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3rd T20I: Abhishek's mayhem powers

India to series-sealing win over New Zealand
Abhishek Sharma's record-break-

ing show powered India to a se-

ries-sealing win over New

Zealand in the third T20I at Hnry

Stadium in Wellington on Tues-

day. Abhishek was....

Dalmia Bharat slips into
Rs 205 crore loss in Q2
on one-time exceptional charge
Dalmia Bharat Limited on Tues-

day reported a consolidated net

loss of Rs 205 crore for the quar-

ter ended...

Will be held accountable even

after retirement : Jagan Reddy warns police officials
Pulivendula (Andhra Pradesh),

Oct 27 : Former Chief Minister and

YSR Congress Party president Y. S.

Jagan Mohan Reddy said on Tues-

day that an attack on any YSRCP

worker would be treated as an at-

tack on himself and warned that

police officials responsible for in-

justice would be held accountable

even after retirement.  He told po-

lice officials that they are not work-

ing for Chief Minister Chandrababu

Naidu but under the Constitution.

They must remember the three li-

ons on their caps and their consti-

tutional oath, he said. He was ad-

dressing party cadres in his home

constituency, Pulivendula in YSR

Kadapa district, ahead of local body

elections. The YSRCP chief

slammed the ruling coalition for its

unfair conduct of elections on an

uneven playing field and affirmed

that the government is resorting to

such undemocratic tactics as it has

failed to fulfil poll promises and is

scared of polls. The former Chief

Minister said elections should

be held on a level playing field

where all players should be

given equal opportunity, unlike

the ongoing local body elec-

tions which are rigged by mis-

using official machinery and

preventing the Opposition from

filing nomination papers.

He remarked that arrests, cases

and harassment are nothing

new to YSRCP. The party was

born in Opposition and over-

came every difficulty with pub-

lic support, he said.

Chandrababu Naidu hits
out at INDIA Bloc over SIR, EVMs
Amaravati, Oct 27 : Andhra Pradesh Chief Min-

ister, N. Chandrababu Naidu, on Tuesday criticised

the INDIA Bloc for opposing the Special Inten-

sive Revision (SIR) of the electoral rolls and use

of Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs).

Stating that EVMs were introduced under the

Congress government, he said the same ma-

chines were considered reliable earlier but now

Opposition parties are finding fault with them

after their defeat.

The Telugu Desam Party (TDP) National Presi-

dent was addressing a joint press conference

with Deputy Chief Minister and Jana Sena

leader Pawan Kalyan and state BJP president

P.V.N. Madhav. “When

the Congress initiated the

EVMs, the machines

were very good. Now

that you are losing elec-

tions, you are blaming

the same machines. How

can you justify this? Be-

fore criticising, everyone

must think,” he said and

remarked that the Oppo-

sition parties need

people’s trust and not

machine’s trust.

TTD EO credits teamwork for

successful twin Brahmotsavams
Tirupati, Oct 27 : TTD Executive Officer

M. Ravichandra has credited the successful

conduct of the annual and Navaratri

Brahmotsavams of Lord Venkateswara at

Tirumala to the coordinated efforts of offic-

ers and employees across all departments.

Reviewing departmental performance at a

meeting in Tirupati on Tuesday, he appreci-

ated the seamless coordination that ensured

smooth Vahana Sevas, Moolavirat darshan

and improved facilities for devotees.

Ravichandra lauded the Garden and Electri-

cal departments for floral decorations and il-

luminations, the Annaprasadam department

for serving quality food to lakhs of devotees,

and the Health and Security departments for

maintaining sanitation and safety.

PM Modi and Liechtenstein's
Prince discuss deepening cooperation across sectors
New Delhi, Oct 27 : Prime

Minister Narendra Modi held

a meeting with Liechtenstein's

Prince Alois and Princess

Sophie at the Hyderabad House

in New Delhi on Tuesday, dis-

cussing ways to further deepen

cooperation in trade, innova-

tion, science and technology,

skill development and people-

to-people ties.

During the meeting, the two

sides reaffirmed their commitment to working to-

gether to reform and strengthen multilateral insti-

tutions, including the United Nations. They wel-

comed the positive momentum generated by the In-

dia-European Free Trade Association (EFTA) Trade

and Economic Partnership Agreement (TEPA) and

reaffirmed their commitment to strengthen bilat-

eral partnership.

"PM Narendra Modi held extensive discussions

with H.S.H. Hereditary Prince Alois of

Liechtenstein and H.R.H. Hereditary Princess

Sophie at Hyderabad House today. The leaders re-

viewed the entire spectrum of India–Liechtenstein relations

and discussed ways to further deepen cooperation in trade

and investment, innovation, science and technology, skill de-

velopment and people-to-people ties," the Ministry of Exter-

nal Affairs (MEA) wrote on X.

Bhatti calls for scientific research

to preserve India’s Ayurvedic heritage

Hyderabad, Oct 27 : Deputy Chief Minister Bhatti

Vikramarka has called for preserving India’s rich

Ayurvedic heritage while according greater impor-

tance to scientific research, observing that health is

the greatest wealth in human life.

Speaking at the Dhanvantari Maha Yagam held at

Sri Dhanvantari Temple in Kanakkoor, Kerala, on

Tuesday, he highlighted the importance of health

protection, Ayurveda, public health and social re-

sponsibility. Bhatti Vikramarka said good health

meant more than merely being free from disease.

Physical well-being, mental peace, emotional sta-

bility and a fulfilling life were equally important

components of overall health.

Visakhapatnam, Nov 27 : The very se-

vere cyclonic storm ‘Arnab’ in the Bay of

Bengal moved closer to the Andhra

Pradesh coast on Tuesday, triggering heavy

rain accompanied by gusty winds and high

tidal waves at a few places as the state

administration went on high alert to pre-

vent loss of life and property.  India Me-

teorological Department (IMD) has issued

a red alert for Andhra Pradesh as the cy-

clone is likely to cross the coast between

Bapatla and Visakhapatnam on Wednes-

day. According to latest IMD bulletin

‘Arnab’ over Westcentral Bay of Bengal

moved west-northwestwards with a

speed of 18 kmph during past 6 hours.

Cyclone ‘Arnab’ moves closer to

Andhra coast, triggering heavy rain, gusty winds

Ponguleti warns revenue
officials over delays in farmer grievance redressal
Hyderabad, Oct 27  : Revenue, Housing, and I&PR

Minister Ponguleti Srinivasa Reddy issued a stern warn-

ing to revenue department personnel on Tuesday, cau-

tioning that strict disciplinary action would be taken

against officials who fail to resolve public grievances,

particularly those of farmers, in a timely manner.   Speak-

ing at an extensive review meeting of the Revenue, Reg-

istration, and Housing departments for the erstwhile

Medak district at the Sangareddy Collectorate, the Min-

ister expressed dissatisfaction over the pace of adminis-

tration, noting that despite repeated directives, revenue

functioning has yet to

meet expected stan-

dards.    Highlighting

the State government's

ambitious comprehen-

sive land resurvey

project, Ponguleti

Srinivasa Reddy stated

that the initiative aims

to permanently resolve

long-standing land dis-

putes and bring complete transparency to

land records. The government has set a tar-

get to complete the resurvey of all agricul-

tural lands and abadi properties within 18

months, he said.

 During the meeting, the Minister directly

questioned several tahsildars

and field surveyors regarding

daily operational metrics, sur-

vey methodologies, village al-

location coverage, and project

timelines.

Balka Suman slams

CM Revanth over Tummidi hatti talks
Hyderabad, Oct 27  : Former MLA Balka Suman on

Tuesday accused Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy of

diverting public attention from farmers’ problems

through talks with Maharashtra over the proposed

Tummidi Hatti barrage.

Speaking at a media conference at Telangana Bhavan

here, Suman alleged that farmers were struggling with

inadequate water and electricity while the

Congress government was engaging in po-

litical theatrics. He demanded that the gov-

ernment release the detailed project report

(DPR) for Tummidi Hatti.

“Vigilance Awareness Week 2026”
organized by the Banjara Hills
branch of Dhanalakshmi Bank
On the occasion of Vigilance

Awareness Week 2026, the

Banjara Hills branch of

Dhanalakshmi Bank organized an

event themed "Probity...
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Rajanna Sircilla, October

27: K. Srujana, the First Ad-

ditional Junior Civil Judge of

Sircilla, stated that everyone

must act responsibly to pre-

vent sexual crimes against

children. She spoke while

participating in an awareness

program held at the Kusuma

Ramayya Boys’ High School

in Sircilla town. The pro-

gram,  t i t l ed  “Surakshi t

Bachpan Abhiyan,” is being

conducted across the district

in schools—under the guid-

ance of Distr ict  Principal

Judge and District Legal Ser-

vices Authority Chairperson

P. Neeraja—with the aim of

fostering awareness about

children’s rights. She empha-

sized that, under the POCSO

(Protection of Children from

Sexual Offences) Act, any

incidents involving sexual

abuse or inappropriate behav-

ior toward children should be

No forced sale of fertilisers with urea,

violators will face action: Assam Minister
Guwahati, Oct 27 : Assam

Agriculture Minister Pijush

Hazarika on Tuesday issued

a stern warning to fertiliser

dealers allegedly forcing

farmers to purchase addi-

tional products along with

urea, saying the state government

would take strict legal action

against those found indulging in

such unfair trade practices.

Speaking to reporters, Hazarika

said complaints had reached him

that some fertiliser dealers in parts

Mumbai, Oct 27 : General Ad-

ministration Department in-

charge Minister Ashish Shelar on

Tuesday announced in the Leg-

islative Assembly that a commit-

tee comprising members from

both Houses of the Maharashtra

Legislature will be constituted to

recommend measures for regu-

lating transfers of government

employees, ensuring faster dis-

posal of official files and enhanc-

ing transparency in government

functioning.

Senior MLA Sudhir

Mungantiwar had presented the

non-government bill – The

Maharashtra Government Em-

ployees' Transfer Regulation and

Prevention of Delay in Discharge

of Official Duties (Amendment)

Bill, 2025 (Maharashtra Legis-

lative Assembly Bill No. 16 of

2025).

While presenting the Bill,

Mungantiwar proposed that

transfers of government employ-

ees should be carried out strictly

within the prescribed timelines

and that Artificial Intelligence

(AI) should be leveraged in the

transfer process to ensure fair-

ness and efficiency.

Maha govt to form joint

committee to recommend reforms

in employees’ transfer policy

Anti-Maoist operation in Bijapur:

Explosives, BGL launcher recovered
Bijapur, Oct 27 : Security forces have recovered

a suspected Naxal dump containing a large quan-

tity of explosives and other materials during an

anti-Maoist operation in Bijapur district of

Chhattisgarh. The operation was carried out on

Tuesday by a joint team of Basaguda police and

the District Reserve Guard (DRG) in the forest

area near Pegadapalli village.

During the operation, security personnel appre-

hended a suspected Maoist aide identified as

Bogam Lakhmu, 39, the son of Pandu and a resi-

dent of Chinnagelur under Tarrem police station

limits, police said. According to the police,

Lakhmu was questioned after being detained dur-

ing the search operation.

During police questioning, he allegedly admitted

to working as a member of the Chinnagelur unit

of the Dandakaranya Adivasi Kisan Mazdoor

Sangh (DAKMS), an organisation associated with

the banned CPI-Maoist.

Police said that Lakhmu also admitted to trans-

porting and concealing Maoist-related materials

and explosives in the forest.

"A search of his possession led to the recovery of

Rs 50,050 in cash, one BGL launcher, 18 BGL

cells, 12 arrow bombs, one hand grenade, 15 live

.303 rounds, 31 BGL cartridges, one empty INSAS

magazine, electrical wire, three-round charg-

ers and one emitter lead," the police added.

According to the police, the recovered mate-

rials were sealed as per procedure and a sei-

zure panchnama was prepared.

