from what he termed

diversionary politics and blamed the decline in

Singareni’s production on the policies pursued

by the previous BRS government. He also de-

manded that the BRS account for the promises

made to Singareni workers during its 10-year

tenure and disclose how many had been ful-

filled.

Sridhar Babu further alleged that the previous

government had taken steps towards

privatisation by handing over the Tadicherla coal

block to a private company.

Hyderabad, Oct 15 : The

chief engineer of the Yadadri

Thermal Power Plant at

Dameracherla, Suresh Naik,

has been suspended for al-

leged negligence in power

generation.

The State government has

also appointed five IAS offic-

ers as special officers to over-

see power generation and

coal supplies at the plant.

Harikishan, Venkatesh Dotre,

Rahul Raj, Hanumanth

Kondiba and Sivakumar

Naidu have been assigned the

responsibility of monitoring

operations. The action comes

in the wake of Chief Minis-

ter A. Revanth Reddy ex-

pressing displeasure over

power disruptions.

Yadadri plant chief

engineer suspended
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Chandigarh, Oct 15 : A call for a shutdown

across Punjab on Thursday following the kill-

ing of anti-drug activist Parvinder Singh Jhota

has received support from several political

parties and organisations, including the

Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee

(SGPC), the Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD), the

Congress and farmer unions.  Its statewide

impact and the extent of participation by

shops, transport services and other institutions

from 6 a.m. to 5 p.m. are likely to disrupt life,

especially daily commuters.  The backing

from religious, political and farmers'

organisations has lent wider support to the

shutdown call, which seeks to draw attention

to the killing and the broader issue of drug

trafficking in the state.  The shutdown has

been called by a joint action committee formed

after the killing.  The committee has demanded

a Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) probe,

the resignation of Chief Minister Bhagwant

Mann and the removal of Director General of

Police Gaurav Yadav.  It has also sought a post-

mortem examination by a panel from the Post-

Call for Punjab shutdown
after killing of anti-drug activist

graduate Institute of Medical

Education and Research

(PGIMER) in Chandigarh.

The protesters at the victim's

hometown Mansa have said

they will not allow Jhota's last

rites until their demands are

met.  The victim's family has

expressed anger over the delay

in registering the first informa-

tion report (FIR), which they

say was filed nearly 30 hours

after the crime.  They alleged

that there was a serious lapse

by the police during and after

the incident.  The SGPC has

announced that its offices and

institutions will remain closed

on Thursday in support of the

bandh. The SGPC President

Harjinder Singh Dhami has

expressed solidarity with the

campaign against drugs and the

bereaved family.

Traders raise alarm over protests

during festive season, seek intervention

from PM, CJI and Rahul Gandhi
New Delhi, Oct 15 : With the festive sea-

son underway, traders' organisations have

expressed concern that continued political

protests by the Cockroach Janta Party (CJP)

and the Congress in the national capital

could disrupt business activities, restrict cus-

tomers' movement and cause substantial fi-

nancial losses to traders who have stocked

up goods for Navratri, Dussehra, Diwali and

Chhath Puja.  Representatives of several

traders' associations have appealed to the

Centre, political leaders and protest

organisers to ensure that demonstrations do

not adversely affect commercial activities,

particularly during the peak festive shopping

period. They have sought the intervention

of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Chief Jus-

tice of India Justice Surya Kant and Con-

gress MP Rahul Gandhi. Traders urged them

to help find a solution that balances the right

to protest with the right to conduct business.

Ajay Banarsi Das Gupta of the Vyapar

Mandal said traders prepare throughout the

year for the festive season, often taking bank

loans and borrowing money to build up

stocks in anticipation of higher sales.

He alleged that the protests being held by

the Opposition, particularly those under

Rahul Gandhi's leadership.

Bihar: Leaders visit bereaved families after

boat capsizing incident claim lives of 13 children
Patna, Oct 15 : Several lead-

ers from Bihar’s ruling and

opposition parties visited

Raghopur in Vaishali district

following the boat capsizing

incident that claimed 13

children’s lives.

Meanwhile, the district ad-

ministration has sought expla-

nations from the Raghopur

Circle Officer (CO) and Sta-

tion House Officer (SHO)

over possible lapses in safety

arrangements and ordered

that their salaries be withheld

until further notice.

The private boat capsized

near Rampur Shyamchand

Panchayat at around 8:30 pm

on Tuesday.

The 13 deceased children in-

cluded nine girls and four boys.

Six other people—two adults and

four children—were rescued and

taken to Nalanda Medical College

Hospital (NMCH) in Patna for

treatment.

Bihar Deputy Chief Minister

Bijendra Prasad Yadav, accompa-

nied by Minister Ramkripal

Yadav, visited the affected fami-

lies and assured them that appro-

priate action would be taken.

Union Minister of State for Home

Affairs Nityanand Rai also visited

the accident site and met the be-

reaved families.

He described the incident as

deeply tragic and expressed con-

dolences to those who lost their

loved ones. Rai prayed for peace

for the departed souls and strength

for the grieving families to cope

with their loss.

RJD MP from Pataliputra, Misa

Bharti, visited Raghopur and met

the affected families.

Speaking to the media, she de-

scribed the tragedy as a failure of

the government and criticised the

district administration over al-

leged shortcomings in rescue op-

erations and medical facilities.

RJD National Working President

and Raghopur MLA Tejashwi

Yadav also called for a high-

level inquiry into the incident.

He said he and party workers

had been in contact with offi-

cials since Tuesday night and

alleged that NDRF and SDRF

teams had not reached the spot

when his party’s team first ar-

rived. Tejashwi said he had

spoken to the Principal Secre-

tary of the Disaster Manage-

ment Department and the Dis-

trict Magistrate.

Rajasthan DGP reviews

law and order across the state

India and Russia reaffirm commitment to

strengthen Special and Privileged Strategic Partnership

I
ndia and Russia on Wednesday held wide-rang

ing discussions on issues of common interest, in

cluding their impact on international security,

during the Seventh India-Russia Special Mechanism

on Pakistan and Afghanistan, held in New Delhi. The

discussion was co-chaired by India’s Deputy National

Security Advisor (NSA), Pavan Kapoor and Russia’s

Deputy Secretary of the Security Council, Aleksandr

Venediktov. "Both sides held wide-ranging discus-

sions on issues of common interest, including their

impact on international security. They reaffirmed their

commitment to strengthen their ongoing cooperation

under the aegis of India-Russia Special and Privi-

leged Strategic Partnership," read a statement issued

by the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA).

According to the ministry, during his visit, Venediktov

also called on National Security Advisor Ajit Doval.

Meanwhile, India and Russia also held on Wednes-

day discussions on deepening military ties, expand-

ing professional exchanges and exploring ways to

have greater collaboration in areas of mutual inter-

est. The talks took place during a meeting between

the Acting Commander of the Moscow Military Dis-

trict of the Russian Armed Forces, Lieutenant Gen-

eral Igor Anatolyevich Seritsky and the General Of-

ficer Commanding-in-Chief, Sapta Shakti Command,

Lieutenant General Mohit Malhotra.

"Lieutenant General Igor Anatolyevich Seritsky, Act-

ing Commander of the Moscow Military District of

the Armed Forces of the Russian Federation, inter-

acted with Lieutenant General Mohit Malhotra, Gen-

eral Officer Commanding-in-Chief, Sapta Shakti

Command," the Indian Army's Additional Director-

ate General of Public Information (ADGPI) posted

on X. "The interaction focused on deepening bilat-

eral military ties, enhancing professional ex-

changes and exploring avenues for greater collabo-

ration in areas of mutual interest, further reinforc-

ing the longstanding India-Russia defence partner-

ship," it added. On Wednesday, the Indian Naval

ship (INS) Sahyadri also hosted a reception aboard

the vessel in Russia's Vladivostok, bringing to-

gether representatives of the Russian Navy, the city

administration and Indian diplomatic officials. In

a statement shared on X on Wednesday, the Con-

sulate General of India in Vladivostok said, "INS

Sahyadri hosted a Deck Reception in Vladivostok,

welcoming distinguished guests from Russian Fed-

eration Navy, City Administration and Consulate

General of India onboard for an evening of fel-

lowship and goodwill." Reflecting the camarade-

rie and team spirit, the navies of India and Russia

participated in friendly football and basketball

matches, highlighting sportsmanship, teamwork

and the enduring bonds of friendship.

Jaipur, Oct 15 : Director General of Police (DGP) Rajiv

Kumar Sharma has directed police officers across

Rajasthan to maintain heightened vigilance regarding law

and order and ensure prompt, effective action in all situa-

tions. During a review meeting on crime and law and or-

der held at Police Headquarters on Thursday, the DGP re-

viewed several key issues, including the timely disposal

of pending cases, crime prevention, monitoring of sensi-

tive incidents, preparations for the upcoming Panchayati

Raj elections, and the conduct of police personnel. Inspec-

tors General of Police (IGPs) from all ranges and Superin-

tendents of Police (SPs) from all districts participated in

the meeting via video conference. Additional Directors

General of Police (ADGs) and other senior police officers

attended the meeting at Police Headquarters. DGP Sharma

directed officers to identify cases involving contentious

issues that could potentially disrupt law and order and

prioritise their monitoring. He instructed that lists of such

cases be prepared and regularly reviewed at police sta-

tion, circle, and district levels. He also emphasised the need

for timely coordination with relevant departments, includ-

ing the Revenue and Forest Departments, to resolve dis-

putes.  Officers were directed to use mediation, preven-

tive measures, and other appropriate legal remedies to pre-

vent local disputes from escalating into serious law-and-

order situations. Taking serious note of in-

stances involving police personnel allegedly

engaged in criminal activities, the DGP di-

rected officers to identify and monitor such

personnel and initiate appropriate action in

accordance with the rules.  He stressed that

police personnel deployed at police stations

and in the field must maintain sensitive,

courteous, and cooperative behaviour to-

wards the public.

Officers were also instructed to hear com-

plainants regularly and ensure the timely

resolution of their grievances. In view of

recent incidents, the DGP directed senior

officers to ensure effective supervision of

sensitive and serious cases. He emphasised

the immediate reporting of such incidents

to senior authorities, prompt and appropri-

ate action based on verified facts.
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Sting Op row: Kumaraswamy accuses

K’taka govt of targeting JD-S social media workers
Bengaluru, Oct 15 : Union Minister for Heavy

Industries and Steel and JD(S) State President

H.D. Kumaraswamy on Thursday accused the

Karnataka government of targeting party work-

ers for questioning an alleged conspiracy to tar-

nish the image of former Chief Minister

Siddaramaiah through a honey-trap operation.

