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Former India cricketer Abhishek

Nayar is tempted to bring in teen-

age sensation Vaibhav

Sooryavanshi for the fifth and fi-

nal T20I of the ongoing series

against the West Indies...

RBI approves merger of

Emirates NBD's Indian

branches with RBL Bank
The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)

announced on Saturday that it has

approved the scheme of amalgam-

ation of the Indian branches of

Emirates NBD Bank...

TDP releases second list

for municipal elections; names

of 22 candidates finalized
Vijayawada, Oct 17 : The Telugu

Desam Party (TDP) has released its

second list of candidates for the mu-

nicipal elections in Andhra Pradesh.

Party chief and Chief Minister

Chandrababu Naidu announced the

list, which includes 22 names; notably,

Sheikh Abdul Abeeda has been final-

ized for Machilipatnam, and

Chintakayala Padmavathi for

Narsipatnam.

Municipal election buzz

in Anantapur; large number of nominations

filed on the second day
Ananthapur, Oct 17 : The municipal elec-

tion process in Andhra Pradesh has gained

momentum. Candidates from major politi-

cal parties—including the Telugu Desam

Party (TDP) and the YSR Congress Party

(YSRCP)—as well as other parties and in-

dependent aspirants, are arriving in large

numbers to file their nominations for the 62

divisions of the Anantapur Municipal Cor-

poration. With limited time remaining for the

filing process—as today is the final day—

there is significant crowding at the nomina-

tion centers.

Following incidents of violence and confron-

tation during the nomination process yester-

day in the neighboring areas of Rayachoti,

Punganur, Tirupati, and Dharmavaram, the

Anantapur district police have been placed

on high alert. Proactive and stringent mea-

sures have been taken to prevent any untoward inci-

dents. Section 144 has been imposed in the vicinity of

the nomination centers to ensure that no disturbances

occur. Only two people—the candidate and one other

person—are permitted to enter the nomination center.

Security forces have been deployed in large numbers

at these centers; they are intercepting groups arriving

in rallies outside the premises and allowing only those

candidates who meet the prescribed criteria to enter.

On the first day, the process in the Anantapur area pro-

ceeded slowly, with only 16 nominations being filed.

However, election officials anticipate that candidates

from the major political parties for nearly all divisions

are likely to file their nominations today.

Supreme Court makes significant

remarks on children's right to the internet

New Delhi, Oct 17 : The Supreme Court has

clarified that access to the internet is a fun-

damental right for everyone. The apex court

affirmed that this right applies to all children,

regardless of their age. The bench observed

that children cannot be completely denied

access to the internet in the name of protect-

ing them from online harassment or fraud. It

further stated that internet access is an inte-

gral part of the right to life (Article 21) and

the freedom of expression (Article 19(1)(a))

as enshrined in the Constitution.

Tension in Pulivendula; SP

issues warning to Avinash Reddy
Kadapa, Oct  17: Tensions

ran high in Pulivendula dur-

ing the filing of nominations

for local body elections.

YSRCP cadres, led by MP

Avinash Reddy, gathered in

large numbers at the nomina-

tion center in Pulivendula. In

response, Superintendent of

Police (SP) Nachiket

Vishwanath arrived at the

scene to assess the situation.

Since the deadline for filing

nominations had already

passed, the SP advised the

Kadapa MP to leave the pre-

mises.

New Delhi, Oct 17 : Cock-

roach Janta Party (CJP) foun

der and Convener Abhijeet

Dipke was on Saturday granted

conditional bail by a Delhi

court after being arrested in

connection with the party's

'Lehra Do Tiranga' rally at the

Central Park in national

capital's Connaught Place.

CJP founder Abhijeet

Dipke granted conditional bail

Governor extends Saddula Bathukamma greetings
Hyderabad, Oct 17  : Gover-

nor Shiv Pratap Shukla has ex-

tended his warm greetings to

the people of Telangana on the

occasion of Saddula

Bathukamma, the grand finale

of the State’s iconic floral fes-

tival, to be celebrated on Octo-

ber 18. In his message on Satur-

day, the Governor said

Bathukamma was a vibrant ex-

pression of Telangana’s cultural

heritage, traditional values, rever-

ence for nature and women’s em-

powerment. Celebrated with flo-

ral arrangements and prayers to

Goddess Gauramma, the fes-

tival reflected the deep-rooted

bond between people and na-

ture. He observed that Bathuk

amma fostered devotion, pro-

moted social harmony and re-

inforced respect for the State’s

rich cultural traditions.

Flight services to Saudi Arabia
suspended until the 24th of this month
New Delhi, Oct 17 : Due to

the ongoing tense situation in

the Gulf region, airlines have

suspended their services to

Saudi Arabia until the 24th of

this month. The airlines issued

a statement to this effect on

Saturday. IndiGo and Akasa

Air have cancelled their

flights from India to Saudi

Arabia until the 24th, while

Air India has cancelled its ser-

vices until the 20th of this

month. It may be noted that

these airlines had previously

cancelled their services until

the 17th of this month.

Due to the lack of improve-

ment in the situation across

Gulf countries, the cancella-

tion of flight services has been

extended until the 24th of this

month. In a statement, IndiGo

said, "We are continuously

monitoring the situation in

Saudi Arabia.

Harish opposes

Godavari-Cauvery link agenda

Hyderabad, Oct 17 :  BRS senior

leader and former minister Harish Rao

has strongly objected to the inclusion

of the Godavari-Cauvery river-linking

project in the agenda of the National

Board for Dam Safety (NBDS) meet-

ing scheduled for November 3, alleg-

ing that the move would undermine

Telangana’s water rights. Addressing

the media at Telangana Bhavan on Sat-

urday.

Bhatti urges young
filmmakers to champion social causes

Hyderabad, Oct 17 : Deputy

Chief Minister Bhatti

Vikramarka has called upon

young filmmakers to use the

power of cinema to raise

awareness about pressing so-

cial issues, including climate

change, rising temperatures and

the looming threat of water scar-

city.

Addressing the Bathukamma

Young Filmmaker Challenge

Awards–2026 at Shilpakala Vedika in Hyderabad

on Saturday, he encouraged aspiring directors to tell

compelling stories that combine entertainment with

meaningful social messages and inspire people to

think and act.

Bhatti Vikramarka said the State government aimed

to transform Hyderabad from a major hub for Telugu

cinema into a prominent destination for Indian cin-

ema. He reaffirmed the government's commitment

to nurturing young cinematic talent from Telangana

and strengthening the city's position on the national

filmmaking map.

20% additional arrangements

for Navarathri Brahmotsavams
Keeping in view the past expe-

rience  20 per cent additional ar-

rangements have been made in

Tirumala for the Sri Vari

Navaratri Brahmotsavams to en-

sure a comfortable...
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Gandhinagar, Oct 17 : The

Gujarat High Court on Satur-

day granted one-day temporary

bail to jailed Aam Aadmi Party

(AAP) MLA Chaitar Vasava to

visit his stepbrother, who is in

critical condition after alleg-

edly consuming poison, after

his lawyer sought relief on

medical and family grounds.

Shantilal Vasava, 35, the step-

brother of the Dediapada

Ahmedabad, Oct 17 : The

Ahmedabad Municipal Corpora-

tion (AMC) has sealed a food

processing unit in the Danilimda

area and placed 1,010 kg of food

products under seizure after an

inspection found the use of non-

permitted colours in savoury

snacks, repeated reuse of frying

oil and violations of hygiene and

labelling requirements.

The AMC's Health Food Depart-

ment inspected A.N. GRUH

UDHYOG at Godown No. 4,

Goodluck Estate, Shalimar Es-

tate, Danilimda, as part of its

checks on food businesses across

the city to ensure food safety and

protect public health.

