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Kadapa, Oct  5: Chief Minister Chandrababu Naidu

stated that the state had suffered devastation under

the 'Axe Party's' (Goddali Party) rule and that they

had promised before the elections to rectify this dam-

age. Touring the district on Monday, the Chief Min-

ister and Deputy Chief Minister Pawan launched the

'Jal Jeevan Mission 2.0 – Amarajeevi Jaladhara'

works. Speaking on the occasion, the Chief Minister

mentioned that 'Palle Panduga 3.0' has been under-

taken with the aim of developing basic infrastructure

in villages.

He stated that the horticulture hub in Madanapalle is

set to transform the future of the Rayalaseema re-

gion. He affirmed that the government bears the re-

sponsibility of providing housing for everyone in the

state. He announced plans to enhance the skills of

every employee through the 'Karmayogi' initiative.

He also mentioned that technology would be taken

to the next level through Pan-IIT and that the Pan-IIT

Anakapalli District, Oct  5:

State Energy Minister Gottipati

Ravi Kumar inaugurated a

newly constructed electrical

substation within the Rambilli

SEZ limits on Monday. This

220/132/33 kV Gas-Insulated

Substation (GIS) was built to

No politics at the Rayalaseema

development meeting : Pawan Kalyan
AP Deputy CM Pawan Kalyan made no-

table remarks in Proddatur. He criticized

the YCP regime for failing to complete

any projects and noted that central funds

were not utilized effectively during the

previous government's tenure. He high-

lighted that the Jal Jeevan Mission

scheme has been extended under the al-

liance government.

Ready for a debate on Kadapa's development...
CM Chandrababu challenges the 'Axe Party' chief

Council would be established in

Amaravati. The Chief Minister

challenged the leader of the 'Axe

Party' to a debate on the develop-

ment of Kadapa. He pointed out

that the Uttar Pradesh government

had secured 1 lakh crore from the

Centre, while Assam—a state

smaller than Andhra Pradesh—

had received 34,000 crore. He

lashed out at the previous admin-

istration, noting that it had secured

only 2,016 crore and characteriz-

ing it as the very embodiment of

negligence. He also expressed his

desire to see the interlinking of the

Godavari and Cauvery rivers.

He stated that 2,000 TMC of wa-

ter flowed into the sea even dur-

ing times of drought. He noted that

the interlinking of rivers would

resolve irrigation water woes for

four states. Chandrababu stated

that fingers are being pointed at

the chief of the 'Axe Party' as the

ultimate beneficiary of the liquor

scam. He challenged them, asking

if they had the courage to provide

an answer. He lashed out at them

for committing crimes while

leveling allegations against

others, remarking that con-

spiracy is the very ideology of

the 'Axe Party.'

He noted that the facts regard-

ing the Viveka murder case

have come to light and asserted

that the truth would be ex-

tracted in the matter.

Union Minister Gajendra Singh

Shekhawat invited to

Vijayawada Dasara celebrations
Vijayawada, Oct 5 : Union Minister for

Tourism and Culture Gajendra Singh

Shekhawat has been invited to the grand

Dasara Navaratri celebrations and

'Vijayawada Utsav 2.0' in Vijayawada.

Satya Kumar Yadav (State Health Min-

ister and In-charge Minister for NTR

District), along with MPs Kesineni

Chinni and Harish Balayogi, met the

Union Minister to extend the invitation

for the festivities.

New power substation at
Rambilli SEZ... improved power supply to industries.

supply electricity to companies

located within the Atchutapuram

SEZ. Speaking on the occasion,

Minister Gottipati stated that the

alliance government is creating

opportunities for new industries.

They criticized the previous gov-

ernment for neglecting electricity

substations for indus-

tries.

Minister Gottipati

Ravi Kumar stated

that electricity substa-

tions, which had been

neglected under the

previous government,

have been restored following the directives

of Chief Minister Nara Chandrababu Naidu.

AP RDC Chairman Pragada Nageswara Rao,

MLA Sundarapu Vijay Kumar, and Collec-

tor Vijay

Krishnan at-

tended the

event.

India, Switzerland believe reforms in global

institutions essential for addressing challenges : PM Modi
New Delhi, Oct 5 : Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Modi said on Mon-

day that India and Switzerland

believe in democratic values, rule

of law, dialogue and diplomacy

and both nations will continue

to work together for global

peace and stability.

Addressing a joint press meet with Swiss Presi-

dent Guy Parmelin after their talks at Hyderabad

House in New Delhi on Monday, PM Modi said

India and Switzerland believe reforms in global

institutions are essential to address growing glo-

bal challenges.

"India and Switzerland both believe in democratic

values, rule of law, dialogue and diplomacy.

Market outlook: RBI policy

stance, Q2 earnings, West Asia

tensions key triggers next week
After a holiday-shortened week

which saw benchmarks slip below

a key psychological level as a

worsening global...

'Rohit will be crucial in 2027 WC': Karthik'Rohit will be crucial in 2027 WC': Karthik'Rohit will be crucial in 2027 WC': Karthik'Rohit will be crucial in 2027 WC': Karthik'Rohit will be crucial in 2027 WC': Karthik
praises ex-captain for Windies knockpraises ex-captain for Windies knockpraises ex-captain for Windies knockpraises ex-captain for Windies knockpraises ex-captain for Windies knock
Former India cricketer Dinesh

Karthik heaped praise on Rohit

Sharma for his measured knock in

the third ODI against the West

Indies in a tough situation, high-

lighting that his...

Telangana CEO warns of

legal action against fake voter form filings
Hyderabad, Oct 5  : Telangana Chief Electoral Of-

ficer (CEO) C. Sudharsan Reddy on Monday issued a

stern warning against making false declarations dur-

ing the ongoing Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of

electoral rolls, cautioning that violators face prosecu-

tion under election laws. The warning applies to fil-

ings across Forms 6, 6A, 7, and 8, with poll authorities

placing particular focus on a surge in bulk applica-

tions submitted under Form 7, which deals with ob-

jections to voter inclusions or requests for deletion.

Kavitha seeks 35% profit share,

jobs & welfare measures for singareni workers
Hyderabad, Oct 5  : Telangana

Rakshana Sena (TRS) president

Kalvakuntla Kavitha on Monday

demanded that the State govern-

ment and Singareni Collieries

Company Limited resolve the

long-pending issues of coal mine

workers, including payment of a 35 per cent

share in company profits.

Kavitha led party activists in an attempt to

lay siege to Singareni Bhavan in Hyderabad

as part of a protest demanding better wel-

fare measures and employment opportuni-

ties for workers and their dependants.

Governor to launch 35,000-sapling cashew plantation drive today
Hyderabad, Oct 5 : Governor

Shiv Pratap Shukla will visit

Medak district on Tuesday and

launch what has been described

as the first-of-its-kind initiative

in the country to plant 35,000

cashew saplings along a na-

tional highway. The plantation

drive, being taken up under the

aegis of Medak MP Madhavaneni

Raghunandan Rao, will cover the

stretch of NH-765DG between

Ramayampet and Siddipet. The

initiative seeks to make produc-

tive use of available land along the

national highway while enhancing

green cover and promoting environmental

sustainability. The Governor will formally launch

the plantation programme at 3.30 p.m. near the

Swami Vivekananda statue, close to Amogh Hotel

in Ramayampet, and participate in the programme

until 4.30 p.m. As part of his visit to Medak dis-

trict, the Governor will arrive at the Integrated Dis-

trict Offices Complex (IDOC) at 2.30 p.m.

Komatireddy seeks Centre’s

nod, funds for key Telangana road projects
Roads and Buildings Minister

Komatireddy Venkat Reddy met

Union Minister for Road Trans-

port and Highways Nitin Gadkari

on Monday to seek immediate

Central clearance....
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New Delhi, Oct 5 : Delhi Police

on Monday responded with speed

and sensitivity to a complaint

lodged by female students regard-

ing unwanted approaches by a

man in the Delhi University North

Campus area, reinforcing the

force’s commitment to ensuring a

safe environment for students.

According to an official update

shared by Delhi Police, the stu-

dents reported that a man had been

making unwanted approaches to-

wards them in the north campus

vicinity. The complainants

promptly shared photographs and

videos of the individual with the

police, providing crucial visual

evidence that enabled officers to

act without delay. Using the ma-

terial provided by the students,

Delhi Police personnel traced the

man quickly. When confronted,

the individual expressed clear re-

morse for his actions and

apologised to the students. The

entire process—from the receipt

of the complaint to the identifica-

tion and intervention—was com-

pleted in a short span of time, re-

flecting the priority given to such

cases involving women’s safety on

and around university campuses.

