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KFC, Pizza Hut operator
Sapphire Foods swings to loss in Q2 FY27
Sapphire  Foods  India  Limited,

which operates KFC and Pizza

Hut restaurants in India and Sri

Lanka, on Friday  swung  into  a

net  loss  of  Rs  1.1  crore  in  the

second quarter...

Badminton: Sindhu storms
into BWF French Open semifinals
Indian  badminton  ace  and  two-

time  Olympic  medallist  PV

Sindhu sailed into the semifinal of

the  BWF  French  Open,  beating

Chinese Taipei’s Chiu Pin-Chian

21-13, 21-14 in Paris...

ZPTC and MPTC elections:
SEC issues key directives to officials
Amaravati, Oct 23  : In the context

of  the  local  body  elections, Andhra

Pradesh Chief Electoral Officer Anil

Chandra  Punetha  has  issued  another

significant  announcement.  He  stated

that the deadline for filing nominations

for ZPTC and MPTC elections in the

state will conclude on Friday at 5:00

PM. He has directed District Collec-

tors, District Election Officers, and Su-

perintendents of Police (SPs) to imme-

diately  look  into  any  complaints  re-

garding  individuals  being  prevented

from filing their nominations.

The Andhra  Pradesh  State  Election

Commissioner (SEC) stated that offi-

cials  should  immediately  contact  the

complainants by phone regarding these

grievances.

Jagan's agenda is to obstruct
local elections: MLA Bonda Uma
Amaravati, Oct 23: MLA  Bonda

Umamaheswara Rao has alleged that the

YSRCP is attempting to obstruct the lo-

cal body elections. He stated that this is

the  reason  why  MP  Mithun  Reddy  in

Punganur  and  Roja  in  Nagari  have  en-

gaged in acts of lawlessness. He further

accused the 'axe party' (a reference to the

YSRCP, alluding to its election symbol)

of  filing 59 cases with the sole intent of

disrupting the elections. The MLA also al-

leged that the YSRCP is distorting the facts

surrounding a case in Nandyal, where a can-

didate named Nagamani—who was running

for  the position of councillor—withdrew

her candidature after signing the necessary

withdrawal documents.

India has recovered over
650 stolen ancient statues in 12 years: PM Modi
New Delhi, Oct 23 : Prime Minister Narendra Modi on

Friday said that India has recovered more than 650 stolen

ancient  statues over  the past 12 years,  highlighting  the

government's  efforts  to  preserve  the  country's  cultural

heritage. He also said that a revival of India's cultural cen-

tres was taking place from north to south and east to west.

Addressing  the  Chinmaya Amrit  Mahotsav  Global

Sammelan in New Delhi, PM Modi said preserving India's

heritage  was

one  of  the

missions  of

S w a m i

Chinmayananda,

the founder of

the Chinmaya

Mission.

"There  was  another  mission  of

Swamiji:  the  conservation  of  Indian

heritage.  You  have  seen  the

Vivekananda Rock Memorial.

Jagan seeks appointment of amicus
curiae to supervise local body polls in Andhra
Tadepalli (Andhra Pradesh), Oct 23 : Former Andhra

Pradesh Chief Minister and YSR Congress Party Presi-

dent Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy on Friday accused the

NDA government in the state of not honouring the Su-

preme Court directives in connection with the conduct

of local body elections.

Andhra local body polls: Pawan Kalyan again meets Chandrababu Naidu
Amaravati, Oct 23

:  Andhra  Pradesh

Deputy Chief Minis-

ter  and  Jana  Sena

Party  president

Pawan  Kalyan  met

Chief  Minister  and

TDP  supremo  N.

Chandrababu  Naidu

on  Friday  and  dis-

cussed the seat shar-

ing  for  MPTC  and

ZPTC elections.

Pawan  Kalyan  vis-

ited  Chandrababu  Naidu’s  residence  for  the  second

meeting in as many days. The two leaders held talks

for half an hour over the local body elections.

The Telugu Desam Party (TDP) and Jana Sena chiefs

discussed  the situation, especially as  the NDA allies

have not reached an understanding over seat sharing in

Mandal Parishad Territorial Constituency (MPTC) and

Zilla Parishad Territorial Constituency (ZPTC) polls.

With a formal understanding yet to be reached in the

ruling coalition, the aspirants among TDP, Jana Sena

and BJP have nominations wherever they felt they have

good prospects. Chandrababu Naidu and Pawan Kalyan

are believed to have discussed how to arrive at a con-

sensus. Pawan Kalyan had also met Chandrababu Naidu

on Thursday to discuss the latest

development  following  the  Su-

preme  Court’s  directive  to  the

State Election Commission (SEC).

Revanth gears up for talks with
Maharashtra on Tummidihetti barrage
Hyderabad, Oct 23  :  Chief

Minister A. Revanth Reddy has

directed  irrigation  officials  to

prepare comprehensive techni-

cal details ahead of crucial dis-

cussions with  the Maharashtra

government on the construction

of the Tummidihetti barrage.

The  Chief  Minister  said

Maharashtra  Chief  Minister

Devendra  Fadnavis  had  ex-

pressed his willingness to hold

talks  after  October  23,  and

stressed the need to effectively

present Telangana’s  water  re-

quirements and technical justi-

fication for the project. Revanth

Reddy reviewed the Tummidihetti barrage,

Dindi and Achampet lift irrigation projects

at a meeting held at the Bodhi Pavilion on

Friday.  Deputy  Chief  Minister  Bhatti

Vikramarka, Irrigation Minister N. Uttam

Kumar  Reddy,  Ministers  Jupally  Krishna

Rao  and  Duddilla  Sridhar  Babu,  Rajya

Sabha member Vem Narender Reddy, and

senior irrigation officials attended the meet-

ing.

The  Chief  Minister  reviewed  the  conten-

tious issues surrounding the Tummidihetti

barrage, with irrigation engineers explain-

ing the volume of water that could be di-

verted to the Yellampalli project if the bar-

rage  were  constructed  at  heights  of  152

metres and 150 metres.

KCR's return to power in
Telangana is inevitable: KTR
Hyderabad, Oct 23 : BRS working president KT

Rama Rao on Friday claimed that former Chief

Minister  K.  Chandrashekhar  Rao’s  return  to

power in Telangana is "inevitable," citing grow-

ing public dissatisfaction with the ruling Congress

government. Addressing party leaders from the

Amberpet constituency, Rama Rao alleged that

Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy’s administra-

tion has only one year remaining in office before

the public votes BRS back to power.

The BRS leader criticised the State government’s

handling  of  essential  services  and  agriculture,

pointing to widespread power disruptions, drink-

ing water shortages, and a deepening crisis in the

farm sector. KT Rama Rao specifically targeted

the administration's drought management, alleg-

ing that the Congress government

failed to prepare for El Niño con-

ditions despite receiving warnings

10 months in advance. He noted

that  while  neighboring  states

proactively filled their reservoirs,

Telangana  failed  to  optimize  its

water resources.

KT Rama Rao further accused the

ruling party of intentionally keep-

ing the Kaleshwaram Lift Irriga-

tion  Project  pumps  operational-

free  to  discredit  KCR's  legacy,

while  raising allegations  regard-

ing  the  structural  issues  at  the

Medigadda barrage.

Hyderabad, Oct 23  : TPCC Presi-

dent Mahesh Kumar Goud on Friday

said that he had  requested CPI lead-

ers to support the victory of the Con-

gress party candidates in the upcom-

ing  graduates'  MLC  elections. A

meeting was held between the Con-

gress and CPI leaders at the CPI state

office in Himayatnagar. On this oc-

casion,  political  coordination  be-

tween the two parties, support in the

graduates' MLC elections and other

issues were discussed. Speaking on

the occasion, Mahesh Kumar Goud

stated that the CPI was a partner in

the India alliance and contested the

last assembly elections together with

the Congress party. He said that they

were  moving forward with the CPI

in the public.

We have sought CPI
support in the graduates' MLC
elections: TPCC President

Hyderabad, Oct 23  :

Telangana has achieved 100 per

cent  implementation  of  all  23

priority  reforms under Phase  I

of  its  state  deregulation  and

compliance reduction exercise,

Telangana completes
100% of phase-I deregulation priority targets

Chief  Secretary  Sanjay  Jaju  an-

nounced on Friday.    Reviewing

the state’s progress during a high-

level  meeting  at  the  Secretariat

alongside Union government Sec-

retary Sukriti Likhi.

We will support RTC workers, who
have lost their jobs: Gadwal Vijayalakshmi
CM Prajavani State In-charge and

State Planning Commission Vice

Chairman Gadwal Vijayalakshmi

on Friday assured that steps would

be taken to bring the issue of rein-

statement of RTC workers...
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Raj Thackeray demands return to
ballot papers, backs Sanjay Raut's claim of political upheaval
Mumbai, Oct 23 :

Maharashtra Navnirman Sena

(MNS)  Chief  Raj Thackeray

on Friday launched a fierce cri-

tique  of  the  Central  govern-

ment,  strongly  backing  Shiv

Sena-UBT  MP  Sanjay  Raut's

recent political predictions that

a major political upheaval is on

the horizon within the next two

to  five  months.  He  reiterated

his  demand  to  abolish  Elec-

tronic  Voting  Machines

(EVMs)  in  favour  of  traditional

ballot papers. Speaking to report-

ers, Thackeray  said  that  he  has

been advocating  for ballot paper

voting  since  2018,  emphasising

that voters deserve absolute trans-

parency and the psychological sat-

isfaction  of  watching  their  vote

drop into a ballot box.

