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FIA concludes investigation
into Bahrain GP software bug, too keep
fixes in place for Singapore
The FIA has concluded its inves-

tigation into the Bahrain Grand

Prix in Malaysia software bug and

has confirmed that it...

Institutional real estate inflows in
India touch $5.9 billion in Jan-Sep: Report
Institutional investment into In-

dian real estate reached $5.9 bil-

lion in the first three quarters of

2026 (January-September), up 39

per cent year-on-year and marked

the strongest....

Veteran Bollywood actor
Nana Patekar passes away at 75
Mumbai, Oct 8 :  Veteran actor

Nana Patekar, one of Indian

cinema’s most celebrated perform-

ers, has passed away at the age of 75

in Goa. An official confirmation

from the Manipal hospital, Goa,

stated that the actor was found un-

conscious at his Dona Paula – Goa

residence and was rushed to the hos-

pital. Doctors declared him brought

dead. The acclaimed actor, known

for his powerful performances

across Hindi and Marathi cinema,

leaves behind a remarkable body of

work spanning over four decades.

Attracting investments to AP is the goal;
we will realize the MoUs: CM Chandrababu
New Delhi, Oct 8 :

Chief Minister

C h a n d r a b a b u

Naidu attended the

CII Partnership

Summit in Delhi,

participating along-

side Union Minister

Piyush Goyal. During the event,

he highlighted the support be-

ing extended by the Central

Government to Andhra

Pradesh. He informed industri-

alists that the focus is primarily

on realizing the signed Memo-

randums of Understanding

(MoUs) and clarified

that industrial in-

centives would be

rolled out soon. He

also announced that

the government is

working with the

motto "Build AP."

Flood of representations at
Minister Lokesh's public grievance meeting
Amaravati, Oct 8 :  Nara Lokesh, the

Andhra Pradesh Minister for IT and

Education, held a 'Praja Darbar' (pub-

lic grievance meeting) at the Telugu

Desam Party's central office in

Mangalagiri. A large number of

people, employees, and TDP activists

attended the event to present their

grievances. Lokesh patiently listened

to the issues raised by individuals ar-

riving from various regions. After ac-

cepting their petitions, he per-

sonally examined them and

assured the petitioners that he

would strive to resolve their

problems. During the Praja

Darbar (public grievance meet-

ing), several issues—primarily

concerning employment, edu-

cation, welfare, and rural infra-

structure—were brought to

Minister Lokesh's attention.

Congress, INDIA bloc leaders
detained during ‘Chalo Lok Bhavan’ rally

Hyderabad, Oct 8 :  Mild ten-

sion prevailed near Necklace

Road on Thursday after police

intercepted Telangana Congress

and INDIA bloc leaders during

their ‘Chalo Lok Bhavan’ rally,

detaining several state ministers

and senior party leaders.

The protest, organised under the

banner of ‘Save Democracy’, was

taken out from the Indira Gandhi

statue towards Lok Bhavan, with

the protesters demanding the res-

ignation of Chief Election Com-

missioner Gyanesh Kumar over

alleged irregularities in the recent

revision of electoral rolls. Police

stopped the procession near Lok

Bhavan by putting up heavy bar-

ricades. Tension mounted as pro-

testers attempted to push through

the security cordon to reach the

Governor’s official residence.

Among those detained and shifted

to various police stations were

Telangana Pradesh Congress

Committee (TPCC) president B.

Mahesh Kumar Goud, Rajya

Sabha MP Vem Narender Reddy

and state Ministers Ponnam

Prabhakar, Duddilla Sridhar Babu, Ponguleti

Srinivas Reddy, Adluri Laxman Kumar, Vakiti

Srihari and Jupally Krishna Rao. Senior lead-

ers and representatives of the CPI, CPI(M) and

Telangana Jana Samiti were also detained.

Addressing the protesters before his detention,

Mahesh Kumar Goud accused the Election

Commission of failing to address concerns

over the electoral-roll revision and called upon

the Chief Election Commissioner to step down

voluntarily. “The Election Commission has

failed to resolve widespread public concerns

regarding the electoral roll revision. It is the fundamen-

tal duty of the Commission to safeguard voting rights

and maintain absolute transparency to uphold democratic

confidence,” Mahesh Kumar Goud said.

State Congress and INDIA bloc leaders also condemned

the detention of Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi and

other national opposition leaders during parallel protests

in New Delhi. They said the agitation would be intensi-

fied across Telangana until, in their view, democratic

norms were restored.

India marching towards making
product, design, technology, IP indigenously: PM Modi
New Delhi, Oct 8 : Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi on Thurs-

day said India is marching to-

wards a future where products

and their designs will be devel-

oped in the country, while the

underlying technology and in-

tellectual property will also be-

long to the country.

Addressing the 10th edition of

the India Mobile Congress

(IMC) here, PM Modi said the

country has moved beyond being

merely a consumer of technology and

is now rapidly emerging as a creator

and innovator. The Prime Minister

said the transformation underway in

the telecom sector is being driven by

a combination of reforms, domestic

manufacturing, technological develop-

ment and intellectual property cre-

ation. He said the government is

modernising decades-old laws, intro-

ducing incentives and implementing

regulatory reforms to

strengthen India's position

across the telecom value

chain. “India is marching towards the

goal, where the product and design will

be made in India.

14 farmers booked for opening
Jurala canal gates without authorisation
Hyderabad, Oct 8  :

Police have regis-

tered cases against

14 farmers in

Wanaparthy district

for allegedly opening

the Jurala canal gates

without authorisation

on September 19, ac-

cording to

Amarchintha Sub-In-

spector Swathi.

The legal action follows an

official complaint filed by the

Project Irrigation Deputy Ex-

ecutive Engineer (DE).

The incident occurred after

local farmers and political

leaders staged demonstrations

at the Jurala project, citing

severe crop damage due to a

lack of irrigation water. Pro-

testers allegedly took matters

into their own hands.

Raksha Expo to provide major platform for defence, aerospace growth : CS
Hyderabad, Oct 8 : Chief Secretary Sanjay Jaju said a

grand Raksha Expo would be organised in Hyderabad from

December 7 to 9 as part of the Telangana Global Summit–

2026, with an Air Show scheduled for December 9.

Sanjay Jaju reviewed the arrangements for the Raksha Expo

at a meeting held at the Secretariat on

Thursday. He discussed the participation

of defence and aerospace companies, in-

frastructure, security arrangements, pub-

licity and other related issues.

Take steps to ensure
that girl students
receive quality education
Principal Secretary to the Educa-

tion Department, Yogita Rana, has

instructed officials to take steps to

ensure that girl students...
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Mandya, Oct 8 : Water Resources Minister

N. Chaluvarayaswamy on Thursday said the

Mekedatu project was the only permanent

solution to the Cauvery water dispute and as-

serted that the Karnataka government was

committed to implementing it during its ten-

ure. Speaking at a meeting with farmer lead-

ers at the Zilla Panchayat auditorium in

New Delhi, Oct 8 : Pradhan

Mantri Awas Yojana – Urban

(PMAY-U) has achieved another

significant milestone with the

sanction of more than 1.25 crore

houses, of which more than 1

crore houses have been com-

pleted and delivered to benefi-

ciaries across the country, ac-

cording to a statement issued by

the Ministry of Housing and Ur-

ban Affairs on Thursday.

As many as 2.09 lakh houses

were sanctioned last week under

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana –

Urban 2.0 for economically

weaker section (EWS) families

across the States and Union Ter-

ritories (UTs) of Andhra Pradesh,

Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar,

Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Jammu

and Kashmir, Jharkhand,

Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,

Manipur, Odisha, Rajasthan,

Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Uttar

Pradesh and Uttarakhand, the

statement said.

Over 1 crore houses
delivered to urban poor under
PM Awas Yojana : Govt

Chennai, Oct 8 : Tamil Nadu’s Home Depart-

ment has issued a government order allocating

Rs 212.58 crore to equip the police with mod-

ern weapons, drones, surveillance systems and

vehicles, as part of efforts to strengthen opera-

tional capabilities and emergency response.

The package covers purchases for specialised

police units, district surveillance networks,

bomb disposal teams and investigative agen-

cies. It also provides for improvements in com-

munications, digital forensics and monitoring

facilities at police stations across the state.