Bijapur Superintendent of Police Umesh

Prasad Gupta said continuous anti-Maoist

operations are being conducted across the dis-

trict to curb extremist activities and disrupt

the supply and storage of arms and explosive

materials. Police said the accused has been

booked under relevant provisions of the Ex-

plosives Act and other applicable laws. He

was subsequently produced before a court and

sent to judicial remand. The operation is be-

ing viewed by police as another significant

step towards disrupting Maoist networks and

their logistical support system in the region.

The police team is said to be on the alert to

nab any other individual who might have been

in touch with the arrested man.

Everyone Must Act

Responsibly to Prevent Sexual

Crimes Against Children

Govt’s apathy has crippled

healthcare services in Odisha : BJD
Bhubaneswar, Oct 27 :

Amid disruptions in

healthcare services caused by

the indefinite strike by doc-

tors across the state since

Tuesday over a 10-point char-

ter of demands, the opposi-

tion Biju Janata Dal (BJD) on

Tuesday launched a scathing

attack on the state govern-

ment, alleging that its indif-

ferent and negligent attitude

had led to the complete col-

lapse of healthcare services

across the state.

The BJD further added that

from post-mortem examina-

tions to OPD, IPD, treatment

of outdoor patients, and medi-

cal care for patients admitted

to hospitals, every aspect of

healthcare has been severely

affected.

Addressing a press confer-

ence, Debi Prasad Mishra,

BJD Senior Vice-President

and former Health Minister,

said that on January 9, 2026,

discussions were held be-

tween the Health Secretary,

the Health Minister and of-

fice-bearers of the Odisha

Medical Services Association

(OMSA) regarding the doc-

tors' 10-point charter of demands.

He added that the government had

assured that a committee under the

chairmanship of the Additional

Chief Secretary would be consti-

tuted and that a solution would be

found within two to three months.

"Unfortunately, the committee

could not be constituted because

the Additional Chief Secretary,

who was to chair it, went on leave

and subsequently retired.

As a result, after waiting for six

months, OMSA served a strike

notice effective from July 1, ob-

served as National Doctors' Day,"

said Mishra.

He said that despite a meeting

with the government on June 2,

no concrete assurance or written

commitment on the doctors' de-

mands was given.

He said the government again

failed to give any credible assur-

ance during the June 30 meet-

ing, leaving the doctors with no

option but to continue the strike,

which has severely disrupted

healthcare services across the

state.

"The state government should

immediately intervene and re-

store normal healthcare ser-

vices. Immediate steps must be

taken to ensure that patients

are not deprived of medical

treatment. If any unfortunate

incident occurs, the state gov-

ernment will be solely re-

sponsible," stated Mishra.

Meanwhile, in a significant

development, the Health and

Family Welfare Department

on Friday wrote to the Odisha

Medical Services Association

(OMSA), inviting the doc-

tors' body for a discussion

with Health Minister Mukesh

Mahaling at 11.30 a.m. on

Saturday.

"The unders igned  i s  d i -

rected to invite reference to

the  subjec t  ment ioned

above and to say that the

Hon'ble Minister,  Health

&amp; FW has been pleased

to have a discussion on dif-

ferent demands of Odisha

Medical Service Associa-

tion (OMSA) with the State

Executives of OMSA on

04.07.2026 at 11.30 AM in

the  Off ice  Chamber  of

Hon'ble Minister,  Health

&amp; FW," reads the letter.

Social media photos to fake loans: Inside

AI deepfake scam busted by Gujarat Police
Ahmedabad, Oct 27 : The

Ahmedabad Cyber Crime Branch

has arrested three more alleged

individuals in an inter-state cyber

fraud racket that police say used

artificial intelligence-generated

deepfake videos to manipulate

Aadhaar authentication systems,

illegally change registered mobile

numbers and obtain loans in the

names of unsuspecting victims by

hijacking their digital identities.

The latest arrests bring the total

number of accused in the case to

seven, while one accused, Oli

Ullah from Assam, remains ab-

sconding.

The case was registered at the

Cyber Crime Police Station,

Ahmedabad City, under Bharatiya

Nyaya Sanhita, 2023 Sections

61(2)(a), 336(2) and 336(3), along

with Sections 43(a), 43(b), 43(i),

66 and 66(C) of the Information

Technology Act, following a com-

plaint that unknown persons had

illegally obtained personal data,

altered Aadhaar-linked mobile

numbers and used forged identi-

ties to open bank accounts and

obtain loans.

According to the Cyber Crime

Branch, the accused gained

unauthorised access to platforms

and services, including the Na-

tional Informatics Centre’s

DigiLocker, UIDAI Online Ser-

vices, IDFC Bank, Kotak

Mahindra Bank, City Union

Bank, and Jio Payments Bank,

by manipulating biometric and

demographic records and creat-

ing forged electronic documents.

Police identified the newly ar-

rested accused as Krishna

Prajapati, 22, a resident of

Kushinagar district in Uttar

Pradesh; Kazimuddin, 49, from

Morigaon district in Assam; and

Rabbul Hussain, 24, also from

Morigaon district. Both

Kazimuddin and Rabbul are the

masterminds behind the fraud

network. Officials said four ac-

cused had already been arrested

earlier in the investigation.

Investigators alleged that the

gang targeted financially stable

individuals by using GST-related

platforms such as MastersIndia

and Peridot to obtain GST num-

bers and PAN card details.

Assam Rifles hands

over 18.8 acres for

Dimapur airport expansion

in Nagaland
Kohima, Oct 27  : A joint

execution programme for

the handing over and tak-

ing over of 18.8 acres of

land presently occupied by

the Assam Rifles Training

Centre and School at

Chumoukedima to the Air-

ports Authority of India

(AAI) for the expansion of

Dimapur Airport was held

on Tuesday, officials said.

A senior Nagaland govern-

ment official said the

programme was attended

by Dimapur Airport Direc-

tor Moa Pongen, Assam

Rifles Commandant K.D.

Sharma and several other

senior officials of the state

government.

During the programme,

officials inspected the

identified 18.8-acre area

situated within the pre-

mises of the Assam Rifles

Training Centre and

School in Chumoukedima

district.

Odisha Police to organise
workshops to hone
cyber investigation skills of  cops
Bhubaneswar, Oct 27 :  Director General of Po-

lice (DGP) of Odisha Y.B. Khurania on Tuesday

said the state police department will soon organise

Cyber Crime Investigation workshops across the

state aiming to enhance the technological skills of

police personnel to rein in rising cases of cyber

crime in the state.

Addressing a state level training programme on

‘Cyber Crime Investigation &amp; Cyber Intelli-

gence' at Cyber Complex here on Monday,

Khurania said: “Such workshops related to 'Cyber

Crime Investigation' will be organised at all range

and district levels across the state in the coming

days to prevent cybercrime. Officers from all the

ranks, starting from constables to the higher ups,

will participate in these workshops. These

workshops will be of great help to the of-

ficers in effective investigation of

cybercrimes and hone their skills in a short

period of time.” Emphasising the need to

organise such workshops throughout the

state, DGP Khurania further added that to

deal with the invisible cyber criminals

through the use of infrastructure and tech-

nology, it is very important for the police

officials to improve their skills and undergo

continuous training for this.

of the state were making it

mandatory for farmers to buy

three or four other products

along with urea.

ggggg Launch of the “Surakshit Bachpan Abhiyan” (Safe

Childhood Campaign) – an awareness program in

schools to prevent sexual crimes against children.

ggggg Students must be educated about the POCSO Act.

ggggg K. Srujana, First Additional Junior Civil Judge,

Sircilla.

reported to the relevant au-

thorities without fear. She

urged everyone to act respon-

sibly in ensuring immediate

protection and legal assis-

tance for affected children.

Furthermore, she advised that

such crimes should never be

concealed; instead, they must

be reported to the appropri-

ate authorities as required by

law.

She also stressed the impor-

tance of maintaining the con-

fidentiality of the victims’

personal details while pro-

viding them with the neces-

sary psychological strength

and reassurance. Headmaster

L. Motilal, Lok Adalat mem-

ber Dr. Chintoju Bhaskar, ad-

voca tes  Penta  Sr in ivas ,

Adepu Venu, Kalyani, and

Kunta Srinivas, along with

teachers and female students,

participated in this awareness

program.
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Protest against Mallikarjun Kharge’s
remarks : BJP District President Reddaboyina Gopi

g BJP holds demonstration

at Ambedkar Chowrasta;

effigy burnt

g Inappropriate remarks

against Prime Minister

Narendra Modi will not be

tolerated

Rajanna Sircilla, Oct 27: In protest against the alleged inap-

propriate remarks made by Congress national president

Mallikarjun Kharge regarding Prime Minister Narendra Modi,

the Rajanna Sircilla district unit of the Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP) staged a demonstration on Tuesday at Ambedkar

Chowrasta in the district headquarters. During the protest, BJP

leaders and workers burnt an effigy of Mallikarjun Kharge

and raised slogans against the stance of the Congress party.

The event was presided over by the BJP’s Rajanna Sircilla

district president, Reddaboyina Gopi. Speaking on the occa-

sion, Gopi stated that the comments made by Kharge—dur-

ing a meeting in Patna, Bihar—directed at Prime Minister

Narendra Modi were highly objectionable. He emphasized that

political leaders should use respectful language when refer-

ring to the Prime Minister of the country, and that political

criticism should be confined to policies, governance, and pub-

lic issues. He added that making personal remarks about the

Prime Minister’s family members is contrary to healthy po-

litical culture. While ac-

knowledging that there is

room for criticism in a de-

mocracy, he asserted that

there is no place for personal

slurs or abuse. The following

individuals participated in

this protest: BJP State leader

Matta Venkateswar Reddy;

Parliamentary Co-convener

Adepu Ravinder; District

General Secretaries Ponnala

Tirupati Reddy and Sirikonda

Srinivas; District Vice-Presi-

dent Mallarapu Santosh

Reddy; SC Morcha District

President Udugula Yadagiri;

OBC Morcha District Presi-

dent Regula Santosh Babu;

ST Morcha District President

Kiran Naik; Religious Cell

District Convener Dr.

Satyanarayana; as well as

Dumala Srikanth, Saulla

Kranthi, and others.

Hyderabad, Oct 27 :

Gujjula Raj Kumar has re-

ceived an invitation to an in-

ternational youth conference

to be held in London for two

days, on December 17th and

Gujjula Raj Kumar to attend the

World Youth Leadership Conference 2026
18th, 2026. For

the past 25 years,

Raj Kumar has

been actively in-

volved in various

social service ini-

tiatives, earning

him recognition

across the country.

He has also been

honored with sev-

eral awards.

Kadapa District

October 27: The

Telugu Desam

Party (TDP) has

b r e a c h e d

Pulivendula—the

stronghold of

former Chief Min-

ister Jagan—in the

local body elec-

tions. Out of the 65

MPTC (Mandal

Parishad Territorial

C o n s t i t u e n c y )

seats in the con-

stituency, the TDP

has won 64, all of

which were se-

cured unani-

mously. Addition-

ally, the party has

won three out of

the seven ZPTC

(Zilla Parishad Ter-

ritorial Constitu-

ency) seats. In

Vempalle mandal,

the TDP won 17

out of 18 MPTC

seats. Furthermore,

in the Pulivendula

municipality.

Jagan’s stronghold
shattered... TDP
wins seats unopposed
in Pulivendula!
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New Delhi, Oct 27 :

Bharatiya Janata Party Na-

tional Spokesperson Gaurav

Bhatia on Tuesday targeted

the Bhagwant Mann govern-

ment for the deteriorating law

and order situation in Punjab.

Citing three tragic incidents

of murder in the last 24 to 36

hours, Bhatia said people are

being killed in broad day-

light, but the Chief Minister

does not have time to look

into the worsening security

situation.

Bhatia said the government

should tell under which sec-

tions FIRs have been regis-

tered for these crimes, ques-

tioning the Chief Minister’s

silence over the incidents.

