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F4 Indian C’ship title race heats up

as IRL begins 2026 season in Chennai
The Indian Racing Festival (IRF)

2026 heads to the Madras Inter-

national Circuit (MIC) on Octo-

ber 22-23, with the third round

of the F4 Indian Championship

set to intensify the title...

Akasa Air extends suspension

of Riyadh, Jeddah flights till Oct 27

amid Middle East tensions
Akasa Air on Wednesday an-

nounced the extension of its sus-

pension of flights to Saudi Arabian

cities Riyadh and Jeddah..

Law and order must for attracting investments,
development: Andhra CM Chandrababu Naidu
Amaravati, Oct 21: Law and

order is a must for attracting

investment and ensuring de-

velopment and creation of

jobs, Andhra Pradesh Chief

Minister N. Chandrababu

Naidu said on Wednesday.

Addressing the Police Com-

memoration Day parade at

APSP 6th Battalion Grounds,

at Mangalagiri in Guntur dis-

trict, he said law and order,

development, employment,

and welfare of the people are

all interconnected.

Investments flow only where

there is confidence in security;

this, in turn, creates employment

and job opportunities, he said. The

Chief Minister said entrepreneurs

will not come forward to invest in

regions plagued by constant tur-

moil, unrest, and a sense of inse-

curity.

“For this reason, whenever I am

in power, I always prioritise law

and order,” he said. He noted that

recently, the Andhra Pradesh

Counter-Intelligence wing uncov-

ered conspiracies that posed a

threat to the nation’s security.

This, he said, has further enhanced

the reputation of the Andhra

Pradesh Police. He commended

the state police for playing a pivotal role in national

security. The Chief Minister asked the police force

not to tolerate crimes committed under the guise of

politics. “Politics must never serve as a shield for

criminals. Deal firmly with rowdies who harass the

public; show no leniency towards those who act

like social psychos.”

CM Naidu stated that in police service, humanity

is just as essential as courage.

“Every individual who walks into a police station

does so with the hope that their problem will be

resolved.

Some arrive in fear, others in tears; their issues must

be addressed with a humane approach,” he said.

Chandrababu Naidu said the police uniform should

serve as a source of reassurance for victims. He

remarked that the sight of a police uniform should

strike fear into the hearts of criminals, while

victims should find a sense of trust and assur-

ance in the police. Stating that the methods used

to commit crimes have evolved, he called for

improving the methods used for investigation.

Major shock for

YSRCP in AP; mass exodus to TDP

Palakollu, Oct  21:  The

YSRCP has suffered another

setback in the Palakollu con-

stituency of West Godavari

district. Approximately 200

YSRCP workers from

Chintaparru village joined the

TDP in the presence of Minis-

ter Nimmala Rama Naidu. Sev-

eral key YSRCP leaders from

the village also left the party

to join the TDP.

Supreme Court directives on local body

elections; SEC calls an emergency meeting
Amaravati, Oct 21 : In light of the Su-

preme Court's directives regarding local

body elections in the state, State Election

Commissioner (SEC) Anil Chandra

Punetha held a video conference on

Wednesday with senior officials from

seven districts. During the meeting, he dis-

cussed with the respective District Collec-

tors and Superintendents of Police (SPs)

the complaints filed by the YSRCP.

Govt inks Rs 770 crore deal for
low radars to help Indian Army fight drone threats
New Delhi, Oct 21 : The Min-

istry of Defence has signed a

contract with Bharat Electron-

ics Limited (BEL) to procure

Improved Low-Level Light-

weight Radar (LLLR-I) at a

cost of approximately Rs 770

crore to boost the air defence

capability of the Indian Army.

The LLLR(I) system has the

capability of detecting and

tracking fighter jet-sized tar-

gets as well as mini and micro

drones. It has the additional

capability of prioritising aerial

targets. This will enable the

Army to successfully counter

the threat of Unmanned Aerial

Systems (UAS), the statement

said. The contract with the defence PSU was signed

in the presence of Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar

Singh. Aligning with the government’s vision of

Viksit Bharat @2047, the procurement is a signifi-

cant step towards indigenisation of air defence plat-

forms with a boost to India’s Defence manufactur-

ing ecosystem, including Micro, Small, and Medium

Enterprises (MSMEs) and building a resilient, self-

reliant and globally competitive defence industry, the

statement added. India’s defence sector has under-

gone a transformational change over the past decade

to emerge as a stronger, more self-reliant and glo-

bally credible force, with the country’s production

of military hardware recording an over fourfold in-

crease to touch Rs 1.78 lakh crore in 2025-26 com-

pared with a mere Rs 4, 746 crore in FY 2013-14,

according to official figures. While production from

public-sector entities accounted for 76 per cent of

this output, the private sector contributed the remain-

ing 24 per cent.  Defence exports

rose from a mere Rs 686 crore in

FY2013–14 to ?38,424 crore in

FY2025–26, with the country’s mili-

tary hardware finding markets in

over 80 countries. The private sec-

tor contributed Rs 17,353 crore or

45.16 per cent of total defence ex-

ports in FY2025–26, while Defence

Public Sector Undertakings contrib-

uted Rs 21,071 crore or 54.84 per

cent. The Government has fixed tar-

gets of Rs 3 lakh crore.

‘Then you are not Gen Z’:

Delhi HC questions CJP leaders

Saurav Das, Ashutosh Ranka
New Delhi, Oct 21 : The

Delhi High Court on

Wednesday questioned

whether Cockroach Janata

Party (CJP) leaders Saurav

Das and Ashutosh Ranka

could technically be de-

scribed as Gen Z.

Police vacancies to be filled by 2028: Revanth
Hyderabad, Oct 21  : Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy

has announced that all vacant posts in the Telangana

Police Department will be filled by 2028. He also an-

nounced that the ex-gratia paid to the families of Home

Guards who die in the line of duty will be enhanced

from Rs. 5 lakh to Rs. 10 lakh.

Addressing the Police Commemoration Parade in

Hyderabad on Wednesday, the Chief Minister directed

Director General of Police C.V. Anand to take the nec-

essary steps to implement the enhanced ex-gratia amount

for Home Guards who lose their lives while performing

their duties. Stating that the government had already

issued a notification to fill 5,000 vacancies in the Po-

lice Department, Revanth Reddy reiterated its

commitment to filling all vacant posts by 2028.

He said the recruitment of 112 Deputy Super-

intendents of Police (DSPs) was unprec-

edented in the history of Telangana.

BRS leaders call on

KTR to extend

Dussehra greetings

Hyderabad, Oct 21  : The resi-

dence of BRS Working President

K.T. Rama Rao witnessed festive

fervour on Wednesday as elected

representatives, senior leaders,

and party workers gathered in

large numbers to convey their

Dussehra greetings. BRS MLAs,

MLCs, and key functionaries

congratulated KT Rama Rao on

the festive occasion, reaffirming

party solidarity. Marking a spe-

cial moment during the interac-

tion, KTR felicitated BRS MLA

K.P. Vivekanand on his birthday,

presenting him with a shawl and

extending warm wishes for his

continued service.

TRS picks Srikanth Goud
for Graduates’ MLC seat
Hyderabad, Oct 21  : Telangana Rakshana

Sena ( TRS) president Kalvakuntla Kavitha

announced Dr. Nalamasa Srikanth Goud as

the party's candidate for the Warangal-

Khammam-Nalgonda Graduates’ MLC con-

stituency. Dr. Srikanth Goud is a prominent

activist of the Telangana movement. Along-

side the candidacy, Kavitha named Syed

Ismail as the State Party Observer to super-

vise campaign operations and coordinate

party cadres across the constituency. Timed

on the festival of Dasara, the announce-

ments.

CS directs officials to plan

cultural extravaganza for Global Summit
Hyderabad, Oct 21  : Chief Secretary

Sanjay Jaju has directed senior officials

to organise a comprehensive lineup of

cultural programmes highlighting regional

folk art, classical music, and traditional dance

forms for the upcoming Invest Telangana

Global Summit–2026. The three-day global

summit is scheduled to take place in

Hyderabad from December 7 to 9. Review-

ing preparation progress during a

video conference with senior offi-

cials on Wednesday.