Delhi Police acts swiftly

on complaint of unwanted

approaches in DU north campus

Aizawl, Oct 5 : The Counter Insur-

gency and Jungle Warfare School

(CIJWS) at Vairengte in Mizoram

conducted an intensive training

programme for 83 NCC cadets, pro-

viding the young boys and girls an

opportunity to undergo training in the

professional environment of one of

the Indian Army’s premier training

institutions, officials said on Monday.

The CIJWS is an elite Indian Army

training and research establishment

specialising in counter-insurgency and

counter-terrorism operations. It is re-

garded as one of the world’s premier

institutions for such training, with

military personnel from several coun-

tries undergoing specialised counter-

insurgency and counter-terrorism

training at the school.

A defence spokesman said that the

two-week programme (September 21

to October 4) was conceived to take

the cadets beyond routine NCC train-

ing and expose them to the discipline,

physical standards, field skills and

team spirit of military life.

The cadets underwent drill, physical

training, firing, map reading,

fieldcraft, survival training, first aid

and team-building activities, while

also receiving an introduction to

jungle warfare, weapons, equipment

and night-vision devices.

Army’s elite Counter Insurgency and

Jungle Warfare School conducts

training for NCC cadets in MizoramAmaravati, Oct 5 : A politi-

cal row broke out between

Congress and NDA on Monday

after a clip of brief interruption

to the Union Finance Minister

Nirmala Sitharaman's speech at

Madanapalle on October 2 and

Andhra Pradesh Chief Minis-

ter N. Chandrababu Naidu's in-

tervention to calm the crowd

went viral on social media.

A user on social media plat-

form X posted the clip of 30-

second interruption to Finance

Minister Sitharaman's speech

with the claim that the crowd

Congress-NDA row over video clip of interruption

to FM Sitharaman's speech in Andhra Pradesh
was demanding jobs and Congress

leader Jairam Ramesh reposted

the same with his remark that it

reflects the public anger.

Nirmala Sitharaman,

Chandrababu Naidu and other

Telugu Desam Party (TDP) lead-

ers were quick to counter Jairam

Ramesh and claimed that it was

the "overwhelming and enthusias-

tic response" of the party work-

ers.

The Union Finance Minister was

speaking at the launch of the Glo-

bal Horticulture Hub at

Madanapalle in Annamayya dis-

trict when a section of the audience began shouting.

Speaking in Telugu, Sitharaman appealed to them to

listen her for a minute.

When the crowd continued shouting, she stepped aside.

At this stage, CM Chandrababu Naidu took the mike

and told the crowd that Sitharaman's message at

programme that would change Rayalaseema farmers'

lives was important.

Surat, Oct 5 : A 47-year-old woman with

around one million Instagram followers

has been arrested by the Surat Cyber

Crime Branch for allegedly posting a

video in which the photograph of Ma-

hatma Gandhi on a Rs 500 currency note

was depicted in an obscene manner and

linked to sexually suggestive statements

and gestures, police said on Monday.  The

accused, identified as Simran Patel, a

homemaker residing at Surti Icon in

Adajan area of Surat in Gujarat.

Gujarat woman with 1 million

Instagram followers held

over objectionable Gandhi reel

New Delhi, Oct 5: Aam Aadmi

Party (AAP) Delhi unit chief

Saurabh Bharadwaj has

sounded an alert within the

party, claiming that “something

big” is being planned by the

Central government.

Bharadwaj has consequently

called an emergency meeting

of key party office-bearers at

the AAP office.  In a post

shared on X, Bharadwaj in-

structed all district presidents,

Vidhan Sabha presidents and

ward observers to attend the

AAP Delhi chief Saurabh Bharadwaj calls emergency

meeting, says ‘something big’ being planned by Centre
meeting at 12 noon. His message, which

was brief but pointed, did not provide

details about the nature of the alleged

government plan or the information on

which the warning was based. The an-

nouncement has sparked speculation

within political circles in Delhi, particu-

larly because the meeting has been de-

scribed as an “Emergency Meeting.” The

mobilisation of senior organisational

functionaries from across districts, As-

sembly constituencies and wards indi-

cates that the party leadership wants to

discuss the matter urgently and coordi-

nate its response at the grassroots level.

Ahmedabad, Oct 5 : Gujarat Police's

State Monitoring Cell (SMC) seized In-

dian Made Foreign Liquor (IMFL) val-

ued at more than Rs two crore in four

raids conducted in Valsad, Ahmedabad

Rural, Bharuch and Jamnagar districts,

with 36,330 bottles and several vehicles

and mobile phones among the seized

items.

Four raids, liquor seized worth over

Rs two crore in Gujarat; 5 arrested, 21 wanted

UP CM urges teachers to stand up
against forces attempting to 'divide India'
Lucknow, Oct 5 : Uttar

Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath on Monday urged

teachers to take over the re-

sponsibility of standing up

against those forces who are

"attempting to divide the so-

ciety" and "jeopardise" the

nation's independence.

The Chief Minister made the

remarks while addressing the

'Prantiya Shikshak Garima

Sammelan', organised as part

of centenary celebrations of

the 'Akhil Vishva Gayatri

Parivar', at Dr. Ram Manohar

Lohia National Law Univer-

sity in Lucknow.

The event commenced with

the chanting of the 'Gayatri

Mantra', and CM Adityanath

inaugurated the workshop by

lighting a ceremonial lamp.

Paying tribute to Pandit Shriram

Sharma and Mata Bhagwati Devi,

the founders of the Gayatri

Pariwar, the UP CM said that the

organization had set an "ideal ex-

ample of social unity" by bring-

ing people together.

He noted that the Gita Press was

established in 1923, the Rashtriya

Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) in

1925, and the 'Akhil Vishva

Gayatri Parivar' in 1926. "Al-

though their paths differed, all

three worked towards awakening

public consciousness and connect-

ing society with 'Sanatan' values

and the essence of 'Bharatiyata'

(Indianness)," he said.

CM Adityanath stated that Pt.

Shriram Sharma Acharya is "one

of those great souls who con-

nected religion with science".

Emphasising on the importance of

'Gayatri mantra', he said: "If

Pandit Shriram Sharma wanted he

could have kept a different name

for the organisation, but he chose

not to name it after an individual.

Organisations named after a per-

son often collapse, whereas when

named after an ideology, it en-

dures a long journey. The 100-

years-long dedicated service (of

the Gayatri Parivar) is a proof of

this."

The Chief Minister said that it is

important to connect the thought

of 'Vasudev Kutumbakam' with

today's time.

Describing teachers as the con-

science of society and the archi-

tects of the era, the Chief Minis-

ter stated that if teachers remain

vigilant and discharge their duties

with integrity, it will not take long

for India to become a 'Vishwa

Guru' (world leader). "India's

'Acharya' and 'Gurukul' traditions

gave rise to universities like

Takshashila and Nalanda. It was

this very tradition that produced

the likes of Chanakya and

Chandragupta, Maharshi

Vashishtha and Shri Ram, and

Maharshi Sandipani, Lord

Krishna and Sudama," he said

while urging for the revival of the

tradition.

Noting the participation of over 11

lakh students in the 'Bharatiya

Bhubaneswar, Oct 5 : A

28-year-old history-sheeter

was killed by his friend by

slitting his throat following

a quarrel allegedly over ex-

tortion and other issues at

Nimakhandi village on the

outskirts of Brahmapur in

Odisha's Ganjam district

during early morning hours

on Monday.The deceased

was identified as Tuna

Nayak, while the accused,

Raghav Sahu (28), a resi-

dent of the same village, has

been arrested by police.

History-sheeter stabbed

to death by friend after

quarrel in Odisha's Ganjam

Sanskriti Gyan Pariksha', he

said, "By providing the

younger generation with

proper guidance and making

them competitive, today's

youth will become the archi-

tects of India's destiny."

Questioning what kind of In-

dia do the citizens aspire to

see, CM Adityanath asked,

"Do you wish to see an India

which is fragmented, divided

on the basis of caste? Because

if we wish to see this kind of

a country, it would be disre-

spect to our ancestors."

