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'You made whole country happy':

Sinner congratulates

Antonelli on winning 2026 F1 title
Italian tennis star Jannik Sinner

congratulated fellow countryman

Kimi Antonelli on becoming the

youngest-ever Formula 1...

Yes Bank rejects wilful

disobedience charge over delay in

restoring Rs 8,415 crore AT-1 bonds
Yes Bank has rejected allegations

of wilful disobedience levelled by

Axis Trustee Services over the

delay in reinstating...

The goal is to transform Hyderabad

into a clean, traffic-free city: CM Revanth
Hyderabad, Nov 2 : Telangana Chief Minister Revanth

Reddy has clearly stated his goal of transforming

Hyderabad into a clean, traffic-free city. He has directed

officials to ensure that no trash is visible anywhere in

the city. He further emphasized that door-to-door waste

collection must take place every single day.

He warned that strict action would be taken if there is

any negligence in this regard. CM Revanth Reddy held

a review meeting with senior officials of the Munici-

pal Department on Monday. During the meeting, he

provided directives concerning waste management and

traffic issues.

On this occasion, CM Revanth Reddy directed offi-

cials to make special arrangements for the removal of

construction waste in Hyderabad, emphasizing that

measures must be taken to ensure the process proceeds

without any issues. He also suggested expanding the

supply of treated water via 'green tankers,' instructing

that such treated water be used for purposes like con-

struction activities, park maintenance, and the upkeep

of greenery. It was emphasized that there is a need to

increase the supply of 'green water' (recycled/treated

water) within the limits of the GHMC, as well as the

CMC and MMC areas.

We will uproot the Congress in
Telangana, Amit Shah at the 'Maha Padayatra'

Hyderabad, Nov 2 : Union Home Minister Amit

Shah participated in the 'Maha Padayatra' (grand

foot march) organized by the BJP—themed "Let us

protect democracy and put an end to lawlessness"—

and energized the party cadre. He urged the public

to join him in raising slogans, emphasizing that this

is essential to bring the saffron party to power in

Telangana. Following this, Amit

Shah addressed a public meet-

ing. Speaking on this occasion,

he stated that the Congress gov-

ernment in Telangana should be

uprooted entirely. He called for

protecting democracy and put-

ting an end to the anarchic forces

in the state. The Union Home

Minister expressed confidence

that the BJP would soon come

to power in Telangana.

Subsequently, Amit Shah lashed

out at the Congress party. He

criticized the rally held by the

party in Delhi, stating that it was

not a 'Save the Vote' (Vote

Bachao) rally, but rather an attempt to protect infiltra-

tors. "Rahul Gandhi himself is an infiltrator. The Con-

gress views infiltrators as a vote bank. Shouldn't the votes

of infiltrators be removed? If an individual has two votes,

shouldn't one be removed?" he asked. He further attacked

Rahul Gandhi, alleging that he gets deeply agitated when-

ever fraudulent votes are being removed.

Rs 150 crore funds

sanctioned for Hyderabad Metro Phase-2
Hyderabad, Nov  2: The state government has

brought good news for the city's residents by re-

leasing Rs 150 crore for the Hyderabad Metro

Phase-2 project. Administrative approval has

been granted for the release of these funds in the

form of a loan. It may be recalled that the gov-

ernment had allocated Rs 500 crore for the Metro

in the 2026-27 budget; as a first installment, it

has now given the green signal for the release of

Rs 125 crore. Government Order (GO) Rt. No.

990 has been issued to this effect. Furthermore,

officials have been instructed to submit a report

on the utilization of these funds every

month. The funds released by the govern-

ment will accelerate the metro expansion

work. As part of the Hyderabad Metro

Phase-2, the government has proposed the

construction of several corridors.

Police crack the case of a Jogini's

murder in Choutuppal; two arrested
Yadadri, Nov  2 : Police have solved the

murder case of Jogini Sudhakar in

Choutuppal, located within the district. Two

individuals, Pawan and Harshith, have been

arrested for their involvement in the crime.

Free training in Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Cloud

Computing under the Telangana AI and Cloud Skilling

Initiative: Minister for IT and Industries D. Sridhar Babu
One lakh students across

Telangana will receive free train-

ing in Artificial Intelligence (AI)

and Cloud Computing...

Crop insurance should be aligned

with natural disasters : CM Chandrababu
Amaravati, Nov  2 : Chief Minister

Chandrababu Naidu held a review

meeting regarding crop insurance. Of-

ficials informed him that insurance cov-

erage has been provided for 22 types

of crops during the Kharif season and

16 types during the Rabi season. The

Chief Minister directed that crop insur-

ance should be structured to account

for natural disasters and weather con-

ditions. Representatives from insurance

companies stated that coverage has

been extended to commercial crops

such as groundnuts, cotton, and toma-

toes. The Chief Minister announced

that the government is providing both

crop insurance and input subsidies. He

emphasized the need to encourage

farmers to opt for crop insurance so that

they do not face any difficulties. With

the Kharif cropping season drawing to

a close, Chief Minister Chandrababu

Naidu stressed the importance of cre-

ating awareness among the farmers.

SEC has become

subservient to Chandrababu

Naidu, alleges Jagan
Amaravati, Nov 2 : Former

Andhra Pradesh Chief

Minister and YSR Congress

Party President Y.S. Jagan

Mohan Reddy on Monday

accused the Andhra Pradesh

State Election Commission

(SEC) of acting in favour of

the ruling Telugu Desam

Party (TDP) and failing to

ensure free and fair munici-

pal elections.  In a social me-

dia post, he said the SEC,

which is meant to protect

democracy.

Andhra municipal polls:

Repolling on in 13 polling stations of 7 ULBs
Amaravati, Nov 2 :

Repolling was on in a

few polling stations in

seven Urban Local Bod-

ies in Andhra Pradesh

on Monday. The State

Election Commission

(SEC) ordered the re-

poll in 13 polling sta-

tions spread across

seven Urban Local Bod-

ies in five district, fol-

lowing complaints of

massive rigging during

the voting held on Sun-

day.  Re-polling was be-

ing held in eight polling

stations in YSR Kadapa district, two in Palnadu dis-

trict and one each in Anantapur, Tirupati and Prakasam

districts. Re-poll was being conducted in four stations

of Pulivendula Municipality, three polling stations of

Jammalamadugu Municipality and one polling cen-

tre of Kadapa Municipal Corporation.

Tight security arrangements have been made in these

Urban Local Bodies to ensure peaceful, free and fair

polling. State Election Commissioner, Anil Chandra

Punetha, ordered re-poll in four polling stations of

four wards in Pulivendula Municipality, where

booth capturing had taken place on Sunday. He said

the election process in the polling stations was vi-

tiated and thereby deprived the voters of the right

to exercise their franchise. After taking all mate-

rial circumstances into account, the State Election

Commission in exercise.

Cyclone Murasu

heading towards Andhra Pradesh
Amaravati, Nov 2 :  The Andhra Pradesh

State Disaster Management Authority

(APSDMA) has stated that a severe cy-

clonic storm, 'Murasu,' which has formed

over the west-central Bay of Bengal, is

heading towards Andhra Pradesh. It is ex-

pected to make landfall near Ongole some-

time between midnight on November 2 and

the early hours of November 3. The cy-

clone has been moving at a speed of 14

kmph over the last six hours, the authority

added. The Andhra Pradesh State Disas-

ter Management Authority (APSDMA)

stated that the cyclone is currently centered

120 km from Nellore, 140 km from Kavali.

I felt deeply distressed within the YSRCP; I will launch a third alternative party in AP: Vijayasai
Vijayawada, Nov  2:

Former MP Vijayasai

Reddy has indicated

that he has experi-

enced significant dis-

tress within the

YSRCP. Speaking to the media on

Monday, he announced the emer-

gence of a third alternative politi-

cal party, with the well-being and

development of Andhra Pradesh

as its primary objective. He stated

that the name of the new party will

be revealed on the 11th of this

month, and added that he intends

to work towards ensuring that

power is granted to all sections of

society. He stated that he and O.V.

Ramana had served on

the TTD Board, and he

expressed a sense of

personal satisfaction

in having effectively

contributed.



02 THE INDIAN MAIL
www.theindianmail.in

03 NOVEMBER 2026

TUESDAY, HYDERABAD GENERAL NEWS

Guwahati, Nov 2 : Assam

Governor Lakshman Prasad

Acharya on Monday called

for greater cooperation

among states and Union Ter-

ritories, emphasising that

India's diversity, cultural rich-

ness and collective efforts are

central to achieving the vision

of a developed nation by

2047.  The Governor was

speaking at the State Founda-

tion Day celebrations of

Rajiv Ranjan Singh to

launch projects worth Rs 251.56 lakh in Sikkim

Chandigarh, Nov 2 : In a major

development in Punjab's ruling

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP),

Amritsar North MLA, Kunwar

Vijay Pratap Singh, resigned on

Monday, following in the foot-

steps of two other MLAs who re-

signed the previous day.

Singh, a former IPS officer, also

sent his resignation letter to the

Punjab Assembly Speaker on

Monday.

He was suspended by the AAP for

five years in June 2025 for alleged

anti-party activities as he had op-

posed the arrest of Shiromani

Akali Dal (SAD) leader Bikram

Singh Majithia in a Disproportion-

ate Assets case.

Sharing the information on X,

Singh said that he will remain "in-

debted to you until my last breath

for the love and respect you have

shown me", referring to the people

New Delhi, Nov 2 : Union

Minister Rajiv Ranjan Singh

is set to inaugurate projects

and initiatives worth Rs

251.56 lakh in Sikkim to

strengthen dairy development

and livestock infrastructure,

an official statement said on

Monday.  The minister will

visit Gangtok and Mangan

districts of Sikkim from No-

vember 2-3.