He  added  that  several  advanced

nations,  as well  as  neighbouring

countries  like  Pakistan,

Bangladesh, Nepal, and Sri Lanka,

utilise ballot papers. "Political

criticism  and  counter-criti-

cism  are  bound  to  happen.

Since 2018, I have been con-

tinuously striving for voting to

take place via ballot paper.

Congress, INDIA Bloc pushing
anarchy for ‘regime change’: BJP
Bhubaneswar, Oct 23 :

Bharatiya  Janata  Party  na-

tional spokesperson and Lok

Sabha MP Sambit Patra  on

Friday alleged  that  the Con-

gress,  the  INDIA  Bloc  and

“anti-national  forces” are at-

tempting  to  spread  anarchy

and destabilise the democrati-

cally elected government un-

der the guise of seeking a “re-

gime change.”

Addressing a press conference

in Bhubaneswar, Patra said the na-

tional  flag  is  a  symbol  of  the

country’s sovereignty and cannot be

used as a shield to violate the law

or  justify  disorder.    He  claimed

Rahul Gandhi had travelled abroad

to formulate a strategy for regime

change in India and that efforts were

underway to politically revive him

by fomenting unrest.  Patra specifi-

cally referred to the proposed pro-

test at Ramlila Maidan on 1 No-

vember 2026, stating that the Con-

gress  and  INDIA  Bloc  were

trying to create chaos to bring

about a change of government.

He urged the public to reject

such  alleged  conspiracies

through  democratic  means,

citing the 1984 anti-Sikh mas-

sacre as a cautionary example.

New Delhi, Oct 23 : The Cyber Police Sta-

tion of Delhi's Central District has busted a

fake  airline  job  racket  operating  under  the

names "Bretish Airways" and Future Wings

Learning Institute, apprehending six people,

including  the  mastermind,  his  associate,  a

website developer, and three tele-callers.

The accused used fake websites and social me-

dia  advertisements  to  lure  job  seekers  with

promises of employment at the Indira Gandhi

International Airport  in Delhi. Victims were

induced  to  pay  between  Rs  7,000  and  Rs

10,000 as purported admission or registration

fees for aviation-related courses.

Two laptops, eight mobile phones, eight SIM

cards and two registers containing data of job

Six held for running fake airline job

racket through 'Bretish Airways' websites in Noida
seekers  and  other  information

have been seized during the inves-

tigation. Police have also found 10

complaints on the National Cyber

Crime Reporting Portal  (NCRP)

linked to the alleged racket.

The case came to light following

a complaint received at the Cyber

Police  Station,  Central  District.

According to the complainant, on

June 10, he came across an adver-

tisement on Instagram for “Bretish

Airways”, which claimed to offer

a  job  at  IGI Airport,  Delhi.  He

filled in his details through the ad-

vertisement and was subsequently

Centre asks Nagaland to
prioritise PM-DevINE, DoNER projects
Kohima, Oct 23: The Centre has asked  the

Nagaland government to prioritise the imple-

mentation  of  projects  under  the  Prime

Minister’s Development  Initiative  for North

East Region (PM-DevINE) and schemes of the

Ministry of Development of the North East-

ern Region (MDoNER), officials said on Fri-

day. DoNER Ministry’s Joint Secretary Vipul

Aggarwal held a meeting with the Nagaland

government officials and reviewed the imple-

mentation  of  the  projects  under  the  PM-

DevINE and MDoNER. He stressed the need

for the state to urgently prioritise projects for

submission under the 16th Finance Commis-

sion and advised the departments not to wait

for the final allocation figures before submit-

ting their priority lists. Aggarwal called for the

submission of proposals by the end of Octo-

ber and stated  that  liabilities under  the 14th

and 15th Finance Commissions would not be

carried forward to the 17th Finance Commis-

sion. Emphasising the need for timely imple-

mentation, he called for a clear roadmap for

project completion, with priority given to older

projects and those that could be completed by

the  next  financial  year.

DoNER Ministry’s Joint Sec-

retary also stressed the need

to  expedite  works,  reduce

project  timelines  wherever

possible  and  ensure  timely

responses to queries and clari-

fications. Aggarwal said that

major  projects  under  PM-

DevINE  should  be  closely

monitored and prioritised for

early completion. He further

emphasised the need for ob-

jective, need-based proposals

and called for targeted inter-

ventions  to  address  critical

gaps  in  SDG  performance.

While  acknowledging  the

progress  made  by  other

Northeastern  states,  he  said

Nagaland needed to do more

to improve its socioeconomic

development  and  ensure  ef-

fective  implementation  of

development projects.

contacted by a woman who intro-

duced herself as “Karishma, HR

Bretish Airways”.

The  caller  collected  his  docu-

ments,  including  his  PAN  card,

Aadhaar card, marksheets and CV,

through WhatsApp. She then in-

formed  him  that  obtaining  a  di-

Kerala PSC evaluation lapse
sparks political storm; Minister seeks high level probe
Thiruvananthapuram, Oct 23

: A major evaluation lapse in the

Kerala Public Service Commis-

sion (KPSC) has snowballed into

a  political  controversy,  casting

fresh doubts over the recruitment

process  for  senior  positions  in

the  State  Planning  Board  and

triggering demands for an inde-

pendent,  high-level  investiga-

tion.  Sports Minister O.J. Jenish,

who is also the Youth Congress

president, on Friday came down

heavily on the PSC, saying the

episode  had  shaken  the  confi-

dence of thousands of job aspir-

ants.

Stating  that  the  concerns  of

Kerala's youth could not be ig-

nored, the minister alleged that

the  irregularities  warranted  far

more  than  an  internal  enquiry

and  announced  that  he  would

meet  up  with  Chief  Minister

V.D. Satheesan seeking a more

comprehensive probe.

Jenish said the public could not

be faulted if it suspected that the

PSC had been subjected to po-

litical misuse over  the past de-

cade.

"A mere internal vigilance probe

will not inspire confidence," he

said, calling for an impartial in-

vestigation to establish account-

ability.

The  controversy  relates  to  the

examination  held  on  July  13,

2023, for the posts of Chief, In-

dustry  and  Infrastructure  Divi-

sion,  Chief,  Perspective  Plan-

ning Division, and Chief, Planning

Coordination Division in the State

Planning Board.

The posts carry a basic monthly

salary of Rs 1.25 lakh.

The PSC published  the  rank  list

on  May  31,  2025,  and  the  first-

ranked candidate for the Industry

and  Infrastructure  Division  was

appointed very quickly.

The  issue  surfaced  after  unsuc-

cessful candidates, who suspected

discrepancies  in  their  scores,

sought  copies  of  their  evaluated

answer scripts.

After  their  requests  under  the

Right to Information Act and sub-

sequent appeals were rejected by

the  PSC,  one  of  the  candidates

approached the State Information

Commission.

It was only when the Commission

was poised to order disclosure that

the  PSC  furnished  the  answer

sheets, revealing that ten descrip-

tive answers had not been evalu-

ated. It has now surfaced that the

omission affected all 228 candi-

dates who appeared for the com-

mon  examination  for  the  three

posts.

TN BJP slams Vijay govt over
Parandur Airport project, LPG scheme
Chennai, Oct 23 : Tamil Nadu BJP chief spokes-

person Narayanan Thirupathy on Friday  slammed

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay over the

decision to drop the Parandur Airport project, say-

ing it reflected the "immaturity and incompetence"

of  the  state  government.  Speaking  to  IANS,

Thirupathy  said:  "It  is most unfortunate.  It  shows

the immaturity and incompetence of this government

because, for more than four to five years, the gov-

ernment was working on a new airport project, which

would  have  boosted  the  entire  economy  of Tamil

Nadu." "All of it has gone to waste. This is very dirty

and silly politics that Mr Vijay has played. This de-

cision is most condemnable and is not good for the

state of Tamil Nadu.  I  think he  should  reconsider

what he has done. This is absolutely ridiculous and

should not have happened," he said. Thirupathy said

that challenges were bound to arise  in such major

infrastructure projects, but they should be addressed

through  discussions  and  negotiations.  "The  chal-

lenges will be there. He should discuss the matter

and work on it. You can speak to the people and pro-

vide proper compensation; that is the only way. This

is completely wrong. I can say that he is clueless,"

the BJP  leader  added. Thirupathy  also  questioned

the state government over the reduction in both the

number of LPG cylinders and the number of benefi-

ciaries under the newly announced welfare scheme

compared to the party's election promise.

SC notice on plea seeking CBI probe
into alleged irregularities in JPSC preliminary exam
New Delhi, Oct 23 : The Supreme Court on Friday

issued notice on a plea seeking transfer of the inves-

tigation into alleged irregularities in the Jharkhand

Combined Civil Services Preliminary Examination-

2025 from the state police's CID to the Central Bu-

reau of Investigation (CBI).

A Bench of Chief Justice of India (CJI) Surya Kant

and Justices Joymalya Bagchi and V. Mohana issued

notice on the plea filed by social activist Harisharan

Devgan. The  petition  has  sought  an  independent,

impartial,  comprehensive and  time-bound CBI  in-

vestigation  into  the alleged  irregularities and mal-

practice in the preliminary examination conducted

by the Jharkhand Public Service Commission (JPSC)

on April 19. It seeks transfer of the probe from the

state Criminal Investigation Department to the CBI,

contending that the allegations require examination

of the functioning of the state recruitment machin-

ery, including the possible role of officials, exami-

nation-centre personnel, technical agencies, scanning

and evaluation agencies and other service providers.

