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Justice for everyone who suffered crop and
property losses due to Cyclone Arnab: CM Chandrababu
Amaravati, Oct 28: Andhra

Pradesh Chief Minister Nara

Chandrababu Naidu has assured

that justice will be provided to

everyone who has suffered losses

to their crops or property due to

Cyclone Arnab. Speaking to the

media today (Wednesday) from

the Real-Time Governance Cen-

tre at the State Secretariat, the

Chief Minister shared several de-

tails regarding the cyclone.

They stated that seven reviews

regarding this cyclone were con-

ducted within just three days,

and proactive measures were

taken at every stage. They fur-

ther explained that by continu-

ously relaying infor-

mation to district col-

lectors and field-level

officials via the Real-

Time Governance So-

ciety (RTGS), they

were able to mitigate

the severity of the

damage.

Revanth orders mandatory use of
treated water in Greater Hyderabad
Hyderabad, Oct 28 : Chief

Minister A. Revanth Reddy has

directed civic authorities in the

Greater Hyderabad limits to

ensure the supply of treated

water for all non-potable pur-

poses from November 1.

At a review meeting on sewage treatment plants

(STPs) and the utilisation of treated water on Wednes-

day, the Chief Minister instructed officials to supply

treated water for landscaping at government offices,

including the State Secretariat and the Chief Minister’s

camp office, road cleaning along the Outer Ring Road

(ORR), public parks and data centres.

Telangana targets
drug-free status by 2029 : Governor Shukla
Hyderabad, Oct 28  :

Telangana Governor Sri Shiv

Pratap Shukla on Wednesday

called for a statewide move-

ment against drug abuse, set-

ting a target of making the State

drug-free by 2029.

Addressing a Nasha Mukt

Bharat awareness programme

organised by the Telangana

branch of the Indian

Red Cross Society and

Osmania University’s

NSS Cell here at

Tagore Auditorium, the

Governor urged stu-

dents and youth to shun

drugs and contribute to

building a healthy so-

ciety.

He announced a 60-day anti-drug aware-

ness campaign from November 14 to

January 12, calling on educational insti-

tutions to organise rallies, seminars,

counselling sessions and exhibitions. He

also proposed making anti-drug pledges

mandatory at the time of admission to

schools and colleges. Emphasising that

people battling addiction need medical

treatment, counselling and family support

rather than social stigma, Shukla said the

fight should be against drugs, not those

affected by addiction. The Governor

highlighted the Indian Red Cross

Society’s growing reach in Telangana,

with membership exceeding 1.28 lakh

and more than 16 lakh registrations.

Railways denial triggers
Congress protest at Rail Nilayam
Hyderabad, Oct 28  : Tension

prevailed at South Central Rail-

way headquarters in Rail

Nilayam on Wednesday as

Congress leaders and cadres

staged a demonstration after

railway authorities declined to

operate special trains for party

workers traveling to a New

Delhi protest on November

1. Police personnel inter-

cepted the demonstrators as

they attempted to enter the

complex, subsequently ar-

resting several key figures

and shifting them to the

Monda Market police sta-

tion.

DGP Anand launches

Seven Digital services to strengthen policing
Hyderabad, Oct 28 : Telangana Di-

rector General of Police C.V. Anand

on Wednesday launched seven digi-

tal services developed by the Crimi-

nal Investigation Department (CID)

to improve police efficiency, public

accountability and crime investiga-

tion. The initiatives include a Citi-

zen Feedback Centre to collect pub-

lic responses on police services, a

unified software platform to moni-

tor 35 Bharosa Centres,  and a

website providing information about

CID activities.

Govt to adopt

constructive approach to

tackle drought : Uttam
Hyderabad, Oct 28  : Irrigation

and Civil Supplies Minister  N.

Uttam Kumar Reddy on

Wednesday assured that the

Telangana government would

adopt a constructive approach to

tackling the drought situation

and safeguard the interests of the

State and its farmers in inter-

State river water disputes.

Everyone should remember

the sacrifices made by police martyrs
District SP Mahesh B. Githe

has urged everyone to remem-

ber the services and sacrifices

of police martyrs who laid

down their lives while perform-

ing their duties...

NMDC ObservesNMDC ObservesNMDC ObservesNMDC ObservesNMDC Observes
Vigilance  Awareness Week 2026Vigilance  Awareness Week 2026Vigilance  Awareness Week 2026Vigilance  Awareness Week 2026Vigilance  Awareness Week 2026
NMDC Limited commenced Vigi-

lance Awareness Week 2026 on 26

October 2026 under the theme

“Probity for Prosperity” at its

Head Office, Hyderabad. Shri

Vinay Kumar, Director..

ICC Rankings: Abhishek reclaims T20I top spot,

Jansen becomes No. 1 Test bowler and all-rounder
India’s Abhishek Sharma re-

claimed the top spot in the ICC

T20I batting rankings, while

South Africa’s Marco Jansen be-

came the No. 1 ranked Test bowler

and all-rounder following...
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Thiruvananthapuram, Oct 28 : Kerala

Labour Minister Bindu Krishnan on

Wednesday criticised the now controver-

sial remarks by Grand Mufti of India

Sheikh Abubakr Ahmad, popularly

known as Kanthapuram A.P.

Aboobacker Musliyar, on women, say-

ing that while everyone has the right to

freedom of expression, his views are not

something that should be emulated.

Sheikh Abubakr Ahmad, also known as

Kanthapuram A.P. Aboobacker

Musliyar, is regarded as one of the most

senior and influential religious authori-

ties of the Sunni Muslim community in

India. “The Constitution treats everyone

as equal. The President of the country

herself is a woman. One can follow

one’s religious beliefs, but the Consti-

tution must also be respected,” Bindu

Krishnan said, responding to

Kanthapuram’s remarks that women

should remain confined to their homes

and should not enter the public sphere.

New Delhi, Oct 28 : The All In-

dia Institute of Medical Sciences

(AIIMS), Delhi, on Wednesday

declared the results of its mas-

sive faculty recruitment drive,

filling over 460 vacant positions

ranging from Assistant Profes-

sors to Professors across more

than 50 disciplines.  The selec-

tions cover AIIMS New Delhi

and the newly established

AIIMS-Central Armed Police

Forces Institute of Medical Sci-

ences (CAPFIMS) campus at

Maidan Garhi. The recruitment

saw over 3,200 applicants com-

peting for 265 posts at AIIMS

New Delhi and 199 posts at the

AIIMS-CAPFIMS campus. The

entire selection process, which

spanned six months, was con-

ducted with advanced digital

safeguards to ensure the highest

levels of transparency and integ-

rity. In a pioneering move,

AIIMS utilised block-chain digi-

tal technology for the recruit-

ment.

AIIMS Delhi announces

results for 460 faculty posts

using blockchain technology

Rajanna Sircilla, Oct  28: District SP Mahesh

B. Githe has urged everyone to remember the

services and sacrifices of police martyrs who

laid down their lives while performing their

duties for the well-being and protection of the

public. On Wednesday, as part of Police Com-

memoration Week, the District Police Depart-

ment organized a ‘2K Run’ from Ambedkar

Chowrasta to Bathukamma Ghat in Sircilla.

Speaking on the occasion, the District SP em-

phasized that every member of society should

act responsibly to help realize the ideals for

which these martyrs gave their lives. He

lauded the efforts of police personnel, who

Everyone should remember

the sacrifices made by police martyrs

carry out their duties with unwa-

vering commitment—often dis-

regarding the risk to their own

lives—to ensure public safety

and maintain law and order. He

explained that the primary ob-

jective of Police Commemora-

tion Week is not only to honor

the sacrifices of the martyrs but

also to raise public awareness

about the services provided by

the police and the challenges

they face in the line of duty. He

further urged the public to co-

operate with the police, re-

spect the law, and fulfill

their individual responsi-

bilities toward maintaining

peace and order in society.

DSPs Nagendrachari,

Srinivasulu, and

Venkateswarlu; CIs

Srinivas, Nageswara Rao,

and Venkatesh; RI

Madhukar; several SIs; as

well as students, police per-

sonnel, and walkers partici-

pated in this 2K run.

Respect Constitution: Minister

Bindu Krishnan to Kerala

cleric on remarks about women

TN prisons to get armed guards

after 17 inmates escape from Theni jail
Chennai, Oct 28 : Armed guards will be deployed

at all central and district prisons across Tamil Nadu

from Wednesday, following the escape of 17 in-

mates from Theni district jail, Director General of

Police, Prisons and Correctional Services, Sandeep

Rai Rathore said.  The deployment forms part of a

security overhaul announced after the jailbreak on

Monday night exposed

lapses in the handling of

a reported medical emer-

gency. Prison authorities

are also reviewing secu-

rity arrangements and

preparing a revised.

Bhagalpur, Oct 28 : Amid on-

going development work for the

proposed power plant in Bihar’s

Bhagalpur district, concerns

from local farmers have begun

to surface, particularly over the

removal of trees from govern-

ment-acquired land in the

Pirpainti area.

As preparations related to con-

struction move forward, the dis-

trict administration has sought to

reassure residents that environ-

mental rules and government

regulations are being strictly fol-

lowed.

Speaking to IANS, Bhagalpur

District Magistrate Nawal

Kishor Choudhary stated that the

Bihar government has clear pro-

visions in place regarding tree

removal on acquired land.

As per the rules being followed,

for every tree that is cut down,

three new saplings must be

planted as compensation. This

policy is being strictly adhered

to. The aim is to minimise envi-

ronmental damage and ensure

long-term ecological balance in

the region.

Three saplings for every

tree cut: DM clarifies rules

on Pirpainti Power Project

25 Cypriot companies expected to visit

India to explore maritime, shipping partnerships
New Delhi, Oct 28 : About

25 leading companies from

Cyprus  are  expected to

visit India in November to

explore  par tnerships  in

shipping,  ship  manage-

ment, maritime technology

and related sectors, accord-

ing to an official statement.

Union Minister of Ports,

Shipping and Waterways,

Sarbananda Sonowal, held a

series of meetings in Busan,

South Korea, with South Ko-

rean mari t ime inst i tut ions,

sh ipbui lders  and  sh ipping

companies, and with Cyprus’

Shipping Deputy Minister, as

India works to build the sup-

ply chain, finance, technology

and markets behind its ship-

building ambitions.

New Delhi, Oct 28 : A tragic in-

cident in Mainpuri, Uttar Pradesh,

has claimed three lives after a mud

wall of a house collapsed, bring-

ing down a tin shed structure and

trapping members of a family be-

neath the debris.

The accident occurred in

Atthapura village under the

Kurawali police station limits,

Three killed as mud wall

collapse brings down shed in UP village
triggering panic and grief in the

area.

According to local inputs, the

wall of the kutcha (mud) house

suddenly gave way, causing the

shed placed on top of it to col-

lapse simultaneously.

At least six members of the same

family were caught under the

debris.