Cinevaram 2026 opens at GITAM
Hyd with film workshops, creative events
CineVaram 2026, a two-day cin-

ematic festival organised by G-

Studio, a student club at GITAM

Deemed to be University,

Hyderabad, in association with

MeeSeva, commenced...
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Lucknow, Oct 21 : Uttar Pradesh Minister Om

Prakash Rajbhar lashed out at the Opposition

on Wednesday for raising accusations against

the Election Commission of India (ECI) and

asked why the Booth Level Officers (BLOs)

of the opposition parties failed to prevent the

"so-called errors" in the Special Intensive Re-

vision (SIR) of the electoral rolls.

This comes as the Congress-led INDIA bloc,

Cockroach Janata Party (CJP), student activ-

ists and other groups are organising separate

protests in the national capital against the ECI

and Chief Election Commissioner (CEC)

Gyanesh Kumar over the SIR procedure of the

electoral rolls. Opposition parties have main-

tained that their demonstrations are intended

to raise concerns over the electoral process, and

demanded Gyanesh Kumar's resignation from

the post of the Chief Election Commissioner.

New Delhi, Oct 21: The

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh

(RSS) is essentially a service-ori-

ented organisation where service

itself is the highest duty.  There

are many misconceptions about

the RSS, and it is almost entirely

viewed through a political lens.

Those who have worked with the

organisation or come into con-

tact with it have had a very posi-

tive experience. These observa-

tions were made by Rashmi

Samant, author of "Hundred

Years Young: Rashtriya

Swayamsevak Sangh", in a spe-

cial conversation with IANS.

In the interview, Samant said that

India's real youth—the true Gen

Z—are actively engaged in cre-

ative work. They are involved in

nation-building, positive initia-

tives and impactful efforts.

"For instance, Skyroot has

launched India's first privately

built space vehicle."

Here are some excerpts from the

conversation

IANS: Through the book "Hun-

dred Years Young: Rashtriya

Swayamsevak Sangh", what pic-

ture of the RSS did you want to

present that is often missing from

mainstream political debates?

Rashmi Samant: The Rashtriya

Swayamsevak Sangh is often

viewed from a particular per-

spective—or, as one would say

in English, through a "coloured

lens". But those who have

worked with the organisation or

come into contact with it have

had a very positive experience.

'Understand the RSS through its

service work, not through a political

lens': Entrepreneur Rashmi Samant

If SIR has errors, what were

Oppn BLOs doing instead of rectifying

them: UP minister Rajbhar

J&K Crime Branch files charge sheet

against 15 accused in Kishtwar minor's rape & murder case
Jammu, Oct 21: J&amp;K Crime Branch

has filed the charge sheet against 15 accused

in the Kishtwar minor girl’s rape and mur-

der case, officials said.

The charge sheet, filed in the court of the

Principal District and Sessions Judge in

Kishtwar, alleges a criminal conspiracy to

cover up the sexual assault, intimidate the

girl’s family, and terminate her advanced

pregnancy through unauthorised and unsafe

methods. Those named included the main

accused Khalid Hussain, several health work-

ers who allegedly assisted in the attempted

abortion, and others accused of pressuring

the victim’s family to reach a compromise

to protect Hussain. Among the accused, two

doctors and another person have been

charged under Section 21 read with Section

19 of the POCSO Act for failing to report

the matter to the police despite having knowl-

edge of the minor victim’s pregnancy, the

spokesperson said.

The exhaustive charge sheet, running to over

1,000 pages and citing 143 witnesses, in-

vokes provisions of the Bharatiya Nyaya

Sanhita (BNS), the Protection of Children

from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, and the

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Pre-

vention of Atrocities) Act, an official said.

The 15-year-old tribal girl was al-

legedly sexually assaulted repeat-

edly over several months by a

teacher in her school, resulting in

her pregnancy. She died follow-

ing an alleged attempt to terminate

the pregnancy in the Chatroo area

on August 20. The case was ini-

tially registered at the Chatroo

police station following the girl’s

death.

A week later, amid widespread

protests, the investigation was

transferred to the Special Crime

Wing in Jammu. By then, nine

people, including the teacher and

his brother, had been arrested.

Inspector General of Police,

Crime, Sarah Rizvi, constituted a

special investigation team (SIT)

headed by Senior Superintendent

of Police, Special Crime Wing,

Jammu, Sanjay Kumar Parihar,

immediately after the Crime

Branch took over the inves-

tigation, the spokesperson

said.

He said the investigation has

revealed that the victim’s

pregnancy came to light dur-

ing a medical examination at

the Public Health Centre in

Chatroo on August 10.

Instead of reporting the mat-

ter to the police, as the law

mandates in cases involving

minors, Hussain, who was

then posted as in-charge

headmaster of the govern-

ment school, allegedly con-

spired with others to sup-

press the matter and arrange

for the pregnancy to be ter-

minated.

Those allegedly involved in-

cluded two of Hussain’s

brothers, a brother-in-law,

some associates and two in-

fluential community elders

of the area, one of whom is

his uncle. The victim’s father

was prevented from ap-

proaching the police and was

subjected to pressure and in-

timidation, including the

threat of social boycott, the

spokesperson said.

Nalasopara sex racket case: Another woman files complaint against Arif Shaikh; five cases registered in a week
Nalasopara (Maharashtra), Oct

21 : The Nalasopara sexual ex-

ploitation case in Maharashtra has

taken a fresh turn, with another

22-year-old woman filing a com-

plaint against the prime accused,

Arif Shaikh, taking the total num-

ber of cases registered against him

to five in a week. Four of these

cases are related to alleged sexual

exploitation.

Following the fresh complaint,

concerns have grown over the

possible involvement of more vic-

tims in the alleged sex racket. Tak-

ing note of the seriousness of the

matter, the Mira-Bhayandar

Vasai-Virar Police

Commissionerate has constituted

a Special Investigation Team

(SIT) to conduct a detailed probe.

According to Nalasopara police,

Shaikh allegedly used dating ap-

plications to establish contact with

young women, gain their trust and

lure them into relationships. He is

accused of sexually assaulting

women, recording objectionable

videos and subsequently black-

mailing them using the footage.

The accused has already been ar-

rested in connection with the case.

In her complaint, the 22-year-old

woman alleged that Shaikh estab-

lished contact with her through the

'Hinge' dating application some-

time between March and Septem-

ber 2026. He allegedly gained her

confidence and invited her to his

residence, where he sexually as-

saulted her. The complainant fur-

ther alleged that Shaikh recorded

objectionable videos of her on his

mobile phone during the incident.

He also allegedly took two gold

rings from her on the pretext of

needing money. Based on her

complaint, Nalasopara police have

registered a case under Sections

64, 64(2)(m) and 318(4) of the

Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS).

With five cases being registered

against Shaikh within seven days,

investigators are examining

whether more women were alleg-

edly targeted using a similar

modus operandi.

The SIT has been constituted on

the directions of Police Commis-

sioner Niket Kaushik.

CISF plans sector-specific
functional reorganisation from Nov 1
New Delhi, Oct 21 : The Central Indus-

trial Security Force (CISF) will reorganise

its administrative and operational control

structure from November 1 to enable sec-

tor-specific supervision, efficiency and co-

ordination, an official said on Wednesday.

The functional reorganisation, approved by

the Union Home Ministry, assumes signifi-

cance as the CISF's mandate is expanding

beyond conventional industrial security to

encompass new and specialised security re-

sponsibilities, an official statement said.

15 houses burnt in Manipur’s

Kamjong, Kuki civilians flee; four injured in attacks

Imphal, Oct 21 : At least 15 houses be-

longing to the Kuki tribal community were

reportedly burnt by suspected militants in

Chassad village in Manipur’s Kamjong

district, forcing civilians to flee their homes

and take shelter in nearby forest areas and

a camp of security forces, officials and lo-

cal sources said on Wednesday.

