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4th T20: Duffy shines
as New Zealand defeats India
New Zealand gave India a taste of

their own medicine as Glenn

Phillips' century and Jacob Duffy's

four-wicket haul powered New

Zealand to a huge 87-run win over

India in the fourth..

'Annadata Sukhibhava' funds credited to
AP farmers' accounts; Rs 2,234 crore released
Amaravati, Oct 30: The coalition govern-

ment in Andhra Pradesh has deposited funds

into the bank accounts of farmers under the

'Annadata Sukhibhava - PM Kisan' scheme. As

part of the second installment for the 2026-27

financial year, the state government has re-

leased its share amounting to Rs 2,234.03 crore.

Following directives from Chief Minister

Chandrababu, the 'Annadata Sukhibhava'

funds are being rapidly credited to the farm-

ers. This financial assistance is set to reach

the accounts of 99.44 percent of the farmers

within a 24-hour period. Due to various tech-

nical reasons, the funds could not be cred-

ited to the accounts of 17,828 farmers. Chief

Minister Chandrababu has directed officials

to resolve these technical issues promptly and

ensure that the funds reach the remaining

farmers as well.

Revanth welcomes SC verdict
on Miyapur lands, targets KCR family

New Delhi, Oct 30 : Chief Minister A.

Revanth Reddy has welcomed the Supreme

Court's verdict on the Miyapur lands, de-

scribing it as a major setback to the previ-

ous BRS government and former Chief Min-

ister K. Chandrashekar Rao.

Addressing a press conference in New Delhi

on Friday, Revanth Reddy said the Supreme

Court verdict had saved valuable govern-

ment land in Miyapur, estimated to be worth

Rs 50,000 crore.

Govt committed to
making Hyderabad a Global City : Bhatti
Hyderabad, Oct 30  : Deputy Chief Minis-

ter Bhatti Vikramarka has said the Telangana

government is committed to transforming

Hyderabad into a world-class city on a par

with the most developed cities across the

globe and positioning the state among the

fastest-growing in the country.

Bhatti Vikramarka said the real estate and

construction sectors play a vital role in the

development of Hyderabad.

Suzlon Energy's Q2
profit drops 69 pc to Rs 394 crore
Suzlon Energy on Friday reported

a 69 per cent year-on-year (YoY) de-

cline in its consolidated net profit

to Rs 394 crore for the second quar-

ter of FY27, compared to Rs 1,279

crore in the....

Uttam warns rice traders
against hoarding, black marketing
Minister for Irrigation and Civil

Supplies  N. Uttam Kumar Reddy

on Friday issued a stern warning

to rice traders against illegal

hoarding, black marketing and

selling rice at exorbitant...
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Thiruvananthapuram, Oct 30

: Kerala's Cooperation Minister

M.M. Liju on Friday responded

positively to a proposal by

former employees of Kochi-

based Coro Health to launch a

worker-owned healthcare tech-

nology enterprise under the co-

operative model, offering a new

avenue for more than 800 pro-

fessionals who reportedly lost

their jobs following the

company's closure.

The promoters met the Minister

in Thiruvananthapuram on

Thursday and submitted a

project report seeking support to

expedite the registration of the

proposed Health Care IT and

Revenue Cycle Co-operative

Society.

The initiative seeks to turn job

losses into an opportunity for

collective enterprise, with pro-

fessionals pooling their skills to

undertake healthcare IT, medical

coding, billing and related ser-

vices.

The society has applied for reg-

istration as a primary coopera-

tive society.

Kerala Minister backs
cooperative venture by
jobless tech professionals

TN: Seeman to contest Ambasamudram
bypoll, NTK to contest all five by-elections
Tirunelveli, Oct 30 : Naam

Tamilar Katchi (NTK) chief

coordinator Seeman has an-

nounced that he will contest the

Ambasamudram Assembly by-

election, setting the stage for

another electoral bid after his

defeat from Karaikudi in the

Assembly polls earlier this

year.

Speaking to reporters in

Tirunelveli, Seeman said his

party would field candidates in

all five constituencies facing

by-elections. His announce-

ment ended speculation over

whether he would personally en-

ter the contest in Ambasamudram.

The constituency fell vacant fol-

lowing the resignation of Isakki

Subbiah, who had won the seat on

an AIADMK ticket before joining

the Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam

(TVK). His departure from the

Assembly has necessitated a by-

election.

“I will contest the

Ambasamudram by-election.

Naam Tamilar Katchi will contest

all five constituencies,” Seeman

said, making clear that the party

intended to participate across the

forthcoming electoral contests.

Taking a swipe at the TVK, he

asked why its members were

afraid of him entering the fray. He

also asserted that his candidature

should be viewed beyond caste

identities and personal or family

connections.

“I am a common candidate for

people of all castes. If family

relationships are taken into

account, I cannot contest in

any constituency in Tamil

Nadu. Relationships are dif-

ferent; political positions are

different,” he said.

Surat, Oct 30 : Surat City

Police registered 257 nar-

cotics cases and arrested

320 people in 2026 so far,

with cannabis accounting

for the largest share of

cases, according to data

presented at a meeting of

the Narco Coordination

Centre (N-Cord) committee

on Friday. The meeting,

chaired by the Surat Police

Commissioner Wabang

Jamir, reviewed action

taken against drug-related

activities and discussed

measures to improve coor-

dination between govern-

ment agencies to curb drug

trafficking and related of-

fences. Of the 257 cases, 178

involved ganja, in which 219

people were arrested. The

police reported seizing 414

kg of ganja, valued at Rs 1.92

crore. The remaining cases

involved substances includ-

ing MD drugs.

Gujarat: 320 arrested in
257 narcotics cases in Surat this year;
ganja tops list with 178 cases

Bengaluru, Oct 30 : Karnataka Minister for

Water Resources N. Cheluvarayaswamy on

Friday accused the Union government of

politicising drinking water issues and alleged

that it was delaying key projects such as

Mekedatu and Mahadayi despite the state's

pressing water requirements.

Speaking after inaugurating the release of

M.K. Venkataramu's book, 'The Evergreen

Cauvery Conflict', at Gandhi Bhavan in

Bengaluru, the Minister said the Centre was

not paying adequate attention to Karnataka's

concerns over drinking water projects.

The event was organised by the Cauvery River

Protection Committee, Kuvempu Vishwa

Manava Kshema Abhivruddhi Trust and

Centre politicising drinking
water issues: K’taka Minister

Vismaya Book House.

Cheluvarayaswamy said the

Supreme Court had ruled that

other states could not raise

objections to drinking water

projects. However, he alleged

that the Centre was yet to

grant forest clearance for the

Mahadayi project due to pres-

sure from Goa. He said he had

also appealed to Union Min-

isters to facilitate the imple-

mentation of the Mahadayi

project and urged the Centre

to take the state's drinking

water needs seriously.

Bengaluru, Oct 30 : The Central Crime Branch

(CCB) Cyber Crime Police has given a clean

chit to former Karnataka Chief Minister and

Congress Working Committee (CWC) Member

Siddaramaiah in the alleged sting operation case,

stating that the video circulated on social media

appears to contain fabricated allegations.

The Bengaluru city police special wing, in the

official statement on Thursday, said that allega-

tions of sexual abuse portrayed in an alleged

sting video circulating on social media appear

to be part of a fabricated and deliberately con-

structed narrative, adding that the investigation

has uncovered leads suggesting a possible coor-

dinated effort to malign individuals holding re-

sponsible positions in Karnataka. The statement

on the progress of the investigation in Crime No.

56/2026, the police said the statements.

K’taka: Police gives clean chit to
Siddaramaiah in sting operation case

Prepare for future wars through
innovation, civil-military fusion: MoS Sanjay Seth
New Delhi, Oct 30 : Minis-

ter of State for Defence Sanjay

Seth on Friday underscored the

significance of jointness, inte-

gration, civil-military coordina-

tion and a strong and self-reli-

ant defence system in the con-

text of the evolving global se-

curity environment.

Army, Assam Rifles successfully validate
helicopter insertion at Vijaynagar in Arunachal
Itanagar, Oct 30 :  The Indian

Army and the Assam Rifles on

Friday successfully validated

the helicopter insertion of

troops at Vijaynagar in

Arunachal Pradesh’s

Changlang district, officials

said, highlighting enhanced

operational preparedness in

the remote border area.

Defence spokesman Lt Col

Mahendra Rawat said that as

part of a joint exercise be-

tween Assam Rifles and the In-

dian Army, a swift heli-borne in-

sertion of troops was successfully

undertaken in the strategically sig-

nificant Vijaynagar Salient on

Monday. He said that the exercise

was aimed at validating rapid

troop insertion capabilities and en-

hancing operational orientation in

challenging and remote terrain.

According to Lt Col Rawat the

carefully planned activity demon-

strated the ability of the forces to

swiftly induct acclimatized troops

into a simulated operational area,

reflecting preparedness to respond

effectively to emerging security

challenges. Emphasis was laid on

speed, coordination and precision,

ensuring seamless execution un-

der realistic conditions, he stated.

“The troops displayed a high de-

gree of professionalism, adapt-

ability and combat readiness dur-

ing the exercise,” the spokesman

said.  The joint drill significantly

enhanced operational reach and

reinforced inter-force synergy,

highlighting the robust coordina-

tion and mutual understanding be-

tween Assam Rifles and the Indian

Army.  Such exercises play a vital

role in refining standard operating

procedures, improving

interoperability and strengthening

collective response mechanisms in

strategically sensitive regions, Lt

Col Rawat stated.

Changlang District covered with

picturesque hills lies in the

southeastern corner of

Arunachal Pradesh, is the

easternmost part of India,

having an international

boundary with Myanmar.

In another development, the

Army organised a Christmas

celebration in the hills of

Menchuka in Arunachal

Pradesh’s Shi-Yomi District

on Thursday.

Lt Col Rawat said that the

serene hills of Menchuka

resonated with the spirit of

Christmas as teachers from

St. Francis de Sales (SFS)

College, Aalo undertook a

meaningful journey of faith,

Bengaluru, Oct 30 : Union Min-

ister H.D. Kumaraswamy on Fri-

day launched a scathing attack

on Karnataka Home Minister

Priyank Kharge, accusing him of

indulging in personal attacks and

alleging that he was misusing his

position and political connec-

tions because his father,

Mallikarjun Kharge, is the presi-

dent of the All India Congress

Committee (AICC).

Responding to the criticism by

Priyank Kharge, Kumaraswamy

called him a “minister of slan-

der” and accused him of talking

excessively while delivering

little.

He alleged that the Home Min-

ister was finding satisfaction in

criticising others and suggested

that he was suffering from an

identity crisis.

In a strongly worded post,

Kumaraswamy said Kharge had

cast a shadow over the adminis-

tration of the state as Home Min-

ister and accused him of losing

his sense of judgment and direc-

tion. He advised Kharge to seek

treatment.

Priyank Kharge ‘misusing’
his position due to political
connections: Kumaraswamy

Rajasthan leads in implementation of VB-G RAM G
(Rural) Mission, records 72.69 pc women’s participation
Jaipur, Oct 30 : Rajasthan has

demonstrated strong perfor-

mance in implementing the

Viksit Bharat – Guarantee for

Employment and Livelihood (Ru-

ral) Mission, with significant

achievements in women’s partici-

pation, employment generation,

timely payment processing, and

rural asset creation.

During the financial year 2026–

27, women accounted for 72.69%

of total person-days of employ-

ment generated under the mission

in Rajasthan, significantly exceed-

ing the national average of

62.25% by 10.44 percentage

points. So far, 18.86 lakh families

and 21.66 lakh individuals have

received employment under the

mission. The average employment

provided per family stands at

24.29 days, compared with the

national average of 20.02 days,

giving Rajasthan an advantage of

4.27 days per family.