Gujarat: Ahmedabad civic body

seals snack unit, seizes 1,010 kg of food

products over safety violations

Gujarat HC grants jailed
AAP MLA one-day bail to visit ailing stepbrother

Scheduled Tribe (ST) legislator,

allegedly consumed poison at his

residence in Songadh in Tapi dis-

trict on October 12.

He was subsequently admitted to

a hospital in Surat, where he is un-

dergoing treatment for organo-

phosphorus (OP) poisoning.

Parul Vadgama, Medical Superin-

tendent In-charge of the New Civil

Hospital in Surat, said Shantilal's

condition is critical.

A relative claimed that Shantilal was distressed after

Chaitar Vasava was sentenced in an assault and extor-

tion case.

The MLA had initially approached the High Court seek-

ing 30 days' bail to appear for the Semester-I Master of

Social Work examination conducted by Balhans Col-

lege of Social Work in Bharuch district.

However, when the matter came up for hearing on Fri-

day, his lawyer said he was not pressing that request

and instead sought temporary release so that the legis-

lator could look after his stepbrother.

The court granted one-day temporary bail for the hos-

pital visit. The case for which Vasava is

serving his sentence dates back to October

30, 2023, when he allegedly summoned

forest department officials to his residence

in Dediapada after they had directed vil-

lagers to clear encroachments on forest

land. According to the police complaint

registered on November 2, 2023.

Stockholm, Oct 17 : Haryana Chief Minister

Nayab Singh Saini on Saturday shared details

of a warm interaction with a delegation of

Sikhs residing in Sweden.  In a post on his X

account, the Chief Minister said he had a

"heartwarming meeting" with members of the

Sikh community living thousands of miles

away from home. "Meeting our people and re-

ceiving their affection was truly heartwarm-

ing," CM Saini noted. During the interaction,

the two sides held meaningful discussions on

promoting investment in Haryana, creating

new employment opportunities, and various is-

sues concerning the future of Punjab's youth.

The delegation also raised serious concern over

the growing drug menace in Punjab. Respond-

ing to the issue, CM Saini underlined that pro-

tecting the youth from the grip of drugs and con-

necting them with better opportunities in educa-

tion, skill development and employment is a col-

lective responsibility. "Our youth are the future

of our nation. Ensuring that they receive the right

guidance and opportunities must remain our

shared commitment," he said. The meeting as-

sumes significance against the backdrop of the

impending Punjab elections, where diaspora en-

gagement and issues affecting the Sikh commu-

nity, particularly the drug problem and youth un-

employment, are expected to figure prominently

in political discourse.

Haryana CM Nayab Saini engages Sikh

diaspora in Sweden on youth issues, drug menace

Itanagar, Oct 17 : Arunachal

Pradesh Governor Lieutenant

General K.T. Parnaik (Retd)

said on Saturday that better

connectivity across the state

would strengthen national se-

curity while improving the

quality of life of its people.

The Governor has chaired a

coordination meeting involv-

ing the Army, Indian Air

Force, State Information Tech-

nology Department and

Bharat Sanchar Nigam Lim-

ited (BSNL) at Lok Bhavan in

Itanagar.  He also underlined

the importance of recognising

the complementary roles of

the defence forces, BSNL and

the state government in ad-

dressing the unique geo-

graphical and infrastructural

challenges of the state.

The Governor emphasised on

Connected Arunachal Pradesh to strengthen
national security, improve people's lives: Governor

bringing institutions together in a

spirit of partnership to advance the

national vision of Digital India,

ensuring that the people of even

the most remote border villages

become active participants in the

country's digital transformation.

He stressed on the need for a col-

lective and coordinated approach.

Lieutenant General Parnaik (Retd)

called upon all stakeholders to

work in a collaborative manner in

the Vibrant Villages Programme

concept, aligning their resources,

infrastructure and expertise to-

wards a shared objective.

He said that reliable telecommu-

nication is no longer a luxury but

an essential service that connects

people with education, healthcare,

government services, livelihood

opportunities and the wider digi-

tal economy.

The Governor encouraged all

stakeholders to maintain regular commu-

nication, openly share their operational

requirements and identify areas where

infrastructure, technical capabilities and

logistical support could be pooled for

mutual benefit.  He emphasised that bet-

ter coordination would help avoid du-

plication of efforts, optimise available

resources and accelerate the expansion

of connectivity.  The Governor, recall-

ing the assurance given by the Air Of-

ficer Commanding-in-Chief (AOC-in-C)

of Eastern Air Command of the Indian

Air Force's unwavering commitment to

supporting the people and the Arunachal

Pradesh government, advised the Air

Force to assist BSNL in transporting

equipment required for setting up tele-

communication towers in inaccessible

locations. He called for a practical, so-

lution-oriented approach, with clear ar-

eas of responsibility and continued fol-

low-up, to translate the discussions into

tangible outcomes.

New Delhi, Oct 17 : India’s

infrastructure sectors, span-

ning highways, aviation,

telecom, ports, and power, re-

corded robust growth during

the first half (April-Septem-

ber) of the current financial

year, according to the quar-

terly update of the Ministry of

Statistics and Programme

Implementation’s (MoSPI)

PAIMANA Performance

Monitoring Dashboard.

National Highways awarded

for construction rose 62.9 per

cent year-on-year to 2,236.3

km during April-September of

FY27. This significant in-

crease strengthens the pipeline

India’s new national highway

projects taken up in April-Sep clock 63 pc jump
of highway infrastructure development, paving

the way for enhanced connectivity, improved lo-

gistics efficiency, and sustained economic

growth, the official statement said.

The telecommunications sector recorded a con-

tinued expansion of digital infrastructure, with

the cumulative Optical Fibre Cable (OFC) laid

reaching 7,52,113 km by August 2026. This rep-

resents an addition of 29,256 km during FY

2026–27 (April–August), strengthening the

country’s high-speed digital connectivity infra-

structure. The Ports, Shipping, and Waterways

sector recorded continued growth in cargo traf-

fic, with cargo handled at major ports increas-

ing by 7.2 per cent year-on-year to 390.4 mil-

lion tonnes during FY 2026-27 (April-August).

Cargo traffic at non-major ports increased by 1.8

per cent year-on-year to 313.4 million tonnes

during the same period.

Maha govt gives additional

charge to Satish

Waghole as MPSC Chairman

Mumbai, Oct 17 : Maharashtra

government on Saturday gave

additional charge of the

Maharashtra Public Service

Commission (MPSC) chairman

post to Satish Waghole, one of

the members of the MPSC.

"MPSC member Satish Baban

Waghole has been handed the

additional charge as MPSC

Chairman. Concurrently,

Saurabh Katiyar (IAS), currently

serving as the District Collector

of Mumbai Suburban, has been

assigned the additional charge of

MPSC Secretary," said the order

issued by the General Adminis-

tration Department.

Japanese delegation
visits MLFF tolling system near Delhi
Kolkata, Oct 17 : A Japanese delegation vis-

ited the Multi-Lane Free Flow (MLFF) toll-

ing system in Mundka-Bakkarwala on Sat-

urday on the sidelines of the 12th India–Ja-

pan Joint Working Group Meeting on Roads

and Road Transportation.

The MLFF system provided insights into

India's technology-driven initiatives for

seamless and efficient highway travel.

At the MLFFs, the National Highways Au-

thority of India (NHAI) uses a combination

of RFID-based FASTag electronic toll col-

lection, automatic number plate recognition

(ANPR) and AI analytics to allow vehicles

to pass through charging points without stop-

ping, slowing down or remaining in a desig-

nated lane.