The incident occurred late on Saturday

night, following a gun attack in the village

earlier in the day in which a Kuki civilian,

identified as Seikhohao Haokip, was killed

and four others sustained bullet injuries,

according to reports. Deputy Chief Minis-

ter Nemcha Kipgen condemned the vio-

lence, expressing grief over Haokip’s death

and concern for the injured village leaders

and displaced families. Describing the

burning of houses as an intolerable crime,

Kipgen said she had

directed the district

administration, state

police and security

forces to maintain

round-the-clock vigi-

lance, protect civil-

ians and their prop-

erty, and ensure that

those responsible for

the violence were

brought to justice.

A police official said

that a joint column of

the Assam Rifles, the

Border Security

Force (BSF) and

Kamjong Police had

been deployed in the

affected area to bring

the situation under

control. In a separate

incident at Kamjong

district headquarters

on Saturday night,

three Tangkhul Naga

civilians sustained

bullet injuries in an

attack.

Northeast Frontier Railway introduces

tech-driven enhanced on-board services in five superfast trains
Guwahati, Oct 21 : Northeast Frontier Railway

(NFR) has introduced enhanced on-board services

in five selected superfast train services, becoming

the second zonal railway in the country to imple-

ment the initiative, officials said on Wednesday.

NFR's Chief Public Relations Officer (CPRO)

Kapinjal Kishore Sharma said that the services have

been introduced in Kamakhya-SMVT Bengaluru

Express, Guwahati-Kolkata Garib Rath Express,

Dibrugarh-Mumbai LTT Express, New Jalpaiguri-

Patna Vande Bharat Express and New Jalpaiguri–

Guwahati Vande Bharat Express.  He said that the

enhanced services were introduced in the two New

Jalpaiguri-based Vande Bharat Express trains on

October 14 in the presence of senior railway offi-

cials.  On the same day, the Kamakhya-SMVT

Bengaluru Express was also equipped with these ser-

vices from its originating station, Kamakhya, adjoin-

ing Guwahati city.  The Guwahati-Kolkata Garib Rath

Express and Dibrugarh-Mumbai LTT Express had

already commenced operations with enhanced On-

Board Services on October 10 and 11, respectively.

The enhanced On-Board Services aim to improve

cleanliness, hygiene and passenger comfort through

regular coach and AC window cleaning, better wash-

room maintenance, efficient waste management and

timely distribution and collection of linen.  Accord-

ing to CPRO Sharma, dedicated teams will provide

basic technical assistance, monitor water availability

and address passenger complaints within a target of

two hours, with unresolved issues escalated to the

concerned Railway authorities.

Punjab CM launches
products in Paris exhibition
New Delhi, Oct 21 : Punjab Chief Min-

ister Bhagwant Mann on Wednesday

launched two new products of state-run

Markfed’s Sohna brand, ‘Chickpeas in

Brine’ (chitte chhole) and ‘red kidney

beans in brine’ (rajmah) at SIAL, one

of the world’s leading international

food and beverage exhibitions, in Paris.

Leading a delegation to Paris in France,

the Chief Minister visited the India

Pavilion and inaugurated Markfed’s

exhibition stall, showcasing Punjab’s

agricultural heritage, food processing

capabilities and potential to

emerge as a globally

recognised supplier of quality,

value-added food products.

During his visit, Chief Minis-

ter Mann highlighted the role

of Markfed and Milkfed, which

markets its products under the

Verka brand, and Punjab Agro

in strengthening the state’s ag-

ricultural economy. Their prod-

ucts are being showcased col-

lectively under the Punjab.
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Police martyrs' sacrifices must inspire every cop: CP Ramesh

Hyderabad, Oct 21  :

Cyberabad Commissioner of

Police Dr. M. Ramesh paid

tributes to police martyrs on

Police Commemoration Day

at the Cyberabad Police

Commissionerate on Wednesday,

calling upon police personnel to

uphold the values of courage, dis-

cipline and dedication.

After receiving the cer-

emonial guard of

honour, the CP laid flo-

ral tributes at the Mar-

tyrs’ Memorial and re-

called the sacrifices of

police personnel who

laid down their lives in

the line of duty. He

urged officers and staff

to rededicate them-

selves to public service

and called upon citizens

to cooperate with the

police in maintaining peace and security.

Dr. Ramesh also recalled the sacrifice of

10 CRPF personnel who died fighting

Chinese troops at Hot Springs in Ladakh

on October 21, 1959. He expressed con-

dolences to the families of police mar-

tyrs and assured continued support to

them.

Cinevaram 2026 opens at
GITAM Hyd with film workshops, creative events

Hyderabad, Oct 21  :

CineVaram 2026, a two-day

cinematic festival organised

by G-Studio, a student club

at GITAM Deemed to be

University, Hyderabad, in

association with MeeSeva,

commenced on Wednesday

with workshops, film screen-

ings, a photography exhibi-

tion and interactive activi-

ties. The festival aims to nur-

ture students’ filmmaking

skills and creativity by bring-

ing aspiring filmmakers into

contact with industry profes-

sionals.

Bobz Choudhari, Brand

Ambassador of FujifilmX

India, evaluated student en-

tries at the photography ex-

hibition, while director

Nikhil Nadella conducted a

workshop. Interactive game

stalls and a Polaroid Photo

Booth added to the festivi-

ties. The second day will fea-

ture a storyboarding compe-

tition and a session titled

“Documenting the World

Around You” by documen-

tary photographer Kishor

Krishnamoorthi.  Music

composer Thaman will par-

ticipate in an interactive

session, while filmmaker

Krishna Chaitanya will at-

tend as the guest for the

Short Film Contest. Stu-

dents actively participated

in the sessions, interacted

with experts and clarified

their doubts. They appreci-

ated the learning opportu-

nities and thanked the uni-

versity management for

organising the initiative.

Through CineVaram 2026,

GITAM Hyderabad seeks

to provide students with a

platform to explore cinema,

exchange ideas and

strengthen their creative

and technical skills.

Fiji appoints Dr. Boddapati as Honorary
Consul in Hyderabad

Hyderabad, Oct 21  : Dr.

Seetha Ramaiah Boddapati

has been appointed as the

Honorary Consul of the Re-

public of Fiji in Hyderabad,

extending consular jurisdic-

tion across Telangana,

Andhra Pradesh, and

Karnataka. The appointment

was formally conferred

through a Consular Commis-

sion signed by Sitiveni L.

Rabuka, Prime Minister and

Minister for Foreign Affairs

of the Republic of Fiji. The

Ministry of External Affairs

(MEA), Government of In-

dia, has officially conveyed

its concurrence, establishing

Dr. Boddapati’s consular of-

fice and jurisdiction in the

region.

In his official role, Dr.

Boddapati will represent Fiji

from Hyderabad, serving as

a point of contact for govern-

ment institutions, commer-

cial entities, and communi-

ties across the three southern

states. His primary responsi-

bilities include facilitating

diplomatic dialogue, advanc-

ing trade partnerships, and

extending consular assis-

tance. The diplomatic foot-

print is expected to drive

economic, institutional, and

cultural ties between Fiji and

Southern India. Hyderabad’s

strategic position in life sci-

ences, information technol-

ogy, healthcare, and higher

education presents key av-

enues for expanding bilateral

cooperation, trade, tourism,

and investment.
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OPINIONmail

I
ndia's emerging peace initiative on the Russia-

Ukraine conflict demonstrates a calibrated shift

from diplomatic advocacy to more targeted, in-

terest-driven engagement, according to a report.

"Rather than attempting to broker a comprehensive

political settlement to a war that has repeatedly de-

fied diplomatic intervention, New Delhi appears to

be pursuing a more attainable objective: limiting the

conflict’s disruptive consequences for energy secu-

rity, food supplies, and maritime commerce. Con-

veyed during External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar’s

visit to Kyiv in September, the proposal has report-

edly been described by Ukrainian Foreign Minister

Andrii Sybiha as the 'most comprehensive' among

four international initiatives, alongside those ad-

vanced by Turkey, Egypt, and the US," former diplo-

mat Harsh V. Pant wrote in the report in weekly cur-

rent affairs and features magazine Open.