The state has created 42,557 as-

sets under the scheme, contribut-

ing to rural infrastructure devel-

opment and livelihood enhance-

ment. Agriculture and allied ac-

tivities account for 35.88% of to-

tal expenditure, while 73.17% of

expenditure in designated Mis-

sion Water Conservation blocks is

directed towards related develop-

ment initiatives.

These efforts are aimed at

strengthening water conservation,

supporting agricultural liveli-

hoods, and improving essential

rural infrastructure. The mission

has recorded substantial partici-

pation from Scheduled Castes and

Scheduled Tribes, whose com-

bined share stands at approxi-

mately 44%.

Scheduled Castes account for

20.43% of participation,

while Scheduled Tribes ac-

count for 23.34%. The strong

participation of these com-

munities reflects the state’s

commitment to inclusive de-

velopment and the vision of

Antyodaya, ensuring that the

benefits of development

reach the last person in soci-

ety.

Rajasthan has also per-

formed strongly in payment

processing. Payments for

97.04% of beneficiaries

were generated within 15

days, compared with the na-

tional average of 82.46%,

placing the state 14.58 per-

centage points ahead.
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Permanent solutions must be sought
for the problems faced by fishermen : Pawan Kalyan

Amaravati, Oct 30 :

Andhra Pradesh Deputy

Chief Minister Pawan

Kalyan has directed officials

to seek permanent solutions

to the problems faced by

fishermen in coastal areas.

on Friday, he held a virtual

meeting with the district ad-

ministration and residents of

coastal villages to discuss the

impact of Cyclone Arnab on

Kakinada district and the ongo-

ing relief operations. On this oc-

casion, the Deputy CM provided

guidance to the officials on key

matters. Pawan Kalyan has di-

rected that proposals be prepared

for providing insurance coverage

to fishing boats.

Dr. Reddy's strengthens
healthcare infrastructure in Srikakulam
Srikakulam, Oct 30  : Dr.

Reddy’s Laboratories has up-

graded the Primary Health

Centre (PHC) at Ganguvada

in Srikakulam district as part

of its Corporate Social Re-

sponsibility (CSR) initiative

to strengthen public

healthcare infrastructure in

Andhra Pradesh. The facility,

the 27th PHC upgraded un-

der the programme since Sep-

tember 2022, was formally

handed over to the state

Health Department.

Implemented in partnership

with Dr. Reddy’s Foundation

and the Department of Health

and Family Welfare, the ini-

tiative aims to improve access

to quality healthcare closer to

rural communities.

Located in Pathapatnam

mandal, the Ganguvada PHC

serves a population of 33,979 across

59 villages and 9,878 households.

The upgrade includes modern diag-

nostic and laboratory equipment,

improved testing facilities, purified

water supply, better sanitation, liq-

uid waste management and en-

hanced infrastructure.

The facility has also received im-

provements to its labour room, ma-

ternal and child healthcare services,

pharmacy management and infec-

tion control systems. Healthcare

personnel were trained in emer-

gency obstetric care, newborn care,

maternal and neonatal emergencies,

trauma management and other criti-

cal services. The PHC was inaugu-

rated and handed over in the pres-

ence of Dr. N. Himasri, Drawing

and Disbursing Officer, B. Linga

Murthy, Health Extension Officer,

and representatives of Dr. Reddy’s

Foundation.

Hyderabad, Oct 30  : Min-

ister for Irrigation and Civil

Supplies  N. Uttam Kumar

Reddy on Friday issued a

stern warning to rice traders

against illegal hoarding,

black marketing and selling

rice at exorbitant prices, stat-

ing that the government

would take stringent action

against those indulging in

such practices.

The Minister said the govern-

ment was determined to curb

the rising prices of rice and

protect consumers from be-

Uttam warns rice traders
against hoarding, black marketing

ing burdened by unjustified price

hikes. Enforcement operations had

been intensified across the State,

with special focus on wholesale and

retail markets in Hyderabad and

surrounding districts, he said.

Uttam Kumar Reddy reviewed the

measures being taken to control rice

prices following discussions held by

Civil Supplies Department officials

with wholesalers, retailers and rice

millers. Civil Supplies Commis-

sioner Stephen Ravindra briefed the

Minister on the special enforcement

measures initiated to check price

manipulation.
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OPINIONmail Gujarat: PMAY beneficiaries in Jamnagar
share joy of owning permanent home, thank govt
Jamnagar, Oct 30  : The

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana

(PMAY) is helping economi-

cally weaker families across

the country build permanent

homes of their own and im-

prove their standard of liv-

ing.

In Gujarat’s Jamnagar, thou-

sands of people have gar-

nered the benefits of the wel-

fare scheme and have no inhibi-

tions about heaping praise on the

government.

Many PMAY beneficiaries, speak-

ing to IANS, shared how the

scheme has brought security, hap-

piness, and new opportunities into

their lives.

Rajendra bhai, a resident of

Mohan Nagar in Jamnagar, lived

in a dilapidated house that would

flood during the rainy

season. It was during

this difficult time that

he learnt about the

Pradhan Mantri Awas

Yojana. With finan-

cial aid from the gov-

ernment, he was able

to construct a perma-

nent house.

Speaking to IANS, he

Hungary's Fidesz party
announces protest after PM Magyar
files constitutional amendment
Budapest, Oct 30 : Hungary's opposition

Fidesz party has announced that it will hold a

protest on Friday as Prime Minister Peter

Magyar submitted a constitutional amendment

to oust the country's President, Tamas Sulyok,

a report has said.

Magyar, who secured win in the elections held

in April, has repeatedly called for the removal

of President Sulyok who was appointed by

his predecessor Viktor Orban, whom he calls

"Orban's puppet", Euro News reported.

The amendment submitted by Magyar states

that "the mandate of the incumbent President

of the Republic shall terminate on the day

following the entry into force of the amend-

ment to the Fundamental Law."

The ruling Tisza Party holds a supermajority

in parliament, implying that the amendment

filed by Magyar is expected to pass. Sources

in the Hungarian parliament revealed that the

vote could take place as early as next week,

however, this has not been officially con-

firmed.

Four constitutional judges will be removed

after the constitutional changes as their retire-

ment age will be set to 70 years. In addition,

constitutional changes will limit parliamen-

tary deputies to a 12-year mandate.

President Sulyok has announced that he has

no plans to resign and termed Magyar's ac-

tion a threat to democracy, Euro News re-

ported. In a statement on Sunday, Sulyok said,

"The question is whether this force will sweep

away internationally recognised and required

principles of the rule of law, as well as genu-

ine representative democracy." Fidesz has said

Sulyok's removal would pave

the way for tyranny, and called

for a protest in support of Hun-

garian President on Thursday

in support of Sulyok. The op-

position has contended that

Sulyok was elected in accor-

dance with Hungary's consti-

tution and that his removal

would amount to personalised

legislation.

Orban said, "The Tisza Party

crosses all boundaries – hu-

man, moral and legal." He

stated that the voters of Hun-

gary did not authorise it.

During his election campaign,

Magyar vowed to remove

Hungary's President from of-

fice, stressing that Sulyok did

not fulfil his constitutional du-

ties and did not stand up for

opposition supporters when

Orban served as PM.

Earlier in June, Magyar ac-

cused Tamas Sulyok of aban-

doning the people of Hungary.

While addressing a press con-

ference in outside the Sandor

Palace on June 1, he said, "The

office of the president of the

republic is more important and

more powerful than any indi-

vidual head of state.

Assam: PM-KISAN instalment
to benefit over 18 lakh farmers
Guwahati, Oct 30 : Assam Chief Minister

Himanta Biswa Sarma on Friday said the lat-

est instalment under the Pradhan Mantri

Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-KISAN) scheme

would benefit more than 18 lakh farmers in

the state, strengthening their livelihoods and

supporting agricultural activities.

In a post on X, Sarma highlighted the im-

portance of supporting farmers at a time

when the world is preparing for a potential

foodgrain crisis. He said India was extend-

ing support to farmers through various mea-

sures to build a resilient and vibrant agri-

cultural ecosystem.

"At a time when the world is preparing for a

foodgrain crisis, India is supporting its farm-

ers through every means to make a resilient

and vibrant farm ecosystem," the Chief Min-

ister said.  He added that the latest PM-

KISAN instalment would empower more

than 18 lakh farmers in Assam and

strengthen their livelihoods and farming ac-

tivities.  The scheme, launched by the Cen-

tre in 2019, provides income support of Rs

6,000 annually to eligible landholding

farmer families in three equal instalments

of Rs 2,000 each, subject to prescribed eli-

gibility conditions.

EAM Jaishankar in Atlanta
for G20 ministerial as US flags sea lanes,
energy and supply chains

E
xternal Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar arrived

in Atlanta to join G20 foreign ministers on

Friday for a two-day meeting that the US says

will focus on energy, supply chains and keeping sea

lanes open, issues that weigh heavily on India’s oil,

LNG and fertilizer imports.  He will also attend a

Quad foreign ministers’ meeting on the sidelines.

“There is shared resolve to confront urgent crises and

keep critical sea lanes open to commerce without

threats or tolls. This is important for energy resources,

but equally important for fertilizer and food,” a State

Department official told said ahead of the meeting,

hosted by Secretary of State Marco Rubio. For India,

among the world’s largest oil importers, the conflict

in West Asia and the disruption around the Strait of

Hormuz have pushed energy security to the top of

the agenda. The official said “Energy is foundational

for economic growth around the world” and access

must be “affordable and abundant”, which is “neces-

sary if a country wants to use SI (superintelligence)

and the emerging technologies being developed.”

“Supply chains for critical minerals are vital for en-

ergy security and advanced manufacturing,” the offi-

cial said, adding that other supply chains are essen-

tial, “especially for fertilizer, LNG, oil, other raw ma-

terials for manufacturing.” “Conversations in Atlanta

will provide an opportunity to discuss energy and

supply chain challenges as well as identify ways to

collectively address the impact of geopolitical ten-

sions on economic security,” the official said.

Announcing the visit in New Delhi on Wednesday,

Ministry of External Affairs spokesperson Randhir

Jaiswal said: “The External Affairs Minister will be

attending the G20 Foreign Ministers’ Meeting to be

held in Atlanta, United States, from 30th to 31st Oc-

tober, 2026. On the sidelines of this meeting, he will

also participate in a QUAD Foreign Ministers’ Meet-

ing and also have several bilateral engagements with

his counterparts.” Australian Foreign Minister Penny

Wong said she would meet counterparts from the US,

India and Japan “for the third Quad Foreign Minis-

ters’ Meeting this year.” She said Australia had joined

the EU-led “No Fees/No Tolls” pledge, “opposing

unlawful fees and tolls that would undermine free-

dom of navigation and set a dangerous precedent for

international shipping.” Russian Foreign Minister

Sergey Lavrov is among the heads of delegation, ac-

cording to a list released by a State Department

spokesperson.

Quality power supply must be the
next phase of power reforms : Experts

New Delhi, Oct 30 :  Reliable electric-

ity supply is not merely about powering

lights and fans but is closely linked to

dignity, livelihoods and equitable devel-

opment, former Uttar Pradesh Electric-

ity Regulatory Commission (UPERC)

Chairman Suresh Kumar Agarwal said

on Friday, while stressing the need for

structural reforms to improve the qual-

ity of power supply in rural areas.

Delivering the keynote address at a

roundtable on "Bridging the Rural-Ur-

ban Divide in Reliable and Quality

Power Supply: A Path to Equitable De-

velopment with focus on Uttar

Pradesh", organised by APCO in col-

laboration with Chintan Research

Foundation (CRF), Agarwal said that

while India has made remarkable

progress in expanding electricity ac-

cess through increased generation ca-

pacity and nationwide electrification,

ensuring reliable and quality power

supply, particularly in rural areas, re-

mains a significant challenge.

Over 200 terrorists
neutralised in northern Mali : Army
Bamako, Oct 30 : The

Malian army said on Friday

that more than 200 terrorists

were neutralised during coor-

dinated air and ground opera-

tions carried out in Anefis in

the country's northern Kidal

region.