During the visit, he will re-

view dairy development ini-

tiatives and inaugurate a mi-

crobiology laboratory for the

Sikkim Milk Union under the

National Programme for

Dairy Development (NPDD).

He will also launch initiatives

for the establishment of 57

new Dairy Cooperative Soci-

eties (DCSs) under White

Revolution 2.0 and distribute reg-

istration certificates to five newly

registered DCSs.

Additionally, the formation of 15

new DCSs in North Sikkim will

be launched, enabling more dairy

farmers to become part of the co-

operative dairy network. A trace-

ability initiative for Churpi cheese

manufactured in Gangtok and

Jorethang will also be unveiled,

said the statement.

The minister will further promote

two Fodder Plus Farmer Producer

Organisations (FPOs) for the

Sikkim Milk Union under the

Government of India's 10,000

FPO Scheme.

He will also unveil new products,

including organic honey, Niger

seed-blended powder, and organic

biscuits and sweets made from

millets and buckwheat, marking a

significant step towards product

diversification and value addition.

Sikkim has played a significant

role in dairy development in the

Northeastern Region (NER), with

milk production of approximately

89.35 thousand metric tonnes and

per capita milk availability of

around 352 grams per day during

2024–25.

To support the growth of the dairy

sector in the state, DAHD has re-

leased Rs 7,093.99 lakh under the

Rashtriya Gokul Mission (RGM)

since 2014. Furthermore, a special

project worth Rs 2,763.92 lakh

has been sanctioned for the de-

velopment and conservation of

the indigenous Siri cattle

breed. For the development

and conservation of yak in

Sikkim, an amount of Rs 100

lakh was released during

2023–24. Additionally, Rs

100 lakh has been released

during the current financial

year 2026–27 for the procure-

ment of High Genetic Merit

(HGM) yak bulls under the

Rashtriya Gokul Mission.

Kunwar Vijay Pratap Singh

resigns from AAP; 3rd MLA to do so in two days

of the state. "With your coopera-

tion and the blessings of the Al-

mighty, we must all unite in a

collective effort to rise above the

politics of lanes and ribbon-cut-

ting, and transform Punjab—

trapped by drugs, extortion,

gangsterism, and corruption—

back into a progressive and be-

loved state," he said.

Singh asserted that he had

achieved "90 per cent targets",

adding that his "greatest achieve-

ment" is "ending the 'mai-baap'

culture in politics and working

by considering the public as my

source of inspiration".

"In the Punjab Legislative As-

sembly, I always raised the voice

of Amritsaris and boldly ad-

dressed issues from water and

sewage to Circuit House, Com-

pany Bagh, dirty drains, Guru

Nanak Dev University.

Assam Governor celebrates
foundation days of seven states, UTs

Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,

Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh,

Tamil Nadu, Chandigarh and

Puducherry, organised by Lok

Bhavan Assam, at the Srimanta

Sankardev International Audito-

rium in Guwahati.

Extending his greetings to the

people of the seven states and

Union Territories, Governor

Acharya said every region has its

own distinct historical legacy, cul-

tural identity and traditions, but all

remain united by a common

national spirit. He added that

India's strength lies in its di-

versity, with every state mak-

ing an equally important con-

tribution to the country's

overall development and

progress. Highlighting their

achievements in agriculture,

technology, education, art,

culture and spiritual tradi-

tions, the Governor said the

exchange of best practices.

Jaipur, Nov 2 : Dharmendra

Mehta, a resident of

Rajasthan’s Neemrana, who

found a mention in Prime Min-

ister Narendra Modi’s address

during an event in Rajasthan

recently, has vowed to spread

awareness about solar energy

production.

Dharmendra Mehta, a resident

of Sanoli village in Neemrana

and some other people were

praised by PM Modi for doing

excellent work in solar energy

production. This shot him and

others into the limelight.

PM-KUSUM beneficiary,

praised by PM Modi,

vows to raise awareness

about solar energy

New Delhi/Imphal, Nov 2 :

Congress President

Mallikarjun Kharge on Mon-

day appointed eight addi-

tional General Secretaries

and 25 Secretaries for the

Manipur Pradesh Congress

Committee (MPCC) as part

of the party's organisational

revamp ahead of the As-

sembly elections due early

next year, party leaders

said.

All India Congress Com-

mittee (AICC) General

Secretary K.C. Venugopal,

in a statement, said that the

Congress President has ap-

proved the proposal to ap-

point eight additional Gen-

eral Secretaries and 25 Sec-

retaries to the Manipur

Pradesh Congress Commit-

tee.

Congress revamps

Manipur unit, appoints 33

office-bearers ahead of polls

Bhopal, Nov 2 : The Madhya

Pradesh Police is focusing on

strengthening the use of foren-

sic and digital evidence in

criminal investigations to im-

prove the quality of probes and

make evidence more effective

MP Police trains investigators

to make forensic, digital evidence court-ready
in courts.  As part of the ini-

tiative, the Crime Investiga-

tion Department (CID) con-

ducted a three-day training

workshop at the Police Head-

quarters in Bhopal, which

concluded on Monday.

Rajkot, Nov 2 : Thirty-eight

people, including 35 guests and

three hotel employees, have

been booked under the Gujarat

Prohibition Act after police

raided a birthday party at a ho-

tel on Kalawad Road in Rajkot

district, where liquor was alleg-

edly being consumed, officials

said.  The Local Crime Branch

38 booked after police raid on
birthday party at Gujarat hotel; 11 liquor bottles seized

(LCB) conducted the raid on Sat-

urday night following a tip-off,

officials said on Monday. Police

conducted breathalyser tests at the

venue and subsequently collected

blood samples of 98 people, in-

cluding guests and hotel staff, at

the Rajkot Civil Hospital.

An FIR was registered against 38

people after the tests.

"Those who tested positive for al-

cohol consumption in the on-the-

spot breathalyser tests were

booked under the Gujarat Prohi-

bition Act. Around 30 women

were also present at the party, but

none tested positive for alcohol

consumption," Deputy Commis-

sioner of Police (Zone 2) Rakesh

Desai said.

Mizoram CM directs strict use of
legal provisions to unearth graft
Aizawl, Nov 2 : Mizoram Chief Minister

Lalduhoma on Monday directed officials to

strictly utilise the provisions of law to de-

tect and curb corruption and other malprac-

tices. The Chief Minister urged the officials

to carry out every investigation without fear

or favour. Emphasising the necessity of in-

ter-departmental synergy, Lalduhoma added

that he has directed all government depart-

ments to extend their full cooperation.

The Chief Minister on Thursday inaugurated

the "Training-cum-Workshop on the Preven-

tion of Corruption

Act, 1988,"

organised by the

Vigilance Depart-

ment for the

M i z o r a m

Lokayukta, the

Anti-Corruption

Bureau (ACB), and

the Mizoram Po-

lice.

While addressing

the programme, the Chief Minister stated

that out of a desire to establish a transpar-

ent and clean government, the administra-

tion has moved swiftly to strengthen the

Lokayukta; sanctions have been accorded

for the purchase of new vehicles for the

ACB, and vehicle entitlements have been

granted to Lokayukta Inquiry Officers.

Mehsana, Nov 2 : More than 26 tonnes of fen-

nel seeds suspected of being adulterated with

non-edible chemical colouring have been seized

near Unjha in Mehsana district, with authorities

launching legal action against those involved as

part of Gujarat's ongoing drive against food adul-

teration.

The seizure, valued at approximately Rs 19.6

lakh, was made by the Flying Squad of the Food

and Drugs Control Administration (FDCA) dur-

ing surprise inspections at Unava village near

Unjha, a major fennel trading hub in the state.

The party was organised by

Chirag Patel to celebrate his birth-

day.

Police seized 11 empty and filled

750 ml bottles of Indian Made

Foreign Liquor (IMFL) belonging

to different brands during the raid.

"Chirag Patel had organised

the party to celebrate his birth-

day. During the raid, we seized

11 bottles of IMFL, some

empty and others containing

liquor. No other intoxicating

substances were found. Most

of those attending the party

were residents of Rajkot and

neighbouring Morbi," Desai

added. Of the 38 people

booked, 35 were male guests

who attended the party, while

the remaining three were ho-

tel employees.

Over 26 tonnes of suspected

adulterated fennel seeds seized in Gujarat's Mehsana
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Field level investigation should be conducted on every complaint

and speedy justice should be done to the victims : District SP D. Janaki
Mahbub Nagar, Nov 1 : As part

of the public radio program orga-

nized every Monday for the con-

venience of the people, the dis-

trict SP D. Janaki spoke directly

to the complainants from all

over the district at the district

police headquarters on Monday

and inquired about their prob-

lems. The SP said that besides

bringing the police depart-

ment closer to the people, we

are working with the aim of

solving public problems

quickly. Officers and staff are

advised to treat the complain-

ants who come to the police

stations with courtesy, listen

to their problems patiently

and receive the complaints.

'Health of the girl from Raptadu is
improving' : Minister Lokesh posts on X

Anantapur, Nov 2 : Minister

Nara Lokesh took to X (for-

merly Twitter) to address the

health condition of the girl who

was severely injured in the

Raptadu incident. He expressed

his happiness, noting that the

girl’s health is gradually im-

proving. He described this as

welcome news that will bring

great relief to everyone who has

been praying for her speedy re-

covery. The Minister also con-

veyed his wishes for the girl to

recover quickly.

"This morning, doctors at Manipal

Hospital in Bengaluru shared some

very heartening news. The young

girl, who was severely injured in

an attack by a deranged individual

in Raptadu, is showing gradual

improvement in her health. She is

now able to understand the doc-

tors' instructions and respond ac-

cordingly. I am overjoyed to learn

that her condition is improving."

"This is welcome news—not just

for me, but for everyone who has

been praying for the

student’s speedy recovery.

I sincerely hope she recov-

ers completely and returns

to us with a smile," Minis-

ter Lokesh posted on X.