Chandigarh, Oct 28 : Criticising the attack and

unruly behaviour by AAP workers at BJP offices

in Punjab, and accusing the police of acting under

political pressure while facilitating hooliganism

against party workers, BJP working chief Ashwani

Sharma on Wednesday warned that they would not

tolerate political intimidation or the misuse of po-

lice machinery.  Accompanying state media head

Vineet Joshi, Sharma launched a sharp attack on

the Aam Aadmi Party government, accusing it of

misusing state machinery, weakening democratic

institutions, and attempting to divert public atten-

tion from corruption allegations against its lead-

ers. Referring to the recent ED action in a money

laundering case involving Cabinet minister

Sanjeev Arora, the BJP working chief said when-

ever investigative agencies take action against AAP

leaders, the party immediately “starts raising slo-

Will not tolerate political

intimidation, Punjab BJP warns AAP govt
gans that democracy and the Constitu-

tion are under threat”. Sharma said that

neither “Punjab nor democracy is in

danger, but that the corrupt system of

the AAP government is certainly under

threat”. He alleged that the government

“is trying to create unrest and political

confrontation to shield corruption and

administrative failures”.

g District SP Mahesh B. Githe participates

enthusiastically in a ‘2K Run’ alongside stu-

dents, youth, police officers, and staff

g ‘2K Run’ held in Sircilla as part of Police

Commemoration Week

GI-Tagged Tandur

redgram makes global debut in Australia
Hyderabad, Oct 28  : Telangana’s GI-tagged Tandur

Redgram has entered the Australian market, with the

Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export De-

velopment Authority (APEDA) facilitating its first-ever

export shipment to the country.

A consignment of 2.5 metric tonnes, exported by

Hyderabad-based Durga Exports and Imports under the

brand AMMAAS, was flagged off virtually on Tuesday.

Australia-based Bharathma PTY Ltd. is the importer.

Telangana Agriculture Production Commissioner and

Secretary Surendra Mohan and APEDA Hyderabad AGM

R.P. Naidu flagged off the consignment in hybrid mode.

Tandur Redgram, Telangana’s first GI-tagged agricultural

product, is cultivated in Tandur, Basheerabad, Peddemul

and Yelal mandals. Known for its taste, cook-

ing quality and protein content of around

22–24%, the pulse has significant export

potential. APEDA said the shipment marks

an important step towards expanding in-

ternational markets for India’s GI-tagged

agricultural products and creating new op-

portunities for farmers, producer

organisations and exporters.
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CM Chandrababu provides major relief to cyclone victims
Amaravati, Oct 28  : Several

districts in Andhra Pradesh are

experiencing heavy rainfall due

to the impact of Cyclone

Arnab. The incessant rains

have severely disrupted daily life.

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister

Nara Chandrababu Naidu has an-

nounced relief measures in the

wake of Cyclone Arnab.

Assistance for Fisherfolk and Fish

Ponds

Rs. 5,000 for the repair of dam-

aged fishing nets

Rs. 10,000 as compensation for

the purchase of new fishing nets

Rs. 27,000 for non-motorized boats (including nets)

that are completely destroyed

Rs. 25,000 as compensation for fishing boats (includ-

ing nets) that are completely destroyed
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T
he government on Wednesday said India

and Mexico have taken a decisive step to

wards a stronger economic partnership

with the signing of the Terms of Reference (ToR)

for a Preferential Trade Agreement (PTA) between

the two nations.  Commerce Secretary Rajesh

Agrawal and Luis Rosendo Gutierrez Romano,

Mexico’s Undersecretary of Foreign Trade, for-

mally launched the trade negotiations. “Our shared

ambition: expand trade, unlock investment,

strengthen supply chains and create new oppor-

tunities for businesses in both countries,” the De-

partment of Commerce said in a statement on X.

India and Mexico are ready to turn untapped po-

tential into tangible prosperity through balanced,

ambitious and mutually beneficial negotiations,

the statement added. The proposed India-Mexico

trade agreement is expected to cover key Indian

exports, including automobiles, textiles, footwear,

plastics, steel, chemicals and toys, which face tar-

iffs of up to 50 per cent under Mexico’s new tariff

regime. According to official trade data, India’s

merchandise exports to Mexico stood at $5.73

billion in 2025-26, with automobiles accounting

for the largest share at $1.92 billion. The Com-

merce Secretary arrived in Mexico City for a two-

day official visit to advance trade and economic

ties. He held a fruitful discussion with Fernando

Gonzalez Saiffe, Director General for Asia-Pa-

cific, Secretaria de Relaciones Exteriores (SRE),

on India-Mexico relations and opportunities to

learn from each other through mutual coopera-

tion, leveraging our respective strengths and ad-

vancements.

He appreciated Mexico’s keen interest in strength-

ening political exchanges and reaffirmed India’s

shared commitment to mutual growth and pros-

perity. Agrawal highlighted the strong

complementarities between the two economies,

India’s robust growth of around 7 per cent, and

the vast untapped potential for trade, investment

and business partnerships. The PTA offers an op-

portunity to unlock new avenues of economic co-

operation, strengthen business linkages, and build

bridges across the Pacific towards shared pros-

perity, he observed. The Commerce Secretary also

engaged with Indian and Mexican business lead-

ers to explore opportunities, address challenges

and deepen trade and investment ties.

India, Mexico formally launch

preferential trade agreement negotiations

US Congressional hearing

examines CIA's use of universities, hospitals, prisons
Washington, Oct 28 : A con-

gressional hearing this week re-

newed scrutiny of the CIA's Cold

War-era MKULTRA

programme, with lawmakers and

expert witnesses alleging that the

agency secretly used universi-

ties, hospitals, prisons and other

institutions across the United

States to conduct mind-control

experiments on unwitting human

subjects while concealing the

full extent of the programme for

decades.  The House Oversight

and Accountability Committee's

Task Force on the Declassifica-

tion of Federal Secrets heard tes-

timony from historian Stephen

Kinzer and investigative journal-

ist Tom O'Neill, who argued that

key aspects of the CIA's

programme remain hidden be-

cause many records were delib-

erately destroyed or remain

heavily redacted.

Opening the hearing, Task Force

Chair Anna Paulina Luna said

Project MKULTRA "was not a

policy failure or an overzealous

programme that got out of hand."

"It was a deliberate, systematic

governmental operation that sub-

jected American citizens, prison-

ers, hospital patients, veterans,

ordinary people to LSD, elec-

troshock, hypnosis, sensory dep-

rivation, psychological torture

without their knowledge or con-

sent," she said.

Luna alleged that then-CIA Direc-

tor Richard Helms ordered the de-

struction of MKULTRA files be-

fore leaving office in 1973, call-

ing it "obstruction of justice" and

"criminal destruction of federal

records." She also disclosed that

she and Representative Eric

Burlison had recently visited CIA

headquarters after learning that

additional MKULTRA records

had been discovered.

"The CIA is currently in the pro-

cess of declassifying newly found

documentation," Luna said, add-

ing that the records relate to "a

forgery programme that was be-

ing housed under MKULTRA."

Kinzer, author of Poisoner in

Chief, testified that the

programme extended across pris-

ons, clinics and safe houses in the

United States and overseas.

"In its search for ways to destroy

a human mind and body,

MKULTRA conducted the most

extreme experiments on human

beings that have ever been carried

out by a US government agency,"

he said. "By any standard, they

qualify as medical torture."

He said surviving records show

that MKULTRA "comprised at

least 149 subprojects" involving

"more than 80 institutions" and

"185 non-government research-

ers."

Kinzer urged Congress to seek the

removal of remaining redactions

from declassified files.

"Now 70 years have passed. That

argument can no longer be valid,"

he said. "I would urge this com-

mittee to try to fill out all the blank

spaces in the documents that we

have."

O'Neill, author of Chaos, told law-

makers he believed previous con-

gressional investigations had not

been given a complete account of

the programme.

"I believe Congress was never told

the truth about what this

programme actually achieved," he

said. "I believe the agency misled

Congress in 1977 when it

characterised MKULTRA as a

failure."

He testified that his research un-

covered correspondence between

psychiatrist Louis Jolyon West

and Sidney Gottlieb, the CIA sci-

entist who led MKULTRA, dis-

cussing experiments involving

LSD, hypnosis and unwitting hu-

man subjects.

Kolkata, Oct 28 : The Indian

Coast Guard (ICG) organised

the 28th National Oil and Haz-

ardous and Noxious Sub-

stances (HNS) Spill Crisis

Management Plan (NOH-

CMP) and Preparedness Re-

Coast Guard highlights importance
of combating oil and hazardous substances spills

view in New Delhi on Wednesday.

The event was chaired by

Paramesh Sivamani, DG, ICG. It

brought together over 80 represen-

tatives from key central and state

ministries, government bodies,

major ports, and oil industry stake-

holders.  The primary agenda fo-

cused on evaluating and strength-

ening India's defensive readiness

against oil spills and HNS emer-

gencies within the Exclusive Eco-

nomic Zone (EEZ).  During the

meeting, the DG emphasised that

integrating the world's best prac-

tices and cutting-edge response

methods is vital to neutralise en-

vironmental hazards effectively.

Combating oil spills has been one

of the focus areas of the ICG for

years.

London, Oct 28 : PETA, the

world's largest animal rights

organisation, invited noted phi-

losopher and author Acharya

Prashant for a special dialogue at

PETA’s London office on Wednes-

day.  The fireside conversation

with PETA Foundation President

Mimi Bekhechi, held before a

packed audience, explored the

Acharya Prashant in dialogue with PETA Foundation President Mimi Bekhechi

in London, says 'one who is violent towards animals will be violent towards all'
philosophical foundations of ani-

mal consciousness, veganism, and

non-violence. Acharya Prashant

said that compassion is not a vir-

tue to be taught, but the very na-

ture of the human being, and the

real question is who taught us vio-

lence. This was Acharya

Prashant's fourth dialogue with

PETA's senior leadership. He has

earlier been in conversation with

PETA co-founder Ingrid Newkirk

and PETA's international presi-

dent Poorva Joshipura, and held

another extensive dialogue with

Joshipura in London during this

UK tour itself. Notably, PETA had

honoured Acharya Prashant with

its Most Influential Vegan of the

Year award in 2022.

Opening the conversation,

Bekhechi praised Acharya

Prashant's book 'Is She Just

Food to You', saying it addresses

the central challenge of the ani-

mal rights movement: helping

people see animals not as ob-

jects of consumption but as

thinking, feeling beings.

Acharya Prashant said that a

small child, on seeing a rabbit

or a lamb, wants to play with it,

not kill it. He asked, "Does the

human being have to be taught

compassion.
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Seoul, Oct 28 :  North Korea has replaced its

defence minister in a reshuffle of senior mili-

tary leadership, state media reported on

Wednesday. Kim Song-gi, director of the Gen-

eral Political Bureau of the North's Korean

People's Army, was appointed as the country's

new defence minister, replacing No Kwang-

chol, according to the North's Korean Cen-

tral News Agency (KCNA). No was removed

as defence minister and from the Party's cen-

tral leadership and appointed first vice-direc-

tor of the Munitions Industry Department of

the Workers' Party of Korea (WPK) Central

Committee. The reshuffle was decided at the

second meeting of the ninth WPK Central

Military Commission held the previous day,

which was guided by leader Kim Jong-un, the

report said. In the latest reshuffle, veteran

military official Pak Jong-chon was appointed

vice-chairman of the WPK Central Military

Commission after being re-elected as a mem-

ber of the Party's Central Committee and Po-

North Korea replaces Defence

Minister with Kim Song-gi in military reshuffle
litburo, reports Yonhap news

agency. Pak returned to the

forefront of the North's military

leadership after stepping down

from the Politburo and Party

secretary posts and being

dropped from the Central Mili-

tary Commission's vice chair-

manship in February. His re-

moval at the time sparked

speculation that he was step-

ping back from the front lines

due to his age. The vice chair-

manship is a key post oversee-

ing the North's military policies.