MLFFs have already been installed at

Choryasi in Gujarat, Mundka in Delhi,

Gharaunda in Haryana and

Daulatpura and Manoharpura

in Rajasthan.

While 12 further locations

have been awarded for con-

version, tenders have also

been launched covering an

additional 104 toll plazas

around the country.

The MLFF at Choryasi on the

Surat–Bharuch section of

NH-48 was the first to be-

come operational.

The one at Mundka on Delhi's

Urban Extension Road-II was

the second. The expansion

plan represents a significant

shift from India's traditional

barrier-based toll plazas.

Bengal: Kamarajar Port

performance in focus at

ministry's review meeting
Kolkata, Oct 17 : The overall

performance of Kamarajar Port

Ltd (KPL) was the focus of the

weekly review meeting with all

major ports, chaired by Vijay

Kumar, secretary, Ministry of

Ports, Shipping and Waterways

(MoPSW). KPL handled 49.08

million tonnes of cargo in 2025-

26.

Of this, 25.72 million tonnes

were coal. The port facility also

handled 700,639 TEU contain-

ers. Along with the Chennai Port

Authority, this port contributed

to nearly 24% of the total con-

tainer handling by all major

ports.  The port in Ennore also

handled 191,825 vehicles, which

was an increase of 18.86% over

the last fiscal year. The port

handled 1,008 vessels during the

year.  In a major milestone, KPL

completed the fourth phase of

capital dredging at Rs 440 crore,

to achieve a draft of 18 metres.

This has made the port capable

of handling Cape-size vessels.
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20% additional arrangements

for Navarathri Brahmotsavams
Tirumala, Oct 17 : Keeping in view the

past experience  20 per cent additional ar-

rangements have been made in Tirumala for

the Sri Vari Navaratri Brahmotsavams to

ensure a comfortable darshan experience

for devotees, said TTD Chief Engineer

Manoharam.

Speaking at a media confer-

ence in the Media Centre of

Ram Bagicha-2, Tirumala, on

Saturday.
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OPINIONmail Delhi Speaker Vijender Gupta
interacts with 170 students from J&K, 5 states

I
ndia and Vietnam on Friday reviewed their co

operation across key areas, including economic

security, maritime engagements, counter-ter-

rorism, emerging technologies and cyber security,

as the two countries held the fourth edition of their

Security Dialogue in New Delhi, the Ministry of

External Affairs (MEA) said.

The dialogue was co-chaired by India’s Deputy Na-

tional Security Advisor (NSA) Pavan Kapoor and

Vietnam’s Deputy Minister of Public Security, Se-

nior Lieutenant General Pham The Tung.

“Both sides undertook a comprehensive review

covering, inter alia, economic security, maritime

engagements, counter-terrorism, emerging tech-

nologies and cyber security. They also exchanged

views on the regional and global security environ-

ment and reaffirmed closer collaboration on issues

of mutual interest,” the MEA said in a statement.

In September, Prime Minister Narendra Modi held

a meeting with his Vietnamese counterpart Le Minh

Hung in New Delhi and discussed deepening de-

fence and security cooperation.

“Met Prime Minister Lee Minh Hung of Vietnam

on the sidelines of the BRICS Summit. We had

productive discussions on: Deepening defence and

security cooperation, including the proposed 2+2

mechanism. Expanding cooperation in energy, rare

earths and space. Working towards USD 25 bil-

lion bilateral trade by 2030 and greater two-way

investment. Strengthening our deep cultural and

civilisational linkages. Vietnam will always remain

a key pillar of India’s Act East Policy and

MAHASAGAR vision,” PM Modi had posted on

X. During the meeting, the two leaders reaffirmed

their commitment to further the India-Vietnam part-

nership. PMs Modi and Hung also discussed vari-

ous regional and global issues of mutual impor-

tance, according to a statement released by the

MEA. “The meeting provided an opportunity for

both leaders to review the progress made in bilat-

eral ties, which were elevated to an Enhanced Com-

prehensive Strategic Partnership during the State

Visit of H.E. Mr To Lam, General Secretary of the

Communist Party of Vietnam and President of the

Socialist Republic of Vietnam, to India in May

2026,” it said.

“India and Vietnam share a time-tested friendship

rooted in shared civilizational heritage, mutual trust

and understanding. Vietnam is a key pillar of India’s

Act East Policy and an important partner in India’s

broader engagement with Southeast Asia,” the

MEA mentioned in a statement.

India and Vietnam review

cooperation in counter-terrorism, cyber

security at fourth Security Dialogue

Tumakuru (Karnataka), Oct

17 : The Central Government's

Jal Jeevan Mission has brought

significant relief to residents of

Maidala village in Karnataka's

Tumakuru district by providing

household tap water connec-

tions, reducing their depen-

dence on open wells, hand

pumps and lakes for their daily

water requirements.

Implemented under the flagship

scheme, the initiative has en-

sured that clean drinking water

reaches households directly

through taps, transforming the

daily lives of villagers who ear-

lier had to walk long distances

carrying heavy pots to fetch

water. Maidala Gram

Panchayat in Urdigere Hobli of

Tumakuru taluk offers an ex-

ample of how the scheme has

improved access to drinking

water in rural areas. An over-

head water tank and an exten-

sive pipeline network have

been developed to facilitate

regular water supply to house-

holds. Pramila, a beneficiary

from Maidala village, said that

before the implementation of

the Jal Jeevan Mission.

From carrying water pots to

turning on taps: Jal Jeevan

Mission eases lives in K’taka village

New Delhi, Oct 17 : Veteran

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

leader and former Deputy

Prime Minister Lal Krishna

Advani was admitted to

Indraprastha Apollo Hospital

in Delhi with a chest infec-

tion.

His condition is stable, hos-

pital officials said.

The 98-year-old leader was

brought to the hospital at

around 7.30 p.m. on Saturday

and admitted to the pulmo-

nary department. He is cur-

rently under observation by a

team of doctors, while medi-

cal tests are underway.

Advani is undergoing treat-

ment at the hospital, and his

condition remains stable, ac-

cording to the officials.

LK Advani admitted to hospital
in Delhi with chest infection, condition stable

This is not the first time the vet-

eran leader has been hospitalised

in recent months. He was last ad-

mitted to Apollo Hospital in May

this year due to age-related health

complications. He remained under

medical care for a few days be-

fore being discharged.

Earlier, in December 2024,

Advani was admitted to the inten-

sive care unit (ICU) of

Indraprastha Apollo Hospital for

medical management and investi-

gations. He was treated under the

supervision of a neurologist. The

hospital then stated that his con-

dition was stable. On December

17, 2024, the hospital reported that

Advani had shown gradual im-

provement and was likely to be

shifted out of the ICU within the

following one to two days. Born

on November 8, 1927, in Karachi

(present-day Pakistan), Advani is

one of the most prominent lead-

ers in the history of the BJP. He

played a key role in the party’s

growth from a relatively small

political force into a major na-

tional political organisation.

Advani served as the BJP presi-

dent on multiple occasions and

was instrumental in strengthening

the party’s organisational base

across the country. His nation-

wide Ram Rath Yatra in 1990

became a significant turning

point in Indian politics and

helped expand the BJP’s politi-

cal reach. He served as India’s

Deputy Prime Minister from

2002 to 2004 under the govern-

ment led by then Prime Minis-

ter Atal Bihari Vajpayee.

Bhubaneswar, Oct 17 : Deputy

Chief Minister Pravati Parida on

Saturday stressed the need for ef-

fective interdepartmental coordi-

nation, robust monitoring and

time-bound implementation of

action points emerging from the

national-level departmental sum-

mit on women and child develop-

ment held in New Delhi to ensure

measurable outcomes and tangible

benefits for women and children

in Odisha. Parida, who also holds

the Women and Child Develop-

ment portfolio, chaired a review

meeting in Bhubaneswar to out-

line the State’s goals in four key

areas, including nutrition and

early childhood development,

child protection, women’s safety

and women’s empowerment.