TN allocates over Rs 212 crore
for police weapons, drones, patrol vehicles

A major compo-

nent is the pur-

chase of 500

new jeeps at a

cost of Rs 55

crore. The ve-

hicles will

strengthen emer-

gency policing

services and be

linked to the

emergency re-

sponse system, supporting patrol operations

and responses to calls for assistance. The

Tamil Nadu Special Police will receive 12

sniper rifles with day and night sighting ca-

pabilities, 10 grenade launchers, 30 Bulgar-

ian 7.62 mm assault rifles, 50 other rifles and

10 light machine guns.

Jaipur, Oct 8 : Rajasthan Agriculture

Minister Dr Kirodi Lal Meena has made

a strong statement in support of reserva-

tion while addressing a Tribal Festival at

Panch Athai in Nangal Pyarivas, Dausa

Speaking during the second day of World

Tribal Day celebrations, Meena dis-

missed speculation that reservation could

be abolished and said, “As long as there

is life in Kirodi’s body, no one can even

touch reservation.”

The minister also appealed to tribal youth

to stay away from substance abuse and

work together to fight social evils.

The celebrations at the Panch Athai com-

plex witnessed participation of thousands

of people. Kirodi Lal Meena arrived at

the venue in a procession with his sup-

porters from the Titoli toll plaza, where

he was welcomed by a large gathering.

Reservation cannot be scrapped as
long as I am alive, says Rajasthan minister

Mekedatu project is only permanent
solution to Cauvery dispute: K’taka Minister

New Delhi, Oct 8 : Defence

Secretary Rajesh Kumar Singh

on Thursday highlighted the

role of the Indian Cost Ac-

counts Service (ICoAS) in

strengthening cost optimisation,

prudent resource utilisation, and

robust financial oversight across

government departments, par-

ticularly in the defence Sector.

Addressing the Foundation Day

celebration of the ICoAS, Singh

lauded the professionalism, ana-

lytical acumen and steadfast

dedication of ICoAS officers in

strengthening cost management

practices across government

ministries and departments. He

observed that the service has

consistently played a catalytic

role in advancing the vision of

Atmanirbhar Bharat.

This year's celebration was ob-

served under the theme "Role

of ICoAS Officers in Cost

Optimisation for Atmanirbhar

Bharat", reflecting the growing

significance of cost and fiscal

efficiency in furthering India's

pursuit of self-reliance leading

to Viksit Bharat.

Indian Cost Accounts Service
playing key role in govt
cost optimisation: Top official

Chandigarh, Oct 8 : Haryana

Chief Minister Nayab Singh

Saini on Thursday said that the

sacred programme of Gau

Katha and Gau Mata Seva

organised on the holy land of

Samana in Patiala district of

Punjab is a testimony to India’s

great spiritual and Sanatan tra-

dition.

Dedicated to the 350th martyr-

dom anniversary of Hind Di

Chadar, Guru Tegh Bahadur,

the ceremony “is a remarkable

and unique confluence of faith,

the tradition of service and our

shared cultural heritage”.

Addressing the ceremony, CM

Saini said before 2014, there

were only 200 Gaushalas in

Haryana, and their annual bud-

Holding Gau Mata event
testimony to spiritual tradition, says Haryana CM

get was merely Rs 2 crore. As a

result of the efforts of the govern-

ment, the number of Gaushalas in

the state has now increased to 650,

while their budget has been raised

to a record Rs 600 crore. More

than 4 lakh stray cattle are cur-

rently being cared for in these

Gaushalas with complete devotion

and respect.

He said to ensure that the cattle

do not face any inconvenience,

large sheds and solar power plants

have been established in 350

Gaushalas. In addition, with the

objective of promoting cow con-

servation, the one per cent stamp

duty charged on registration of

land for establishing new

Gaushalas has been completely

abolished.

The Chief Minister said the

Haryana government has

launched a comprehensive and

extensive campaign to protect

young people from the social

evil of drug abuse. Strict action

is being taken against drug ped-

dlers.

While the youth in Punjab is in-

creasingly falling prey to drug

abuse due to the neglect of the

Punjab government, Haryana

has established 2,000 sports

nurseries to connect youth with

sports grounds, where around 40

lakh young people practice

every day. The result of

this sports policy is that out

of the total 39 medals won

by India at the recent Com-

monwealth Games, includ-

ing 13 gold medals,

Haryana players alone won

seven gold medals. “It is a

matter of pride that five of

these seven gold medals

were won by daughters of

Haryana, bringing glory to

the country and the state on

the world stage,” he added.

New Delhi, Oct 8 : Prime

Minister Narendra Modi on

Thursday mourned the pass-

ing of Rupi Soren, mother of

Jharkhand Chief Minister

Hemant Soren and recalled

her work towards empower-

ing the tribal communities.

Rupi Soren, around 80,

passed away on Wednesday at

Hill View Hospital on Bariatu

Road in Ranchi, where she

had been undergoing treatment

for a prolonged illness. Her con-

dition deteriorated on Wednes-

day, following which doctors

placed her on life support.

PM Modi expresses grief over
passing of J'khand CM Hemant
Soren's mother Rupi Soren

New Delhi, Oct 8 : The Minis-

ter of State (MoS) for Commerce

and Industry, Jitin Prasada, con-

cluded his official visit to the

Czech Republic on Thursday,

aimed at strengthening bilateral

trade, investment and industrial

cooperation between the two

countries. During the visit, the

MoS held bilateral meetings with

senior Czech leaders, including

Deputy Prime Minister and Min-

ister of Industry and Trade Karel

Havlicek, his deputy Jan Sechter;

and Deputy Foreign Minister

Marie Chatardova.

Jitin Prasada concludes
Czech visit, pushes
trade and investment ties

Aizawl, Oct 8 : The Mizoram

government has intensified ef-

forts to curb the growing drug

menace and dismantle traffick-

ing networks in the border state,

officials said on Thursday.

A Home Department official said

the 12th State-Level NCORD

(Narco Coordination Centre)

meeting was held on Wednesday

at the Secretariat Conference

Hall in the New Capital Com-

plex.

The meeting, chaired by Chief

Secretary Khilli Ram Meena,

was attended by Director Gen-

eral of Police Sharad Agarwal,

senior state government officials,

Deputy Commissioners, and Su-

Mizoram steps up
crackdown on cross-border drug networks

perintendents of Police from all 11

districts. Representatives from

key agencies, including the Nar-

cotics Control Bureau (NCB),

Assam Rifles, Border Security

Force (BSF), Subsidiary Intelli-

gence Bureau (SIB), and the

Council of Churches in Mizoram,

also participated.

During the meeting, the Chief Sec-

retary reviewed the Action Taken

Report of the 11th State-Level

NCORD meeting, assessing

progress and identifying gaps in

enforcement and coordination.

The Standard Operating Proce-

dure (SoP) for identifying and

declaring drug-free villages across

Mizoram was also presented and

discussed in detail, reflecting the

state’s focus on grassroots-level

intervention. Participants also

deliberated on the 15 action

points issued during the 9th

Apex-Level NCORD meeting

held in New Delhi, aligning

state-level strategies with na-

tional priorities in the fight

against narcotics. The official

noted that Union Home Minis-

ter Amit Shah had earlier chaired

the 9th Apex-Level NCORD

meeting in New Delhi, where he

reviewed the country’s efforts to

combat drug trafficking. The

meeting brought together stake-

holders from multiple ministries,

state governments.

Agartala, Oct 8 : Amid a se-

ries of protests by opposition

parties, including the CPI (M)

and Congress, over exorbitant

electricity bills, the BJP gov-

ernment in Tripura on Thurs-

day announced that it would

take steps to address the prob-

lems faced by consumers.

Power Minister Ratan Lal

Nath said the BJP-led govern-

ment was committed to resolv-

ing public grievances and

would soon take decisions on

issues related to electricity

bills. “The present state gov-

ernment is a government that

solves problems, and soon the

government will take some

decisions to solve the problems

related to electricity bills,”

Nath said after chairing a meet-

ing at the office of the Tripura

Tripura govt to address
electricity bill issues amid Opposition protests

State Electricity Corporation

Limited (TSECL) here.

TSECL Managing Director

Biswajit Basu, top officials,

senior managers, Director

(Finance) and other senior

officials attended the meet-

ing, while Power Secretary

Abhishek Singh joined it vir-

tually.