Leader Kim Jong-un chairs the

commission. The meeting "dis-

cussed a series of structural

reorganisation plans for the im-

provement and development of

the future overall defence af-

fairs," the KCNA said.

Islamabad, Oct 28 : Investigators in Paki-

stan probing the abduction and gangrape of

two foreign women have begun examining

a fresh line of investigation, as the suspi-

cion is now centring on a possible

cryptocurrency-related dispute behind the

high-profile case, according to local media

reports.

Muhammad Raza Dar, one of the principal

accused, is a relative of Pakistan's Deputy

Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ishaq

Dar. Some reports also suggest that Raza Dar

is a grandson of Ishaq Dar.

The new development came after one of the

survivors recorded her statement before a

judicial magistrate as part of the ongoing in-

vestigation.

In her testimony, she alleged that

Muhammad Raza Dar received $100,000 in

exchange for securing her release.

According to a copy of the survivor's state-

ment obtained by Pakistan-based ARY

News, she told the magistrate that a group

of armed men entered the house where she

and her friend had been staying.

Crypto dispute emerges in

foreign women gangrape case involving

Pakistan Dy PM Ishaq Dar's relative
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Andhra CM Naidu urges HM Shah to
send Central team to assess damage caused by Cyclone Arnab
Amaravati, Oct 28 : Andhra

Pradesh Chief Minister N.

Chandrababu Naidu on

Wednesday urged Union Min-

ister Amit Shah to depute a

Central team at the earliest to

assess the damage caused by

cyclone ‘Arnab’ in the state.

The Chief Minister sent a let-

ter hours after a severe cyclonic

storm crossed the Andhra

Pradesh coast. The Chief Min-

ister highlighted damage to

crops, houses, roads and electric-

ity poles due to the cyclone’s se-

verity and urged the Centre to

dispatch assessment teams at the

earliest to evaluate cyclone dam-

age.  He wrote that 16 NDRF and

11 SDRF teams have been de-

ployed across 14 districts for cy-

clone relief and rescue operations.

More than 28,000 people shifted

to rehabilitation centres in cy-

clone-affected areas.

The letter mentions that the state

machinery had been on the field

throughout the night. No loss of

life has been reported so far due

to the government’s advance pre-

paredness measures.

“Our preliminary assessment,

which is still being verified, shows

that the damage has been kept to

the minimum possible. I am re-

lieved to inform that no loss of

human life has been reported so

far,” reads the letter.

The Chief Minister stated that

Konaseema, Kakinada, East

Godavari, West Godavari,

Anakapalli and Krishna districts

have been severely affected by the

cyclone. Control rooms and the

State Emergency Operations Cen-

tre have been functioning round

the clock to manage the emer-

gency.  CM Naidu said that the

government has been prioritising

relief measures and restoration of

electricity and drinking water sup-

plies in affected areas.

He stated that a Comprehensive

report on cyclone damage will be

submitted to the Centre after a

detailed assessment, and also

urged the Centre to continue

support from NDRF and other

central agencies for relief and

rehabilitation operations.

NMDC Observes VigilanceNMDC Observes VigilanceNMDC Observes VigilanceNMDC Observes VigilanceNMDC Observes Vigilance
Awareness Week 2026Awareness Week 2026Awareness Week 2026Awareness Week 2026Awareness Week 2026
Hyderabad, Oct 28 : NMDC Limited commenced

Vigilance Awareness Week 2026 on 26 October

2026 under the theme “Probity for Prosperity” at

its Head Office, Hyderabad. Shri Vinay Kumar,

Director (Technical), administered the Integrity

Pledge to officials and employees, reaffirming the

organisation’s commitment to integrity, transpar-

ency and accountability in all spheres of its opera-

tions. The programme was followed by the read-

ing of messages from the Hon’ble President,

Hon’ble Vice-President and Hon’ble Prime Minis-

ter of India by senior officials, along with the mes-

sage from the Central Vigilance Commission, by

the Chief Vigilance Officer. Similar pledge-taking

activities were administered by respective Head of

Projects across NMDC’s project units, reinforcing

a shared commitment to ethical conduct and good

governance.

GENERAL NEWS

Awareness regarding the harmful effects of  drug use must be
raised through coordinated efforts : District Collector Garima Agrawal

District-level Narcotic Control meeting held at

the Integrated District Offices Complex (IDOC)

by the District Collector and Superintendent of

Police (SP) Mahesh B. Githe

Rajanna Sircilla, Oct 28 :

District Collector Garima

Agrawal has directed officials

from all departments to con-

duct extensive awareness pro-

grams—in a coordinated man-

ner—regarding the adverse

consequences and problems

associated with drug use. On

Wednesday, the District Col-

lector, along with SP Mahesh

B. Githe, held a district-level

Narcotic Control meeting with

officials from various depart-

ments at the Integrated District

Offices Complex.

During the meeting, detailed

discussions were held on sev-

eral key issues, including: the

NDPS (Narcotic Drugs and Psy-

chotropic Substances) cases reg-

istered in the district; measures to

prevent the cultivation of cannabis

(ganja); strategies for controlling

narcotic substances; specific ini-

tiatives to be undertaken by indi-

vidual departments; the need for

widespread public outreach re-

garding the dangers of drug abuse;

and the medical services provided

at de-addiction centers.

District Collector Garima

Agrawal advised that every de-

partment participating in the

district’s narcotic control initiative

should develop and implement a

specific action plan. She further

directed that the Police, Excise,

and Health & Medical depart-

ments should work in coordina-

tion to organize awareness pro-

grams concerning the harmful

impacts of drug and narcotic sub-

stance use. Instructions have been

issued for food inspectors to con-

duct inspections at shops. The Dis-

trict Medical and Health Officer

has been directed to identify indi-

viduals addicted to narcotics and

ensure they receive necessary

treatment and counseling, includ-

ing referral to de-addic-

tion centers. Officials

from the Forest and Agri-

culture departments have

been instructed to moni-

tor forest lands under

their jurisdiction and im-

mediately inform the po-

lice if any cannabis culti-

vation is discovered. It

was noted that regular

awareness programs are

being conducted.
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CM Chandrababu Naidu calls on alliance
leaders to work as a single team in local elections
Amaravati, October 28:

Chief Minister Chandrababu

Naidu held a teleconference

with 45,000 leaders and party

workers from the TDP,

Janasena, and BJP. Speaking

on the occasion, the Chief Min-

ister stated that the three par-

ties had entered the 2024 elec-

tions with the promise of 'good

governance' (suparipalana). He

noted that the public placed

their trust in the alliance, de-

livering a historic victory for

the NDA. He emphasized that

the current administration is

governing in alignment with

the people's trust and is deliv-

ering the good governance that

was promised.

They stated that the workers of

the three parties worked in the

general elections with a unified

voice and a common path.

The Chief Minister remarked

that even within a single party,

various challenges often arise

during election periods; natu-

rally, when an alliance consists

of three parties, such issues are

to be expected. He urged the

leaders to overcome these mi-

nor differences for the sake of

the state. He called upon the

three parties to function as a

single, unified team for the lo-

cal body elections, just as they

had worked together during the

general elections. He further

stated that the heads of the re-

spective parties have already

met and reached a clear under-

standing regarding seat-

sharing, and he instructed

the alliance’s workers to

carry out their duties in

alignment with this arrange-

ment.

It was clarified that those

who did not receive seats

would be provided with

opportunities through

nominated posts or chair-

man positions. A call was

made to support the candi-

dates finalized by the NDA

and to work towards their

victory. It was further stated

that running as rebels or in-

dependent candidates is not

permitted, as such actions

go against the principles of

the alliance.

The Chief Minister criti-

cized the 'Axe Party' (a ref-

erence to the YSRCP,

whose election symbol is an

axe) for filing 62 peti-

tions—taking the matter all

the way to the Supreme

Court—in an attempt to

stall the local body elec-

tions. He noted that the Su-

preme Court, however, did

not agree to postpone the

elections.

 He further stated that the

state is facing a severe im-

pact from Cyclone 'Arnab'

(likely referring to Cyclone

Nivar/a similar weather

system) and that he has

briefed Union Minister

Amit Shah on the situation.

Kavitha seeks Assembly resolution on separate OBC column in Census
Hyderabad, Oct.28  :

Telangana Rakshana Sena

(TRS) president Kalvakuntla

Kavitha on Wednesday said reservations were an asset to be

passed on to future generations and urged the Telangana As-

sembly to adopt a resolution asking the Centre to include.

Abid Road police recover

35 lost mobile phones through CEIR Portal
Hyderabad, Oct 28  : Abid Road Police have re-

covered 35 lost mobile phones through the Central

Equipment Identity Register (CEIR) portal and

handed them over to their respective owners.

Acting on complaints from victims, police uploaded

details of the missing phones to the CEIR portal and

traced the devices. All 35 phones were returned to

their owners after completing the necessary formali-

ties, with five phones delivered directly to the vic-

tims’ doorsteps.

Police advised citizens who lose their mobile phones

to lodge a complaint at the concerned police station

with identity proof and relevant documents to fa-

cilitate recovery.

The recovery operation was carried out by DSI K.

Sreeramulu, PC K. Prakash (5782), WPC Pavani

(31617) and other staff under the supervision of Abid

Road SHO K. Parashuram and Detective Inspector

K. Prasada Rao.



Seoul, Oct 28 : The South Korean won has fallen

nearly 6 per cent against the US dollar this year, cen-

tral bank data showed on Wednesday, as foreign in-

vestors sold off more than 156 trillion won ($102.3

billion) worth of domestic stocks. The average ex-

change rate stood at 1,484.56 won per dollar during

the first half of the year, according to the Bank of

Korea's Economic Statistics System.

It marked the second-highest first-half average on

record, behind 1,493.08 won in the first half of 1998

during the Asian financial crisis, reports Yonhap

news agency. The exchange rate climbed above the

1,500-won level in March for the first time since the

global financial crisis, following the outbreak of

conflict in the Middle East. Although it briefly re-

treated to the low 1,400-won range, it rebounded

above 1,500 won in mid-May and has remained

above this level ever since. The broad weakness of

the won this year has made it one of the worst-per-

forming major currencies.

New Delhi, Oct 28 :

NPCI Bharat BillPay

Limited said on

Wednesday that forex

transactions on its

Bharat Connect plat-

form surpassed Rs 100

million in value be-

tween April and July

2026.

The forex category,

launched at the Global

Fintech Fest 2025, pro-

cessed Rs 27.06 mil-

lion in FY26 and then

handled Rs 111.91 mil-

lion in the first four

months of FY27, tak-

ing cumulative trans-

actions to Rs 138.97

million, the statement

from NBBL said.

NBBL’s Bharat Connect forex

transactions cross Rs 100 million in four months
The offering integrated NBBL’s Bharat Con-

nect platform with FX-Retail, developed by

the Clearing Corporation of India Ltd. (CCIL)

and provided customers with transparent, com-

petitive forex pricing through an interoperable

digital ecosystem.

Traditionally, forex purchases involve limited

price visibility, dependence on specific bank-

ing or authorised dealer channels and offline

or fragmented processes, while lack of trans-

parency made it difficult for customers to com-

pare rates and understand the total cost of a

transaction. Bharat Connect addressed these

challenges through an interoperable digital

marketplace for forex services, supported by

regulated banking partners.