According to the petition, the state CID had already

registered a case and, during the investigation, called

upon successful candidates to furnish their Paper-I

and Paper-II OMR carbon copies. The plea contends

that the candidate-held OMR carbon copies can be

independently  correlated  with  the  original  OMR

sheets, scanned images.

ploma  in Airport  or Aviation

Management  from  “Future

Wings  Learning  Institute”  was

mandatory for securing the job.

On this pretext, the complainant

was persuaded to transfer a to-

tal of Rs 7,000 through UPI from

his bank accounts. After receiv-

ing the money, the accused sent

him a fake admission slip, a no-

objection certificate, and a fake

job offer letter.

The  complainant  later  became

suspicious  when  he  could  not

find any legitimate airline oper-

ating  under  the  name  "Bretish

Airways". The mobile numbers

used  by  the  fraudsters  also

stopped  responding. He subse-

quently  lodged a complaint on

the  NCRP  through  the  cyber

fraud helpline number 1930.

Agriculture innovation dialogues to
be held at divisional and district levels: MP CM
Bhopal, Oct 23 : The Madhya Pradesh gov-

ernment  will  organise  agriculture  innovation

dialogue programmes at the divisional and dis-

trict  levels  to  promote modern  farming  tech-

niques, technology and agriculture-based entre-

preneurship  among  youth,  Chief  Minister

Mohan Yadav said on Friday.

Addressing  a  youth  dialogue  at  Ravindra

Bhavan in Bhopal, Yadav said the

initiative  would  help  connect

young people with new opportu-

nities  in agriculture and contrib-

ute to increasing farmers’ income.

He noted that the nature of agri-

culture was changing rapidly and

stressed  that  by  adopting  new

technology,  new  crops,  modern

agricultural  machinery,  horticul-

ture, organic and natural farming,

young people could make agricul-

ture a profitable business.

Yadav  said  agriculture  faculties

had  been  introduced  in  several

universities  and  urged  young

people  studying  agriculture  to

explore  innovation  and  entre-

preneurship  while  remaining

connected with farming.
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Uttam calls for coordinated
drought preparedness across Telangana
Hyderabad, Oct 23

: Irrigation and Civil

Supplies  Minister

Capt.  N.  Uttam

Kumar  Reddy  has

called for comprehen-

sive  drought  pre-

paredness  measures

at  the  State  and  dis-

trict  levels,  stressing

the need for advance

planning, adequate fi-

nancial resources for

district collectors and

coordinated efforts by

all departments to ad-

dress  the  emerging

situation.

Addressing  the  first

meeting of the Cabi-

net  Sub-Committee

constituted to review

drought and El Niño

conditions in Telangana and recommend mitiga-

tion measures at the Secretariat on Friday, Uttam

Kumar Reddy emphasised the need for a proac-

tive approach to safeguard drinking water sup-

plies, meet irrigation requirements, protect crops

and ensure timely relief to people in vulnerable

areas.  Deputy  Chief  Minister  Mallu  Bhatti

Vikramarka chaired the meeting, which was at-

tended by Ministers Thummala Nageswara Rao,

Ponguleti Srinivas Reddy, Seethakka and Vakiti

Srihari, along with Chief Secretary Sanjay Jaju.

The  participants  stressed  the  need  for  a  swift,

coordinated response across the State to address

the emerging drought situation.

Emphasising  the  importance  of  preparedness

over a reactive approach, Uttam Kumar Reddy

said district collectors and departmental officials

should work in close coordination to anticipate

local challenges and take timely preventive mea-

sures.

He called for district-specific action plans to iden-

tify vulnerable areas, assess potential shortages

and specify measures to address contingencies.

Hold inquiry in Saraka
industries gas leak incident: Harish Rao
Hyderabad, Oct 23

: BRS  party  Deputy

Floor  Leader  Harish

Rao  on  Friday  said

that it was extremely

sad that two workers

died due to a gas leak

in the Saraka Chemi-

cal  Industry  in

Gaddapotharam  In-

dustrial  Area  of

Jinnaram  Mandal  in

Sangareddy  District.

He expressed his deep condolences to the fami-

lies of the deceased. He demanded that the state

government provide better medical treatment to

the injured and announce an ex-gratia of Rs. 1

crore to the families of the deceased.

Harish Rao said that it was wicked that the state

government does not care even though such in-

cidents happen frequently in industries.

He was angry and asked what this government

should  learn from the bitter experiences of  the

past? He said that the negligence of the Congress

government  was  costing  the  lives  of  innocent

workers.

We will support RTC workers, who
have lost their jobs: Gadwal Vijayalakshmi

Revanth calls for stronger police coordination to curb crime
Hyderabad, Oct 23  :  Chief

Minister A. Revanth Reddy on

Friday  said  Telangana  was

ready to join hands with other

Southern  States  to  strengthen

policing,  share  technology  and

reduce crime through coordinated

efforts. Inaugurating the South-

ern  Regional  Police  Coordina-

tion  Committee  meeting  at  the

Integrated Command and Con-

trol  Cent re   ( ICCC)   in

Hyderabad, the Chief Minister

said Telangana was committed

to sharing its technological in-

frastructure  and  ICCC

framework   wi th

neighbouring States to

build a safer South In-

dia.

Hyderabad, Oct 23  : CM Prajavani State In-charge

and  State  Planning  Commission Vice  Chairman

Gadwal Vijayalakshmi on Friday assured that steps

would be taken to bring the issue of reinstatement of

RTC workers , who have lost their jobs due to vari-

ous reasons to the attention of the RTC MD and the

CM and find a solution to the problem. She said that

the RTC workers, who have  lost  their  jobs due  to

various reasons came to the CM Prajavani held on

Friday in large numbers and explained their problems

to Gadwal Vijayalakshmi. She said that some time

ago, 317 RTC workers were given jobs again and the

state government would take steps to support the re-

maining 180 people, Vijayalakshmi

said. She said thet they 103 appli-

cations were received in the 263rd

CM Prajavani program organized

at Mahatma  Jyotiba Phule Praja

Bhavan on Friday.
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Centre to launch nationwide
'Khet Bachao Abhiyan'
for sustainable farming practices

T
he Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers Wel

fare will launch the nationwide Khet Bachao

Abhiyan-Rabi 2026 on Thursday till Novem-

ber 30 to improve soil health and promote sustain-

able agriculture, according  to an official  statement

issued on Wednesday. The campaign to be launched

by  the  Union Agriculture  Minister  Shivraj  Singh

Chouhan  from  Karnal  in  Haryana,  aims  to  create

awareness  among  farmers  about  the  balanced  and

judicious use of fertilisers and other agricultural in-

puts based on soil testing.

It will promote crop diversification through oilseed,

pulse and horticulture missions, encourage the effec-

tive utilisation of fallow fields after paddy harvest-

ing and promote proper crop residue management.

The campaign will also focus on training farmers in

the appropriate use of organic and bio-based agricul-

tural products and promoting natural farming through

awareness programmes,  training sessions and field

demonstrations. "In addition, it will emphasise water

conservation, rainwater harvesting and groundwater

recharge, while encouraging sustainable agricultural

practices  to  conserve  natural  resources  and  ensure

the long-term sustainability of agriculture," the state-

ment said. The campaign will also focus on enhanc-

ing water-use efficiency, and encouraging the adop-

tion of resource-efficient and climate-resilient farm-

ing practices. Special emphasis will be placed on cre-

ating  awareness  about  the  appropriate  use  of

fertilisers, including green ammonia, and biological

products; water conservation; crop diversification and

intercropping with suitable crops and varieties.

Farm mechanisation and field demonstrations of im-

proved technologies, including regenerative agricul-

ture practices, will form key components of the cam-

paign. The campaign will also facilitate the creation

of Farmer IDs, promote awareness about crop insur-

ance under  the Pradhan Mantri Fasal Bima Yojana

(PMFBY), expand coverage under the Kisan Credit

Card (KCC) scheme through saturation efforts, and

disseminate information about the benefits and op-

portunities arising from trade agreements. As part of

the campaign, awareness programmes, farmers' con-

ferences, Kisan Chaupals, training sessions and field

demonstrations will be organised at the state, district,

block and Gram Panchayat levels. State Agriculture

Departments, Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs), ICAR

institutes, State Agricultural Universities and Agri-

cultural Technology Management Agencies (ATMA)

will collaborate to ensure the active participation of

agricultural scientists, ATMA functionaries, Farmer

Producer Organisations (FPOs), cooperatives, Self-

Help Groups (SHGs) and progressive farmers. Pub-

licity  through  local-language  materials,  radio,

Doordarshan, social media and other IEC activities

will  further  strengthen  outreach  and  ensure  wider

dissemination of information among farmers.

Delhi Metro to add 20 train trips
on week days as GRAP-1 kicks in
New Delhi,  Oct 23 :   The

Delhi  Metro  Rail  Corpora-

tion  (DMRC)  on  Friday  an-

nounced  that  it  will  operate

20  additional  train  trips  on

weekdays  from  Friday,  fol-

lowing  the  enforcement  of

stage  1  of  the  Graded  Re-

sponse Action  Plan  (GRAP)

in the national capital.