Nath said he had instructed

the officials to examine con-

sumer complaints and resolve

genuine problems by main-

taining a cordial relationship

with consumers. “I have in-

structed them to look into

whether there are any prob-

lems or not, and if there is any

problem, to solve it by con-

sulting with the consumers

and maintaining a cordial re-

lationship,” he said.

Mandya to discuss drought

conditions, drinking water is-

sues and other grievances.
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Adilabad, Oct 8 (TIM Bureau) :

Adilabad Market Committee Chair-

man Boranchu Srikanth Reddy,

along with Congress cadres, orga-

nized a bike rally in Adilabad in

support of Rahul Gandhi as part of

the ‘Save Democracy’ call given by

the India Alliance, demanding the

resignation of Central Chief Elec-

tion Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar

for alleged irregularities in the voter

verification process. On this occa-

sion, wearing black badges and

flags, they held a rally condemning

Rahul Gandhi’s arrest and raising

slogans against the Central Govern-

ment and the Election Commis-

sioner. Later, a large number of Con-

gress workers and leaders protested

at Ambedkar Chowk and handed

Srikanth Reddy organized a
bike rally in support of Rahul Gandhi

over a petition to the statue of Ambedkar. Speaking

on the occasion, Market Committee Chairman

Srikanth Reddy said that the people’s right to vote is

the foundation of democracy and the electoral sys-

tem has the responsibility to ensure transparency so

that the people have complete confidence in the elec-

toral process. He demanded comprehensive answers

to the allegations of “vote theft” being raised by the

opposition over the election process.

The Congress party has also demanded the resigna-

tion of Chief Election Commissioner Gyanesh

Kumar to maintain the credibility of the Election

Commission.

The leaders made it clear that the Congress Party

will continue to fight continuously to protect democ-

racy, the Constitution, and the people’s right to vote.

In this program, former DCC President Sajid Khan,

Atma Committee Chairman Gimma Santosh, Dis-

trict Congress Organization In-charge Bejjanki Anil

Kumar, District Congress Office In-charge Gouli

Sanjeev Kumar, former Municipal Floor Bandari

Satish, Congress Party Women’s Division Presi-

dent Annapurna, SC Division President

Parameshwar, Minority Division President Syed

Shahid, Youth Congress District President

Charan Goud, Municipal Councilors Zeeshan,

District Congress Vice President Sudhakar Goud,

Seva Dal District President Mothiram, District

Congress General Secretaries Bandi Devdas

Chari, Attar Ali, Mandakini, Kade Santosh, Dis-

trict Congress Secretary Sirajuddin, District Con-

gress Media Coordinator Mekala Jitender,

Mavala Village Sarpanch Dharmapuri

Chandrasekhar, Mavala Mandal President

Kudurupaka Suresh, Congress Party  Leaders,

party workers and others participated.

Dalit leaders submit petition to
MLA Satyanarayana demanding land rights

Adilabad, Oct  8  (TIM Bureau)  : Adilabad

District SC Department Chairman K.

Parameshwar and DCC Vice President Sri

Karmankar Brijlal handed over a petition to

Telangana Pradesh Congress Committee SC

Department Chairman and Honorable MLA Sri

Kavampalli Satyanarayana at the Karimnagar

Camp Office, demanding that Dalits be granted

land titles for the lands they have been culti-

vating for many years in agency areas and that

they be given land rights. On this occasion,

Dalit leaders brought to the attention of MLA

Kavvampally Satyanarayana the land issues

facing Dalits in agency areas and the difficul-

ties they are facing due to the lack of Pahanis

for the lands they have been cultivating for a

long time. Kavampalli Satyanarayana re-

sponded positively to this and assured that he

would bring the land issue of the Dalits to the

attention of the State Chief Minister, Shri

Revanth Reddy, and work to take necessary

steps to resolve the issue. Social worker Jade

Nagorao, Adilabad District SC Department

Vice Presidents Birudula Lazar, Irade Vitthal

and others participated in this program.

Take steps to ensure that
girl students receive quality education
Adilabad, Oct 8  (TIM Bureau) :

Principal Secretary to the Education

Department, Yogita Rana, has in-

structed officials to take steps to en-

sure that girl students receive qual-

ity education, better facilities, and

nutrition. She conducted a surprise

inspection of Kasturba Gandhi

Balika Vidyalaya (KGBV) Junior

College in Sanjaynagar, the district

headquarters, on Thursday, along

with District Collector Rajarshi

Shah and ITDA PO Manda

Makarand. On this occasion, she in-

spected the classrooms, dormitory,

kitchen, dining area, and surroundings and in-

quired from the officials about the basic facilities,

education, accommodation, meals, and other is-

sues being provided to the students. Afterwards,

she spoke directly with the students and inquired

about their education, food, accommodation fa-

cilities, and the problems they were facing.

Yogita Rana advised students to set goals, study

diligently, and rise to higher levels. She said

that if there are any problems in the college,

they should boldly bring them to the attention

of teachers and authorities. She ate lunch with

the students and inspected the quality and taste

of the food. She instructed officials to provide

quality, nutritious food every day.

Complaint to the District Collector
via WhatsApp to resolve issues

Adilabad, Oct  8 (TIM Bureau)  :

With the orders of the Minister in-

charge of the Adilabad district,

Jupalli Krishna Rao, a new facility

will be available for complaints

about government services without

the need to go anywhere else. Min-

ister Jupally Krishna Rao has di-

rected the collectors of four districts

to provide the facility to file com-

plaints about government services on

WhatsApp. In this context, a public

complaints system (special griev-

ance cell) has been set up in 4

collectorates of the Adilabad district.

Collectors have made WhatsApp

services available so that people can

bring their problems to the attention

of the authorities from the comfort

of their homes, without

having to come to the

collectorate for their com-

plaints and requests.

These services can also be

used at Minister Jupally

Peshi in Hyderabad. Min-

ister Jupally Krishna Rao

has instructed the collec-

tors of the combined

Adilabad districts to ex-

amine every complaint re-

ceived from the public and

take steps for its prompt

resolution by the relevant

authorities. The Minister

suggested that complaints

should be forwarded to the

relevant departments and

that there should be con-

stant monitoring of their

resolution. The WhatsApp

numbers are Minister

Jupally Krishna Rao Peshi:

8500689596, Adilabad

Collectorate: 9492341947,

Nirmal Collectorate:

8317557897, Kumram

Bheem Asifabad

C o l l e c t o r a t e :

7569986036.
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T
he outlook for onion availability has

strengthened considerably with robust mar

ket arrivals and the commencement of fresh

Kharif supplies, with the improving supply posi-

tion already translating into a broad-based mod-

eration in prices of the staple vegetable across

mandis and major consumer markets, the Ministry

of Consumer Affairs, Food &amp; Public Distri-

bution said on Wednesday. The weighted average

mandi price in Maharashtra has declined by nearly

13 per cent, from around Rs 4,030 per quintal on

September 16 to about Rs 3,475 per quintal on Oc-

tober 3. The sustained moderation in mandi prices

indicates that the increase in market arrivals is

translating into improved supply conditions, a min-

istry statement said.

The easing trend is also visible across retail mar-

kets. As many as 126 cities have reported a decline

of Rs 1–21 per kg in retail onion prices over the

past two weeks, with moderation observed in ma-

jor consuming states, it said. Fresh Kharif onion

arrivals have commenced from major producing

states, including Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, and

Rajasthan, while availability from stored stocks

continues to meet market demands. Arrivals from

these producing regions are expected to increase

further in the coming weeks, improving overall

availability in the consuming markets during the

upcoming festive season, the statement said.

The production outlook for the Kharif crop is en-

couraging. All-India Kharif onion acreage is esti-

mated to be around 5 per cent higher than last year's

already strong level, with crop conditions remain-

ing favourable across major producing regions. The

rainfall outlook by IMD during the harvesting pe-

riod also provides support to the crop, with no fore-

cast of excessive rains in key Kharif onion regions

in the coming weeks to facilitate harvesting, dry-

ing, and movement of onions and reduce the risk

of moisture-related crop damage. The government

is also augmenting supplies to consuming centres

through buffer stock release. As on date, the gov-

ernment has disposed off more than 2.0 lakh Quin-

tals through 8 Kanda Express and 467 trucks across

123 cities and is planning to deploy additional rail

rakes, enabling larger quantities of onions to reach

high-consumption markets. These efforts are be-

ing further strengthened ahead of the festive sea-

son, with additional rail movements being planned

to improve the speed and efficiency of supply dis-

tribution, the statement said. The combination of

fresh Kharif arrivals, availability from stored stocks

and continued movement of buffer onions to con-

sumption centres provides multiple channels of

supply to the market. The government is maintain-

ing close oversight of arrivals, stocks and price

movements and is taking appropriate measures to

facilitate orderly distribution and adequate avail-

ability wherever required, the statement added.