The proposal presented by India is based on three

interconnected pillars - a mutual halt in attacks on

energy facilities and other infrastructure, the unin-

terrupted movement of energy supplies and grain

through the Black Sea ports, and cessation of attacks

on commercial shipping in the Black Sea. Taken to-

gether, these measures showcase an attempt to find

areas of limited convergence between Russia and

Ukraine, where none of the two nations is required

to make immediate concessions regarding the funda-

mental political and territorial questions underpin-

ning the conflict.

India is not presenting a diplomatic formula to end

the conflict but wants to establish a measure of pre-

dictability in sectors where the costs of continued

hostilities affect beyond the immediate belligerents.

Energy flows, food security and the safety of seafar-

ers form practical points of engagement around which

a limited understanding might be created. Reports of

Russia and Ukraine's acknowledgements of India's

efforts, along with Russian President Vladimir Putin

appreciating Prime Minister Narendra Modi's pro-

posals and the Kremlin's praise for New Delhi's readi-

ness to contribute, indicate that India retains diplo-

matic space with both sides. Since the start of the

conflict, India has called for dialogue and diplomacy

to resolve the war. PM Modi's statement, "this is not

an era of war", during his meeting with President

Putin in Uzbekistan's Samarkand in 2022.

India's emerging peace initiative on

Ukraine conflict reflects shift from diplomatic

advocacy to interest-driven engagement

Leh, Oct 21 : Chief Justice of In-

dia (CJI) Justice Surya Kant on

Wednesday inaugurated the

Ladakh bench of the High Court

of Jammu and Kashmir and

Ladakh in Leh, a development

hailed by Lieutenant Governor

V.K. Saxena as the beginning of a

"new era" of accessible justice.

In a message on social media plat-

form X, the Lieutenant Governor

said, "Deeply grateful to Chief

Justice of India, Justice Surya

Kant ji, for inaugurating the

Ladakh Bench of the High Court

of Jammu and Kashmir and

Ladakh, today at Leh, in the gra-

cious presence of Supreme Court

Judges and the Chief Justice and

other companion Judges of the High

Court of Jammu and Kashmir and

Ladakh." "This historic milestone,

besides fulfilling a long-standing

demand of the people, also brings

justice directly to the doorsteps of

our people, eliminating distant

travel, financial burden and robustly

strengthening the judicial system in

Ladakh," Saxena added. "The

Ladakh Bench of the High Court

and the CJI's successive visits to

'New era of justice': L-G VK Saxena on
CJI Surya Kant inaugurating Ladakh bench of HC in Leh

Ladakh within a short span of six

months, reflect his steadfast com-

mitment for ensuring easier and

faster "access to justice" to all citi-

zens, particularly to the remote

communities in Ladakh," he said

on X. Saxena also expressed grati-

tude towards Prime Minister

Narendra Modi for the develop-

ment. "My sincere thanks and

gratitude to the Prime Minister

@narendramodiji and Home Min-

ister @AmitShahji, for consis-

tently guiding Ladakh on the path

of prosperity and inclusive devel-

opment. My heartiest congratula-

tions to every citizen of Ladakh!"

the Lieutenant Governor said on

X. On October 15, PM Modi in-

augurated five major develop-

ment projects in Ladakh worth

around Rs 3,350 crore. Address-

ing a large gathering through

video conferencing after he e-

inaugurated these projects, the

Prime Minister greeted the

people in the Ladakhi language.

"A new chapter is being written

today in the history of Ladakh,

and I am happy to be associated

with this technological mile-

stone.

No caste or status in RSS, only

opportunity to rise through hard work: Israeli researcher
New Delhi, Oct 21: Israeli

researcher Yeshaya

Rosenman on Wednesday de-

scribed his experience with

the Rashtriya Swayamsevak

Sangh (RSS) as 'positive',

praising the organisation for

its emphasis on hard work,

dedication and social service.

Speaking to IANS, he shared

his perspective on the RSS,

stressing that progress should

be based on effort rather than

caste or economic privilege.

He cited Prime Minister

Narendra Modi as a prime

example of this principle.

Rosenman is among the 18

young achievers featured in

the book "Hundred Years

Young: Rashtriya

Swayamsevak Sangh", published

to mark the organisation's cente-

nary. Reflecting on his association

with the RSS, the Israeli re-

searcher said, "The people there

are friendly and welcome you with

an open heart. I have friends in the

organisation whom I continue to

meet. What impresses me the most

is the dedication of its members

towards their purpose."

According to Rosenman, mem-

bers of the organisation work not

for material gain or personal mo-

tives, but with sincerity and com-

mitment to their cause.

"In the RSS, a person's progress

should be based on hard work and

merit. Prime Minister Modi is an

example of this. He has advanced

through his work style and

achievements," he said.

Rosenman noted that despite lim-

ited knowledge about India in

Western countries, Prime Minis-

ter Modi has emerged as an inter-

national brand.

"Generally, people in the West

know very little about India; they

only know the Taj Mahal, Ma-

hatma Gandhi and Narendra

Modi. So they recognise that he

(PM Modi) is an international

brand, and that itself says a lot.

Along with this comes respect.

With the Prime Minister's glo-

bal identity, India's prestige has

also risen," he said.

He added that to understand the

support for Prime Minister

Modi in India, one must also

look at the aspects of develop-

ment and good governance.

Referring to improvements in

clean drinking water, toilets.

Lucknow, Oct 21 : In a re-

markable development, Yogi

Adityanath-led Uttar Pradesh

government has doubled the

number of scholarship seats

for children from the farming

community, pursuing higher

education in the Agriculture,

government officials said on

Wednesday.

The scope of the 'Chief

Minister's Farmers' Scholar-

ship Scheme' (Mukhyamantri

Krishak Chhatravritti Yojana)

has been expanded to encour-

age meritorious children of

farmers and agricultural

labourers, who choose to en-

In Uttar Pradesh, scholarship seats for

farmers' children doubled; to now get Rs 60,000 grant
roll in higher studies. Under the

scholarship scheme, run by the

State Agricultural Produce

Market Board (Mandi

Parishad), 90 students, in-

stead of the previous 45, at

each agricultural university

and institute, and 30 stu-

dents—instead of the previ-

ous 15—at each agricultural

college, will now receive an

annual scholarship of Rs

60,000 based on merit.

This increase is set to help

more students from the eco-

nomically disadvantaged

farming families to pursue

agricultural education.

New Delhi, Oct 21 : The

Central Bureau of Investi-

gation (CBI) team investi-

gating the Ankita Bhandari

murder case reached the

residence of Urmila

Sanawar, the alleged wife

of former BJP MLA

Suresh Rathore, in Uttar

Pradesh's Saharanpur on

Wednesday. A four-mem-

ber CBI team, including a

woman officer, reached

Sanawar's residence to

question her regarding the

high-profile case. Earlier

this week, Sanawar had

participated in a press con-

ference in New Delhi,

alongside Bhandari's par-

ents. Sanawar, through a

video message, had also

demanded that the CBI

must interrogate.

CBI questions Urmila Sanawar

in connection with

Ankita Bhandari murder case
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New Delhi, Oct 21 : When

American singer Mary Millben

made an explosive claim about

the Delhi protests, alleging that

the Cockroach Janata Party

(CJP) was being funded by "se-

lect US donors", it did not come

entirely as a surprise to those

who had already been question-

ing the source of money behind

the protests.

Questions have been raised for

some time about the funding of

these activities. The scale of the

arrangements at some protests

has also drawn attention. From

frequent air travel and expensive

cars to food, ice cream, cakes and

drinks being served in abundance

during the July Jantar Mantar

protest, the expenditure appeared

substantial. At one point, the

crowds being served numbered

in the hundreds. There have also

been reports of parties at expen-

sive hotels. All this raises a ba-

FairPoint: The protests are
loud, but where is the money coming from?

sic question: who is paying for

these activities, and where is the

money coming from?