Raptadu Zilla Parishad

High School reopened

nearly two days after the

incident in which a tenth-

grade student was attacked.

More than 350 students are

enrolled at the school;

however, student atten-

dance has declined following the

attack on the tenth-grade student.

Out of more than 350 students, only

10 attended.

Flood threat to Gundlakamma and Rallapadu

reservoirs! : Minister Nimmala issues key directives
Amaravati, Nov  2: In the wake of

the current situation in the state,

Minister for Water Resources Devel-

opment Nimmala Rama Naidu held

a teleconference with senior officials

and provided them with necessary

instructions. The Minister stated that

heavy rains are expected in the

Nagarjuna Sagar catchment area,

which could lead to an influx of

floodwater into the Gundlakamma

and Rallapadu reservoirs. Minister

Nimmala has directed officials in the

combined Guntur, Prakasam, and

Nellore districts to remain on high

alert. He instructed them to continu-

ously monitor water inflows into the

reservoirs and emphasized the

need to coordinate with other

departments to implement

stringent precautionary mea-

sures.

Chennai, Nov 2 : Ahead of Deepavali, the

Tamil Nadu government has disbursed Rs

167.12 crore towards bonus and ex-gratia pay-

ments to 1,06,001 employees of the State Trans-

port Corporations for the financial year 2025–

26, following directions from Chief Minister

C. Joseph Vijay.  Transport Minister Vijay

Tamizhan Parthiban announced on Monday that

the Deepavali bonus had been credited directly

to the bank accounts of eligible employees

across the state.  In an official statement, the

government said the decision was aimed at

recognising the contribution of transport work-

ers and extending financial benefits to them

ahead of the festival.

The government highlighted the crucial role

played by the eight State Transport Corpora-

tions in ensuring affordable and accessible

transportation, particularly for people living in

rural and economically disadvantaged areas.

According to the statement, the corporations

collectively operate 21,333 buses across more

than 10,172 routes, connecting villages, towns

and major urban centres throughout Tamil

Nadu. These services cater to approximately

2.18 crore passengers daily, making the state-

run transport network one of the most impor-

tant components of Tamil Nadu's public infra-

structure. Significantly, nearly 72 per cent of

passengers travel either free of charge or at

concessional fares under various government-

supported schemes.  The government said these

concessions have helped improve mobility

among women, students, senior citizens and

TN govt disburses Rs 167.12 cr
Deepavali bonus to over 1.06 lakh transport employees

other eligible sections of so-

ciety while ensuring that

public transportation re-

mains affordable. The state-

ment emphasised that trans-

port employees play an in-

dispensable role in sustain-

ing daily operations despite

the challenges involved in

managing such a vast net-

work.

Recognising their contribu-

tion, the Chief Minister di-

rected the authorities to re-

lease the Deepavali bonus

and ex-gratia payments for

the 2025–26 financial year.

The government said the fi-

nancial assistance was in-

tended to motivate employ-

ees, acknowledge their ser-

vices and strengthen morale

across the transport corpora-

tions.  The payments are ex-

pected to provide financial

relief to thousands of trans-

port workers and their fami-

lies ahead of Deepavali cel-

ebrations. The government

also underlined the impor-

tance of an efficient public

transport system in support-

ing economic activity, facili-

tating workforce mobility

and connecting rural com-

munities with employment,

education and healthcare fa-

cilities.  With millions de-

pending on government

buses every day, the admin-

istration reiterated its com-

mitment to maintaining reli-

able transport services while

recognising the contribution.

Mumbai, Nov 2 : Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman on Monday expressed confidence that

the issues within the Tata Group, including differ-

ences over the re-appointment of its chairman and

the proposed listing of Tata Sons, would be resolved

amicably through internal discussions.

Will assess FPI demands on LTCG tax; expects

Tata Trusts-Tata Sons issues to be settled amicably : FM Sitharaman
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New Delhi, Nov 2 : Union

Labour &amp; Employment

Minister Mansukh Mandaviya

on Monday launched EPFO's

WhatsApp service to enable EPF

subscribers to access their PF

balance, latest five transactions,

and passbook information.

Besides, they will also receive

personalised guidance and assis-

tance in completing PMVBRY-

related requirements.

Addressing the 74th Foundation

Day celebration of the Employ-

ees' Provident Fund Organisation

(EPFO) here, the minister said

the WhatsApp service will make

routine services accessible

through a familiar mobile plat-

form and reduce the need to visit

EPFO offices. Besides, subscrib-

ers with Aadhaar-verified inop-

erative EPF accounts with bal-

ances up to Rs 1,000 will not be

Y
SR Congress Party president and former

Chief Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy on

Sunday alleged that democracy was mur-

dered in broad daylight during the Municipal elec-

tions in Andhra Pradesh as TDP workers occupied

polling booths, drove out YSRCP agents and resorted

to widespread rigging with police support.  He told

IANS that YSRCP agents were not allowed in 70 out

of the 80 polling booths in Pulivendula. “In a democ-

racy, if opposition party agents are not allowed to sit

inside polling booths, who will identify the voters?

No one will be there to identify them because YSRCP

polling agents have either been forcibly removed from

the booths or denied entry into the polling stations,”

he said. YS Jagan, who arrived in his home town of

Pulivendula in YSR Kadapa district to cast his vote

in municipal elections, sat on protest in front of the

Returning Officer’s office, demanding a repoll. “Is

this democracy? Are we even functioning in a demo-

cratic system?” asked Jagan, who was accompanied

by the displaced agents of the party.

He alleged that TDP workers occupied booths from

as early as 4 a.m., intimidated voters and prevented

YSRCP agents from entering polling stations. Chair-

person candidate Prameelamma was attacked, poll-

ing agent Sunanda suffered a fractured hand, and

voters arriving at polling centres were stopped, threat-

ened and sent back after their voter slips were forc-

ibly taken away. Bogus votes were cast even before

genuine voters arrived, while police assisted TDP

workers and carried out lathi-charges at several

places. A YSRCP councillor candidate was forcibly

taken away in a police jeep.

The YSRCP chief said some journalists and camera-

men, who were recording electoral irregularities, were

attacked, while cameras and mobile phones were

damaged. Even voters staging protests after being

denied their right to vote were ignored. Similar con-

ditions were prevailing in Kadapa, Jammalamadugu,

Chittoor, Macherla, Chilakaluripet, Tadipatri,

Madanapalle, Chimakurthy and Kuppam, he said.

YS Jagan questioned Chief Minister Chandrababu

Naidu, the State Election Commission, Collectors and

SPs over the dangerous precedent being created. If

the ruling party itself destroys the election process

today, another party could use the same methods to-

morrow, eventually making genuine elections impos-

sible, he warned.

He said Chandrababu had no moral right to continue

as Chief Minister even for a day if democracy was

reduced to such a mockery. Though nearly 1,000 po-

lice personnel were deployed in Pulivendula, hun-

dreds of TDP workers were allowed to remain around

polling booths without action. Despite repeated calls

to the SP and Collector, no corrective steps were

taken. YS Jagan also questioned compliance with

Supreme Court directions on CCTV surveillance and

asked how polling could be called transparent with-

out live CCTV footage from polling stations.

He said even his journey to Pulivendula was ob-

structed. Permission granted the previous day for his

helicopter to land was withdrawn after the helicopter

had already taken off from Bengaluru, with authori-

ties insisting that he arrive only after 3 p.m. After

Civil Aviation authorities objected to the cancella-

tion of landing permission while the helicopter was

already in the air, the landing was finally permitted.

YS Jagan said democracy was in a dangerous condi-

tion when institutions meant to protect citizens them-

selves acted against them. He warned that when

people lose faith in democratic institutions, extrem-

ist tendencies emerge. The YSRCP chief said the gov-

ernment should question why such measures were

necessary if its administration enjoyed public confi-

dence. Super Six and Super Seven promises had not

been implemented, while the bonds distributed to

people before the elections had become meaningless.

Students were suffering without fee reimbursement;

Vidya Deevena and Vasathi Deevena, employees,

were dissatisfied over unfulfilled manifesto promises;

women had lost the zero-interest scheme and farm-

ers were struggling without remunerative prices. “No

section of society is happy with Chandrababu. That

is why they are afraid of free elections and are trying

to bulldoze the electoral process instead of facing the

people,” YS Jagan said.

Democracy murdered during

municipal polls in Andhra : Jagan

Labour and Employment Minister Mandaviya

launches EPFO services through WhatsApp
required to file individual claims,

and the EPFO will initiate settle-

ment automatically after pre-

scribed identity and bank-account

verification, facilitating transfer of

eligible dues to rightful beneficia-

ries. Approximately one lakh ac-

counts involving Rs 5 crore are

expected to benefit.

Mandaviya highlighted that over

its 74-year journey, EPFO has

emerged as a trusted institution for

the workforce of the country. He

noted that the trust reposed in the

Organisation is reflected in the Rs

32 lakh crore corpus accumulated

through contributions from more

than 8 crore members, made pos-

sible by the dedication, hard work

and commitment of the EPFO

workforce.

Commending the relentless efforts

behind technological transforma-

tions like CITES 2.01, the minis-

ter called upon every official to

focus on the welfare of the worker

at the last mile. He urged officials

to focus on worker-centric inno-

vations across domains in the run-

up to EPFO's 75th year, adapting,

building resilience, and evolving

processes in tandem with chang-

ing times. The impact of EPFO's

technological transformation

through CITES 2.01 was also

showcased on the occasion. A sig-

nificant improvement in claim

settlement was highlighted, with

the average settlement time de-

clining to 2.57 days in October

2026. The improvement reflects

the Organisation's continuing ef-

forts to make access to provident

fund savings faster and more con-

venient for members. Seven pub-

lications were also released on the

occasion, reflecting the EPFO's

commitment to knowledge cre-

ation, institutional learning, legal

awareness and compassionate

governance.