According to a statement is-

sued by the General Staff of

the Armed Forces, Monday's

operations involved 35

airstrikes. The provisional toll

also included five armoured

vehicles, around 20 pickup

trucks and about 100 motor-

cycles destroyed, Xinhua

news agency reported.

The army said operations by

the Malian Armed Forces and their partners were

continuing in Anefis, reaffirming its determination

to pursue actions against armed terrorist groups

until the set objectives are achieved.

The operations came after attacks on July 4 target-

ing several localities in Mali, including Aguelhok,

Anefis, Gao, Sevare and Kenioroba. The Malian

army said at the time that it had repelled the at-

tacks. Mali has faced a volatile security situation

for years, with attacks by armed groups occurring

frequently, particularly in the northern and central

parts of the country.

In April, the country's Defence Minister Sadio

Camara was killed in an attack on his residence in

the town of Kati, near Bamako, carried out by armed

terrorist groups.

The African Union (AU) has condemned Saturday's

coordinated armed attacks that targeted several lo-

calities in Mali.
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said that his financial situation was pre-

carious earlier, but his life changed 360

degrees after subscribing to the scheme.

He received a loan of Rs 4 lakh under

the scheme, which enabled him to build

a house of his own - something he could

never have achieved on his own.

Rahul Gandhi's rally in Punjab will serve as
platform for state's rights, says Congress chief
Chandigarh, Oct 30 : Punjab

Congress President Pargat

Singh said on Friday that the

'Insaaf Rally' in Sangrur on

November 4 to be addressed by

Leader of Opposition in Lok

Sabha, Rahul Gandhi, would

serve as a decisive platform in

the fight for state's rights, jus-

tice and future.  The rally is ex-

pected to see more than one

lakh people from across Punjab.

He added that over the past

four-and-a-half years, the state

government had remained silent

on issues affecting farmers,

young people and ordinary citi-

zens, despite being accountable

to the public.

The Congress, Pargat Singh

said, would now forcefully raise

questions concerning law and

order, drugs, unemployment,

paddy procurement, sacrilege

cases and Punjab's rights.

Launching a sharp attack on the

Bhagwant Mann govern-

ment, the State Congress

President said the situation

in the state was becoming

increasingly worrying.

He alleged that the state

government had failed to

resolve people's problems

and that, instead of listen-

ing to public concerns, its

handling of the system was

steadily eroding the confi-

dence of ordinary citizens.

He said he had already

warned in the Punjab As-

sembly that the Aam

Aadmi Party government

was turning Punjab into a

'police state'.
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Midterm elections Is a shock in store for Trump?
Washington, Oct 30 : Recent

findings suggest that South

Asian Americans could deal a

blow to the ruling Republican

Party—led by President Trump—

in the upcoming U.S. midterm

elections. A survey indicates that,

in both the Senate and gubernato-

rial races in Texas, South Asian

Americans are leaning toward

candidates from the opposition

Democratic Party. The South Asian

American Voter Empowerment of Texas Education Fund and

the University of California, San Diego, jointly conducted

this survey. According to a survey, 66 percent of voters of

South Asian descent leaned toward Democratic candidate

James Talarico in the Senate race, while only 21 percent sup-

ported Ken Paxton of the incumbent Republican Party.

Pakistan: PTI voices concern
over deteriorating health of Imran Khan's sister
Islamabad, Oct 30 : Paki-

stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)

on Friday voiced concern

over the deteriorating

health condition of former

Pakistan Prime Minister

Imran Khan's sister,

Noreen Niazi in prison and

the decision by authorities

to transfer her to Punjab In-

stitute of Cardiology while

alleging that the family

members were not given

any update about her

health.

PTI leader Sheikh Waqas

Akram shared the PTI

central media

department's statement on

X, which mentioned that

they have received re-

ports that Noreen Niazi

was taken to Punjab Insti-

tute of Cardiology after

she fell ill in jail. How-

ever, the party said that it

is "extremely regrettable

and concerning" that none

of the family members was

informed about her shift-

ing to the hospital. "The al-

leged illegal detention of

70-year-old Noreen Niazi,

the risks to her health, and

her hospital transfer with-

out taking the family into

confidence are extremely serious matters, on

which the Punjab government and relevant au-

thorities must provide immediate clarification,"

the PTI mentioned in a statement.

The party called for providing the best medical

facilities to Noreen Niazi under the supervision

of cardiologists; all necessary diagnostic tests

and treatment should be ensured without de-

lay, and information about her health should

be shared immediately with the family. The PTI

said that Noreen Niazi's family should be per-

mitted to meet her and inquire about her well-

being. The party voiced concern over the treat-

ment being meted out to "innocent women" who

have been imprisoned, including Imran Khan's

sister. It called for ensuring respect and dignity

of women, human dignity, and constitutional

rights in all circumstances. "Turning political

affiliation into a crime and holding women in

detention for political pressure is unacceptable

in any civilised and democratic society," it said.

PTI's statement comes as Noreen Niazi's law-

yer Rana Mudassar Umer said that she had been

taken to the Punjab Institute of Cardiology on

Wednesday after jail doctors recommended it,

leading Pakistani daily Dawn reported. The

lawyer mentioned that Noreen Niazi's family

was not told about her worsening health con-

dition. Umer said that jail authorities were

not providing medicines to Imran Khan's sis-

ters. Three sisters of Imran Khan - Aleema

Khan, Uzma Khan, and Noreen Niazi - have

been kept in prison since September 21 un-

der the Punjab Maintenance of Public Order

Ordinance, 1960 (MPO) on the Lahore Deputy

Commissioner’s (DC) orders, Dawn reported.

Hong Kong suffers
economic hardship,
property slump over China’s
policy changes: Report
New Delhi, Oct 30 : Hong

Kong was once celebrated

as Asia’s ultimate success

story is now enduring eco-

nomic and social hardship

due to property market pres-

sures and business closures

linked to Beijing’s policy

changes, a new report has

said. The report from Mya

nmar-based Ayeyarwady

Times said Hong Kong is

now ridden with vacant store-

fronts, rental notices hanging

from once-premium retail

properties, struggling restau-

rants, declining property val-

ues. While Hong Kong re-

mains a major international

financial centre, many resi-

dents feel the city has lost

its dynamic, opportunity-

rich metropolis character.



New Delhi, Oct 30 : Minis-

ter of State for Science &amp;

Technology Jitendra Singh on

Friday emphasised the need to

move beyond scientific dis-

coveries towards their practi-

cal application, as the success

of India’s research and inno-

vation ecosystem must in-

creasingly be assessed

Jitendra Singh calls for transformation
via technology as ESTIC 2026 concludes

through its tangible contributions

to national development.

Addressing the valedictory ses-

sion of the “Emerging Science,

Technology and Innovation Con-

clave” (ESTIC), 2026, the minis-

ter called for “transformation

through technology.”

Building on Prime Minister

Narendra Modi’s vision of out-

come-oriented science and tech-

nology, Jitendra Singh highlighted

the importance of identifying

clear, measurable targets for the

next three years to assess the

country’s progress and strengthen

its long-term scientific and tech-

nological capabilities.

The session featured presentations

on key recommendations emerg-

ing from ESTIC 2026, followed

by the release of two landmark

documents. The National Vi-

sion Document for ESTIC 2026

brings together the long-term

science, technology and inno-

vation priorities.

New Delhi, Oct 30 : The

Samajwadi Party (SP) on Friday

welcomed the Allahabad High

Court's order granting relief to

party leader Azam Khan and his

son Abdullah Khan, while accus-

ing the Bharatiya Janata Party

(BJP)-led Uttar Pradesh govern-

ment of "discriminating" against

Khan's family.

The Allahabad High Court on

Thursday suspended the sentence

of the SP leader and his son in the

dual PAN card case and also

granted them bail. However, the

High Court declined their plea to

stay the conviction itself. Now,

their release from jail will depend

on the legal position in other pend-

ing cases.

Speaking to IANS, SP MP

Ramashankar Rajbhar said: "This

(BJP) government has treated

Azam Sahib's family in a discrimi-

natory manner and is pursuing a

politics of appeasement in Uttar

Pradesh."

"By appeasement, I mean that the

government believes that if action

is taken against Muslims, Hindus

will unite. It wants to practise ap-

peasement among Hindus. As for

the bail that has been granted, let

the government change. The

'Govt discriminated against Azam Khan's
family': SP welcomes Allahabad HC's relief to leader

honourable courts will quash all the

charges against Azam 'saheb' that

have been lodged under pressure

and as part of a conspiracy," he

added. Welcoming the High Court's

order, SP leader S.T. Hasan said:

"The (BJP) government had impli-

cated Azam Khan 'sahab' in these

cases...he has now received relief

from the court. This is the biggest

happiness for all of us. We pray that

his difficulties come to an end, that

he is released, and that no further

cases are filed against him."

SP leader Ajay Sagar added:

"Mohammad Azam Khan 'saheb'

and Abdullah Azam Khan 'saheb',

and all their well-wishers, I want to

congratulate everyone and extend

my best wishes. Now, after about

eleven-and-a-half months, our

leader is coming out, and there is a

lot of enthusiasm and happiness

among all the workers. Across the

entire state, there is an atmosphere

of excitement, like Diwali or Eid."

Earlier on Thursday, Justice Samit

Gopal of the Allahabad High Court

passed the order while hearing

criminal revision petitions filed by

the father and son challenging the

conviction and sentence awarded by

subordinate courts in the two PAN

cards case.

Itanagar, Oct 30 : Union

Minister for Tourism and Cul-

ture Gajendra Singh

Shekhawat on Friday high-

lighted the immense tourism

potential of the Northeast,

saying its rich biodiversity,

cultural heritage, spiritual tra-

ditions and scenic landscapes

offer unique opportunities for

adventure, nature-based and

experiential tourism.

Addressing the inaugural

function of the 14th edition of

the International Tourism

Mart (ITM) in Arunachal

Pradesh's at Tawang,

Shekhawat particularly

emphasised the potential of

adventure tourism, music fes-

tivals and concert tourism to

attract new visitor segments,

encourage longer stays and

generate economic opportuni-

ties for local communities.

He also called for developing

tourism experiences with ap-

propriate safety standards,

community participation and

environmental safeguards.

The Union Minister high-

lighted the Central

government's continued focus

on improving connectivity,

Northeast's rich biodiversity, cultural heritage
offer vast tourism potential: Union Minister Shekhawat

tourism infrastructure and destination experi-

ences in the Northeastern region.

He also underlined the Ministry's support for tour-

ism promotion through domestic and interna-

tional travel fairs, festivals, digital platforms and

familiarisation visits, along with skill develop-

ment initiatives to create employment opportu-

nities for local youth.  The 14th edition of the

ITM organised by the Union Ministry of Tour-

ism in association with the Arunachal Pradesh

government and other Northeastern state govern-

ments.  The three-day Mart, being held from Oc-

tober 29 to 31, aims to showcase the tourism

potential of the eight Northeastern states and

strengthen business engagement with domestic

and international tourism markets.

The inaugural session was held in the presence

of Suresh Gopi, Minister of State for Tourism

and Petroleum and Natural Gas; Sukanta

Majumdar, Minister of State for Education.

New Delhi, Oct 30 : The Samajwadi Party

(SP) and CPI-M on Friday opposed the Yogi

Adityanath-led Uttar Pradesh government's

move to declare individuals associated with

organisations advocating violent changes to

the existing social system, as ineligible for

appointment to government jobs, calling it

an "attack" of freedom of expression. Under

the revised guidelines, participation in pro-

tests or activities aimed at changing the ex-

isting system through violence could render

candidates ineligible for government em-

ployment. However, the Uttar Pradesh gov-

ernment has clarified that no candidate will

be disqualified solely on the basis of their

political ideology. Speaking to IANS, SP MP

Harendra Singh Malik requested the Uttar

Pradesh government to clarify two things.