The  DMRC  will  also  inten-

sify  anti-pollution  measures

at  its  construction  sites  and

surrounding   areas   across

Delhi  to  help  curb  dust  and

pollution.  “From  tomorrow,

Delhi Metro will be running

20 additional trips on its net-

work on weekdays to encour-

age more and more people to

use  public  transport  instead

of  their  personal  vehicles,”

the  DMRC  said  in  a  state-

ment. As  part  of  its  intensi-

fied  measures,  the  corpora-

tion will undertake activities

to reduce dust levels at con-

struction  sites,   clear  road

dus t   f rom  sur rounding

stretches, and remove garbage

from footpaths and road medi-

ans, the statement added.

DMRC engineers will conduct

thorough  inspections  of  con-

struction  sites  and  adjoining

roads to ensure that construction

materials  are  properly  covered

and wheel-washing facilities for

outgoing vehicles remain opera-

tional.

These  drives  will  supplement

measures being implemented by

the DMRC to control pollution.

Around 31 km of city roads are

currently  under  the  DMRC’s

temporary jurisdiction to facili-

tate  Metro  construction  work.

Most of these stretches have al-

ready  been  repaired  to  prevent

damaged roads from contribut-

ing to dust pollution, the DMRC

said.

More  than 250 anti-smog guns

and mist guns have also been in-

stalled  at  construction  sites,

Metro stations and office build-

ings to reduce dust levels. The

DMRC’s Environment Depart-

ment  is  conducting  daily  in-

spections to ensure compliance

with environmental norms. Au-

thorities  in  Delhi  enforced

GRAP  1  on  Wednesday  amid

deteriorating air quality in the

national capital. According  to

the  Central  Pollution  Control

Board  (CPCB),  the Air  Qual-

ity Index (AQI) climbed to 238

on Wednesday morning and en-

tered  the  "poor"  category  for

the first time this season.

 The sudden rise in pollution

ahead  of  the  winter  season

has raised concerns, with au-

thorities preparing measures

to curb emissions  from road

and  construction  dust,  ve-

hicles  and  industrial  units.

Ai r   qua l i ty   wi l l   a l so   be

closely monitored in the com-

ing days.

Bihar MLC poll campaign ends,
150 candidates in fray for eight seats

Ahmedabad, Oct 23 :  The  Crime

Branch of Surat and Ahmedabad po-

lice have arrested three men and seized

heroin and mephedrone worth an es-

timated Rs 25.5 crore in a joint opera-

tion near  the CTM toll plaza on  the

Ahmedabad Express Highway, within

the jurisdiction of Ramol police sta-

tion, police said on Friday. The sei-

zure  comprised  around  4.5  kg  of

heroin, valued at Rs five crore per

kg, and 2.5 kg of mephedrone, also

known as MD, valued at Rs 1.2 crore

per kg. The combined market value

of the drugs is estimated at Rs 25.5

crore.

The operation targeted an alleged in-

ter-state drug network with links to

Delhi, Uttar Pradesh and Gujarat.

Ahmedabad  City  Police  Commis-

sioner Anupam  Singh  Gahlot  had

been getting intelligence about  the

suspected  syndicate  for  more  than

two years, according to information

shared by police. The investigation

began  during  his  tenure  as  Surat

Police Commissioner. The arrested

men  have  been  identified  as  Tifel

Nokhej, 44, a resident of New Delhi.

Guj police bust interstate drug network,
seize narcotics worth Rs 25.5 crore, three held

Expelled JD-U leader Chhotu Singh targets Sanjay Jha,
threatens to release a video against Umesh Kushwaha
Patna, Oct 23:  Expelled

Janata  Dal-United  (JD-U)

leader Arvind Kumar Singh

alias  Chhotu  Singh  has

launched a fresh attack on the

party's  National  Working

President Sanjay Kumar Jha,

alleging that he is seeking a

Union  ministerial  position

and  working  to  undermine

Bihar Chief Minister Samrat

Choudhary.  Singh  has  also

threatened to release a video

targeting  State  JD-U  Presi-

dent  Umesh  Kushwaha.

Singh was expelled from the

JD-U on charges of indisci-

pline following an argument

with Jha.

Targeting Kushwaha, the ex-

pelled  JD-U  leader  accused

him  of  arbitrarily  expelling

party workers without giving

reasons. He claimed that he had a

video that would expose the State

JD-U President and alleged that he

and  his  supporters  had  played  a

key role in ensuring Kushwaha's

electoral victory. "A group of four

or  five people who have no real

standing is calling the shots at the

party. These  people  are  bent  on

destroying  Nitish  Kumar  and

Nishant Kumar," Singh alleged.

He also accused Jha of seeking a

Union  Ministerial  berth  and  at-

tempting  to  damage  Samrat

Choudhary's political standing.

Referring  to speculation about a

possible  change  in  the  Union

Cabinet,  Singh  questioned  Jha's

electoral record and claimed that

he would struggle to win even a

mukhiya  (village  head)  election

without Nitish Kumar's support.

Singh also levelled corruption al-

legations  against  several  JD-U

leaders,  including  Lalan  Singh,

Maheshwar  Hazari  and  Shravan

Kumar and demanded investiga-

tions into their assets. He asked

how Shravan Kumar had accu-

mulated his wealth over the past

decade  and  alleged  that  a  to-

bacco-related product (Gul) fac-

tory had been transformed into

a steel factory.

Singh also contrasted the alleged

wealth  of  some  party  leaders

with  Nitish  Kumar's  modest

home in Kalyanbigha, claiming

that an investigation into the as-

sets of the group he had tar-

geted could lead to criminal

action.  He  warned  that  his

campaign  against  the  JD-U

leaders  had only begun  and

said he was prepared to face

the consequences of his alle-

gations.

 The allegations against Jha,

Kushwaha  and  other  JD-U

leaders have not been  inde-

pendently  verified.  No  re-

sponse  from  the  leaders

named in Chhotu Singh's al-

legations was available at the

time of reporting.
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Patna, Oct 23 : Campaigning for the eight Bihar Leg-

islative Council (MLC) seats ended at 5 p.m. on Fri-

day, with polling scheduled for October 23 from 8

a.m. to 4 p.m. Counting of votes will take place on

October 27, and the entire election process is sched-

uled to conclude by October 31. A total of 933 poll-

ing stations have been set up across the eight con-

stituencies, where 5,32,847 voters are eligible to ex-

ercise their franchise. As many as 150 candidates are

contesting  the  elections,  including  90  for  the  four

Graduate constituencies and 60 for the four Teach-

ers' constituencies. The Graduate constituencies are

Patna, Darbhanga, Tirhut and Kosi, while the Teach-

ers' constituencies comprise Patna, Darbhanga, Tirhut

and Saran. The elections have  turned  into a  three-

way contest among the ruling National Democratic

Alliance (NDA), the Opposition Mahagathbandhan

and Prashant Kishor's Jan Suraaj Party, which is seek-

ing to challenge the traditional political players and

alter their electoral calculations.

The Patna Graduate constituency has emerged as the

most  high-profile  contest,  with  Janata  Dal-United

(JD-U) leader Neeraj Kumar seeking a fourth con-

secutive victory. The JD-U has renominated the in-

cumbent MLC, who is facing a challenge from Anuj

Singh of  the  Jan Suraaj. The Rashtriya  Janata Dal

(RJD) has fielded Dilip Kumar, while the Congress

has nominated Asadullah Khan.

Anant Singh's opposition to Neeraj Kumar has added

to the JD-U's challenges in the constituency and has

openly  supported  the  Jan  Suraaj  candidate Anuj

Singh. Despite efforts by the JD-U leadership to ad-

dress  the  grievances,  the  issue  remained  a  talking

point during the final phase of campaigning.

Neeraj Kumar's recent illness and hospitalisation have

added another dimension to the

contest. Chief Ministers Samrat

Choudhary  and  Deputy  Chief

Minister  Vijay  Kumar

Choudhary visited the hospital

to inquire about his health.

In the Darbhanga Graduate con-

stituency,  the Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) has fielded incum-

bent MLC Sarvesh Kumar, who

won the seat as an Independent

candidate  in  2020.  He  is  now

contesting on a BJP ticket.

The  RJD  has  nominated Anil

Kumar  Jha,  the  Congress  has

fielded Rajanikant Pathak, and

Jan  Suraaj  has  fielded

Mohammad Imtiyaz Noorani.

The constituency has recorded

the  highest  number  of  candi-

dates, with 40 nominees in the

fray. In the Tirhut Graduate con-

stituency, the JD-U has fielded

Abhishek Jha on behalf of  the

NDA. Vimohan  Kumar  of  the

Jan  Suraaj,  Rashmi  Vinayak

Gautam  of  the  RJD  and

Rajanikant Pathak of the Con-

gress are also contesting.

Haryana govt signs over
Rs 66,000 crore industrial proposals
Mumbai, Oct 23 : Memoranda

of  Understanding  (MoUs)  in-

volving investment of more than

Rs  66,000  crore  in  Haryana

were signed on the second day

of the ‘Happening Haryana 2.0’

international  outreach  cam-

paign  organised  by  the  state

government here.

Officers and company represen-

tatives exchanged the MoUs in

the presence of Chief Minister

Nayab Singh Saini and Indus-

tries  and  Commerce  Minister

Rao Narbir Singh.

Addressing Consuls General of

various countries, industry lead-

ers,  investors  and  representa-

tives of Mumbai’s financial and

corporate sector, CM Saini

said Haryana offered inves-

tors much more than land,

incentives  and  approvals.