Secretary, Labour &amp; Employ-

ment, Chandra Bhushan Kumar

emphasised that social protection

and labour reforms must reach not

just the organised sector.

Kampala, Nov  2 : The

Government of India on

Monday gifted video con-

ference equipment,

laptops and books to

Uganda People's Defence

Force (UPDF)’s premier

training centres.  "As part

of its commitment to sup-

porting capacity building

and enhancing defence

partnership with Uganda,

Government of India

gifted video conference

equipment, laptops and

books to UPDF’s premier

training centres in

Kimaka and Nakasongola

to improve overall learn-

ing experience."

India gifts laptops,

books and video conference

equipment to Uganda

Mumbai, Nov 2 : At least 31

people, including the bride

and groom, have been

hospitalised after reportedly

suffering from suspected

food poisoning during a wed-

ding ceremony in Mumbai's

Nahur West area, officials

said on Monday.

According to Deputy Com-

missioner of Police (DCP)

Abhay Singh Deshmukh, the

wedding ceremony was held

on November 1 at Nalanda

Buddha Vihar Hall in Nahur

West, with approximately

400 to 500 guests attending

the event.

He said that around 70 to 100

guests, who had their meals

in the final round, reportedly

fell ill after consuming the

food. Following complaints

of illness and discomfort, sev-

eral guests were taken to

nearby hospitals for medical

attention.

Officials said 22 affected in-

dividuals have been admitted

to MT Agarwal Hospital in

Mulund, four young children

Newlyweds among 31 hospitalised
after suspected food poisoning at Mumbai wedding

to Kamgar Hospital in Mulund,

and five others are receiving treat-

ment at a hospital in Vikhroli.

"Currently, all patients are in

stable condition and are undergo-

ing medical treatment. Relevant

agencies are monitoring the situ-

ation and taking necessary action,"

officials said.

One of the people admitted to the

hospital told IANS, "The wedding

took place at the Nalanda Buddha

Vihar Hall. Towards the end, when

we sat down to eat, along with the

bride and groom, everyone fell ill.

About 30 to 40 people from our

neighbourhood were there, and all

of them became unwell. Everyone

had to be admitted to the hospital.

Action must be taken regarding

this." The groom's maternal uncle,

who also spoke to IANS, said the

guests had consumed food at

around 4 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. but

began experiencing symp-

toms after returning home

later in the evening.

"Once we reached home, by

11:00–11:30 p.m., everyone

started vomiting. The bride

was the first to fall ill," he

said. "I believe at least 30–

40 people from our own

group have been affected by

food poisoning. This number

could rise further; patients

are still arriving. Some have

been taken to Kamgar Hos-

pital, some to a facility near

the Metro, and others have

been sent to Vikhroli," he

added. Demanding strict ac-

tion against those respon-

sible, the groom's maternal

uncle said the caterers and

food suppliers should be held

accountable for the sus-

pected food poisoning.

He also called for an enquiry

into the role of the commit-

tee managing the wedding

venue. A friend of the groom

said that although all the pa-

tients were currently re-

ported to be stable.

Indian Navy assumes key role at

world's largest maritime warfare exercise

US and Sri Lanka bust Pakistani drug trafficking

network, seize 463 kg of crystal methamphetamine
Colombo, Nov 2 : Almost

half a tonne of crystal meth-

amphetamine was seized,

and several suspects, includ-

ing Pakistani nationals, were

arrested during a joint

counternarcotics operation

carried out by the United

States and Sri Lanka.

In a statement, the US Em-

bassy in Sri Lanka said that

the US Drug Enforcement

Administration’s (DEA)

New Delhi Country Office

and Sri Lanka’s Police Nar-

cotics Bureau (PNB) carried

out a successful joint opera-

tion disrupting a Pakistan-

based narcotrafficking net-

work trying to smuggle crys-

tal methamphetamine

through Sri Lanka to interna-

tional markets. It said that

approximately 463 kg of

crystal methamphetamine

worth USD 21 million was

hidden in bath towels.

"Acting on intelligence de-

veloped by DEA’s Foreign

Counterparts Unit Pakistan

Anti-Narcotics Force Spe-

cial Investigations Cell be-

tween August 14–29 on sus-

picious maritime containers

moving from Pakistan to

Colombo, PNB seized ap-

proximately 463 kg of crys-

tal methamphetamine —

valued at USD 21 million —

concealed in bath towels,

and arrested several sus-

pects, including Pakistani

nationals.

 This operation underscores

the strength of the US-Sri

Lanka partnership in dis-

mantling transnational

criminal organisations that

fund terrorism and threaten

communities in both our

countries."

Washington, Nov 2 : The

International Monetary Fund

(IMF) on Monday reaf-

firmed its support for free

trade and open markets de-

spite growing tariff barriers

and rising economic nation-

alism, saying global trade re-

mains essential for raising

living standards and reduc-

ing poverty, even as it ac-

knowledged that the gains

from globalisation have not

been shared equally.  Speak-

ing at the IMF's regular press

briefing, Julie Kozack, Di-

rector of the IMF's Commu-

nications Department, said

the Fund's long-standing po-

sition in favour of open mar-

kets remains unchanged de-

spite an increasingly protec-

tionist global trading envi-

IMF backs

free trade despite tariffs
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Honolulu, Nov 2 : Indian Navy

has assumed the role of Deputy

Commander Task Force for The-

atre-level Anti-Submarine War-

fare during the Rim of the Pa-

cific (RIMPAC) 2026 maritime

warfare exercise.

"As the sea phase of Exercise

RIMPAC2026 commences, In-

dian Navy’s P-8I LRMR aircraft

and contingent of participating

personnel continued active en-

gagement with partner navies

through mission planning, tech-

nical preparations, operational

briefings and professional ex-

changes," the spokesperson of

the Indian Navy wrote on X.

"This is the first time that Indian

Navy is discharging the role of

Deputy Commander Task Force

for Theatre-level Anti-Subma-

rine Warfare during the exer-

cise," it added.

The aircraft and contingent ar-

rived in Hawaii earlier this

month.
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'We have to get the Senate': Trump
makes final push before midterms
Washington, Nov 2 : President

Donald Trump made a final

push for Republican control of

the Senate two days before

Tuesday's midterm elections,

telling reporters "We have to get

the Senate" as he campaigned

in Iowa and Kansas.

Trump spoke to the travelling

press pool after landing in

Dubuque, Iowa, flanked by

House Speaker Mike Johnson

and Interior Secretary Doug

Burgum. "We have to get the

Senate. We can't allow the Mus-

lim Brotherhood," Trump said.

He said that "when they have

one or two, three votes, they

basically assume control of the

party" "The party has to go

along with them. They have to

blackmail the party and extort

the party," he said. Trump said

he was in the Midwest for Sen-

ate candidates Ashley Hinson in

Iowa and Roger Marshall in Kan-

sas. "We have to make sure that

Roger gets in, and we have to

make sure that Ashley gets in. And

I think we'll do that," he said.

Earlier in the day, Trump posted

on X that he was "Heading to

lowa, and then, so importantly,

Kansas (Will be my last stop!)" to

back "Ashley Hinson for Senate

and Zach Lahn for Governor in

lowa, and Roger Marshall for Sen-

ate and Ty Masterson for Gover-

nor". Trump also welcomed

Democratic Congresswoman

Haley Stevens' endorsement of

Republican Mike Rogers in the

Michigan Senate race against

Democrat Abdul El-Sayed. The

pool reported that Trump called

the endorsement "a smart thing"

"Nobody expected that, but it's a

smart thing to do because El Sayad

would destroy our country,"

Trump said. Asked if he would

reach out to Stevens, Trump said:

"Not much to reach out. Just call

her, thank her, and say she did the

right thing." Asked whether she

should become a Republican, he

said: "Love to have her." Johnson

said he had spoken to Stevens.

"This is a contrast election be-

tween common sense and crazy,

and there is no crazier choice on

the ballot than El Sayed," Johnson

said. Johnson said Stevens and her

fiance had been "getting a lot of

threats". Trump said "I'd say

she's in danger" and that

"she was very brave doing

it".

Trump said there had never

been anything like his mid-

term campaign. "We have

sold out arenas everywhere.

We haven't had an empty

seat," he said.

Trump also said he had a

"very good talk" with Israeli

Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu. "Just had a very

good talk with him," he said

when asked about the con-

versation. The pool reported

the two leaders discussed the

war. The White House has

not issued a readout of the

call. Netanyahu is pressing

Trump to strike Iran imme-

diately after Tuesday's mid-

term elections, Axios re-

ported on Sunday, citing one

Israeli and one US source.

Trump, for now, wants to let

negotiations play out, the re-

port said.

Two more provinces affected as DR Congo
Ebola outbreak remains 'very active': Health Minister
Kinshasa, Nov 2 : The ongo-

ing Ebola outbreak in the

Democratic Republic of the

Congo (DRC) has now affected

the provinces of Tshopo and

Haut-Uele, as the epidemic re-

mains in a "very active" phase,

Health Minister Roger Kamba

said on Monday. Health authori-

ties have observed patients

moving from affected areas to-

ward Kisangani, the capital of

Tshopo Province, and the

Wamba area in Haut-Uele Prov-

ince, bringing the two provinces

into the scope of the outbreak

response, Kamba said in Bunia,

the provincial capital of Ituri,

which is the epicentre of the

outbreak.

"We are still in an active, even

very active, phase of the dis-

ease," Kamba said while re-

viewing the national re-

sponse. Given the high popu-

lation density, strong mobil-

ity, and local factors compli-

cating community engage-

ment in affected areas, he said

it was still impossible to de-

termine when the outbreak

would reach its peak.