He also demanded account-

ability of the government to-

wards the safety of the pub-

lic. He alleged that crime,

drug, and suicide incidents

L
ok Sabha Speaker Om Birla held a meeting

with UAE's Federal National Council

Speaker Saqr Ghobash on the sidelines of

the 12th BRICS Parliamentary Forum 2026 in New

Delhi on Monday, with discussions centering on

expanding cooperation in education, youth ex-

changes, trade, investment and people-to-people

ties. Both sides explored opportunities to share best

practices in digital governance through Digital

Sansad, Artificial Intelligence (AI), parliamentary

committee functioning and the Online Assurance

Monitoring System. During the meeting, Birla and

Ghobash reaffirmed their commitment to further

strengthen the historic bonds of friendship between

India and the UAE through enhanced parliamen-

tary cooperation, regular dialogue and exchanges

of parliamentary delegations. "Delighted to host

H.E. Mr. Saqr Ghobash, Speaker of the Federal

National Council of the UAE, on the sidelines of

the 12th BRICS Parliamentary Forum 2026. We

reaffirmed our commitment to further strengthen-

ing the historic bonds of friendship between India

and the UAE through enhanced parliamentary co-

operation, regular dialogue and exchanges of par-

liamentary delegations. We also explored opportu-

nities to share best practices in digital governance

through Digital Sansad, artificial intelligence, par-

liamentary committee functioning and the Online

Assurance Monitoring System," Birla posted on X.

"Emphasising the shared aspirations of Viksit

Bharat and the UAE’s We the UAE 2031 vision,

we discussed expanding cooperation in trade, in-

vestment, education, youth exchanges and people-

to-people ties. We also recognised the India-UAE

Parliamentary Friendship Group as an important

bridge connecting parliamentarians of our two na-

tions," he added.

During the meeting, Birla and Ghobash exchanged

views on regional developments and underscored

the importance of dialogue and diplomacy in pro-

moting peace and stability. Birla expressed appre-

ciation for UAE’s support for India on global plat-

forms and reaffirmed New Delhi's commitment to

deepening the enduring strategic partnership for

mutual prosperity.

Lok Sabha extended a warm welcome to Saqr

Ghobash as he arrived in New Delhi on Sunday to

attend the 12th BRICS Parliamentary Forum.

In a post on X, Lok Sabha stated, "Lok Sabha ex-

tends a warm welcome to H.E. Saqr Ghobash,

Speaker of the Federal National Council of the

United Arab Emirates and Head of the UAE Del-

egation, on his arrival in New Delhi for the 12th

BRICS Parliamentary Forum 2026. He was received

by Shri Gulam Ali, MP."

The Forum, which commenced earlier in the day,

has brought together parliamentary leaders from

BRICS member and partner countries to discuss

ways to strengthen parliamentary cooperation and

advance people-centric development.

India and UAE explore opportunities to

share best practices in digital governance

Egyptian parliament authorises

Sisi to take measures to support Saudi Arabia
Cairo, Oct 27 : Egypt's parlia-

ment on Tuesday approved

authorising President Abdel

Fattah El-Sisi to take measures

to support Saudi Arabia, accord-

ing to a statement by the

parliament's general secretariat.

The parliament approved the

authorisation by a two-thirds

majority during a plenary ses-

sion, the statement said.

The authorisation allows the

president to take necessary mea-

sures to support and defend

Saudi Arabia, its sovereignty and

its holy sites against any exter-

nal attacks, in accordance with a

decision adopted by Egypt's Na-

tional Defence Council on Oc-

tober 18, the statement added.

On October 17, Sisi said Egypt

was prepared to take "any mea-

sures" requested by Saudi Arabia

to defend the kingdom's security

and sovereignty, but stressed that

such action "requires parliamen-

tary approval." He called for an

emergency parliamentary ses-

sion to authorise intervention if

requested, while stressing that he

was speaking "strictly in terms

of defence" rather than waging

war. Later on, Egypt's official

MENA news agency reported

that Egypt's parliament post-

poned a vote on authorising the

military to defend Saudi Arabia

until October 26. The develop-

ment came amid escalating hos-

tilities between Yemen's Houthis

and Saudi Arabia, with both

sides exchanging attacks and

military warnings in recent days.

Saudi airstrikes hit Yemen's capi-

tal Sanaa on Monday morning as

the Houthi group claimed new

missile and drone attacks on tar-

gets in Saudi Arabia and south-

ern Yemen. The Houthi-run me-

dia outlet Al-Masirah TV re-

ported the airstrikes were "Saudi

aggression" against Sanaa. Local

residents told Xinhua they heard

loud explosions across the city.

Details about the locations hit,

casualties.

BJP slams Punjab CM

for daylight murders, poor law and order
are on the rise in Punjab and the

government is giving protection to

the criminals.

“Bhagwant Maan has pushed

Punjab towards Gundaraj and

Jungleraj. If it is said that sinful

AAP has now become ‘Arajak

Apradh Party’, it will not be

wrong,” he said.

Bhatia said open a newspaper or

watch the news on television, and

you will see crime reports from

Punjab every day.

“Incidents like murder, drug

abuse, and suicide are constantly

occurring.

Bhagwant Mann's government

protects criminals and murderers,

while the only ones who suffer and

are oppressed are the people of

Punjab,” he said.

The three incidents mentioned by

Bhatia included an incident in

Moga district in which armed as-

sassins arrived in a black Scorpio

and opened fire on two young

men. Both were killed, and

several others were injured.

“According to reports, the

lawlessness in Punjab is such

that this black Scorpio was

running without a license

plate, and illegal weapons

were being used in broad day-

light.  Two people were mur-

dered, yet Bhagwant Mann

remained silent,” said Bhatia.

The BJP leader said Chief

Minister Mann has time to go

on foreign trips, time to buy

expensive foreign goods, but

the people of Punjab, whom

it was his responsibility to

serve, are being murdered,

and the Chief Minister of the

anarchic crime party is sitting

silent.

Foreign policy remarks must reflect

Bangladesh govt position, not

minister's personal opinions: Report
Dhaka, Oct 27 :  The government of Bangladesh

should ensure that remarks made by ministers on

foreign policy matters convey the official posi-

tion of the State, rather than the personal perspec-

tives of the individual concerned, a report has

stated. Bangladesh’s State Minister for Foreign

Affairs, Humaiun Kobir, said the country has ex-

pressed interest in joining the Mecca agreement

involving Pakistan, Turkey and Saudi Arabia. He

has also argued that participation of Muslim-ma-

jority countries in such a security arrangement

would not be unusual. Reports, however, indicate

that Dhaka has not formally decided to join the

pact — a distinction that matters, a report in

Bangladesh's 'Daily Sun' mentioned this week.

“If the government has decided to explore the

possibility of joining the agreement, it should

say so clearly. If discussions are still at an early

stage, that should also be made clear. And if

Humaiun Kobir was merely expressing his

personal assessment rather than announcing

an official government decision, then the gov-

ernment should clarify that without delay,” it

mentioned, The report further noted that con-

troversy surrounding Kobir’s dual citizenship

should, for instance, have been relatively

straightforward to resolve.

Quetta, Oct 27 :  A leading

human rights organisation on

Tuesday condemned

Balochistan Chief Minister

Sarfraz Bugti’s threats to

“burn and demolish” local

people's orchards and arrest

their owners in Mastung dis-

trict of the province, describ-

ing the remarks as “deeply

alarming and condemnable.”

The criticism came after

Bugti, speaking at an event at

the Central Police Office in

Quetta on Friday, warned that

orchard owners would be

treated as facilitators if the

provincial interior minister or

security forces are attacked

from within the orchards in

Rights body slams Balochistan CM’s threat to destroy orchards, arrest owners in Mastung
Mastung. Bugti said that if the use

of private properties for militant

activities continued, the govern-

ment would have two options: ei-

ther relocate residents on a large

scale and resettle them elsewhere,

or “eliminate” the orchards alleg-

edly being used for such acts, Pa-

kistani media outlet Daily

Dunya reported.

Slamming the remarks, the

Baloch Voice for Justice (BVJ)

said that such threats to target

the property and economic re-

sources of civilians in

Balochistan raise serious.
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New Delhi, Oct 27 : The Con-

gress and the Shiv Sena-UBT on

Tuesday said that the Rashtriya

Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) was

"late" in seeking justice against

the alleged misappropriation of

donations and offerings at the

Ram Temple, questioning its ef-

forts "while thefts were taking

place at the temple?"

The reactions come after the

RSS general secretary

Dattatreya Hosabale cautioned

the Hindu community to exer-

cise restraint and not get misled

by anti-national forces using the

Ram Temple donation theft to

defame the religion and society.

Congress, Shiv Sena-UBT

question RSS' 'late stance' over

Ram Temple embezzlement row

US expands prision
time credits for foreign sentences
Washington, Oct 27 :  In a

significant prison reform

move, the United States has

expanded federal prison time-

credit rules, allowing thou-

sands of inmates to begin

earning credits earlier and ex-

tending eligibility to some

Americans serving sentences

imposed abroad.

The Bureau of Prisons esti-

mates the changes could give

affected prisoners an average

of nearly 24 additional credit

days and save taxpayers more

than USD 54 million annually.

The development represents a

substantial change in the

implementation of the First

Step Act. It could accelerate

the movement of eligible in-

mates from secure prisons to

residential re-entry centres,

home confinement or super-

vised release.

The Bureau has issued an in-

terim final rule making two

changes to the programme.

The first allows eligible pris-

oners to begin earning credits

once their prison term com-

mences, including while they

are awaiting transportation to

the federal institution where

they will serve their sentence.

The second covers US citi-

zens or nationals transferred

from foreign prisons into Bu-

reau of Prisons custody under

international treaties.

Such prisoners may now use

First Step Act credits if the US

Parole Commission determines

that their foreign sentence has

an equivalent under the US

Code.

The rule takes effect on Septem-

ber 30.

The Bureau said the amend-

ments were needed to align its

regulations with the statute and

recent federal court decisions.

Under the previous wording,

prisoners could begin earning

credits only after arriving or

voluntarily surrendering at their

designated Bureau of Prisons

facility.

Several courts concluded that

the restriction added an eligibil-

ity condition that did not appear

in the First Step Act.

The revised rule states: “An eli-

gible inmate begins earning FSA

Time Credits after the inmate’s

term of imprisonment com-

mences.”

It means eligible prisoners

awaiting transfer to their desig-

nated institution can participate

in approved programmes and

begin accumulating credits.
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“Vigilance Awareness Week 2026”
organized by the Banjara Hills branch of Dhanalakshmi Bank

Hyderabad, Oct 27 : On the occasion of Vigi-

lance Awareness Week 2026, the Banjara Hills

branch of Dhanalakshmi Bank organized an event

themed "Probity for Prosperity." The event was

attended by J. Chandana, Sub-Inspector at the

Telangana Cybersecurity Bureau; R. Raghunath,

DGM of Dhanalakshmi Bank;

Branch Manager V. Renuka

Devi; and other bank staff

members.

Speaking on this occasion, J.

Chandana called upon every-

one in society to fight against

corruption.

She explained in detail how the

elderly and the youth can pro-

tect themselves from falling

victim to the rising number of

cybercrimes. Following this,

she led everyone in taking a

pledge: "Preparedness for

Prosperity."

Make food and drinking water available

at the relief camps for those affected

by the cyclone, CM Chandrababu directs
Amaravati, Oct 27 :  Andhra Pradesh

Chief Minister Nara Chandrababu Naidu

has directed officials to remain on high

alert in the wake of Cyclone Arnab. The

Chief Minister held a review meeting

today (Tuesday) at his camp office in

Undavalli to assess the impact of the cy-

clone, during which he provided key in-

structions to the officials. He also held a

teleconference with the District Collec-

tors of the areas affected by the cyclone.