He  emphasised  that  the

state  offered  a  strategic

partnership  built  around

scale,  speed,  policy  cer-

tainty and shared prosper-

ity.

The Chief Minister said the

government  “believes  in

project movement.

India's core sector growth
rate surges to
30-month high in September

New Delhi, Oct 23 :  The growth

rate of India’s core sector indus-

tries surged to a 30-month high

of  7.9  per  cent  in  September,

compared to the same month of

the previous year, driven by the

strong performance of  the  iron

ore,    electricity,  coal  refinery

products, cement, and steel sec-

tors,  according  to  figures  re-

leased by the Ministry of Com-

merce  and  Industry  on  Friday.

The  production  of  iron  ore

surged by as much as 18.4 per

cent in September. Owing to in-

tensive use of iron ore in the pro-

duction process and its contribu-

tion to industrial development.



Washington, Oct 23 : Facing

a sharp rise in fuel prices and

disruptions in global shipping

routes, the White House is con-

sidering a temporary waiver of

the  century-old  Jones Act  to

allow more vessels  to deliver

energy  and  agricultural  sup-

plies to US ports.  Press Secre-

tary  Karoline  Leavitt  con-

firmed that this major move is

under consideration but has not

yet been finalised. “In the in-

terest of national defense,  the

White  House  is  considering

waiving the Jones Act for a lim-

ited  period  of  time  to  ensure

vital energy products and agri-

cultural necessities are flowing

freely to US ports,” Leavitt told

IANS.  “This  action  has  not

been finalised,” she said in re-

sponse to a question. The Jones

Act, enacted in 1920, requires

that goods transported.

US mulls shipping
waiver amid oil shock

Seoul, Oct 23 : South Korea's

Industry Minister Kim Jung-

kwan  said  Friday  the

government's  fuel  price  cap

system  is  already  showing

signs of stabilising prices less

than a day after taking effect.

Kim held a meeting with offi-

cials  from  South  Korean  oil

refineries, gas stations and the

Korea National Oil Corpora-

tion  to  review  the  domestic

energy markets on the first day

of the fuel price cap system's

implementation,  Yonhap

News Agency reported.

The  temporary  cap  system

took effect at midnight Thurs-

day as part of the government's

efforts  to  ease  soaring  fuel

prices and reduce burdens on

consumers, setting maximum

prices of products oil refiner-

ies supply to gas stations and

distributors. The  initial price

South Korea's Industry minister says
fuel price cap system already showing price stabilisation effect

ceiling was set at 1,724 won

(USD 1.16) per litre for regu-

lar gasoline, 1,713 won per

litre for diesel and 1,320 won

per  litre  for  lamp  oil.  The

maximum  price  threshold

will  be  readjusted  every

two  weeks  to  reflect

changes in international oil

prices until the government

decides  to  end  the  system

when it determines that do-

mestic  fuel  prices  have

been  stabilized. After  the

meeting, Kim told reporters

the market is already expe-

riencing  price  cuts  on  the

first day of the system, not-

ing that gas stations and oil

refineries are actively coop-

erating  with  the  program.

Kim asked gas stations dur-

ing the meeting to cooper-

ate  with  the  program  as

price ceilings.

Saint Petersburg, Oct 23 :

The  first  tanker  carrying

40,000 tonnes of Russian die-

sel fuel will depart  in  two to

three days, Russian President

Vladimir Putin said Friday.

Russia is currently preparing

shipments  of  several  tankers

carrying diesel fuel, Putin said

during  his  meeting  with  US

special envoy Steve Witkoff at

the Konstantinovsky Palace in

St. Petersburg. The fuel is for

the  global  and  US  markets,

Xinhua news agency reported.

Putin held a telephone conver-

sation  with  US  President

Donald Trump on October 9,

First Russian tanker carrying
40,000 tonnes of diesel to depart in 2-3 days: Putin
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MoS Pabitra Margherita
meets ITEC and ICCR alumni in Naoero
Yaren (Naoero), Oct 23 : Union

Minister of State (MoS) for Ex-

ternal Affairs Pabitra Margherita

met  the  Indian  Technical  and

Economic  Cooperation  (ITEC)

and the Indian Council for Cul-

tural Relations (ICCR) alumni in

Naoero on Friday.

Margherita stated that the jour-

neys of ITEC and ICCR alumni

reflect  the  positive  impact  of

India's  capacity-building  initia-

tives  in  enhancing  skills  and

strengthening  the  partnership

between the two nations.

"Pleased to interact with ITEC and

ICCR  alumni  from  Naoero  and

hear  about  their  experiences  in

India. Their  journeys  reflect  the

positive impact of India’s capac-

ity-building initiatives in enhanc-

ing  skills  and  strengthening  the

India-Naoero  partnership,"

Margherita posted on X.

Earlier  in  the  day,  MoS

Margherita arrived in Naoero and

said  that  he  looked  forward  to

"productive  engagements"  to

strengthen  the  partnership  be-

tween the two nations.

In a post on X, Margherita wrote,

"Arrived in the beautiful Repub-

lic  of  Naoero.  Grateful  for  the

warm welcome. Look forward to

productive  engagements  to

strengthen India-Naoero partner-

ship and advance our shared com-

mitment to implementing Pacific

priorities."

During his visit, he is expected to

hold  bilateral  meetings  with  the

senior  leadership of Naoero, en-

gage with other key stakeholders

and members of the Indian com-

munity.

Canadian businessman Maninder Sidhu appointed as International Trade Minister
Ottawa, Oct 23 : Canadian

businessman  Maninder

Sidhu, who was a parliamen-

tary secretary, has been ap-

pointed  as  International

Trade Minister.

Sidhu, 41, who was sworn in

as  a  minister  on  Friday,  is  an  entrepre-

neur who runs his own international trade

specialist   business.  He  says  in  his

LinkedIn page that he “worked with busi-

nesses  across  Canada  to  provide  strate-

gic advice with a  focus on  trade,  tariffs

and growth opportunities”.

during  which  considerable

attention was paid  to pros-

pects  for  resolving  the

Ukraine crisis, the Kremlin

said.  On  global  energy  de-

velopments,  Russia  reaf-

firmed its readiness to sup-

ply oil and petroleum prod-

ucts to US and global mar-

kets, according to the Krem-

lin. On Tuesday, Ukrainian

President  Volodymyr

Zelensky discussed propos-

als for various ceasefire for-

mats with Witkoff  in Oslo,

Norway, Ukraine's state-run

Ukrinform news agency re-

ported.

India-Brazil-South Africa fund drives
women’s empowerment through development
United Nations, Oct 23  : The  India-Brazil-South

Africa (IBSA) Fund has emerged as a strong vehicle

of South-South cooperation promoting women’s em-

powerment through development, according to lead-

ers from the three nations.  The Fund is “a far-sighted

joint initiative of the government of India, Brazil and

South Africa, that has proven its utility by supporting

over 50 development assistance projects across close

to 40 countries since its establishment in 2004”, Savitri

Thakur, India’s Minister of State for Women and Child

Development, said on Friday.

 “To walk the talk, we have supported many projects

relating to the development of women”, she said at

an  event  commemorating  the  success  stories  of

Women-Led Development and South-South Coopera-

tion. “South-South cooperation holds profound value

for gender equality and the empowerment of women

and girls”, said Sindisiwe Chikunga, South Africa’s

Minister for Women, Youth and

Persons  with  Disabilities.  She

said  that  “at  a  time  when

multilateralism is under pressure

and  development  finance  is  in-

creasingly conditional and con-

tested”, the role of the IBSA Fund

becomes important. “In fact”, she

said, “IBSA Fund represents an

opportunity for voices of emerg-

ing and developing economies to

carry  equal  weight  and  be  ac-

countable  to  the  people  they

serve”.

US lawmakers
urge action on China law
Washington, Oct 23 : A  bi-

partisan group of 14 members

of the US House of Represen-

tatives has urged Secretary of

State Marco Rubio to publicly

condemn China's new Ethnic

Unity Law, calling it a tool of

"forced assimilation, ideologi-

cal control, and transnational

repression" targeting Tibetans,

Uyghurs,  Southern  Mongo-

lians and other ethnic minor-

ity communities.  The appeal,

led  by  Congressmen  Jim

McGovern,  Chris  Smith  and

Indian-American  Congress-

man Ro Khanna, comes a day

before the law takes effect on

Aug 28. "Far from promoting

genuine equality among ethnic

groups,  this  law codifies and

expands the Chinese Commu-

nist Party's majoritarian cam-

paign  of  forced  assimilation

against  Tibetans,  Uyghurs,

Southern  Mongolians,  and

other non-Han Chinese com-

munities,"  the  lawmakers wrote  in  their

letter to Rubio. "We respectfully urge the

Department of State to respond publicly

and forcefully to this law before it goes

into effect on July 1, 2026, and to make

clear  that  the  United  States  rejects  the

CCP's attempt to disguise forced assimi-

lation as 'ethnic unity'," they said. Accord-

ing to the lawmakers, China's Law on Pro-

moting  Ethnic  Unity  and  Progress,

adopted by the National People's Congress

on  March  12,  contradicts  the  country's

own constitutional guarantees of regional

ethnic autonomy while giving legal force

to policies.