The platform is also seeing a growing number

of large-ticket transactions as live and trans-

parent pricing enables customers to compare

available rates and make meaningful savings

on forex transactions, the statement added.

Bharat Connect is helping modernise forex

purchases through an open, interoperable, and mar-

ket-linked ecosystem with RBI’s guidance and CCIL’s

FX-Retail underpinning transparent price discovery.

Regulated forex providers and digital platforms were

integrated into a common infrastructure, giving cus-

tomers greater access, choice, and convenience. The

ecosystem brought together leading banks and cus-

tomer-facing platforms. “On the fulfilment side, par-

ticipating billers include Axis Bank, Bank of Baroda,

Federal Bank, HDFC Bank, ICICI Bank, Punjab Na-

tional Bank, State Bank of India and YES Bank,” the

statement said. Customer-facing platforms include

BHIM, Bank of Baroda, CRED, Federal Bank,

MobiKwik, Punjab National Bank and State Bank of

India, expanding the avenues through which custom-

ers can access forex services digitally.

Seoul, Oct 28 :  Corporate

taxes paid by Samsung Elec-

tronics Co. and SK hynix Inc.

totalled a combined 11.2 tril-

lion won ($8.1 billion) in the

first half of this year amid the

recent semiconductor

supercycle, financial data

showed on Wednesday.

Samsung Electronics paid 3.99

trillion won in corporate taxes

and SK hynix paid 7.22 trillion

won in the first half, according

to data from the Repository of

Korea's Corporate Filings, op-

erated by the Financial Super-

visory Service.

The two companies' combined

corporate taxes jumped 167

Samsung, SK hynix's
corporate tax tops $8.1 billion in H1 2026

percent from a year earlier, marking

the second-highest first-half total on

record, reports Yonhap news agency.

The figure followed the record 15.63

trillion won they paid in the first half

of 2019, based on their record-high

profits during a memory chip boom in

2018. Generally, companies pay cor-

porate taxes in March for the previ-

ous fiscal year that ends in December

and in August for their interim first-

half profits. Market watchers expect

the two companies' corporate tax pay-

ments to increase further as Samsung

Electronics and SK hynix posted first-

half operating profits of 146.7 trillion

won and 98.2 trillion won, respec-

tively, compared with 11.4 trillion won

and 16.7 trillion won the previous year.

Korean won falls

nearly 6 pc against US dollar this year

Mumbai, Oct 28 : The Securities

and Exchange Board of India

(SEBI) on Wednesday announced

a new set of rules for the equity

Futures and Options (F&O) seg-

ment.

These changes aim to improve

transparency, control excessive

speculation, and bring more sta-

bility to the market.

One of the major changes intro-

duced by the SEBI is a new

method for measuring open inter-

est (OI) in the equity F&amp;O

segment.

Open interest refers to the total

number of outstanding contracts

SEBI introduces new rules for

equity F&O segment to boost transparency, stability
in futures or options. The SEBI

said it will now closely moni-

tor the open interest levels dur-

ing the day, especially for

single stock futures and op-

tions, instead of waiting until

the end of the day.

The capital market regulator

has also decided to link the

market-wide position limit

(MWPL) to the cash market

volume and the free float of the

stock.

MWPL is the maximum num-

ber of contracts that can be

open in F&amp;O trading for

a particular stock.

Mumbai, Oct 28 : India's hospi-

tality industry demonstrated re-

markable momentum in Q1 2026,

with RevPAR (revenue per avail-

able room) surging 16.3 per cent

compared to the same period last

year, a report showed on Wednes-

day.   The hospitality sector's

strong performance continued se-

quentially, with an 8 per cent

RevPAR increase from Q4 2026

across pan-India markets.

Investor confidence remains high,

evidenced by 79 new hotel

signings totalling 9,478 keys dur-

ing this three-month period, sig-

nalling sustained expansion in

India's accommodation landscape,

according to the JLL report.

Indian hospitality sector’s

revenue per available room

surges 16.3 pc in Q1

Chennai, Oct 28 : Tamil Nadu’s

cooperative dairy brand Aavin

has increased the prices of 63

products, including ghee, butter,

curd, milkshakes and sweets, cit-

ing higher raw material prices

and production costs.

The revised rates will take effect

on Wednesday. The increase

comes ahead of Diwali, adding

to household expenses during a

period when demand for sweets

and dairy products typically

rises.

The revision covers several ev-

eryday purchases as well as

products bought for festive con-

sumption. Under the revised

structure, the price of a 100-gram

pack of ghee will rise from Rs

85 to Rs 95, while a 500-ml pack

will cost Rs 400, against the ex-

isting Rs 365. A 100-gram pack

of butter will become costlier by

Rs 10, increasing from Rs 60 to

Rs 70.

TN: Aavin steeply raises

prices of 63 dairy

products ahead of Diwali

Century Plyboards’
Q4 net profit falls 34 pc, expenses climb
Mumbai, Oct 28 : Century Plyboards (India) Limited on

Wednesday reported a 34 per cent year-on-year (YoY) drop

in its net profit to Rs 52.50 crore for the fourth quarter (Q4),

down from Rs 79.50 crore in the same quarter previous fis-

cal (Q4 FY24).  Revenue from operations rose 13 per cent to

Rs 1,198 crore in the quarter, compared to Rs 1,060.7 crore

in Q4 FY26, according to its stock exchange filing.

However, rising costs impacted the company’s bottom line.

Total expenses climbed to Rs 1,118.68 crore, up 16.65 per

cent from Rs 959.02 crore a year ago. The cost of materials

consumed during the quarter increased by 19.04 per cent to Rs

582.75 crore. Finance costs nearly doubled, rising 85.63 per

cent to Rs 18.95 crore from Rs 10.21 crore in the same period

previous financial year. Other expenses also rose by 18.55 per

cent to Rs 244.35 crore, as per the company’s regulatory filing.

Century Plyboards’ EBITDA dropped slightly by 1.8 per cent

to Rs 134.6 crore from Rs 137 crore in Q4 previous year. The

EBITDA margin shrank to 11.23 per cent from 12.93 per cent,

a contraction of 170 basis points.

Despite the dip in profits, the board

of directors has recommended a

dividend of Re 1 per equity share

for the financial year ended March

31 (FY25). Century Plyboards is the

homegrown manufacturer of ply-

wood, laminates, veneers, and

other wood-based products. The

company, established in 1986,

serves both residential and com-

mercial markets and is known

for its innovation and product

range.

Six of top-10 most-valued firms add over Rs 1 lakh crore in market value last week
Mumbai, Oct 28 : The com-

bined market valuation of six

of India's 10 most-valued com-

panies rose by more than Rs 1

lakh crore last week, led by a

sharp gain in Bharti Airtel, as

benchmark equity indices ex-

tended their winning streak amid

sustained investor optimism.

The rally came as the Sensex ad-

vanced 663.44 points, or 0.86 per

cent, during the week, while the

Nifty gained 214.85 points, or

0.89 per cent. Among the top gain-

ers, Bharti Airtel recorded the

biggest increase in market valu-

ation, with its market capitali

sation rising by Rs 36,529.21

crore to Rs 11,63,877.30 crore.

Bajaj Finance followed with an

addition of Rs 33,059.83 crore,

taking its valuation to Rs

6,43,141.36 crore. ICICI Bank also

posted a strong performance, with

its market

capitalisation in-

creasing by Rs

16,084.29 crore to

Rs 10,11,695.03

crore.

Meta says it has zero tolerance policy against

CSAM, uses AI to proactively detect violating content
New Delhi, Oct 28 : Meta on

Wednesday said it maintains a

zero tolerance policy towards the

solicitation or sharing of child

sexual abuse material (CSAM),

including through advertise-

ments, asserting that it uses ad-

vanced artificial intelligence.
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Chennai, Oct 28 : Tamil Nadu Social Welfare and

Women's Rights Minister Jagatheeswari on Wednesday

said the state government is working to increase the

monthly women’s entitlement assistance from Rs 1,000

to Rs 2,500, while assuring that the revised benefit would

be extended to all eligible beneficiaries across the state.

In remarks at an eye screening camp organised in

Rajapalayam to mark Chief Minister C. Joseph Vijay’s

birthday, the minister said the government remained com-

mitted to fulfilling its promises and ensuring that welfare

schemes reached every deserving woman in Tamil Nadu.

Jagatheeswari said the Tamizhaga Vettri Kazhagam (TVK)

government was functioning solely for the welfare of the

TN govt working to raise women’s

monthly entitlement to Rs 2,500, says Minister Jagatheeswari
people and reiterated the

Chief Minister’s commit-

ment to running a corrup-

tion-free administration.

"There will not be even

one per cent corruption in

the TVK government,"

she said, appealing to the

public to report any in-

stance in which govern-

ment officials demand

money for providing

public services.

"If any official seeks a bribe from the

public, inform us immediately. If the

complaint is found to be genuine, strict

action will be taken without delay," she

said, adding that public cooperation was

essential to realise the Chief Minister’s

vision of establishing a completely cor-

ruption-free government.

Ranchi, Oct 28 :  The Criminal

Investigation Department (CID),

probing irregularities in

Jharkhand's JPSC and JSSC re-

cruitment examinations, has un-

covered a massive scam involving

a sophisticated racket that ranged

from software-based result ma-

nipulation to removing answer

scripts from highly secure strong

rooms for rewriting.

The revelations have come from

statements of arrested employees

and directors of examination-con-

ducting agencies, as well as

middlemen interrogated during the

CID probe. Investigators have

found evidence suggesting that an-

swer scripts were taken out of se-

cure strong rooms, rewritten by

experts at hotels and rented flats,

and later returned clandestinely to

the storage facilities. The CID is

currently expanding its investiga-

tion by examining technical evi-

dence, server logs and financial

transactions linked to the alleged

syndicate. According to the CID's

Special Investigation Team (SIT),

outsourced agencies responsible

for conducting examinations alleg-

edly developed software.

JPSC-JSSC scam: CID uncovers

result manipulation, answer

scripts rewritten outside strong rooms

Gandhinagar, Oct 28 : The

Gujarat government has in-

creased the financial assis-

tance provided under the

'Divyang Marriage Assis-

tance Scheme' from Rs

50,000 to Rs 75,000, with

the revised amount coming

into effect., State Social Jus-

tice and Empowerment

Minister Manisha Vakil told

the Legislative Assembly.

Replying to a question in the

House, Vakil said the state

government “is continu-

ously striving to ensure that

persons with disabilities can

live with self-respect in so-

ciety,” outlining both finan-

cial and administrative

changes made to the

scheme.

She informed the Assembly

that in the Surat district, 79

applications were approved

under the scheme over the

past one year.

Gujarat raises Divyang

marriage aid to

Rs 75,000; 79 Surat couples

get Rs 41.75 lakh

New Delhi, Oct 28 : Minister of State

for Personnel, Public Grievances, and

Pensions, Dr Jitendra Singh, on

Wednesday highlighted the Central

government's employee-centric initia-

tives, particularly the decision to re-

deploy nearly 65,000 erstwhile Ord-

nance Factory employees into regu-

lar government service, following the

restructuring of the Ordnance Factory

Board.  Addressing a delegation rep-

resenting Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh

(BMS).