Inquiries were made regarding the po-

tential impact of Cyclone Arnab across

various districts and the situation con-

cerning heavy rainfall. Instructions were

provided regarding the current status of

the cyclone and the necessary proactive

preparedness measures.

Halt construction work

one day a week in

Mumbai: Maha Minister to BMC
Mumbai, Oct 27 :

Maharashtra Cultural Affairs

Minister and Mumbai Subur-

ban Guardian Minister Ashish

Shelar on Tuesday, in a letter

to Brihanmumbai Municipal

Commissioner Ashwini Bhide,

has proposed that all construc-

tion and demolition activities

across the BrihanMumbai Mu-

nicipal Corporation (BMC)

limits be halted one day a week

to curb rising air pollution in

Mumbai.  He has also called for

immediate and effective mea-

sures in view of the likelihood

of worsening air pollution dur-

ing winter.

Minister Shelar noted that citi-

zens had submitted several rep-

resentations regarding rising air

pollution in Mumbai, while the

Bombay High Court had also

expressed concern over dete-

riorating air quality.

He welcomed the measures al-

ready undertaken by the BMC,

including pollution-control

measures at construction sites,

ward-level inspection teams,

monitoring of 3,166 construc-

tion sites through the Central

Air Quality Dashboard, a con-

struction debris management

system, the use of clean fuels

in bakeries and pollution-con-

trol systems at crematoriums.

He also noted that PM10 pol-

lution levels in Mumbai.

True success of science lies

in taking innovation from lab to land: PM Modi

New Delhi, Oct 27 : Prime

Minister Narendra Modi on

Tuesday said that the true

success of science is achieved

when innovations move be-

yond laboratories and create

a tangible impact in people's

lives, asserting that India

views science and technology

as tools for serving human-

ity rather than instruments of

power or conflict.

Addressing the Emerging

Science, Technology and In-

novation Conclave (ESTIC)

2026 in the national capital,

the Prime Minister said that

while the requirements of

various technology-driven

sectors differ.

NATIONAL NEWS
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New Delhi, Oct 27 :  Indian benchmark indices

snapped their two-day losing streak on Tuesday, with

gains in IT, pharma and metal stocks lifting mar-

ket sentiment.  The Sensex rose 330.92 points,

or 0.43 per cent, to close at 77,264.51, while the

Nifty gained 84.80 points, or 0.35 per cent, to

Sensex, Nifty snap two-day losing

streak as IT, pharma and metal stocks lead gains
settle at

24,175.65. IT

stocks emerged

as the key driv-

ers of the mar-

ket recovery.

Gold posts nearly 1.86 pc weekly

dip over hawkish stance of US Fed Reserve
New Delhi, Oct 27 :  Gold

prices dipped nearly 1.86 per

cent as markets digested

higher-than-expected inflation

data and a hawkish debut

speech by US Federal Reserve

Chair Kevin Warsh at the

Jackson Hole symposium.

On Tuesday, MCX gold fu-

tures expiring in October

dropped 1.63 per cent while

MCX silver futures for Sep-

tember shed 1.66 per cent.

Gold futures stood at Rs

1,56,400, while silver futures

stood at Rs 2,36,651 per kg.

The price of 10 grams of 24-carat gold was

at Rs 1,59,578 on Friday, down from Rs

1,62,603 seen on Monday at market open-

ing, according to data published by the

India Bullion and Jewellers Association

(IBJA). After a strong surge earlier this

week momentum reversed after July’s US

personal consumption expenditures (PCE)

inflation reading came in at 3.7 per cent

year-on-year, along with US labour and

trade data pointing to a stronger-than-ex-

pected economy.

Renewed concerns about currency debase-

ment and US Treasury support for long-

dated bonds had caused the bullion rally

to multi-month highs earlier in the week.

New Delhi, Oct 27: Apple on Tues-

day introduced the next-generation

iPad mini, featuring a redesigned

thinner and lighter form factor, a

larger OLED display, the new A20

Pro processor, and enhanced artifi-

cial intelligence capabilities pow-

ered by iPadOS 27.

The new iPad mini comes with an

8.5-inch OLED display, larger than

its predecessor while maintaining a

similar overall footprint due to sig-

nificantly slimmer bezels.

Apple said the Super Retina XDR

display offers more than twice the

peak brightness of the previous-gen-

eration model, deeper blacks, a

2,000,000:1 contrast ratio, and sup-

port for the P3 wide colour gamut.

The tablet is also available with an

optional nano-texture display de-

signed to reduce glare in bright en-

vironments. At just 5.4 mm thick,

the latest iPad mini is Apple's thin-

nest mini tablet yet. It is available

in midnight and starlight finishes

and carries an IP67 rating for water

and dust resistance, making it suit-

able for outdoor and on-the-go use.

Powering the device is Apple's new

A20 Pro chip, built using a 2-

nanometre process. The company

claims the processor delivers up to

60 per cent faster multithreaded

CPU performance.

Apple unveils all-new iPad

mini with OLED display, A20

Pro chip and AI-powered features

Mumbai, Oct 27 : Dalmia Bharat

Limited on Tuesday reported a consoli-

dated net loss of Rs 205 crore for the

quarter ended September 2026 (Q2

FY27), compared with a net profit of

Rs 239 crore in the corresponding

quarter last financial year (Q2 FY26),

primarily due to a one-time exceptional

charge arising from asset impairments

and an employee separation scheme.

Despite the loss, the cement manufac-

turer posted growth in topline revenue.

Revenue from operations increased 4.3

per cent year-on-year to Rs 3,563 crore

during the quarter, up from Rs 3,417

crore in the year-ago period.

Operational performance, however,

remained under pressure. Earnings

before interest, tax, depreciation and

amortisation (EBITDA) fell 29.2 per

cent year-on-year to Rs 493 crore from

Rs 696 crore a year earlier.

Consequently, EBITDA margin con-

tracted sharply to 13.84 per cent from

20.37 per cent in the corresponding

quarter of the previous fiscal.

Dalmia Bharat slips into
Rs 205 crore loss in Q2 on one-time exceptional charge

According to the company's

regulatory filing, Dalmia

Bharat recorded an impairment

loss of Rs 282 crore during the

quarter after reassessing the

recoverable economic value

of certain assets.  The impair-

ment largely related to three

captive power plants, reflect-

ing the company's transition

towards a growing share of

lower-cost renewable energy

sources. The charge also in-

cluded the impairment of a

discontinued brand. In addi-

tion, the company imple-

mented a separation scheme

for eligible employees at se-

lect units, resulting in a one-

time expense of Rs 57 crore

during the quarter.

Combined, these factors led

to a one-time exceptional

charge of Rs 339 crore in the

September quarter, weighing

significantly on profitability.
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Nearly 43 pc of Indian

two-wheeler buyers now consider EVs: Report
New Delhi, Oct 27 : Nearly 43

per cent of Indian two-wheeler

buyers are actively considering

an electric vehicle, up from 30

per cent in 2024, with nearly

one in four scooters sold in the

country now being electric, a

report said on Tuesday.  The report from

Boston Consulting Group (BCG) said about

1.8 lakh Indians are buying their first elec-

tric two-wheeler each month. Electric two-

wheelers accounted for 9.9 per cent of all

two-wheeler sales in FY27 so far, covering

April-August 2026, up from 5.5 per cent.

Hyundai expects 2.5 lakh mid-size SUV sales in 2027
New Delhi, Oct 27: Managing

Director and Chief Executive

Officer Hyundai Motor India

Ltd (HMIL) Tarun Garg said on

Tuesday that the company is

expecting sales of at least 2.5

lakh units of mid-size sport util-

ity vehicles (SUVs) in 2027.

He made the forecast consid-

ering the rapid growth of the

segment for the past several

years and the ability of Creta and

the newly launched Bayon to at-

tract diverse buyers. Bayon's de-

liveries are expected to begin dur-

ing the ongoing festival season,

and Garg said the aforementioned

target was a baseline rather than a

ceiling. Garg forecasted that the

company will sell around 1.7 lakh

units of the Creta in 2026. “The

mid-SUV segment today is 16.5

per cent of the market already," he

noted. The mid-size SUV segment

in India has grown at a compound

annual growth rate (CAGR) of

25.6 per cent over the past five

years and is projected to record 64

per cent volume growth between

calendar years 2026 and 2032.

“While some of these laws have

not come to India, but they have

been there in the US and Korea,

much, much stronger," he said.

“Creta created a market (of

mid-SUV segment) when it

was launched 10 years ago. We

expect that the launch of

Bayon will allow us to do for

the next 10 years what Creta

did then,” he added. He ex-

pects petrol to account for the

largest share of demand in the

Bayon’s segment, and the

model will feature a com-

pressed natural gas (CNG) op-

tion in January 2027.
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No question of merger of
NCP factions or joining govt: Supriya Sule

Guwahati, Oct 27 :  A tripar-

tite agreement was signed on

Tuesday between the Sports

Authority of India (SAI), Bad-

minton Association of India

(BAI) and Sports Authority of

Assam (SAA) for the estab-

lishment of a National Centre

of Excellence (NCoE) for

swimming at the Amingaon

Sports Complex in Assam, of-

ficials said.  The agreement

marks a significant step to-

wards strengthening sports in-

frastructure and creating a

high-performance ecosystem

for swimming in the North

Tripartite agreement signed: North East
to get first Swimming Centre of Excellence in Assam

Eastern Region. The pact was

signed during an event hosted by

Assam Chief Minister Himanta

Biswa Sarma. The state Sports

Minister, Member of Parliament

Bijuli Kalita Medhi and senior

officials were also present. Rep-

resenting the Sports Authority of

India, Deputy Director General

Manjushree Dayanand and Ex-

ecutive Director of the SAI Re-

gional Centre, Guwahati, D.K.

Mittal, attended the programme.

Under the agreement, the Olym-

pic-size swimming pool at the

Amingaon Sports Complex will

be made available to SAI for set-

ting up the National Centre

of Excellence for Swimming.

The proposed facility will be

the first NCoE dedicated to

swimming in the North East-

ern Region, giving athletes

from Assam and other north-

eastern states access to

specialised training and high-

quality sporting infrastruc-

ture closer to home.

The centre is expected to

play an important role in

identifying promising swim-

mers, nurturing emerging tal-

ent and providing athletes

with professional coaching.

Bhopal, Oct 27  : Amid escalating controversy over a

liquor brand ‘Trikal’, senior Madhya Pradesh Animal

Husbandry Minister Lakhan Patel said that this title

has hurt the sentiments of the Hindu community,

and demanded strict action against the proprietors.

Patel said that the word 'Trikal' is related to the

‘Trikal’ brand controversy:‘Trikal’ brand controversy:‘Trikal’ brand controversy:‘Trikal’ brand controversy:‘Trikal’ brand controversy:
MP Minister demands action against proprietorsMP Minister demands action against proprietorsMP Minister demands action against proprietorsMP Minister demands action against proprietorsMP Minister demands action against proprietors

Sanatan Dharma, and it is used

for Lord Shiva. He stated that

using such a title for the liquor

brand could be a conspiracy

against Sanatan Dharma, which

won't be tolerated.

Chennai, Oct 27 : AIADMK

General Secretary Edappadi

K. Palaniswami on Tuesday

launched a sharp attack on the

TVK government after 17

undertrial prisoners escaped

from the Thekkampatti prison

in Theni district, alleging that

the incident exposed serious

failures in prison administra-

tion and law enforcement.

The prisoners reportedly as-

saulted guards before escaping

on Monday night. Special po-

lice teams have since appre-

hended four of them, while

efforts continue to trace the

remaining escapees.