TN to undertake wildlife census
in Dharmapuri forest range, deploy camera traps
Dharmapuri, Oct 23 :  The

Tamil Nadu Forest Department

will soon undertake a compre-

hensive wildlife census across

Dharmapuri’s forests, deploy-

ing 1,274 camera  traps  to es-

tablish  whether  tigers  inhabit

the region and assess the pres-

ence and distribution of other

wild animals.

The exercise, to be conducted

in  collaboration  with  the  Na-

tional Tiger Conservation Au-

thority (NTCA), will cover for-

est  areas  throughout  the district.

Officials  said  its  findings would

support wildlife conservation, im-

prove  understanding  of  animal

habitats and help forest personnel

address human-wildlife conflict.

Dharmapuri  has  approximately

1.72  lakh  hectares  of  forest,  ac-

counting for more than a third of

its geographical area. Despite this

extensive  forest  cover  and  the

presence of several important spe-

cies,  detailed  information  about

wildlife populations remains lim-

ited, according to officials.

The Hogenakkal, Pennagaram and

Palacode forest ranges form part

of  the  Cauvery  South  Wildlife

Sanctuary. These forests support

elephants, leopards, dholes, bears

and several other animals, making

a systematic assessment important

for  conservation  planning  and

habitat protection.

Under the proposed survey, cam-

era traps will be installed follow-

ing a two-kilometre grid pattern.

The  devices  will  record  animal

movements, helping forest person-

nel  identify species using differ-

ent stretches and understand their

distribution  across  the  district’s

forest  landscape.  Officials  de-

scribed the planned exercise as the

first  comprehensive  camera-trap

survey of its kind in Dharmapuri.

It is expected to provide a clearer

picture  of  wildlife  diversity  and

strengthen the information avail-

able to personnel responsible for

monitoring and protection.

A key objective will be to deter-

mine whether tigers are present in

the district’s forests. Officials said

no  tiger  sightings  had  been  re-

corded  so  far,  but  connections

with  adjoining  wildlife  habitats

warranted a detailed investigation.

Dharmapuri’s forests are con-

nected  to  the Cauvery North

Wildlife  Sanctuary  and  the

Sathyamangalam Tiger  Re-

serve, where tiger movements

have been reported.

Left stone on our head while we slept,
Sanjay Raut blasts Sachin Ahir’s defection; calls for introspection
Mumbai, Oct 23 : Launch-

ing a scathing attack on party

legislator and deputy leader

Sachin Ahir  for  his  switch,

Shiv Sen (UBT) MP Sanjay

Raut on Friday said that Ahir

left  them  in  the dark, drop-

ping  a  stone  on  their  heads

while they were asleep.

“Even  if  you  call  this  your

political journey, history will

remember it as a tainted one.

If you choose to leave even

after being given everything,

it  means  political  greed  is

destroying you. Try poaching

workers  who  desire  abso-

lutely nothing. A kind of de-

cay and degradation is under-

way in the state," Raut said.

He  further  observed  that

loyal party workers who stand by

the organisation through thick and

thin have become a rarity.

The remarks by Raut came a day

after Ahir jumped the ship to join

the  Shinde  camp  and  filed  his

nomination  for  the  post  of

Maharashtra Legislative Council

Deputy Chairperson.

Recalling Ahir's  political  trajec-

tory,  Raut  told  reporters  that

Ahir’s career had hit a roadblock

after his defeat by Sunil Shinde.

However, Aaditya Thackeray re-

vived his political future by mak-

ing him an MLC, appointing him

as a deputy leader, making him the

working president of the Bhartiya

Kamgar Sena, and handing over

the  entire  responsibility of Pune

district to him.

"Sachin Ahir  was  an  extremely

close  associate  of  Aaditya

Thackeray. He cannot claim that

no one was meeting him or listen-

ing  to  him,  because  Aaditya

Thackeray and Uddhav Saheb met

him daily," Raut asserted.

When asked if Sachin Ahir’s de-

fection would increase difficulties

for Aaditya Thackeray in the

Worli Assembly constituency,

Raut  remarked  that  content-

ment is crucial for any human

being.  Raut  made  a  candid

statement  raising  questions

about the party's current pre-

dicament  and  admitted,  "For

our political future.

New Delhi, Oct 23 : Delhi Lieu-

tenant Governor T.S. Sandhu on

Friday directed officials of Delhi

Police, DDA, Delhi Fire Service,

and MCD to focus on faster on-

the-ground  outcomes  in  safety

matters requiring joint action.

Chairing  a  meeting  of  various

agencies and departments, Sandhu

directed time-bound activities on

key civic and administrative pri-

orities related to safety in the na-

tional capital.

In  a  post  on  X,  the  Lieutenant

Governor wrote, “Chaired a coor-

dination  meeting  between

GNCTD,  @DelhiPolice,

@official_dda,  @MCD_Delhi

and @DelFireService today.”

“Emphasised  the  need  for  a

“whole of government” approach,

with all agencies working in close

coordination rather than in silos,

particularly on matters  requiring

swift  and  joint  action.  Directed

time-bound activities on key civic

Delhi L-G TS Sandhu directs swift
multi-agency outcomes on safety issues

and  administrative  priorities,

with  clear  accountability  and

faster  on-ground  outcomes,  to-

wards  a  safer,  better-managed

and  #ViksitDilli,”  said  Sandhu

on X. Earlier last week, the L-G

reviewed  the  progress  on  re-

forms to reduce the compliance

burden on common citizens and

enhance ease of  living  through

deregulation.

The meeting on Friday came a

day after he discussed the city's

security  and  community-led

safety campaigns with the Police

Commissioner Anurag Kumar.

In a post on social media plat-

form X, the L-G said, "Reviewed

the progress of Deregulation and

Compliance Reduction in Delhi

today, with the ease of the com-

mon citizen at  the heart of  this

exercise."

"Directed  all  departments  to

complete  the  exercise  swiftly

and efficiently.

Delhi govt to introduce lifetime licensing
to ease legal metrology framework : Minister Sirsa
New Delhi, Oct 23 : In a push to improve the business

climate, the Delhi government has decided to discon-

tinue periodic licence renewal for manufacturers, deal-

ers and repairers under the Weights and Measures rules

and replace it with a self-declaration-based approval

system, an official said on Friday.

The reform is part of Delhi’s Deregulation Exercise

2.0,  which  seeks  to  reduce  compliance  burden  and

rationalise regulatory frameworks across departments,

said Industries and Food Supplies Minister Manjinder

Singh Sirsa. “The objective is to reduce friction, im-

prove  trust,  and build  a  regulatory  system  that  sup-

ports growth while retaining accountability,” Sirsa said.

The reform amends the Delhi Legal Metrology (En-

forcement) Rules, 2011, to remove the requirement of

physical site inspection before the grant of a licence

and allow licences to be issued on a self-declaration

basis, said Sirsa.

The move is expected to substantially improve the ease

of starting and operating businesses in the sector by

reducing delays, procedural bottlenecks

and unnecessary interface points, he said.

“Delhi is moving towards a governance

model that is reform-driven, trust-based

and responsive to the needs of industry.

Honest businesses should not be weighed

down by repetitive and avoidable proce-

dures,” Sirsa said.

Currently,  the Weights  and  Measures

Department supports a robust ecosystem

of 600-plus active businesses across the

national capital, comprising 154 licensed

manufacturers,  421  dealers,  and  24  re-

pairers.

Chennai, Oct 23 : A man from

Ramanathapuram  district  of

Tamil Nadu has been arrested

for allegedly sexually harassing

a woman software engineer in

Chennai's Perungudi locality.

According to the police, the in-

cident occurred on Friday night

in Perungudi, an area known for

housing several IT companies.

The  victim,  a  young  woman

hailing  from  Kerala,  is  em-

ployed at a private IT firm in

the  area.  She  was  reportedly

attacked, gagged, and sexually

harassed by the accused while

returning to her residence.

Based  on  the  woman's  com-

plaint, the Chennai city police

launched a swift investigation

and traced the accused, iden-

tified  as  30-year-old

Lokeshwaran,  a  native  of

Ramanathapuram.

He  was  taken  into  custody

and  interrogated  by  the  po-

lice.  During  questioning,

Lokeshwaran  confessed  to

having  committed  the  crime

while under  the  influence of

alcohol.

Police  said  the  accused  did

not know the victim person-

ally, and the assault appeared

to  be  random.The  victim,

deeply shaken by the incident,

was  provided  immediate

medical  attention  and  coun-

selling support.

Youth arrested for
sexually harassing
woman in Chennai

Srinagar, Oct 23 : The Peoples

Democratic  Party  (PDP),  led

by  former  chief  minister

Mehbooba  Mufti ,   and  the

J&amp;K Apni  Party,  led  by

former  minister  Syed  Altaf

Bukhari,  staged  separate  pro-

tests  in  Srinagar  on  Friday

PDP, Apni Party protest
in Srinagar against power tariff hike

against  the recent hike  in elec-

tricity tariffs. The PDP demon-

stration  was  held  at  its  party

headquarters, where leaders and

workers  carrying  banners  and

placards  raised slogans against

the  National  Conference-led

government.

New Delhi, Oct 23 : The Min-

istry of Steel has approved the

granting  of  Miniratna  Cat-

egory-I  status  to  engineering

major MECON Limited, as the

Central  Public  Sector  Enter-

prise (PSE) has achieved the re-

quired  financial  milestones

which include generating con-

tinuous profits in the last three

years, according to an official

statement issued on Friday.