The CJP maintains that it is self-

funded by its founding team and

does not accept political dona-

tions. Its founder, Abhijeet Dipke,

has faced questions about the

funding. At a press meet in

Mumbai on October 1, he dis-

missed the relevance of such que-

ries, asking what disclosing the

funding would have to do with

alleged irregularities in the Elec-

tion Commission.

He also declared that he wore

shoes worth Rs 30,000 and was

not ashamed of it because he could

afford them.

There is nothing wrong with wear-

ing expensive shoes if one can af-

ford them. But that is not the point.

Personal spending and financing

an organisation are two different

matters. The question is not about

the price of Dipke's shoes, but

about the money being spent on

organising protests and running

political campaigns.

If the funding is transparent, a

clear explanation should help

settle the matter. An aggressive

response or a counter-question

does not answer it. Questions

about money should not automati-

cally be seen as an attempt to si-

lence dissent. Millben's remarks

have added another dimension to

this debate. She is not an elected

politician, but an American

singer and actor who has per-

formed for five US presidents --

George W. Bush, Barack Obama,

Donald Trump during his first

term, Joe Biden, and Trump dur-

ing his second term.

In a video message addressed to

young Indians, she named bil-

lionaire George Soros, alleging

that he and his network were

funding protests across the

world, particularly in countries

led by conservative leaders.

"It's the same person or same

group of people, certainly com-

ing from America, that's funding

a lot of these protests across the

world, particularly when you

have a conservative leader at the

top of the ticket or running the

government.

The name is George Soros, and

that whole machine of people are

constantly funding a lot of these

protests and chaos that's break-

ing out across the world," she

said. Millben, however, has not

provided evidence to substanti-

ate this allegation. In an earlier

post on X.

Chandigarh, Oct 21 :

Punjab Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) President

Kewal Singh Dhillon said

on Wednesday that he

would wear a black turban

until justice is delivered in

the murder case of anti-drug

activist Parvinder Singh

Jhota.

He began wearing a black

turban to register his protest

against the Aam Aadmi

Party (AAP) government in

Punjab.

On Saturday, Dhillon joined

the ongoing protest in

Mansa town, demanding

justice for Jhota.

During his visit, he appealed

to the people of Punjab to

register their protest by

wearing black turbans and

black dupattas and carrying

black flags until justice is

delivered.

Punjab BJP chief to don black

turban till family of slain

anti-drug activist gets justice
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India advises its citizens in Saudi Arabia

to take due precautions amid prevailing situation
Riyadh, Oct 21 : India on

Wednesday advised its na-

tionals in Saudi Arabia to

take due precautions under

the prevailing situation,

visit the nearest safe place

in case of an aerial attack,

and refrain from filming,

publishing or sharing any

information, photos and

videos regarding the ongo-

ing events."The Indian

Community in Saudi

Arabia is advised to take

due precautions under the

prevailing situation. In case

of an aerial attack, imme-

diately proceed to the near-

est safe place (inside a

building or an interior

room away from win-

dows), and refrain from

filming, publishing, or

sharing any information,

photos, or videos related to

the ongoing events," the Indian

Embassy posted on X.

The Embassy said that its offi-

cials continue to visit hospitals

where Indian nationals are un-

dergoing treatment and are in

constant touch with their fami-

lies and providing necessary as-

sistance.

It stated that flight operations

remain shut at Riyadh's interna-

tional airport. According to the

statement, Dammam, Jeddah,

and Medina airports remain op-

erational, although some disrup-

tions continue. The Embassy

mentioned that Indian carriers

have suspended flight opera-

tions to and from Saudi Arabia.

It also mentioned details about

the available flight options for

people who wish to travel to In-

dia. "Indian carriers have ex-

tended the suspension of flights

to and from Saudi Arabia.



Patna, Oct 21 : Janata Dal-

United (JD-U) President and

former Bihar Chief Minister

Nitish Kumar on Wednesday vis-

ited several prominent temples in

Patna and offered prayers for the

happiness, peace, prosperity, and

well-being of the people of the

state.

During his temple visits, Kumar

prayed for Bihar's continued de-

velopment, peace and social har-

mony, and the well-being of ev-

ery family in the state, accord-

ing to a press statement by JD-

U.

Nitish Kumar visits prominent
temples in Patna, prays for Bihar's prosperity and harmony

According to a statement issued

by the JD-U, Kumar visited the

Sheetla Mata Temple in

Agamkuan, the Badi Patan Devi

Temple and the Chhoti Patan Devi

Temple.

He also offered prayers at the Kali

Temple located near the Rajendra

Memorial, opposite Golghar, and

the Thakurbari temple in

Gardanibagh.

During the visits, the JD-U Presi-

dent offered prayers with devotion

and sought divine blessings for the

state's continued progress and

prosperity.

"He (Nitish Kumar) also wished

for an atmosphere of peace, mu-

tual understanding and social har-

mony across Bihar, while praying

for happiness and prosperity in the

lives of its people," the JD-U said.

Deputy Chief Minister Vijay

Kumar Choudhary and Lalan

Kumar Sarraf, Deputy Leader of

JD-U in the Bihar Legislative

Council, were also present on the

occasion. The temple visits come

as Nitish Kumar continues his

public engagements following his

tenure as the former Bihar Chief

Minister, the JD-U said.

New Delhi, Oct 21 : A political controversy erupted a

day after the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)

organised a Path Sanchalan (march-past) at the Jawaharlal

Nehru University (JNU) as part of its Vijayadashami

Utsav, with the organisation describing the event.

RSS march at JNU sparks row; Sangh calls it 'good

beginning', Oppn warns of 'dangerous situation'

Dehradun, Oct 21 : A delegation

of international filmmakers met

with Uttarakhand Chief Minister

Pushkar Singh Dhami on Wednes-

day and discussed the filming of

a global project centred on the

world-renowned British band,

'The Beatles', in the state.

The delegation told the Chief

Minister that the project, titled

'CLOVER', is proposed to be

filmed in February 2027 at the his-

toric 'Chaurasi Kutiya' (known as

the 'Beatles Ashram') in Rishikesh.

The delegation shared that the

project is being directed by the

acclaimed, Oscar-winning film-

maker Sam Mendes and is pro-

duced by Neal Street Productions

for Sony Pictures Entertainment,

in collaboration with Apple Corps.

The project consists of four dis-

tinct films, each focusing on the

life and musical journey of one of

the four members of 'The Beatles'.

Titled 'The Beatles – A Four-Film

Cinematic Event', the series is

scheduled for a global theatrical

release in April 2028.

International filmmakers meet

U'khand CM Dhami, discuss 'The Beatles' project
The delegation noted that the

proposed shoot in Rishikesh will

involve more than 100 interna-

tional crew members and around

150 Indian crew members,

alongside local technicians and

support staff.

The production activities in In-

dia are being coordinated by 'On

the Road India'. "This project is

expected to generate local em-

ployment opportunities and pro-

vide a significant boost to the

hospitality, transport, and other

commercial sectors in the re-

gion," a statement by the Chief

Minister's Office (CMO) said.

Chief Minister Dhami said that

Uttarakhand has established it-

self as a premier film destination

in the country, owing to its natu-

ral beauty, rich cultural and spiri-

tual heritage, and diverse film-

ing locations.

He mentioned that under the

state government's Film Policy-

2024, a favourable environment

and essential facilities are being

provided to filmmakers.

New Delhi,  Oct 21

:Delhi Lieutenant Gover-

nor T.S. Sandhu on

Wednesday discussed

traffic management in the

capital with senior police

officers, finalising strate-

gies for area-specific so-

lutions using intelligent

traffic management sys-

tems and preventing ille-

gal parking. After the

meeting, the Lieutenant

Governor said in a mes-

sage on X, “Reviewed a

detailed presentation by

@dtptraffic today, along

with @CPDelhi and se-

nior officials.” “It is en-

couraging to see the fo-

cused efforts and strategic

interventions being under-

taken to improve traffic

management across Delhi.