In a statement, Kumaraswamy alleged that he and

his associates were being targeted for question-

ing what he described as a systematic and

organised conspiracy to damage the reputation of

former chief minister and Congress Working

Committee (CWC) Member Siddaramaiah, who

served as Chief Minister of Karnataka for more

than eight years. He claimed that the police had

taken away Shankar, a young man working with

the JD(S) social media team, on Wednesday morn-

ing without registering any case against him.

According to Kumaraswamy, after the party's le-

gal cell lodged a complaint at the

Annapoorneshwari Nagar police station, Shankar

was allegedly made to call his wife and inform

her only that the Central Crime Branch (CCB)

police had taken him away, after which the call

was disconnected. “Enough of this deceptive

drama. On what grounds was he taken away?”

Kumaraswamy asked.

He alleged that instead of acting against the

person responsible for recording and circulat-

ing the sting operation footage that allegedly

damaged Siddaramaiah's reputation, the police

were targeting JD(S) social media workers who

questioned the incident. Kumaraswamy also al-

leged that the person who recorded the footage,

whom he accused of operating under the guise

of a media professional, was moving around

freely while party workers were being targeted.



Colombia opens Embassy in Jerusalem

New Delhi, Oct 15: China’s

Industrial and Commercial

Bank of China (ICBC) lent

hundreds of millions of dol-

lars to high-risk borrowers in

Africa for projects despite in-

ternal warnings about corrup-

tion and weak compliance, a

new report has said.

The report from the United

States based ADF (Africa De-

fense Forum) said the bank

courted high-risk borrowers in

Africa and elsewhere,

prioritising geopolitical objec-

tives tied to Beijing over stan-

dard risk controls.

The report cited an investiga-

tion by the International Con-

sortium of Investigative Jour-

nalists (ICIJ) which reviewed

almost 5 million internal docu-

ments from 2005 to 2024 held

at the bank’s London offices to

China’s ICBC lends to African

borrowers despite findings of corruption: Report
identify the way the ICBC

courted high-risk borrowers.

The documents contained in-

structions from ICBC’s Com-

munity Party committee,

which pushes government

policies, showing that the bank

worked with clients avoided

by other lenders over corrup-

tion. “Credit application forms

and other confidential records

sometimes included the phrase

‘China rationale’ to explain

why ICBC London would

want to pursue a deal, reveal-

ing the geopolitical nature of

some loans,” the report said.

Senior ICBC officials ig-

nored warnings after ICBC's

Beijing headquarters flagged

in 2024 that the bank’s over-

seas operations reflected

poor client screening, weak

oversight of employees.

New Delhi, Oct 15 : India and

the United States discussed ways

to deepen bilateral technological

cooperation, with a focus on

semiconductor manufacturing,

artificial intelligence (AI),

trusted supply chains and criti-

cal minerals, during a high-level

meeting in Washington, it was

announced on Thursday.

In a post on social media plat-

form X, the Embassy of India in

Washington said that Secretary

of the Ministry of Electronics

and Information Technology

(MeitY), S. Krishnan, met US

Under Secretary of State Jacob

S. Helberg to explore avenues to

expand cooperation in key tech-

nology sectors. "MeitY Secre-

tary S. Krishnan met with US

Under Secretary of State Jacob

S. Helberg to deepen bilateral

technological cooperation," the

Embassy said in the post.

India, US discuss deeper

cooperation in semiconductors,

AI and critical minerals

Jerusalem, Oct 15: Colombia

inaugurated its Embassy in

Jerusalem on Thursday as its

new President Abelardo de la

Espriella moved to restore full

diplomatic relations with Israel,

reversing his predecessor's deci-

sion to sever ties over Israel's

military operations in Gaza.

The ceremony was attended by

Israeli Foreign Minister Gideon

Sa'ar and his Colombian coun-

terpart, Omar Bula Escobar.

Under de la Espriella, the two

countries reached an agreement

on July 15 to restore full diplo-

matic and economic relations,

which took effect after the new

Colombian president took office

in August. On Tuesday, Colom-
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bia and Israel formally reinstated

their Free Trade Agreement.

In May 2024, then-Colombian

President Gustavo Petro an-

nounced that Colombia would

sever its ties with Israel, accusing

its government of committing

genocide in Gaza, an allegation

Israel rejects, Xinhua news agency

reported.

In October 2025, after Israel in-

tercepted a Gaza-bound flotilla

and detained two Colombian na-

tionals, Petro expelled Israel's re-

maining diplomats and terminated

the free trade agreement between

the two countries.

Colombia's Embassy, previously

located in Tel Aviv, is the 10th for-

eign Embassy in Jerusalem.

The Palestinians see East Jerusa-

lem as the capital of their future

state. The United States

recognised Jerusalem as the capi-

tal of Israel in December 2017 and

relocated the US Embassy in Is-

rael to the city in May 2018.

As the city's status remains dis-

puted, most countries maintain

diplomatic relations with Israel

but keep their Embassies in Tel

Aviv or elsewhere. Last month, Is-

rael had ordered the closure of the

British Consulate in East Jerusa-

lem in retaliation for sweeping

sanctions imposed by the UK on

goods originating from "illegal"

Israeli settlements, further deep-

ening an already bitter diplomatic

dispute between the two countries.

India, Brunei Darussalam

agree to expand bilateral trade
New Delhi, Oct 15 : India and

Brunei Darussalam on Thurs-

day agreed to expand bilateral

trade, including the exports of

agricultural goods and phar-

maceutical products from In-

dia. The third meeting of the

India–Brunei Darussalam

Joint Trade Committee (JTC)

was convened to review bilat-

eral trade and economic coop-

eration and identify avenues

for strengthening commercial

ties between the two countries.

The meeting was co-chaired

by Joint Secretary, Department

of Commerce, Ministry of

Commerce and Industry, Amit

Verma, and Brunei

Darussalam's Permanent Sec-

retary, Economy &amp; Trade,

Ministry of Economy, Trade

and Industry, May Fa'ezah

Ahmad Ariffin.

Representatives from relevant

Ministries, Departments and

organisations of both countries

participated in the deliberations,

according to a statement issued by

the Commerce Ministry after the

meeting.

The discussions focused on ex-

panding bilateral trade, addressing

market access priorities and iden-

tifying institutional mechanisms

to facilitate business-to-business

exchanges. Both sides also delib-

erated on facilitating exports of

agricultural and animal products

from India to Brunei Darussalam.

, with a view to supporting food

security and diversifying trade, the

statement said.

Pharmaceuticals, healthcare, and

energy were identified as key ar-

eas for further cooperation. Both

sides explored opportunities for

regulatory collaboration, procure-

ment and healthcare services,

recognising the potential for

greater engagement in the pharma-

ceutical and healthcare sectors.

Discussions on energy covered

traditional and emerging energy

partnerships to support sustained

industrial growth.

The two sides also emphasised the

importance of strengthening

people-to-people ties and com-

mercial outreach through coop-

eration in tourism and participa-

tion in trade fairs and exhibi-

tions.

They noted that targeted trade

promotion events and reciprocal

business delegations could help

identify investment opportuni-

ties in manufacturing, infra-

structure and services. The two

countries reaffirmed their com-

mitment to main-

taining regular com-

munication between

relevant nodal agen-

cies and working

groups to monitor

follow-up actions

and advance the

trade and investment

objectives discussed

during the meeting.

The next meeting of

the India–Brunei

Darussalam Joint

Trade Committee

will  be held in

Brunei Darussalam,

the statement added.

India and South Korea explore
cooperation in nuclear energy, green hydrogen
Seoul, Oct 15 : India and South

Korea continue to explore ar-

eas of cooperation in environ-

ment and energy transition, in-

cluding nuclear energy, green

hydrogen and renewable en-

ergy, the Indian Embassy in

Seoul said on Thursday.

India’s Ambassador to South

Korea, Gourangalal Das, met

Kim Jung-ho, Chairman of the

Environment, Climate, Energy

and Labour Committee of the

National Assembly. “Ambassa-

dor met Chairman of the Envi-

ronment, Climate, Energy and

Labour Committee of the Na-

tional Assembly, Kim Jung-ho

and explored areas of coopera-

tion between India and the ROK

in the domain of environment,

energy transition including

nuclear energy, green hydrogen

and renewable energy,” the Em-

bassy posted on X. The Indian envoy

has held a series of meetings with South

Korean lawmakers in recent weeks. Am-

bassador Das held a meeting with mem-

bers of the South Korea-India Parlia-

mentary Friendship Group in the Na-

tional Assembly on September 15, with

discussions held on ways to further

strengthen parliamentary, cultural and

people-to-people ties. “Strengthening

India-ROK Parliamentary Ties. Ambas-

sador met with members of the ROK-

India Parliamentary Friendship Group

in the National Assembly.



JP Nadda accuses Kharge of
spreading false claims on electoral rolls, defends HM Shah
New Delhi, Oct 15 : BJP

leader and Union Minister for

Health and Family Welfare, JP

Nadda, on Thursday strongly

criticised Congress President

Mallikarjun Kharge, accusing

him of lying over remarks

linked to Home Minister Amit

Shah and the electoral rolls.

Nadda asserted that Shah had

never labelled 13.39 crore Indians

as “infiltrators.” In a post, he clari-

fied the Election Commission’s

position on the draft electoral

rolls. He stated that the 13.39 crore

names were not a final exclusion

list but were marked under the

absent/shifted/dead/duplicate

(ASDD) category. The break-

down, according to him, included

2.80 crore deceased persons, 6.30

crore who had permanently

shifted, 3.01 crore marked absent,

and 1.02 crore duplicates.

Nadda dismissed attempts to at-

tribute the BJP’s and Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi’s popularity

to the Special Intensive Revision

(SIR) process. He noted that SIR

only came into effect after 2024,

while the Congress has failed to

win elections in Gujarat for 31

years, has not produced a Chief

Minister in Tripura for 33 years,

and has not secured victory in

West Bengal for 54 years.

He said the Congress’s rejection

by voters in states such as Bihar,

Uttar Pradesh and Maharashtra

reflected a loss of public trust that

Imphal, Oct 15 : Manipur

Chief Minister Yumnam

Khemchand Singh on Thurs-

day called for collective ef-

forts to restore peace and

strengthen unity among the

state’s diverse communities,

stressing that mutual under-

standing and a shared commit-

ment to work together were

essential for the state’s

progress.

The Chief Minister was speak-

ing at the Seva Sankalp

Abhiyan programme held at

Chumthang Shanapung under

the Naoriya Pakhanglakpa

Assembly constituency in

Imphal West district.

The month-long Seva Sankalp

Abhiyan is being organised to

mark 25 years of Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi’s public

service and leadership.