"First, how many government jobs have they

provided so far? Second, will they ensure that

young people who do not participate in pro-

tests are given jobs?

'Attack on freedom of expression':
SP, CPI-M after UP bars 'violent
regime change' protesters from govt jobs
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Odisha govt signs MoUs in
Singapore to boost clean energy research
Bhubaneswar, Oct 30 : The

Odisha Energy Department

has signed four Memoranda

of Understanding (MoUs) in

Singapore to strengthen inter-

national research collabora-

tion in renewable energy and

emerging clean energy tech-

nologies, according to an of-

ficial statement issued on Fri-

day. The agreements were

signed at the Asia Clean En-

ergy Summit (ACES), held as

part of Singapore Interna-

tional Energy Week (SIEW)

2026 from 27 to 29 October

2026.  The agreements, with leading global technol-

ogy and energy companies and Nanyang Technologi-

cal University (NTU), Singapore, as the knowledge

partner, will advance research in digitalisation, arti-

ficial intelligence, battery energy storage, smart grids

and green hydrogen. Lauding the Energy

Department’s initiative, Odisha Deputy Chief Min-

ister Kanak Vardhan Singh Deo emphasised the im-

portance of international partnerships in accelerat-

ing the state’s clean energy transition. “Odisha is

committed to building a future-ready and sustain-

able energy sector through innovation, research and

global collaboration. These MoUs will strengthen

our partnerships with leading international institu-

tions and technology companies, enabling us to ex-

plore advanced solutions in energy storage, artifi-

cial intelligence, smart grids and green hydrogen,”

said Singh Deo. The deputy CM also noted that

such collaborations will support our renewable

energy ambitions, enhance energy security and con-

tribute to Odisha’s emergence as a key destination

for clean energy investment and innovation.  The

latest agreements build upon the research collabo-

ration initiated in January 2023, when the Energy

Department entered into an MoU with NTU,

Singapore, and IIT Bhubaneswar to advance re-

search in renewable energy technologies.

Hyderabad, Oct 30     : BRS

MLA Padi Kaushik Reddy on

Friday took a swipe at Congress

leader Rahul Gandhi over his

protest in the Lok Sabha against

alleged "vote theft", questioning

his silence on Chief Minister A.

Revanth Reddy.

Kaushik Reddy takes
dig at Rahul Gandhi
over "vote theft" protest



New Delhi, Oct 30 : The govern-

ment on Friday issued a clarifica-

tion on the process of 'strategic

restructuring' of IDBI Bank, say-

ing the government of India and

the LIC retain residual

shareholdings to get further ben-

efit from the “upside that is ex-

pected from the value enhance-

ment following strategic restruc-

turing of the IDBI Bank going

forward in future”.

Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman had earlier de-

scribed the IDBI Bank deal as a

"strategic restructuring" rather

than a strategic disinvestment --

highlighting that both the gov-

ernment and LIC will remain

Govt issues clarification on
‘strategic restructuring’ process of IDBI Bank

shareholders in the lender af-

ter the transaction is com-

pleted. The Finance Ministry

said in a fresh statement that

the first or initial bid round was

conducted in the financial year

2025-26 by DIPAM as per its

internal practices, which are in

the nature of indicative guide-

lines and not hidebound rules

or regulations.  “The foreword

itself states that the procedure

suggested is not to be con-

strued as a rigid, legal frame-

work, which may require due

adaptation/ modification in the

best interest of successful ex-

ecution of the transaction in a

time bound manner.

New Delhi, Oct 30 : AI chip

giant Nvidia has invested in

Bengaluru-based startup

Simplismart as part of a $14

million Series B funding

round, betting on software

that helps enterprises run ar-

tificial intelligence models

more efficiently and reduce

infrastructure costs, a report

has said.

The funding round was led by

Dallas Venture Capital and

also saw participation from

Accel, Shastra VC and

Nvidia backs Indian AI startup
Simplismart in $14 million funding round

Micromax. The investment values

the four-year-old startup at around

$100 million, including the fresh

capital, according to the

TechCrunch report.

Founded in 2022 by former Oracle

engineer Amritanshu Jain and

former Google engineer Devansh

Ghatak, Simplismart develops

software designed to improve the

deployment and operation of AI

models.

The platform helps enterprises

optimise performance, response

times and computing costs with-

out requiring significant addi-

tional hardware investments.

The investment comes at a time

when organisations worldwide are

increasing spending on graphics

processing units (GPUs) to power

AI applications, while also seek-

ing ways to improve efficiency

and lower operating costs.

Simplismart's software sits be-

tween AI models and the un-

derlying computing infrastruc-

ture, automatically adjusting

deployment settings based on

customer requirements.

The company says its technol-

ogy can optimise how quickly

models respond, how many

requests they can process and

the amount of computing

power they consume, helping

businesses maximise

utilisation of existing GPU re-

sources.

According to Amritanshu Jain,

companies are not necessarily

looking for the fastest or

cheapest AI inference solutions

but rather systems that deliver

the right balance of speed.

Mumbai, Oct 30 :

InterGlobe Aviation Limited,

the parent of India's largest

airline IndiGo, on Friday re-

ported a narrower net loss for

the quarter ended September

2026 (Q2 FY27), aided by

strong revenue growth and a

sharp improvement in operat-

ing performance despite el-

evated fuel costs and geopo-

IndiGo Q2 results: Loss narrows
to Rs 1,879 crore as revenue jumps 26 pc

litical uncertainties. The airline

posted a consolidated net loss of

Rs 1,879 crore during the quarter,

improving from a loss of Rs 2,582

crore in the corresponding period

last financial year (Q2 FY26), ac-

cording to its stock exchange fil-

ing. Revenue from operations rose

25.9 per cent year-on-year to Rs

23,364 crore, compared with Rs

18,555 crore in the year-ago quar-

ter, driven by resilient de-

mand and yield management

initiatives.

On the operating front,

IndiGo reported a sharp im-

provement in earnings be-

fore interest, taxes, deprecia-

tion and amortisation

(EBITDA), which surged

229 per cent to Rs 1,908

crore from Rs 579 crore.

New Delhi, Oct 30 : US-based

Apple Inc.'s new Chief Execu-

tive Officer John Ternus will re-

ceive a compensation package

worth about $58 million in fis-

cal 2027, while outgoing CEO

Tim Cook is set to receive about

$47 million in his new role as

executive chairman, as per mul-

tiple reports.

Reports said the company dis-

closed the compensation details

in a filing with the US Securi-

ties and Exchange Commission

on Tuesday, the first day of

Ternus' tenure as CEO.

Ternus will receive an annual

base salary of $3 million and a

stock award with a target value

of $55 million for fiscal 2027.

Apple's new CEO to get
$58 million pay package in FY27

Chennai, Oct 30 : Tamil

Nadu has achieved a new

milestone in renewable en-

ergy, recording its highest-

ever single-day solar power

generation as prolonged sum-

mer conditions and uninter-

rupted sunshine boosted elec-

TN sets new record in solar power generation as output touches 60.4 million units
tricity production across the state.

On Friday, the state’s solar power

plants generated 60.4 million units

(MUs) of electricity, surpassing

the previous record of 58.6 mil-

lion units registered on April 18.

The achievement underscores

Tamil Nadu’s growing leadership

in renewable energy and reflects

the rapid expansion of its solar

power infrastructure.

According to data from the Tamil

Nadu Transmission Corporation

Limited (Tantransco), the state

recorded a total electricity con-

sumption of 429.057 million units

on the same day. Energy officials

said the sharp increase in solar

generation played a crucial role in

meeting the state’s power demand,

particularly during daytime peak

hours, while significantly reduc-

ing dependence on thermal power

stations.

Retail sales see record
decline on sluggish demand: Data
Seoul, Oct 30 : South Korea's

retail sales continued to de-

crease for more than two years,

led by weak demand across

durable and non-durable

goods, government data

showed on Friday.

The index for retail sales

reached 100.7 on average for

the third quarter of this year,

down 1.9 percent from a year

ago, according to the data from

Statistics Korea. The quar-

terly retail sales figures de-

creased consistently since the

second quarter of 2022, mark-

ing the longest downturn

since Statistics Korea began

tracking the data in 1995.
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Mumbai, Oct 30: Suzlon En-

ergy on Friday reported a 69 per

cent year-on-year (YoY) decline

in its consolidated net profit to

Rs 394 crore for the second

quarter of FY27, compared to

Rs 1,279 crore in the corre-

Suzlon Energy's Q2
profit drops 69 pc to Rs 394 crore

sponding quarter last financial year

(Q2 FY26).  Revenue from operations

rose 26 per cent to Rs 4,875 crore dur-

ing the July-September quarter from

Rs 3,871 crore a year earlier, driven

by higher project execution and com-

missioning activities.

New Delhi, Oct 30 : The

manufacturing sector has

helped curb a broader slow-

down in economic momentum

even as indicators weakened in

April-May, a report said on

Friday. Manufacturing makes

up nearly 20 per cent of GDP

and has been remarkably resil-

ient, led by exports and inven-

tory build-up, the report from

HSBC Global Investment Re-

search said.

This is because energy-market

Resilient manufacturing sector
cushions ease in economic momentum: Report

uncertainty prompted precau-

tionary inventory build-up – a

trend most visible in consumer

goods. Meanwhile, lower US

tariffs created a window to ac-

celerate non-oil exports ahead of

potential Section 301 tariffs.

However, the report said its da-

tabase of 100 growth indicators

points to weakening momentum

in April-May, along with

chances of very strong El Niño

and weak monsoon pose risks to

agriculture and rural demand.

NSE flags broker
violations in margin trading, client fund handling
Mumbai, Oct 30 : The Na-

tional Stock Exchange (NSE)

has flagged multiple compli-

ance lapses by brokers and

authorised persons (APs), in-

cluding failures in margin col-

lection for margin trading fa-

cilities (MTF), misuse of cli-

ent accounts, deficiencies in

fund settlements and weak

cybersecurity controls, based

on inspections conducted between

October 2025 and March 2026.

Among the key concerns identi-

fied by the exchange were in-

stances where brokers extended

margin trading facilities against

ineligible securities, including

stocks that did not fall under the

eligible Group I category.

The NSE also found cases where

adequate margins were not col-

lected from clients despite regula-

tory requirements mandating bro-

kers to obtain margins in the form

of cash, cash equivalents or eligible

securities after applying pre-

scribed haircuts. The observa-

tions come at a time when the

MTF segment has witnessed

rapid expansion.  According to

data compiled by Care Edge

Ratings from NSE and BSE, the

MTF book size increased from

approximately Rs 96,000 crore

in August 2025 to Rs 1.48 lakh

crore in August 2026.
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New Delhi, Oct 30 :BJP MP

Manoj Tiwari’s dip into the

Yamuna River on Friday es-

calated into a political row as

the AAP’s Saurabh Bhardwaj

dubbed the move an eyewash

and dared the parliamentarian

to drink water at Kalindi Kunj,

the river stretch that remains

infamously polluted through-

out the year.

The political tussle comes

days ahead of Chhath Puja,

even as the Rekha Gupta-led

BJP government carries out a

Kolkata, Oct 30 : West Bengal Chief Minister

Suvendu Adhikari on Friday gave a message to

the people of the state, requesting them not to panic

about the dengue situation amid continued heavy

downpour, and also said that the situation, though

serious, is not highly alarming.

The Chief Minister chaired a high-level meeting

on Tuesday involving ministers and bureaucrats

of different state government departments and the

administrators of 21 urban civic bodies in the state,

to work out a strategy involving multiple govern-

ment departments to combat the dengue situation

in the state.

Speaking to the media persons at the end of the

meeting, he said that the number of dengue-af-

New Delhi, Oct 30 : India and

Tanzania held the inaugural

Army-to-Army Staff Talks in

New Delhi from October 27-29,

with discussions held on

strengthening defence coopera-

tion through military education,

training exchanges and capacity

building.