Onion prices dip
as fresh crop flows into markets

EAM Jaishankar meets Cote d'Ivoire's Vice PM,
Foreign Minister, discusses ways to advance ties
Abidjan, Oct 8 : External Af-

fairs Minister (EAM) S.

Jaishankar met Cote d'Ivoire's

Vice Prime Minister and De-

fence Minister Tene Birahima

Ouattara and discussed ways

to strengthen cooperation in

defence and anti-terrorism.

Taking to X, EAM Jaishankar

said, "Glad to meet Tene

Birahima Ouattara, Vice

Prime Minister and Defence

Minister, Cote d'Ivoire. We

spoke about our growing de-

fence partnership, under-

pinned by mutual trust, capac-

ity building and shared inter-

ests."

"Exchanged views on oppor-

tunities to further our cooperation

in defence &amp; anti-terrorism,

including through training, capac-

ity building and enhanced institu-

tional exchanges," he added.

EAM Jaishankar arrived in Cote

d'Ivoire on Wednesday (local

time) after concluding a success-

ful visit to Ghana.

He met Cote d'Ivoire's Foreign and

International Cooperation Minis-

ter, Niale Kaba and held compre-

hensive discussions on advancing

the partnership, including in trade,

investment, infrastructure, agri-

culture, healthcare and people-to-

people ties.

"Underlined that our people - cen-

tric cooperation will be driven by

the priorities of Cote d'Ivoire. Also

spoke about deepening our en-

gagement in multilateral fora," the

EAM said.  EAM Jaishankar also

interacted with the alumni of the

Indian Technical and Economic

Cooperation (ITEC).

ITEC Programme is a flagship bi-

lateral capacity-building platform

administered by the Ministry of

External Affairs. It partners with

over 160 countries across Asia,

Africa, Eastern Europe, Latin

America, the Caribbean, and

the Pacific/Small Island na-

tions.

Following the meeting, the

EAM said, "Underlined how

India's capacity-building initia-

tives are responding to de-

mands and priorities of our

partners. And are also nurtur-

ing human connections be-

tween our societies. Thank

Koffi N'Guessan, Minister of

National Education, Literacy

and Technical Education, and

a former ITEC alumni for join-

ing."  Earlier this week, India

and Cote d'Ivoire discussed op-

portunities to strengthen col-

laboration in skill develop-

ment, vocational and technical

education, knowledge sharing

and capacity building.

Government e-Marketplace
rewrites rules of public
procurement: Piyush Goyal

New Delhi, Oct 8 : Commerce

and Industry Minister Piyush

Goyal on Thursday said that

from a gross merchandise value

(GMV) of Rs 422 crore a decade

ago to over Rs 1,55,000 crore

today, the Government e-Mar-

ketplace (GeM) has rewritten the

rules of public procurement.

In a post on X, the minister in-

formed that over 12.28 lakh Mi-

cro and Small Enterprises

(MSEs), including more than

2.25 lakh led by women, and

over 42,000 startups are regis-

tered on the portal, proving that

grassroots empowerment is not

merely a slogan for the Govern-

ment under Prime Minister

Narendra Modi, but a genuine

commitment.

“Over the last 10 years, the plat-

form has enhanced competition,

improved price discovery.

Beijing/Ottawa, Oct 8  : The

International Campaign for Ti-

bet (ICT) President Tencho

Gyatso has called on the Ca-

nadian parliamentarians to

take stronger action against

China's intensifying campaign

of forced assimilation in Tibet.

The appeal was made after

Gyatso testified on Aug 13 be-

fore the Canadian House of

Commons’s Subcommittee on

International Human Rights of

the Standing Committee on

Foreign Affairs and Interna-

tional Development.

According to the ICT, the

briefing was convened pursu-

ant to a September 23, 2025

motion adopted by the Stand-

ing Committee on Foreign Af-

fairs and International Devel-

Tibetan advocacy group urges Canadian
lawmakers to act against China’s forced assimilation policies

opment and a Aug 13, 2026 motion adopted

by the Subcommittee on International Hu-

man Rights to examine the situation of Ti-

betan children placed in schools administered

by China. Gyatso appeared alongside

Chemi Lhamo, a Tibetan-Canadian human

rights activist; Gyal Lo, a Tibet specialist

and educational sociologist; Lhadon

Tethong, co-founder and director of Tibet

Action Institute; and Tenzin Choekyi, a

senior researcher at Tibet Watch.

In her testimony, Gyatso warned that

Beijing's new 'Ethnic Unity and Progress

Law', set to come into force on July 1,

along with China’s state-run boarding

school system, poses a direct threat to Ti-

betan language, religion, culture, and iden-

tity.

“The new law makes the state’s ambitions

unmistakably clear, laying a stark blueprint

to erase Tibetan language, culture, and

identity,” Gyatso told the subcommittee.

Islamabad, Oct 8 : A police personnel was

killed, and another injured after armed as-

sailants attacked them in the Saeedkhel area

of Lakki Marwat district in Pakistan's

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province on Thurs-

day, local media reported, citing police.

District police officer’s spokesperson

Qudratullah Khan said that the armed as-

sailants opened fire on police personnel

near the Saeedkhel graveyard while they

were patrolling the area. He said that the

deceased police personnel's body and the

injured policeman were taken to the hospi-

tal, the daily Dawn reported. Following the

attack, a large police contingent rushed to

the site of the incident and began a search

operation to find the attackers.

The incident took place amid a rise in at-

tacks targeting law enforcement personnel

in Pakistan, especially in the border prov-

inces of Balochistan and Khyber

Pakhtunkhwa.

Policeman killed, another injured in
attack in Pakistan's Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

Rajasthan: Sachin Pilot criticises
handling of Opposition leaders’ protests
Jaipur, Oct 8 : Senior Congress leader Sachin

Pilot on Thursday alleged that recent devel-

opments involving the Election Commission

and the treatment of Opposition MPs during

protests in Delhi had raised serious concerns

about the state of democracy in the country.

Addressing the media at the Congress War

Room, Pilot criticised the handling of protests

by Opposition leaders, including Leader of the

Opposition (LoP) in the Lok Sabha Rahul

Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi Vadra, during

demonstrations demanding accountability

from the Election Commission.

He alleged that Opposition MPs seeking to

meet the Election Commission were detained

instead and questioned why elected represen-

tatives were not permitted to present their con-

cerns before the constitutional body.

Calling the developments "authoritarianism",

Pilot said democratic institutions must remain

open to dialogue and accountability.

Referring to the electoral roll revision exer-

cise, he alleged that millions of voters were at

risk of exclusion and termed the issue a threat

to voting rights guaranteed under the Consti-

tution.

Pilot also used the term "Votebandi" (disen-

franchisement), drawing comparisons with

demonetisation and claiming that concerns

over electoral rolls needed immediate atten-

tion.

Turning to the recently concluded municipal

elections in Rajasthan, Pilot claimed that Con-

gress had performed better than the results

suggested because the party secured a higher vote

share. "I have no hesitation in saying that the BJP

lost despite winning, whereas we won despite

losing because we secured a higher vote share,"

he said.

The Congress leader alleged irregularities and ad-

ministrative interference during the civic polls

and claimed complaints were received from sev-

eral districts regarding the conduct of elections.

He said the party had reviewed the results and

begun preparations for the upcoming Panchayati

Raj elections.

Pilot expressed confidence that Congress would

perform strongly in rural Rajasthan and secure a

"massive majority" in the Panchayat polls.

He said the party would focus on issues such as

unemployment, farmers' concerns, the implemen-

tation of welfare schemes and the shortage of

DAP fertiliser in the state.

"There is a complete shortage of DAP fertiliser

in Rajasthan. It is being distributed under police

protection, yet the government remains indiffer-

ent," he alleged.

Pilot said Congress would contest the upcoming

elections unitedly and undertake a two-month

public outreach programme covering villages and

mandals across Rajasthan. He added that the party

would focus not only on electoral issues but also

on what it described as the need to safeguard

democratic institutions and voting rights.
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India’s skies safe
due to brave air warriors: Assam CM
Guwahati, Oct 8 : Assam

Chief Minister Himanta Biswa

Sarma on Thursday extended

greetings to the Indian Air

Force (IAF) on Air Force Day,

saluting the courage, sacrifice

and unwavering commitment

of the country’s air warriors.