"Prime Minister Narendra

Modi has always advocated

about 'Ek Bharat Shresth

Bharat', we all have to work

together for achieving that

India," he said while adding

that "certain divisive forces"

were opposed to India's in-

dependence during its free-

dom struggle and were in-

dulged in the "sin" of divid-

ing the society.

Left-backed protesters

disrupting city's law and order: Delhi BJP
New Delhi, Oct 5 : Delhi BJP spokesper-

son Praveen Shankar Kapoor said on Mon-

day that it is extremely unfortunate that a

handful of people associated with the

Communist ideology are bent upon vitiat-

ing the national capital's political atmo-

sphere and disrupting law and order.

Kapoor, in a statement, said that the faces

seen hovering around Jantar Mantar two

or three times a day on Sunday are the

same as the once seen during the Cock-

roach Janta Party (CJP) movement in July.

He said that the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)

and its Communist allies are failing to

even mobilise 50 people from Delhi.

"Even among those who turn up, videos

seen on Saturday revealed that

either one or two buses are be-

ing brought in daily from

Punjab, or students from JNU

associated with Communist

ideology are participating and

raising objectionable.

DRI seizes 15.59 kg amphetamine, cocaine and heroin in 3 operations; 5 held
New Delhi, Oct 5 : The Direc-

torate of Revenue Intelligence

(DRI) has seized cumulative

quantity of 15.59 kg dangerous

contraband drugs, amphetamine,

cocaine and heroin, in three

separate intelligence-led opera-

tions, the Finance Ministry said

on Monday.  Five persons have

been arrested under the provi-

sions of the NDPS Act, 1985.

The DRI, along with the Central Bureau

of Narcotics (CBN), intercepted a

Mahindra Thar suspected to be carrying

Amphetamine at the Ujjain–Dewas Toll

Plaza in Madhya Pradesh.
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Rajanna Sircilla

(Vemulawada), Oct 5 : District

Collector Garima Agrawal in-

spected the state-level boys’ and

girls’ Kabaddi competitions—

organized by the District

Kabaddi Association with the

support of Government Whip

and Vemulawada MLA Adi

Srinivas—at the Vemulawada

District Collector Inspects
State-Level Kabaddi Competitions in Vemulawada

Junior College grounds on Monday morning.

During the inspection, she was accompanied

by MLA Adi Srinivas and interacted with the

participating athletes. The Collector inquired

about the organization of the event and the par-

ticipation of the players.

Municipal Vice-Chairman Narala Shekhar,

Vemulawada RDO K.S.B. Kumari, and

Tahsildar Jayanth, among others, participated

in the inspection.

Rajanna Sircilla, Oct 5 : The birth anni-

versary celebrations of former Union Min-

ister Gaddam Venkataswamy were held

grandly on Monday at the District Inte-

grated Offices Complex, organized by the

District Youth and Sports Department. Dis-

trict Collector Garima Agarwal, Additional

Collector Gaddam Nagesh, and District

Revenue Officer Jayashree attended the

event and inaugurated it by lighting the

ceremonial lamp. Subsequently, they gar-

landed the portrait of Gaddam

Venkataswamy and paid their respects.

Grand Celebrations of

Gaddam Venkataswamy’s Birth Anniversary

District Collector Garima

Agarwal Pays Tributes

CS reviews preparations
for Invest Telangana Global Summit

Hyderabad, Oct 5 : Chief Secretary Sanjay Jaju

on Monday reviewed preparations for the Invest

Telangana Global Summit, scheduled to be held

from December 7 to 9, at a high-level meeting with

senior officials at the Secretariat.

Sanjay Jaju took stock of the arrangements being

made by various departments for the successful

conduct of the global investment summit and re-

viewed the progress achieved so far.

He directed the officials to complete all arrange-

ments within the approved timelines.

The Chief Secretary emphasised the need to en-

sure strong participation from leading companies

operating in Telangana. He directed the officials

to ensure that all prominent companies with a pres-

ence in the State are appropriately

represented on the summit's Ad-

visory Board or Executive Coun-

cil.

Sanjay Jaju also instructed offi-

cials to focus on inviting the glo-

bal heads of leading multinational

companies to the summit. He

called for a multipronged and tar-

geted outreach strategy to engage

global corporate leaders and en-

courage their participation in the

event. As part of the international

outreach programme, the Chief

Secretary directed officials to

organise roadshows in major

foreign countries during the

current month. The roadshows

will showcase Telangana's in-

vestment potential, business-

friendly ecosystem, sectoral

strengths and investment op-

portunities to global investors

and corporate leaders.

He also directed officials to

organise a roadshow in New

Delhi during the last week of

October as part of the investor

mobilisation and outreach

programme.

Komatireddy seeks Centre’s

nod, funds for key Telangana road projects
Hyderabad, Oct 5 : Roads and Buildings

Minister Komatireddy Venkat Reddy met

Union Minister for Road Transport and

Highways Nitin Gadkari on Monday to seek

immediate Central clearance, financial as-

sistance, and sanction for several high-pri-

ority road, bridge, and ropeway projects

across the State. The bilateral meeting took

place on the sidelines of the two-day Chintan

Shivir-2026, jointly inaugurated by both

leaders at the Statue of Unity complex in

Ekta Nagar, Narmada district, Gujarat.

Highlighting the vision of Chief Minister A.

Revanth Reddy, Komatireddy Venkat Reddy

emphasised that road infrastructure and in-

ter-state connectivity remain top priorities

for the Telangana government. Expressing

gratitude for existing Central support under

the Setu Bandhan and Central Road Infra-

structure Fund (CRIF) schemes.

Cong 'cannot digest'
ECI's Global reputation, says T-BJP Chief
Hyderabad, Oct 5  : Telangana BJP

president N Ramchander Rao on Mon-

day accused the Congress of attempting

to tarnish the image of the Election Com-

mission of India (ECI) and undermine

the country’s democratic institutions for

political gain.

Addressing a meeting of BJP state of-

fice-bearers at the party headquarters

here, Rao said the Congress was unable

to accept India’s electoral system even

as the country’s democratic process had

earned global recognition.

He accused Congress leaders of adopt-

ing “double standards” by praising Elec-

tronic Voting Machines and the Election

Commission when they win elections

and questioning them when they lose.

Rao also hit out at Congress president

Mallikarjun Kharge, alleging that the

party was unwilling to accept a leader

from an ordinary background becoming

Prime Minister. On the

voter-list revision pro-

cess, Rao alleged that il-

legal immigrants had en-

tered electoral rolls

through fraudulent docu-

mentation in the past. He

defended the ongoing

verification exercise, as-

serting that only Indian

citizens above 18 years

of age, irrespective of

religion, were entitled to

vote.

The BJP leader also tar-

geted the Telangana gov-

ernment over the non-

implementation of sev-

eral election promises,

including the Six Guar-

antees, fee reimburse-

ment, Rythu Bharosa.
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Chandigarh, Oct 5 : Leader of

Opposition Partap Singh Bajwa

on Monday slammed the Aam

Aadmi Party government in

Punjab over its much-publicised

claims of ‘Sikhya Kranti’, say-

ing its government legislator has

publicly exposed serious gaps in

the education system.

Bajwa said Chief Minister

Bhagwant Mann’s repeated

claims of transforming the state’s

government schools stand

sharply contradicted by the con-

cerns raised by legislator

Sukhveer Singh Maiserkhana,

who went public with complaints

about teacher shortages and the

functioning of government

schools in his constituency.

“Bhagwant Mann can continue

to repeat the slogan of ‘Sikhya

S
pecial prayers were offered at the BAPS Hindu

Mandir in Abu Dhabi for the early recovery of

flydubai pilot Captain Smit Machchhar even

as the Indian Embassy confirmed on Sunday that he

is recovering well. "Swamis and devotees at the BAPS

Hindu Mandir in Abu Dhabi came together in prayer

for Captain Smit Machchhar, honouring his remark-

able courage and bravery," the Bochasanwasi Akshar

Purushottam Swaminarayan Sanstha (BAPS) said in

a message on social media platform X.

Indian Ambassador to UAE, Deepak Mittal, shared

the BAPS message and took to his official X account

and said, "Prayers continue to flow in for good health

of Captain Smit. He is recovering well and in good

spirits. Embassy remains in touch with the local au-

thorities and the family and extending all possible

assistance." The BAPS Mandir is the first Hindu

temple built in the Gulf nation. Since its inaugura-

tion in February 2024, the temple has seen momen-

tous gatherings of devotees and has recorded an as-

tonishing 2.2 million visitors in its first year.