During its stay to India, the Tan-

zanian delegation also visited the

505 Army Base Workshop,

DPSU Bhawan and paid tribute

to the fallen heroes at the Na-

tional War Memorial.

"The inaugural India-Tanzania

Army-to-Army Staff Talks, held

in New Delhi from 27 to 29 Oc-

tober 2026, focused on strength-

ening bilateral defence coopera-

tion through military education,

training exchanges and capacity

building. The Tanzanian delega-

tion visited 505 Army Base

Workshop and DPSU Bhawan,

gaining insights into India's mili-

tary maintenance capabilities

and indigenous defence manu-

India and Tanzania hold Army Staff
Talks, discuss strengthening defence cooperation

facturing," the Indian Army's Ad-

ditional Directorate General of

Public Information (ADGPI)

posted on X. "The delegation also

paid homage to the fallen heroes

at the National War Memorial.

The engagement reinforced mu-

tual trust and the shared commit-

ment towards deeper military co-

operation," it added.

Earlier this year, India and Tanza-

nia held the fourth edition of the

Joint Defence Cooperation Com-

mittee (JDCC) meeting in Zanzi-

bar, discussing cooperation in

military training, maritime secu-

rity, and defence industry collabo-

ration.

Defence Ministry's Joint Secre-

tary, International Cooperation,

Amitabh Prasad, co-chaired the

meet held in Tanzania's Zanzibar

from February 2-3. During the

meeting, the officials of the two

nations spoke about enhancing

cooperation in various sectors like

cyber and artificial intelligence

(AI).

Drink water at Kalindi Kunj ghat: AAP leader
dares BJP MP after latter takes dip in Yamuna

large-scale cleanliness drive to

clean the river, a pledge that was

a key plank of the BJP in the run-

up to Assembly elections.

Saurabh Bhardwaj accused the

BJP of misleading the public by

engaging in theatrics, rather than

undertaking a dedicated initiative

to clean the river.

He also hurled a direct challenge

to the BJP MP as well as Delhi

minister Parvesh Singh Verma to

drink water from the Yamuna to

prove their claims of a "cleaned

Yamuna".  He claimed that the

BJP leaders had backed

down when presented

with a similar chal-

lenge last year, and that

the same would happen

this time as well. Ear-

lier in the day, BJP MP

Manoj Tiwari took a

dip in the Yamuna,

claiming that the pollu-

tion load of the river

had reduced by half in

the past year. He also

asserted that people

can now celebrate

Chhath puja in the Yamuna once again.

Tiwari said he had tasted Yamuna wa-

ter at Sonia Vihar and praised the city

government for its efforts to clean the

river. "AAP used to blame Haryana for

polluting the river. But since the BJP

came to power, it has cleaned half of

the river in one-and-a-half years,"

Tiwari stated.  Responding to this,

Saurabh Bhardwaj dubbed them as

“frauds” and said on X.

Dengue situation in Bengal is
serious but not alarming : CM Adhikari

fected people in West Bengal during the

current and ongoing monsoons, though high,

is much less compared to what the figure

was during the monsoons during the previ-

ous year.

According to him, while the figure of the

total-dengue affected people till the end of

August 2025 was 7,600, the figure in the

same period in 2025 is around 4,000. “How-

ever, we are not taking any chances.

Pune, Oct 30 : NCP president

and Deputy Chief Minister

Sunetra Pawar on Friday admit-

ted that the Maharashtra Leg-

islative Council election results

call for self-introspection.

She was reacting after the NCP

nominee Satish Chavan lost to

the NCP SP candidate

Pratapsinh Patil in the

Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar

Graduates' seat.

MahaYuti alliance won Pune

and Amravati Teacher's seats

while the Maha Vikas Aghadi

bagged three seats including

Pune, Nagpur and Chhatrapati

Sambhajinagar Graduates' Con-

stituencies.

Speaking to reporters, Sunetra

Pawar said, "In any election,

there are victories and defeats.

Even when the results come

out, self-introspection is neces-

sary, and we will do so. We will

try to improve. I genuinely feel

that this result calls for self-in-

trospection on our part."

Her reaction comes after the

party working president Praful

Patel, in his post on X, said,

"Today’s Vidhan Parishad elec-

tion results serve as a definitive

wake-up call. The time has

come for urgent introspection to

rebuild trust, realign our priori-

ties, and fix our organisational

structure." The Maharashtra

NCP chief Sunil Tatkare said, "

We will sit together and analyse

the outcome."

MLC poll result calls for
self-introspection : Maha Dy CM Pawar

New Delhi, Oct 30 :  Micro

hospitals, which replace frag-

mented tertiary models with

specialist-led coordinated

care and reduced wait times,

can play a crucial role in the

country’s fight against the

rising epidemic of non-com-

municable diseases (NCDs),

said experts on Friday.

NCDs, which include diabe-

tes, hypertension, cancer, and

obesity, affect over million in

India and are behind 63 per

Community-centric micro hospitals
can help fight India’s NCD crises, say experts

cent of all deaths, as per the

WHO data. The rising bur-

den of NCDs is also affect-

ing the healthcare system.

Hospital bed density lags at

just 0.55 per 1,000 popula-

tion -- far below the WHO's

3 per 1,000 benchmarks --

leading to overcrowded fa-

cilities, long wait times, and

variability in care quality.

“India has the doctors and the

technology, but what we

truly lack is continuous.

New Delhi, Oct 30 : Kuljeet

Singh Chahal, Vice Chairperson,

New Delhi Municipal Council

(NDMC), on Friday announced

a 50 per cent discount in park-

ing fee for EV vehicles, work-

from-home for staff and shuttle

bus services between the civic

agency’s offices and residential

colonies for fuel conservation.

Chahal said, in line with the vi-

sion of Prime Minister Narendra

Modi for fuel conservation, en-

vironmental protection and pro-

motion of digital work culture,

orders have been issued to imple-

ment work-from-home (WFH).

 with immediate effect for eli-

NDMC announces WFH,
EV parking discount and
shuttle buses for staff

Those involved in violence during anti-encroachment drive being identified and arrested, says Raj Home Minister
Jaipur, Oct 30 :  Rajasthan's

Minister of State for Home

Affairs, Jawahar Singh

Bedham, addressed a press

conference at the Secretariat

on Friday regarding the inci-

dent of encroachment and

unrest in the Chomu area of

Jaipur, government officials

said.

Authorities said that indi-

viduals involved in the unrest

are being arrested based on

video footage, photos, and

other available evidence, and

that legal action is being

taken strictly in accordance

with the rules.

He alleged that the Opposi-

tion Congress, instead of support-

ing lawful action, is indulging in

petty politics over the issue.

He said that on Saturday, talks

were held between the police ad-

ministration and the concerned

parties to remove permanent en-

croachment constructed on the

road at the Chomu bus stand.

During the talks, both sides agreed

to remove the encroachment built

in the middle of the road.

He said that late Thursday night,

some miscreants again attempted

to encroach on the road by install-

ing iron railings.

When the administration inter-

vened to stop this act, stones were

pelted at the police, resulting in

injuries to several police person-

nel. The Minister assured that the

situation has now been brought

under control and that arrests of

the miscreants are being made

continuously.

He said that those involved in the

unrest are being arrested based on

the video footage, photos, and

other evidence, and legal action is

being taken against the accused as

per the rules.

He alleged that the Opposition is

indulging in petty politics over

this action.

State Congress President Govind

Singh Dotasra is trying to gain

political mileage by giving a com-

munal angle to the encroachment

eviction drive. The Minister of

State for Home Affairs clari-

fied that encroachment re-

moval is not carried out on the

basis of religion or caste.

He emphasised that the

Rajasthan government’'

policy on removing encroach-

ments is completely impartial

and has no connection what-

soever with religion or caste.

Assam Assembly constitutes
amenities panel; Habbey Teron named chairperson
Guwahati, Oct 30 : The Assam

Legislative Assembly has con-

stituted its Members’ Amenities

and Facilities Committee, with

Deputy Speaker Dr Habbey

Teron appointed as its chairper-

son, officials said on Friday. The

committee has been formed un-

der Section 8(1) of the Assam

Legislative Assembly Members’

Salaries, Allowances, Amenities

and Pensions Act, 2018, the no-

tification stated. Apart from

Teron, the committee comprises

nine other legislators — Manab

Deka, Utpal Bora, Suren Phukan,

Dr Mridul Kumar Dutta, Abdus

Sobahan Ali Sarkar, Akhil

Gogoi, Maneswar Brahma,

Jibesh Roy and Md Badruddin

Ajmal.

The Speaker appointed Teron as

the chairperson in accordance

with Rule 198(1) of the Rules

of Procedure and Conduct of

Business in the Assam Legis-

lative Assembly.

Ahmedabad civic body plans Rs 570-crore
'City Square' project with 175-metre tower, skywalk
Ahmedabad, Oct 30 : The

Ahmedabad Municipal Cor-

poration (AMC) has pro-

posed a Rs 570-crore urban

development project featur-

ing a 175-metre-high tower,

a skywalk, a viewing gallery,

restaurants and commercial

spaces on Sindhu Bhavan

Road in the Bodakdev area.

Named 'Ahmedabad City

Square', the project will in-

clude three basement levels

for parking, an urban plaza,

an amphitheatre, an art gal-

lery, shops and food courts.

The tower is planned as the

centrepiece of the develop-

ment, which the civic body

intends to establish as a rec-

reational, cultural and com-

mercial hub.

The AMC published the ten-

der for the project on Octo-

ber 25.

A special orientation meeting

will be organised to brief in-

terested contractors on the

scope and requirements, fol-

lowed by two pre-bid meet-

ings. Once the contract is

awarded, the selected contrac-

tor will have 42 months to

complete the project.

The AMC has planned the de-

velopment on a plot allotted by

the civic body's Estate Depart-

ment. The total plot area is

13,144.40 square metres, while

the proposed building will oc-

cupy 12,091 square metres,

excluding the road area.

08 THE INDIAN MAIL
www.theindianmail.in

31 OCTOBER 2026

SATURDAY, HYDERABAD NATIONAL NEWS



Australian teenager dies in
hospital after drive-by shooting
Sydney, Oct 30 : A teenager who was

critically injured in a drive-by shooting

southeast of Brisbane has died in hospi-

tal, police said on Friday.

The 19-year-old woman was taken to the

hospital after she was shot in the neck

and head by two masked men who

opened fire on a crowd outside a boxing

event about 28 km southeast of central

Brisbane in the state of Queensland on

Saturday night. Queensland Police Ser-

vice Detective Inspector Ian Galpin told

reporters that she died in hospital on

Thursday morning and that the incident

is now the subject of a homicide investi-

gation, Xinhua News Agency reported.

He said that around 80 detectives were

working on the case and had not ruled

out gang involvement in the shooting.

Three men aged 27, 37 and 38 were also

hospitalised with injuries sustained in the

shooting, two of whom have since been

discharged. On October 18, a man was

charged over a firearm incident that trig-

gered a lockdown and major emergency

response in Australia's southwest

Sydney. Police said that a 32-year-old

man was arrested in Sydney's inner-west

and charged with seven offences, includ-

ing possessing a shortened firearm with-

out authority and robbery while armed

with a dangerous weapon.

Asheville, Oct 30 : US Treasury Secretary Scott

Bessent has called for faster, more transparent and

predictable sovereign debt restructuring as develop-

ing economies confront mounting debt burdens,

weaker financing flows and growing liquidity pres-

sures.  Addressing a G20 meeting on sovereign debt

in Asheville, North Carolina, Bessent said the group

would establish a technical-level study group to ad-

vance discussions before the G20 Leaders’ Summit

in Doral, Florida, in December. “As we prepare to

conclude the G20 presidency, I expect our debt work

Bessent pushes
faster sovereign debt relief

stream to remain an ongoing priority,” he said.