Taking to social media, CM

Sarma said the nation’s

skies remain safe because

of the dedication of the

personnel guarding them

and paid tribute to the IAF

for its service to the coun-

try. “Bharat's skies are

safer because our brave air

warriors guard them.”



United Nations, Oct 8 : Vio-

lent armed groups, some

briefly detaining aid workers,

are obstructing the Ebola re-

sponse in the eastern Demo-

cratic Republic of the Congo

(DRC), UN humanitarians

said.

The UN Office for the Coor-

dination of Humanitarian Af-

fairs (OCHA) said that five

response workers were

briefly detained on Thursday

by armed groups in Ituri prov-

Armed groups in

Congo hinder Ebola response: UN
ince, the epicenter of the Ebola outbreak, accounting for

more than 90 percent of all confirmed cases.

The office said that in South Kivu province, access re-

mains heavily restricted in several areas as fighting con-

tinues to force civilians to flee. Nearly 20,000 people

were forced from their homes on Monday, following

clashes in Mwenga and Shabunda territories. Displaced

families need food, shelter, health care, safe drinking

water and protection.

OCHA said that in Fizi territory, humanitarian access

also remains under pressure, as repeated interference by

armed groups continues to threaten aid delivery and the

safety of humanitarian workers.

In South Kivu alone, between January and May, at least

57 incidents directly affecting humanitar-

ians were recorded, including threats

against staff, interference in aid delivery,

and movement restrictions, Xinhua news

agency reported.

"Despite these immense challenges, the

United Nations and its humanitarian part-

ners continue to support national authori-

ties in containing the outbreak and deliver

assistance," OCHA said.

Jeddah, Oct 8 : Srivatsa Krishna,

Secretary of the Ministry of Mi-

nority Affairs, on Thursday met

Abdulaziz Al Mathami, Deputy

Minister for Planning and Digital

Transformation, Ministry of Haj

and Umrah of Saudi Arabia and

discussed the technical integration

of Haj portals to improve the Haj

experience for Indian pilgrims.

"Dr Srivatsa Krishna, Secretary of

the Ministry of Minority Affairs,

accompanied by Consul General

Mr Fahad Ahmed Khan Suri, met

with H.E. Abdulaziz Al Mathami,

Deputy Minister for Planning and

Digital Transformation, Ministry

of Haj and Umrah, KSA, and the

Nusuk Masar team," the Consu-

late General of India in Jeddah

wrote on X. "They held discus-

sions on technical integration of

Indian and Saudi Haj portals, and

leveraging emerging technologies

to enhance coordination, stream-

line services, and further improve

the Haj experience for Indian pil-

grims," it added. The delegation

also met Abdulaziz bin Abdul

Rahim Wazzan, Deputy Minister

for Haj and Umrah and held con-

structive discussions on enhanc-

ing Haj pilgrims’ experience in

India, Saudi Arabia discuss
ways to enhance Haj experience for Indian pilgrims

Madinah, with particular empha-

sis on accommodation, transpor-

tation, coordination, and other

essential pilgrimage arrange-

ments. Both sides reaffirmed

their commitment to strengthen-

ing cooperation and ensuring a

smooth, safe and comfortable

Haj-2027 for Indian pilgrims.

Earlier in the day, the delegation

met Abdulfattah S. Mashat, Vice

Minister for Haj and Umrah.

"The delegation comprehen-

sively discussed arrangements

for upcoming Hajj-2027, with a

focus on strengthening coopera-

tion, fostering collaboration, and

enhancing coordination to en-

sure a smooth and comfortable

Hajj experience for Indian pil-

grims," noted the Consul Gen-

eral. On Thursday, Secretary

Srivatsa Krishna met Rumaih

Mohammed Al-Rumaih, Vice

Minister of Transport and Logis-

tics Services in Riyadh and dis-

cussed arrangements for Hajj

flights as well as other transport

facilities for Indian pilgrims for

Hajj 2027. On Wednesday, the

Secretary met Nouf Suliman

Alnumair, Deputy Minister for

International Cooperation.

Goma (DR Congo), Oct 8 : The

African Union (AU) Panel of

Facilitators have called for strict

respect for ceasefire commit-

ments and continued engage-

ment in the ongoing diplomatic

peace process following consul-

tations in Goma, eastern Demo-

cratic Republic of the Congo

(DRC), a major urban hub seized

by the March 23 Movement

(M23) rebel group. A delegation

AU facilitators urge ceasefire
compliance, continued talks in DR Congo

of the panel held consultations in

Goma earlier this week with rep-

resentatives of the UN peacekeep-

ing mission in the DRC, known

as MONUSCO, UN and humani-

tarian agencies. , as well as M23,

according to a statement issued by

the AU, reports Xinhua news

agency. The delegation was led by

Sahle-Work Zewde, former presi-

dent of Ethiopia and deputy chair-

person of the panel.

Venezuela rejects US

'terrorist' designation of 'nonexistent' cartel
Caracas, Oct 8 : The Ven-

ezuelan government on

Thursday rejected US Secre-

tary of State Marco Rubio's

designation of the "nonexist-

ent" Cartel de los Soles as a

terrorist organization.

In a statement shared on so-

cial media by Venezuelan

Foreign Minister Yvan Gil,

the government condemned

the move as a "vile lie," ac-

cusing the United States of

using it as a pretext to justify

an "illegitimate and illegal

intervention against Venezu-

ela." The statement urged the

US government to rectify this

policy of aggression and

threats, adding that the Ven-

ezuelan people will know

how to safeguard peace and

the highest interests of the

country. On November 16,

Rubio announced that the US

Department of State intends

to designate Cartel de los

Soles as a Foreign Terrorist

Organization, effective on

November 24. It means that

Maduro will effectively be

designated a terrorist as well.
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Iranian, Russian presidents
vow to strengthen strategic bilateral cooperation
Washington, Oct 8 : Iranian

President Masoud Pezeshkian

and his Russian counterpart

Vladimir Putin have called for

the continuation and strength-

ening of the "strategic" coop-

eration between their countries,

according to the Iranian

president's office. In a phone

call on Thursday (local time), the Iranian president

stressed the need to continue and enhance bilateral

cooperation in different areas between the two coun-

tries, adding that continuing on that path would serve

the two countries' common interests, according to a

statement published on the website of the Iranian

president's office. Putin, for his part, said collabora-

tions between his country and Iran within the frame-

work of their comprehensive strategic.

Timeline for wartime operational control
transfer from US to be set in annual defence talks : Seoul
Seoul, Oct 8 : A timeline for

the handover of wartime opera-

tional control (OPCON) to

South Korea from the United

States will be set in this year's

annual ministerial meeting and proposed to the leaders of

the two countries, Seoul's defence ministry said on Thurs-

day. The remarks by a ministry official came after US

Forces Korea (USFK) commander Gen. Xavier Brunson

said the allies aim to meet conditions required.

US lawmakers urge
indictment of Cuban leader Raul Castro
Washington, Oct 8 : Four Republican lawmakers

have urged President Donald Trump to direct the

Justice Department to reopen a criminal probe into

Cuban leader Raul Castro’s alleged role in the 1996

shootdown of two civilian aircraft operated by Broth-

ers to the Rescue, calling for possible charges and in-

ternational arrest notices.  Congresswoman Maria

Elvira Salazar joined Representatives Mario Diaz-

Balart, Carlos Gimenez and Nicole Malliotakis in

sending a letter to the President seeking a fresh re-

view of the case. The letter asks the Department of

Justice to “formally reopen the criminal investigation

into Raul Castro’s role” in the incident and to con-

sider pursuing charges, including potential Interpol

“red notices,” against Castro and other Cuban offi-

cials involved. The lawmakers asked the Department

to “review previously compiled evidence, take a fresh

look at command responsibility at the highest levels

of the Cuban regime, and use every available legal

tool to hold accountable those responsible for the kill-

ing of three American citizens and one US per-

manent resident.” “For decades, Raul Castro and

the regime officials who ordered this vile attack

have hidden behind the protection of a brutal

dictatorship, escaping justice while the families

of the victims were left to carry the pain alone.

Now we have a real chance to correct this his-

toric injustice,” Salazar said.