On Saturday, Hamdan bin Mohammed, Crown Prince

of Dubai and the Deputy Prime Minister of the United

Arab Emirates (UAE), visited Machchhar, in hospi-

tal and praised his courage. "During a visit to Cap-

tain Smit Machchhar... the flydubai pilot who em-

bodied the highest degrees of courage, responsibil-

ity, and care for human life. From us, and from the

leadership of the nation, he has our full appreciation

and praise. We are proud that he is part of our team...

part of the story of our nation... and part of what the

UAE stands for... a nation of compassion... a nation

of peace... and a nation of life," Hamdan bin

Mohammed, who is also UAE's Minister of Defence

and Chairman of The Executive Council of Dubai,

said on X after the meeting. Earlier, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi spoke with Captain Machchhar over

a video call, praising his courage, presence of mind

and composure during the mid-air incident in which

he helped save the lives of over 170 passengers and

crew members. During the conversation, PM Modi

said the country could proudly say that Indians are

not those who take lives, but those who are willing to

risk their own lives to save others. PM Modi began

the conversation by asking about Captain

Machchhar's health and said the entire country was

praying for his speedy recovery. "The whole country

is praying for you. 'Maha Mrityunjaya Jaap' is being

performed for you and your health. Your courage,

presence of mind and composure saved many lives.

The country can proudly say that Indians are not those

who take lives, but those who are willing to risk their

lives to save others," PM Modi said. Reacting to PM

Modi's remark, Captain Machchhar nodded and re-

sponded, "Yes, sir." The Indian-origin flydubai pilot

was injured while preventing a mid-air attack on Sep-

tember 30 on a flight from Dubai to Israel.

Abu Dhabi's BAPS Hindu Mandir

organises special prayers for injured pilot Machchhar

Congress slams Punjab
govt over ‘Sikhya Kranti’ claims

Kranti’, but the reality inside

Punjab’s government schools is

increasingly difficult to hide.

When a sitting AAP MLA goes

public, says his own children

study in a government school and

raises concerns about a shortage

of teachers affecting students, it

exposes the widening gap between

AAP’s publicity and the reality on

the ground,” Bajwa said in a state-

ment. Maiserkhana has publicly

stated that his children study in a

government school and raised

concerns about inadequate teach-

ing staff, including at the School

of Eminence attended by his son.

He has also said he raised the is-

sue with senior AAP leaders and

the government but claimed his

concerns were not addressed.

Bajwa said his assertions raised

fundamental questions about the

AAP government’s claims of

‘Sikhya Kranti’. “If an elected

MLA has to publicly raise the ba-

sic issue of having enough teach-

ers in classrooms, what exactly is

this ‘Sikhya Kranti’ that the Mann

government keeps advertising?

Education cannot be transformed

through slogans, branding and

publicity. It requires teachers in

classrooms, functioning schools

and accountability to parents and

students,” Bajwa said. He also

questioned the action taken

against Maiserkhana. The AAP

Punjab unit suspended the MLA

from the party’s primary member-

ship, citing “anti-party activities

and indiscipline”, after his public

criticism of the government. “The

AAP leadership has chosen to act

against the messenger instead of

addressing the message. A short-

age of teachers is a governance is-

sue, not an anti-party activity. If

an elected representative raises

concerns about the education of

children in his constituency, the

government should listen, inves-

tigate and fix the problem, not si-

lence him,” Bajwa said.

He said the episode further ex-

posed what he described as AAP’s

intolerance towards internal criti-

cism. “In a democracy, an MLA

raising questions about the func-

tioning of his own government

should be seen as accountability,

not indiscipline.

Kolkata, Oct 5: The West Ben-

gal Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

said on Monday that the response

from the people towards the state

government's financial assis-

tance scheme for women

'Annapurna Yojana' has been ex-

traordinary within five months

since the launch of the scheme.

The BJP said in a statement that

from towns to the remotest cor-

ners of villages; mothers, daugh-

ters and sisters have embraced

the initiative with immense af-

fection.  "Today, October 4,

women across West Bengal gath-

ered at Seva Setu camps to ex-

press their gratitude and shower

their blessings on the BJP Gov-

ernment for implementing the

Annapurna Yojana. Their bless-

People's response towards state's
'Annapurna Yojana' has been extraordinary: Bengal BJP

ings, their faith and their stories

of hope remain the most cherished

reward for our (BJP) Government.

This journey is not of pride, but

of profound humility and grati-

tude," the party said. According to

the BJP, the women of Bengal

have entrusted the state govern-

ment with the privilege of serving

them and that trust carries a re-

sponsibility far greater than any

number or milestone can convey.

"Today, more than 1.6 crore

women stand empowered through

this initiative. Yet this is only the

beginning. Women whose verifi-

cation is presently underway will

soon join this growing fraternity

of beneficiaries, while fresh reg-

istrations opening shortly. Women

can also choose between Widow

Pension and Annapurna Yojana,

placing the power of choice in

their own hands," the BJP said.

The BJP in a statement added,

"This endeavour draws strength

from our Prime Minister Nare

ndra Modiji's larger vision of mak-

ing a 'Viksit Bharat by 2047',

where women are the most pow-

erful architects and fearless front-

runners in the nation's progress."

The party also said, "Our Govern-

ment believes that when the

women of West Bengal are em-

powered, the entire state rises with

them. When a woman stands on

her own feet, a family finds strength.

When she dares to dream, a genera-

tion discovers possibility and when

millions of women move forward

with courage.

Chaos erupts in Kolkata's SRFTI as
right-wing group procession turns violent
Kolkata, Oct 5 : Satyajit

Ray Film and Television

Institute (SRFTI) was in

turmoil again on Monday

af te r  members  of  the

Hindutva  organisa t ion

'Hindu Jagran Manch' tried

to break through the gate of

this educational institution

in the Panchasayar area of

??Kolkata.

Since the gate was closed,

members  of  the

organisation started pro-

testing from outside.

It is alleged that bricks and

stones were hurled at the

students who had gathered

inside the campus.

Counter-allegations have been

made against the students for

throwing bricks and stones.

On September 27, SRFTI was

in turmoil over a programme

organised by an organisation

l inked  to  the  Rasht r iya

Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS).

Allegations of assault on stu-

dents protesting against this

programme were made against

members  of  the  Sangh ' s

organisation 'Akhil Bharatiya

Grahak Panchayat or ABGP

(West Bengal)'.

The Hindu Jagran Manch had

called for a protest programme

on Sunday in protest of Sep-

tember 27 incident.

The police were also ready as

they barricaded the SRFTI

campus.  However, the proces-

sion that started from Ajay

Nagar broke the barricades

and moved forward.

Before that,  the police had

closed all the gates to enter the

campus.  The members of the

Hindu Jagran  Manch who

came in  a  procession kept

shaking the gate.  They de-

manded that the police open

the gate. The students also

gathered at some distance from

the gate.

According to the members of

the Hindu Jagran Manch, on

September 27, students at the

SRFTI had stepped on and tore

the pictures of Bharat Mata

and Swami Vivekananda.

The  members  of  the

organisation said that this pro-

cession was in protest of that.

"I will explain to the students

what the power of the nation-

alists is."

Stones and bricks continued to

be  hur led  amid  the

sloganeering by the stu-

dents and the members of

the Hindu Jagran Manch.

The students alleged that

the  pos te rs  o f  BR

Ambedkar hung on the

gate were torn. As soon as

the members of the Hindu

Jagran Mancha reached

the  ga te ,  they  s ta r ted

fighting with the police.

The police dragged some

of them away.

Some members  of  the

Hindu Jagran Manch ex-

pressed  the i r  anger

against the police over

this.

After the unrest continued

for quite some time, the

situation has now come

under control.

Police are still deployed

outside the SRFTI gate.

Chennai, Oct 5: The Con-

gress on Monday announced

three committees for its

Tamil Nadu unit, appointing

Ghulam Ahmed Mir as

chairperson of the Political

Affairs Committee and K. R.