The goals follow the Departmen-

tal Summit convened by the Union

Odisha Dy CM reviews women & child

development goals, calls for time-bound action
Ministry of Women and Child

Development in New Delhi on

October 8 and 9 in the presence

of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

According to an official statement,

the review focused on translating

the summit’s action points into

measurable outcomes through

time-bound interventions and

stronger implementation mecha-

nisms. The State will soon

organise a state-level summit on

the four thematic areas to deliber-

ate on priorities, strengthen coor-

dination among departments and

accelerate implementation.

Parida emphasised the need to

strengthen existing systems, ad-

dress implementation gaps and

improve the quality, accessibility

and effectiveness of public ser-

vices for women and children.

Under nutrition and early child-

hood development, the State

aims to improve Take-Home

Ration and hot-cooked meals,

strengthen nutrition monitoring

through the Poshan Tracker, and

ensure early identification and

referral of children with severe

acute malnutrition.

Other priorities include improv-

ing Early Childhood Care and

Education (ECCE), preschool

learning at Anganwadi Centres,

locally sourced nutritious food,

parental engagement and

children’s transition to formal

schooling. Under Mission

Vatsalya, the government will

focus on identifying vulnerable

households, promoting family-

based care over

institutionalisation.

Apia, Oct 17 : India and Sa-

moa have signed a Memoran-

dum of Understanding (MoU)

for the implementation of the

SENESE Project under the

Government of India’s Grant-

in-Aid scheme, aimed at

strengthening support for chil-

dren and persons with dis-

abilities in the Pacific Island

nation.  Minister of State

(MoS) for External Affairs

Pabitra Margherita, who is on

a visit to Samoa, signed the

MoU with Samoa’s Prime

Minister La’auli Leuatea

Schmidt on Saturday.

“During my visit to Samoa,

signed an MoU with H.E.

La’auli Leuatea Schmidt,

Prime Minister of Samoa, for

India and Samoa sign MoU
on project to support children, persons with disabilities

the implementation of the

SENESE Project under the Govt.

of India’s Grant-in-Aid scheme.

The project aims to strengthen

support for children and persons

with disabilities through accessible

infrastructure, audiology services,

inclusive education, early learning

and vocational training, creating

greater opportunities for their devel-

opment and inclusion in soci-

ety,” MoS Margherita posted on

X.

On Friday, Margherita met the

Samoan Prime Minister in Apia

and discussed further strength-

ening India-Samoa relations and

advancing shared priorities, in-

cluding development partner-

ship and capacity building.
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New Delhi, Oct 17 : Delhi As-

sembly Speaker Vijender Gupta

said on Saturday that the youth

of India are not merely the lead-

ers of tomorrow but also the na-

tion-builders of today who

would help realise the vision of

Viksit Bharat by 2047.

While interacting with 170 stu-

dents from six states and Union

Territories visiting the Delhi

Assembly under the MY

Bharat Programme, the

Speaker said the youth's ideas,

energy and commitment to

democratic values will be in-

strumental in building a devel-

oped nation.

"When young people from dif-

ferent states and Union Terri-

tories come together with a

shared sense of national pur-

pose, they strengthen the foun-

dations of "Ek Bharat,

Shreshtha Bharat"," Gupta

added.

The interaction provided stu-

dents from Gujarat, Haryana,

Uttar Pradesh, Jammu and Kash-

mir,  Punjab and Arunachal

Pradesh with an opportunity to

understand the functioning of

legislative institutions, demo-

cratic processes and parliamen-

tary traditions, an official state-

ment said. The State Director of

Mera Yuva Bharat Ankit Kumar

Gaur and Assistant Director of

Mera Yuva Bharat Ramesh Soni

was also present at the event.

Emphasising the importance of

informed and responsible youth

participation in nation-building,

Gupta encouraged the students

to develop a deeper understand-

ing of India's democratic insti-

tutions and recognise their role

in strengthening the country's

democratic fabric. As part of the

educational visit, the students

undertook a guided tour of the

historic Delhi Legislative As-

sembly complex, gaining in-

sights into its distinctive archi-

tectural character and its signifi-

cant place in India's legislative

history, the statement said.

Through documentaries and pre-

sentations, they were introduced

to the building's association with

the Central Legislative Assem-

bly and the eminent personali-

ties and historic developments

that have shaped its legacy. The

students also visited the main

Assembly Chamber, where they

gained a first-hand understand-

ing of the setting in which leg-

islative debates and proceedings

take place. The visit familiarised

them with the traditions, respon-

sibilities and institutional values

that underpin parliamentary de-

mocracy, enabling them to con-

nect India's rich legislative heri-

tage with the functioning of

democratic institutions in con-

temporary India.



United Nations, Oct 17  : UN

Secretary-General Antonio

Guterres has called for har-

nessing technology to stop

drug cyber-trafficking, work-

ing with police and authorities

to detect and disrupt criminal

networks and the manufacture

of synthetic drugs, and boost-

ing investment in prevention,

harm-reduction and treatment.

On Saturday (Local time), in

his message on the Interna-

tional Day against Drug Abuse

and Illicit Trafficking, ob-

served annually on June 26,

Nairobi, Oct 17 : Kenya's Min-

istry of Health on Saturday con-

firmed the country's third case of

Ebola Bundibugyo virus disease.

The patient, a 65-year-old

woman, is a close relative of the

first and second cases and was

identified as a primary contact,

the ministry said.

"She has been in quarantine

since Oct. 6 and developed fe-

ver, a sore throat and malaise at

one point," the ministry said in a

statement issued in Nairobi, the

Kenyan capital, Xinhua News

Agency reported. Meanwhile,

Kenya confirms third Ebola case
two Ebola cases have been re-

ported in Nord-Ubangi Province

in northwestern Democratic Re-

public of the Congo (DRC), a

former health minister said

Wednesday, raising concerns that

the outbreak may have spread to

an eighth province.

Jean-Jacques Mbungani Mbanda,

a former DRC health minister and

current member of parliament,

said in a post on social media that

repeated tests conducted at the

National Institute of Biomedical

Research in Kinshasa had con-

firmed the two infections.

UN chief calls for harnessing technology to stop drug cyber-trafficking
Guterres said illicit drug traffick-

ing is not a victimless crime, "it

inflicts profound harm on people

and communities around the

world while fuelling violence,

crime and instability." The UN

chief said the proliferation of syn-

thetic drugs and the growth of

online trafficking networks are

compounding the crisis, while

fragile health systems, persistent

treatment gaps and limited access

to support are undermining efforts

to reduce stigma and address drug

use disorders.

Noting this year's theme chal-

lenges the world to forge solutions

grounded in foresight, innovation

and solidarity, he called on the

international community to "re-

commit to the bold, innovative and

evidence-based solutions this

scourge demands." In its

World Drug Report 2026, re-

leased Friday, the UN Office

on Drugs and Crime

(UNODC) said drug traffick-

ers are exploiting technolo-

gies and global instability to

introduce novel drugs, ex-

periment with different trade

routes and methods, and ag-

gressively push into new mar-

kets, reports Xinhua news

agency.

"We have seen an unprec-

edented spike in new types of

drugs on the market.
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Big diplomatic victory: Veteran officials

after Marco Rubio backs India's diversification of energy sources
New Delhi, Oct 17 :  Senior

government officials and lead-

ers on Saturday welcomed the

US Secretary of State Marco

Rubio's backing of New Delhi's

strategy of diversifying its energy sources, calling it a

"big diplomatic victory".  In an exclusive interview to

IANS, Rubio said that India, under the leadership of

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, is on its way to be-

coming a global power and increasingly participating.