“Accordingly, to maintain momentum and better

inform leaders’ discussions, we will establish a

technical-level study group following.

Dehradun, Oct 30 : Uttarakhand Chief Min-

ister Pushkar Singh Dhami on Friday remem-

bered former Prime Minister late Atal Bihari

Vajpayee's contribution to literature, saying

that the latter taught that words also can be-

come "powerful instruments of nation-build-

ing", during the closing ceremony of the

'Lekhak Gaon International Festival 2026'.

Addressing a gathering at the event, Chief

Minister Dhami called the festival as a ma-

jor centre for literature, art and music

He recalled the contribution of former PM

late Vajpayee, under whose leadership

Uttarakhand was created as a separate state.

Remembering Vajpayee as a "true practitio-

ner of words", CM Dhami said that the former

Prime Minister was "blessed with the grace

of Goddess Saraswati".

"He (former PM late Atal Bihari Vajpayee)

possessed the firmness of the mountains, the

depth of the Ganga, and the grandeur of the

Himalayas. Had he been present today, he

would have been delighted to witness the

realisation of the 'Lekhak Gaon' concept," the

Chief Minister added. The Uttarakhand Chief

Minister added: "Atal Ji taught us that words,

too, can become powerful instruments of

nation-building... the concept of 'Lekhak

Gaon' is not limited to a physical structure of

bricks and mortar. Rather, it symbolises ideas

that guide society, shapes the future of

younger generations.

Lekhak Gaon International Festival: U'khand CM Dhami
remembers ex-PM Vajpayee's contribution to literature

New Delhi, Oct 30 : Belgian

Prime Minister Bart De Wever

will embark on his three-day

visit to India on Friday, during

which he will also hold bilateral

discussions with Prime Minister

Narendra Modi in New Delhi.

This will be PM De Wever's first

visit to India after assuming of-

fice in February last year. Bel-

gian Defence Minister Theo

Francken will also be in the vis-

iting delegation.

Belgian PM Wever to arrive in
India today on  first official visit

New Delhi, Oct 30 : The member and partner

countries of the Shanghai Cooperation

Organisation (SCO) on Friday held discussions

on strengthening cooperation within the SCO

framework, especially cultural and civilisational

exchanges, and preparations for the upcoming

SCO Civilisational Dialogue Forum. The dis-

cussions were held during the luncheon recep-

tion hosted by Secretary (West) in the Ministry

of External Affairs (MEA), Sibi George, for

Mumbai, Oct 30 : Shiv Sena

(UBT) MLA Aaditya

Thackeray on Friday alleged

that Deputy Chief Minister

Eknath Shinde is desperate to

safeguard former Thane

Mayor Meenakshi Shinde

from the Shiv Sena (UBT)

leader Pradeep Purnekar mur-

der case. The Sena (UBT)

leaders alleged that the police

have merely arrested the con-

tract killers and that until

Meenakshi and Rajendra

Shinde are arrested, the true

conspiracy will never come

SCO members, partner countries discuss
preparations for Civilisational Dialogue Forum

R e s i d e n t

A m b a s s a -

dors, High

C o m m i s -

sioners of

SCO mem-

ber states and

partner coun-

tries in New

Delhi.

Pradeep Purnekar murder case: Aaditya
Thackeray accuses Eknath Shinde of protecting ‘conspirators’

out. “We demand that the main ac-

cused and conspirator should be

arrested at the earliest. We have

no idea why she is being

protected…when we met the po-

lice commissioner, we sensed that

the policemen are convinced

about who the main accused is,”

said Thackeray, addressing a press

conference in Thane.

Thackeray, along with Purnekar’s

son Ram, Rajya Sabha MP Sanjay

Raut and Shiv Sena (UBT) lead-

ers from Thane, held a press con-

ference after holding a meeting

with the Thane police commis-

sioner.  Earlier, Thackeray visited

the house of Purnekar to meet the

wife of the dead leader.

Thackeray said that despite giv-

ing the evidence of CCTV foot-

age, arrests have not been made.

“What and why are you waiting

for?” Thackeray asked. “This is

a political murder of which

CCTV footage is available. Why

are the main conspirator and

masterminds not being arrested?

Why is Eknath Shinde so des-

perate to safeguard the accused

and conspirator?” he asked.

Thackeray criticised deputy CM

and Thane’s guardian minister

Eknath Shinde for detaining

Ram Purnekar, who had gone to

meet the latter demanding action

in his father’s murder.

“We had come to Thane only to

meet the Purnekar family and

the police commissioner. But the

local MP used abusive language

and made a childish attempt to

threaten us.

Instead of facing us, they

(Shinde-led Sena leaders) pro-

tested somewhere else and did

not face us,” said Thackeray.

He also slammed Chief Minis-

ter and Home Minister

Devendra Fadnavis for failing to

deliver justice to the Purnekar

family.

“The Home Minister is busy

breaking parties, cutting trees

and selling Sahyadri moun-

tain ranges instead of stop-

ping all these things,” he said.

Targeting CM Fadnavis, Shiv

Sena UBT MP Sanjay Raut

said that Maharashtra never

had such a weak home min-

ister.  “I want to tell those

who challenged us to come to

Thane that we not only came

here, but we are ready to wait

till we face you.

Don’t boast because you are

in power. It is not permanent.

Meenakshi and Rajendra

Shinde are the main accused

in this case, and people are

coming out of the streets to

safeguard killers,” he said,

adding that police will have

to arrest both of them.sj/dan

Lucknow, Oct 30 :

Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath on Friday

released the book

'Bharat Aantrik Emer-

gency 1975', authored

by former minister

and BJP leader

Shatrudra Prakash, at

his official residence.

The author presented

a copy of the book to

the Chief Minister.

BJP leaders Ramesh

Mishra and CP Singh

were also present on

CM Yogi releases book on
1975 Emergency; recalls assault on democratic rights

the occasion. The book chronicles

the period of the Emergency im-

posed from June 25, 1975, to

March 23, 1977, describing it as

one of the most challenging

phases for Indian democracy.

It details the severe restrictions

placed on democratic rights, the

mass arrests of opposition lead-

ers and social activists, press

censorship, and the curtailment

of civil liberties under the then

Prime Minister Indira Gandhi.

The volume covers the movement

led by ‘Loknayak Jayaprakash
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Narayan’ and documents issues

such as forced sterilisations, the

demolition of settlements of the

poor, and the pressures faced by

constitutional institutions.

Special emphasis has been laid

on the struggles of activists who

continued their resistance de-

spite the widespread crackdown.

The book also traces Shatrudra

Prakash’s own political journey

and his role during the Emer-

gency. After engaging in student

politics at Banaras Hindu Uni-

versity between 1968 and 1973,

he worked for basic amenities

for the poor in Banaras and was

elected as one of the youngest

members of the Uttar Pradesh

Legislative Assembly in 1974.

It records the arrest of his wife,

Anjana Prakash, during the

Emergency and the underground

activities of activists who sus-

tained the resistance.

A significant section is devoted

to the cyclostyled bulletin

‘Ranbheri’, through which anti-

emergency views and messages

on democratic rights were dis-

seminated despite censorship.

Haryana CM announces
hike of Rs 35 per quintal in sugarcane price
Chandigarh, Oct 30 : In a

major farmer-friendly deci-

sion, Haryana Chief Minister

Nayab Singh Saini on Friday

announced an increase of Rs

35 per quintal in the sugarcane

price for the next two years,

providing significant financial

relief to sugarcane growers in

the state.

Under the revised rates, farmers

will receive Rs 430 per quintal in

the 2026-27 season, while the

price will be further increased to

Rs 450 per quintal in 2027-28.

The Chief Minister said the sug-

arcane price in Haryana was Rs

415 per quintal in 2025-26. It will

be increased by Rs 15 to Rs 430

per quintal in 2026-27, followed

by a further increase of Rs 20 per quin-

tal in 2027-28. With this, the sugar-

cane price will rise by a total of Rs 35

per quintal over two years. Highlight-

ing the financial benefits for farmers,

CM Saini said the average sugarcane

yield generally ranges between 700

and 800 quintals per hectare, equiva-

lent to approximately 283 to 324 quin-

tals per acre.



Shillong, Oct 30 : Meghalaya

Deputy Chief Minister and the

ruling National People's Party

(NPP) State President

Prestone Tynsong on Friday

dismissed speculation that the

Meghalaya Democratic Alli-

ance (MDA) government

could face instability follow-

ing reports that nine United

Democratic Party (UDP)

Meghalaya govt stable, NPP
has numbers to complete full term: Dy CM Tynsong

MLAs may join the Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP), asserting that

the NPP has sufficient numbers to

sustain the government on its own.

Tynsong said the reports about the

alleged move by UDP legislators

had surfaced only through media

reports and had not been raised as

an issue within the MDA alliance.

"I have seen it only in newspapers.

We have regular MDA meetings

and whenever there are issues re-

lated to constituencies, we are

open to discussing them,"

Tynsong said.

He added that alliance partners

regularly communicate with the

leadership, including himself,

Chief Minister Conrad K. Sangma

and Deputy Chief Minister

Sniawbhalang Dhar, whenever

concerns arise.

"All partners speak to me, to the

Chief Minister or to Sniawbhalang

Dhar and we resolve it. I do not

see any problem," he said.

Tynsong suggested that the specu-

lation surrounding the UDP could

be linked to internal differences

within the party rather than any

development that could threaten

the MDA government.

"It could be due to internal issues,

Temperature drops as
Cyclone Arnab brings rain in Rajasthan

CBI fraud case of Rs 210 crore against
Chandra Proteco; conducts raids in Prayagraj
New Delhi, Oct 30 : The CBI

registered a case on the com-

plaint of Indian Bank,

Stressed Asset Management

Branch, against Chandra

Proteco Limited and its offi-

cials in a Rs 210 crore fraud

with six banks and conducted

searches in Prayagraj in Uttar

Pradesh, an official said on

Friday.

The CBI booked the

company’s directors Ranjeet

Gupta, Anilesh Gupta and

Aparna Gupta, along with

unknown public servants and

unknown persons, for of-

fences of criminal conspiracy

for cheating and also the of-

fences under the Prevention

of Corruption Act, said a

statement. The complaint al-

leged that the accused persons

entered into a criminal con-

spiracy, obtained Cash Credit

facility, Term Loan and Letters

of Credit amounting to

Rs.541.46 crore from a consor-

tium of six banks led by the In-

dian bank. The company was

engaged in systematic financial

manipulations including oper-

ating clandestine accounts with

non-consortium banks, devolv-

ing letters of credit through

entities sharing common Direc-

tors/sister concerns, the CBI

said.

The company defrauded the

banks by not utilising the bank

funds for the intended purpose,

for which it was sanctioned.

Chandigarh, Oct 30 :

Punjab Water Resources

Minister Barinder Kumar

Goyal on Friday said that

the government has put in

place a monitoring and re-

sponse mechanism to en-

sure the safety of human

lives, agricultural land and

public infrastructure during

monsoon.  Chairing a high-

level review meeting of the

Water Resources Depart-

ment here to assess the

state’s flood preparedness

and monsoon management,

he undertook a review of

flood protection and drain-

age management works, in-

cluding drain cleaning,

boulder stone and hybrid

protection works.

Monitoring, response mechanism
in place to handle
monsoon fury, says Punjab minister

Bengaluru, Oct 30 : The

State Cabinet has approved

the establishment of the

‘Karnataka Tribal Develop-

ment Corporation’ to exclu-

sively drive the social, edu-

cational, and economic de-

velopment of tribals, as well

as micro and most micro

Scheduled Tribes.

The new corporation will be

set up with a grant of Rs

33.36 crore, and the proposal

was cleared in the Cabinet

meeting chaired by Chief

K'taka Cabinet approves separate
development Corporation for tribal welfare

Minister D.K. Shivakumar at

Vidhana Soudha on Friday.