Ramasamy as chairperson of

the Disciplinary Action

Committee.  The appoint-

ments form part of the con-

stitution of the Political Af-

fairs Committee, Pradesh

Congress Committee (PCC)

Advisory Committee and

Disciplinary Action Com-

mittee of the Tamil Nadu

Pradesh Congress Commit-

tee.  In a press statement is-

sued by All India Congress

Committee (AICC) General

Secretary (Organisation) K.

C. Venugopal, the party said

the Congress President

Mallikarjun Kharge had ap-

proved the proposal and that

the committees would take

effect immediately.  The Po-

litical Affairs Committee has

31 named members, includ-

ing its chairperson B.

Manickam Tagore, Tharahai

Cuthbert, Sasikanth Senthil.

Congress constitutes three

Tamil Nadu committees; Ghulam

Ahmed Mir to lead political affairs panel

Chennai, Oct 5  : AIADMK

secretary Edappadi K.

Palaniswami on Monday

urged voters in Tamil Nadu’s

Madurantakam and

Dharapuram to defeat the

ruling Tamilaga Vettri

Kazhagam (TVK) in the

October 6 Assembly bypolls,

accusing it of engineering

defections and betraying the

electorate.

Palaniswami urges

voters to teach TVK a lesson in

Oct 6 Tamil Nadu bypolls
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Seoul, Oct 5 : The number of

people arrested in South Korea for

drug smuggling and manufactur-

ing rose more than 30 per cent in

the first eight months of this year

from a year earlier, police said

Monday. The National Office of

Investigation (NOI) under the Ko-

rean National Police Agency said

it arrested 174 people for drug

Arrests of drug smugglers, manufacturers
rise 33.8 pc this year: South Korean Police

manufacturing and smuggling be-

tween January and August, up

33.8 per cent from 130 during the

same period last year.

The number of people arrested for

dealing drugs also rose 6.6 per

cent on-year to 3,396 during the

cited period, reports Yonhap news

agency. The total number of

people caught for drug-related of-

fences stood at 9,530, up 5.3 per

cent from a year earlier. Of the

total, 706 people were arrested for

offences involving medical drugs,

an 11.9 per cent increase from a

year earlier. The police have fo-

cused their investigative efforts on

cutting off drug supply sources

and distribution networks this

year. In a major case, the police

repatriated and arrested notorious

drug trafficker Park Wang-yeol

from the Philippines, who had

been imprisoned in the Southeast

Asian country on suspicion of kill-

ing three South Koreans and is

suspected of distributing drugs to

buyers in South Korea.

The police identified 6.3 billion

won (US$4.69 million) worth of

drugs linked to Park, including

12.7 kilograms of methamphet-

amine, as well as 8.63 billion won

worth of criminal proceeds.

They later worked with Thai au-

thorities to arrest and repatriate

Washington, Oct 5 : Global

trade is proving unexpectedly

resilient despite aggressive

US tariffs, the Iran war, high

energy prices and growing

strains on the rules-based

trading system, World Trade

Organization chief Ngozi

Okonjo-Iweala has said,

pointing to an AI-driven surge

in commerce while warning

that the system remains vul-

nerable.  The WTO Director-

General said 72 per cent of

world goods trade continues

to take place under WTO

most-favoured-nation terms,

Global trade defies
tariff shocks, says WTO chief

offering businesses stability and

predictability even as traditional

trading rules come under severe

pressure.

She also said global goods trade

has significantly outperformed

WTO forecasts, with artificial in-

telligence-related products ac-

counting for 42 per cent of last

year's growth.

"I will be very truthful and say that

even we are surprised by the re-

silience and grateful for it,"

Okonjo-Iweala said in an inter-

view with CNN. The interview

came against the backdrop of a

fundamental shift in US trade

policy under President Donald

Trump, heightened tensions be-

tween Washington and Beijing,

disruption to energy markets from

the Iran war and pressure on glo-

bal shipping routes. "We look at

how much of the world's trade is

actually taking place according to

the rules of the WTO," Okonjo-

Iweala said. "I mean, given that,

as you said, the world is not the

way it used to be, global trade

rules are under stress, we find that

72 percent of world trade, world

goods trade is still taking place on

WTO terms on most favored na-

tion terms." "That's what we call

a predictable stable," she said.

Okonjo-Iweala said companies

continue to rely on the multilat-

eral trading system because they

need certainty.

"We talk to businesses, and busi-

nesses need some stability and

predictability in the way they

trade," she said.

Perhaps more striking, she said,

has been the strength of actual

trade growth. The WTO had pro-

jected global goods trade growth

of about 2.4 to 2.5 per cent last

year. Instead, it came in at 4.6 per

cent.

"Almost double," Okonjo-Iweala

said after Zakaria pointed out

the scale of the difference. She

said WTO economists exam-

ined the figures to determine

what was driving the unex-

pected expansion.

"Forty-two percent of that

growth last year was contrib-

uted by trade in AI, semicon-

ductors, processors. All the

things hardware and software,"

she said. The unexpectedly

strong performance has contin-

ued into 2026. Okonjo-Iweala

said the WTO had projected

goods trade growth of 1.9 per

cent this year because of mul-

tiple pressures, including tar-

iffs, high energy prices and

strategic choke points such as

the Strait of Hormuz. But first-

quarter figures showed growth

running at 3.2 per cent. "So

again, far more than what we

had projected. That doesn't

mean we should be compla-

cent," she said. The WTO chief

cautioned that the rapid expan-

sion of AI-related trade itself

carried uncertainties.

"We don't know whether this

can be sustained or it's a bit of

a bubble. So, we have to watch

out for that," she said.

Kathmandu, Oct 5 : The

Nepali government has pro-

posed granting menstrual leave

to female civil servants by

amending the Civil Service Act

1992.

The government has included

menstrual leave as one of the

leave facilities for civil ser-

vants in the Bill to Amend and

Consolidate Laws Relating to

the Federal Civil Service,

which was registered at the

Federal Parliament Secretariat

later this week.

If the bill becomes law, Nepal

will become one of a handful

of countries to provide men-

strual leave to civil servants.

South Korea and Japan are

among the other countries that

have provisions for menstrual

leave, while most countries do

not provide such leave for

women government employ-

ees.

In India, the Central Civil Ser-

vices leave framework does not

provide a separate entitlement

to menstrual leave. In March

2026, the Supreme Court of

Nepal to deliberate on granting

menstrual leave to women civil servants
India declined to impose a

nationwide menstrual-leave

policy, while allowing the

government to consider the

issue after consultation.

Some Indian states also offer

limited menstrual leave; for

example, Bihar and Odisha

give two days per month to

government employees.

According to the bill, female

employees will continue to

be entitled to casual leave,

home leave, sick leave, study

leave and extraordinary

leave, like other employees.

In addition, the bill proposes

that they will be entitled to

menstrual leave, maternity

leave.
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Choi Byeong-min, a key drug sup-

plier for Park, uncovering 41 ad-

ditional offences and identifying

6 billion won worth of criminal

proceeds, which were seized be-

fore indictment.

Rescuers suspend search

for 6 onboard medical aircraft that

crashed off US coast
New York, Oct 5 : The US Coast

Guard has announced that it has sus-

pended the search for the six pas-

sengers aboard the medical aircraft

that crashed off the coast of Nan-

tucket, officials said.

In an official statement on Sunday

(local time), the officials said, "The

Coast Guard has suspended its

search Monday, Oct. 5, 2026 for the

six passengers aboard the missing

medical transport aircraft off the

coast of Nantucket."

According to the statement, the

Coast Guard and partner agencies

searched 4445 miles over approxi-

mately 66 hours.

"Suspending a search is not an easy

decision," said Rear Admiral Mat-

thew Lake, Commander of the

Northeast District. "We express our

deepest condolences to the families

and loved ones affected by the trag-

edy and our gratitude for our part-

ner agencies who helped support

search efforts."

Qatar says US-Iran mediation

efforts ongoing, draft agreement under discussion
Doha, Oct 5 : Qatar confirmed on

Monday that mediation efforts be-

tween the United States and Iran re-

main underway, with draft language

for a possible agreement continuing

to be exchanged between the two

sides as regional mediators work to

prevent further

escalation.  "We

can confirm that

the efforts are

still ongoing

with all the par-

ties.

Central Europe calls

for EU coordination

in combating

foot-and-mouth disease
Prague, Oct 5 : Cen-

tral European states

are seeking European

Union (EU) -wide co-

ordination to contain

the spread of foot-

and-mouth disease

(FMD), Czech Minis-

ter of Agriculture

Marek Vyborny said.