Manipur CM calls for collective
efforts to restore peace, strengthen unity

Khemchand Singh observed that despite ex-

pressing love for Manipur, some people re-

mained unwilling to go beyond the valley re-

gion and embrace all communities. He

emphasised that Manipur, home to 36 com-

munities, needed leaders capable of bringing

people together and fostering unity.

Speaking on India’s economic progress, the

Chief Minister stated that the country had

been progressing towards becoming one of

the world’s fastest-growing economies since

Narendra Modi became Prime Minister. He

noted that India had entered the top four

economies globally in terms of economic

growth.

Referring to the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047,

Khemchand Singh stated that as India moves

towards becoming a developed nation, the

people of Manipur must also contribute mean-

ingfully to achieving this national goal. He

stressed that efforts to restore peace in the

State must be pursued collectively, with all

sections of society working together towards

this objective.
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could not be reversed through

“misleading propaganda and

negative politics.”

Nadda urged Rahul Gandhi and

the Congress to focus on earning

the people’s confidence rather

than using SIR as a “pretext to

shield infiltrators and spread

confusion.”

Reiterating confidence in the

ruling alliance, the Union Min-

ister declared that public trust

rests with PM Modi, the BJP

and the NDA. He predicted that

the NDA would form the gov-

ernment with a massive major-

ity in 2029, while the Congress

would suffer its fourth consecu-

tive national defeat.

“The reality of the public man-

date cannot be altered by mere

allegations,” he said.

Karnataka to propose GST revenue share for local bodies to GST Council
Bengaluru, Oct 15 : Karnataka

Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar

on Thursday said the state gov-

ernment would submit a pro-

posal to the GST Council seek-

ing a share of Goods and Ser-

vices Tax (GST) revenue for ru-

ral and urban local bodies to

improve their financial position

and strengthen decentralised gov-

ernance. Responding to the pro-

posal to provide a share of GST

revenue to local bodies, the Chief

Minister said the government

would place the matter before the GST Council.

He also said a proposal would be sought from the

minister concerned on establishing the Karnataka

Panchayat Administrative Service.

SHGs empower women in Nainital, promote

financial independence and generate employment

Nainital, Oct 15 : Government initiatives pro-

moting self-employment and women's empow-

erment are bringing significant changes to the

lives of rural women in Uttarakhand's Nainital

district, enabling them to move beyond tradi-

tional household responsibilities and become

financially independent entrepreneurs.

Through self-help groups (SHGs), women are

gaining access to employment opportunities, fi-

nancial assistance and platforms to market their

products, helping them improve their family in-

comes and support their children's education and

upbringing. Nirmala Joshi from Takula Gram

Sabha said joining a self-help group had brought

a major transformation in her financial condi-

tion. She said she was initially unaware that these

groups could also provide women with employ-

ment and business opportunities. "Earlier,

women were largely confined to household re-

sponsibilities.



Mumbai, Oct 15 : Shares of

Nestle India plunged as much as

9 per cent in intra-day trade on

Thursday after the FMCG major

announced its September quarter

results, with investors appearing

disappointed despite earnings

broadly meeting Street expecta-

tions. The stock hit an intra-day

low of Rs 1,260 before trimming

losses, even as the company re-

ported strong double-digit growth

in profit, revenue, and EBITDA.

The decline came despite the

stock's strong recent run. Prior to

Thursday's fall, Nestle India

Nestle India shares
tumble 9 pc despite expected Q2 earnings

shares had gained nearly 6 per cent

in October and were up around 13

per cent in FY27 so far.

The stock had touched a 52-week

high of Rs 1,553 on August 7,

2026, and a 52-week low of Rs

1,159 on April 2, 2026. The stock,

however, recovered part of its

losses as trading progressed. Dur-

ing noon trade, Nestle India shares

were quoted 4 per cent lower at

Rs 1,329, with trading volumes of

about 54.10 lakh shares on the

NSE. The broader market re-

mained firm, with the Nifty trad-

ing 1.7 per cent higher at around

23,015. On the earnings front,

Nestle India reported a consoli-

dated net profit of Rs 1,026.70

crore for the September quarter,

marking a 36.3 per cent increase

from Rs 753.20 crore reported in

the corresponding period last fi-

nancial year. Revenue from op-

erations rose 20.5 per cent year-

on-year to Rs 6,782.17 crore dur-

ing the quarter, compared with

Rs 5,630.23 crore a year earlier.

Export sales grew 22 per cent to

Rs 267.3 crore, contributing to

the company's overall revenue

growth.

IDBI Bank shares tank over 7 pc as
govt clears Rs 52,878 crore stake sale to Fairfax
New Delhi, Oct 15 : IDBI

Bank shares on Thursday de-

clined more than 7 per cent

in morning trade after the

Cabinet Committee on Eco-

nomic Affairs (CCEA) ap-

proved strategic restructuring

of the lender.  The banking

stock plunged as much as

7.45 per cent to Rs 83.70, hit-

ting an intraday low in morn-

ing trade at around 10 am on

the BSE. At last count, the

stock was trading at Rs 84.20,

down almost 7 per cent.

In the last one-year horizon,

the banking stock tumbled

around 10 per cent and 19 per

cent year-to-date. The CCEA

has approved sale of an ag-

gregate 60.72 per cent equity

stake in IDBI Bank to Canada

Inc., whose parent company

is Fairfax Financial Hold-

ings, for Rs 52,878 crore.

Of the total equity stake to be

sold, the government's share

would be 30.48 per cent and

Life Insurance Corporation of

India's (LIC) share would be 30.24

per cent, leaving a residual

shareholding of 15 per cent with

the government and 19 per cent

with the LIC. Moreover, Finance

Minister Nirmala Sitharaman de-

scribed the transaction as a strate-

gic restructuring rather than stra-

tegic disinvestment and clarified

that the government and LIC will

continue to hold stakes in the

bank. Due to its poor financial

health, the bank required repeated

infusion of capital, initially pro-

vided by government and later

by the state-owned insurance

firm. After comprehensive

evaluation by the CGD and

after considering the recom-

mendations of the Alternative

Mechanism, the CCEA ap-

proved Canada Inc. (parent

entity Fairfax Financial Hold-

ings Ltd.) as the strategic

buyer for the transaction for a

purchase consideration of Rs

52,878.0806181 crore for the

acquisition of 60.72 per cent

stake in the IDBI Bank Ltd.

Lalithaa Jewellery’s promoters received

SEBI summons, Rs 58.66 crore involved in legal cases: DRHP
New Delhi, Oct 15 : Lalithaa Jewellery Mart’s Draft

Red Herring Prospectus (DRHP) showed that the com-

pany, its subsidiaries, promoters, directors and key

managerial personnel are involved in certain legal and

regulatory proceedings pending before various tribunals,

quasi-judicial authorities and appellate forums.

According to the DRHP filed with the Securities and Ex-

change Board of In-

dia (SEBI), the com-

pany has disclosed

one criminal pro-

ceeding and two tax

proceedings against

its promoters.

Mumbai, Oct 15 : India’s steel

consumption rose to 149 mil-

lion tonnes (mnt) in FY25 and

is projected to reach 192 mnt

by 2030, at a CAGR of about

6-7 per cent, according to a

new report.

The next phase of growth will

be driven not only by infra-

structure but also by higher-

value steel, cleaner production

and better management of

price risks, according to the

Multi Commodity Exchange of

India Limited (MCX) report.

The report further stated that

construction and infrastructure

currently account for 59 per

cent of consumption and are

expected to contribute 60-63

per cent of demand by 2030.

It estimates that the infrastruc-

India’s steel consumption

likely to reach 192 million tonnes by 2030
ture pipeline could unlock another 25-

30 mnt of steel demand as logistics,

financing and execution constraints

ease. The report sees an opportunity

for Indian producers to address the

gap between domestic demand and

supply of higher-value steel.

“India continues to import some ad-

vanced and application-specific

grades even as exports remain con-

centrated in lower-margin products.

The specialty steel Production-Linked

Incentive scheme is helping bridge

this gap, with PLI 1.0-1.2 represent-

ing more than Rs 55,000 crore in com-

mitted investment,” the findings

showed.

The product story is no longer about

tonnes, it is about fit-for-purpose out-

put, said the report launched during

the 'Global Commodity Conclave'

here last week.

New Delhi, Oct 15 :  Online

trading platform Groww on

Thursday said some of its us-

ers faced discrepancy in

stock prices, which was a

temporary issue and has now

been resolved.

Earlier in the day, the tech

glitch led to erroneous in-

creases in users' investment

values. Some users reported

seeing their investments.

Some Groww users becomeSome Groww users becomeSome Groww users becomeSome Groww users becomeSome Groww users become
millionaires, others lose moneymillionaires, others lose moneymillionaires, others lose moneymillionaires, others lose moneymillionaires, others lose money
over tech glitch; now resolvedover tech glitch; now resolvedover tech glitch; now resolvedover tech glitch; now resolvedover tech glitch; now resolved

Mumbai, Oct 15 : Indian equity markets are likely

to remain in a cautious consolidation phase next

week, with the Nifty facing resistance around

24,600-24,650 and the Sensex finding immedi-

ate support near 77,700-77,500, experts said on

Thursday.  On the Sensex outlook, experts said

the index mirrored the broader weakness and

slipped back towards the psychologically impor-

tant 78,000 level.

Nifty may face hurdle at 24,600

in next week, Sensex at 78,500-78,800: Analysts

New Delhi, Oct 15 :  In a major

step toward advancing India's ca-

pabilities in secure communica-

tion, the Centre for Development

of Telematics (C-DOT) on

Thursday signed a memorandum

of understanding (MoU) with

Synergy Quantum India to place

the country at the forefront of

drone-based quantum secure

communications.

This partnership aims to jointly

develop cutting-edge Quantum

Key Distribution (QKD).

C-DOT, Synergy Quantum

to develop key tech

for drone-based systems

50 pc Indian tech professionals
now getting AI training at work: Report
New Delhi, Oct 15 : Nearly

half of technology profession-

als in India are getting some

level of Artificial Intelligence

(AI) skilling support from

their current employers, ac-

cording to a report on Thurs-

day.

The report, based on a survey

conducted by job portal

Naukri on National Technol-

ogy Day, highlighted a signifi-

cant trend in India’s tech eco-

system.

The survey, which gathered

insights from over 16,000

technology professionals

across industries, shows that

while self-learning remains a

key pathway, a clear shift toward

structured upskilling is visible.

The report "signals that AI

upskilling has firmly entered the

mainstream,

From freshers to experienced pro-

fessionals, the direction is clear:

the Indian workforce is leaning

into the AI era".

Among freshers, over half of them

reported that either some basics

have been covered or full-fledged

AI training is underway. Cities

like Bengaluru and Gurugram,

long known as tech hubs, are see-

ing this shift firsthand.