A symbol of  Telangana’s culture and

traditions : District Collector Garima Agrawal

g Best wishes for Bathukamma to everyone.

gGrand celebrations of Bathukamma.

g District Collector joins female officials and

staff in the Bathukamma festivities.

Rajanna Sircilla, Oct 17 :  Dis-

trict Collector Garima Agrawal

stated that the Bathukamma fes-

tival is a symbol of Telangana’s

culture and traditions. In accor-

dance with the state

government’s directives, the

Bathukamma celebrations were

held with great splendor on Sat-

urday. Under the aegis of the Dis-

trict Welfare Department, female

employees and staff prepared

‘Bathukamma’ floral arrange-

ments using a variety of colorful

flowers at the Integrated District

Offices Complex. District Collec-

tor Garima Agrawal at-

tended the event as the

chief guest and inaugurated

the celebrations. She joined

the female officials and

staff in dancing to tradi-

tional Bathukamma songs

and extended her festival

greetings to everyone. Bathukamma arrangements

were prepared by various government departments; the

first prize was awarded to the District Agriculture

Department, the second to the Revenue Department,

and the third to the MPP office of Tangallapalli. The

District Collector presented prizes to the winners and

congratulated them. Addressing the gathering, District

Collector Garima Agrawal conveyed her Bathukamma

festival wishes to all the people of the district. It was

noted that the employees and staff participated with great

enthusiasm, beautifully arranging the Bathukamma and

celebrating with songs and dance. It was mentioned that

the ‘Saddula Bathukamma’ festivities were held grandly

in Vemulawada on Friday, and that similar celebrations

are scheduled for Sunday in Sircilla.

India, Greece underline need for regular exchanges
between armed forces, defence industrial collaboration

South Korea's arms exports

expected to rebound this year

Athens, Oct 17 : India and

Greece on Saturday underlined

the need for regular exchanges

between their Defence Forces

through technical-level interac-

tions and a clear focus on de-

fence industrial collaboration in

areas of mutual interest, the

Ministry of Defence said.

The two sides discussed the is-

sues as Defence Secretary Rajesh

Kumar Singh met Chief of the Hel-

lenic National Defence General

Staff General Dimitrios Choupis,

with talks covering a wide range of

issues, including military-to-mili-

tary ties and strengthening strategic

cooperation. “Defence Secretary

Shri Rajesh Kumar Singh met Chief

of the Hellenic National Defence

General Staff General Dimitrios

Choupis and held discussions on a

wide range of issues covering mili-

tary-to-military ties and strengthen-

ing strategic cooperation in areas of

mutual interest. Noting the signifi-

cant strategic convergence.

Seoul, Oct 17  : South Korea's

arms industry exports may re-

bound this year after a slip for a

second consecutive year, with its

annual target set at over at least

$20 billion, officials said on Sat-

urday. The country's annual

arms exports came in at $9.5 bil-

lion last year following the

$13.5 billion the previous year.



Women working in fields must be recognised as farmers: Shivraj Chouhan
Raisen, Oct 17 : Union Agricul-

ture Minister Shivraj Singh

Chouhan on Saturday said women

who work in fields should be for-

mally recognised as farmers,

stressing that their contribution to

agriculture should matter as much

as land ownership.

Addressing a programme on

Women Farmers’ Day in Sanchi,

his parliamentary constituency in

Madhya Pradesh, Chouhan said

women make significant contribu-

tions to crop cultivation, animal

husbandry, milk production and

livestock care, but their work of-

ten needs greater recognition.

“Women who work in the fields

with their own hands are women

farmers. We will make every ef-

fort to ensure that they receive

formal recognition,” he said, ad-

dressing the gathering.

Chouhan said agriculture ex-

tended beyond crop production to

horticulture, fisheries, poultry

farming and animal husbandry,

with women playing an important

role across these activities.

He said he would raise the issue

on appropriate platforms to ensure

that women farmers received rec-

ognition and respect for their

work.  The Union Minister also

said a pilot initiative would be

launched in Raisen and Vidisha

districts to connect every family

in every village with at least one

source of livelihood, to make vil-

lages poverty-free.

He said the initiative would focus

on developing sustainable income

opportunities through agriculture,

processing of farm produce, ani-

mal husbandry, goat rearing, fish-

eries and small businesses.

“Poverty can be eradicated by

connecting families with employ-

ment and income-generating op-

portunities,” Chouhan said,

emphasising the need to create

sustainable livelihood options

rather than relying only on finan-

cial assistance.  He urged women

farmers to move beyond agricul-

tural production and explore en-

trepreneurship through small-

scale processing units and other

rural enterprises.  He suggested

setting up pulse mills in areas

where pulses are grown in large

quantities, along with oil-process-

ing units and facilities to manu-

facture products such as tomato

ketchup.  Chouhan said efforts

would be made to provide

women with training, machinery

and technical assistance to help

them establish such enterprises

and increase their earnings by

adding value to agricultural pro-

duce. He also stressed the need

to improve women's access to fi-

nance, saying efforts would be

made to facilitate loans requir-

ing little or no collateral.

No more expensive coaching: Free NEET,
JEE classes to 35 govt schools in Surguja
A m b i k a p u r / S u r g u j a

(Chhattisgarh), Oct 17 : In

a major initiative to provide

equal opportunities to stu-

dents from economically

weaker backgrounds,

Chhattisgarh's Surguja dis-

trict is set to become the first

district in the state to intro-

duce live online coaching for

NEET and JEE aspirants in

government schools.

The initiative, being launched

through the District Mineral

Foundation (DMF) Fund in

collaboration with the School

Education Department, will pro-

vide free online coaching to stu-

dents in 35 government higher

secondary schools across the dis-

trict. The programme aims to en-

sure that financial constraints and

the high fees charged by private

coaching institutes do not come in

the way of talented students aspir-

ing to become doctors and engi-

neers. Under the initiative, live

online classes will be conducted

simultaneously in the selected

schools, enabling students to pre-

pare for competitive examinations

without having to travel to bigger

cities or spend heavily on private

coaching. Five government

schools from each block have

been selected for the programme,

which is being seen as a signifi-

cant step towards improving ac-

cess to quality competitive exami-

nation preparation, particularly for

students from Surguja's tribal and

remote areas. The initiative will

be formally launched on October

17 by Rajesh Agrawal, Minister

of Tourism, Culture, Dharmasva

&amp; Dharmik Nyas, at a

programme scheduled to be

held at the Ambikapur

Collectorate conference hall.

Surguja, which has a consid-

erable tribal population, has no

shortage of academic talent.

However, the lack of adequate

resources and access to

specialised coaching has often

prevented meritorious students

from pursuing their ambitions.

Karwar, Oct 17 : The multi-

purpose warship INS Samarthak

was commissioned into the In-

dian Navy at the Karwar-based

Karwar Naval Base (Kadamaba

Naval Base) on Saturday, in a

ceremony presided over by Vice

President C. P. Radhakrishnan.

Karnataka Labour and Employ-

ment Minister Santosh S. Lad at-

tended the commissioning cer-

emony. INS Samarthak is the

first of four multi-purpose ves-

sels being inducted into the In-

dian Navy. The commissioning

was formally marked by hoist-

ing the national tricolour bear-

ing the Navy's insignia aboard

the warship, signalling its induc-

tion into service. The warship

has been designed to support

future defence operations and

incorporates a significant pro-

portion of indigenous equip-

ment. Around 75 per cent of the

equipment used in the vessel is

indigenously developed, while

certain technologies have been

sourced from abroad. Senior na-

val officials attended the cer-

emony, including Chief of Na-

val Staff  Admiral Krishna

Swaminathan, Flag Officer

Commanding-in-Chief of the

Western Naval Command Vice-

Admiral Sanjay Vatsayan, and

Newly commissioned multi-purpose

warship INS Samarthak has 75 pc indigenous equipment
head of the warship production

division Vice-Admiral Sanjay

Sadhu.