Govt grants
Miniratna status to
MECON Limited

Integrating agriculture with solar power will
increase farmers' incomes: Shivraj Singh Chouhan
New Delhi, Oct 23 :  Union

Agriculture  Minister  Shivraj

Singh Chouhan said on Friday

that  integrating  agriculture

with solar energy was opening

up a new pathway towards glo-

bal  welfare  and  greater  eco-

nomic prosperity for farmers.

Addressing the inaugural ses-

sion  of  the  three-day

AgriVoltaics World  Confer-

ence here, the Union Minister

said  that  the  AgriVoltaics

policy  must  be  designed  to

work effectively on the fields

of  the  country's  85  per  cent

small  and  marginal  farmers,

ensuring  that  the  benefits  of

this technology reached those

who needed them most.

He  noted  that AgriVoltaics

technology would enable so-

lar panels to generate electric-

ity  above  the  ground  while

crops  continued  to  flourish

beneath them.

Integrating energy production

with  farming  was  therefore

one  of  the  most  important

steps that could be taken in the

interests of farmers, he said.

Chouhan  added  that  India's

average landholding was just

0.96 hectares and  that more

than 85 per  cent  of  farmers

were  small  and  marginal

farmers.

"Such  farmers  did not  have

enough land to abandon cul-

tivation  and  install  solar

power plants exclusively on

their holdings."

He  suggested  that  Farmer

Producer  Organisations

(FPOs)  should  be  actively

involved in the initiative and

that  local  rural  youth  and

women should receive train-

ing  in  operating,  repairing

and  maintaining  the  equip-

ment.

He  highlighted  that  Indian

agriculture  continues  to

maintain a robust growth rate

of 4.5 per cent, which is a sig-

nificant achievement in itself.
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New Delhi, Oct 23 :  Texas-

based automotive firm Tesla has

posted a sharp decline in third-

quarter profit  even as  the elec-

tric vehicle maker generated sig-

nificantly  higher  cash  flow,

showing mixed financial perfor-

mance.

Elon Musk-backed company re-

ported net income of $787 mil-

lion  for  the quarter,  a  decrease

of 44 per cent from a year ear-

lier, while  revenue was  largely

unchanged at $28 billion.

However,  the  company’s  free

cash flow climbed to $1.5 billion

Tesla's Q3 profit drops 44 pc, revenue flat
during  the  quarter.  Tesla  also

nearly  doubled  capital  expendi-

ture  to  $4.7  billion  that  under-

scores  continued  investment  in

new  technologies,  products  and

manufacturing capabilities.

Speaking  during  SpaceX's  earn-

ings call earlier this week, Musk

said special committees had been

established at both companies to

evaluate a potential merger.

He described such a transaction as

a  potentially  attractive  idea  but

cautioned that significant hurdles

remained  before  any  deal  could

move forward.

Moreover,  he declined  to  elabo-

rate on the proposal during Tesla's

earnings  call,  leaving  investors

with limited details on the status

of the discussions.

The earnings report comes weeks

after Tesla  unveiled  a  revamped

version of its long-delayed Road-

ster sports car at a SpaceX facil-

ity  in Texas. During  the demon-

stration, a prototype vehicle trav-

elled  along  an  elevated  curved

track before briefly lifting off the

ground and landing safely, a spec-

tacle that drew comparisons with

flying-car concepts.

Washington, Oct 23 :  US

President  Donald Trump  has

said he spoke to Indian-Ameri-

can  Google  CEO  Sundar

Pichai about renaming the At-

lantic Ocean on Google Maps,

but was told that oceans were

different because they “cover

a lot of countries”, as he riffed

at  a  midterm  rally  in  South

Carolina  about  renaming  the

Gulf of Mexico and the Strait

of Hormuz.

“So we seriously looked at the

Atlantic  Ocean,  and  I  called

Google Maps, who were really

great  with  the  lake,” Trump

told supporters at Clemson on

Thursday  evening.  “And  I

spoke  to  a  brilliant  guy,

Sundar.  He  heads  all  of

Google.  He’s  a  brilliant  guy.

Sergei and Sundar, totally bril-

liant guys,” he said, apparently

referring to Google co-founder

Sergey Brin. “And, you know,

they’re  still  rattled  from  the

Gulf.” “And I said, Sundar, I’m

Mumbai, Oct 23 : Sapphire Foods India Limited, which operates KFC

and Pizza Hut restaurants in India and Sri Lanka, on Friday swung into a

net loss of Rs 1.1 crore in the second quarter of FY27 from a profit of Rs

14.2 crore in the previous quarter (Q1 FY27).  On a year-on-year (YoY)

basis, however, the company reduced its losses from Rs 12.8 crore.

Trump says Google CEO
Pichai dropped ‘American Ocean’ idea

thinking  of  the Atlantic  Ocean.

Can you handle it?” Trump said,

recounting  that  Pichai  replied:

“Ocean’s  a  difference,  sir. You

know, they cover a lot of… They

cover  really  a  lot  of  countries.

Please don’t ask us to do that.” “So

I’ll probably pass. Should I pass?

I  think  let’s  keep  it  the Atlantic

Ocean, right?” Trump said, before

turning to the Pacific: “We’re go-

ing to call it the American Ocean.

 How do you think Europe would

fit?”

Trump  said  the  only  oceans  he

would consider were the Atlantic

and the Pacific. “I’m not going to

put  either Trump or America on

any  other  ocean,  but  these

two,” he said.

Minutes  earlier,  speaking

about  the  war  with  Iran,

Trump  said:  “We  have  a

blockade  on  the  Trump

Strait.  I  call  it  the Trump

Strait. How do you think the

Arabs would like to be call-

ing it?” “I mean, we changed

the  name  of  the  Gulf  of

Mexico.  Why  can’t  we

change this…” he said. The

Strait  of  Hormuz,  through

which  a  large  share  of  the

world’s seaborne oil passes,

has been at the centre of US-

Iran tensions.

KFC, Pizza Hut operator
Sapphire Foods swings to loss in Q2 FY27

Coupang, its subsidiaries
face $1.5 million
fine for workplace violations
Seoul, Oct 23 : The labour ministry

here said on Friday it plans to fine e-

commerce giant Coupang and its sub-

sidiaries a combined 1.96 billion won

($1.5 million) for more than a hundred

labour  and workplace  safety viola-

tions. The ministry said its inspection

of the online retailer, its logistics units

-- Coupang Fulfillment Services and

Coupang Logistics Services -- and its

logistics centres found a combined 206

labour and workspace  safety viola-

tions, reports Yonhap news agency.

The ministry decided to take legal ac-

tion for 61 violations, such as absence

of safety measures for conveyor belts,

and impose fines for the rest, which

include failures or delays in submit-

ting industrial accident reports to lo-

cal labour authorities.

Other violations  subject  to  fines  in-

clude failures to conduct special health

checkups for night shift workers and

improper management or installation

of break facilities.

New Delhi, Oct 23 :  Gemini

Edibles &amp; Fats India Ltd --

maker of the Freedom Oils brand

--  has  flagged  significant  raw

material, supply chain, regional

concentration  and  regulatory

risks in its draft red herring pro-

spectus (DRHP) filed with mar-

ket regulator Securities and Ex-

change Board of India for its pro-

posed initial public offering.

The Hyderabad-based company

is proposing an IPO comprising

an  offer  for  sale  of  up  to  4.11

crore  equity  shares  by  existing

shareholders with no fresh issue

of shares.

The company said its operations

remain highly exposed  to  fluc-

tuations  in  crude  edible  oil

prices, which are influenced by

weather,  crop  yields,  currency

movements,  government  poli-

cies, global inventories and geo-

political developments.

Gemini Edibles & Fats
IPO: Oil maker flags raw
material, regional
concentration, other risks in DRHP

Mumbai, Oct 23 : Jivial Industries made a weak

debut on the BSE SME platform on Friday, with its

shares listing significantly below the initial public

offering (IPO) price.  The stock opened at Rs 156.80

per share, reflecting a discount of 20 per cent com-

pared to its issue price of Rs 196. Selling pressure

continued after the listing, dragging the stock down

by nearly 4 per cent from its opening level. At one

stage, the share price had declined 22.83 per cent

from  the  IPO  price,  highlighting  a  disappointing

market debut for the SME-listed company.

Jivial Industries shares list at 20 pc
discount, extend losses after weak debut

Mobile phone manufacturing
scheme to boost backward integration: Industry
New Delhi, Oct 23 : The recently approved Mobile Phone

Manufacturing Scheme (MPMS) will accelerate local value

addition, reduce supply-chain dependencies and boost back-

ward  integration,  industry  leaders  said  on  Friday.   They

noted  that  approvals  under  the  Electronics  Components

Manufacturing Scheme have moved from paper to produc-

tion, with 106 approved projects, 38 operational plants and

16 more in advanced stages of construction.

Bitcoin nears $80,000
in its biggest weekly rally in 3 years
New Delhi,  Oct 23 :

Bitcoin surged toward the

$80,000  mark  on  Friday,

on  track  for  its  strongest

weekly gain  in more  than

three years amid optimism

of traders related to a spike

in bond yields.

The  cryptocurrency

jumped as much as 4.8 per

cent over 24 hours and was

trading around $78,588 as

of 9:10 am.

Bitcoin  (BTC)  gained  0.6

per  cent  in  the  past  hour

and  24.5  per  cent  across

the  past  week,  marking  a

strong weekly rally as trad-

ers  assessed  a  new  initia-

tive from the US aimed at

fiscal consolidation.