Centre absorbed 65,000 former

Ordnance Factory staff in

regular govt jobs: Dr Jitendra Singh

Patna, Oct 28 : Police in Bihar’s

Muzaffarpur district have achieved

a major breakthrough by busting a

truck robbery involving medicines

and arresting a member of an in-

ter-district criminal gang on

Wednesday. The operation was

carried out in the Fakuli police

station area, leading to the recov-

ery of the stolen truck, medicines

worth lakhs of rupees, and the

safe rescue of the driver and

cleaner. According to

Muzaffarpur SSP Sushil Kumar,

around 10 armed criminals inter-

cepted a courier truck carrying

medicines on the Hajipur-

Jandaha main road. “The crimi-

nals took the driver and cleaner

hostage at gunpoint. While the

Bihar: Inter-district truck
robbery gang busted, driver rescued

stolen truck was driven away by the

gang, the driver was escorted in a

luxury car, and the cleaner was held

captive inside the truck,” Kumar said.

After the incident, the criminals left

the main road and attempted to flee

towards Muzaffarpur via rural routes.

Experts gather in Bhagalpur

to chart roadmap for horticulture-led livelihood growth
Bhagalpur (Bihar), Oct 28 : A national con-

ference on ‘Accelerated Horticultural Devel-

opment for Livelihood Improvement in Amrit

Kaal’ is being held, at Bihar Agricultural Uni-

versity, Sabour, in Bhagalpur district, Bihar.

The conference has brought together promi-

nent scientists, policymakers, and academi-

cians from across the country.

The primary objective of the event is to de-

liberate and formulate new strategies and ac-

tion plans to drive growth in India's horticul-

ture sector.

Rohtak, Oct 28 : Shiromani Akali Dal

(SAD) President Sukhbir Badal on Wednes-

day appealed to the people to bring regional

parties back to power while asserting that

they alone were capable of looking after the

interests of the farmers and the poor.   Ad-

dressing a public gathering named Samman

Rally here on the occasion of the 112th birth

anniversary of former Deputy Prime Minis-

ter Chaudhary Devi Lal, the Akali Dal Presi-

dent said national parties do not think about

the welfare of the farmers or the poor.

INLD rally: Akali Dal

chief bats for regional parties

New Delhi, Oct 28  : In a novel

awareness campaign named 'Santa

Se Seekh', the Delhi Police held

street plays and other activities

across all its 15 districts to educate

the public against cybercrimes and

online frauds.

Additional CP and PRO Sanjay

Tyagi said, "The Delhi Police has

‘Santa Se Seekh’: Delhi Police educates people against cyber crimes, frauds
an ongoing campaign to curb the

rising incidents of cybercrime by

creating public awareness. Taking

advantage of the occasion of Christ-

mas today, we organised this

programme under the name 'Santa

Se Seekh'. Across every district,

people were made aware through

street plays, video films, and other

methods about how to take pre-

cautions against cybercrime."

The campaign was conducted

across all 15 police districts of

Delhi at one prominent location

each having high public footfall,

such as markets and malls, to ef-

fectively reach a large and di-

verse audience.
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Punjab BJP rebukes Harsimrat’s assertion on ‘Veer Bal Diwas’
Chandigarh, Oct 28 :  The

Punjab BJP on Wednesday re-

buked to Shiromani Akali Dal

and Bathinda MP Harsimrat

Kaur Badal’s assertion on the

controversy surrounding the

observance of “Veer Bal

Diwas”.  Citing an earlier

tweet by Kaur, BJP spokesper-

son Pritpal Singh Baliawal

pointed out that it was she her-

self who in 2019 advocated

commemorating the martyr-

dom of the Sahibzadas under

the title “Bal Diwas”.

He questioned why a term that

was considered entirely ap-

propriate by the Akali Dal un-

til 2019 has suddenly become ob-

jectionable after the breakdown of

the BJP-SAD alliance.  Baliawal

highlighted that even in 2018, dur-

ing an event organised at Vigyan

Bhawan in New Delhi by the

Delhi Sikh Gurdwara Manage-

ment Committee (DSGMC), Akali

Dal President Sukhbir Badal had

expressed concurrence with the

name “Bal Diwas”.  He remarked

that the present Opposition by the

Akali Dal reflected a clear contra-

diction of its own earlier stand.

Stating that during the period of

alliance with the BJP, all sensitive

issues related to religion, agricul-

ture, and Punjab were discussed

and resolved through mutual con-

sultation, Baliawal said the Akali

Dal leadership repeatedly

breached this trust.  He said such

issues were later used for politi-

cal posturing and to falsely por-

tray the BJP as anti-Punjab, solely

to safeguard the Akali Dal’s

shrinking political space and to

hinder the BJP’s growth in the

state.  Baliawal emphasised that

under the leadership of Prime

Minister Narendra Modi, the BJP

has consistently demonstrated the

highest respect for Sikh history,

traditions, and the supreme sacri-

fices of the Sahibzadas.  The dec-

laration of “Veer Bal Diwas”, he

said, is a global acknowledgement

of their unparalleled martyrdom

and courage.

Appealing to the Akali Dal and its

leadership, Baliawal urged them

not to exploit religious sentiments

for political gains and to accept the

reality of the stand they them-

selves had earlier taken.

He asserted that political differ-

ences must not be imposed upon

the sacred martyrdom days of the

Sahibzadas. Former Union Min-

ister Kaur has slammed an adver-

tisement issued by the Central

government on Veer Bal Diwas

and termed it as a direct attack on

Sikh Principles. In a social media

post, she said first the Centre

named martyrdom day of

Sahibzada Zorawar Singh and

Sahibzada Fateh Singh as ‘Veer

Bal Diwas’, ignoring Sikh senti-

ments, and now these adver-

tisements are being issued to-

tally ignoring Sikh principles,

and it is a direct attack on Sikh

traditions and principles.



Seoul, Oct 28 : South Korea's

main opposition People

Power Party (PPP) on

Wednesday criticised the gov-

ernment for downplaying a

strike on a South Korean-op-

erated cargo vessel in the

Strait of Hormuz and refrain-

ing from describing it as an

Iranian attack. A South Ko-

rean investigation team has

concluded that two "uniden-

tified airborne objects"

caused an explosion and fire

Islamabad, Oct 28 : The Paki-

stani government is maintaining

the same claim as the ringleader

of the grooming gang in the UK's

Rochdale by saying he is no longer

a Pakistani citizen, a media report

said.  "Pakistan is refusing to take

back a ringleader of the Rochdale

grooming gang on the grounds that

he is no longer a citizen of the

country after ripping up his pass-

port. Shabir Ahmed, who was

freed this week after serving 14

years in prison for 30 child rape

offences, claims that he renounced

his Pakistani citizenship, The

Telegraph reported. Britain is dis-

puting the claims of the grooming

gang leader, but Pakistani officials

and ministers are saying that he is

no longer a Pakistani citizen,

which stops the return of the of-

fender to the country of his birth.

“Pakistan’s refusal to take Ahmed

back is seen within the UK Gov-

ernment as a bigger hurdle to his

deportation than closing a loop-

hole in the 1971 Immigration Act

that bars his removal from the UK

South Korea's main Oppn slams govt for

not identifying Iran behind attack on cargo vessel
aboard the Panama-flagged cargo

vessel Namu, operated by South

Korean shipping firm HMM Co.,

in the conflict-hit strait last week,

reports Yonhap news agency.

"Our government earlier insisted

there were low chances that the

vessel had come under attack,"

PPP leader Jang Dong-hyeok said

during a meeting of the party's su-

preme council. "Now that the

strike has been confirmed, it is

saying it will not prejudge who

was behind the attack. "(The gov-

ernment) has no willingness what-

soever to protect the safety and

property of the people," he added.

Jang also argued that the Iranian

state media has already acknowl-

edged the attacks. "It's like the at-

tacker is making a confession, and

the person who got hit is de-

nying it," he said. Last week,

Iran's state-run Press TV pub-

lished a commentary piece

implying that targeting a South

Korean vessel that violated

maritime rules.

Pakistan echoes the claims

of grooming gang leader on citizenship
as a Commonwealth Citizen,”

noted the report. "There is prob-

ably a way of solving the prob-

lem over the 1971 Immigration

Act. That is more solvable than

the Pakistan side of the equa-

tion,"  a government source said,

as reported by The Telegraph.

Ahmed left Pakistan in the late

1960s and had dual citizenship.

He was jailed for 22 years in

2012 and stripped of his UK

passport in 2016 to facilitate his

deportation when he was re-

leased from prison. His victims

were promised that he would be

deported.  At least 250,000 girls

and likely more were subjected to

gang rape, trafficking, torture, and

coerced pregnancy over several

decades, with the perpetrators

overwhelmingly being of Paki-

stani Muslim heritage and the en-

abling institutions overwhelm-

ingly of the British state, accord-

ing to a 219-page report released

by a privately funded parliamen-

tary inquiry into organised child

sexual exploitation in the UK.

Sao Paulo, Oct 28 : Brazil's

Supreme Federal Court has

temporarily suspended a law

that could shorten prison

terms for individuals con-

victed over the January 8,

2023, attacks on government

buildings, including former

President Jair Bolsonaro.

Justice Alexandre de Moraes,

who was assigned to review

the law's constitutionality, is-

sued the decision on Wednes-

day (local time), reports

Xinhua news agency.

In his ruling, Moraes said the

suspension was necessary to

ensure legal certainty while

the court determines whether

the law is compatible with

Brazil's constitution.

The full court is expected to

Brazil's supreme court suspends

law that could shorten Bolsonaro's prison sentence
review legal challenges to the legislation, which

was promulgated on Thursday by Congress

President Davi Alcolumbre after lawmakers

overturned a veto by President Luiz Inacio Lula

da Silva. Bolsonaro was sentenced by the Su-

preme Federal Court in September last year to

27 years and three months in prison for leading

an attempted coup.  Earlier in March, the First

Chamber of Brazil's Supreme Federal Court had

rejected a request for humanitarian house ar-

rest for former President Jair Bolsonaro.

The court's decision confirmed a preliminary

ruling by Justice Alexandre de Moraes, who

determined that the detention facility guaran-

tees necessary healthcare.

Moraes noted that while the defence cited a

medical report, the report itself ruled out the

need for hospitalisation.

The justice also emphasised that Bolsonaro's

frequent meetings with allies demonstrate that

his physical and mental health were compat-

ible with his current regime of imprisonment.

Rome, Oct 28 : Italy’s Defence Minister

Guido Crosetto on Wednesday expressed

optimism regarding the upcoming North At-

lantic Treaty Organisation (NATO) Sum-

mit in Ankara.  "Ankara (Summit) has been

built so that everything works, commit-

ments will be respected and each country

presents itself having done its part,"

Crosetto said, via video, at the 'Pantelleria

Mediterraneo d’Autore', emphasising that

he sees no critical issues compared to the

previous summit. "Then we will see what

(US President Donald) Trump will do; it

will be a very short summit," he added.

On transatlantic relations, Crosetto reiter-

ated that "real relations with the US are

excellent, like those a year ago, or 5 years

ago", noting that dialogue with Washing-

ton takes place steadily at an institutional

level. "Trump has his way of doing poli-

tics, of pressing allies," he said, adding "it's

his way of acting so that allies react," Ital-

ian news agency Adnkronos reported.