In a post on X, Palaniswami

described the jailbreak as

Theni jailbreak: Palaniswami

attacks TVK govt; demands stronger prison security
shocking and questioned why the gov-

ernment had failed to strengthen se-

curity following an earlier incident in

which two prisoners escaped from

Puzhal prison. He said the earlier es-

cape should have prompted an imme-

diate review of security arrangements

across Tamil Nadu’s prisons. Instead,

he alleged, neither the government nor

the minister concerned had devoted

sufficient attention to preventing an-

other breach. Palaniswami singled out

Minister C.T.R. Nirmalkumar, point-

ing out that the law, electricity and

prisons departments were under his

charge. He alleged that all three de-

partments were facing administrative

failures. Referring to alleged irregu-

larities in government lawyer appoint-

ments and electricity procurement.

Lucknow, Oct 27 :  Uttar Pradesh Chief

Minister Yogi Adityanath on Tuesday held a

video conference with senior officials and

issued a series of strict directives on law and

order, public grievances, crime control and

crowd management during upcoming reli-

gious events.

The Chief Minister directed officials to con-

tinue the crackdown against mafias and

maintain round-the-clock vigilance over in-

cidents related to cow smuggling, religious

conversion and sensitive religious sites.

Apart from this, CM Adityanath also stressed

the need for prompt and effective action in

such cases.

The CM also reviewed the disposal of cases.

CM Yogi said the culture of repeated ad-

journments and the “date after date” ap-

proach must end. He directed officials to give

priority to revenue cases pending for more

than five years and ensure their timely reso-

lution.

The Chief Minister also expressed displea-

sure over the improper disposal of public

grievances. Districts will have to submit ex-

planations within five days in cases where

complaints are found to have been wrongly

disposed of, he said, adding that cases in-

volving dissatisfied complainants will be re-

examined. With Janmashtami approaching,

CM Yogi directed authorities to prepare a

comprehensive crowd-control plan for

Mathura and Vrindavan.

CM Adityanath issues strict

law-and-order directives, calls for 24×7 vigil

Jaipur, Oct 27 : Former Rajasthan

Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot has de-

fended Congress president

Mallikarjun Kharge over his contro-

versial remarks concerning Prime

Minister Narendra Modi’s father,

accusing the BJP of selectively in-

voking political decorum while ig-

noring its own past controversies. In

a series of posts on social media

platform X, Gehlot said Kharge had

no intention of personally insulting

anyone and was well aware of the

dignity associated with the office of

the Prime Minister.  “Mallikarjun

Kharge is one of the most experi-

enced politicians in the country and

understands the dignity of the post of

Prime Minister. His intention was not

to personally insult anyone,” Gehlot

said. Gehlot argued that expressions

and idioms referring to family rela-

tionships have long been part of ev-

eryday Indian speech and are often

used figuratively rather than as per-

sonal insults.  Citing an instance from

Parliament in 2025, Gehlot claimed

that Union Home Minister Amit Shah

had used the word ‘saala’ during a

speech.  He questioned the BJP’s ob-

jections to Kharge’s remarks, arguing

that colloquial expressions should be

understood in their broader context.

‘Relationship-based

idioms common in India’:

Ashok Gehlot defends Kharge

Madurai, Oct 27 :  TVK

MLA Karuppaiah, repre-

senting the Sholavandan

constituency in Tamil

Nadu's Madurai district,

has clarified that he never

intended to denigrate

jallikattu and expressed

regret if his recent re-

marks hurt the senti-

ments of young people

and supporters of the

traditional sport.

In a statement,

Karuppaiah described

jallikattu as a histori-

cally significant and

valiant sport deeply

rooted in Tamil culture.

He said there could be

no dispute over its cul-

tural importance, par-

ticularly as it  was

closely associated with

the region where he was

born and raised.

The MLA issued the

clarification following

criticism of his speech

in the Tamil Nadu As-

sembly concerning the

jallikattu arena near

Alanganallur.

TVK MLA expresses

regret over remarks

on Jallikattu arena

Palampur, Oct 27 :  The lease

process between the Himachal

Pradesh government and IIT

Mandi for the construction of

the new Palampur IIT campus

has been officially completed.

The announcement was made

on Tuesday by Chief Minister’s

Principal Advisor (Digital Tech-

nology, Governance and Inno-

vation) Gokul Butail in

Palampur, Kangra district. A

formal lease deed has been ex-

ecuted for approximately 550

kanals. An additional 800 kanals

will also be leased and handed

Himachal: Lease process
for Palampur IIT campus completed

Mumbai, Oct 27 :  Nationalist

Congress Party (Sharad Pawar)

working president and MP

Supriya Sule on Tuesday cat-

egorically dismissed speculation

about a merger of NCP factions

or joining the ruling government,

saying her stance remains firmly

against such moves.

Speaking to a Marathi channel,

Sule said, “Ajit Dada is no longer

with us; what is there to discuss

now?” She explained that earlier

discussions on a possible merger

were limited to four leaders –

Ajit Pawar, Supriya Sule, Jayant

Patil and Amol Kolhe – with

regular updates given to Sharad

Pawar.

She rejected reports of negotia-

tions for power, stating, “The

NCP is working with great

strength, so the question of a

merger does not arise at all.

When there is no proposal in the

first place, there is no question

of joining the government.”

Her remarks coincided with a

core committee meeting of the

party to discuss upcoming local

body elections and the roadmap

for the state assembly polls. Sule

noted that state president

Shashikant Shinde, Jayant Patil,

Anil Deshmukh, Harshvardhan

Patil, Jitendra Awhad, Rajesh

Tope, Amol Kolhe, Nilesh

Lanke, Fauziya Khan, Rajendra

Shingane and Ashok Pawar were

among those present.

On Rohit Pawar’s absence from

a Sharad Pawar-led meeting and

reports of his proximity to the

Congress, Sule said she would

not advise him, stressing that the

party practises internal democ-

racy. She remarked that restless-

ness is natural at his age.

Balaghat, Oct 27 :  Madhya

Pradesh Chief Minister Mohan

Yadav said on Tuesday that the

Bharatiya Janata Party-led state

government will work with the

Opposition on a comprehensive

development plan for Balaghat,

with the aim of turning the dis-

trict from a Naxalism-free region

into a prosperous one.  Chief

Minister Yadav added that devel-

opment in areas affected by

Naxalism for decades required a

coordinated effort involving all

political parties, and announced

that around Rs 225 crore has been

sanctioned for basic infrastructure

in 100 extremely backward vil-

lages of the district. "We have for-

mulated a development plan for

the Balaghat and Lanji areas by

involving elected MLAs from

the Opposition as well as other

public representatives.

CM Mohan Yadav outlines

post-Maoist development push for MP's

Balaghat, seeks Oppn participation
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over to IIT Mandi following the

completion of necessary forest clear-

ance procedures. The proposed campus

will span a total area of approximately

1,400 kanals, he said. Butail added that

preliminary campus construction sur-

veys have already been completed.



Zurich, Oct 27 : Over 400 par-

ticipants took part in a peaceful

march in Switzerland, demon-

strating from Werdmuhleplatz to

the Chinese Consulate General

in Zurich, to protest against

China’s recently enacted “Law

on Promoting Ethnic Unity and

Progress".  The protest was

organised by the Tibetan Com-

munity of Switzerland and

Liechtenstein in partnership with

the Tibetan Youth Association in

Europe (TYAE), the Swiss Ti-

betan Friendship Association

(GSTF), the World Uyghur Con-

gress, the Swiss Tibetan

Women’s Association, and the

Church of Almighty God.

The participants marched through

the streets of Zurich to the Chi-

nese Consulate General, calling on

the international community to

reject the legislation and take con-

crete action to protect the human

rights and fundamental freedoms

of Tibetans, Uyghurs, and other

affected communities in China.

The event began with an opening

ceremony featuring addresses by

Thinlay Chukki, Representative of

the Dalai Lama to Central and

Eastern Europe, and Venerable

Khenpo Tenzin Jangchup of

Rikon Monastery.

Representatives of the World

Hundreds march in Switzerland against

China’s ethnic unity law, seek global intervention

Uyghur Congress, the Swiss Ti-

betan Women’s Association, and

The Church of Almighty God also

expressed their grave concerns over

China’s Ethnic Unity Law, describ-

ing it as “a policy that threatens the

cultural, linguistic, and religious

identities of Tibetans, Uyghurs, and

other ethnic minorities". Address-

ing the gathering, Representative

Thinlay Chukki said, “We have also

seen the United Nations High Com-

missioner for Human Rights call for

the repeal of this law because it is

clear that this legislation is not in-

tended to promote unity. Rather, it

is designed to facilitate the complete

erasure and forced assimilation of

Tibetans, Uyghurs, and other so-

called ethnic minorities."

“Today, I also stand in solidarity

with the more than 157 Tibetans

who have self-immolated in Tibet,

calling for the return of His Holi-

ness the Dalai Lama and for free-

dom in Tibet.

UN-Habitat reaffirms commitmentUN-Habitat reaffirms commitmentUN-Habitat reaffirms commitmentUN-Habitat reaffirms commitmentUN-Habitat reaffirms commitment
to sustainable urbanisationto sustainable urbanisationto sustainable urbanisationto sustainable urbanisationto sustainable urbanisation
despite geopolitical uncertaintiesdespite geopolitical uncertaintiesdespite geopolitical uncertaintiesdespite geopolitical uncertaintiesdespite geopolitical uncertainties
Nairobi, Oct 27 : The momen-

tum toward creation of smart,

resilient and inclusive cities is

on course despite challenges

posed by the climate crisis,

geopolitical tremors and glo-

bal economic slowdown, a se-

nior United Nations Human

Settlements Programme (UN-

Habitat) official said on Tues-

day. Anaclaudia Rossbach, Ex-

ecutive Director of UN-Habi-

tat, said that sustainable

urbanisation is an imperative to

help secure a more equal, cohe-

sive and green future for human-

ity.

"Our mandate of enabling inclu-

sive, safe, resilient and sustainable

urbanisation has become increas-

ingly clear and recognised,"

Rossbach told the opening plenary

of the third Open-Ended Meeting

of the Committee of Permanent

Representatives (OECPR-3) in

Nairobi, the Kenyan capital.

A precursor to the resumed sec-

ond session of the UN-Habitat

Assembly, slated for Thursday, the

OECPR runs from Monday to

Wednesday to discuss

themes that are likely to

shape the future for cities and

their inhabitants.

Rossbach said that during the

three-day OECPR meeting.

Bucharest, Oct 27 : Nicusor Dan assumed

office as President of Romania on Tuesday,

following a swearing-in ceremony in the

country's Parliament.

In his inaugural address, Dan emphasised the

need for "fundamental change" within the

framework of the rule of law. He called on

citizens to maintain "positive pressure" on

state institutions to drive reform and pledged

to remain receptive to public voices.

"Romanian society has proven itself to be

Nicusor Dan sworn in

Romanian President, calls for 'change'

alive and strong," Dan said. "I

will be a President open to the

voice of society and working as

a partner with society." The 55-

year-old independent candidate

secured 53.6 per cent of the votes

in the presidential runoff.
Jakarta, Oct 27 : Indonesian security au-

thorities have seized around two tonnes

of crystal meth in the waters of Riau Is-

land province, claiming it the biggest il-

licit drug bust in the country.

At a press conference held in the city of

Batam in the Riau Islands province on

Tuesday, the country's narcotics agency

BNN told reporters that the illicit drugs

were carried by a vessel which was in-

tercepted by authorities on Wednesday

last week. Chief of BNN Marthinus

Hukom said that narcotics hidden in tea

packets were stored in 67 sacks within a

special compartment of the ship's hull.

As many as six boat crews were arrested,

including two Thai citizens and four In-

donesian citizens. According to Hukom,

the case is the biggest achievement in the

drug eradication in Indonesia. The drug

seizure comes after the country's Navy

two weeks ago intercepted a foreign ves-

sel, called Aungtoetoe 99, suspected of

attempting to smuggle nearly two tonnes

of illicit drugs into the country through

the waters in the same province. One Thai

national and four Myanmar nationals

were also arrested. Under Indonesia's

strict drug laws, those involved in drug-

related crimes face severe penalties, rang-

ing from five years' imprisonment to the

death penalty.