Targeted action to address

major congestion points,

combined with continu-

ous engineering interven-

tions.

Delhi L-G SandhuDelhi L-G SandhuDelhi L-G SandhuDelhi L-G SandhuDelhi L-G Sandhu
discusses trafficdiscusses trafficdiscusses trafficdiscusses trafficdiscusses traffic
managementmanagementmanagementmanagementmanagement
with top copswith top copswith top copswith top copswith top cops

Kiren Rijiju hits out at ‘anti-India’ gangs,

Soros-backed bid to force regime change
New Delhi, Oct 21 : Union

Parliamentary Affairs Minis-

ter Kiren Rijiju on Wednes-

day lashed out at “anti-India”

gangs and some politicians

for inciting youth for their

failed attempt to force a re-

gime change in the country.

“Regime change in India is

absolutely possible — but

only through elections, not

through Soros,” wrote Rijiju

on X, mentioning the name of

American billionaire George

Soros to hint at a foreign

conspiracy behind the re-

cent flare-up in the coun-

try over the Special In-

tensive Revision (SIR) of

electoral rolls. Soros and

his network have faced

allegations of funding

protests across the world,

particularly in countries

led by conservative lead-

ers. Rijiju pointed to the

fresh wave of violence in

France and cited the vio-

lent regime change in Bangladesh to

criticise the failed bid by forces that

wanted to dislodge the BJP-led govern-

ment. “The violent incident that oc-

curred in Bangladesh and the riots, ar-

son, and looting that took place in

France — a similar conspiracy was

hatched for India as well,” he said.

Kolkata, Oct 21 : Five people were killed

and five others critically injured in two sepa-

rate road accidents in West Burdwan district's

Durgapur on Wednesday, police said.

The two accidents took place on National

Highway 19 in Durgapur.

DCP, East, of Asansol-Durgapur Police

Commissionerate, Raspreet Singh said, "Five

people have died so far in two accidents in

Durgapur this morning. Several have been

admitted to the hospital. They are undergoing

treatment."

In the first incident, a bike hit the back of a

Five killed in two separate road accidents in Bengal's Durgapur
truck at high speed, while in the

second incident, a four-wheeler

rammed into a bus from the rear.

According to the police, in the first

case, a bike, being ridden by two

young men and a woman, was

heading towards Piala from the

direction of Bhiringi intersection

in Durgapur, when the speeding

two-wheeler lost control and hit

the back of a truck in front of it.

The impact of the incident was so

great that all three riders on the

bike were thrown in different di-

rections. They were rescued with

serious injuries and taken to

Durgapur Sub-district Hospital.

However, they died at the hospi-

tal.

Locals alleged that the bike was

coming so fast that its front wheel

fused with the back of the truck.

Later, the police removed the bike

and the truck by pulling them apart

with a crane. The speed of the bike

at the time of the accident and

whether the three riders were

drunk are being investigated.

The bodies of the three have

been sent for autopsy.

In the other incident, a four-

wheeler hit the back of a bus

while entering the Andal cross-

ing service road on National

Highway 19 from Durgapur to

Asansol. According to the po-

lice, there were seven people

in the car, including the driver.

Two died on the spot.
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Villages in Ludhiana
impacted with breach in Dhussi bundh in Sutlej
Chandigarh, Oct 21 :  As

Punjab is facing worst floods

since 1988, several villages in

Ludhiana district were im-

pacted as water on early

Wednesday entered fields and

destroyed several acres with

the breach in the crucial

Dhussi bundh in the Sutlej

river near Sahnewal town.

However, government offi-

cials claimed flood water was

stopped by the "ring bundh"

that they had erected tempo-

rarily as a preventive step.

"If the Bhakra dam releases

more water, it will create

problem," an official said,

adding "water was stopped by

the ring bundh".

The district administration

had already moved residents

in vulnerable areas to safer

locations. More than 1,500

people, including Indian Army

and National Disaster Response

Force (NDRF), personnel,

NGOs and villagers, were de-

ployed to reinforce and secure

flood protection by raising the

ring bundh. The swollen Sutlej

has been flowing dangerously

and villagers were working to

strengthen the embankment by

putting earth filled bags volun-

tarily to protect the fields and

villages from flooding.

Ludhiana Deputy Commissioner

Himanshu Jain was constantly

reviewing work on the tempo-

rary "ring bundh” going on war

footing in Sasrali on Friday

night.

In appeal on Friday, the Deputy

Commissioner asked the public

not to panic over fake reports of

water breach circulating on

social media, clarifying that

no such incident has been re-

ported in the district so far.

While the floods have already

severely impacted across the

state, the rising water level of

the Sutlej has posed a serious

flood threat in Sahnewal's

Sasrali Colony, water levels

entering the fields and creat-

ing a highly critical situation.

Extending their support, the

Punjab BJP also joined the on-

going relief efforts.

Party spokesperson Pritpal

Singh Baliawal, accompanied

by his Sahnewal team, had ac-

tively participated in the op-

erations alongside the admin-

istration, working tirelessly to

prevent any breach of the em-

bankment.

Centre to provide AI-enabled X-ray

machines, other advanced medical equipment to Tripura
New Delhi/Agartala, Oct 21 :

Tripura Chief Minister Manik

Saha on Wednesday said the Cen-

tre would provide several modern

medical machines and equipment,

including 48 AI-enabled portable

handheld X-ray devices, under the

Prime Minister's Fund to

strengthen healthcare infrastruc-

ture in the northeastern state.  In a

Facebook post, the Chief Minister

said that a Memorandum of Under-

standing (MoU) was signed be-

tween the Union Ministry of Health

and Family Welfare and the Tripura

Health and Family Welfare Depart-

ment in New Delhi on Thursday for

the supply, installation and

operationalisation of advanced

medical equipment in the state.

Tripura eyes Rs 200 crore

pineapple market,

bets on fibre-based value addition
New Delhi/Agartala, Oct 21 :

Tripura Agriculture and Farmers'

Welfare Minister Ratan Lal Nath

on Wednesday said that pine-

apple fibre can be processed into

a wide range of high-value prod-

ucts, including textiles, gar-

ments, household items and eco-

friendly packaging materials,

opening up new avenues for rev-

enue generation and employ-

ment.  Speaking on the conclud-

ing day of the three-day Tripura

Queen Pineapple Global Festi-

val 2026 in New Delhi.



Mumbai, Oct 21: Akasa Air on

Wednesday announced the ex-

tension of its suspension of

flights to Saudi Arabian cities

Riyadh and Jeddah until October

27, as tensions continue to esca-

late in the Middle East region.

In a post on social media plat-

form X, the airline said the deci-

sion was taken after a careful

assessment of the evolving situ-

ation, adding that the safety and

well-being of its passengers and

crew remain its highest priority.

"In view of the prevailing secu-

rity situation in the Middle East,

Akasa Air has extended the sus-

pension of all flights to and from

Riyadh and Jeddah upto and in-

cluding October 27, 2026," the

airline said.

"This decision follows a careful

assessment of the situation, with

safety remaining our primary

consideration," it added.

The airline stated that it contin-

ues to closely monitor develop-

ments and assess the situation in

real time before taking any fur-

ther decisions regarding the re-

sumption of services.

To minimise inconvenience for

travellers, Akasa Air said pas-

sengers affected by the cancel-

lations will be eligible for a full

refund or can choose to resched-

ule their travel without incurring

any additional charges.

According to the airline, refunds

will be credited to the original

mode of payment within seven

days.

Passengers who made their

bookings through travel agents

or other travel partners have

been advised to contact them

directly for assistance with re-

funds or rescheduling.