On the topic of defence, Crosetto ruled out

conflicts with social spending. "I have

never thought that defence spending should

be an alternative to healthcare, culture, and

welfare. Without defence, there is no secu-

rity and no social spending," he stated,

emphasising the importance of alliances.

Italian Defence Minister expresses

optimism ahead of NATO summit in Ankara

Quetta, Oct 28 :  As Pakistani

forces continue to escalate the

enforced disappearance of ci-

vilians across Balochistan,

journalist Munizae Jahangir de-

scribed the incidents as viola-

tions of the country's Constitu-

tion and international human

rights norms.

In a video shared by human

rights organisation Baloch

Yakjehti Committee (BYC) on

the social media platform X,

Jahangir said, "When someone

becomes a victim of enforced

disappearance, it not only

Pakistani journalist flags constitutional, rights

violations in enforced disappearances across Balochistan
places their family under im-

mense distress but also cre-

ates resentment and mistrust

among the people of

Balochistan towards the

state."
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New Delhi, Oct 28 : The Union

government on Wednesday

launched the ‘National Initiative

on Water Security’ to give pre-

cedence to water-related works in

water-stressed rural blocks, an

official said.  The initiative

makes a minimum expenditure

on water conservation and har-

vesting activities mandatory in

rural blocks, said an official of

the Jal Shakti Ministry in a state-

ment. The policy was launched

jointly by Union Minister for

Rural Development, and Agricul-

ture and Farmers’ Welfare

Shivraj Singh Chouhan and Jal

Shakti Minister C.R. Paatil.

Govt launches water
security initiative in stressed rural blocks

Chouhan said that groundwater

levels are continuously depleting

and water has become one of the

biggest global challenges. He

noted that Prime Minister

Narendra Modi has been commit-

ted to water conservation since his

tenure as the Chief Minister of

Gujarat and has led numerous ini-

tiatives to underline its impor-

tance.  The Prime Minister has

given the nation direction through

campaigns like ‘Catch the Rain’,

rainwater harvesting, and the con-

struction of ‘Amrit Sarovars’, he

said. He added that the Prime Min-

ister had instructed in a meeting

of the Council of Ministers that a

fixed portion of MGNREGA

funds must be earmarked for wa-

ter conservation. He said now in

‘over-exploited’ blocks, 65 per

cent of MGNREGA funds will be

used for water-related works; in

‘semi-critical’ blocks 40 per cent

of MGNREGA funds will be spent

on water conservation and in

blocks without water scarcity at

least 30 per cent of funds will go

towards water-related works.

He said MGNREGA resources

will now be channelled with pri-

ority into water conservation,

boosting groundwater recharge

and accelerating conservation

drives.

Ljubljana, Oct 28 :

Slovenia's Constitutional

Court has ruled that doctors

employed in public medical

institutions must be allowed to

work in private practices dur-

ing their free time, striking

down a key provision of the

government's health reform.

The provision, adopted by par-

liament in April, barred most

publicly employed doctors

from engaging in private prac-

tice. The government argued

that the ban was necessary to

improve efficiency in the na-

tional health-care system, re-

ports Xinhua news agency.

Slovenia's public health sector

has been under pressure, with

many patients facing waiting

times of one year or longer for

certain medical procedures.

The Trade Union of Doctors

and Dentists Fides challenged

the ban before the Constitu-

tional Court, arguing that it

would further weaken the pub-

lic health system by prompt-

ing doctors to leave public in-

Slovenian court strikes
down part of government health reform

stitutions in order to continue pri-

vate practice. In its ruling, the

court said the prohibition violated

the constitutional right to free eco-

nomic initiative and ordered par-

liament to amend the law within

one year.

Bojana Beovic, president of the

Medical Chamber of Slovenia,

welcomed the ruling, saying it was

"in the interest of Slovenia's citi-

zens and patients".

The decision deals a blow to the

government led by Prime Minis-

ter Robert Golob ahead of the gen-

eral election scheduled for March

22, as health reform has been a

central element of its politi-

cal agenda. In a separate de-

velopment, Slovenia's eco-

nomic sentiment indicator

rose to 0.6 points in Decem-

ber, the highest level since

June 2022, the Statistical

Office said on Wednesday.

December also marked the

first time since December

2022 that the indicator turned

positive, according to official

data. In recent years, eco-

nomic sentiment in Slovenia

has remained negative amid

weak external demand for

Slovenian products.



Colombo, Oct 28 :  Reaffirming

India's commitment to support com-

munity well-being and shared cultural

heritage with Sri Lanka, India's High

Commissioner to the island nation,

Santosh Jha, on Wednesday inaugu-

rated an Ayurveda camp at the Bud-

dhist temple of Sri Vijayarama

Purana Viharaya in the coastal town

of Ambalangoda.

According to the Indian High Com-

mission in Colombo, the camp,

organised by the Consulate General

of India in Hambantota jointly with

the Southern Provincial Council of

Sri Lanka, is expected to benefit

hundreds of local people through

free check-ups, consultations and

medicines. On the special occasion,

the High Commissioner also handed

over financial assistance for the

temple's development.

Indian envoy inaugurates

Ayurveda camp in Sri Lanka,

hundreds of locals benefit

Meghalaya CM urges HM Amit Shah
to consider state's concerns over FCRA provisions
New Delhi, Oct 28 :

Meghalaya Chief Minister

Conrad K. Sangma on

Wednesday met the Union

Home Minister Amit Shah in

New Delhi and urged the Cen-

tre to take into account the

unique circumstances of the

hill state while dealing with

issues relating to the Foreign

Contribution (Regulation) Act

(FCRA).

Chief Minister Sangma was

accompanied by a delegation

of senior church and community

leaders representing major Chris-

tian denominations in Meghalaya,

who raised concerns over certain

provisions of the FCRA and the

proposed amendments to the leg-

islation.  During the meeting, the

delegation highlighted that reli-

gious, educational, charitable and

social welfare institutions in the

state depend on foreign contribu-

tions for carrying out a wide range

of public service activities.

They said these institutions oper-

ate numerous schools, colleges,

hospitals and community welfare

programmes that cater to people

across Meghalaya, particularly in

remote and rural areas.

The Chief Minister stressed the

critical role played by these insti-

tutions in the state's social and

educational landscape and urged

the Union government to ensure

that genuine organisations en-

gaged in public service are not ad-

versely affected by regulatory

changes.  According to an official

statement, Chief Minister Sangma requested the Cen-

tre to consider Meghalaya's unique socio-cultural and

geographical context while framing or implementing

provisions related to the FCRA, so that essential ser-

vices delivered by faith-based and charitable institu-

tions continue without disruption. The delegation in-

cluded Reverend H.L. Myrsing, Moderator of the

Presbyterian Church of India; Reverend S. C.

Diengngan, Chairman of the FCRA Sub-Committee

of the Presbyterian Church of India; Reverend Meyu

Changkiri, General Secretary of the North East India

Christian Council.

Hazaribagh (Jharkhand), Oct 28 : Two

former Naxalite commanders, who aban-

doned violence and returned to the main-

stream, began a new chapter in their lives

on Wednesday by tying the knot at the

Hazaribagh Jail in Jharkhand.

The wedding was organised as part of a

humanitarian initiative by the Hazaribagh

police and district administration, with

officials ensuring the couple received a

warm welcome and did not feel the ab-

sence of their families on the special oc-

casion.

The couple comprises Suresh Singh

Munda, a resident of Baruhatu in Bundu,

Ranchi district, and Somwari Hembram,

who hails from Arahanga in Tamar. Both

were serving their sentences at the

Hazaribagh Open Jail after surrendering

and abandoning the path of violence.

Influenced by the government's surren-

der policy, the two former Naxalites de-

cided to give up their involvement in ex-

tremist activities and return to main-

stream society. They were undergoing

rehabilitation at the open jail following

their surrender.

Jharkhand: Two former Naxal

commanders tie knot at Hazaribagh jail

Patna, Oct 28 : Following Jan

Suraaj Party founder Prashant

Kishor’s triumph in the

Bankipur Assembly bypoll,

the party has expanded its

footprint in state politics by

securing its first seat in the

Bihar Legislative Council.

In a significant political break-

through, Jan Suraaj party can-

didate Suresh Prasad Rai won

the Darbhanga Teachers’ MLC

seat, defeating sitting Con-

gress MLC Madan Mohan Jha

by a margin of 324 votes.

According to official election

data, Suresh Prasad Rai polled

2,574 votes against Madan

Mohan Jha’s 2,187.

Communist Party of India

(Marxist) candidate Ramdev

Rai received 1,498 votes,

while Rashtriya Janata Dal

(RJD) nominee Kumar Raut

managed 126 votes.

The multi-cornered contest

among the Congress, RJD, and

CPI(M) fragmented the tradi-

tional opposition vote share,

creating a clear opening for the

newly formed Jan Suraaj

Jan Suraaj makes inroads into Bihar MLC
with victory in Darbhanga Teachers’ constituency

party. The outcome dealt a major

blow to Congress. Madan Mohan

Jha, a former Bihar Congress

president and former cabinet min-

ister in the Grand Alliance gov-

ernment, had represented the con-

stituency for the previous two

terms. His defeat reduces the

party’s representation in the Up-

per House of the state legislature

to just a single seat.

Suresh Prasad Rai, who previ-

ously contested from the same

constituency as a Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) candidate and finished

runner-up, demonstrated consis-

tent strength throughout the vote

count. He took an early lead in

first-preference votes and main-

tained his advantage until the final

rounds.

This victory strengthens the Jan

Suraaj party’s effort to position it-

self as a viable political alternative

to Bihar’s established alliances.

The party, launched by political

s t r a t e g i s t - t u r n e d - p o l i t i c i a n

Prashant Kishor, has aimed to

transform its grassroots campaign

momentum into legislative pres-

ence. Jan Suraaj’s entry into the

Upper House marks another mile-

stone in its ongoing electoral de-

but. Voting for the 8 MLC seats,

including four teachers and four

graduate seats, was held on Octo-

ber 23, and counting started on

October 27 at 8 a.m.

Finland launches campaign

to lure global deep-tech talent
Helsinki, Oct 28 : Finland has

launched a new campaign to attract in-

ternational top experts and advanced

researchers in deep technology sec-

tors, highlighting both career oppor-

tunities and quality of life in the Nor-

dic country.  The initiative, coordi-

nated by Work in Finland, the national

body for international recruitment,

will target professionals from India,

Brazil, the United States and several

European countries. It aims to

strengthen Finland's innovation capac-

ity and boost employment.
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Jalandhar, Oct 28 : Punjab

BJP President Kewal Singh

Dhillon on Wednesday

launched a sharp attack on the

Aam Aadmi Party govern-

ment and said despite four and

a half years having passed, the

promise of eliminating drugs

from Punjab has proven com-

pletely hollow.

Instead, the flow of drugs has

increased manifold compared

to earlier, he added.

Dhillon told the media here

that before the elections, AAP

national convener Arvind

Kejriwal had promised the

people of the state that drugs

would be eradicated from the

state within just three months.

He said even after four and a

half years, far from eliminat-

ing drugs, a large number of

youth are falling prey to drug

abuse, and the government’s

“War Against Drugs” cam-

paign has completely failed.