Chennai, Oct 8 : The Greater Chennai Police have in-

tensified their crackdown on drug syndicates and ar-

rested four individuals.

In two separate cases, three men from Assam were

caught with narcotics, including heroin, while another

individual involved in methamphetamine peddling was

apprehended.

In the first case, Egmore police arrested three suspects

from Assam — Habibur Rahman (32), Dildar Hussain

(22), and Reikibul Islam (20), all from Nagaon district.

Acting on a tip-off, officers intercepted the trio near

Egmore railway station and searched their bags, recov-

ering three grams of heroin, eight grams of morphine,

Greater Chennai Police continue
crackdown on drug syndicate, arrest four

and two kilograms of gutka.The three

were produced before a magistrate and

remanded in judicial custody.

In the second case, the Chetpet police

arrested a 25-year-old man, R.

Manikandan of Korattur, who had been

absconding in a methamphetamine ped-

dling case. The police seized three grams

of methamphetamine from him.

New Delhi, Oct 8 : On the 94th

Air Force Day, President

Droupadi Murmu and Vice-

President C.P. Radhakrishnan on

Thursday extended greetings to

all air warriors, veterans and

their families, praising the In-

dian Air Force (IAF) for its ex-

emplary service to the nation and

its high standards of profession-

alism, discipline and prepared-

ness. President Droupadi

Murmu, in a post on social me-

dia platform X, said, "Greetings

to all air warriors, veterans and

their families on Air Force Day.

The Indian Air Force has ren-

dered exemplary service to the

nation, upholding high standards

of professionalism, discipline

and preparedness.

President Murmu,
VP Radhakrishnan greet air
warriors on 94th Air Force Day

Gandhinagar, Oct 8 : The

Gujarat government on

Thursday signed a strategic

partnership agreement with

Housing and Urban Develop-

ment Corporation Limited

(HUDCO) for long-term fi-

nancing of up to Rs one lakh

crore for major infrastructure

projects across the state,

while also entering into a

separate agreement with the

Indian Institute of Manage-

ment Ahmedabad (IIM-A) to

provide technical and plan-

ning support for projects un-

der the 'Viksit Gujarat 2047'

Twin pacts signed with HUDCO,
IIM-A to advance 'Viksit Gujarat 2047' vision

vision.  The memorandums

of understanding (MoUs)

were signed in the presence

of Chief Minister Bhupendra

Patel, who described the part-

nership as "an important step"

towards achieving the goal of

'Viksit Gujarat 2047' and

aligning it with Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Modi’s vision of

'Viksit Bharat 2047'. Accord-

ing to the state government,

HUDCO will provide long-

term funding for infrastructure

projects being implemented

by various government depart-

ments.

INDIA bloc leaders marching towards Rajghat; Kharge,
Rahul Gandhi accuse Centre of undermining democratic rights

Ahmedabad, Oct 8 :

Gujarat Police has com-

pleted verification of 31,834

individuals linked to anti-

national activities over the

last 30 years, Director Gen-

eral of Police Vikas Sahay

said.  The special drive, or-

dered after Gujarat ATS re-

cently seized weapons from

suspected anti-national op-

eratives and following the

tragic bomb blast in Delhi.

Gujarat Police
conducts crackdown
on anti-national elements

Bhopal, Oct 8 : In a signifi-

cant move that underscores

the commitment of the state

administration towards agri-

cultural prosperity, the gov-

ernment led by Chief Minis-

ter Mohan Yadav has secured

an approval from the Central

government to procure a stag-

gering one hundred lakh met-

ric tonnes of wheat at the

minimum support price.

Earlier, the state government

had been given a target to pro-

cure 78 lakh metric tonnes of

wheat.This development

marks a historic and unprec-

edented achievement for the

state, further solidifying the

image of the current admin-

MP allowed to procure
100 lakh metric tonnes of wheat

istration as one that stands

firmly with the farming com-

munity at every step of their

journey.

The announcement comes as

a major boon for the agricul-

tural sector during what has

been designated as the

Farmer Welfare Year.

Originally, the procurement

targets were set at a lower

threshold.
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New Delhi, Oct 8 : Congress

President Mallikarjun Kharge

and Leader of Opposition in the

Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi on

Thursday said the party and

other INDIA bloc MPs are

marching to Rajghat to stage a

peaceful sit-in protest, while

accusing the BJP-led govern-

ment of undermining demo-

cratic rights and institutions.

The development comes as

Congress and other INDIA bloc

MPs were marching to Rajghat

after lunch at a restaurant in

Connaught Place. The Opposi-

tion parties have been seeking

permission to hold protests

over several issues, including

alleged irregularities in the

electoral process. Speaking to

reporters, Kharge said the IN-

DIA bloc members would

gather at the Gandhi Memorial.

 for a peaceful demonstration and

prayer, urging the BJP government

to reconsider what he described as

policies that were against the in-

terests of the people.

"We, the members of the INDIA

bloc, are heading to the Gandhi

Memorial to stage a peaceful sit-

in protest. We will sit there and

pray that the BJP government, spe-

cifically Prime Minister Narendra

Modi and Union Home Minister

Amit Shah, are granted the wis-

dom to realise that their actions are

not in the nation’s interest," he

said.

He alleged that issues such as

"vote theft", rising inflation and

problems faced by the youth re-

flected a broader failure of gover-

nance. Kharge further said the Op-

position wanted to draw attention

to what it considers attempts to

weaken the freedoms secured dur-

ing the country’s freedom

struggle. "We want to high-

light that they are snatching

away the freedom we secured,

the freedom won for us by

great leaders like Pandit

Jawaharlal Nehru, Mahatma

Gandhi, and Vallabhbhai

Patel, and are making every

effort to destroy it," he said.

He also alleged that citizens’

voting rights were being un-

dermined and said the protest

at Rajghat would seek to re-

mind the government of the

importance of protecting con-

stitutional freedoms.

Rahul Gandhi said nearly 300

MPs from both the Lok Sabha

and Rajya Sabha wanted to

participate in the peaceful

demonstration but had been

prevented from protesting

over the past two days.

NMDC Limited organised a two-day Capacity Building Programme
Hyderabad, Oct 8 :  The Vigilance Depart-

ment of NMDC Limited organised a two-

day Capacity Building Programme on 7 and

8 October 2026, focusing on key areas iden-

tified by the Central Vigilance Commission

(CVC) under Vigilance Awareness Week

(VAW) 2026. The programme featured four

thematic sessions on Ethos in Public Pro-

curement, GeM – New Features &

Functionalities, Contract Design for Effec-

tive Procurement, and Cyber Security &

Cyber Hygiene, aimed at strengthening pro-

fessional competence, promoting ethical

decision-making and enhancing transpar-

ency and efficiency in organisational pro-

cesses. The inaugural session was graced

by Shri Krishna Kumar Thakur, Director

(Personnel), NMDC, and Shri C.

Neelakanta Reddy, Chief Vigilance Officer

(CVO), NMDC. The programme concluded

in the gracious presence of Shri Vivek

Nishant Nath, Director (Commercial),

NMDC, and Shri C. Neelakanta Reddy,

CVO, who underscored the importance of

continuous capacity building, ethical con-

duct, transparent systems and effective

implementation of preventive vigilance

measures.

The first day featured sessions by Shri

Sanjay Aggarwal, IRSS, PCMM, RCF–

Kapurthala, on “Ethos in Public Procure-

ment”, emphasising integrity, fairness, ethi-

cal decision-making and compliance with

established procurement principles. Shri Anuj Kumar, Di-

rector (GeM), conducted a session on “GeM – New Fea-

tures & Functionalities”, highlighting recent developments,

digital procurement mechanisms and best practices for ef-

fective utilisation of the Government e-Marketplace.

On the second day, Shri Ankur Shrivastava, Controller,

NRSC, delivered a session on “Contract Design for Effec-

tive Procurement”, sharing practical insights and relevant

case studies on developing effective procurement contracts.

Smt. K. Indraveni, Scientist-F and Associate Director, C-

DAC, led a session on “Cyber Security & Cyber Hygiene”,

highlighting cyber threats, responsible digital practices and

the importance of maintaining security-conscious behaviour

in the workplace. The sessions combined expert perspec-

tives with practical insights to strengthen participants’ un-

derstanding of ethical procurement, contract management,

digital purchasing platforms and cyber security. Interactive

discussions facilitated the exchange of professional expe-

riences and highlighted the role of robust systems.