Around one-third of professionals

(33 per cent) in these cities con-

firmed that their organisations are

actively training them on AI

tools, the report said.

Given the nature of work in the

IT/Software Services sector,

where tech evolution is part of

daily operations, professionals

in tech roles here are naturally

seeing more structured

upskilling opportunities com-

pared to their peers in non-IT

sectors.

Indian economy has potential to do much

better than China in near future: Jim Rogers
New Delhi, Oct 15 : India is going to be one of

the most exciting investment destinations in the

world and it will certainly be compared to China

and, maybe, even do much better than China in

coming years, ace investor Jim Rogers has said.

In an interaction with IANS, he said that “I have

been around the investment world for decades, and

for the first time in my life, I see that the people in

Delhi understand economics”. “India's rising

again. I think that the people in Delhi understand

what needs to be done and are trying to do it. And

that would be so wonderful for India and for the

world. If India can actually open up and have trade

with the whole world. You cannot believe how ex-

citing India can be in the future,” said the Ameri-

can investor and financial commentator. “I don't

have investments in India right now, but I really,

really want to invest more in the fastest-growing

economy,” he added, adding that if the market goes

down and stays down for a while, “I want to

put more money in India”. India is poised to

become the world’s fourth-largest economy

in 2026 with the country’s nominal GDP ris-

ing to $4,187.017 billion during the year to

surpass Japan’s GDP pegged at $4,186.431

billion, according to the IMF’s latest 'World

Economic Outlook' report. On free trade

agreement (FTAs), Rogers told IANS that

more free trade is better for the world, espe-

cially India. “It will be extremely exciting

for the world, including foreign investors,”

he mentioned. India has signed 13 FTAs with

its trading partners.

07 THE INDIAN MAIL
www.theindianmail.in

16 OCTOBER 2026

FRIDAY, HYDERABAD BUSINESS MAIL



Owner/Publisher Printed by B.Vinayaka Rao, Printed at : Sree Seshasai Enterprises, # Plot No.19, IDA Balanagar, Medchal Dist-500037,  Published from D.No. 6-3-347/9, 301 on 3 rd Floor, Riviera Apartments Dwarakapuri Colony, Punjagutta, Hyderabad 500082,

TELANGANA. Editor : B.Vinayaka Rao, Tel:48555006, Email:theindianmaildaily@gmail.com RNI No.TEL/ENG/2010/40025

Guwahati, Oct 15 : Assam Po-

lice seized drugs worth Rs 9.5

crore and arrested three drug ped-

dlers, including a woman, in two

separate operations, officials said

on Thursday.

An Assam Police spokesman said

that based on credible intelligence

regarding the transportation of

contraband from Silchar (southern

Assam) to Guwahati via the

Silchar--Coimbatore Express

train, a team from Panbazar Po-

lice station was deployed at

Guwahati railway station on Sat-

urday. A female suspect was iden-

tified and apprehended upon the

train’s arrival, he said.

Following due legal procedures

and in the presence of independent

witnesses, the search led to the re-

covery of 20,000 highly addictive

methamphetamine tablets, valued

at Rs 5 crore, one mobile handset

and Rs 1,000 in cash. The ac-

Assam: Drugs worth
Rs 9.5 crore seized, three held

cused, identified as Parvina

Khatun Bibi (31), has been taken

into custody. The detainee is a

resident of Sadialer Khuti village

in West Bengal’s Cooch Behar

district.

In another operation, the Assam

Police on Tuesday night arrested

two drug peddlers at Salchapra

in Silchar in the state’s Cachar

district, and seized 847 grams of

heroin and 4.035 kg of opium

from them.

The total estimated value of the

drugs is Rs 4.5 crore.

Assam Chief Minister Himanta

Biswa Sarma appreciated the po-

lice for the seizure of the drugs.

According to the police spokes-

man, legal actions were under-

taken under the Bharatiya

Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, 2023

and the Narcotic Drugs and Psy-

chotropic Substances (NDPS)

Act 1985.

CJP is a political outfit, says Assam’s BTC
Guwahati, Oct 15 : Bodoland

Territorial Council (BTC) Chief

Executive Member Hagrama

Mohilary in Assam on Thursday

launched a sharp criticism to-

wards the Cockroach Janata

Party (CJP), describing it as a

political party during a public in-

teraction at the Bijni Youth Fes-

tival in the Chirang district.

Mohilary attended the event as

the chief guest on the third day

of the four-day festival,

organised by the Bijni district

unit of the Bodoland People's

Front (BPF), at the Bijni District

Sports Association ground.

During the interaction, the BTC

chief also spoke about his

younger days and recalled how

his desire to participate in an

agitation had influenced his edu-

cational journey.

“I also wanted to take part in an

agitation. I left engineering af-

ter studying for just two days to

join the agitation,” Mohilary

said, recalling his decision to

leave his studies to become in-

volved in the movement.

His remarks came against the

backdrop of recent controversies

surrounding the Cockroach Janta

Party (CJP), a youth-led political

outfit that has been campaigning

against the Election Commission's

electoral roll revision exercise and

demanding the resignation of

Chief Election Commissioner

Gyanesh Kumar.  The party and

its supporters have alleged that

changes to electoral rolls could

exclude eligible voters, while the

Election Commission has main-

tained that deleted voters can seek

re-registration. The CJP has also

faced confrontations with law en-

forcement agencies.  In Septem-

ber, Assam Police detained co-

convenor Ashutosh Ranka and

more than 30 party workers in

Guwahati ahead of a planned

regional volunteers' meeting.

The party alleged that the action

was intended to prevent its mem-

bers from holding the gathering.

The detained members were

subsequently released.

On Wednesday, Ranka and an-

other CJP leader, Saurav Das,

had been remanded to five days

of judicial custody in Delhi fol-

lowing a protest-related incident

at Jantar Mantar.

Pune, Oct 15 : Around 40 tour-

ists from Maharashtra's Pimpri-

Chinchwad area who were

stranded in Dubai for several

days returned home safely late

last night, bringing relief to their

anxious families.

The group, which included

former Pimpri-Chinchwad Mu-

nicipal Corporation (PCMC)

corporator Suman Netke, had

been stuck in Dubai due to sud-

den difficulties that disrupted

their travel plans and raised con-

cerns among relatives back

home.

Family members had earlier ap-

pealed to the Centre to intervene

and ensure the safe return of their

loved ones.

Stranded tourists from

Pune's Pimpri-Chinchwad

area return safely from Dubai

From 'Lakdi to Laptop': Gujarat Bharwad

community distributes 221 JCB machines to youth
Gandhinagar, Oct 15: A to-

tal of 221 new JCB machines

were distributed to young

members of the Bharwad

community under the 'Yuva

Rojgar Yojana', while laptops

collected through a commu-

nity initiative will be given

free to students who perform

well in their Class 10 and

Class 12 board examinations.

Deputy Chief Minister Harsh

Sanghavi distributed the ma-

chines at a programme

organised by the Bharwad

Yuva Sangathan at Town Hall

in Gandhinagar, with the ini-

tiative aimed at promoting

self-employment and creat-

ing sustainable livelihood op-

portunities for young people

across Gujarat.

Addressing the gathering,

Sanghavi described the

community's transition from tra-

ditional livelihoods to digital edu-

cation as a journey from "Lakdi

to Laptop", saying it would con-

tribute to the country's develop-

ment. "The stick has always

symbolised the honour of the

Bharwad community, and now,

laptops in their hands will contrib-

ute to the nation's development,"

he said, adding that while the stick

had once served to protect the

community, laptops would help its

progress and upliftment.

Sanghavi said the initiative would

help generate employment for sev-

eral families.

He noted that obtaining bank loans

could be difficult for ordinary and

economically weaker rural house-

holds, but collective efforts by the

community had helped young

people access opportunities for

self-employment.

"Thousands of young people had

earlier received Eco and Bolero

vehicles under similar efforts," he

said. The distribution of 221 JCB

machines marks an initiative to

strengthen the economic pros-

pects of young beneficiaries from

different districts.

The programme was attended by

community representatives and

officials associated with Amin

JCB.Emphasising education,

Sanghavi urged the commu-

nity to ensure that girls re-

ceived the best possible op-

portunities to study.

"The laptop initiative would

support daughters of Maldhari

families living in villages in

pursuing education and

sports," he said.

The laptops are to be gifted

free of cost to students who

perform well in their Class 10

and Class 12 board examina-

tions.

BJP Mahila Morcha delegation meets NCW chief, seeks
action against Congress MP in sexual harassment case
New Delhi, Oct 15 : A high-level

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

Mahila Morcha delegation on

Thursday met National Commis-

sion for Women (NCW) Chair-

person Vijaya Rahatkar and sub-

mitted a memorandum seeking

stringent action against Congress

Lok Sabha MP Prof. Angomcha

Bimol Akoijam over sexual ha-

rassment complaints filed by 11

female students against him.

The delegation, led by BJP Na-

tional Vice President and Mahila

Morcha in-charge Dr Daggubati

Purandeswari and Mahila

Morcha National President Roop

Kumari Chaudhary, urged the

NCW to take cognisance of the

matter and ensure swift and im-

partial action without any politi-

cal interference.

The complaints relate to alleged

sexual harassment by Akoijam,

a former Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-

versity (JNU) professor and cur-

rently a Congress MP from

Manipur.

According to the memorandum,

11 female students had submit-

ted written complaints against

him in May, following which an

internal committee of the univer-

sity investigated the matter and

found the allegations to be true.

Akoijam was subsequently dis-

missed by the university adminis-

tration. Speaking after the meet-

ing, Chaudhary said the delega-

tion, accompanied by five MPs

and Mahila Morcha office-bear-

ers, approached the Women's

Commission to seek intervention

in the matter.

She said the 11 young women had

shown immense courage by com-

ing forward with written com-

plaints against the professor and

that the findings of the internal

committee had substantiated their

allegations.

Chaudhary expressed concern that

the complainants were still study-

ing at the same institution and

could face pressure or retaliation.

She stressed that their safety, dig-

nity and academic future must be

protected.

She also questioned the Congress

leadership's silence over the issue,

alleging that despite the

university's action against

Akoijam, the party had not taken

any disciplinary action against

him.

The BJP leader said the Congress

should have immediately expelled

the MP from the party following

the findings of the inquiry. She

further maintained that a person

facing such serious allegations

had no right to remain in the

country's Parliament.

Ahmedabad, Oct 15 : Cus-

toms officials at Sardar

Vallabhbhai Patel International

Airport (SVPIA) in

Ahmedabad seized 219.43

grams of gold jewellery worth

Rs 28.87 lakh from a woman

passenger, who arrived from

Sharjah along with her hus-

band, officials said.