Referring to the arrest of the

Deputy Superintendent of

Hoshiarpur (Jail), he said the

open sale of drugs inside pris-

ons reflected the

government’s failure. “The

viral video from the same jail

is also evidence that mobile

phones are being used openly

inside prisons. Despite being

AAP’s promise of
eliminating drugs hollow, says Punjab BJP chief

aware of everything, the government remains busy in

jokes and theatrics.” He said Punjab is currently bat-

tling gangsters, drug abuse, unemployment, and de-

teriorating law and order, while the Chief Minister is

vacationing in Bengaluru.

Taking a dig at the government, Dhillon said Punjab

has become leaderless and is being run by tainted lead-

ers rejected by Delhi, whereas states governed by the

BJP are witnessing rapid development.

Citing statistics, he said Punjab, which once ranked

first in the country in terms of development, has now

slipped to 18th position, while Uttar Pradesh, which

was once ranked 17th, has now reached second posi-

tion. He said industries are continuously being estab-

lished in BJP-ruled states, law and order is better, and

only a BJP government can restore prosperity in

Punjab. Referring to the Rs 1,000 per month scheme

promised to women, he said instead of paying the full

Rs 51,000 due for 51 months, the government has

released only the amount for three months, which

amounts to mere political theatrics and a large-scale

betrayal of Punjab’s women. Targeting the Congress

party, Dhillon said the party is entangled in internal

conflicts and leadership battles and has no real con-

cern for the people of Punjab. Expressing confidence,

the state BJP chief said the party would form the gov-

ernment in Punjab in 2027, carrying forward the vi-

sion of Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s “Sarkar-e-Khalsa”.

Naypyitaw, Oct 28 : India and

Myanmar held the Second Annual

Defence Dialogue in Naypyitaw

on Wednesday, with discussions

focused on training, capacity

building, post-earthquake assis-

tance and cultural goodwill visits.

Defence Secretary Rajesh Kumar

Singh and Myanmar's Chief of

Armed Forces (Training), Major

General Kyaw Ko Htike chaired

the meeting.

"The Second Annual Defence

Dialogue between India and

Myanmar, chaired by Defence

Secretary Shri Rajesh Kumar

Singh and Chief of Armed Forces

Training, Maj Gen Kyaw Ko

Htike was held in Naypyitaw to-

day. The discussions focused on

training, capacity building, post-

earthquake assistance and cultural

goodwill visits," Directorate of

Public Relations at India's Minis-

India and Myanmar hold Annual Defence

Dialogue, discuss capacity building and training
try of Defence posted on X. Last

month, Prime Minister Narendra

Modi met Myanmar's State Se-

curity and Peace Commission

Chairman, Senior General Min

Aung Hlaing, on the sidelines of

the Shanghai Cooperation

Organisation (SCO) Summit in

China's Tianjin as both leaders

reviewed bilateral ties. PM Modi

reiterated India's readiness to

support Myanmar's developmen-

tal needs.

"PM Narendra Modi met with

Senior General Mr. Min Aung

Hlaing, Chairman of the State

Security and Peace Commission

of Myanmar, on the sidelines of

the SCO Summit in Tianjin,

China.

The leaders reviewed India-

Myanmar ties and discussed the

way forward on several aspects

of bilateral cooperation.

New Delhi, Oct 28 : The Supreme

Court on Wednesday granted bail to

former Jharkhand Rural Development

Minister and Congress leader Alamgir

Alam and his private secretary Sanjeev

Lal in a money laundering case linked

to the alleged tender commission scam

being probed by the Enforcement Di-

rectorate (ED).  A Bench of Justices

M.M. Sundresh and N. Kotiswar

Singh ordered their conditional release

after hearing special leave petitions

(SLPs) challenging the Jharkhand

High Court’s order refusing bail. The

apex court had earlier, on April 2, di-

rected expeditious examination of four

key witnesses in the case and declined

interim relief at that stage.

SC allows bail plea of

ex-Jharkhand Minister Alamgir

Alam in tender 'scam' case



Kabul, Oct 28 :  Several Afghan leaders have se-

verely condemned the killing of former Afghani-

stan police commander General Ikramuddin Saree

who was shot dead near his residence in Tehran,

the capital of Iran, on Wednesday evening.

Afghan media on Wednesday reported that no in-

dividual or group has claimed responsibility for the

killing so far and the Iranian authorities too have

not yet released details of any investigation.

"Relatives said Saree was critically wounded in the

shooting and died while being transferred to hos-

pital. The reports indicated that the incident oc-

curred in the Valiasr district, one of Tehran's busi-

est neighbourhoods," reported leading Afghan news

agency Khaama Press.

"General Saree previously served as police chief

in Afghanistan’s Baghlan and Takhar provinces and

was known as a senior security official during the

former government. Like many ex-Afghanistan

military personnel, he sought refuge in Iran after

the Taliban returned to power in August 2021," it

added. Afghanistan's opposition movement leaders

have described the killing as an "act of terror", high-

lighting that it has heightened fears among former

security officials living abroad.

Calling him as one of the honest commanders com-

mitted to the people and the homeland, Jamiat-e

Washington, Oct 28 : As the

United States marked the 250th

anniversary of its independence,

two immigrant members of Con-

gress — one Republican and one

Democrat — reflected on their

journeys to America and deliv-

ered a bipartisan message that

legal immigration remains cen-

tral to the country's identity and

future.

Republican Congressman Carlos

Gimenez of Florida and Demo-

cratic Congressman Adriano

Espaillat of New York, both

naturalised American citizens

who arrived in the United States

as children, shared their experi-

ences during a special Indepen-

dence Day edition of CBS's Face

the Nation.

Gimenez recalled leaving Cuba

with his family when he was

nearly seven years old after the

rise of Fidel Castro's communist

regime.

"My parents were seeking free-

dom, not only for themselves, but

for us, his children, my sister and

I, to give us the opportunity to

live in a land of freedom," he

said.

He remembered arriving in

Florida, living with relatives in

a crowded home and attending

school without speaking English.

"I remember vividly my first day

going to school... That was my

first word in English. Until then,

I only spoke Spanish," Gimenez

Immigrant lawmakers celebrate America's promise

said. Espaillat, who emigrated

from the Dominican Republic at

the age of nine, recalled adapting

to a new life in New York City

after arriving in the middle of win-

ter. "We lived with our grandpar-

ents... We got there in December.

And, of course, we went to school.

Remember sitting in the back of

the classroom and... not knowing

really a word of English. But,

surely and slowly, we acclimated,

and here we are," he said.

Both lawmakers credited their

families' belief in America for

shaping their lives.

Espaillat said his grandmother, the

first in the family to become a US

citizen, "was so proud of it" and

often spoke about "how great this

nation is and how it gave us a new

opportunity of moving forward."

Despite representing opposing

political parties, the two lawmak-

ers found common ground on the

need for immigration reform af-

ter securing the nation's borders.

Gimenez argued that migrants

who have built lives in the United

States should not continue living

in uncertainty. "Those that have

been here for years that have been

working, are part of the commu-

nity, that are part of the economy,

we need to find a way to normal-

ize them," he said. "They can

come out of the shadows, pay

taxes, and then live their life with-

out having fear." Espaillat called

for bipartisan action on issues in-

cluding Dreamers, farm workers

and keeping immigrant families

together. "A family that's divided,

that's fractured is a weak family,

and many weak families make up

a weak nation," he said. Asked

what message they would send to

aspiring immigrants, both law-

makers emphasised following le-

gal pathways while celebrating

immigration's contribution to

America.

Anti-Taliban leaders worry about their safety

after killing of former Afghan General in Tehran

Islami, the National Resistance Front and

Freedom Front released statements saying

that the killing of Saree underscored grow-

ing risks faced by former Afghan military

and security figures in exile.

"Not long ago, the late Maruf Gholami, a

former commander of the Islamic Jamiat,

was martyred in Mashhad. Such murders,

especially in cities where Afghan political

and consular representations are under the

control of the Taliban, are a cause for seri-

ous concern. It is expected that the relevant

authorities of the Islamic Republic of Iran

will take action to identify the perpetrators

of such murders and bring them to justice."

Seoul, Oct 28 : President Lee Jae

Myung on Wednesday called for

the prompt execution of the gov-

ernment-led large-scale chip

cluster and AI investment

projects by expediting adminis-

trative procedures, including

streamlining environmental im-

pact reviews.  The president

made the call at a meeting with

senior government officials and

top executives of leading

chipmakers -- Samsung Elec-

tronics Co. and SK hynix Inc. --

to discuss follow-up measures

for the investment projects, re-

ports Yonhap news agency.

Last week, the government un-

veiled the "three mega projects"

initiative, centred on large-scale

investments in semiconductors,

physical artificial intelligence

(AI) and AI data centers, as the

country bets big on those ad-

vanced industries for its future.

In particular, the government

plans to establish a semiconduc-

Lee calls for prompt execution
of chip cluster, AI investment projects

tor production cluster in the

southwestern Honam area, with

Samsung and SK pledging to in-

vest a combined 800 trillion won

(US$522 billion). "The world is

witnessing very intense compe-

tition, while an entirely new fu-

ture is being shaped around AI,"

Lee said in his opening remarks.

"At a time when all-out compe-

tition that will determine the

nation's fate is under way, who

moves first and who moves

faster will be the deciding fac-

tor," he added. The president

called on the government to pre-

emptively identify and tackle po-

tential obstacles to implementing

the projects so that companies

can focus solely on investment

and operations. "Investments

should never be delayed because

of delays in administrative pro-

cedures," he said, calling for

streamlining mandatory environ-

mental impact reviews for the

chip cluster plan.

Jakarta, Oct 28 : Indonesia’s

People’s Consultative

Assembly's (MPR) Deputy

Speaker and National Mandate

Party (PAN) Vice Chairman,

Eddy Soeparno, on Wednesday,

emphasised Indonesia's commit-

ment to strengthening global co-

operation among Islamic coun-

tries to promote harmony with

the wider international commu-

nity. His remarks came follow-

ing an interaction between an

Indian all-party parliamentary

delegation, led by Janata Dal-

United MP Sanjay Kumar Jha,

and Indonesian scholars and re-

searchers from leading think

tanks and academic institutions.

Speaking to IANS, Soeparno said:

"We had a very constructive dis-

cussion with the Indian MPs. We

talked about a range of topics, es-

pecially concerning the prevention

and fight against terrorism. There

was also a strong emphasis on

deepening cooperation between

India and Indonesia in tackling

terrorist activities."

Indonesia committed to boost

global Islamic cooperation for

harmony: Dy Speaker Soeparno

Washington, Oct 28 :  India’s

Ambassador to the United

States Vinay Mohan Kwatra

travelled to Mar-a-Lago in

Florida, where President

Donald Trump is spending

Christmas and the New Year,

and held talks with his Ameri-

can counterpart, Sergio Gor,

to strengthen bilateral ties.

“It’s always a pleasure to meet

with India’s Ambassador to

the US Vinay Mohan Kwatra.

This was his first visit to Mar-

a-Lago!” Gor said in a post on

X. Kwatra said the two held

wide-ranging discussions as

Indian envoy holds talks with

American counterpart Sergio Gor in Mar-a-Lago
Gor prepares to assume

charge as Washington’s top

envoy in New Delhi. “Happy

to connect with US Ambas-

sador to India Sergio Gor in

Mar-a-Lago.