The minister told

journalists on Mon-

day that the objective

is to present a unified

proposal to the Euro-

pean Commission to-

gether.



NHRC directs states, UTs to protect street
vendors’ livelihoods during festive season
New Delhi, Oct 5 : The Na-

tional Human Rights Com-

mission (NHRC) has directed

the Chief Secretaries of all

states and union territories to

ensure that street vendors,

hawkers, traditional artisans

and small local traders are not

unnecessarily displaced or

prevented from carrying out

their livelihood activities dur-

ing the upcoming festive sea-

son, particularly Navratri,

Diwali and Chhath Puja.

The Commission has issued

fresh directions in view of the

approaching festive season in Oc-

tober-November, stressing the

need to protect the livelihoods and

human rights of local vendors

while also ensuring public and fire

safety. The NHRC directions

cover street vendors, footpath trad-

ers and hawkers, Kumhars, local

diya and murti makers and sellers,

pottery sellers, small sweet vendors,

malies, local vegetable sellers,

rangoli colour sellers and other

similarly placed small and local

vendors and artisans. The Commis-

sion said these groups should not

be unnecessarily displaced, re-

moved or prevented from carrying

on their livelihood activities during

the festive period. It has also asked

local administrations to facilitate

their traditional trades, safeguard

their livelihoods and promote lo-

cally made products in furtherance

of the government's "Vocal for Lo-

cal" initiative. The NHRC has spe-

cifically directed that where reloca-

tion becomes unavoidable due to

the need to maintain emergency ac-

cess or compelling fire or public

safety requirements, suitable and

accessible alternative vending

spaces should be provided, as far

as practicable, without adversely

affecting vendors' livelihoods. The

directions also seek to prevent ar-

bitrary action against small and lo-

cal vendors. The Commission has

asked local administrations to

ensure that vendors are not sub-

jected to unnecessary or arbi-

trary seizure of goods during

the festive season.

Ahmedabad, Oct 5 : A 44-year-

old man has been arrested in

Ahmedabad for allegedly posing

as a Hindu widower on a matri-

monial website, using forged

documents and false claims

about his personal life to gain the

trust of widowed women before

cheating them of money and

property, officials said on Mon-

day.

The accused, identified as Karim

Sipai, a resident of Sarghatani

Ghati in Kadi, Mehsana district,

was arrested by the Ahmedabad

Crime Branch after a case was

registered at the Mahila West Po-

lice Station.

According to investigators, Sipai

created a profile on a well-

known matrimonial platform

under the name “Aditya Patel”,

concealing his identity and pre-

senting himself as a Hindu wid-

ower without children.

Police said he specifically tar-

geted widowed women living

alone, developing relationships

with them by claiming that his

wife had died and that he was

leading a solitary life.

Gujarat man held for posing

as Hindu widower on

matrimonial site, cheating women

LoP Naveen Patnaik condemns alleged attack on

former BJD MLA, questions 'Goondaraj' in Odisha
Bhubaneswar, Oct 5 : Biju

Janata Dal (BJD) President

and Odisha Leader of Oppo-

sition (LoP) Naveen Patnaik

on Monday condemned the

alleged "murderous attack"

on former MLA and senior

party leader Pranab Kumar

Balabantaray, questioning

whether the state is being

ruled by the law or by

goondas or criminals.

There are deadly attacks on

public representatives in

broad daylight, the police are

silent, the government is silent—

is goondaraj reigning in Odisha?"

Patnaik said. Strongly reacting

against alleged assault, the LoP

added that the attack on ex-

Dharmasala MLA at

Madhupurgarh under Jenapur po-

lice station area of Jajpur district

is highly condemnable.

"A public representative is being

subjected to a murderous attack in

the presence of the police. Who is

giving such courage to the crimi-

nals? Is Odisha run by the rule of

law or by goons/ criminals? In this

(BJP) government, public repre-

sentatives are insecure, and the

safety of ordinary people is in

jeopardy," the BJD supremo said.

Targeting the Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) government, Patnaik

also alleged that such incidents are

occurring repeatedly in

Dharmasala and across Odisha,

but the state govern-

ment has not yet

taken any strong ac-

tion against culprits.

He asked whether the

state government

wants a peaceful

Odisha to become

disturbed. "Why is

the (BJP) govern-

ment patronising

such criminal activi-

ties? Why is exem-

plary action not be-

ing taken? The

people of Odisha are

watching everything

and keeping an ac-

count of everything.

Gandhinagar, Oct 5: The Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) is confident of secur-

ing a record-breaking victory in the

Gandhinagar Municipal Corporation

(GMC) election, said party's State In-

Charge Tarun Chugh on Monday, assert-

ing that the organisation is going to vot-

ers on the basis of its performance and had

strengthened its election machinery up to

the booth level. Chugh held a series of

organisational meetings in Gandhinagar

ahead of the civic polls on October 11.

He first met party leaders and workers

from Wards 1 to 6, followed by a meeting

with those from Wards 7 to 11.

He later held a coordination meeting with

the election management committee.

During the meetings, Chugh reviewed the

work carried out so far and discussed

organisational arrangements for the elec-

tion, booth-level management and coor-

dination among party workers.

"The Bharatiya Janata Party's record-

breaking victory in the Gandhinagar Mu-

nicipal Corporation election is certain,"

Chugh told the media after the meetings.

He said that the BJP is seeking votes on

the basis of its performance and that party

workers were reaching voters through

door-to-door contact. Chugh also ex-

pressed confidence that the BJP would re-

ceive the people's blessings in the elec-

tion.

'Record-breaking victory certain': BJP's

Tarun Chugh on Gandhinagar civic polls

Haryana govt fully
committed to development of cities: Minister
Chandigarh, Oct 5  :

Haryana Cabinet Minister

Vipul Goel on Monday said

the government is fully com-

mitted to the development of

cities and development works

will be done at a faster pace

in the coming time.  Chairing

a joint meeting, Goel directed

officials of the Municipal

Corporation and the Electric-

ity Department to work in co-

ordination with all councillors

and not to keep any develop-

ment project pending unnec-

essarily. He also directed the

officials that whatever develop-

ment work is currently going on,

it should be completed within the

stipulated timeframe. “If there is

unnecessary delay in any work, it

will be considered as negligence

of the officer concerned and ap-

propriate action will be taken

against him,” he said Food, Civil

Supplies Minister Rajesh Nagar

was also present at the meeting,

whose objective was to establish

better coordination between all

departments and public represen-

tatives so that development works

of the wards can be conducted

smoothly and high-quality facili-

ties can be provided to the citizens

of Faridabad. Goel clarified that

the drainage system should be re-

paired in time so that people do

not face any kind of inconve-

nience during the rainy season. He

directed the Municipal Corpora-

tion officials to start the work of

cleaning drains and sewer lines

with immediate effect and moni-

tor it regularly. He also reviewed

the water supply, sanitation sys-

tem, health services and other ba-

sic facilities and di-

rected all the de-

partments con-

cerned to work to-

gether so that citi-

zens can get better

services.
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NFR saves 255 elephants from train

collisions through wildlife protection measures
Guwahati, Oct 5 : The North-

east Frontier Railway (NFR) has

saved 255 elephants from train

collisions through proactive wild-

life protection measures this year

(2026), railway officials said on

Monday. NFR’s Chief Public Re-

lations Officer (CPRO) Kapinjal

Kishore Sharma said that the

NFR has intensified its efforts to

prevent elephant–train collisions

through a combination of technol-

ogy-driven systems, enhanced vigi-

lance and close coordination with

the Forest Departments.

According to Sharma, from Janu-

ary to September this year (2026),

timely interventions by NFR per-

sonnel helped save 255 elephants across its divisions, includ-

ing 106 in Alipurduar Division in West Bengal, 14 in Rangiya,

122 in Lumding and 15 in Tinsukia Division in Assam.

Northern Army Commander reviews

security situation in South Kashmir
New Delhi, Oct 5 : Lieutenant General Pratik

Sharma, General Officer Commanding-in-

Chief of the Northern Command, on Monday

visited a Rashtriya Rifles unit deployed in

South Kashmir.  During the visit, the Army

Commander closely reviewed the prevailing se-

curity situation in the region and interacted with

the troops on the ground. Lt Gen Sharma

praised the officers and soldiers for their high

level of professionalism and operational excel-

lence. He acknowledged the consistent efforts

being made by the Rashtriya Rifles in main-

taining a stable security environment in the

sensitive sector.