The couple, who are from

Kasaragod in Kerala, arrived in

Ahmedabad on Air Arabia

flight G9-418 from Sharjah.

Acting on intelligence devel-

oped through passenger profil-

ing, officers of the Air Intelli-

gence Unit (AIU) of

Ahmedabad Customs on Sun-

day intercepted the two passen-

gers for examination. During

the examination, the female

passenger was found carrying

and wearing gold jewellery

concealed inside her purse.

Kerala couple held at

Ahmedabad airport with gold

jewellery worth Rs 28.87 lakh

Tripura govt focuses on boosting exports

and increasing production: Agriculture Minister
Agartala, Oct 15 : Tripura

Agriculture and Farmers’

Welfare Minister Ratan Lal

Nath on Thursday said that

the BJP government’s main

aim is to increase agricultural

production and exports so

that farmers can derive

greater benefits.

The Minister, along with For-

est Minister Animesh

Debbarma, flagged off a con-

signment of 3 metric tonnes

(MT) of Kaalikhasa and

Harinarayan (both organic

aromatic rice native to

Tripura) paddy to Kolkata

from Agartala Railway Sta-

tion.

Nath said that the main goal

of the state government is to

increase farmers’ income.

“We have been working to-

wards this from day one,

aiming to double farmers’

income while ensuring the

sustainable development of

agriculture,” he said.

Special campaign to be held in Delhi

to ensure no eligible voter is left out of electoral rolls
New Delhi, Oct 15 : Special

camps will be organised at all poll-

ing station locations across Delhi

on October 18 and October 25 to

ensure that no eligible voter is left

out of the electoral rolls, the Chief

Electoral Officer's Office an-

nounced on Thursday, while shar-

ing a helpline number for filling

out Form 6.  "A Special Drive is

being conducted to cover all eli-

gible voters across all Assembly

Constituencies in Delhi," the

CEO's Office said in a statement.

It further mentioned that 13 Dis-

trict Election Officers, 70 Elec-

toral Registration Officers

(EROs), 902 Assistant Electoral

Registration Officers (AEROs),

1,313 BLO Supervisors and

14,947 Booth Level Officers

(BLOs) are working to achieve

the objective that no eligible

voter is left out of voter list, and

a "pro-active campaign will con-

tinue" for this. "If any person has

any grievance related to Elec-

toral Rolls or needs assistance in

filing Form-6, please feel free to

contact 1950 Helpline No. Or

Helpdesks set up at the office.
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New Delhi, Oct 15 :  A quiet

but powerful transformation is

unfolding across India’s

handicraft sector as women

artisans, empowered through

the government’s Shilp Didi

initiative, are turning their

skills into sustainable liveli-

hoods, export opportunities,

and community-led enter-

prises.

Voices from the ground reveal

Women artisans thrive as
‘Shilp Didi’ boosts training, exports and entrepreneurship

how the scheme is not only boost-

ing income but redefining

women’s confidence and eco-

nomic aspects. For Nivedita

Prajapati, a jewellery designer, the

turning point came two years ago

when she was selected under Shilp

Didi. “My product is jewellery,

and I create the designs myself. I

have been working in export

jewellery for some time, but it was

through the Shilp Didi exhibitions

that I actually received export or-

ders,” she said. The platform, she

added, significantly expanded her

customer base. “Because of Shilp

Didi, my income has increased a

lot. We are very happy that the

Modi government is encouraging

women to become entrepreneurs.

Women should stand on their own

feet — and in a true sense, Shilp

Didi is women's empowerment.”

Similar success stories are emerg-

ing from other artisan clusters.

Priya, a hand-embroidery artisan

selected through DC Handicrafts

in 2024, recalls how the journey

began with an opportunity and

grew into an enterprise.

“Through Shilp Didi, I got a

chance to showcase many of my

products. We received multiple

orders — even from small retail-

ers,” she said. But fulfilling those

orders came with challenges.

“At that time, we had very few

women working with us. So we

went door to door to train more

women. We didn’t have money for

training, so we approached DC

Handicrafts for support — and

they provided training,” Priya

explained.

Former Mongolian President Enkhbayar meets visiting Indian parliamentary delegation
Ulaanbaatar, Oct 15 : Former

Mongolian President Nambaryn

Enkhbayar on Thursday met with

MP Kumari Selja, who is lead-

ing an Indian women parliamen-

tary delegation at the World

Women Parliamentarians’ Forum

in Ulaanbaatar, with discussions

covering various issues of mu-

tual interest.

Indian Ambassador to Mongolia,

Atul Malhari Gotsurve, was also

present during the discussions.

“On 14 Oct 2026, HE Mr

Enkhbayar, former (third) Presi-

dent of Mongolia, met with

Hon’ble MP Kumari Selja,

leader of the Women Parliamen-

tary Delegation of India partici-

pating in the World Women Par-

liamentarians’ Forum in

Ulaanbaatar, and discussed vari-

ous issues of mutual interest. HE

Mr Atul Malhari Gotsurve, Am-

bassador of India to Mongolia,

was present,” the Indian Embassy

in Ulaanbaatar posted on X.

Furthermore, Mongolian law-

maker O. Soronzonbold, a mem-

ber of the Mongolia-India Parlia-

mentary Friendship Group in the

Parliament of Mongolia, hosted a

dinner in honour of the Indian

Women Parliamentary Delegation

comprising MPs Kumari Selja,

Anita Chouhan and Maya

Naroliya.

In a post on X on Wednesday, the

Indian mission said: “HE Mr Atul

Malhari Gotsurve, Ambassador of

India to Mongolia, and Senior Of-

ficials of Government of

Mongolia were present at the din-

ner. During the dinner, both sides

discussed various issues of mutual

cooperation.”

On Tuesday, the women parlia-

mentary delegation met the Mon-

golian Foreign Minister B.

Battsetseg and congratulated her

on the successful organisation of

the forum.

The delegation, comprising MPs

Kumari Selja, Anita Chouhan and

Maya Naroliya, along with India’s

Ambassador to Mongolia, Atul

Malhari Gotsurve, greeted For-

eign Minister B. Battsetseg, who

hosted a lunch at the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs.

“On 13 Oct 2026, the Women Par-

liamentary Delegation of India

(comprising Hon. MP Kumari

Selja, Hon MP Smt Anita

Chouhan and Hon MP Smt Maya

Naroliya) visiting Mongolia to

participate in the World Women

Parliamentarians’ Forum and HE

Mr Atul Malhari Gotsurve, Am-

bassador of India to Mongolia

greeted the host of the lunch HE

Ms B Battsetseg, Foreign Minis-

ter of Mongolia at the Ministry of

Foreign Affairs of Mongolia and

conveyed congratulations on the

successful organisation of the Fo-

rum,” the Indian Embassy posted

on X. “Hon’ble Minister thanked

the delegation for participating in

the event,” it added.

EAM Jaishankar, UAE FM Al-Nahyan

discuss bilateral ties, global issues
Abu Dhabi, Oct 15 : External

Affairs Minister (EAM) S.

Jaishankar embarked on an of-

ficial visit to the United Arab

Emirates (UAE) and met with

his counterpart, Abdullah Bin

Zayed Al-Nahyan, as the lead-

ers reviewed the bilateral ties

and global issues.

Taking to X, EAM Jaishankar

said, "A warm and productive

meeting with DPM &amp; FM

Abdullah Bin Zayed Al-

Nahyan of UAE. Exchanged

perspectives on bilateral and

global issues in the spirit of our

Comprehensive Strategic Part-

nership." The EAM arrived in

Abu Dhabi on Thursday and

was welcomed by UAE Min-

ister Reem Al Hashimy.

Earlier, EAM Jaishankar

joined Al-Nahyan, who is also

serving as UAE's Deputy

Prime Minister, for the

Raisina Dialogue's Middle

East session on 'The World

Ahead: Power, Purpose

&amp; Possibility' in Abu

Dhabi.

During this, both leaders dis-

cussed ways to strengthen

cooperation across various

sectors while also stressing

the importance of

multilateralism.

Athens, Oct 15 : Defence Secretary Rajesh

Kumar Singh held a meeting with Greece's

Deputy Minister of National Defence

Athanasios Davakis in Athens on Thursday,

where both sides agreed to expand defence

cooperation, prioritised policy planning, joint

staff talks and defence industry collaboration.

Sharing details regarding the meeting, the

Ministry of Defence's Directorate of Public

Relations on X wrote, "Deputy Minister of

National Defence of Greece Mr Athanasios

Davakis received Defence Secretary Shri

Rajesh Kumar Singh at the Ministry of Na-

tional Defence in Athens."

"Both sides agreed to expand defence coop-

eration, prioritising policy planning, Joint

Staff Talks and defence industry collabora-

tion, alongside capacity building, joint exer-

cises and regular bilateral exchanges," it

added. Earlier in the day, Singh met Greece's

Permanent Deputy Minister of State for For-

eign Affairs Alexandra Papadopoulu, where

they discussed evolving defence and strate-

gic partnership. The Ministry of Defence

noted that India and Greece attach special

importance to further expanding maritime

security cooperation.

 and strengthening defence partnership be-

India and Greece agree to expand

defence cooperation, prioritise policy planning

Two Singapore-registered

container vessels struck in Strait of Hormuz, one sinks

Singapore, Oct 15 : Two Singapore-regis-

tered container vessels were reportedly

struck by unknown projectiles while transit-

ing the Strait of Hormuz on Thursday and

Wednesday, Singapore time, the Maritime

and Port Authority of Singapore (MPA) said

Thursday. The vessel GFS PRIDE sustained

damage and caught fire before sinking, the

authority said in a statement. All 21 crew

members were safely evacuated, and no in-

juries were reported. The second vessel, GFS

GISELLE, sustained hull damage but was

able to reach a safe anchorage under its own

propulsion. All 22 crew members were safe,

with no injuries reported, the MPA said,

Xinhua news agency reported. No

Singaporeans were aboard either vessel, it

added. The authority said it was in contact

with the vessels' management company and

was closely monitoring the situation.

The MPA expressed deep concern over con-

tinued attacks on commercial shipping in the

Strait of Hormuz.

Meanwhile, the navy of Iran's Islamic Revo-

lution Guard Corps (IRGC) announced on

Wednesday that a "violating" container ship

attempting to pass through the Strait of

Hormuz via an "unauthorised and high-risk"

route sank earlier in the day

after hitting a naval mine south

of the waterway.

In a statement published on the

IRGC's official news outlet

Sepah News, the navy said the

ship, carrying over 2,500 con-

tainers, suffered an explosion

and caught fire after striking

the mine.

It urged vessels and fishing

boats in the area to exercise

extreme caution to avoid col-

liding with containers floating

in the water.