Rear Admiral Vikram Menon,

Flag Officer Karnataka Naval

Area, and Commander Sushil

Singh, commanding officer of

INS Samarthak, were also

present. Key representatives of

Larsen &amp; Toubro Ltd

(L&amp;T) and OEMs associ-

ated with indigenous equip-

ment were also present during

the commissioning ceremony.

Designed and constructed by

L&amp;T Shipyard, INS

Samarthak marks a significant

milestone in India’s indigenous

shipbuilding journey as the first

major warship to be built by an

Indian private shipyard.  The

commissioning is a powerful tes-

tament to the growing maturity

and capability of the nation’s pri-

vate shipbuilding industry and

reflects the deepening synergy

between the Indian Navy and the

Indian shipbuilding industry in

advancing the national vision of

Aatmanirbhar Bharat. Con-

ceived as a versatile platform for

trials and evaluation, INS

Samarthak embodies the en-

hanced technological and op-

erational capabilities of the In-

dian Navy in the 21st century.

Thiruvananthapuram, Oct 17

: CPI-M veteran and former

Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi

Vijayan now has another record

to his name.

He has become the first CPI-M

Politburo member to be sum-

moned by the Enforcement Di-

rectorate (ED), being asked to

appear before its officials on Fri-

day in connection with the

Masappadi (CMRL-Exalogic)

case.

Vijayan is no stranger to politi-

cal records.

He served as CPI-M state Secre-

tary from 1998 to 2015 and went

on to become Chief Minister for

two successive terms from 2016

to 2026.

No other Kerala Chief Minister

has completed two consecutive

full terms. Now, an ED summons

has added an entirely different

distinction to his political career.

Pinarayi Vijayan creates a new record
for himself and his CPI-M!

The irony is hard to miss. The CPI-

M has built much of its political

identity around fighting corrup-

tion and demanding accountabil-

ity from those in power.

In 2015, the party went all out

against then Finance Minister

K.M. Mani over the bar bribery

allegations, eventually forcing his

resignation, following adverse re-

marks made by a High Court

judge. Vijayan himself was among

the most aggressive critics of then

Chief Minister Oommen Chandy

(2011-16) during the Solar scam

controversy.

He repeatedly demanded

Chandy’s resignation, sometimes

in language far sharper than par-

liamentary courtesy would permit.

Chandy was eventually exoner-

ated.

Today, the spotlight has shifted to

Vijayan, who faces allegations

linked to payments made by

Cochin Minerals and Rutile Ltd

(CMRL) to Exalogic Solutions, a

company associated with his

daughter, T. Veena.

Two cases have been registered in

connection with the transactions.

Veena is the second accused in

both, while her husband and CPI-

M legislator P.A. Mohammed

Riyas is the first accused in a sepa-

rate hawala-related case.

The CPI-M’s standard defence is

that the ED is being used to target

political opponents. That argu-

ment may form part of the party’s

political response, but it does not

make the summons disappear.

Had any other political party

leader faced a similar develop-

ment, the CPI-M would probably

have demanded an immediate res-

ignation.

Patna, Oct 17 : Independent

candidate Ram Pukar Sinha has

decided not to continue his bid

for the Saran Teachers’ con-

stituency in the Bihar Legisla-

tive Council election and will

instead support NDA candidate

Anand Pushkar of the Janata

Dal (United).

The decision was taken at a

meeting attended by Rashtriya

Lok Morcha (RLM) state presi-

dent and MLA Alok Singh,

along with two other MLAs,

Madhav Anand and

Rameshwar Mahto, and Ram

Pukar Sinha.

Bihar: Ram Pukar Sinha withdraws

from Saran Teachers’ MLC

contest, backs JD(U)’s Anand Pushkar

New Delhi, Oct 17 : Delhi

Chief Minister Rekha Gupta

directed officials to work with

seriousness and urgency to

ensure that the city remains

clean, well-lit and orderly dur-

ing the festive season, an of-

ficial said on Saturday.

At a meeting held at the Delhi

Secretariat, she directed that

no public place in the capital

should have garbage, piles of

waste, disorder or inadequate

lighting during the festive pe-

riod. She directed heads of all

concerned departments and

agencies to conduct field in-

spections themselves, address

shortcomings immediately

Delhi CM tells officials

to ensure clean, well-lit city during festivals
NRRs are global brand

ambassadors of Rajasthan: CM Sharma
Jaipur, Oct 17 : Chief Minis-

ter Bhajanlal Sharma on Sat-

urday described Non-Resident

Rajasthanis (NRRs) as global

brand ambassadors of the

state’s rich culture and heri-

tage, urging them to contrib-

ute to Rajasthan’s develop-

ment through investment, en-

trepreneurship and social ini-

tiatives.  Addressing a dia-

logue programme with Non-

Resident Rajasthanis at the

Rajasthan International Cen-

tre in Jaipur, Sharma called for

promoting the spirit of

‘Padharo Thare Desh’ (Come

back to your homeland) along-

side the traditional greeting

‘Padharo Mhare Desh’ (Welcome

to our land).  He said the Rajasthan

Foundation serves as an important

bridge connecting the diaspora

with investment opportunities and

social development initiatives in

the state. During the programme,

the Chief Minister announced 11

new chapters of the Rajasthan

Foundation and unveiled a coffee

table book titled ‘Vikas Ke

Sahbhagi’ (Partners in Develop-

ment).  Sharma said the state gov-

ernment was encouraging Non-

Resident Rajasthanis to strengthen

their cultural ties with Rajasthan

and participate in its economic

growth.  The government has estab-

lished the Department of Domestic

and Overseas Rajasthan Affairs,

launched the Rajasthan Develop-

ment Support Portal and introduced

the NRR Policy-2025. A District

NRR Cell has also been established

in every district, with each cell ex-

pected to organise at least one

dialogue programme annu-

ally. The Chief Minister said

Rajasthan had witnessed un-

precedented infrastructure

expansion under the leader-

ship of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi.
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and prioritise cleanliness and

lighting work ahead of Diwali,

the official said in a statement.

The Chief Minister also called

for daily cleaning drives and

measures to address dust on

roads so that residents can en-

joy a clean and beautiful envi-

ronment during the festive sea-

son.

Punjab BJP emphasises

need for double-engine government
Sangrur, Oct 17 : The Punjab

BJP Executive Committee on

Saturday met here under the

chairmanship of state Presi-

dent Kewal Singh Dhillon and

emphasised the need for a

BJP-led double-engine gov-

ernment in the state.

Addressing the media after the

meeting, Dhillon launched a

sharp attack on the Aam

Aadmi Party (AAP) govern-

ment over the prevailing situ-

ation in Punjab.

He said the drug menace,

gangsterism, corruption and

deteriorating law and order

were causing serious difficul-

ties for ordinary men, traders,

government employees and

young people across the state.

Dhillon said only the BJP could

provide lasting solutions to the

state’s problems. He said the

meeting focused on shaping the

party’s organisational and future

strategy.



Mumbai, Oct 17 : Chemical intermediary manufac-

turer Deepak Nitrite Limited on Saturday reported a

sharp drop in its earnings for the first quarter of the

financial year ending June 30 (Q1 FY26).