New Delhi, Oct 5 : The gov-

ernment has increased the

ceiling price of natural gas

produced from deepwater, ul-

tra-deepwater and high-pres-

sure, high-temperature fields

to $9.89 per million British

thermal units (MMBtu) for the

six-month period beginning

October 1, providing relief to

producers operating in techni-

cally challenging gas blocks

such as Reliance Industries-

BP's KG-D6 project.

Govt raises ceiling price of gas
from deepwater fields to $9.89/mmBtu

The revised ceiling price, up from

$8.90 per MMBtu, will remain

effective from October 1, 2026, to

March 31, 2027, according to a

notification issued by the Petro-

leum Planning and Analysis Cell

(PPAC) under the Ministry of Pe-

troleum and Natural Gas.

Gas produced from difficult fields

enjoys marketing and pricing free-

dom under the government's

policy framework, but the price

remains subject to a government-

notified ceiling.  The increase in

the ceiling is expected to support

producers developing offshore gas

resources, where exploration and

production costs are considerably

higher than those associated with

mature onshore and legacy fields.

At the same time, the government

has kept the price ceiling for natu-

ral gas produced from the nomi-

nation fields of state-run ONGC

and Oil India Ltd (OIL) un-

changed at $7 per MMBtu.

According to PPAC, the adminis-

tered price mechanism (APM) gas

price for October has been noti-

fied at $11.22 per MMBtu. How-

ever, the actual realisation for gas

produced from ONGC and OIL's

legacy fields will continue to

be capped at $7 per MMBtu

under the existing pricing re-

gime.

New Delhi, Oct 5 : The forth-

coming GST Council meeting

will take up for discussion

whether the stand-alone provi-

sion under the Goods and Ser-

vices Tax regime, which empow-

ers tax officials to arrest taxpay-

ers under investigation, can be re-

moved as instances of its misuse

have come to the fore, as per a se-

nior official.   This proposal has

been made as part of the broader

suggestions by the GST Council’s

Law Committee on

decriminalisation of GST laws, as

on several occasions the failure to

pay tax has not been deliberately

intended. This would result in tax

officials no longer having the

power under Section 69 to arrest

a taxpayer during a GST investi-

gation. The current GST frame-

work gives the Commissioner the

power under Section 69 of the

CGST Act to authorise arrest

where there are reasons to believe

that a person has committed speci-

fied serious offences under Sec-

tion 132. The current thinking is

that in serious cases involving fake

invoicing, fraudulent input tax

credit and claiming fake refunds,

action can be taken for criminal

prosecution under the provisions

of the general criminal law.

GST Council meeting to

look at decriminalising tax law

Dabur issues clarification on FSSAI
order, says ‘stands by purity and quality of its products’
New Delhi, Oct 5 : After the Food Safety and

Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) issued a

prohibition order against Dabur India Limited

over the sale of food products carrying allegedly

misleading "100 per cent" claims, the company

said on Monday that its product labels comply

with the prevailing legal and regulatory frame-

work.  In a filing with the BSE and the NSE,

Dabur India said it stood by the quality and pu-

rity of its products. "Dabur India Limited believes

that the declaration on our product labels comply

with the prevailing legal and regulatory frame-

work and are consistent with long-standing in-

dustry practices. Dabur stands by the purity and

quality of its products and has never made any

misleading claims," the company said in its fil-

ing. Earlier, the country’s food regulator directed

the FMCG major to immediately cease the sale

of products bearing claims such as "100 per cent

Natural", "100 per cent Pure", "100 per cent Pu-

rity Guaranteed", "100 per cent Organic" and "100

per cent Tender Coconut Water".

MDR on UPI unlikely to trigger 'large-scale'

increase in fees: World Bank's Neelkanth Mishra
New Delhi, Oct 5 : Allowing

Merchant Discount Rate

(MDR) on Unified Payments

Interface (UPI) transactions

would serve as an enabling

provision and is unlikely to

lead to a significant increase in

charges because of intense

competition in the payments

ecosystem, said Neelkanth

Mishra, Executive Director at

the World Bank Group, on Sat-

urday.

In a conversation with IANS,

on the sidelines of the 5th

Kautilya Economic Conclave

here, Mishra said that concerns

over MDR leading to wide-

spread fee hikes may be over-

stated in a free and competitive

market.

"It is an enabling provision.

Look, this is a free market.

Unless someone is afraid that

financial firms, banks or pay-

ment aggregators will start

colluding and raising charges

at the same time, there are

different ways to handle

that," he said.

"I don't see this leading to a

large-scale increase in fees

because it is a free and com-

petitive market. There were

firms that remained viable

and survived even when they

could not charge MDR,"

Mishra added.

On the global economic out-

look, the World Bank execu-

tive identified sharply rising

interest rates as the single big-

gest risk facing global finan-

cial markets.

Dhamtari, Oct 5  : In an im-

portant step aimed at promot-

ing renewable energy and en-

suring electricity access to ev-

ery household, Nathukonha

village in Dhamtari district has

become Chhattisgarh’s first so-

lar-powered village under the

Prime Minister Surya Ghar

Muft Bijli Yojana. The an-

nouncement was made re-

cently during the visit of Union

Agriculture Minister Shivraj

Singh Chouhan to Dhamtari.

The minister handed over a

certificate to the village head,

Akbar Mandavi, officially

recognising Nathukonha as a

solar village. According to in-

formation, all households in

the village have been equipped

with solar panels under this

scheme. Now the residents are

getting free electricity.

 Houses are full of bright lights

like never before. This scheme

provides subsidies from the

central and state governments

to those who want to install

Chhattisgarh’s first solar village:
Nathukonha now powered by free energy

solar panels in their homes.

The aim is to deliver free

electricity to citizens.

 and also to encourage the use

of solar energy to make the

country self-reliant in power

generation.

Located along the banks of

the Madamsilli Dam,

Nathukonha is surrounded by

forests and hills and is home

to 27 tribal families. The in-

stallation of solar panels un-

der the scheme ensures that

villagers now have electricity

throughout the year, greatly

improving their quality of

life.

The villagers, who previously

relied on kerosene lamps and

a limited grid supply, can now

power lights, fans, and small

appliances, transforming

daily life and creating oppor-

tunities for education and

economic activities.

Village head Akbar Mandavi

expressed pride and gratitude

on behalf of the community.

Market outlook: RBI policy stance,

Q2 earnings, West Asia tensions key triggers next week
Mumbai, Oct 5 : After a

holiday-shortened week

which saw benchmarks slip

below a key psychological

level as a worsening global

backdrop overwhelmed do-

mestic support, the Indian

stock markets are geared up

for the RBI policy decision

and growth projections,

along with the beginning of

the Q2 earnings season.

A meaningful de-escalation in

West Asia could trigger a sharp

relief rally next week, according

to market watchers.  The RBI

policy stance, inflation outlook

and growth projections will pro-

vide important cues on the near-

term trajectory of domestic inter-

est rates and financial markets.

Last week, the bearish tone was

evident from the start, with the

Sensex declining 1.52 per cent on

Monday, followed

by relatively mod-

est losses over the

next two sessions

before another

0.79 per cent de-

cline on Thursday.

Consequently, the

Sensex shed

1,670.84 points to

settle at

71,909.70.

Tax amendment bill a positive step

for data centre ecosystem: Nasscom
New Delhi, Oct 5 : Industry on

Monday hailed the Taxation and

Other Laws (Amendment) Bill,

2026, which proposes to simplify

the tax exemption framework intro-

duced under the Finance Act, 2026

for foreign companies procuring

services from specified data centres

in India.  The Bill removes the need

for case-specific notifications for

both foreign companies and data

centres, while also recognising data

centre facilities operated through

ownership or leasing “While the Bill

is currently before Parliament, the

proposed changes is a positive step

for the industry.”
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RBI projects GDP growth at 6.7 pc

for FY27 as India remains fastest-growing economy
New Delhi, Oct 5 : Terming

India as the fastest-growing

economy amid persistent glo-

bal uncertainties, the Reserve

Bank of India (RBI) on Mon-

day projected real GDP growth

at 6.7 per cent for FY27, 10

bps higher than its previous

projection of 6.6 per cent in the

prevision Monetary Policy

Committee (MPC) meeting.