India's external debt touches $762.8 billion
Mumbai, Oct 21 :  India's ex-

ternal debt stood at $762.8 bil-

lion at end-March 2026, an in-

crease of $26.3 billion over its

level at end-March 2026, ac-

cording to data released by the

Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on

Wednesday.   The external debt

to GDP ratio increased to 20.8

per cent at end-March 2026

from 19.8 per cent at end-

March 2025. Outstanding debt

of the government decreased,

while non-government debt in-

creased at end-March 2026

over the level a year ago, ac-

cording to an RBI statement.

Debt service, comprising prin-

cipal repayments and interest

payments, declined to 5.8 per cent

of current receipts at end-March

2026 from 6.6 per cent at end-

March 2025. Valuation effect due

to the appreciation of the US dol-

lar vis-a-vis the Indian rupee and

other major currencies amounted

to $24.6 billion. Excluding the

valuation effect, external debt

would have increased by $51.0

billion instead of $ 26.3 billion at

end-March 2026 over end-March

2025, the statement said.

At end-March 2026, long-term

debt (with original maturity of

above one year) was placed at

$613.5 billion, recording an in-

crease of $11.6 billion over its

level at end-March 2025.

The share of short-term debt

(with original maturity of up

to one year) in total external

debt increased to 19.6 per cent

at end-March 2026 from 18.3

per cent at end-March 2025.

Similarly, the ratio of short-

term debt (original maturity)

to foreign exchange reserves

increased to 21.6 per cent at

end-March 2026 (20.1 per

cent at end-March 2025).

Short-term debt on residual

maturity basis (i.e., debt obli-

gations that include long-term

debt by original maturity fall-

ing due over the next twelve

months and short-term debt

by original maturity).

Vadodara, Oct 21 :  Around 81 per cent

of Japanese companies operating in India

are keen to make a second or third invest-

ment in the country.

81pc of Japanese firms in India eye further

investment as bilateral business ties strengthen

BPCL to acquire 40 pc stake in
Tiki Tar and Shell India for Rs 85 crore
New Delhi, Oct 21 :  State-

owned Bharat Petroleum Cor-

poration Ltd (BPCL) on

Wednesday announced that it

will acquire a 40 per cent stake

in Tiki Tar and Shell India Pvt

Ltd (TTSIPL) for Rs 85 crore

to strengthen its presence in

the rapidly growing value-

added bitumen (VAB) market.

The strategic investment is

aimed at accelerating BPCL's

expansion in India's infrastruc-

ture sector, where demand for

specialised bitumen products

is expected to grow alongside

road and airport construction,

the PSU firm said in an ex-

change filing. The acquisition is

expected to be completed within

90 days, subject to the fulfilment

of customary conditions, it added.

BPCL said the acquisition would

help it capture opportunities in the

value-added bitumen segment by

leveraging TTSIPL's product port-

folio and market presence.

Registered with the Registrar of

Companies, Mumbai, TTSIPL has

an authorised share capital of Rs

37 crore and a paid-up capital of

around Rs 36 crore, BPCL added.

In the fourth quarter of FY26,

BPCL reported a net profit of Rs

3,191 crore.

Revenue remained broadly stable

at Rs 1.18 lakh crore, while EBITDA stood at Rs

10,061 crore. According to BPCL, petrol sales in

Delhi crossed 27,800 metric tonnes (MT) in May 2026,

compared with over 27,100 MT in the corresponding

month last year, registering a growth of around 2.5 per

cent. Diesel sales also witnessed steady growth during

the month, reaching over 16,500 MT against more than

16,100 MT in May 2025, registering a growth of about

3 per cent. Shares of Bharat Petroleum Corporation

Ltd closed at Rs 301.35, down 2.74 per cent on the

BSE on Thursday.

India’s passenger

EV market surges 102 pc in Q2
New Delhi, Oct 21 : India’s Electric

Passenger Vehicle (EPV) market

surged an impressive 102 per cent year-

on-year (YoY) in Q2 2026, significantly

outpacing the broader passenger ve-

hicle market’s 26 per cent growth, a

report said on Wednesday.

The report from CyberMedia Research

(CMR) said sharp acceleration was

driven by an expanded product portfo-

lio, improved vehicle availability, and

compelling total-cost-of-ownership

economics.

The firm forecasted that EVs will make

up 7–8 per cent of India’s PV market

by end-2026, while connected vehicles

are projected to capture 40–45 per cent

of market share “India's passenger ve-

hicle market is poised for steady growth

in H2 2026, supported by the festive

season, a strong pipeline of new

launches, and sustained demand for

SUVs and feature rich vehicles," said

Amit Sharma, Senior Analyst – Smart

Mobility Practice, CyberMedia Re-

search (CMR). New model launches

from OEMs widened consumer choice,

while elevated petrol prices amplified

the running-cost advantage of EVs and

these factors pulled many ICE buyers

into the electric segment.

“Electrification, safety, and

digitalisation are rapidly shifting from

niche features to mainstream growth

drivers, and connected vehicles are

leading this transformation,” said

Shipra Sinha, Senior Analyst – Smart

Mobility Practice, CyberMedia Re-

search (CMR). Sinha said that SUVs

captured a commanding 58 per cent

market share, rising 33 per cent YoY.

Sensex, Nifty open in

green zone

amid mixed global cues
Mumbai, Oct 21 : Indian

benchmark indices opened in

green zone on Wednesday after

two days of consecutive losses,

amid mixed global cues and in-

vestor optimism of a US Fed rate

cut.

As of 9.30 am, Sensex advanced

231 points, or 0.27 per cent at

84,898 and Nifty added 66

points, or 0.26 per cent to

25,906. The broadcap indices

performed in line with the

benchmarks, with the Nifty

Midcap 100 up 0.47 per cent and

the Nifty Smallcap 100 adding

0.50 per cent.

All the sectoral indices on NSE

were trading in the green, with

metal, power and realty being

the major gainers, up around 0.5

per cent. Analysts said that li-

quidity has kept valuations high,

justifying selling in the broader

markets. A major concern is the

excessive delay in the

finalisation of the US-India trade

deal. US President Donald

Trump's statement on action

against India for dumping rice in

the US can hurt traders' senti-

ments.

Traders expect a third consecu-

tive Fed rate cut on Wednesday

(US time) and will focus on the

central bank's latest dot plot,

economic projections, and Chair

Jerome Powell's comments, ac-

cording to reports. Market fun-

damentals are turning in favour

of India.

UPI needs sustainable revenue model, MDR on

high-value transactions a good move: Former RBI official
Mumbai, Oct 21 : UPI needs

a sustainable revenue model

to support continued invest-

ments in technology,

cybersecurity and infrastruc-

ture, while the RBI's forward

guidance on interest rates re-

flects concerns over inflation,

G. Padmanabhan, former Ex-

ecutive Director of the Re-

serve Bank of India and

former Chairman of Bank of

India, said on Wednesday.

Speaking on the sidelines of

the Global Fintech Fest 2026

here, Padmanabhan said the

proposed levy of Merchant

Discount Rate (MDR)

charges on high-value UPI

transactions would make the digital payments eco-

system more transparent and financially sustainable.

“I personally do not think so. I think I have written

an article where I support this change. According to

me, this will make the system much more transparent

than it is today,” Padmanabhan said when asked

whether MDR charges could weaken UPI.

He said the government has made it clear that small-

value transactions would continue without charges for

users, adding that the proposed changes could ulti-

mately strengthen the UPI ecosystem rather than

weaken it. Padmanabhan also rejected the view that

reducing the government's reimbursement burden was

the primary reason behind the move to introduce

charges on certain UPI transactions. He said the

government's reimbursement for UPI charges was only

a small component of its overall finances. According

to him, the digital payments ecosystem needs continu-

ous investment to upgrade technology.

New Delhi, Oct 21  : Can

the National Stock Ex-

change (NSE) allow trading

in its own shares on its plat-

form? The question has

gained prominence after a

report suggests that NSE is

exploring the 'Permitted to

Trade' (PTT) route to allow

its shares to be traded on

NSE while remaining for-

mally listed on the BSE.