Speaking to state-run IRIB TV

on Tuesday, IRGC Navy com-

mander Ali Azmaei said that

the IRGC Navy is controlling

the Gulf and the Strait of

Hormuz "round the clock,"

while the Gulf of Oman is un-

der the control and supervision

of the Iranian Army's Navy.

"Iran's maritime borders enjoy

an unprecedented level of se-

curity," he said.

Azmaei said vessels seeking to

cross the Gulf and the Strait of

Hormuz must obtain authori-

zation "and be accountable

based on international regula-

tions," warning that those vio-

lating shipping rules under

U.S. "deception or provoca-

tion" would face a decisive

response from Iran.

PM Modi, visiting Canadian Foreign Minister
hold 'productive discussion' on further strengthening bilateral ties
New Delhi, Oct 15 : Cana-

dian Foreign Minister Anita

Anand called on Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi in New

Delhi on Thursday, discuss-

ing further strengthening of

bilateral ties in trade, tech-

nology, security, energy,

education and people-to-people

exchanges.

During their conversation, PM

Modi expressed India's commit-

ment to building a constructive

and forward-looking strategic

partnership with Canada that de-

livers tangible benefits to the

people of both nations. "Pleased

to meet Canadian Foreign Min-

ister Anita Anand. We had a pro-

ductive discussion on further

strengthening India-Canada ties

in trade, technology, security,

energy, education and people-to-

people exchanges.

Japanese agriculture minister

resigns over scandals: Local media
Tokyo, Oct 15: Embattled

Japanese agriculture minister

Kazuo Yana resigned from the

cabinet on Thursday, dealing a

major blow to Prime Minister

Sanae Takaichi's government,

Kyodo News reported.

Yana has come under fire for a

series of controversies over his

past remarks and conduct. Japa-

nese media said his resignation

could raise questions about

Takaichi's responsibility for the

appointment. A successor to

Yana is expected to be an-

nounced on Thursday, Xinhua

news agency reported. Accord-

ing to media reports in late Sep-

tember, Yana told supporters in

his constituency in May that fis-

cal 2026 road budgets had been

sharply cut for two municipali-

ties whose mayors did not sup-

port him in the House of Rep-

resentatives election in Febru-

ary. The remarks sparked wide-

spread criticism, with some

opposition lawmakers saying

they amounted to voter in-

timidation. A weekly maga-

zine reported last week that

Yana had also provided free

shuttle bus rides to his sup-

porters during past lower

house election campaigns,

possibly in violation of the

Public Offices Election Act.

According to Kyodo News,

Takaichi had initially made

clear that Yana would stay on,

but her stance shifted as op-

position parties stepped up

pressure for his resignation.

At a House of Representa-

tives Budget Committee ses-

sion on Tuesday, she criti-

cized Yana's remarks as

"deeply inappropriate" and

said she "will not hesitate" to

dismiss him "if illegality is

found" in his conduct.

Yana had previously been dis-

ciplined by the ruling Liberal

Democratic Party over a high-

profile political slush fund

scandal.
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Congress raps MP
govt over 'no SC quota' in forest guard exam
Bhopal, Oct 15 : As the Madhya

Pradesh Employees Selection

Board (MPESB), earlier known

as 'Vyapam' is set to conduct ex-

ams for the recruitment of forest

guards, the Opposition Con-

gress, on Friday, criticised the

Bharatiya Janata Party-led state

government for not "reserving"

seats for the candidates belong-

ing to the Schedule Castes.

Madhya Pradesh Leader of Op-

position (LoP) and veteran Con-

gress leader Umang Singhar

shared a post on his social me-

dia account, alleging that the

"process of forest guard recruit-

ment in Madhya Pradesh is un-

der serious scrutiny".

The Congress leader claimed

that not a single post is reserved

for the Scheduled Caste category

in the 728 recruitments of the for-

est guards.

"Of these 728 posts, 310 are re-

served for the unreserved cat-

egory, 143 for Scheduled Tribe,

198 for Other Backward Class,

and 77 for Economically Weaker

Sections.

This is not only a shocking statis-

tic but also a direct injustice to the

spirit of social justice and the Con-

stitution," LoP Singhar said on X.

The Congress leader alleged that

it is not merely an administrative

lapse but a disregard for the rights

of the marginalised.

The Leader of Opposition also

demanded a reply from Chief

Minister Mohan Yadav on the

matter, saying that "treatment of

Scheduled Caste youth is highly

condemnable and unacceptable".

'The Chief Minister should imme-

diately address this issue and en-

sure that the constitutionally man-

dated reservation system is fully

adhered to, so that injustice is not

infringed upon the rights and fu-

ture of Dalit youth," LoP Singhar

said.

According to MBESB's notifica-

tion on February 28, the exams

will be conducted for recruitment

of total 1,679 posts, including 728

for Forest Guard (Van Rakshak),

while 169 Field Guard (Kshetra

Rakshak) and 757 for Jail Prahari

(Warder). For these three posts,

candidates must have passed Class

10 and the last date for submis-

sion of online applications is

March 14, 2026.

The computer-based examination

is scheduled to begin from April

7, 2026.

The minimum age limit for For-

est Guard, Field Guard and Jail

Prahari posts is 18 years, while the

maximum age limit is 33 years.

Bhopal, Oct 15: Madhya Pradesh

police office in Dewas district

have arrested a cyber fraud ac-

cused from Bihar's Katihar dis-

trict, around 1,500 km away, for

allegedly cheating a 62-year-old

retired employee of Rs 6.03 lakh

by posing as a bank official, po-

lice said on Thursday.

The police seized Rs 5 lakh in

cash from the accused's residence

during the operation conducted

under Madhya Pradesh's e-Zero

FIR system, which aims to ensure

swift action in cybercrime cases.

According to police, the accused

and his associates contacted the

retired employee, a resident of

Dewas, posing as bank officials.

They allegedly promised to up-

date his pension card and help him

obtain tax benefits, persuading

him to transfer Rs 6.03 lakh

through various channels.

Following a complaint, the

Kotwali police registered a case

and launched an investigation. A

special team was formed under

MP Police arrest
cyber fraud accused in Bihar

the direction of Dewas Superin-

tendent of Police Punit Gehlot to

trace the accused.

"The team analysed banking

transactions, mobile numbers

and other technical evidence be-

fore travelling to Katihar in

Bihar and arresting the accused,"

Dewas SP Punit Gehlot said on

Thursday. During the investiga-

tion, the police recovered Rs 5

lakh in cash from a cupboard at

the accused's house.

Further examination of technical

and other evidence indicated that

the alleged key members of the

cyber fraud network were linked

to Jamtara in Jharkhand, police

said.  The investigation is under-

way to identify other members

of the alleged gang, trace their

bank accounts and digital trans-

actions, and recover the remain-

ing amount.  The arrest is part of

the district's ongoing Operation

Cyber, aimed at curbing online

fraud and helping victims re-

cover their money.

Kolkata, Oct 15 : The West

Bengal unit of the Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) will

finalise its list of candidates

for the forthcoming urban

civic body elections, includ-

ing those to the Kolkata Mu-

nicipal Corporation

(KMC) and Howrah Munici-

pal Corporation (HMC), by

Diwali, scheduled for No-

vember 8.

The civic body elections are

likely to be held in the last

week of November, with re-

sults expected to be an-

nounced by the first week of

December.

To minimise dissent and en-

BJP to finalise Bengal civic poll candidates

by Diwali; adopts multi-tier screening, eyes professionals
sure a smooth candidate selection

process, the BJP has adopted a

multi-tier screening mechanism

that combines recommendations

from local leaders with applica-

tions from professionals, with the

final names subject to scrutiny by

district- and state-level commit-

tees.

A BJP state committee member

said discussions on the candidates

recommended by the party's local

leadership would begin immedi-

ately after Lakshmi Puja on Octo-

ber 8. The shortlisted candidates

are expected to be announced

soon after Diwali.

The party will draw up its final list

from two separate sets of applica-

tions. The first will comprise

names recommended by local

party leaders, while the sec-

ond will include applications

invited from professionals in

selected fields, including

medicine, law, engineering,

media and social work.

A drop box has already been

placed at the BJP's original

headquarters on Muralidhar

Sen Lane in north Kolkata to

receive applications from pro-

fessionals interested in con-

testing the civic polls on the

party's ticket. Applicants have

been asked to submit their

biodata along with their appli-

cations.

“Our central leadership does

not want any resentment

within the party over the se-

lection of candidates for the

civic polls.

Therefore, the candidate

will  not be decided by

anyone's single decision.

Names will come from the

grassroots and then be vetted

by the district election core

committee and the state-

level committee. Only after

this process will the final

names of the candidates be

announced,” the state com-

mittee member said.

Rajasthan: Citizens

seek social investment policy for NRRs
Jaipur, Oct 15 : Emphasising

the need for a framework that

recognises the emotional and

cultural commitment of Non-

Resident Rajasthanis, a call was

made for the Rajasthan govern-

ment to introduce a dedicated

Social Investment Policy—one

that encourages contributions

towards preserving ancestral

havelis, supporting schools,

hospitals, heritage assets and

community initiatives, beyond

the scope of industrial invest-

ment.  This appeal was made

at the Pravasi Rajasthani Di-

vas today by Kolkata-based

culturalist.

CMs, Governors of
Telugu states remember Abdul Kalam’s services to nation
Hyderabad, Oct 15 : Chief

Ministers and Governors of

Telangana and Andhra Pradesh

on Thursday paid tributes to

former President of India,

Bharat Ratna Dr. A.P.J. Abdul

Kalam on his birth anniversary

and remembered his services to

the nation.

Telangana Chief Minister A.

Revanth Reddy paid tributes to

Dr Abdul Kalam, terming him

an ideal for future generations.

Chief Minister Reddy paid trib-

ute to the late Bharat Ratna

awardee and described Dr Kalam

as a distinguished scientist who

brought pride to the nation. Chief

Minister Reddy further stated that

Dr Kalam embodied simplicity

and served as a lasting inspiration

to the youth. He emphasised that

Dr Kalam’s life and principles

continue to motivate people

throughout India.

Chief Minister Reddy acknowl-

edged Dr. Kalam’s significant

contributions to India’s defence

sector, space research, and the

progress of science and technol-

ogy, stating they will be eternally

remembered.

He recalled Dr Kalam’s famous

message, “Dream, dream, dream.

Dreams transform into thoughts

and thoughts result in action.”

Chief Minister Reddy noted this

vision continues to guide millions

of young people across the coun-

try and that his life serves as a

powerful reminder of the impor-

tance of goal-setting and persis-

tent effort. Telangana Governor

Shiv Pratap Shukla said that Dr.