Two tonnes of

crystal meth seized in Indonesia

Washington, Oct 27 :  Two Democratic senators

have criticised the Trump administration’s law-

suit seeking to block an Arizona policy that al-

lows eligible Dreamers and other immigrant stu-

dents to receive lower in-state college tuition rates.

Senators Ruben Gallego and Mark Kelly of Ari-

zona said the lawsuit targeted young immigrants

who grew up and attended school in the United

States. “Dreamers are Americans in every way.

They grew up here, went to our schools, and are

contributing to communities across Arizona,” the

senators said in a joint statement on Tuesday.

“They deserve the opportunity to get an educa-

tion and build a future in the only country many

of them have ever called home,” they said.

The Justice Department filed its complaint against

Arizona alongside similar lawsuits targeting tu-

ition policies in New Mexico, Oregon and Wash-

ington. Federal officials argue that the states are

providing education benefits to immigrants with-

out legal status that are unavailable to American

citizens living outside those states.

“This is a simple matter of federal law: colleges

cannot provide benefits to illegal aliens that they

US senators defend in-state tuition for Dreamers
do not provide to US citizens,” Assistant Attorney Gen-

eral Brett A. Shumate of the Justice Department’s Civil

Division said. “This Department of Justice will not toler-

ate American students being treated like second-class citi-

zens in their own country,” he added.

The department is asking courts to prevent the four states

from enforcing laws and regulations that make some im-

migrants eligible for in-state tuition, scholarships and other

financial assistance.

Associate Attorney General Stanley E. Woodward Jr. said

the latest complaints brought the number of states sued by

the administration over such policies to 21.

“Our efforts will not cease until President Trump’s prom-

ise is fulfilled: illegal aliens will not receive benefits de-

nied to American citizens,” Woodward said.

Gallego and Kelly said the Arizona policy reflected a de-

cision made by voters and should be respected.

“Making college more expensive for young people who

are deeply rooted in America does nothing to fix our bro-

ken immigration system or make our country safer,” they

said. “Arizona voters decided to allow these students to

pursue an affordable education, and we should respect that

decision. We’ll keep fighting for them to continue build-

ing their lives and futures in Arizona,” the senators added.

Arizona Attorney General Kris Mayes

also said she would defend the voter-ap-

proved policy, known as Proposition 308.

“The federal government has now sued 21

states for letting Dreamers who attended

school in places like Arizona be able to

afford a college education at our state’s

community colleges and universities,”

Mayes said. “Fundamentally, this is about

state’s rights and I will vigorously defend

Arizona’s right to set its own rules, espe-

cially ones that are passed by voters them-

selves,” she added.

US sends
senior team to Pacific islands
Washington, Oct 27 : US Deputy Secretary of

State Christopher Landau will travel to four Pa-

cific island countries next week, officials here said.

Landau will visit Palau, the Federated States of

Micronesia, the Solomon Islands and Kiribati from

August 31 to September 11, the State Department

said on Tuesday. The tour comes as the United

States seeks to strengthen its diplomatic and secu-

rity presence across the Pacific amid growing stra-

tegic competition with China.

Beijing was not mentioned in the State

Department’s announcement.

In Palau, Landau will represent the United States

at a meeting between leaders of the Pacific Islands

Forum and the organisation’s dialogue partners.

The forum brings together Pacific governments to

discuss regional priorities, including maritime se-

curity, climate resilience, economic development,

fisheries and disaster preparedness.

Landau is expected to hold talks with government

officials and business leaders during the four-coun-

try tour. The State Department said the meetings

would advance economic and security priorities and

underscore Washington’s commitment to the Pa-

cific region. US Coast Guard Commandant Admi-

ral Kevin Lunday will accompany Landau during

his stops in Palau, Micronesia and the

Solomon Islands. The department said

Lunday’s participation recognised the Coast

Guard’s important role in promoting mari-

time security across the region. Pacific is-

land countries oversee large Exclusive Eco-

nomic Zones (EEZs) despite having relatively

small populations and limited maritime en-

forcement resources. Illegal fishing, traffick-

ing and unauthorised activity by foreign ves-

sels are continuing concerns. The Coast

Guard works with regional governments

through training, joint patrols and shiprider

agreements. Such arrangements allow local

enforcement personnel to travel aboard US

vessels and exercise their country’s legal au-

thority within its territorial waters. Lieuten-

ant-General George Rowell, a deputy com-

mander of the US Indo-Pacific Command,

will also join the delegation in Palau.

US Republicans push stricter deportation rules
Washington, Oct 27 : The US

Republican party advanced two

immigration-focused bills that

would tighten deportation rules

for fraud and for crimes involv-

ing harm to law enforcement ani-

mals, sharpening enforcement

measures and expanding grounds

for removal.

The House Rules Committee

cleared the way for floor debate

on the Deporting Fraudsters Act

of 2026 and the so-called Bow

Wow Act, both of which target

non-citizens accused of specific

offences.

Under the proposed legislation,

undocumented immigrants

found to have defrauded govern-

ment programmes or harmed law

enforcement animals could be

made inadmissible and deport-

able. Crucially, both bills remove

the requirement for a criminal

conviction in certain cases.

Republicans argued that the

changes are needed to address

gaps in the current law. One law-

maker said the goal was straight-

forward: “If you are a guest here

in our country and you defraud our

country, you must leave and can-

not return.”

Supporters said existing provi-

sions often rely on the broader

“moral turpitude” standard, which

can be tied up in litigation for

years. They argued that individu-

als who admit to fraud or other

misconduct should not be allowed

to remain in the country while

cases move slowly through the

courts.

The Bow Wow Act focuses on

protecting animals used by federal

agencies in enforcement opera-

tions. Prominent among these in-

clude trained dogs and horses that

assist officers in border security,

customs inspections, and law en-

forcement duties. Such animals

are deployed to detect contraband,

track suspects, screen luggage,

and patrol difficult terrain.

Republican lawmakers pointed to

a case involving a trained detec-

tion dog at Dulles International

Airport that was kicked by a pas-

senger after alerting officers to un-

declared items. They said such

incidents underline the need for

stricter consequences.

“These animals play a vital role

in keeping America safe,” one

lawmaker said, adding that those

who harm them should face re-

moval from the country.

Democrats, however, strongly op-

posed the bills, calling them un-

necessary and legally flawed.

Ranking member Jim McGovern

said the measures were part of a

broader attempt to “demonise im-

migrants”. He argued that fraud

and animal cruelty are already

criminal offences and can lead to

deportation after conviction under

existing law.

Democratic witnesses also warned

that removing the conviction re-

quirement could undermine due

process.
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BJP govt to continue focus
on indigenous communities: Assam Minister
Guwahati, Oct 27 : Assam Cabinet Minister Jayanta

Mallabaruah on Tuesday said the Bharatiya Janata Party-led

government would continue to focus on the development of

indigenous communities and backward regions of the state,

asserting that the National Democratic Alliance’s electoral suc-

cess reflected growing public confidence in its governance

model. Speaking to reporters, Baruah said the people of Assam

had strongly endorsed the government’s development agenda,

particularly its efforts to strengthen infrastructure, welfare

schemes and inclusive growth across different communities

and regions. “The people of Assam have developed confi-

dence that the present government is committed to the overall

development of the state and its indigenous communities. This

support has been reflected in the election results,” he said.?

The minister stated that the government remained committed

to addressing the concerns of various indigenous groups, in-

cluding Rabha, Bodo and other ethnic communities living in

different parts of Assam. He said the Bharatiya Janata Party

government had consistently worked to resolve long-stand-

ing issues affecting indigenous populations and to ensure bal-

anced development in remote and backward areas.

He highlighted the government’s welfare initiatives and said

several schemes launched over the past few years had directly

benefited the people. Referring to the Orunodoi scheme, he

said the government had significantly expanded its outreach.

“Last year, around 1.5 lakh beneficiaries received

support under this cash benefit transfer scheme.

This year, the government aims to further widen

the coverage of welfare schemes so that more

people can benefit,” he added. The minister also

underlined the importance of safeguarding the

rights and identity of indigenous communities while

ensuring economic progress and better connectivity

in rural and border areas. According to him, the

Bharatiya Janata Party-led administration has

adopted a policy of engaging directly with commu-

nities and stakeholders in order to resolve issues

through discussion and consensus. “After the elec-

tion victory, we have continued holding discussions

with people from different communities and regions.

We are interacting with local organisations and com-

munity representatives to understand their concerns

and take necessary steps,” he said.

Meghalaya losing PGI marks
due to poor reporting, not poor performance: CM Sangma
Shillong, Oct 27 :

Meghalaya Chief Minister

Conrad K. Sangma on Tues-

day said the state's Perfor-

mance Grading Index (PGI)

ranking in the education sec-

tor does not accurately re-

flect the progress made over

the years, asserting that the

government has been losing

valuable marks due to gaps

in reporting by schools rather

than shortcomings in perfor-

mance. Addressing a gather-

ing after laying the founda-

tion stone of the Sohkha

Government Higher Secondary

School and attending a felicitation

programme for meritorious stu-

dents at Sohkha in West Jaintia

Hills district, the Chief Minister

called for strengthening reporting

mechanisms across educational

institutions to ensure that the

state's achievements are properly

captured. "Sadly, the ranking re-

flected in the PGI is not a fair rep-

resentation of Meghalaya's educa-

tion system. The issue is not al-

ways performance, but how we

report it," Sangma said. He ex-

plained that schools have been

missing out on marks for basic

indicators despite having the re-

quired facilities and activities in

place.  According to him, simple

measures such as reporting the

availability of reading spaces or

organising and documenting cyber

safety awareness programmes could

have significantly improved

Meghalaya's score. "In many cases,

small efforts like conducting a one-

day awareness progra mme or cor-

rectly reporting available facilities

could have earned us crucial points.

We have lost nearly 100 marks due

to gaps in communication and re-

porting," he said. Describing it

as a "low-hanging opportunity,"

the Chief Minister urged school

heads and officials of the Edu-

cation Department to ensure ac-

curate and timely submission of

data. Sangma said the govern-

ment has made substantial in-

vestments in the education sec-

tor over the past eight years by

upgrading more than 2,000

schools.

Patna, Oct 27 :  Union Minister Giriraj Singh

on Tuesday accused Rahul Gandhi, the Leader

of Opposition (LoP) in the Lok Sabha, of "at-

tempting to create infighting" among social

communities in his "pursuit of power".

The Union Minister's reaction comes a day

after Rahul Gandhi demanded that Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi direct the filing of an FIR

against those allegedly involved in the

"shuddikaran" or purification of the Ramlila

ground in Haldwani after Congress National

President Mallikarjun Kharge addressed a pub-

lic meeting there.

Attempt to create rift in communities: Giriraj Singh

attacks Rahul Gandhi over 'untouchability' remark

Patna, Oct 27 : The building

construction department of the

Bihar government has directed

former MLA Neelam Devi, wife

of Mokama MLA Anant Singh,

to vacate her government-allot-

ted residence in Patna by No-

vember 25, 2026, following the

cancellation of her nomination to

the State-Level 20-Point

Programme Implementation

Committee. A formal notice was

issued to Neelam Devi by the

Joint Secretary-cum-Estate Of-

ficer, asking her to vacate Resi-

dence No. 01 on Mall Road and

complete the required depart-

mental formalities.

Bihar govt asks Neelam Devi

to vacate official

residence in Patna by Nov 25

Kathmandu, Oct 27 :  Nepal is

in close communication and co-

ordination with its immediate

neighbours and the international

community following the devas-

tating floods that have left sev-

eral foreign nationals missing,

Foreign Minister Shishir Khanal

said on Tuesday. Addressing

mediapersons in Kathmandu,

Khanal said the Nepali govern-

ment had established a dedicated

Emergency Control Room at the

Ministry of Foreign Affairs to co-

ordinate information and assis-

tance related to foreign nationals

affected by the disaster.