Kamba made the comments in

a video provided Thursday by

the health ministry during his

visit to Bunia, capital of the

eastern Ituri Province, Xinhua

news agency reported. Ac-

cording to Kamba, Ituri re-

mains in an acute growth

phase of the outbreak, while

North Kivu Province is also

still seeing an active increase

in cases.

N. Korean troops in Russia will

end up as 'cannon fodder' : S. Korean envoy
Seoul, Nov 2 : South Korea's

top envoy to the United Nations

has criticised North Korea's

"dispatch of its troops to Rus-

sia", saying they will be used as

mere "cannon fodder", while

their wages will end up in the

pockets of North Korea's leader

Kim Jong-un.

Ambassador Hwang Joon-kook

made the remarks at a UN Se-

curity Council (UNSC) session

in New York on Monday (local

time), after South Korea con-

firmed that some North Korean

troops have been sent to

Russia's western region near the

border with Ukraine, Yonhap

news agency reported. "As le-

gitimate military targets, they

will end up as mere cannon

fodder, while the wages they

are supposed to receive from

Russia will end up squarely in

Kim Jong-un's pocket," he

said. "Pyongyang's treatment

of its young soldiers, its own

people, as expendable will be

never forgiven." Hwang said

any activities entailed with

the North's troop dispatch to

Russia are "clear" violations

of multiple UNSC resolu-

tions, noting that Pyongyang's

"unprecedented" military sup-

port to Moscow.



Pune: CARA promotes
adoption of children with special needs

Bengaluru, Nov 2 : Karnataka

Chief Minister D.K. Shivakumar

on Monday announced that stu-

dents who have studied in govern-

ment schools in rural areas will be

provided seven per cent reserva-

tion in professional education, in-

cluding engineering and medical

courses, while expressing confi-

dence that the Congress-led pro-

test scheduled in Delhi to protect

voting rights would be successful.

"Every voter's right must be pro-

tected, and it is the responsibility

of all of us," Shivakumar said

while responding to questions

from the media at his

Sadashivanagar residence and

near the Bhuvaneshwari Devi

statue at the Vidhana Soudha here.

Addressing the 71st Kannada

Rajyotsava celebrations at

Kanteerava Stadium, the Chief

Minister added that the reserva-

tion was intended to provide

greater opportunities for rural gov-

ernment school students to pursue

professional education.  "The state

government was transforming

schools at the panchayat level to

match the standards of urban

schools. Orders had already been

issued for the recruitment of

15,000 teachers, while 25,498 bi-

lingual schools had been started

across Karnataka.  Science labo-

ratories had also been established

in 250 government schools,"

Pune, Nov 2 : Looking to promote

family-based care and adoption of

children with special needs, the

Central Adoption Resource Au-

thority (CARA) organised its

Fourth Regional Consultative

Workshop for the Western Zone

in Pune, an official said on Mon-

day. Addressing the gathering,

Bhavna Saxena, CARA CEO and

Member Secretary, emphasised

sustained and collaborative efforts

to increase the adoption of chil-

dren with special needs, an offi-

cial statement said.

She highlighted that CARA's se-

ries of outreach and consultative

initiatives, under the aegis of the

Ministry of Women and Child De-

velopment have contributed to

strengthening the adoption eco-

system. She stressed the impor-

tance of continuing rigorous and

coordinated efforts to further ex-

pand opportunities for children

with special needs to receive per-

manent family-based care.

The workshop brought together

officials and stakeholders from

State Adoption Resource Agen-

cies (SARAs), Specialised Adop-

tion Agencies (SAAs), Child Care

Institutions (CCIs), District Child

Protection Units (DCPUs), Chief

Medical Officers (CMOs), medi-

cal and healthcare professionals,

and child protection experts.

Their participation facilitated a

multi-sectoral dialogue on

strengthening adoption processes

and enhancing support mecha-

nisms for children with special

needs, the statement said.

The deliberations focused on the

current status of adoption of chil-

dren with special needs across the

Western Zone, sharing of success-

ful practices and case studies, and

identification of challenges affect-

ing the adoption and rehabilitation

process.

"Participants discussed issues re-

lating to medical assessments, le-

gal and procedural requirements,

financial considerations, griev-

ance redressal and inter-depart-

mental coordination," the state-

ment said."Particular emphasis

was placed on strengthening

coordination between child

protection and healthcare sys-

tems to ensure timely assess-

ment, appropriate support and

smoother facilitation of adop-

tion," it added.  Maharashtra

Minister for Women and Child

Development Aditi Varda Sunil

Tatkare, addressed the partici-

pating stakeholders through a

video message.

Karnataka to provide 7 pc quota in

professional education for rural govt school students
Shivakumar said. "Skill-based

education had been intro-

duced from Class 6, while ar-

tificial intelligence training

would be provided to students

from Class 6 onwards and

continued up to Class 12. The

state government was also

utilising Corporate Social Re-

sponsibility (CSR) funds for

the development of govern-

ment schools and upgrading

Karnataka public schools," he

added. Shivakumar said that

Kannada should not remain

merely an official language

but become the language of

people's hearts.  "Children

must first learn Kannada and

use it in their daily lives, even

as they prepare to compete

globally." "Language has no

boundaries. In the digital age,

we can use all languages on

mobile phones. Amid compe-

tition between languages,

Kannada must grow. If we

love our language, it will pro-

tect us," Shivakumar added.

He urged students to develop

interests in sports, arts and lit-

erature alongside academics.

Highlighting the state

government's initiatives for

sportspersons, Shivakumar

said Karnataka athletes had

won eight medals at the Asian

Games.
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Free training in Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Cloud Computing under the

Telangana AI and Cloud Skilling Initiative: Minister for IT and Industries D. Sridhar Babu
Hyderabad, Nov 2 :  One lakh stu-

dents across Telangana will receive

free training in Artificial Intelli-

gence (AI) and Cloud Computing

under the Telangana AI and Cloud

Skilling Initiative, Minister for IT

and Industries D. Sridhar Babu

said. The Minister said the initia-

tive will be implemented by the

Telangana Academy for Skill and

Knowledge (TASK) in collabora-

tion with Amazon Web Services

(AWS), without any financial bur-

den on the State Government, edu-

cational institutions or students.

An agreement between TASK and

AWS was signed at the Secretariat

on Monday. Speaking on the occa-

sion, Sridhar Babu said stu-

dents from 643 TASK affili-

ated colleges across the State

would receive industry-ori-

ented training in AI, Cloud

Computing, Data Engineer-

ing, Machine Learning and

Generative AI. The

programme will provide stu-

dents with access to the AWS

Cloud Console for hands-on

learning. Specialised learn-

ing tracks will also be offered

to students pursuing non-

STEM courses, including

Arts and Commerce, along-

side those studying Engineer-

ing and Science.



Mumbai, Nov 2 :  Shares of

Dixon Technologies continued to

slide for the sixth consecutive ses-

sion on Monday, falling another 4

per cent to Rs 11,821.   This marked

the stock’s lowest level since Au-

gust 2024, as selling pressure re-

mained strong. At the closing bell,

the shares were down by Rs 448 or

New Delhi, Nov 2  : Zerodha founder

and CEO Nithin Kamath on Monday

took a swipe at rival platforms on X

after Groww, one of India’s largest

retail brokers by active users, began

offering regular mutual funds

through its subscription service

Groww Prime.  In a social media

post, Kamath said many platforms

that launched direct mutual fund of-

ferings around the time Zerodha in-

troduced its Coin platform have since

“disappeared or pivoted to something

else.” Remaining competitors are

“rethinking their choice of offering

direct plans,” he said, adding that

"Zerodha will continue to offer di-

rect mutual funds for free."

Groww responds after Zerodha CEO

questions its pivot to regular mutual funds

Mumbai, Nov 2 : German

car manufacturer

Volkswagen has announced

to cut 1 lakh jobs by the end

of the decade in a sweeping

cost-cutting plan, marking

the largest restructuring in

the global auto industry.  The

German carmaker an-

nounced a further reduction

of about 50,000 positions on

top of nearly 50,000 job cuts

already agreed, amounting to

about 15 per cent of the

group’s workforce.

The company decided to

halve the number of car mod-

els the Volkswagen group

Volkswagen to cut at least
1 lakh jobs by 2030 in cost cutting measures

produces, which includes the

Bentley and Audi brands, and con-

siders to shut down four produc-

tion plants in Germany within the

next eight years. “Given intensi-

fying global competition, shifting

demand and technological change

in the automotive industry, a con-

sistent alignment of workforce ca-

pacity with economic reality is es-

sential,” the Volkswagen Group

said in a statement. Volkswagen

employs over 6.5 lakh people

across brands including Skoda,

Seat, Porsche, Cupra and

Lamborghini. The group plans to

streamline its model portfolio by

around 50 percent and reduce its

offering complexity by around 75

percent by 2035. “The prioritised

models aim to excel in design and

technology – and benefit from the

focus on fewer variants: Higher

volumes per model, lower costs,

stronger economies of scale,” the

statement said. The Volkswagen

Group is systematically tailoring

its platforms, electronic architec-

tures, driver assistance systems

and software to the needs of both

the Western and Eastern hemi-

sphere, it added. In North

America, the Volkswagen

Group will focus on the most

profitable segments. In China,

the Group is adapting to re-

vised expectations for overall

growth in the Chinese auto-

motive market and is expand-

ing its export business toward

the “Global South,” the state-

ment added.

Dixon Technologies

shares hit 16-month low, down 34 pc
3.63 per cent to Rs 11,880 on the

National Stock Exchange (NSE).

The stock has been in a sharp

downtrend since late September

and has lost around 35 per cent of

its value from its peak of Rs

18,471. The decline has largely

been driven by concerns that the

company’s.

ACME Solar IPO: Concentrated revenue,

dependence on govt-owned infra among key risks
New Delhi, Nov 2 : Concen-

trated revenue risk, depen-

dence on government-owned

transmission grids and infra-

structure, and growth relying

on winning highly competi-

tive project bids are key risks

for ACME Solar Holdings

IPO, a brokerage firm said on

Monday.