Kalam’s remarkable contributions

to science and technology, his ex-

emplary dedication to the nation

and his profound commitment to

inspiring young minds continue to

serve as a beacon of inspiration for

generations.

He observed that Dr. Kalam’s vi-

sion of a developed India and his

emphasis on education, innova-

tion and national service remain

deeply relevant. The Governor

called upon the people, particu-

larly the youth, to draw inspira-

tion from Dr. Kalam’s life and ide-

als and contribute wholeheartedly

towards building a progressive,

self-reliant and developed In-

dia. Governor of Andhra

Pradesh S. Abdul Nazeer paid

tributes to Abdul Kalam on his

birth anniversary.

Bhubaneswar, Oct 15 : The in-

fighting in Odisha Congress

again came to the fore with se-

nior party leader Mohammed

Moquim raising questions over

the leadership of Odisha Pradesh

Congress Committee (OPCC)

President Bhakta Charan Das in

a recent letter written to Con-

gress leader Sonia Gandhi.

Moquim, the ex-MLA and father

of sitting Cuttack-Barabati MLA

Sofia Firdous, in his letter writ-

ten on Thursday, stated that the

party faced six consecutive

losses in Odisha and three ma-

jor defeats at the national level,

which is alarming, heartbreak-

ing, and unbearable for loyal

workers like him.

Odisha Congress

infighting deepens as

former MLA questions

OPCC leadership

Indore, Oct 15 : The Directorate of Enforce-

ment (ED), Indore Sub-Zonal Office, has provi-

sionally attached 56 residential plots in Madhya

Pradesh's Dhar district under the Prevention of

Money Laundering Act (PMLA), 2002.  The at-

tachment is part of an ongoing probe into the

embezzlement of government funds amounting

to Rs 20.47 crore from the Block Education Of-

fice (BEO), Katthiwada, in Alirajpur district, the

ED said in a statement. The ED initiated the in-

vestigation based on an FIR registered at Police

ED attaches 56 residential
plots in MP education scam case

Station Katthiwada concerning

fraudulent treasury payments

made between 2018 and 2023. In-

vestigation revealed that the then

Block Education Officer (BEO)

Kamal Rathore, in connivance

with other accused persons, si-

phoned off government funds

from the treasury at Alirajpur, the

statement said.

The embezzled money was routed

through multiple bank accounts

controlled by Rathore and his

family members, withdrawn in

cash, and used to purchase ag-

ricultural land in Gandhwani

tehsil of Dhar district, it said.

High-level US team kicks

off trade talks with Indian officials
New Delhi, Oct 15 : India’s Commerce Sec-

retary Rajesh Agrawal and US Deputy Trade

Representative Rick Switzer held discussions

here on Thursday on the proposed bilateral

trade agreement between the two countries.

  “The two sides exchanged views on mat-

ters related to India-US trade and economic

ties including on the ongoing negotiations

for a mutually beneficial Bilateral Trade

Agreement," the Commerce Ministry's De-

partment of Commerce said in a post on X.

Switzer arrived in New Delhi

along with a team of US offi-

cials for two days of trade dis-

cussions with their Indian

counterparts. Ahead of his

meeting with the Commerce

Ministry officials, Switzer met

Foreign Secretary Vikram

Misri.
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New Delhi, Oct 15: National Security Advisor

(NSA) Ajit Doval raised the issue of safety and se-

curity of Indian seafarers and tankers during his tele-

phonic conversation with Secretary of the Supreme

National Security Council of Iran, Mohsen Rezaei,

the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said on

Thursday. Addressing a bi-weekly media briefing in

New Delhi on Thursday, MEA spokesperson Randhir

Jaiswal said that NSA Doval and Rezaei discussed

bilateral issues, regional situation and international

developments during their conversation on October

12. "This conversation happened on 12th of Octo-

ber. National Security Advisor spoke to the Secre-

NSA Doval raised issue of safety of

Indian seafarers, tankers with Iranian counterpart : MEA
tary of the Supreme

National Security

Council of Iran, His

Excellency Dr

Mohsen Rezaei. They

discussed bilateral is-

sues. They also dis-

cussed regional situa-

tion and international

developments, and

during the meeting,

the safety and security

of Indian seafarers

was raised, as also the safety and secu-

rity of Indian tankers was also raised,"

said Jaiswal while replying to a question

on the discussions held between NSA

Doval and his Iranian counterpart.

On Monday, Iran's Embassy in India said

that NSA Doval and Rezaei spoke about

latest regional and international devel-

opments and issues of mutual interest.

Doha, Oct 15 : Qatar denied claims

that it had detained Iranian pilots, de-

scribing them as misleading amid on-

going diplomatic efforts aimed at de-

escalating regional tensions. "We cat-

egorically deny the claims circulating

regarding the detention of Iranian pi-

lots and are surprised by these mis-

leading statements at this particular

time," Qatari Foreign Ministry

spokesperson Majed Al Ansari said in

a post on social media platform X.

Al Ansari said contact had been es-

tablished with the pilots concerned

after they violated Qatari airspace and

authorities confirmed the trajectory of

the targeting, Xinhua news agency

reported. "After following the rules

of engagement and attempting to com-

municate with them without receiv-

ing a response, the necessary mea-

sures were taken to defend our terri-

tory in accordance with international

law," he said, adding that the circum-

stances had been clarified at the time

through official channels. The spokes-

person said Qatari search and rescue

teams subsequently conducted opera-

tions to search for the remains of the

pilots.

Qatar denies claims

of detaining Iranian pilots

Quetta, Oct 15 : Leading

Baloch human rights defender

Mir Yar Baloch on Thursday

highlighted that a massive upris-

ing by the people of Balochistan

has begun against the Pakistani

forces across the province.

According to the human rights

activist, the wave of protest was

sparked by the call to resist the

terrorist organisation ISI, which

orchestrated a suicide attack on

the Balochistan National Party

(BNP) rally in Quetta on Sep-

tember 2, killing 15 Baloch

people and injuring 35 others.

"Since then, strikes and demon-

strations have spread across the

entire Republic of Balochistan.

The protests are directed against

Pakistan's ongoing state occupa-

tion, the genocide of the Baloch

people, large-scale enforced dis-

appearances, and the ISI’s con-

tinued targetting of Baloch po-

litical activists through bomb

blasts and suicide attacks," Mir

Baloch posted on X. "Tensions

have reached a breaking point.

In Quetta — particularly in Sona

Thana, Mian Ghundi, Saryab.

Massive uprising erupts

against Pakistani forces

across Balochistan

Cuba denounces new
US sanctions as 'unilateral coercive measures'
Havana, Oct 15 : Cuba de-

nounced new US sanctions as

"unilateral coercive measures,"

saying that such actions demon-

strate an intention to impose col-

lective punishment on the Cu-

ban people. "We firmly reject

the recent unilateral coercive

measures adopted" by the US

government, Cuban Foreign

Minister Bruno Rodriguez said

on X. These actions demonstrate

an intention to impose collective

punishment on the Cuban

people, Rodriguez said. He

noted that the announcement co-

incided, when millions of Cu-

bans take to the streets to de-

nounce the US blockade and the

energy siege, Xinhua news

agency reported. "These mea-

sures are extraterritorial in na-

ture and violate the United Na-

tions Charter," Rodriguez said,

adding that the United States has

no right to impose measures

against Cuba or against third

countries or parties. The com-

ment came after US President

Donald Trump on Thursday

signed an executive order im-

posing new sanctions on Cuba.

Trump ordered that all property

and interests in property that are

in and coming within the United

States, or are in or coming within

the possession or control of US

persons of the following persons

are blocked and may not be

transferred, paid, exported,

withdrawn, or otherwise dealt in.

The "following persons" include

those who operate in or have oper-

ated in the energy, defense and re-

lated materiel, metals and mining, fi-

nancial services, or security sector

of the Cuban economy, or any other

sector of the Cuban economy, as

may be determined by the Secretary

of the Treasury, in consultation with

the Secretary of State. It also in-

cludes those who own or control, di-

rectly or indirectly, any person

whose property or interests in prop-

erty are blocked pursuant to this or-

der. The order also seeks to limit

Cuba's access to the global banking

system, imposing secondary sanc-

tions on people, entities and financial

institutions that conduct financial

transactions with those already sanc-

tioned because of their ties to Cuba.

The order authorizes the US govern-

ment to penalize foreign financial in-

stitutions that have conducted or fa-

cilitated any significant transaction for

or on behalf of anyone with ties to the

Cuban government.

Washington, Oct 15 : Ken-

tucky Governor Andy Beshear

has called for abolishing the

US Electoral College and di-

rectly electing the President

and Vice-President, saying

that the current system leaves

most states outside the Presi-

dential campaign.  Beshear, a

Democrat considering a pos-

sible 2028 White House run,

said on Thursday that candi-

dates should have to seek sup-

port across the country instead

of concentrating their cam-

paigns on a handful of com-

petitive states. "I certainly

think it's time," he told the

CBS News. Beshear said Ken-

Kentucky Governor calls for end to Electoral College
tucky rarely receives visits from Presiden-

tial candidates because the outcome in the

Republican-leaning state is generally con-

sidered predictable. "In Kentucky we will

never see a candidate for President or Vice-

President unless they're from here," he

added. "Why? Because people just expect

that it'll go one way or the other. It's the

idea that someone would get elected not

just knowing about seven states, but hav-

ing to earn votes all over the United States."

Beshear included direct Presidential elec-

tions in a wider package of constitutional

changes that he said could repair public

confidence in the federal government. His

proposals included Congressional and Su-

preme Court term limits, a ban on partisan

redistricting and constitutional protection

for parts of the Voting Rights Act.

From India to NIST: Raman

outlines innovation agenda
Washington, Oct 15 : Arvind

Raman, an Indian-born engineering

scholar nominated to lead the US

National Institute of Standards and

Technology (NIST), told senators

that the agency must focus on ac-

celerating American innovation

and setting global technology stan-

dards as the United States competes

with China in emerging technolo-

gies.

Appearing before the Senate Com-

merce, Science, and Transportation

Committee, Raman described his

journey from India to the United

States as an example of the oppor-

tunities the country offers.

“I first came to the United States

35 years ago from India, actually

to study engineering at Purdue Uni-

versity,” Raman said. “I only had a

few dollars in my pocket at the

time.”

He recalled that his first paycheck as

a research assistant was still weeks

away and that he survived through a

university loan available to students

without credit history and help from

the local Goodwill store.

“And today I'm the dean of engineer-

ing at that great institution,” he said,

referring to Purdue University, where

he has served as a faculty member for

more than two decades and currently

leads one of the largest engineering

colleges in the United States.