NDTV Profit -- citing

sources -- reported that the

National Stock Exchange

(NSE) is looking to trade its

shares on its own platform,

while remaining formally

listed only on the BSE.

Under the existing regula-

tory framework, self-listing

of a stock exchange is not

permitted, it added. It fur-

ther noted that the exchange

would therefore need ap-

proval from the market.

Can NSE trade its

shares on its own platform?
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Joshua Kimmich to miss UCL

clash with Arsenal due to 'passing in

his immediate family': Bayern
Munich, Oct 21 : Joshua Kimmich is out of

Bayern Munich's Champions League clash

against Arsenal, as the German international

has withdrawn from the squad following a death

in his family.  Bayern host Arsenal at the Allianz

Arena on Thursday (IST) for Matchday 3 of the

league phase of the Champions League. The 31-

year-old midfielder also sat out Bayern

Munich’s final training session on Tuesday.

"Due to a passing in his immediate family,

Joshua Kimmich is not in the squad for the

match against Arsenal," Bayern said in a state-

ment on Wednesday.   "On behalf of the family,

we ask that his privacy and grief be respected,

and that further enquiries and reporting be re-

frained from. We send our deepest condolences

to Joshua Kimmich and his loved ones," it

added. Following the spectacular 3–3 draw

against Norwegian side Viking FK in Stavanger,

Bayern face their next major challenge in the

form of the Premier League champions.

Bayern will also be missing Michael Olise for

the match against Arsenal. The Frenchman is

suspended following his sending off in the game

against Viking. Jamal Musiala, meanwhile, is

still sidelined following his muscle fibre tear. It's

also doubtful whether head coach Kompany will

be able to take his place in the dugout, as the

head coach has been advised by the medical staff

to take rest after viral infection.

Asian Para Games: Preethi Pal

wins silver in women’s 100m T35
Nagoya, Oct 21 : India's Preethi Pal clinched

a silver medal in the Women's 100m T35 event

at the Asian Para Games here on Wednesday.

Preethi clinched the silver, clocking an impres-

sive time of 29.53 seconds. This is her second

medal at the ongoing continental event, hav-

ing bagged the silver in the 200m T35 event

on Tuesday. Preethi is a decorated Indian para

athlete. She has won two bronze medals in the

Paralympics. She has one silver and three

bronze medals at the World Para Athletics

Championships, along with four gold medals

at the Indian Open tournaments. She has also

won a gold in the New Delhi Grand Prix.

Born to a farmer's family in rural UP, Preethi

faced significant physical challenges from the

day she was born, as her lower body had to

be plastered for six days after birth. Weak legs

and an irregular leg posture mean she was

prone to various diseases.

Preethi underwent various traditional treat-

ments to strengthen her legs but had to start

wearing callipers at the age of five and wore

them for eight years. Despite many doubting

her survival, she proved to be a fighter, over-

coming life-threatening conditions to demon-

strate incredible strength and resilience.

Chelsea push me to
improve every year and win titles: Welbeck
New Delhi, Oct 21 : Chelsea

striker Danny Welbeck opened

up about the pride he feels play-

ing for Chelsea and said the

Premier League club pushes

him to improve every year and

win titles.  Welbeck, who has

been capped 42 times by En-

gland, has joined Chelsea from

Brighton and Hove Albion, sign-

ing a contract until 2028. "It's a

privilege, really honoured to play

for a club of this stature. Chelsea

is a club that pushes to win titles

and improve each year, and I feel

like it correlates well with me be-

cause I'm somebody who wants to

keep on pushing every single day,

trying to improve, trying to be

better. The standards here are

very high, and that is exactly

what you want as a player,"

Welbeck said on JioStar.

"You are surrounded by top

professionals and a coaching

staff who demand the best

from you in every session.

Rashid, Sediqullah gain

big in ODI rankings; Windies trio rise in T20Is
Dubai, Oct 21 : Afghanistan

leg-spinner Rashid Khan has

further strengthened his posi-

tion at the top of the ICC ODI

bowling rankings after an im-

pressive four-wicket haul

against Zimbabwe in the on-

going tri-series in the United

Arab Emirates (UAE). Rashid,

who also holds the No. 1 posi-

tion in the T20I bowling

rankings, improved his rat-

ing from 714 to 742 points

in ODI following his fig-

ures of 4/17 in eight overs

against Zimbabwe. His

performance helped Af-

ghanistan secure a compre-

hensive 158-run victory in

Abu Dhabi.

F4 Indian C’ship title race heats up

as IRL begins 2026 season in Chennai
Chennai, Oct 21: The Indian Racing Festival (IRF)

2026 heads to the Madras International Circuit (MIC)

on October 22-23, with the third round of the F4 In-

dian Championship set to intensify the title battle and

the Indian Racing League (IRL) preparing to kick

off its new season.

With just five points separating championship leader

Aris Kyriakou of Kichcha’s Kings Bengaluru and Goa

Aces JA Racing’s Luviwe Sambudla, the Chennai

weekend could prove pivotal in shaping the single-

seater championship.

The two-day event will bring together emerging driv-

ers competing for individual honours in the F4 In-

dian Championship and six city-based franchises

beginning their campaigns in the IRL.

Kyriakou arrives in Chennai at the top of the F4 In-

dian Championship standings with 93 points, but

Sambudla remains firmly in contention on 88. With

25 points available for a race victory, the narrow gap

leaves the championship leader with little room to

relax as the season progresses.

Sambudla enters the round on the back of an impres-

sive performance at Round 2 at Kari Motor Speed-

way in Coimbatore. The South African won Race 1

from pole position and followed it up with another

victory in Race 3, recovering from a retirement in

the second race to strengthen his title challenge.

England women to tour

Sri Lanka for white-ball series in 2027
Colombo, Oct 21 : England women will travel to

Sri Lanka early next year for three T20Is and as

many ODIs, with the two legs of the tour split ei-

ther side of the inaugural ICC Women's Champi-

ons Trophy, set to happen in India from February

14-28 in 2027.

The T20I series will be played at the Pallekele

International Cricket Stadium in Kandy on Feb-

ruary 1, 3 and 5 respectively, as it gives both sides

a final hit-out before they head to India for the

Champions Trophy.

England will return to the island nation once the

tournament ends for the 50-over leg of the tour.

All three ODIs are scheduled at the Rangiri

Dambulla International Cricket Stadium on March

4, 6 and 8 respectively.

Confirming the itinerary announced by Sri Lanka

Cricket, the England and Wales Cricket Board

(ECB) also revealed plans for a red-ball training

camp for its women's players in India in Janu-

ary.

"Sri Lanka Cricket have announced the follow-

ing itinerary for the England Women's tour in

the new year. The T20s come ahead of the inau-

gural ICC Women's Champions Trophy in In-

dia, and the ODIs follow at its conclusion.

"We can also announce that there will be a red

ball specific training camp for England women

players in January in India, selection for which

will take place in the coming weeks," the ECB

said in a statement on Wednesday.

NZ conditions ideal for

Bhuvneshwar, should be first choice

with new ball, says Pujara

New Delhi, Oct 21 : Former India bat-

ter Cheteshwar Pujara believes

Bhuvneshwar Kumar should be the

side's first-choice new-ball bowler in the

upcoming five-match T20I series in

New Zealand, citing the conditions there

as ideal for the recalled swing bowler

to excel.

Bhuvneshwar made his return to the

Indian set-up for the fifth and final T20I

against the West Indies in Bengaluru.

Though it was washed out due to rain, a

lot will be expected of him when he

takes the field for the series starting at

the Hagley Oval in Christchurch on

Thursday.

"In New Zealand, I agree that he should

be the first choice with the new ball,

based on the conditions, because of the

skill he possesses of swinging the ball.

If the ball won't swing in New Zealand,

where else will it swing?

“The conditions there are ideal for him.

If there is a little help from the pitch, he

can extract that movement from the

pitch very well with the new ball,"

Pujara said on JioStar.
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