The IPO is a mix of fresh is-

sue of up to Rs 2,395 crore

and an offer of sale (OFS) of up

to Rs 505 crore. According to a

note by Bajaj Broking, the com-

pany focuses on the development,

construction, ownership, opera-

tion, and maintenance of large-

scale renewable energy projects.

It accomplishes this through its

internal engineering, procurement

and construction (EPC) division,

and operations and maintenance

(O&amp;M) team. The company

generates revenue by selling

electricity to various clients,

including those supported by

the Central and state govern-

ments. Citing key risks of its

business, the brokerage note

read: "Concentrated revenue

risk: 63.22 per cent of revenue

from Andhra Pradesh.

Torrent Pharma recalls select Semalix

injection batches after Dr Reddy's flags quality issue
Mumbai, Nov 2 : Torrent

Pharmaceuticals on Monday

announced a voluntary recall

of select batches of its

Semalix injection disposable

pens as a precautionary mea-

sure after manufacturing part-

ner Dr Reddy's Laboratories

identified a quality issue re-

quiring technical evaluation.

The recall is limited to select

batches of Semalix Injection

2 mg and 4 mg manufactured

by Dr Reddy's Laboratories.

Mumbai, Nov 2 : More

than 10,000 employees of

IDBI Bank are set to ob-

serve a nationwide two-day

strike on November 2 and

3 in protest against the pro-

posed privatisation of the

lender, escalating opposi-

tion to the government's

plan to transfer control of

the bank.

The strike has been called

by the United Forum of

IDBI Officers &amp; Em-

ployees, which represents

employees across the bank.

The forum has urged the

government and the bank's

management to scrap the

privatisation process, argu-

ing that IDBI Bank's re-

vival has been achieved

through public investment

and the efforts of employ-

ees rather than private

ownership.

In a statement, the union

said the lender's turnaround

was made possible by sus-

tained financial support

from the government and

LIC.

IDBI Bank employees

to hold 2-day strike against

privatisation on Nov 2-3

Yes Bank rejects wilful disobedience charge

over delay in restoring Rs 8,415 crore AT-1 bonds
New Delhi, Nov 2 : Yes Bank

has rejected allegations of

wilful disobedience levelled

by Axis Trustee Services

over the delay in reinstating

Additional Tier-1 (AT-1)

bonds worth Rs 8,415 crore,

following the Supreme

Court's order setting aside

their write-off.

The lender, however, faces the

prospect of contempt proceed-

ings, with Axis Trustee Ser-

vices warning that it would

initiate legal action if the

bonds were not restored within

three days of its communica-

tion to the bank.

Samsung enables
Quick Share to work with Apple's AirDrop
Seoul, Nov 2 : Samsung Elec-

tronics said on Monday it has be-

gun supporting compatibility be-

tween the Android file-sharing

platform Quick Share and

Apple’s AirDrop, allowing Gal-

axy S26 smartphone users to

exchange photos across different

devices. The South Korean tech

giant said the update, available

to Galaxy S26 series users start-

ing Monday, will enable users to

exchange files with iPhones

powered by iOS, reports Yonhap

news agency.

While Quick Share and AirDrop

are both based on Bluetooth

technology to identify nearby

devices and exchange photos,

videos, contact numbers and

files, they had not supported

interoperability. "AirDrop support

will initially be available on the

Galaxy S26 series, with expansion

to additional devices to be an-

nounced at a later date," the com-

pany said in a release. The service

will be available in other major

markets, including the United

States and Europe, starting

Wednesday.

"We have maximised user con-

venience by helping Galaxy us-

ers communicate seamlessly

with users of devices running on

other operating systems," an of-

ficial from the company said.

Mumbai, Nov 2 : Indian benchmark equity in-

dices opened sharply higher on Monday, track-

ing gains in global markets as a rally in chip

stocks boosted investor sentiment, with infor-

mation technology shares emerging as the big-

gest gainers.  During early trade, the Sensex

was trading 701.73 points, or 0.91 per cent,

higher at 77,443.55. The Nifty advanced 200.85

points, or 0.84 per cent, to 24,162.25.

Commenting on Nifty technical outlook, ex-

perts said that the 24,100–24,200 region is ex-

pected to act as the immediate resistance.

"A sustained breakout above this band would

improve market sentiment and could support a

recovery towards the 24,400 region," as per the

expert. "On the downside, the 23,900 level re-

mains the immediate support, followed by the

23,800 mark.

Sensex jumps over 700 points,

Nifty tops 24,160 as IT stocks lead market rally

India hosts half of the world's

GCCs, emerges as second-largest

hub for enterprise AI talent: CEA
New Delhi, Nov 2 : India now hosts around

half of the world's Global Capability Cen-

tres (GCCs) and has emerged as the sec-

ond-largest base for enterprise artificial in-

telligence (AI) talent globally, reflecting the

country's growing role in innovation, tech-

nology and high-value global business op-

erations, Chief Economic Adviser (CEA)

V. Anantha Nageswaran said on Monday.

Addressing the CII GCC Business Summit,

Nageswaran said India's GCC ecosystem

has undergone a remarkable transformation

over the past two decades, evolving from a

handful of back-office operations into more

than 2,000 centres employing over 2 mil-

lion professionals.

He said employment in the sector is now

moving towards 2.3 million, while annual

revenues have exceeded $60 billion and are

on track to approach $100 billion.

"India now hosts around half of the world's

GCCs. This did not happen by accident; it

happened because of our people, because

talent is the heart of the matter,"

Nageswaran stated. "These centers first came to India

for cost; they stayed for capability," he mentioned.

The CEA said GCCs now contribute nearly 2 per cent of

India's gross domestic product (GDP) and account for a

significant share of new office space developed across

major Indian cities. He noted that no other country comes

close to India's scale, with around half of the world's

GCCs now operating from the country. Explaining the

evolution of the sector, Nageswaran said Indian GCCs

have moved far beyond their traditional role of provid-

ing cost-efficient back-office support. Today, they un-

dertake high-value work across technology, engineering,

research, product development, analytics and digital

transformation. He said global banks manage risk sys-

tems and trading platforms from Mumbai and Bengaluru,

automobile manufacturers design vehicles and embed-

ded systems from Chennai and Pune, semiconductor

firms carry out chip design in India, pharmaceutical com-

panies conduct clinical analytics.
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‘Ayodhya’s Deepotsav showcasing values of

sacrifice, dignity and dedication on global stage’: CM Yogi
Lucknow, Nov 2 : Uttar Pradesh Chief Min-

ister Yogi Adityanath on Monday said that

Ayodhya’s Deepotsav is showcasing the val-

ues of sacrifice, dignity and dedication on the

global stage, while describing the festival as

a celebration of India’s eternal consciousness

and cultural pride.

In a special message titled ‘Yogi Ki Pati’

(Yogi's Letter), the Chief Minister said that

Ayodhya, regarded as the foremost among the

seven sacred cities, was eagerly awaiting its

10th grand and divine Deepotsav.

“Deepotsav symbolises the journey from dark-

ness to light, despair to hope, and faith to de-

velopment. It is not merely a festival of light-

ing lamps, but a grand celebration of the re-

vival of India's eternal consciousness and cul-

tural pride,” he said. Extending his heartfelt

wishes to the people on the auspicious occa-

sion associated with the return of Lord Shri

Ram to Ayodhya, CM Yogi said that even a

small flame teaches that a ray of light can

spread new hope even in the deepest dark-

ness. Highlighting the deeper significance of

the festival, the Chief Minister

said that India's eternal connection

with Deepotsav was rooted not

merely in traditions but also in the

values that guide life.

Referring to Bharat's devotion and

sacrifice during Lord Ram's 14-

year exile, he recalled how Bharat

renounced royal comforts and

governed Ayodhya by placing

Lord Ram's sacred footwear on the

throne. “This inspiring episode

from the Ramayana teaches us that

the true meaning of power is not

authority, but responsibility,” he

said. “Ayodhya's Deepotsav is

showcasing the values of sac-

rifice, dignity and dedication

on the global stage.”

Describing the celebrations,

CM Yogi said the rows of

lamps along the banks of the

Saryu and the illumination of

Ram Ki Paidi with lakhs of

earthen lamps created an en-

chanting spectacle, as if the

Milky Way had descended

upon Ayodhya. Drone-based

aerial presentations and the

participation of artists further

added to the divine grandeur

of the festival, he said.

Chandigarh, Nov 2 :

Former Chhattisgarh Chief

Minister and Congress

Punjab in-charge Bhupesh

Baghel on Monday ex-

pressed confidence about

the party's prospects of

forming a government in the

state in the 2027 assembly

elections.

Despite the camp led by

Member of Parliament and

former Chief Minister

Charanjit Singh Channi,

who is "anguished" over the

continuation of Amarinder

Singh Raja Warring as the

state chief, Baghel said the

process of meeting senior

leaders and workers is go-

ing on, and it will continue,

and he will be meeting ev-

eryone. Party sources said

the Baghel-Channi meeting

is expected to take place.

Congress will

form ‘next govt’

in Punjab, claims Baghel

Guwahati, Nov 2 : The Assam Legislative

Assembly Secretariat has sought comprehen-

sive details of all pending criminal cases

against Independent MLA and Raijor Dal

chief Akhil Gogoi from the state Home De-

partment, following a controversy over the

disclosure of cases against him, officials said

on Monday.

According to officials, the Assembly Secre-

tariat has written to the Additional Chief Sec-

retary of the Home Department, asking for

complete information on all criminal cases

pending against Gogoi.