The chemical manufacturer’s net profit fell 44.6 per

cent year-on-year (YoY) to Rs 112 crore, compared to

Rs 202.5 crore in the same period previous fiscal (Q1

FY25), according to its stock exchange filing.

The company’s revenue also declined, slipping 12.8

per cent to Rs 1,889.8 crore from Rs 2,166.8 crore in

the year-ago quarter.

Total expenses for the quarter under review stood at

Rs 1,759.7 crore, compared to Rs 1,910.85 crore in

the year-ago period.

Among the biggest contributors to the company’s ex-

penses were the cost of materials consumed at Rs

1,331.09 crore, other expenses at Rs 119.5 crore, power

and fuel expenses at Rs 113.66 crore, and employee

benefits expenses at Rs 106.45 crore.

Deepak Nitrite's

Q1 profit tanks 45 pc, revenue declines

New Delhi, Oct 17 : The cen-

tral government on Saturday

reduced the duty drawback rates

applicable to the export of gold

and silver jewellery, as well as

other precious metal products.

According to a notification is-

sued by the Ministry of Finance,

the duty refund on gold jewellery

has been cut by 3.1 per cent,

while the refund on silver

Govt cuts gold duty
drawback rate by 3.1 pc, silver by nearly 9 pc

jewellery and other such products

has been reduced by approximately

9 per cent.  The decision will lower

financial gains for Indian jewellery

exporters compared to before, and

it could have a direct impact on their

profit margins. Following the revi-

sion, the duty drawback rate for the

export of gold jewellery has been

reduced from Rs 1,851.99 per

gram to Rs 1,794.11 per gram.

Shilpa Medicare recalls 27,923 vials
of Pemetrexed injection in US over discolouration

New Delhi, Oct 17 : India experienced a tre-

mendous transformation from the 'Fragile Five'

label pinned on it by global analysts in 2013 to

a more self-reliant, global growth engine built

on banking reforms, silicon hardware push and

domestic technology development, a report has

said.  The report from Vietnam Times said the

public capital expenditure blueprint of Rs 12.22

lakh crore transformed the nation from 'a pas-

sive tech consumer into a sovereign architect of

its own future'. The Gross NPA ratio sits at a

multi-decade low of 2.5 per cent, with net NPAs

down to a negligible 0.6 per cent.

Reckless corporate lending pursued for decades

had left public banks holding huge amounts of

stressed credit in 2016, the report said.

It added that the Gross Non-Performing Asset

(NPA) ratio peaked at a terrifying 11.18 per cent

by 2018. In addition, the government injected

Rs 3.10 lakh crore of taxpayer capital straight

into public sector banks between 2015 and 2021.

Along with this, the Insolvency and Bankruptcy

Code (IBC) helped banks to aggressively scrub

their ledgers. The report also lauded production-

linked incentives and digital-sovereignty mea-

sures that strengthened India’s macroeconomic

resilience and technological capabilities.

The government's Rs 1.97 lakh crore Produc-

tion Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme transformed

India into the world’s second-largest mobile

shipper with exports scaling past $28 billion, it

said. "At Dholera, Gujarat, Tata Electronics’

flagship $11 billion mega-fab is rising from the

ground, partnering with global chip veterans.

Public capex, banking reforms

transformed India into global growth engine: Report

Mumbai, Oct 17 : Capital markets regulator

SEBI has banned Dewan Housing Finance Cor-

poration Ltd's former Chairman and Managing

Director Kapil Wadhawan, ex-director Dheeraj

Wadhawan, and four others from the stock mar-

kets for up to five years and slapped a penalty of

Rs 120 crore on them for diverting funds and

fabricating books.

They have also been barred from holding any

key position in a listed company for up to five

years.

According to the SEBI investigation, the main

culprits involved in the fraudulent scheme were

Kapil Wadhawan and his brother Dheeraj, who

have been fined Rs 27 crore each. Rakesh

Wadhawan, who was Non-Executive Chairman,

and Sarang Wadhawan, a former Non-Executive

Director, were also involved through their roles

on DHFL's board and face penalties of Rs 20.75

crore each.

SEBI bans Wadhawan brothers from market,

slaps Rs 120 crore fine in DHFL fraud case

Mumbai, Oct 17 : IT services

firm LTM on Saturday reported

a 5 per cent sequential decline

in consolidated net profit for the

quarter ended September 30,

2026 (Q2 FY27).

The company posted a net profit

of Rs 1,398 crore in the second

quarter of FY27, compared with

Rs 1,466 crore in the preceding

June quarter (Q1 FY27), accord-

ing to its stock exchange filing.

Revenue from operations rose 2

per cent quarter-on-quarter to Rs

11,808 crore from Rs 11,608

crore reported in Q1 FY27.

Operating profit, measured as

earnings before interest and tax

LTM Q2 profit slips 5 pc

sequentially to Rs 1,398 crore
(EBIT), increased 2.2 per cent se-

quentially to Rs 1,839 crore from

Rs 1,799 crore.

EBIT margin remained largely

stable during the quarter at 15.6

per cent, compared with 15.5 per

cent in the previous quarter.

In dollar terms, revenue grew 1.1

per cent sequentially on a con-

stant-currency basis to $1.24 bil-

lion.  On a year-on-year basis, con-

stant-currency revenue expanded

5.1 per cent. The company's order

inflow stood at $1.26 billion dur-

ing the quarter, lower than $1.68

billion in the June quarter and

$1.59 billion recorded in the cor-

responding period last year.

RBI approves merger of

Emirates NBD's Indian branches with RBL Bank
Mumbai, Oct 17 : The Re-

serve Bank of India (RBI) an-

nounced on Saturday that it has

approved the scheme of amal-

gamation of the Indian

branches of Emirates NBD

Bank P.J.S.C. with RBL Bank.

The effective date of the amal-

gamation will be December 1,

2026, according to the RBI

statement. "All the Indian

branches of Emirates NBD

Bank P.J.S.C. will function as

branches of RBL Bank Limited

with effect from December 1,

2026," the RBI said. In May, the

Finance Ministry had granted ap-

proval to the Dubai-based Emirates

NBD Bank P.J.S.C. for the acquisi-

tion of up to a 74 per cent stake in

RBL Bank. In June 2026, Emirates

NBD completed the acquisition of

a majority stake in RBL Bank

through a capital infusion of around

New Delhi, Oct 17 : Apple on

Saturday opened pre-orders for its

first foldable smartphone, the

iPhone Duo, in India from 5:30

PM IST, with official sales sched-

uled to begin on October 23.

The device marks Apple's entry

into the foldable smartphone seg-

Apple opens pre-orders for 1st-ever

foldable iPhone Duo in India; sales begin Oct 23
ment and features the largest

display ever offered on an

iPhone, while also being

touted by the company as its

thinnest iPhone to date.

The iPhone Duo grabbed sig-

nificant attention after Apple

announced its pricing.
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Rs 26,000 crore in a deal which was

seen as one of the largest foreign

direct investments in the Indian

banking sector. Emirates NBD now

holds 60 per cent of the expanded

share capital of RBL Bank.

The board has approved the

appointment of five nominee

directors of Emirates NBD as

additional non-executive.

New Delhi,  Oct 17 : Drug firm Shilpa Medicare Lim-

ited on Saturday has initiated a voluntary recall of

27,923 vials of Pemetrexed Injection 100 mg/10 mL

and 500 mg/50 mL (Pemetri RTU) in the United States

due to atypical discolouration of the drug product.

According to a stock exchange filing, the company

initiated the recall on July 29, 2026, at the retail and

hospital level. The recall covers four batches, com-

prising two batches of each strength. Of the total af-

fected quantity, 9,489 are 50 mL vi-

als and 18,434 are 10 mL vials.