Raman, nominated by President

Donald Trump to serve as

Undersecretary of Commerce for Stan-

dards and Technology and director of

NIST, told lawmakers the agency plays

a critical role in strengthening Ameri-

can industry and technological lead-

ership. “NIST has been foundational

to advancing American industrial com-

petitiveness,” he said. For more than

a century, he said, the institute has

helped ensure that American industries

and technologies operate on trusted

standards that enable innovation and

global competitiveness.

Washington, Oct 15 : The Pen-

tagon told US lawmakers that

modern warfare is being reshaped

by cheap, mass-produced drones,

warning that battlefield lessons

from Ukraine and recent combat

involving Iran make it imperative

for the United States to rapidly

build a domestic drone industry

and arm troops with large num-

bers of unmanned systems.

Testifying before the Senate

Armed Services Committee, se-

nior Pentagon officials said small

drones have become a decisive

weapon on modern battlefields

and that the US must accelerate

production while reducing depen-

dence on Chinese-linked supply

chains.

Modern wars demand

drone dominance : Pentagon

DR Congo's Ebola outbreak

may spread to eighth province: Ex-minister
Kinshasa, Oct 15 : Two Ebola

cases have been reported in

Nord-Ubangi Province in

northwestern Democratic Re-

public of the Congo (DRC), a former health

minister said Thursday, raising concerns

that the outbreak may have spread to an

eighth province.

Danish Foreign MinisterDanish Foreign MinisterDanish Foreign MinisterDanish Foreign MinisterDanish Foreign Minister
to summon US Ambassador over reportedto summon US Ambassador over reportedto summon US Ambassador over reportedto summon US Ambassador over reportedto summon US Ambassador over reported
espionage against Greenlandespionage against Greenlandespionage against Greenlandespionage against Greenlandespionage against Greenland
Oslo, Oct 15 : Danish Foreign Minis-

ter Lars Lokke Rasmussen has said that

he will summon the US Ambassador

to Denmark for a meeting following

media reports suggesting that Washing-

ton plans to intensify espionage activi-

ties targeting Greenland.

The move comes after The Wall Street

Journal reported on Thursday that US

intelligence agencies have been in-

structed to identify individuals in

Greenland and Denmark who support

American strategic objectives for the

Arctic island, citing anonymous

sources.

"I have read the article, and it worries

me a lot -- because we do not spy be-

tween friends," Rasmussen told Dan-

ish broadcaster DR on Wednesday on

his way to a meeting of Foreign Min-

isters in Warsaw, Poland.

Acknowledging that the report could

not be verified, Rasmussen noted that

it had not been strongly denied by US

officials, Xinhua news agency re-

ported.  "That worries me," he added.

He confirmed that the American Am-

bassador will be summoned.
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Chwalinska bags biggest

win by rank to reach Wuhan Open

quarters; Svitolina ends Guo's dream run
Wuhan, Oct 15 : 16th seed Maja

Chwalinska registered her biggest

career win by ranking as she de-

feated World No. 11 Iva Jovic in

the Wuhan Open round of 16, 6-4,

6-1, to move into the round of 16

here on Thursday.  Chwalinska

put up a strong performance

against the American to take the

game in 1 hour and 49 minutes and

set up a QF meeting with Maria

Sakkari. Meanwhile, fifth-seed

Elina Svitolina ended the dream

run of wild card Guo Hanyu of

China with a commanding 6-1, 6-

4 win in 1 hour and 30 minutes.

'Worked on every aspect that

needed improvement,' says Pathak on India

return ahead of ACT Punjab
New Delhi, Oct 15 : India goalkeeper Krishan

Bahadur Pathak said he had worked on the areas iden-

tified for improvement during his time away from the

senior national team and is now focused on making

the most of his return at the Asian Champions Tro-

phy 2026.  The 29-year-old has been named in India’s

18-member squad for the tournament, scheduled to

be held in Jalandhar and Mohali from October 27 to

November 5. He replaces Mohith HS and will return

to international action after more than nine months,

having last represented India during the tour of South

Africa in December 2025. Pathak, who has 156 inter-

national caps, spent his time away from the senior

team training with India’s development squad in

Bengaluru. He also travelled with the national team

to the FIH World Cup in the Netherlands and Bel-

gium as a non-playing member before the Asian

Games. “Whatever the coach told me in terms of im-

provement, I was working on that while here in

Bengaluru with the development team. I believe I have

done that and am now focused on this opportunity at

the Asian Champions Trophy,” Pathak said.

The goalkeeper revealed that his training involved

additional sessions to address the aspects of his game

that needed attention, alongside regular team train-

ing and matches.

“We (the development team) played matches against

the Karnataka senior national team in

Bengaluru. But besides the matches and

team training, we did extra goalkeeping ses-

sions so that I keep working on the things

that I was told to improve upon,” he added.

Pathak’s return will be particularly special

as he gets the opportunity to represent India

in his home state of Punjab. The league-

stage matches will be played in Jalandhar,

where the Olympian Surjit Singh Hockey

Stadium holds special significance for the

goalkeeper. The stadium is home to the

Surjit Hockey Academy, where Pathak spent

seven years learning the sport and develop-

ing his goalkeeping skills.

New Delhi, Oct 15 : In a blow to Sri Lanka,

star opening batter Pathum Nissanka has been

ruled out of the ODI tri-series in Pakistan,

which also features England.

Nissanka has been dealing with injury issues

of late and was named in the squad for the

tri-series, subject to fitness due to a recent

hamstring injury he picked up following the

white-ball tour of England last month.

As per the Daily Mirror, the batter is yet to

receive medical clearance to return to action,

and his recovery has not progressed to the

point where he can resume playing, which

rules him out for the tri-series, which begins

on Sunday in Rawalpindi. The report added

that Lahiru Udara has been named as

Nissanka's replacement for the series.

Nissanka was earlier ruled out of the Paki-

stan T20Is and was subject to travel with the

squad if declared fit for the ODIs. However,

he missed out on the tri-series as well.

Nissanka has also been named in Sri Lanka's

squad for the Test series against Pakistan, as

he is in line for a red-ball return. However,

his selection for the two-match Test series is

also subject to fitness clearance.

Nissanka out of

Sri Lanka's ODI tri-series in Pakistan

Mandhana captaincy era set

to begin as India take on Zimbabwe
Raipur, Oct 15 : A new chapter in Indian

women's cricket will commence on Friday when

Smriti Mandhana leads the side as full-time

captain for the first time in the opening T20I

against Zimbabwe, who are still searching for

their first win in the format this year.

Friday’s clash will mark the start of Zimbabwe's

first-ever bilateral series against India, and the

Shaheed Veer Narayan Singh International Sta-

dium is set to host a women's international

match for the first time.

Smriti, who takes over from Harmanpreet Kaur

after being the vice-captain for almost ten years,

inherits a side brimming with confidence after

winning the Asia Cup and the Asian Games gold

medal. Captaincy is hardly unfamiliar territory

for Smriti - she has led Maharashtra in domes-

tic cricket and guided Royal Challengers

Bengaluru to two WPL titles. She has also

captained India in 18 T20Is, winning 11 and

losing six of them, with the first of those com-

ing seven years ago against England in

Guwahati when Harmanpreet was injured. Her

elevation to captaincy comes when Smriti is at

the peak of her batting powers.

'They had all day to announce
the ban': Vinicius slams La Liga for suspension timing
New Delhi, Oct 15 : Real

Madrid forward Vinicius Jun-

ior has slammed La Liga for

announcing his four-match do-

mestic suspension just two

hours before the club’s UEFA

Champions League fixture

against Roma on Thursday.

The Brazilian winger will miss

Real Madrid’s upcoming La

Liga fixtures, including the

highly anticipated El Clasico

against Barcelona, following

his straight red card during the

league match against Villarreal

last weekend. "I only heard about

it at the stadium. I think the ban

came at a bad time. They had all

day to announce the suspension,

and just as I got to the stadium, I

got the message that I was going

to miss four La Liga games,"

Vinicius said as quoted by

goal.com. The forward also ques-

tioned the lack of communication

surrounding the disciplinary regu-

lations, claiming players had not

been adequately informed about

the rule that led to his suspension.

“I don’t understand why. The truth

is that the rule is new. They’ve

never explained this to us. Some-

one from LaLiga always comes in,

or from whatever the refereeing

organisation is called, to explain

the new rules to us. But this time,

this specific thing, nobody told us

about it,” he added.

Real Madrid head coach Jose

Mourinho also criticised the tim-

ing of the announcement, arguing

that the authorities could have

communicated the suspension the following morn-

ing instead of doing so shortly before a major Euro-

pean fixture. “Couldn’t they do it tomorrow morn-

ing? They do things shamelessly now. The cat is

out of the bag now. Two hours before the match, a

player must know he has a four-match suspension.

You want to kill a player two hours before the match?

It doesn’t seem normal to me,” he told reporters af-

ter the match. The suspension follows a controver-

sial incident during Real Madrid’s 1-0 league vic-

tory over Villarreal. Vinicius was sent off after pull-

ing the hair of opponent Nathan Saliba, with the

incident coming after the Brazilian had seen a goal

disallowed following a VAR review.

Sangai Cup to help

select Manipur's

team for Judo Nationals
Imphal, Oct 15 : The Sangai

Cup Inter Club Judo Tourna-

ment 2026 will take place at

the Sports Authority of India

New Multipurpose Hall,

Takyelpat, here from Friday

to Sunday, which will act as

selection trials to select

Manipur's state team for the

National Judo Champion-

ships.

The three-day tournament

will feature bouts for differ-

ent categories ranging from

Sub-Junior, Cadet, Junior

and Senior, with the weigh-ins

starting on Thursday. The

main bouts will begin on

Thursday and will act as the

team selection criteria for the

National Judo Champion-

ships across the Sub-Junior,

Cadet, Junior and Senior cat-

egories.

South Africa announce squad for the Hong Kong Sixes 2026
Hong Kong, Oct 15 : South

Africa will return to the Hong

Kong Sixes with a seven-mem-

ber squad led by Jorich van

Schalkwyk for the tournament

scheduled to be held at the Tin

Kwong Road Recreation Ground

from October 30 to November 1.

The squad features Steve Stolk,

Abdullah Bayoumy, Ayabulela

Gqamane, Alindile Mhletywa,

Blake Simpson and Heath

Richards alongside captain van

Schalkwyk. Three members of

the team, van Schalkwyk,

Simpson and Bayoumy, were

also part of South Africa’s cam-

paign in the previous edition.

South Africa A coach, Wandile

Gwavu, will guide the side in the

fast-paced competition, where

teams have limited time to es-

tablish control and make the

most of their batting and bowl-

ing opportunities. Van

Schalkwyk was South

Africa’s leading run-

scorer in the 2025 edi-

tion, finishing with 122

runs.