Hyderabad, Oct.8 (NSS):

Mirchowk Police have recov-

ered 25 lost and stolen mobile

phones using the Central

Equipment Identity Register

(CEIR) portal and technical in-

vestigation.

The recovered phones were

handed over to their respective

owners by the ACP, Mirchowk

Division, at Mirchowk Police

Station here on October 8.

Police said the phones, reported

Mirchowk police recover
25 lost mobile phones using CEIR

missing by complainants under

different circumstances, were

traced from various locations

through CEIR and sustained tech-

nical efforts by the detective and

crime teams.

The recovery was carried out by

the Mirchowk PS Detective Team

led by DSI Md. Mujtaba Ali

Quasim, along with the Crime

Team, under the guidance of In-

spector M. Kondal Rao and De-

tective Inspector N. Saidaiah, and

the supervision of ACP G. Shyam

Sunder, Mirchowk Division,

Charminar Zone. Police advised

citizens to immediately report lost

or stolen mobile phones at the

nearest police station

or through the CEIR

portal to facilitate

speedy tracing and

recovery.



New Delhi, Oct 8 : IT

services major Infosys

on Thursday reported

a 28 per cent quarter-

on-quarter growth in

its consolidated net

profit for the fourth

quarter of FY26.

The company posted a

net profit (after non-

controlling interests)

of Rs 8,501 crore, an

increase of 21 per cent

(year-on-year) com-

pared to Rs 7,033

crore in Q4 FY25. On

a sequential basis,

profit jumped 27.8 per

cent from Rs 6,654

Infosys Q4 net profit
rises 28 pc in Q4, headcount falls over 8,000

crore in Q4. Operating profit stood

at Rs 9,743 crore, up 13.6 per cent

year-on-year and up 16.6 per cent

on-month. In terms of revenue, the

IT firm reported Rs 46,402 crore

in Q4 FY26, up 13.4 per cent from

Rs 40,925 crore in the same quar-

ter last year. On a sequential ba-

sis, revenue rose 2 per cent from

Rs 45,479 crore in the December

quarter.

The company maintained its op-

erating margin at around 21 per

cent on a yearly basis, while mar-

gins improved to 21 per cent in

Q4 FY26 from 18.4 per cent in the

previous quarter.

Gross profit rose 16.1 per cent

year-on-year to Rs 14,344 crore,

while total operating expenses in-

creased 21.9 per cent to Rs 4,601

crore. Infosys’ voluntary attri-

tion rate rose to 12.6 per cent in

Q4 FY26 from 12.3 per cent in

the previous quarter, though it

declined from 14.1 per cent in

the year-ago period. The

company’s headcount declined

by 8,440 sequentially to

3,28,594 in the March quar-

ter, it said in a post-market

exchange filing.

For FY27, the company has

pegged revenue growth of up

to 3.5 per cent in constant

currency and operating mar-

gins of 20-22 per cent.

New Delhi, Oct 8 : Institu-

tional investment into Indian

real estate reached $5.9 billion

in the first three quarters of

2026 (January-September), up

39 per cent year-on-year and

marked the strongest nine-

month total in recent years, a

Institutional real estate inflows
in India touch $5.9 billion in Jan-Sep: Report

report said on Thursday.  The report

from Colliers India said domestic in-

vestors drove the rally, contributing

$3.5 billion and accounting for close

to 60 per cent of the total investments

during the period.

Indian real estate has largely remained

resilient to external volatilities.

New Delhi, Oct 8 : India is

preparing a production-linked

incentive (PLI) scheme to pro-

mote domestic manufacturing

of polysilicon, a key raw ma-

terial used in solar photo-

India plans PLI scheme for polysilicon
manufacturing to reduce solar import dependence

voltaic panels, as the government

seeks to strengthen the country's

clean energy supply chain and re-

duce dependence on imports from

China.  Speaking at a Confedera-

tion of Indian Industry (CII).

Mumbai, Oct 8 : In the upcom-

ing first board meeting under the

leadership of newly appointed

Chairperson Tuhin Kanta

Pandey, the Securities and Ex-

change Board of India (SEBI) is

slated to discuss several major

regulatory proposals.

The agenda on the cards includes

UPI-like protections for demat

accounts, ensuring the indepen-

dence of clearing corporations,

expanding the scope of qualified

institutional buyers (QIBs), and

changes in fee collection by re-

search analysts.

To enhance investor security, the

SEBI has proposed implement-

Big reforms on agenda of
upcoming SEBI board meet

ing a system similar to the Uni-

fied Payments Interface (UPI) for

demat accounts. The proposal, in-

troduced on Thursday, suggests

that each investor’s unique client

code be linked to the SIM of a

mobile phone.

This move aims to prevent

unauthorised access, identity theft,

SIM spoofing, and fraud.

The independence of clearing cor-

porations (CCs) from their parent

stock exchanges is another key

issue on SEBI’s agenda.

In November 2024, SEBI board

member Ananth Narayan high-

lighted the need for a review of

the existing structure.
Bengaluru, Oct 8 : India’s media

market is experiencing rapid growth,

driven by increasing digital con-

sumption, evolving audience prefer-

ences and advancements in data-

driven insights, global audience-mea-

surement company Nielsen said on

Thursday, as it inaugurated new of-

fices in the domestic market to drive

innovation.  Nielsen inaugurated its

new offices in Mumbai and

Global major Nielsen
bullish on India, opens new
offices to boost innovation

Bengaluru to expand operations, drive

growth and build on its tech innovation

capabilities in India.

Located in Goregaon in Mumbai and

Whitefield in Bengaluru, this move is

part of the company’s broader vision to

strengthen presence in the region, driv-

ing business growth and enhancing op-

erations.

New Delhi, Oct 8 : Elon Musk on

Thursday said a massive cyber attack

has hit his X social media platform, that

disabled millions of users across the

globe, including in India, from access-

ing the popular platform.

A massive cyberattack hits
X, tracing those behind it : Elon Musk

07 THE INDIAN MAIL
www.theindianmail.in

09 OCTOBER 2026

FRIDAY, VIJAYAWADA BUSINESS MAIL

New Delhi, Oct 8 : Traders’ bod-

ies have requested the National

Payments Corporation of India

(NPCI) to defer the rollout of re-

cently announced merchant dis-

count rates (MDR) on Unified

Payments Interface (UPI) transac-

tions scheduled for October 15,

according to a report.

The report from NDTV Profit --

citing sources -- said trade asso-

ciations proposed delaying the

new charges until after the festive

season or into early next year, cit-

ing concerns about the impact on

merchants during a peak sales pe-

riod. NPCI, which designed the

revised MDR framework in con-

sultation with stakeholders, has

not yet taken a decision.

Seoul, Oct 8 : South Korean

shares pared earlier gains late

on Thursday morning as for-

eign investors continued to

sell big-cap tech shares de-

spite bargain hunting by re-

tail and institutional inves-

tors.  After opening 0.76 per

cent higher, the benchmark

Korea Composite Stock

Price Index (KOSPI) added

25.15 points, or 0.4 per cent,

at 6,283.92 as of as of 11.20

am, reports Yonhap news

agency. Foreign investors

sold nearly 619.7 billion won

(US$437.8 million), offset-

ting a combined 598.2 billion

won worth of buying by re-

tail and institutional inves-

tors.

The KOSPI ended lower for

a second straight session Fri-

Traders' bodies urge NPCI to
defer new MDR framework beyond Oct 15

Under the new rules, a flat levy of

Rs 5 will apply to select merchant

categories for UPI payments

above Rs 2,000, while large mer-

chant payments above Rs 2,000

will attract a fee of 0.4 per cent,

capped at Rs 300, NPCI had said.

Capital-market payments, such as

mutual funds and securities trans-

actions, will face a lower MDR of

0.02 per cent, also subject to a Rs

300 cap per transaction.

NPCI estimates the changes will

affect only about 4 per cent of

merchant transactions, leaving

over 95 per cent of person-to-mer-

chant UPI payments outside the

MDR framework. Small mer-

chants using peer-to-peer mer-

chant models will continue to en-

joy zero MDR. No monthly

quota or cap is imposed on free

UPI usage for individual users,

and they can continue to make

UPI payments without an MDR

charge on transactions within the

applicable free framework.