In his address, RBI Governor

New Delhi, Oct 5 : India’s

shift to electric vehicles is

becoming a key economic

driver, with EV sales ris-

ing 46-fold from about

50,000 units in 2016 to

2.3 million units in 2025

and the market is pro-

jected to grow to $191.04

billion by 2034 at a

CAGR of 54.94 per cent,

the government said on

Monday.  India’s growth

has outpaced global

India’s EV sales likely to
grow 55 pc annually through 2034

trends, where EV sales in-

creased roughly 20 times-

from 9.18 lakh in 2016 to

18.78 million in 2024, an of-

ficial statement said.  The EV

battery market is likely to grow

from $2.71 billion in 2025 to

$15.90 billion by 2034 at a

CAGR of 21.70 per cent. India

aims for 30 per cent of all ve-

hicle sales to be electric by

2030 and plans 1.32 million

charging stations by 2030 to

strengthen the ecosystem.

BUSINESS MAIL

Sanjay Malhotra pegged Q1 FY27

GDP growth at 7 per cent, Q2 at

6.4 per cent, Q3 at 6.5 per cent,

and Q4 at 6.8 per cent.

He said that supply-side pressures

from the West Asia conflict have

eased somewhat since June 2026.

However, the re-escalation of the

conflict since the first week of July

has amplified volatility in energy

prices and renewed uncertainty

around supply chains.
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'There's no resentment': Portugal boss

Jesus says doors open for Ronaldo return
New Delhi, Oct 5 : Portugal head coach Jorge

Jesus has said that if Cristiano Ronaldo wants,

he can still return to the national setup, adding

that Ronaldo has to "decide his life before the

next call-up."

The 41-year-old veteran left international camp

just hours after coach Jorge Jesus publicly ad-

dressed their growing disagreement over the

captain's role. After leaving the camp he wrote

on social media, "In due course, I will tell the

truth to all the Portuguese people about my rea-

sons for leaving the national team, to which I have

always been dedicated."

Addressing the veteran's international future

after Portugal beat Norway 2-1 at the Estadio

do Dragao to enter Nations League quarterfinals,

Jesus said, "I don't know what's going to hap-

pen. For me, everything is open. Cris has to de-

cide his life before the next call-up.

"If he wants to be in the national team and he's

playing, why not? There's no resentment, because

this was a misunderstanding. I think it's easy to

resolve.

'Rohit will be crucial in 2027'Rohit will be crucial in 2027'Rohit will be crucial in 2027'Rohit will be crucial in 2027'Rohit will be crucial in 2027
WC': Karthik praisesWC': Karthik praisesWC': Karthik praisesWC': Karthik praisesWC': Karthik praises
ex-captain for Windies knockex-captain for Windies knockex-captain for Windies knockex-captain for Windies knockex-captain for Windies knock
New Delhi, Oct 5 : Former India

cricketer Dinesh Karthik heaped

praise on Rohit Sharma for his mea-

sured knock in the third ODI against

the West Indies in a tough situation,

highlighting that his outing showed

why he will be crucial for India in the

2027 ODI World Cup in South Africa.

India lost their captain, Shubman

Gill, and Virat Kohli in the first three

overs, and with conditions offering a

bite for the fast bowlers, the Men in

Blue were under the pump in the

third rubber at the CA International

Cricket Stadium in New Chandigarh.

However, Rohit dropped the anchor

and negated the tough period with

Ruturaj Gaikwad before smashing 92

from 85 balls. Taking note of how

Rohit sailed the ship through the

tough shores before cashing in.

When I saw Mukesh's rhythm, I knew 'kuch

kaatilana spell aayega': Akash Deep after Irani Cup win
Srinagar, Oct 5 : Unwavering belief, a united team ef-

fort, and a spectacular comeback victory marked the Rest

of India’s epic Irani Cup triumph over Ranji Trophy cham-

pions Jammu and Kashmir, as the players reflected on

the fierce fightback that made the title win possible.

Akash Deep highlighted the intensity of the contest and

praised his bowling partner Mukesh Kumar’s terrific

rhythm, which gave him an inkling that a superb spell

was coming from his hand. Akash Deep’s intuition be-

came true as Mukesh picked 6-33 to bowl out J&amp;K

for 111 and get a 167-run win for Rest of India.

Karnataka to reconsider

cash awards for Asian Games medallists from state
Bengaluru, Oct 5: Karnataka

Deputy Chief Minister and Min-

ister for Youth Empowerment

and Sports G. Parameshwara on

Monday said the state govern-

ment is reconsidering the cash

awards for sportspersons by com-

paring them with the incentives offered by

other states. Speaking to reporters near the

West Gate of Vidhana Soudha,

Parameshwara said he had already dis-

cussed the matter with Chief Minister D.K.

Shivakumar and that the revised prize

amounts would be announced on Tuesday.

New Delhi, Oct 5 : Abhishek Sharma

has credited the freedom provided by

his teammates and coaches for allow-

ing him to embrace an aggressive,

impact-driven approach, saying his

ambition has never been centred on

personal milestones but on helping

India and his teams win trophies. The

26-year-old, who was part of India’s

ICC Men’s T20 World Cup-winning

side, discussed his playing philosophy

'I had only one goal that is to win

trophies,’ says Abhishek on his impact-first approach
ahead of the new home season

against the West Indies. Abhishek

traced the development of his

mindset to his domestic cricket

days, when he began placing

greater emphasis on influencing

matches rather than chasing indi-

vidual numbers. “When I started,

I thought that I have to play in a

way that I can play impactful in-

nings for my team.

Vaibhav is talented, but
he'll have to wait for his opportunity: Gambhir
New Delhi, Oct 5 : India head coach

Gautam Gambhir opened up on his

conversations with teenage sensation

Vaibhav Sooryavanshi and said he

made the talented youngster under-

stand "sometimes a player has to wait

for his opportunity" despite perform-

ing well.  Earlier this year,

Sooryavanshi became the youngest

Indian to play international cricket

against England, making his T20I de-

but at 15 years and 99 days and sur-

passing Sachin Tendulkar’s long-

standing record. He then became the

youngest player to score a half-cen-

tury in men’s international cricket,

reaching the landmark against Zimba-

bwe at 15 years and 118 days. How-

ever, he did not get any game during

the entire Afghanistan series and

the one-off T20I against Japan in

the build-up to the Asian Games.

The 15-year-old batter made his

way back to India XI in the Asian

Games semifinal against Sri

Lanka, where he played a more

substantial role in the match,

smashing 38 off 21 balls.

"It was a new experience for me

as well. Yes, he was in good form,

but I made him understand that

sometimes, because of the play-

ers who have done well for a long

time, he will have to wait for his

opportunity. And there's one more

thing, social media or outside

noise doesn't decide the playing

eleven," Gambhir said on JioStar.

Bracewell moves to casual contract
for 2026-27 season, Kelly gets maiden central contract
Chirstchurch, Oct 5 : New Zealand Allrounder Michael

Bracewell will shift to a casual contract with NZC for

the 2026-27 season to pursue an opportunity in the Aus-

tralian Big Bash League. Bracewell joined Finn Allen,

Mark Chapman, Lockie Ferguson, Adam Milne, and Tim

Seifert, as the other casually contracted players for the

2026-27 season. The 35-year-old will be replaced on the

central contract list by Nick Kelly, who earned his first

national contract eleven years after making his First Class

debut. Bracewell said he was looking forward to facing

India later this month in the five-game T20I Series. "The

backing from New Zealand Cricket for me to take this

opportunity at this stage of my career means a lot. As a

white-ball only player, this felt like too good of an op-

portunity to pass up.  I’m still very much committed to

the BlackCaps and can’t wait to be involved in the up-

coming India tour and future white-ball series. I’ve also

got my eyes firmly fixed on the opportunity to be in-

volved in the inaugural NZ20 which is set to be intro-

duced from next summer."Kelly, who de-

buted for New Zealand in March 2025, has

15 international caps (Eight ODI and seven

T20I) to his name, including two matches as

T20I captain when he filled in for the in-

jured Tom Latham in Bangladesh earlier this

year. The left-hander comes onto the central

contract list at the age of

33, having recently re-

turned from a county

stint with Leicestershire

where he contributed

950 runs across all for-

mats.
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