“As many foreign nationals are

Already received more than

57 tonnes of relief material from India: Nepal FM
also missing, a dedicated Emer-

gency Control Room has been

established at the Ministry,”

Khanal said. He said Nepal’s

diplomatic missions abroad are

constantly sharing and updating

verified information while fa-

cilitating communication with

the families of those affected.

According to the National Di-

saster Risk Reduction and Man-

agement Authority

(NDRRMA), at least 517 for-

eign nationals remain missing,

while India’s Ministry of Exter-

nal Affairs has reported that at

least 288 Indian nationals are

out of contact.

Hong Kong, Oct 27 :  US Am-

bassador to India Sergio Gor's re-

mark describing the Union Ter-

ritory of Jammu and Kashmir as

“an important part of India” was

welcomed by some as a signifi-

cant indication that Washington

may be moving closer to New

Delhi’s position on the region, a

report has stated.

While Pakistan Foreign Minis-

try branded Gor's statement “ir-

responsible” and “factually in-

correct”, India's Ministry of Ex-

ternal Affairs dismissed

Islamabad’s reaction, saying

there was “no reason to comment

on Pakistan’s frustration”,

Vivek Mishra, Deputy Director

of strategic studies at the Ob-

server Research Foundation in

Delhi, interpreted Gor's remark

as “subtle messaging” directed at

Pakistan: a reminder that

Washington’s backing was not

unconditional, according to a re-

port in leading daily South China

Morning Post (SCMP).

He described Jammu and

Kashmir’s recent trajectory as

“largely peaceful and develop-

ment-oriented”, drawing a con-

trast with summer unrest in Pa-

Sergio Gor's J&K remark

subtle message directed at Pakistan: Report
kistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK),

where security forces have used

force against demonstrators

seeking governance reforms and

relief from rising prices.

Priyajit Debsarkar, a London-

based South Asia analyst, told

SCMP that Gor’s remark was

“more than a diplomatic slip”.

He said that it reflected a

“change of stance by a senior

American representative,” sug-

gesting Washington was “prob-

ably not happy” with the

ceasefires in the US-Israel war

against Iran that Pakistan had

mediated.

“Gor’s visit and his suggestion

that the US might downgrade its

travel advisory to Kashmir –

praising authorities for making

‘some incredible steps in keep-

ing this area safer and making it

more safe’– were welcomed by

some as an American vote of

confidence in the region’s recov-

ery,” the SCMP report men-

tioned.

Mishra expected the recent de-

velopment would “boost busi-

ness sentiment”, irrespective of

its implications in US foreign

policy.

Jaipur, Oct 27 : In a signifi-

cant breakthrough, the Anti-

Narcotics Task Force (ANTF)

of Rajasthan’s Special Opera-

tions Group (SOG) has arrested

the mastermind behind a multi-

crore illegal drug syndicate op-

erating through fake firms in

Nagaland, Assam, Gurugram,

and Nepal. The accused, Sushil

Karnani, had been on the run

since 2021 and was arrested in

Nepal, an official said on Tues-

day. A resident of Nokha,

Bikaner, he had a reward of Rs

50,000 on his head. He was pre-

sented in the NDPS court in

Ajmer on Tuesday and has been

sent to six-day police remand.

Authorities will now question

him to trace other absconding

members of the network.

According to SP Satvir Singh

of the ANTF, a case was first

registered in 2021 at Ramganj

Police Station, Ajmer, after a

major drug seizure. Investiga-

tions revealed that Karnani had

established fake pharmaceuti-

cal firms in Nagaland and other

regions to illegally purchase

narcotics.

 These drugs were then traf-

Absconding for years, mastermindAbsconding for years, mastermindAbsconding for years, mastermindAbsconding for years, mastermindAbsconding for years, mastermind
behind inter-state illegal drugbehind inter-state illegal drugbehind inter-state illegal drugbehind inter-state illegal drugbehind inter-state illegal drug
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HC seeks Punjab govt's stand on

withdrawal of RS MP Rajinder Gupta's security cover
Chandigarh, Oct 27 : The Punjab

and Haryana High Court on Tues-

day sought the Punjab

government's stand on the with-

drawal of security cover provided

to Rajya Sabha MP and industri-

alist Rajinder Gupta, while also

directing that no harm should

come to his family within the state

in view of recent incidents.

Advocate Chetan Mittal, appear-

ing for Gupta, told court that the

Rajya Sabha MP from Punjab and

Chairman Emeritus of the Trident

Group had approached the High

Court challenging the withdrawal

of his security cover by the Punjab

government."He had approached

the High Court stating that for the

past two decades, he was provided

security cover of six Punjab Po-

lice personnel," Mittal told report-

ers outside the court. He also said

that Gupta's threat perception was

reviewed in September-October

2025, following which his secu-

rity cover was enhanced to nine

personnel.  Of these, Gupta him-

self was paying for four security

personnel, he added. Mittal al-

leged that immediately after

Gupta resigned from the Aam

Aadmi Party (AAP) and joined

the BJP in April this year, all nine

security personnel were with-

drawn. "However, the day after

he resigned from AAP and joined

BJP in April, all nine security

personnel were withdrawn.

There were incidents at his resi-

dences, and an FIR was also reg-

istered in Chandigarh regarding

the same," he said. The advocate

termed the withdrawal of secu-

rity "illegal, arbitrary, and with

malafide intent". According to

Mittal, the Punjab government’s

counsel told the High Court that

a report regarding the matter had

been submitted in a sealed cover

and that the Central government.

National conference

of DGPs, IGPs to be held

in Tirupati in December
Amaravati, Oct 27: A national-

level conference of Directors

General of Police (DGPs) and

Inspectors General of Police

(IGPs) is scheduled to take place

from December 4 to 6 in Andhra

Pradesh's Tirupati.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

and Union Home Minister Amit

Shah will address the conference

to be held at the Indian Institute

of Science Education and Re-

search (IISER)

Andhra Pradesh Chief Secretary

G. Sai Prasad held a meeting of

the Inter-Departmental Coordi-

nation Committee at the state

Secretariat on Tuesday to review

the necessary arrangements for

the conference. The Chief Sec-

retary directed officials from the

departments concerned to make

elaborate preparations for the

three-day conference, providing

specific guidance on the tasks to

be carried out by each depart-

ment. He urged the secretaries of

the respective departments and

other officials to focus closely on

the arrangements starting now.

He noted that the event will be

attended by Prime Minister

Modi, Union Home Minister

Amit Shah, over 200 IPS offic-

ers including DGPs and IGPs.
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Washington, Oct 27 : A bipartisan

group of US lawmakers has warned the

chief executives of major American

banks, port authorities and fuel distribu-

tors that importing Russian diesel could

expose them to criminal and civil liabil-

ity, as President Donald Trump de-

fended his energy dealings with Mos-

cow.

The letters were sent on Saturday by

Senators Jeanne Shaheen, Ranking

Member of the Senate Foreign Rela-

tions Committee, Ron Wyden, Sheldon

Whitehouse, Chris Coons, Elizabeth

Warren and Republican Thom Tillis,

along with Congressman Gregory W.

Meeks, Ranking Member of the

House Foreign Affairs Committee.

The Senate Foreign Relations Com-

mittee released them on Monday.

Rubio warns of  civil war in Venezuela
Washington, Oct 27 : US Secre-

tary of State Marco Rubio has

warned that Venezuela could de-

scend into civil war or return to de-

cades of political repression if the

ongoing US-backed democratic

transition fails, insisting that Wash-

ington will not allow the country's

interim leadership to indefinitely

delay elections.

In a detailed assessment of

Venezuela's political future on Tues-

day, Rubio said the United States

had established firm timelines for

replacing key electoral and judicial

institutions, and was using sanc-

tions relief and economic incentives

to ensure compliance. He said

Washington wanted a peaceful tran-

sition that would allow millions of

Venezuelans who fled the country

to return home. "If this process

doesn’t work, then the alternative

is going to be worse," Rubio told

reporters during a teleconference.

"The alternative is going to be ei-

ther violence and armed conflict

within the country, or back to the

way things have been for the last

20 years, which have not been

good for the people of Venezuela,"

he said. Rubio's warning came as

the Trump administration sought

to consolidate political and eco-

nomic changes following the

January 3 operation that led to the

arrest of Nicolás Maduro.

The Secretary of State made clear

that Washington's support for

Venezuela's interim authorities

was conditional on progress to-

wards a democratic system.

He said the United States had

agreed on timelines with the in-

terim administration and that

those commitments were being

honoured despite disruptions

caused by an earthquake.

Jerusalem, Oct 27 :  Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu

issued a condemnation of settler violence in the West Bank, call-

ing attacks in the Palestinian villages of Qusra and Jalud "crimi-

nal" and urging authorities to arrest those responsible.

"I strongly condemn the criminal acts of violence committed in

the villages of Qusra and Jalud," Netanyahu said in a statement

on Tuesday (local time), calling the attackers "a handful of rioters

who are violating the law."

Netanyahu said these attacks "harm Israel's international stand-

ing" and interfere with the military's operations in the West Bank,

reports Xinhua news agency.

The condemnation came after multiple Palestinians were report-

edly injured on Tuesday in attacks by Israeli settlers across the

West Bank.

Dozens of masked Israeli settlers raided Qusra, injuring several

Palestinians in the latest wave of settler violence, according to

reports.

In nearby Jalud, settlers attacked a Palestinian family and foreign

journalists, vandalising their vehicle and physically assaulting crew

members, according to activist Bashar al-Qaryouti.

More than half a million Israeli settlers live in the West Bank,

which Israel occupied in 1967, alongside about 3.4 million Pales-

Criminal acts committed by handful of rioters:

Netanyahu condemns settler violence in West Bank

tinians, according to Palestinian and Israeli

sources.

The UN Office for the Coordination of Humani-

tarian Affairs documented more than 1,330 settler

attacks causing Palestinian casualties or property

damage across the occupied West Bank from the

start of 2026 to late July, an average of more than

six incidents a day.

According to the Palestinian Liberation

Organisation's Commission against the Wall and

Settlements, Israeli forces and settlers carried out

2,256 attacks against Palestinians and their prop-

erty in the West Bank in July alone.

US lawmakers warn banks,

ports against Russian diesel as Trump

defends energy dealings with Moscow

“Any importation of Russian

diesel into the U.S. raises sig-

nificant legal questions and may

be subject to legal action, as well

as congressional investigations.

Companies that import products

in violation of U.S. law may ex-

pose themselves to both crimi-

nal and civil liability,” the law-

makers wrote. The letters went

to the CEOs of JPMorgan Chase,

Bank of America, Citigroup,

Wells Fargo Bank, Goldman

Sachs and Morgan Stanley, and

to the heads of the port authori-

ties of Houston, Corpus Christi

and Beaumont in Texas and of

New York/New Jersey.

Washington, Oct 27 : Presi-

dent Donald Trump warned

that a Democratic victory in

next week's congressional

elections could plunge the

United States into an eco-

nomic depression, as he

sought to rally Republican vot-

ers with promises of cash pay-

ments, lower taxes, tougher

immigration laws and an early

end to the war with Iran.

Addressing a campaign rally

in Mississippi, Trump por-

trayed the November 3 mid-

Trump warns of '1929 style

economic depression' if Democrats win Congress
term elections as a decisive test of

his presidency.

The President offered a sweeping

defence of his administration's

record, claiming unprecedented

investment commitments, declin-

ing crime, expanding manufactur-

ing and American military domi-

nance over Iran. He also renewed

criticism of Canada's trade poli-

cies and pledged to give every

adult American citizen $5,000 if

Republicans retained both cham-

bers of Congress.

"If the Democrats win, you will

have a 1929 style economic de-

pression," Trump told supporters

gathered at the Crossroads Arena

in Corinth.