The department has been directed to furnish

the details by July 13. A senior government

official said that the information, once re-

ceived, will be placed before the Assam Leg-

islative Assembly Speaker, Biswajit Daimary,

for further consideration. The development

comes a day after a heated exchange between

Gogoi and Parliamentary Affairs Minister

Pijush Hazarika on the floor of the Assembly

over the issue of criminal cases and disclo-

sures made in election documents.

Assam Assembly Secretariat seeks

details of pending cases against Akhil Gogoi

K’taka: BJP objects to

mass filling of SIR Enumeration

Forms at religious places
Bengaluru, Nov 2 : BJP National General Sec-

retary and Karnataka in-charge Radhamohan

Das Agrawal on Monday objected to the al-

leged mass filling of Special Intensive Revi-

sion (SIR) enumeration forms at religious

places and locations identified by Congress

leaders, calling the practice inappropriate.

Addressing a press conference at the BJP's

state headquarters, Jagannath Bhavan, in

Bengaluru, Agrawal alleged that the Congress

was attempting to use the SIR exercise for

political purposes.

"Enumeration forms are being filled collec-

tively at religious places and at locations sug-

gested by Congress leaders. This is not the

correct procedure," he said.

Agrawal said the BJP had lodged a complaint

with the Election Commission alleging that

Booth Level Officers (BLOs) were not visit-

ing households as mandated.

"The Election Commission has clearly in-

structed BLOs to distribute the forms by visit-

ing every household. We have raised this is-

sue with the Commission," he said.

He added that the BJP had conducted meet-

ings and training sessions for its Booth Level

Agent-2 (BLA-2) workers to ensure they were

prepared for the SIR process.

Criticising the state government, Agrawal al-

leged that it was not utilising BJP-appointed

BLA-2 workers. Responding to another ques-

tion, he said internal party matters had been

discussed with elected repre-

sentatives.

Taking a swipe at Karnataka

Minister Priyank Kharge,

Agrawal said: "No one is pay-

ing attention to what Priyank

Kharge says. Even his re-

marks on the issue of

kumkum were not appropri-

ate." It can be noted that

Karnataka Home Minister

Priyank Kharge sparked a

political controversy by

claiming that "90 per cent of

kesar comes from Islamic

countries" while questioning

the use of a tilak. On reports

of cross-voting, Agrawal said

appropriate action would be

taken against those respon-

sible. "There is continuous

coordination between the BJP

and the JD(S). We remain in

regular touch and discussions

are ongoing. A coordination

committee has been formed,

and BJP state president B.Y.

Vijayendra, Leader of the Op-

position R. Ashoka, and

Union Minister Pralhad Joshi

are members of the commit-

tee," he said.

Bhopal, Nov 2 : The Eco-

nomic Offences Wing

(EOW) of Madhya Pradesh

on Monday conducted si-

multaneous searches at three

premises linked to a Public

Works Department (PWD)

executive engineer in con-

nection with a disproportion-

ate assets case. During the

raids, officials recovered

around Rs 2.5 lakh in cash

and a newly purchased Scor-

pio SUV valued at nearly Rs

25 lakh. Several empty en-

velopes were also found dur-

ing the search, they said. The

searches were conducted at

the official residence of

Kamal Kishore Singare, ex-

ecutive engineer (in-charge)

posted with the PWD’s PIU

branch in Balaghat, and at his

residences in Chhindwara

and Bhopal.

EOW raids PWD

executive engineer's

premises in MP over

disproportionate assets

New Delhi, Nov 2 : India and

the European Union (EU) have

reaffirmed their commitment

to strengthen the comprehen-

sive economic and strategic

partnership, discussing oppor-

tunities for strengthening trade

India and EU discuss trade

facilitation, market access under FTA
and investment ties, improving market access,

enhancing supply chain resilience and advanc-

ing cooperation under the free trade agreement

(FTA), an official statement said on Monday.

Commerce Secretary Rajesh Agrawal held high-

level meetings in Brussels with Ditte Juul

Jorgensen, Director-General.

Bengaluru-Mumbai
Express starts inaugural run
New Delhi, Nov 2 : The

Bengaluru-Mumbai Express

started its inaugural run on

Monday, strengthening con-

nectivity between Karnataka

and Maharashtra, making

travel smoother for business,

education, tourism, and em-

ployment opportunities, ac-

cording to an official state-

ment.  The new service will

further improve rail connec-

tivity for passengers travelling

between Bengaluru, the

Hubballi-Dharwad region,

Belagavi, Pune, and Mumbai.

The train will be operated and

maintained by the South

Western Railway (SWR)

zone. In a statement, SWR

Chief Public Relations Of-

ficer (CPRO) Dr Manjunath

Kanamadi said: "This new train

service is expected to greatly

benefit passengers travelling

for business, education, tour-

ism and employment purposes

between Bengaluru, North

Karnataka and the Mumbai re-

gion. The service will also im-

prove rail connectivity to im-

portant commercial and cul-

tural centres en route."

The new Bengaluru-Mumbai-

Bengaluru Express will operate

with train numbers 16553/

16554.

Mumbai, Nov 2 : Maharashtra

Marketing Minister Jaykumar

Rawal said on Monday that the

state government has imple-

mented various measures to

provide relief to onion grow-

ers during periods of price

drops, with a strong focus on

increasing processing indus-

tries, expanding storage capac-

ity, and encouraging crop di-

versification.

He was replying to a discus-

sion initiated by member

Vikram Kale regarding the

falling onion prices in the state.

Key members, including

Pravin Darekar, Satej Patil, and

Neelam Gorhe, among others,

participated in the debate.

Minister Rawal noted that in-

ternational market conditions

Maha govt prioritises long term measures to

stabilise onion prices, focuses on processing industry
had previously hit onion exports,

leading to a crash in domestic

prices.  In response, Chief Minis-

ter Devendra Fadnavis took the

initiative to hold a high-level

meeting with the Central govern-

ment.  "Following this meeting,

key decisions were made to in-

crease onion procurement targets,

implement export incentive mea-

sures, and hike procurement

prices," the Chief Minister added.

Maharashtra leads the country in

onion production, contributing a

major share to India's total output.

Given the consistently rising pro-

duction, Minister Rawal said that

the state government is actively

planning to promote onion pro-

cessing industries, dehydration

plants, and onion powder manu-

facturing units.  "To prevent post-

harvest losses, a large number of

onion storage structures have al-

ready been set up across the state.

Moving forward, the state gov-

ernment aims to establish re-

gional onion processing centres

through Farmer Producer

Organisations (FPOs) at both the

taluka and district levels," the

Minister added. He concluded

by noting that during past price

crashes, the state government di-

rectly credited subsidies into

farmers' bank accounts across

multiple phases.

He assured that current market

rates for onions are satisfac-

tory, and the state govern-

ment remains committed to

continuous measures ensur-

ing stable returns for farm-

ers. Meanwhile, State Co-

operation Minister

Babasaheb Patil told the

Legislative Council during

Question Hour that sugar

mills across Maharashtra

have cleared 99.26 per cent

of the Fair and Remunera-

tive Price (FRP) owed to

sugarcane farmers.

The remaining outstanding

balance of Rs 298 crore will

be recovered from default-

ing factories along with in-

terest.  The issue was raised

by member Sadabhau Khot,

with follow-up questions

raised by members Prajakt

Tanpure, Pravin Darekar,

Gokul Gite, and Shrikant

Bhartiya. Detailing the status

of the state's sugar mills.
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Hanoi, Nov 2 : India’s Ambas-

sador to Vietnam, Tshering W

Sherpa on Monday, called on

Phan Chi Hieu, Chairman of

the Vietnam–India Parliamen-

tary Friendship Group

(VIPFG) and briefed him on

the ongoing initiatives under

the India-Vietnam partnership.

India, Vietnam agree to

deepen parliamentary friendship

Tehran, Nov 2 : Iranian Foreign Minister Seyed

Abbas Araghchi discussed the latest regional

developments with his Omani and Turkish

counterparts as well as Pakistan's army chief in

separate phone calls following renewed US

strikes on Iran, the Iranian Foreign Ministry

said.

In phone calls with Omani Foreign Minister

Sayyid Badr bin Hamad Al Busaidi and Turk-

ish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan, Araghchi

discussed the recent developments in the Strait

of Hormuz and other issues of common con-

cern, read a ministry statement.

They stressed the importance of pursuing di-

plomacy and maintaining contacts and coordi-

nation to address regional issues and prevent

further escalation, the statement said. In the

phone call with Pakistan's Chief of Army Staff

Asim Munir, Araghchi strongly condemned the

recent US attacks on Iran, calling them flagrant

"Today, the Ambassador called on

Mr. Phan Chi Hieu, Chairman of

the Viet Nam–India Parliamentary

Friendship Group (VIPFG) and

Chairman of the Committee for

Law and Justice of the National

Assembly. Ambassador congratu-

lated Chairman Hieu on his ap-

pointment as Chairman of the

VIPFG and briefed him on the progressive and for-

ward-looking India-Vietnam partnership," the Em-

bassy of India in Hanoi wrote on X.

Iranian FM discusses regional developments

with foreign officials over phone amid renewed US strikes
violations of the UN Charter and

the recently signed Iran-US peace

memorandum of understanding

(MoU), read another ministry

statement. Araghchi warned

against any "adventurism" by the

US military, reaffirming Iran's de-

termination to defend its territo-

rial integrity, sovereignty and na-

tional security, it said. The United

States said its forces carried out

strikes on multiple targets inside

Iran on Wednesday and Thursday

in response to Iran's latest attacks

on commercial vessels transiting

the Strait of Hormuz, saying the

operation was intended to degrade

Iran's ability to threaten commer-

cial shipping in the strategic wa-

terway.

Lima, Nov 2 : Bolivian Presi-

dent Rodrigo Paz has signed a

decree declaring a national state

of emergency to address the im-

pacts of El Nino.