The revised structure also cre-

ates a dedicated fund to promote

UPI acceptance among small

merchants, with 5 per cent of

total MDR collections ear-

marked for the initiative. MDR

revenue will be shared among

players and is intended to sup-

port UPI expansion,

cybersecurity and innovation.

Banks have been advised to en-

sure merchants do not pass MDR

charges on to customers.

Seoul shares pare gains on foreign selling
day, weighed down by foreign

selling. On Thursday (local time),

Wall Street advanced, following

U.S. job reports. The Dow Jones

Industrial Average rose 0.28 per-

cent, while the S&amp;P 500

added 0.62 percent to a fresh

record. The tech-heavy Nasdaq

Composite Index increased 1.3

percent. Korean technology stocks

remained the bulwark of the mar-

ket. After opening higher, market

bellwether Samsung Electronics

inched down 0.11 percent, while

its chipmaking rival SK hynix

climbed 0.84 percent. The Korean

won was trading at 1,414.8 won

against the U.S. dollar as of 11:20

a.m., down 5.3 won from the pre-

vious session's close. In Seoul,

technology stocks led the gains,

with individual and institutional

investors snapping up shares on

bargain hunting. Market bell-

wether Samsung Electronics

rose 2.49 percent, and its

chipmaking rival SK hynix

climbed 3.94 percent.

The Korean won was trading

at 1,412.1 won against the U.S.

dollar as of 9:15 a.m., down

2.6 won from the previous

session's close. Meanwhile,

President Lee Jae Myung was

set to preside over a meeting

Monday to discuss ways to

promptly implement a large-

scale investment initiative for

semiconductor manufacturing

facilities and artificial intelli-

gence (AI) data centres. The

meeting will discuss support for

the prompt implementation of

the investment plans, as well as

ways to spread the benefits from

the investments.
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Hopes, Haddin move on
from Punjab Kings, franchise
to search for three roles
New Delhi, Oct 8 : Australian

coaches James Hopes and Brad

Haddin have moved on from IPL

franchise Punjab Kings following

Sairaj Bahutule's exit, IANS has

learnt.

Hopes served as the fast-bowling

coach of the Ricky Ponting-led sup-

port staff, while Haddin was the

fielding coach with the Kings. The

two have landed jobs in state teams

in Australia, and PBKS will now

have to find three replacements be-

fore the next season after Bahutule

also left his spin-bowling coach role

to join the Indian team as spin coach

under Gautam Gambhir.

"Yes, Haddin and Hopes have

moved on from Punjab Kings. Af-

ter IPL 2026, they joined local state

teams in Australia as head coaches.

Hopes has taken over as

Queensland head coach and will

hold the same position in BBL side

Brisbane Heat. Haddin, meanwhile,

has taken over as NSW men's head

coach and could get a BBL coach-

ing role," an IPL source told IANS.

Meanwhile, the source added that

the franchise will hunt for the

coaches.

Carlos Alcaraz 'ready to take
challenge' at Shanghai Masters after Tokyo win
Shanghai, Oct 8 : World No.3 Carlos

Alcaraz highlighted the importance of

staying mentally fresh as he gears up

for the Shanghai Masters challenge with

the 2026 season approaching its close.

Alcaraz, who was out of action for over

four months due to his wrist injury, re-

cently returned to winning ways after

bagging the Japan Open title in Tokyo,

an ATP 500 event.

He now gears up for the eighth ATP

Masters 1000 event of the year in

Shanghai and looks to be mentally fresh

and ready to take the challenge on. "I'm

feeling fresh mentally, which for me it's

the most important thing,” Alcaraz said

in his pre-tournament press conference,

as quoted by ATP. "I'm ready to take

the challenge of this tournament. If we

see a couple years back, probably this

swing or this part of the season,

it's never been my best one.

"Right now, I just want to be in

a good state for this tournament,

because I really want to win the

tournaments, this one and the

tournaments that I have in a

couple months at least one day.

So right now, I think it's an ex-

tra boost that I have for the rest

of the season," he added.

Alcaraz returned to action at the

US Open 2026, where he

showed his form with a

quarterfinal appearance but

failed to defend the title as he

fell to American Ben Shelton.

He then was in action in Tokyo,

where he won his third tour-

level title of the year.

Zverev credits team trust as
German targets Shanghai success, No. 1 breakthrough
Shanghai, Oct 8 : Alexander

Zverev’s remarkable 2026 cam-

paign has brought him closer

than ever to the summit of

men’s tennis, but the German

believes the foundation of his

success lies away from the

spotlight.

The 29-year-old German has

reached new heights in 2026,

winning two major titles and

moving to within touching distance of becoming

the 30th player to rise to No. 1 in the history of the

ATP Rankings (since 1973).

Yet as Zverev prepares to begin his Shanghai cam-

paign against Wu Yibing on Friday, his thoughts

are less about rankings and more about the people

who have remained alongside him throughout his

journey. “We have all been fighting and working

extremely hard for the same goals, and to achieve

it together is even more special,” Zverev told ATP

Media.

Adams, Guptill join NZ Women's
coaching group for Australia T20Is
Chirtchurch, Oct 8 : New Zealand have added former greats Martin

Guptill and Andre Adams to their women's coaching setup for the

upcoming T20I series against Australia. The duo will join interim coach

Dean Brownlie in a new-look coaching group for the three-match T20I

series that commences in Sydney on October 18, with the trio taking

charge following the recent departure of long-time coach Ben Saw-

yer. Guptill, who represented New Zealand on 367 occasions, will

provide specialist batting and fielding support throughout the series

in lieu of Craig McMillan, who is recovering from back surgery. I’m

really excited to be joining the WHITE

FERNS and looking forward to working

with such a talented group of players,”

Guptill was quoted by NZC.

FIA concludes investigation into Bahrain GP
software bug, too keep fixes in place for Singapore
New Delhi, Oct 8 : The FIA has concluded

its investigation into the Bahrain Grand Prix

in Malaysia software bug and has confirmed

that it will keep the software fixes in place

for the Singapore GP this weekend.

A software bug had delayed the start of the

Bahrain GP last weekend after heavy rain

pushed the start back. The cars were to per-

form two formation laps before the start of

the Grand Prix in Sepang, but the bug de-

layed the proceedings further.

As the cars took their formation lap, some

of the machines slowed down considerably,

with the likes of Max Verstappen, Lewis

Hamilton, Sergio Pérez and Nico Hulkenberg

suffering speed issues. Some cars crawled

as the start of the race was delayed further.

The FIA said that those cars experienced an

unintended loss of power when they were

operating at low engine speeds in sections

of the circuit where a 250kW power reduc-

tion had been applied. "As a result, the con-

figuration established for the Sepang event

will be reinstated for the

Singapore Grand Prix

should similar weather

conditions be expected.

Additionally, a further

update to the wet

weather software will

be released for the

United States Grand

Prix on October 25," the

FIA said in a statement.

"The review also rec-

ommended that mea-

sures would be imple-

mented for testing of the

software, recognising

that opportunities for

testing are limited, to

make it as robust as pos-

sible. The FIA, together

with the teams and

Power Unit Manufac-

turers (PUMs).

Australia look to bury sandpaper
ghosts as they return to South Africa

New Delhi, Oct 8 : For the first time

since that infamous incident shook Aus-

tralian cricket and the world cricket on

a broader scale, Australia return to South

Africa for the first time for a Test se-

ries.

Only six survivors from the 2018 series,

which Australia lost 1-3, are still in the

squad for the upcoming three-match

series that starts on Friday in Durban.

The famous pace trio (Mitchell Starc,

Pat Cummins and Josh Hazlewood),

Nathan Lyon and their then-skipper

and now stand-in captain Steve Smith

are the five that played that infamous

Cape Town Test, still present with the

team.

Renshaw is the sixth survivor from the

series. Although he did not play in any

of the first three Tests, he was sent an

SOS call ahead of the fourth Test af-

ter the Aussies were rocked by the

ball-tampering scandal during the

Cape Town third Test. Coming into

South Africa for the 2026 series.

La Liga: Injury, fatigue
loom as competition returns
after international break
Madrid, Oct 8 :

Football's premier com-

petition, La Liga, returns

Friday after a lengthy in-

ternational break, with

several clubs facing in-

jury concerns and poten-

tial fatigue among play-

ers who have been away

on international duty for

nearly three weeks.

The round opens with

Malaga hosting Espanyol

as the home side searches

for its first win since re-

turning to the top flight.
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