The rally was organised to support

Republican Senator Cindy Hyde-

Smith, who faces Democratic

challenger Scott Colom in the No-

vember 3 election.

Trump promised a cash payment

to American adults if Republicans

won both the House of Rep-

resentatives and Senate.

"If Republicans win the

House of Representatives

and Senate, I am going to

give all adult citizens in the

United States $5,000," he

said. Trump claimed that tar-

iff revenues and economic

growth would provide suffi-

cient resources to finance the

programme.

He estimated its cost at ap-

proximately $1 trillion and

insisted that the federal gov-

ernment could afford the ex-

penditure. "The only caveat

is you have to spend the

money in the United States

of America," he said.

Washington, Oct 27 : Vice

President JD Vance has

pledged to crack down on visa

fraud and on companies that

lay off American workers and

replace them with cheaper

foreign labour, as he cam-

paigned in Kansas a week

before the November 3 mid-

term elections.

"We cut down on visa fraud

and cut down against any

company that would lay off an

American worker and then

replace them with a low wage

foreigner, because sover-

eignty means American jobs

go to American citizens and

sovereignty means maybe

most of all, that you control

Vance vows crackdown on firms replacing

Americans with 'low wage' foreign workers
your streets," Vance said at a

rally in Topeka, Kansas, on

Monday.

Vance did not name any visa

programme. But his remarks

come as the administration's

restrictions on skilled-worker

visas remain tied up in court,

an issue closely watched by

Indian professionals, who are

the largest group of H-1B ben-

eficiaries.

Two federal courts have

blocked the administration's

$100,000 fee on new H-1B pe-

titions, one in Massachusetts in

June and one in California on

September 30. The government

has appealed the California rul-

ing to the Ninth Circuit.

Kabul, Oct 27 : The UN Special Rappor-

teur on the situation of human rights in Af-

ghanistan, Richard Bennett, on Tuesday ex-

pressed his distress over reports of Pakistani

airstrikes in Afghanistan and resulting civil-

ian casualties. He urged Afghanistan and Pa-

kistan to de-escalate, exercise maximum re-

straint and respect international law, including

the protection of civilians and civilian objects

like hospitals. Bennett's statement comes as Af-

ghan officials reported that Pakistani airstrike

targeted the 2,000-bed Omid Addiction Treat-

ment Hospital in Kabul's Pul-e-Charkhi area,

killing at least 400 people and injuring 250 oth-

ers. In a post on social media 'X,' Richard

Bennett said, "Dismayed by fresh reports of

UN Special Rapporteur

'dismayed' by Pak's strike in Kabul, urges de-escalation
Pakistan airstrikes in Afghani-

stan and resulting civilian ca-

sualties. My condolences. I urge

parties to de-escalate, exercise

maximum restraint &amp; re-

spect international law, includ-

ing the protection of civilians

&amp; civilian objects such as

hospitals."

 Afghanistan's Ministry of In-

terior spokesperson Abdul

Matin Qane on Tuesday

warned that the country will

give a "teeth-breaking re-

sponse" to the deadly airstrikes

carried out by Pakistan in Kabul.

Geneva, Oct 27 : Naseem Baloch, Chairman

of the Baloch National Movement (BNM), has

alleged that Hindu and Christian girls across

Pakistan are being abducted, forcibly converted,

and married off, describing the ongoing prac-

tice as a violation of their identity, dignity, free-

dom of conscience, family life, and fundamen-

tal human rights. Addressing an event titled

'Forced Conversions and Minority Women' on

the sidelines of the 62nd Session of the United

Nations Human Rights Council (UNHRC 62)

at the Geneva Press Club, Naseem called on

the global community to take urgent notice of

the persecution of religious minorities as well

as the violence against Baloch people in Paki-

stan. "Forced conversion is not a private mat-

ter. It is not a family dispute. It is not a simple

change of faith. It is a violation of identity, dig-

nity, freedom of conscience, family life, and

basic human rights.

Geneva: Baloch activist exposes

ongoing minority persecution in Pakistan

US pushes AI
access, flags security risks
Washington, Oct 27 : The United

States wants countries in South

and Central Asia, including India,

to have access to “world class

technology” while avoiding de-

pendence on adversarial nations,

a senior State Department official

said, underscoring Washington’s

push to expand AI cooperation

with New Delhi.  Addressing the

US-India AI and Emerging Tech-

nology Forum, Deputy Assistant

Secretary of State Bethany

Morrison said the focus is on en-

suring technology access trans-

lates into tangible benefits for soci-

eties. “We want to make sure that

countries in our region have access

to world class technology and are

able to get that integrated into their

society to deliver the best value re-

sults.
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Smriti loses No.1 ODI

batter spot, Harmanpreet,

Deepti rise in ICC rankings
Dubai, Oct 27 : India skipper Smriti

Mandhana lost her position at the top

of the Women’s ODI batting

rankings, while Harmanpreet Kaur

and Deepti Sharma made significant

gains following their performances

in the ongoing series against Zimba-

bwe.  South Africa captain Laura

Wolvaardt reclaimed the No.1 spot

in the ODI batting rankings after

Mandhana lost valuable ranking

points for scores of 32 and zero in

India’s first two matches against

Zimbabwe. Mandhana scored 32 in

the opening ODI before being dis-

missed for a duck in the second

match.

India have already clinched the

three-match series in Vadodara af-

ter winning the first two games, with

several players making progress in

the latest rankings update.

Former India captain Harmanpreet

moved up two places to eighth among

ODI batters, while Deepti climbed

four spots to 23rd in the same cat-

egory. Both players scored centuries

in the second ODI, earning signifi-

cant gains in the rankings.

Deepti also moved up two places to

fourth among ODI all-rounders and

gained one spot to eighth in the ODI

bowlers’ rankings. India pacer

Kranti Gaud climbed two places to

25th among ODI bowlers, while

young batter Pratika Rawal rose

seven spots to a career-best 21st in

the ODI batting rankings. India play-

ers also made gains in the latest T20I

rankings. Shafali Verma moved up

one place to third among T20I bat-

ters.

SA vs AUS: Steve Smith ruled

out of Cape Town decider as Aussies make four changes
Cape Town, Oct 27 : Steve Smith

has been ruled out of the third and

final Test match against South Af-

rica at Newlands here due to the

neck issue he sustained in the sec-

ond Test match.

Smith's exclusion is among the

four changes the Aussies made for

the Cape Town Test, as opener Nic

Maddinson, fast-bowler Scott

Boland and Beau Webster missed

, with Nathan Lyon, Cooper

Connolly, Cameron Green and

Josh Inglis coming in as the

Aussies look to bounce back from

their innings and 31-run defeat in

the second game.

Smith's absence comes as a huge

blow for Australia as they will now

look to Green and Inglis to fill in

the role in the middle order, while

Connolly also gets a chance after

playing his only Test in early Febru-

ary 2025 in Sri Lanka.

Smith abruptly left a fitness test on the

match eve, and skipper Pat Cummins

confirmed that Smith had a try with

the bat on the morning of the game but

was not feeling great to go. "We’ve got

four changes.

3rd T20I: Abhishek's mayhem powers India to series-sealing win over New Zealand
Wellington, Oct 27 : Abhishek

Sharma's record-breaking show

powered India to a series-seal-

ing win over New Zealand in

the third T20I at Hnry Stadium

in Wellington on Tuesday.

Abhishek was on an absolute

carnage as he slammed his

fourth T20I century, ending at

113 from 38 balls to help India

gun down the 199-run target in

just 13.2 overs with six wickets

in hand. The victory helped India

take an unassailable 3-0 lead in the

five-match series.

Apart from his fourth T20I cen-

tury, this was Abhishek's 11th T20

ton, which is now the most by an

Indian player in the shortest for-

mat. He went past Indian veteran

Virat Kohli, who slammed 10 cen-

turies in T20s.

This has put Abhishek in third

place among the players with most

T20 tons, only behind Chris Gayle

(22) and Babar Azam (13).

While Abhishek slammed another

jaw-dropping knock, Vaibhav

Sooryavanshi, promoted to the

opening role for this game, also

impressed with 45 from 19 deliv-

eries as record books tumbled and

New Zealand bowlers faced the

brunt of the Indian batters. India smashed the high-

est-ever team total in a men's T20I powerplay,

hitting 118/0 in the first six overs. This has now

become the highest-ever score for a team in a

powerplay, going past the previous highest of Ro-

mania, who had made 116/0 against Serbia in a

T20I in 2021.

The two batters made a mockery of the depleted

New Zealand bowling attack as they went ham-

mer and tongs behind the target. India also

breached the 100-run mark in just five overs,

‘Play every ball on merit’: Chase

urges West Indies newcomers to

stay open-minded in Bangladesh
New Delhi, Oct 27: West Indies

captain Roston Chase wants his

inexperienced players to ap-

proach the upcoming two-

match Test series against

Bangladesh with an open mind,

saying the visitors must adapt

to the conditions rather than

make assumptions about the

pitches.

The first Test begins on

Wednesday, with only five

members of the West Indies

squad having previously played

Test cricket in Bangladesh.

Enzo's departure gave me more
prominent role in midfield: Chelsea's Romeo Lavia
New Delhi, Oct 27 : Chelsea midfielder Romeo

Lavia reflected on the increased responsibility in

midfield following Enzo Fernandez's departure,

saying it had given him the more prominent role

he had been working towards.

Fernandez, who joined Chelsea in 2022, completed

a permanent transfer to Premier League side

Manchester City last month. The Argentine inter-

national made 170 appearances during his time at

Stamford Bridge and scored 31 goals.

Meanwhile, Chelsea have completed the signing

of midfielder Romeo Lavia from Southampton. The

19-year-old has signed a seven-year contract at

Stamford Bridge, further strength-

ening Mauricio Pochettino's

squad.

"When a player like Enzo

Fernandez leaves the club, it

changes things for everyone. He

was a big part of this team, and

you do not replace that overnight.

But in football, when one door

closes, another one opens. His

departure has given me a more

prominent role in the midfield, and

it is a role I have been working

towards. I have devel-

oped a lot as a player

over the last year, and I

feel ready to take on

more responsibility,"

Lavia said on JioStar.

"The manager has

shown faith in me, and

the players around me

have helped me settle

into this position. I know

what is expected of me

now.

Healy, Jones question lack of spotlight for Australian women’s cricket
New Delhi, Oct 27 : Former Australia captain

Alyssa Healy and former international Mel Jones

have voiced concerns over the lack of visibility and

scheduling space for the country’s women’s cricket

team, despite its continued success on the global

stage.

Australia’s third ODI against New Zealand at North

Sydney Oval last Thursday clashed with the final

day of the men’s Test against South Africa in

Gqeberha. Rain in Sydney subse-

quently restricted the women’s

match to just 16 balls, bringing an

already frustrating evening to an

abrupt end.

“They’re playing at North Sydney

Oval at 7:15pm … the Test begins

at 7pm. I mean, we’re even clash-

ing against our own side that’s

playing overseas. It’s disappoint-

ing. I think the fact that our girls

are playing as well as they are and

aren’t quite getting the spotlight

here in our own country is really

frustrating,” Healy told

foxsports.com.au.

Jones echoed the sentiment, ques-

tioning why Australia’s women’s

team was not receiving the plat-

form its performances deserved.

“I completely agree with Midge

(Healy), which might be the first

time we’ve actually agreed on

something,” Jones laughed.

“We know that we have prob-

ably the best sporting team in

the world on our doorstep.

'India committed to clean sport',

says Dr. Mandaviya at convention against

doping in sport meet

New Delhi, Oct 27 : India firmly believes

that sporting excellence must always be

accompanied by integrity, Minister of

Youth Affairs &amp; Sports Dr. Mansukh

Mandaviya told the COP10 Bureau and a

panel of the UNESCO International Con-

vention against Doping in Sport.