Karnataka already operates the

Karnataka Maharshi Valmiki

Scheduled Tribes Development

Corporation, the Karnataka

Medara Development Corpora-

tion, and the Nomadic Communi-

ties Development Corporation,

each catering to specific commu-

nities based on their traditional

occupations and habitats.

However, the government has

recognised the critical need for a

dedicated corporation to ensure

the holistic development of Par-

ticularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups

(PVTG) residing in and around

forest areas, including the Irula,

Soliga, Jenukuruba, Kadukuruba,

Kudiya, and Siddi communities.

This initiative fulfils the an-

nouncement made in the

2026-27 state budget by

former Chief Minister

Siddaramaiah to establish the

new corporation, as per the

official statement from the

ST Welfare Ministry.

Imphal, Oct 30 : The Assam

Rifles have busted a major

drug consignment in

Manipur, recovering highly

addictive methamphetamine

tablets valued at over Rs 40

crore and arresting a drug

peddler in the operation, of-

ficials said on Friday.

A defence spokesperson said

that based on specific intel-

ligence inputs, Assam Rifles

personnel, along with

Manipur Police, conducted a

joint anti-narcotics operation

on Thursday in Jiribam dis-

trict, which shares an inter-

state border with southern

Assam. During the operation,

the security forces recovered

1.60 lakh methamphetamine

tablets, also known as Yaba

tablets, from a truck.

The seized contraband, along

with the apprehended person

and the truck, was handed

over to Jiribam Police for

further investigation.

Assam Rifles busts major drug
racket in Manipur, seizes meth
tablets valued at Rs 40 crore

Srinagar, Oct 30 : Chief of

Army Staff General Dhiraj

Seth on Friday made his

maiden visit to Jammu and

Kashmir and called on Lieu-

tenant Governor Manoj Sinha

and Chief Minister Omar

Abdullah to review the pre-

vailing security situation in

the union territory. Officials

said General Seth called on

the J&amp;K L-G at Lok

Bhavan. The J&amp;K L-G

and the Army Chief reviewed

the prevailing security situa-

General Dhiraj Seth makes maiden
visit to J&K as COAS, calls on L-G and CM

tion in the region. The Army Chief

was accompanied by Lieutenant

General Balbir Singh, GOC

Chinar Corps. General Seth ar-

rived in J&amp;K today, marking

his first official visit to the region

since taking over the command of

the Indian Army. He met with

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah

during the initial leg of his visit.

The high-level meeting focused on

reviewing the prevailing security

landscape across the union terri-

tory. The COAS was accompanied

by high-ranking military officials,

including Lt Gen Balbir Singh,

General Officer Commanding

(GOC) of the Srinagar-based

Chinar Corps (15 Corps), and sev-

eral other senior Army command-

ers overseeing operational readi-

ness in the valley. Following his

political interactions, General

Seth is scheduled to proceed to

forward deployments along the

Line of Control (LoC) and

counter-insurgency grids. This

tour holds immense significance

as it allows the new Army Chief

to directly assess border security

strategies and evaluate active

counter-terror frameworks under

his newly introduced operational

doctrine, "VIJAY".

General Seth is a four-star general

officer in the Indian Army, the

highest active rank in the Indian

Army. He is the current and 31st

Chief of the Army Staff. He

previously served as the

49th Vice Chief of the

Army Staff.  He earlier

served as the General Of-

ficer Commanding-in-

Chief of the Southern and

South Western Commands.

Gandhinagar, Oct 30 : Prashant

Singh's appointment as Regional

Director of the Sports Authority

of India's (SAI) Regional Centre

in Gandhinagar will place the fo-

cus on strengthening the sporting

pipeline across Gujarat and

Rajasthan, from grassroots talent

identification to high-performance

and podium-level preparation.

Prashant Singh appointed SAI
Regional Director for Gujarat, Rajasthan
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Jaipur, Oct 30 : Rain triggered by Cyclone ‘Arnab’, which

formed over the Bay of Bengal, has affected Jaipur, Dholpur,

Dausa, Tonk and Alwar in Rajasthan, bringing temperatures

down by up to 3 degrees Celsius.  The met department has

sounded yellow and orange alerts in different districts and

warned of medium to heavy rainfall and strong winds in the

state.  Rain lashed several parts of Jaipur on Friday as

weather conditions changed. A spell of heavy rain near

Narayan Singh Circle caused inconvenience to two-wheeler

riders. The city also received light rain around 11 am, while

persistent winds added to the chill.

A rain alert remains in place for Jaipur on Friday. In Dholpur

district, the weather changed in the Bari area around noon,

with rainfall bringing down temperatures and increasing the

chill. Bandikui in Dausa district received heavy rain be-

tween 8 am and 8.30 am on Thursday.

Temperatures subsequently dropped by up to 3 degrees Cel-

sius. The Meteorological Department has also forecast the

possibility of rain on Friday. Behror in Kotputli-Behror dis-

trict witnessed intermittent rain from around 10 am on Thurs-

day, resulting in a drop in temperatures. The Meteorologi-

cal Department has issued a yellow alert for heavy rain on

Friday. In Karauli district, intermittent rain continued

through Thursday following a change in weather conditions

in the morning.  Temperatures fell by up to 2 degrees Cel-

sius. Cloudy skies and rain are likely to continue over the

next one to two days. Alwar city received light rain around

5 am on Thursday, followed by another spell at approxi-

mately 8.30 am. The rainfall and accompanying winds have

brought a noticeable chill to the area.

According to Radheshyam Sharma, "Cloudy conditions are

expected to continue through the night and persist on Fri-

day." The change in weather has brought a noticeable chill

across Rajasthan.  On Wednesday, Barmer was the only place

in the state to record a maximum temperature above 35 de-

grees Celsius, while nighttime temperatures

dropped by as much as 10 degrees in some

areas. According to the Meteorological De-

partment, the impact of Cyclone ‘Arnab’

could continue across Rajasthan for three

days. The system is expected to have its

strongest influence on Thursday and Fri-

day, with conditions likely to begin improv-

ing from October 31. Rain accompanied by

strong winds is possible over the next three

days.  On Wednesday, Sirohi recorded the

lowest maximum temperature in the state

at 29.4 degrees Celsius, while Barmer re-

mained the hottest location, with the mer-

cury reaching 36.3 degrees Celsius. Sikar

recorded its coldest night of the season,

with the minimum temperature falling to

10 degrees Celsius. The Meteorological

Department has indicated that temperatures

could drop further as rainfall and cloudy

conditions continue.  With rain, strong

winds and extensive cloud cover expected

to persist, residents across several districts

may experience cooler conditions over the

coming days. For women observing Karwa

Chauth, however, the dense cloud cover

could make the wait for the moon particu-

larly challenging this evening.

internal fighting within the UDP,"

he said.   Responding to questions

on whether a possible movement

of UDP MLAs towards the BJP

could impact the NPP-led govern-

ment, Tynsong said the ruling

party's numbers were strong

enough to ensure stability.

"Our strength alone is 33. We

need 30-31 to form the gov-

ernment, so we have already

crossed that mark," he added.

The NPP leader also made it

clear that his party would not

interfere in the internal affairs

of the UDP or other political

parties.

"We have nothing to say or

comment on this as it is their

internal and personal under-

standing," Tynsong said.
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Mexico City, Oct 30 :  Mexi-

can President Claudia

Sheinbaum vowed to defend

the country's sovereignty, dig-

nity and independence. "In

Mexico, we want coopera-

tion, dialogue and under-

Mexican President vows to defend
nation's sovereignty, dignity, independence

standing with all nations, but co-

operation does not mean submis-

sion, friendship does not mean re-

nouncing our principles,"

Sheinbaum said during her second

State of the Union Address held

at the National Palace.

Jerusalem, Oct 30 : The next

round of talks between Israel

and Lebanon is expected to take

place in Rome, Italy, next week,

Israeli Foreign Minister Gideon

Sa'ar said on Friday.

The meeting will mark the sixth

round of negotiations between

the two countries, following

five ambassador-level talks held

in Washington since April.

Sa'ar did not specify the exact

date. Several Israeli media out-

lets quoted Israel's ambassador

Israeli FM says next round
of talks with Lebanon to be held in Rome

to the United States, Yechiel

Leiter, as saying that the talks

are expected to begin next Fri-

day in Rome, Xinhua news

agency reported.

Speaking at a meeting in

Jerusalem alongside his Ger-

man counterpart Johann

Wadephul, Sa'ar said Israel

seeks peace with its

neighbours, but any agreement

must be based on "security."

The previous round, held in

late June.

California Governor appoints
Indian American to Structural Pest Control Board

Vilnius, Oct 30 : Lithuanian For-

eign Minister Gabrielius

Landsbergis announced on Friday

that he is stepping down as chair-

man of the ruling Homeland

Union-Lithuanian Christian Demo-

crats (TS-LKD).

Lithuanian Foreign Minister
quits as chairman of ruling party

Washington, Oct 30 : Califor-

nia Governor Gavin Newsom

announced a series of appoint-

ments across state agencies,

including the appointment of

Indian American business ex-

ecutive Yogesh “Yogi” Chugh

to the Structural Pest Control

Board, according to an official

statement.

Intercommunal violence in
southern Ethiopia displaces thousands: UN
United Nations, Oct 30 : UN

humanitarians have voiced

deep concern about the inter-

communal violence in the

Ethiopian town of Moyale on

the border with Kenya that has

displaced thousands of people.

Casualties have been reported,

along with disruptions to trans-

port, markets and cross-border

trade, limiting access to essen-

tial goods and services, said

the UN Office for the Coordi-

nation of Humanitarian Affairs

(OCHA) on Wednesday (local

time).

On the Ethiopian side, the vio-

lence that erupted on October 18

has reportedly displaced thou-

sands of people in Oromia and

Somali regions. This is in addition

to the thousands of people who

have reportedly crossed into

Kenya, reports Xinhua news

agency, quoting OCHA.

Local authorities in Kenya esti-

mate that up to 50,000 people have

crossed into the country since

Thursday, amid reports of further

crossings, it said.

Many of those fleeing are women

and children. While some are stay-

ing with relatives and host com-

munities, others have sought shel-

ter in temporary locations, such as

schools and churches. Food re-

mains the most urgent need, along-

side safe drinking water, emer-

gency shelter, sanitation and

health care, said the office.

"Continued insecurity has forced

several partners to suspend activi-

ties," OCHA said. "The UN and

its partners are preparing a joint

assessment mission to areas af-

fected by the violence as soon as

security conditions permit."

It is critical to ensure the safety of

the population, as well as safe,

sustained and unimpeded humani-

tarian access to all people in need,

said the office. The UN Refugee

Agency (UNHCR) has deployed

an emergency team to Moyale

and is working closely with the

Kenyan government, UN agen-

cies, the Kenya Red Cross So-

ciety and other humanitarian

partners to support the national

and local response, said OCHA.

The Kenya Red Cross Society is

operating six health

service points,

screening for malnu-

trition and distribut-

ing relief items. Local

communities have

shared food and wa-

ter,  though their

stocks are limited,

said OCHA.

Washington, Oct 30 : A Repub-

lican senator has urged the US

Commerce Department to tighten

patent protections against what he

described as Chinese companies

using artificial intelligence to

mine American patent applica-

tions, warning that the practice

threatens US innovation, weakens

pharmaceutical research and de-

velopment, and could deepen

America's dependence on China's

biotechnology sector.  Sen. Jim

Banks of Indiana, in a letter to

Commerce Secretary Howard

Lutnick, called on the US Patent

and Trademark Office (USPTO) to

continue reforms aimed at protect-

ing American inventions from

what he termed "AI-enabled du-

plication". The letter argues that

Chinese firms are increasingly us-

ing AI to analyse US biotechnology

patent applications.