Such a weekly advance was not

experienced  by  the

cryptocurrency  since  March

2023.  Bitcoin  last  traded  near

$80,000 in May 2026.

Analysts  said  the  rally  was

driven partly by a US Treasury

announcement  that  it  would

double  its  long-dated  bond

buybacks,  a  move  that  pushed

long yields lower and lifted risk

appetite across markets.

The  announcement  forced  the

liquidation  of  billions  of  short

positions,  amplifying  the  price

move in crypto, market partici-

pants said.

Meanwhile,  gold  also  reached

its highest level since May after

concerns  rose  among  investors

that the intervention in the bond

market will weigh on the dollar.

US  President  Donald  Trump’s

meeting  with  executives  from

crypto  firms  such  as  Coinbase

Global  and  Payward  was  also

taken  as  a  positive  indication

about  the  administration’s

favourable stance to crypto.

Institutional buyers returned to

the  market  this  week,  with  the

US-listed  spot  Bitcoin  ex-

change-traded funds set to clock

their largest weekly inflows

since January. Collectively,

13 ETFs have seen inflows

of over $1 billion so far this

week,  further  driving  the

bullish mood in crypto.

Bitcoin  remains  far  below

its peak near $126,000 seen

in  October  2025,  followed

by a major sell-off that bot-

tomed out at $58,642 in late

June 2026.

Govt-backed coal mines
achieve record production in FY26
New Delhi, Oct 23 :  Coal

mines allocated and auctioned

under the government's Nomi-

nated Authority  (NA)  frame-

work  -- Talabira  II &amp;  III

Open  Cast  Coal  Mine  --  in

Odisha achieved record produc-

tion and dispatch in FY26, pro-

ducing 19.14 MT and dispatch-

ing 17.69 MT, an official state-

ment said on Friday.

The  Central  government’s  ef-

forts  to  strengthen  domestic

coal production and energy se-

curity  are  being  reinforced

through  coal  mines  allocated

and auctioned under the Nomi-

nated Authority  (NA)  frame-

work,  the  statement  from  the

Ministry of Coal said.

Talabira II &amp; III Open Cast

Coal Mine, allocated to NLC

India  Ltd.  on  May  2,  2016

under this framework, demon-

strated  'strong  performance

across  production,  dispatch,

technology  adoption,  safety,

environmental  management,

employment and community

development'. Located across

Sambalpur  and  Jharsuguda

districts,  the  mine  has

emerged as a significant con-

tributor  to  domestic  coal

availability.
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Sooryavanshi in focus as India step
out for milestone T20I against New Zealand
Christchurch, Oct 23 : Vaibhav Sooryavanshi's

potential return has grabbed the headlines

again as India gear up to face New Zealand in

the second T20I of the five-match series at

Hagley Oval here on Saturday.

India, the reigning two-time T20 World Cham-

pions, will be stepping onto the field for their

300th T20I match and will be looking to double

up their 1-0 lead in the series after they won a

run-scoring feast at the same venue on Thurs-

day. That was also India's highest T20I chase

as the likes of Sanju Samson, Abhishek

Sharma, Shreyas Iyer and Naman Dhir starred

in the 226-run chase. Now they are likely to

get the addition of Sooryavanshi as Ishan

Kishan is out of the second match due to a low-

grade right adductor strain.

Sooryavanshi, if he gets the nod, would be lick-

ing his lips as the second match will also be

played at the same venue and on the same pitch

which hosted the 455-run feast across the two

innings. That might also mean that the used

surface can have something in it for the

bowlers, with likely wear and tear expected

too. With Sooryavanshi likely to return, India

are likely to open with two left-handers in

Sooryavanshi and Abhishek Sharma and shift

Samson to No.3. This might also open the win-

dow for the Kiwis to bring an off-spinner up

front, at which India struggled during the T20

World Cup 2026. New Zealand would be

happy to take the game to the last over despite

the start India had and dew being there in

Christchurch in the opener. But they would

want to make a comeback sooner rather than

later, as another defeat would make a come-

back way too far in the five-match series.

'We are really looking forward to it':
Harleen eyes inaugural Women's Champions Trophy
Vadodara, Oct 23 (IANS) India bat-

ter Harleen Deol said being world

champions brings 'a little pressure'

but is also a privilege as the team looks

ahead to the inaugural ICC Women’s

Champions Trophy, scheduled to be

held in India from February 14 to 28,

2027.

India, who won the Women’s ODI

World Cup in 2025, will aim to build

on that success as they begin their

three-match ODI series against Zim-

babwe on Friday.

"Definitely, we’re looking forward to

it. Obviously we are world champi-

ons, and obviously that adds a little

pressure on us, and it’s a privilege,

and we’re grateful for it, and we’re

really looking forward to the cycle,”

Harleen told broadcasters ahead of

the match.

The inaugural edition of the Women’s

Champions Trophy will be another

major assignment for India.

Taskin back as Bangladesh
name squad for first West Indies Test
New Delhi, Oct 23 : Taskin Ahmed

has made his return as Bangladesh

named their squad for the first of the

two Test matches against the West

Indies at home.

Taskin was rested for Bangladesh's

previous Test against Afghanistan in

Abu Dhabi, which was a heroic draw

for Afghanistan. Taskin, who had

wished Hasan Mahmud for his hat-

trick in the Afghanistan Test, is now

back in the squad in place of Khaled

Ahmed for the Test that will begin

on October 28 in Mirpur.

White-ball captain Litton Das, who

missed the ODI tri-series in the UAE

due to a hip injury, has also been in-

cluded, while Soumya Sarkar has

been dropped from the 15-member

team after he warmed the benches

against Australia and Afghanistan.

His last Test came more than five

years back in February 2021.

Harmeet, Yashaswini assure
historic medal for India at Asian TT Championships
Tashkent, Oct 23 :  India's

Harmeet Desai and Yashaswini

Ghorpade  achieved  a  signifi-

cant  milestone  when  the  duo

assured a medal for India in the

mixed  doubles  at  the Asian

Table Tennis Championships in

Tashkent on Friday.

The  Indian  pair  marched  into

the semifinal to assure a medal

for India in the mixed doubles

event at the Asian TT Champi-

onships for the first time after

72  years. The  last  time  India

won a mixed doubles medal at

the event was in 1954.

Harmeet  and Yashaswini  as-

sured  themselves of at  least a

bronze by marching in the semifinals in the

mixed event. They defeated South Korea's

Park Ganghyeon and Lee Daeun 3-2 in the

quarterfinal to confirm a medal.

Harmeet and Yashaswini will now be fac-

ing  Japan's  Sora  Matsushima  and  Miwa

Harimoto in the semifinal for a place in the

final.

Another Indian mixed pair, Payas Jain and

Syndrela  Das,  missed  out  on  assuring  a

medal when they lost to China's Yi Chen

and Huang Youzheng in the quarterfinal 0-

3.

Harmeet  was  part  of  the  recent Asian

Games, but missed out on a medal  in all

three events in which he took part. He was

seen  in  action  in  the  Men's Team  event,

where India advanced to the round of 16

but lost to South Korea. He partnered with Yashaswini in the mixed

doubles, where they reached the quarterfinals but lost to China's

Lin Shidong and Kuai Man.

He was also in action in the men's doubles event with Sathiyan

Gnanasekaran; however, they bowed out in the third round after

losing to Japan's Sora Matsushima and Shunsuke Togami.

Yashaswini also returned empty-handed from the Asian Games.

She  lost  in  the  women's  singles  third  round  to  Japan's  Miwa

Harimoto. Yashaswini and Diya Chitale had reached the women's

doubles  quarter-finals  before  being beaten 0-3 by China's Fan

Shuhan and Chen Yi.

Badminton: Sindhu
storms into BWF French Open semifinals
Paris, Oct 23 : Indian badminton ace and two-time Olym-

pic medallist PV Sindhu sailed into the semifinal of the

BWF French Open, beating Chinese Taipei’s Chiu Pin-

Chian 21-13, 21-14 in Paris on Friday.

The Indian made a good start, winning the first game 21-

13. She took that momentum into the second game and

led 11-2 at the interval. Chiu showed signs of fightback,

but Sindhu closed out the win, taking the game 21-14.

Asian Para Games:
Thulasimathi-Manasi clinch gold in
Women’s Doubles SL3-SU5
Nagoya, Oct 23 :  India's

Thulasimathi Murugesan and

Manasi Joshi clinched the gold

medal in the Women's Doubles

SL3-SU5  category  at  the

Aichi-Nagoya  2026 Asian

Para Games.

The Indian duo defeated reign-

ing World Champions Qiuxia

Yang  and  Zuxian  Xiao  of

China in straight games, 21-16

and 21-13 to avenge their loss

in the 2025 Asian Champion-

ships final to claim the coveted

medal.

With this medal, Thulasimathi

&amp; Manasi upgrade their

silver  from the previous edi-

tion to gold. Earlier in the day,

Thulasimathi teamed up with

Nitesh Kumar to bag silver in

the Mixed Doubles SL3-SU5.

The Indian pair lost 21-11, 19-

21, 14-21 to Indonesia’s Leani

Ratri  Oktila  and  Hikmat

Ramdani in the final. Thulasi

also bagged a silver medal in

the women's  singles SU5 af-

ter losing to Yang of China 21-

18, 21-21-11 in the final.
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