Extensive discussions on our

shared goal to strengthen

trade ties, as also his plans

and priorities for our bilateral

partnership as he prepares to

assume his responsibility as

the US Ambassador to In-

dia!” Kwatra said. Trade and

economic cooperation fea-

tured prominently in the

talks.

Kathmandu, Oct 28 : Nepal’s

Department of Immigration has

suspended the issuance of trek-

king permits for restricted areas

in high-hill and Himalayan re-

gions for October 29–31, citing

a high risk of heavy snowfall,

snowstorms and avalanches.

The decision follows a warning

by the National Disaster Risk

Reduction and Management Au-

thority urging tourists to avoid

travelling to these areas during

the three days.

A special post-monsoon bulletin

issued by the Nepal Meteoro-

logical Department said earlier

that Cyclone Arnab in the Bay

of Bengal was gaining strength

and was expected to bring heavy

rainfall.

Nepal suspends Himalayan

trekking permits amid

heavy snowfall, avalanche risk
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Washington, Oct 28 : The United States

authorised more than $330 billion in arms

exports last fiscal year, a senior State De-

partment official said, as the Trump admin-

istration moved to overhaul a slow and com-

plex defence sales system to speed up deliv-

eries to allies.

Stanley L. Brown, Senior Bureau Official for

the Bureau of Political-Military Affairs, told

lawmakers the scale of approvals reflects

strong global demand for US weapons sys-

tems.

“That demand reflects the trust our allies and

partners place in American defense technol-

ogy and in the United States as the security

partner of choice,” Brown said during a

House Foreign Affairs Committee hearing

here. He acknowledged, however, that the

current system is struggling to keep pace.

US last year cleared $330
billion in arms sales, pushing for faster system

“Our system has not always oper-

ated at the speed or scale required

to meet urgent operational de-

mands,” he said.

In his testimony, the State Depart-

ment official highlighted a series

of executive orders, including the

“America First Arms Transfer

Strategy,” aimed at accelerating

approvals, strengthening the de-

fence industrial base, and align-

ing arms sales with national secu-

rity priorities.

However, he told the lawmakers

that outdated Congressional noti-

fication thresholds and procedural

delays risk pushing partners to-

wards alternative suppliers, with

“long-term interoperability and

geopolitical consequences.”

Pentagon acquisition chief Mike

Duffey echoed the push for re-

form, linking arms transfers di-

rectly to US military readiness and

industrial capacity.

“Our national security is inextri-

cably linked to the strength of both

our defense industrial base and

our international partners,”

Duffey said. He added that the

administration is restructuring

the system to remove regula-

tory bottlenecks and speed up

delivery timelines. “America

First does not mean America

alone,” he said.

Duffey said new arrangements

with defence contractors are

aimed at expanding produc-

tion, enabling companies to

invest more capital while in-

creasing output of key muni-

tions and systems.

The Defence Security Coop-

eration Agency processes more

than $100 billion annually in

arms transfers and supports

security cooperation across

136 US embassies, officials

said. Lawmakers sharply dif-

fered over the reforms and

their broader implications.

Islamabad, Oct 28 : China’s attempts to

mediate between Pakistan and Afghanistan

have yet to see any success, as the hostili-

ties between the two neighbours seem to

continue intensely, according to a report.

"Despite several mediation attempts by

Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Turkiye, and China, the

tensions have not faded away," said a re-

port by The Diplomat. Pakistan and Af-

ghanistan agreed not to escalate the situa-

tion after the Urumqi talks mediated.

Chinese mediation efforts between

Pakistan and Afghanistan reap no peace
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Madrid, Oct 28 : Real Madrid have

apologised to the Chinese people after for-

ward Kylian Mbappe Mao Zedong a "dic-

tator", reaffirming the club’s respect for

China’s history, culture and citizens amid

the growing controversy.

The Spanish giants issued their apology

over the discomfort caused by the France

captain’s remarks and joined the public

apology made by the player, who acknowl-

edged that his comments had hurt people

in China and Chinese communities around

the world.

“Real Madrid CF wishes to express its

apologies to the Chinese people for any dis-

comfort caused by the recent words of our

player Kylian Mbappe,” the club said in

its statement released on Wednesday.

“Our club maintains a deep respect for

China, its history, its culture and its citi-

zens, as well as for the millions of Chinese

fans who feel affection and admiration for

Real Madrid,” it added. The controversy

erupted after a video clip from the French

talk show “The Bridge,” .

Real Madrid apologises to Chinese

people for Mbappe's 'Mao dictator' remark

New Delhi, Oct 28 : The Indian Racing

Festival (IRF) will bring international-

standard circuit racing back to the Buddh

International Circuit (BIC) after 13 years,

with the F4 Indian Championship and In-

dian Racing League (IRL) set to compete

at the Greater Noida venue on October 31

and November 1.  The two championships

will hold Round 4 and Round 2 of their

respective 2026 campaigns at the 5.125-

km circuit, which previously hosted the

Buddh Circuit set for Indian Racing

Festival Return as F4, IRL gear up for action
Formula 1 Indian Grand Prix

and MotoGP Bharat.

The return to Buddh offers

motorsport fans in the Delhi-

NCR region an opportunity to

witness two racing champion-

ships at one of India’s promi-

nent racing venues, with the F4

title battle gathering momentum

and the IRL entering another

important phase of its season.

ICC Rankings: Abhishek

reclaims T20I top spot, Jansen becomes

No. 1 Test bowler and all-rounder
Dubai, Oct 28 : India’s Abhishek

Sharma reclaimed the top spot in the

ICC T20I batting rankings, while South

Africa’s Marco Jansen became the No.

1 ranked Test bowler and all-rounder

following the latest update to the Men’s

Player Rankings released on Wednes-

day.

Jansen achieved the top ranking in both

categories for the first time in his ca-

reer after an impressive performance in

South Africa’s victory over Australia in

the second Test match in Gqeberha. The

left-arm pacer scored 85 runs and took

a match-turning five-wicket haul in

Australia’s first innings.

Asian Para Games
gold medallist Neeraj Yadav dies by suicide
New Delhi, Oct 28 : Three-

time Asian Para Games javelin

throw champion Neeraj Yadav

committed suicide at his flat on

Tuesday, national chief para-

athletics coach S.

Satyanarayana confirmed the

development to IANS.

"Yes, Neeraj has died by sui-

cide at his flat. This is ex-

tremely unfortunate and

tragic. The cause behind the

extreme step is yet to be as-

certained," Satyanarayana

told IANS on Wednesday.

Neeraj, who hails from Uttar

Pradesh, was among India’s

accomplished para-athletes.

He started his athletics career

in 2015 after playing wheel-

chair tennis for about seven

years. He won silver in the

men's shot put and discus F55

event at the Fazza Grand Prix

in 2016.

At the 2018 Asian Para Games,

he won a gold medal with an

Asian Record of 29.84 metres.

Haris Rauf penalised for on-field conduct,

England face over-rate fine after Lahore ODI
Dubai, Oct 28 : Pakistan fast bowler Haris

Rauf has been fined 20 per cent of his match

fee and handed a demerit point for an on-

field conduct breach during the ODI against

England in Lahore on Sunday, while the

visitors have incurred a separate penalty for

maintaining a slow over-rate.

The International Cricket Council (ICC)

confirmed that Rauf violated Article 2.2 of

its Code of Conduct for Players and Player

Support Personnel, which deals with con-

duct contrary to the spirit of the game.

The sanction includes an official reprimand,

with his disciplinary tally rising to five de-

merit points following his third offence

within a 24-month period.

The incident took place towards the end of

Pakistan’s innings, after the completion of

the 46th over.

Standing at the non-striker’s end, Rauf ap-

pealed for a wide before becoming involved

in an exchange with England all-rounder

Will Jacks. The Pakistan pacer raised his

bat during the confrontation and continued

arguing despite a warning from umpire

Sharfuddoula Ibne Shahid. He subsequently

brushed past the umpire as he moved to-

wards Jacks.

FIFA U15 WC: India go down

to Honduras in Tier C Round of 32
Baku, Oct 28 : India lost 1-2 to Honduras in

Tier C's Round of 32 of the FIFA U15 World

Cup here at Hovsan Competition Complex on

Wednesday. Honduras broke the deadlock

through Danio Flores (18’) and led at half-time.

India equalised in the second half through

Ronandev Aheibam (31’), before the Central

Americans reclaimed the lead through Alejandro

Amaya (36’). With all 189 teams continuing to

play for position until the final day of the tour-

nament, India will now move to the Round of 16

of the lower bracket and contest for positions 81

to 96. India will now face Trinidad and Tobago,

who lost 2-4 to France in their Round of 32, later

in the evening. Both sides enjoyed spells of equal

possession early in the first half. However, Hon-

duras started to contain India’s build-up with a

higher press. India had two real chances in the

first half through Ronandev Aheibam and Nara

Meitei Loushambam.

 In the fourth minute, Ronandev had an attempt

from the edge of the box, but it cleared the cross-

bar. Then in the 15th minute, Nara's free-kick

from just outside the area narrowly sailed high.

But the Central American outfit were the first to

punch in on the scoresheet through Danio Flores.

In the 18th minute, a miscued pass from goal-

keeper Jenit Ningthoujam allowed Flores to in-

tercept and finish past him to put Honduras

ahead. Honduras then went on to maintain pres-

sure on the Blue Colts' defence after the resump-

tion of play. In the 22nd minute, Jeffrey Lara cut

inside from the left and sent a right-footed curler

above the crossbar.

'You give your icons a
better send-off': Broad
lashes out at Lancashire's handling
of Anderson's exit
New Delhi, Oct 28 : Former England fast bowler Stuart

Broad has criticised Lancashire’s decision to part ways

with James Anderson ahead of the 2027 season, call-

ing the county’s handling of the situation "disrespect-

ful" after the veteran seamer claimed 50 wickets at an

average of 17 in the 2026 County Championship.

Broad questioned why the club failed to arrange a more

fitting farewell for England’s record Test wicket-taker,

despite understanding that Lancashire’s new manage-

ment needed to assess its plans for the future.

Anderson, 44, confirmed his impending departure in a

social media statement after Lancashire decided against

offering him a fresh contract. The veteran, who contin-

ued playing county cricket after retiring from interna-

tional duty in 2024, had captained Lancashire in Divi-

sion Two this season. His performances came despite

the club enduring a difficult campaign, finishing sec-

ond from bottom in the Championship.

‘What a time to bat! Fill your boots’:

Gibbs warns South Africa

ahead of Australia’s batting innings
New Delhi, Oct 28 : Former South

Africa batter Herschelle Gibbs has

urged the Proteas to make the most

of the batting-friendly conditions

at Newlands after Mitchell

Starc’s six-wicket haul triggered

a dramatic collapse on the open-

ing day of the third and final Test

against Australia in Cape Town.

With South Africa bowled out for

329 after losing nine wickets for

just 126 runs, Gibbs highlighted

the opportunity awaiting

Australia’s batters on day two,

when the visitors began their re-

ply under clear skies. “Pretty sure

it’s cloudless skies at Newlands to-

day and what a time to bat! Fill

your boots,” Gibbs wrote on X on

Wednesday. The former South Af-

rica international, who played do-

mestic cricket in Cape Town and

scored two Test centuries at

Newlands, had earlier pointed to

the importance of batting condi-

tions on the second and third days

of the match.