US Senator urges tougher
patent safeguards

against Chinese AI mining

Tokyo, Oct 30 : Tibetans living in Japan

held a protest outside the Chinese Embassy

in Tokyo, slamming Beijing's latest Eth-

nic Unity and Progress Promotion Law

while calling for unity to protect the Ti-

betan language and culture.

Speaking at the rally, Tibetan community

in Japan's former representative, Kalden

Obara voiced concern over the new law,

stressing that the new legislation could

result in restrictions on "the Tibetan lan-

guage, culture, religion, and our identity

as Tibetans," a report in 'Japan Forward'

detailed.

"If our culture and language disappear, it

means the Tibetan nation disappears. That

must never happen. China invaded Tibet

and is trying to erase the Tibetan nation

completely from the world. But we Tibet-

ans will never give up," the report quoted

Kalden Obara as saying.

China's Ethnic Unity and Progress Promo-

tion Law, that came into effect on July 1,

enforces penalties for acts deemed to

threaten the "unity of the Chinese nation"

Tibetans in Japan hold protest against
China's Ethnic Unity and Progress Promotion Law

and calls for the com-

prehensive promotion

of Standard Chinese

(Mandarin). Critics

have said that the new

law will further inten-

sify assimilation poli-

cies in regions such as

the Tibet Autonomous

Region, as per the re-

port.

During the protest, the

participants offered

prayers in the memory

of Tibetan activist who

died after setting him-

self on fire in the US

while protesting

against the law. The ac-

tivist who set himself

on fire was identified

as Lobga Rangzen

(42), who reportedly

fled to the US as a refu-

gee about 20 years ago.

Australian govt strikes deal
to continue subsidising
only domestic oil refineries

Canberra, Oct 30 : The Australian

government has struck a deal to con-

tinue subsidising the country's two

remaining oil refineries, Energy

Minister Chris Bowen announced on

Friday.

Bowen said that the government and

the operators of the two refineries

have reached an agreement to amend

the fuel security services payment,

under which the government pays

the refineries when oil prices do not

cover operating costs.

Viva Energy's refinery southwest of

Melbourne in the city of Geelong

and Ampol's refinery in Brisbane

produced about 20 percent of

Australia's petrol, diesel and jet fuel

needs in 2025.

Bowen said that the payment cap

will remain at 1.8 cents per liter un-

der the amendment, but the trigger

mechanism will be adjusted to make

payments kick in at a lower price

threshold.

India dismisses UN rapporteur’s report
on Waqf law as false, displaying ‘hostility’
United Nations, Oct 30 : India has dis-

missed a report by the expert on mi-

nority issues as “factually incorrect”

and displaying “hostility” to the coun-

try. Gaurav Kumar Thakur, a counsel-

lor at India’s UN Mission in Geneva,

said India rejects the assertions of

Nicolas Levrat, the special rapporteur

on minority issues, about the Waqf

Amendment Act 2025.

His assertions are “factually incorrect

and based on a poor grasp of its back-

ground and history”, Thakur said on

Friday at a session of the Human Rights

Council on Friday in Geneva.

“The tone and content of his comments

reflect a clear perceived hostility to-

wards India”, Thakur added.

The Council’s special rapporteurs are

so-called independent experts who re-

port on issues assigned to them in their

personal capacities, even though they

carry the appearance of having the

Council’s imprimatur and don’t neces-

sarily reflect its view.

“The tone and content” of comments

by Levrat, a University of Geneva pro-

fessor of European and International

Law, “reflect a clear perceived hostil-

ity towards India”, Thakur said.

Seoul, Oct 30 :  South Korea's Inte-

rior Ministry said Friday it has be-

gun gradually resuming operations

of the administrative computer net-

work after a fire caused by a battery

explosion crippled the system, al-

though a full restoration is widely

anticipated to take around two

weeks. The fire broke out at the Na-

tional Information Resources Ser-

vice in the central city of Daejeon

on Friday after a lithium-ion battery

exploded in a computer room on the

fifth floor.

South Korea: Normalisation
of state computer network expected
to take 2 weeks following fire
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4th T20I: Arshdeep Singh
becomes first Indian
to complete 150 T20I wickets

I
ndia fast bowler Arshdeep Singh

etched his name into the history

books as he completed 150 wick-

ets in T20I cricket during the fourth

match against New Zealand at Eden

Park here on Friday to become the

first Indian to achieve the feat.

Arshdeep achieved the milestone

when he dismissed New Zealand cap-

tain Mitchell Santner in the 19th over

of the first innings. He bowled one

fuller outside off as the Blackcaps

skipper smashed one straight to

sweeper cover to fall for just five.

With this, Arshdeep also became only

the ninth player overall to get to 150

wickets in the shortest international

format. Arshdeep has become the

quickest bowler to achieve the feat in

terms of days from debut. Having

made his T20I debut in November

2022, Arshdeep completed 150 T20I

wickets in just 1577 days from his

debut, as per Cricbuzz.

The record for the previous fastest

player to reach 150 wickets after de-

but was Sri Lanka's Wanindu

Hasaranga, who completed his 150

wickets in 2325 days from debut.

The Indian left-arm seamer is also the

third-fastest bowler and quickest

pacer to complete 150 wickets in

terms of balls bowled. Arshdeep

achieved the milestone in 2143 balls,

only behind Hasaranga (2035 balls).

Delhi HC directs WFI to decide
Vinesh Phogat's show-cause notices within two weeks
New Delhi, Oct 30 : The Delhi High Court

has directed the Wrestling Federation of

India (WFI) to take a decision, within two

weeks, on the show-cause notices issued to

wrestler Vinesh Phogat, observing that the

uncertainty surrounding the disciplinary pro-

ceedings could affect the three-time

Olympian’s preparations and performance

in upcoming competitions. A single-judge

Bench of Justice Amit Mahajan, while hear-

ing Phogat’s plea challenging the show-

cause notices issued on May 9 and June 17,

observed that a sportsperson needed to be

in a fit and relaxed state of mind to partici-

pate in competitive events and directed the

WFI to conclude the proceedings within the

stipulated period.

"The predicament expressed by the peti-

tioner appears to be genuine. A sportsperson

has to be in a fit and relaxed state of mind to

participate in any competitive event of such

nature as indicated so that their performance

is not compromised in any way," Justice

Mahajan said.  The High Court

further directed that if the WFI

takes a decision on the show-

cause notices after two weeks,

the same will be kept in abey-

ance till the next date of hear-

ing.  During the proceedings, se-

nior advocate Rajshekhar Rao,

appearing for Phogat, submitted

that the wrestler intended to par-

ticipate in a national tournament

scheduled to be held sometime

in the middle of December and

needed adequate time to prepare

for the competition. He argued

that the two show-cause notices

had been kept pending like a

"hanging sword" over the wres-

tler, creating uncertainty over

the disciplinary action that

could potentially affect her

participation in future tourna-

ments.

Dakar Rally 2027 relocates to
Portugal and Morocco from Saudi Arabia
Paris, Oct 30 : Portugal and Morocco will

host the 2027 Dakar Rally, as the event

relocated from Saudi Arabia due to secu-

rity reasons, organisers said on Friday.

The 49th edition of the Dakar Rally, ?ini-

tially scheduled to run from January 1 to

January 15, will now ?take place from

January 9 to January 23, subject to ap-

proval by the World Motor Sport Council

(WMSC). The event will kick off the 2027

FIA and FIM World Rally-Raid Champi-

onships. This first round will consist of a

prologue followed by twelve stages, from

January 9 to 23, between Loule-Faro in

Portugal and Marrakech in Morocco.

The Algarve will host the prologue and

the first special stage. Morocco will host

eleven stages and a rest day in Agadir.

The race will stop at six different bivouacs

along the 7,824 km route, including 4,341

km of special stages. "The relocated 49th

edition of the Dakar will meet the sport-

ing standards that have always made it the

most demanding rally-raid

event. Despite the short

timeframe we have had to work

with, we have designed a true

Dakar," said Race Director

David Castera.

The competition will begin in

Portugal on January 9 with the

prologue, followed by the first

special stage the next day. The

leg will continue with a trans-

fer to the ferry terminal for

Nador, Morocco. The Mediter-

ranean crossing will take place

overnight. Upon arrival on the

African continent on January

11, the competitors will trans-

fer to the first Moroccan biv-

ouac in Bouarfa. From the Ori-

ental region, in northeastern

Morocco, the race will initially

descend along the Atlas Moun-

tains via Zagora.

4th T20: Duffy shines
as New Zealand defeats India

Auckland, Oct 30 : New Zealand gave In-

dia a taste of their own medicine as Glenn

Phillips' century and Jacob Duffy's four-

wicket haul powered New Zealand to a huge

87-run win over India in the fourth T20I at

Eden Park here on Friday. Phillips smashed

107 from 49 balls, while Michael Bracewell

hit 65 from 25 deliveries to take Kiwis to a

record 259/7, before the bowlers replied well

to restrict India to 172/9 in the chase.  This is

now the first win for New Zealand in the

ongoing T20I series, with India having al-

ready taken an unassailable lead of 3-0 as

the series now stands 3-1. The New Zealand

batters meted out a punish-

ing treatment to the Indian

bowlers. Phillips and

Bracewell put up a 115-run

stand from 40 balls for the

fifth wicket to power the

Kiwis to their highest T20I

total and the highest against

India in the format.

Duffy was the star with the

ball for New Zealand in

what was a rare blip from

the Indian batters. With a

task so steep, it was always

going to be extremely hard,

and the visitors gave it a go

but could not find the

boundaries at will.

Duffy removed opener

Sanju Samson (4) and No.3

returnee Ishan Kishan (0)

in the first over to rock the

Indian batting.

'Trying to forget it, confronting new opportunity': Fisher after Wellington bashing
Auckland, Oct 30 : New

Zealand fast bowler Matthew

Fisher opened up on the team's

atmosphere after the heavy de-

feat in the third T20I to India

and how the team approaches

the fourth clash at the Eden Park

here on Friday. The Indian bat-

ters were in butcher mode as

they hunted down 199 in

Wellington in just 13.2 overs.

Abhishek Sharma slammed 113

from 38 balls to make a mockery

of the target. Speaking ahead of

the fourth match, the speedster

stated that the team interacted

about the bashing and also spoke

to bowling coach Jacob Oram, but

the conclusion turned out to be

just forgetting the game and look-

ing forward ahead. "Well, obvi-

ously being one of the younger

guys, the older fellas kind of met

together and kind of fell through

to me to just forget it and some-

times, batters can get on heaters,

especially in T20 cricket. We went

back and talked with Jake (Jacob Oram, bowling

coach) about some plans and what we can do to com-

bat that if they keep going again.

"But yeah, I think it's just trying to forget it as quickly

as possible and just confronting the new opportu-

nity this game brings," Fisher said ahead of the fourth

match in Auckland. Fisher had joined the squad as a

bowling cover and was originally named to play the

third match only and was later drafted.

CAF confirms AFCON return to two-year cycle
October City (Egypt), Oct 30 :

The Africa Cup of Nations

(AFCON) will take place every

two years, the Confederation of

African Football (CAF) an-

nounced, reversing an earlier de-

cision of moving the competition

to a four-year cycle.

"The Confederation Africaine de

Football (CAF) Executive Com-

mittee unanimously decided that

the CAF Africa Cup of Nations

(“AFCON”) will return to taking

place every two years," CAF said

in a statement. CAF president

Patrice Motsepe announced at the

CAF Strategy Conference in Cabo

Verde, held from October 7 to 9,

that the CAF executive commit-

tee would reassess and reconsider

last year's decision to hold the

AFCON every four years. "The

decision by the CAF EXCO that

the CAF AFCON should take

place every two years was based

on advancing, protecting and

promoting the interest of Afri-

can Football and CAF’s 54

member associations, as well as

the interest of African players

employed by football clubs out-

side Africa," Motsepe said.