The company said the affected prod-

uct showed green to dark green

discolouration, which is not consis-

tent with its approved appearance

specification. The approved specifi-

cation describes the drug as a clear,

colourless to pale yellow to green-yel-

lowish solution. The US Food and

Drug Administration (US FDA) has

classified the action as a Class II hos-

pital-level recall. Shilpa Medicare said

the recall was initiated voluntarily as

a precautionary measure, in consulta-

tion with and in accordance with the

procedure prescribed by the US FDA.

The company added that no adverse

event had been reported in connec-

tion with the affected batches.
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Mumbai, Oct 17 : Mumbai In-

dians and Mahela Jayawardene

have mutually agreed to end their

association as head coach, with

the five-time Indian Premier

League champions preparing for

a change in leadership ahead of

the next season.

The decision follows a disap-

pointing 2026 campaign in

which the franchise managed

just four victories, with injuries,

player availability issues and re-

ported dressing-room unrest con-

tributing to a difficult season.

‘We can frustrate Man City,'

says Ipswich goalkeeper Walton ahead

of Premier League clash
Manchester, Oct 17 : Ipswich Town goal-

keeper Christian Walton believes his

team can frustrate Manchester City and

put up a strong performance when they

travel to the Etihad Stadium, insisting

the visitors will approach the Premier

League clash with full belief.  Ipswich,

who have made an encouraging start to

their return to the top flight, will face a

formidable challenge against the league

leaders. However, Walton said the squad

was prepared to test itself against one of

the strongest teams in English football.

“We’re full of belief that they’ll be com-

ing up against a good Ipswich team. We

have to go there with full belief. The full

squad is raring to go. Whoever’s selected

will be ready to put in a performance

and do their job," Walton told reporters

ahead of the match.

Mumbai Indians part ways with Jayawardene
According to reports, the franchise

has already shortlisted multiple

candidates for the position, with

interviews expected to take place

in the coming week. Jayawardene

is unlikely to continue with the

Mumbai Indians in another capac-

ity. The departure brings the cur-

tain down on a coaching tenure

that delivered three IPL titles and

established Jayawardene as one of

the most successful figures in the

franchise’s history. He first took

charge in 2017, guiding Mumbai

to championships in 2017, 2019

and 2020, including consecutive

titles in the latter two seasons.

After stepping away from the head

coach’s role, the former Sri Lanka

captain served as Mumbai Indians’

global head of performance from

2022 to 2024, overseeing coach-

ing, scouting and strategic plan-

ning across the franchise’s inter-

national teams. He returned as

head coach in 2024 under a two-

plus-one-year arrangement.

Mumbai reached the playoffs in

2025 before slipping to ninth place

in 2026.

'It's tricky': Australia women coach

Nitschke on limited T20Is ahead of Champions Trophy
Sydney, Oct 17 : Australia women coach Shelley

Nitschke has called the team's preparations for the

inaugural Champions Trophy tricky, with a hand-

ful of opportunities available in the build-up to

the T20 tournament.

The Aussie women will be playing in a three-match

T20I series against New Zealand women at home,

starting Sunday, which will be the last matches

for them in the format ahead of the Champions

Trophy in February 2027. They will travel to Sri

Lanka for three ODIs later but the T20Is are not

placed between the New Zealand series and the

Champions Trophy. The Aussies will then have to

prepare for the tournament in different franchise

tournaments, including in the Women's Big Bash

League and the Women's Premier League. They

are hoping to lift the title in its first edition, after

having won the T20 World Cup earlier in the year

in England.  "Every time we take the field, it's im-

portant to represent Australia, but also wanting to

grow the game every time we get out there."

'Very tempted to play': Nayar backs'Very tempted to play': Nayar backs'Very tempted to play': Nayar backs'Very tempted to play': Nayar backs'Very tempted to play': Nayar backs
Sooryavanshi's inclusion as opener in 5th T20ISooryavanshi's inclusion as opener in 5th T20ISooryavanshi's inclusion as opener in 5th T20ISooryavanshi's inclusion as opener in 5th T20ISooryavanshi's inclusion as opener in 5th T20I
New Delhi, Oct 17 : Former India

cricketer Abhishek Nayar is tempted

to bring in teenage sensation Vaibhav

Sooryavanshi for the fifth and final

T20I of the ongoing series against the

West Indies, but wants the youngster

to play at his original opening place and

not below that.

India have played with nearly the same

teams throughout the four T20Is, with

the top order featuring Sanju Samson,

Abhishek Sharma and Ishan Kishan.

That has meant the 15-year-old has to

warm the benches in all the matches

till now, and he has not played an in-

ternational match on home soil so far.

14,971 fans turn up as

SC Delhi receive rousing home reception
New Delhi, Oct 17 : Sporting Club Delhi (SC Delhi)

received an encouraging response from home fans as

14,971 spectators turned up at the Jawaharlal Nehru

Stadium for the club’s first home fixture of the Indian

Super League (ISL) 2026-27 season on Friday, Octo-

ber 16. The strong turnout offered a promising start to

SC Delhi’s home campaign, underlining the growing

interest in the relatively new club as it looks to estab-

lish its identity and build a strong fan base in the

capital. The Friday night crowd at JLN Stadium

turned out in numbers to support the Phoenixes, pro-

viding an encouraging backdrop for their first home

appearance of the season.

'This game was an eye-opener,'
says Veda on India's batting collapse against Zimbabwe
New Delhi, Oct 17 : Former India cricketer Veda

Krishnamurthy believes that India’s early batting collapse

against Zimbabwe’s slower bowlers in the opening women’s

T20I should serve as an eye-opener for the batters ahead of the

next game to be played on Sunday.

India recovered from 19/4 to chase down a target of 115 in

15.4 overs, winning with 26 balls to spare at the Shaheed Veer

Narayan Singh International Cricket Stadium on Friday. Deepti

scored 49, while Niki remained unbeaten on 39 to help India take a

1-0 lead in the three-match series. According to Veda, the Indian

batters took time to adjust to the slower bowlers, adding that the

experience should help them prepare better for the next match.

“India lost a couple of wickets early on; it takes time to adjust to

slower bowlers, and that is exactly what happened.

Sri Lankan legend Chaminda Vaas

joins DC as fast bowling coach for IPL 2027
New Delhi, Oct 17 : Former Sri Lanka

fast bowler Chaminda Vaas is set to take

over as Delhi Capitals’ fast bowling

coach as the franchise reshapes its

coaching staff ahead of the next IPL sea-

son.  Earlier this month, the franchise

officially parted ways with their exist-

ing coaching group ahead of the 2027

Indian Premier League (IPL) season by

making an announcement through their

social media accounts. Vaas, the Sri

Lankan fast bowling legend, has

worked in a coaching capacity with the

Sri Lanka men’s team many times and

with the SLC academy. He also worked

with New Zealand and Ireland teams

in a consulting capacity, as well as held

coaching roles in various franchise

leagues.

'She'll get it': Evans predicts

Raducanu to win Wimbledon 'some day
New Delhi, Oct 17 : Former

British tennis star Dan Evans

has claimed that compatriot

Emma Raducanu will "some

day" win the prestigious

Wimbledon title.

Raducanu, 23, won her maiden

Grand Slam in 2021 when she

cruised to the US Open title as

a qualifier. Injuries have ham-

pered her career as she has now

slipped outside the Top 100 in

the world ranking after giving the

SW19 and Flushing Meadows a

miss due to a stress fracture in her

right leg.

However, Evans feels that she will

some day get her hands on the

Wimbledon title. "She’s good, and

I think – I’m saying this in as nice a

way as possible – I think she thinks

she’s good," Evans, who retired at

Wimbledon 2026, told The Tele-

graph.
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