Paz said he signed the decree to

tackle drought affecting several

regions of the country and pre-

pare for potential flooding in the

coming months. The President

said the measure aims to

mobilise financial and human re-

sources, strengthen coordination

among government agencies and

seek international cooperation to

assist affected families and miti-

gate the impact of climate-re-

lated disasters on people's lives

and economic activities, Xinhua

News Agency reported. Paz said

63 communities in Bolivia have

already been affected by

drought, while the livestock sec-

tor is also struggling with short-

ages of animal feed.

Bolivia declares state of

emergency over El Nino

Male, Nov 2 : China's gradu-

ate employment crisis has

emerged as one of the most sig-

nificant socioeconomic chal-

lenges facing the country. The

situation reflects a growing

problem of credential inflation,

with a bachelor’s degree that

once offered the promise of a

comfortable career no longer

being sufficient to secure a

good job, a report has stated.

Even master’s and doctoral de-

grees are increasingly failing to

provide graduates with a com-

petitive edge in the job market.

As a result, many graduates are

finding that years of academic

achievement often carry less

Have degrees, but no jobs: China's
educated youth face grim employment crisis

weight than practical work experience,

internships and industry connections, a

report in 'Maldives Insight' detailed.

“For decades, China sold its young

people a powerful promise: study hard,

secure admission to a prestigious univer-

sity, earn an advanced degree, and pros-

perity will follow. Today, that social con-

tract is under unprecedented strain. Across

the country, millions of graduates who sac-

rificed their childhoods to excel in one of

the world’s most competitive education

systems are entering a labour market that

increasingly has no place for them,” the

report mentioned. “The result is not merely

an employment crisis. It is a crisis of con-

fidence, expectations, and social stabil-

ity.  China’s graduate employment chal-

lenge has reached a historic scale.

New Delhi, Nov 2 : China

now appears to be trying to

re-establish its influence in

Nepal after a Bangladesh

foray, with new promises of

economic assistance and in-

frastructure development.

With China's Vice Minister

for Commerce Yan Dong’s

Kathmandu visit this week,

the message was unmistak-

able.

Beijing wants deeper eco-

nomic ties, faster project de-

livery, and formal safeguards

for its investors.

This followed Nepal Foreign

Minister Shisir Khanal's

meeting with his Chinese

counterpart Wang Yi in

Beijing last month. It marked

the Himalayan nation’s first

diplomatic visit to China

since a new government as-

sumed office in Kathmandu

earlier this year.

Incidentally, Khanal’s

Beijing trip followed his In-

dia visit, underscoring

Kathmandu’s dual engage-

ment strategy.

After Bangladesh, China

in renewed Nepal outreach for

further influence in South Asia

Washington, Nov 2 : US

media did not appear to be

convinced of a successful

Ukrainian peace following

the meeting between Presi-

dent Donald Trump and

Ukrainian President

Volodymyr Zelensky. Most

outlets said progress was

possible, but a deal remained

distant.  The Wall Street

Journal said the talks at Mar-

a-Lago brought “fresh opti-

mism” but no breakthrough.

Progress on Ukraine was

possible, but deal

remained distant : US media

Islamabad, Nov 2 : Paul Bhatti, brother

of a murdered Christian human rights ac-

tivist and former government Minister,

has highlighted how the influence of Is-

lamic extremists in Pakistan has in-

creased, and religious minorities fear to

stand up for their rights, a report said.

Shahbaz Bhatti became Pakistan's Federal

Minister for Minority Affairs in 2008 and

was the only Christian in the Cabinet.

During his tenure as Minister, he ex-

pressed support for Christians who were

attacked during the 2009 Gojra riots and

for a Christian woman sentenced to

death for blasphemy in Pakistan.

Bhatti's support for the rights of Chris-

tians resulted in him facing death

threats, and he was murdered in 2011,

according to a report in Christian To-

day. In his address at the launch of a

report on persecuted Christians pro-

duced by Catholic charity Aid to the

Church in Need (ACN), Paul Bhatti

said that many human rights activists

after the murder of Shahbaz Bhatti have

become silent as they fear extremists

might target them.

Extremists influence grows, minorities

fear to stand up for rights in Pakistan: Brother of

murdered Christian minister

India, Kiribati explore opportunities to deepen
cooperation in infrastructure and renewable energy
South Tarawa (Kiribati),

Nov 2 : India and Kiribati on

Monday reaffirmed the endur-

ing partnership shared by two

sides and explored opportuni-

ties to deepen cooperation in

infrastructure, renewable en-

ergy and sustainable develop-

ment. The discussions were held

during a meeting between India's

High Commissioner to Kiribati,

Suneet Mehta and Kiribati's Min-

ister for Infrastructure and Sus-

tainable Energy, Tekeeua Tarati, in

Tarawa.

"Discussions reaffirmed the en-

during India–Kiribati partnership

and explored opportunities to

deepen cooperation in infrastruc-

ture, renewable energy and sus-

tainable development — working

together towards a more resilient,

sustainable and prosperous Blue

Pacific," the Indian High Commis-

Fiji introduces new policy to

address staff misconduct in schools
Suva, Nov 2 : Fiji's Education Ministry is

developing a comprehensive disciplinary

policy to target staff misconduct, shortages

and weak accountability. Education Minis-

ter Aseri Radrodro said in parliament on Mon-

day that the new policy focuses on gaps in sci-

ence, technology, engineering, and mathemat-

ics (STEM) subjects, remote schools and areas

affected by retirements or resignations while

improving teacher retention and motivation,

Xinhua News Agency reported. The new frame-

work also aims to eliminate previous gaps that

led to delays, favoritism and weak accountabil-

ity, according to Fiji Broadcasting Corporation.

Radrodro also outlined changes to the teacher

transfer policy to tackle staff shortages and re-

distribute teachers across schools, divisions and

districts. He said teachers can request transfers

after serving a set period, with annual win-

dows and formal procedures to ensure fair

movements. Earlier in August, Fiji's Cabinet

approved the country's first Child Safeguard-

ing Policy, establishing a single

national framework to guide min-

istries, statutory bodies, civil so-

ciety organisations, and institu-

tions that work with children.

The policy sets out responsibili-

ties, procedures, and minimum

standards for organisations to fol-

low, ensuring greater accountabil-

ity and consistency in child pro-

tection, reported the Fiji Broad-

casting Corporation. The Fiji's

Ministry of Women, Children and

Social Protection led the develop-

ment of the framework through

nationwide consultations, which

included children, families.
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sion in Fiji posted on X. Earlier,

Mehta visited the dialysis centre

in Kiribati — a reflection of

India's commitment to the health

and well-being of the Pacific.

In a post on X, the Indian High

Commission in Fiji wrote, "High

Commissioner Suneet Mehta vis-

ited the Dialysis Centre in Kiribati

— a meaningful reflection of

India’s enduring commitment to

the health and well-being of the

Pacific. The Centre is part of the

2023 FIPIC initiative announced

by PM Narendra Modi to support

the establishment of dialysis units

across all 14 Pacific Island Coun-

tries. From commitment to im-

pact — India stands with its

Pacific partners."

Mehta held a meeting with

Kiribati's Health Minister

Bootii Nauan, with discussions

held on expanding healthcare

collaboration between the two

nations. "Key topics included

supplying affordable medi-

cines, dialysis equipment, and

sea ambulances, alongside ca-

pacity-building initiatives.



Jakarta, Nov 2 :  ASEAN can

serve as a key platform for co-

ordinating regional efforts and

providing technical assistance

to address the recurring haze

crisis, but it cannot be the sole

mechanism for delivering a

lasting solution, a report has

stated. It noted that long-term

progress would also depend on

individual member govern-

ments taking responsibility and

strengthening measures within

their respective domestic legal

frameworks. “Every few years

the same grey settles over the

region, and almost identical

Canberra, Nov 2 : The Austra-

lian government has expanded

access to subsidised medicines

for patients with cystic fibrosis,

blood cancer and thyroid eye dis-

ease under the country's Pharma-

ceutical Benefits Scheme (PBS),

Health Minister Mark Butler said

on Sunday.

Under the changes taking effect

on November 1, children aged

six to 11 with cystic fibrosis who

weigh less than 30 kg will be eli-

gible for a granule form of

Trikafta, a medicine targeting the

underlying cause of the genetic

condition.

The new formulation is designed

to help children who have diffi-

culty swallowing tablets. About

3,300 Australians are expected to

benefit from the expanded list-

ing each year, according to a gov-

ernment statement, Xinhua

News Agency reported.

Without PBS subsidies, the treat-

ment could cost patients more

than 20,300 Australian dollars

(about 14,200 US dollars) per

prescription.

The government has also added

Tepezza to the PBS as a treat-

ment for active, moderate-to-se-

vere thyroid eye disease, with

Dakar, Nov 2 : The Malian

forces have neutralised about

100 terrorists during operations

carried out on Monday in the ar-

eas of Anefis and Tabrichat in

northern Mali, authorities said on

Monday.

In a statement, the General Staff

of the Armed Forces said the

Malian Armed Forces, in coor-

dination with their partners, con-

tinued operations against armed

terrorist groups it described as

affiliated with the Group for the

Support of Islam and Muslims

and the Azawad Liberation

Front.

According to the statement, the

operations involved 13 airstrikes,

Malian army says about
100 terrorists neutralised in northern operations

destroying six combat vehicles

and one pickup truck, Xinhua

news agency reported. The gen-

eral staff reaffirmed the army's de-

termination to continue operations

against armed terrorist groups

across the national territory.

The Malian army said on Tuesday

that more than 200 terrorists were

neutralised during coordinated air

and ground operations carried out

in Anefis in the country's north-

ern Kidal region.

According to a statement issued

by the General Staff of the Armed

Forces, Monday's operations in-

volved 35 airstrikes. The provi-

sional toll also included five

armoured vehicles, around 20

pickup trucks and about 100 mo-

torcycles destroyed The army said

operations by the Malian Armed

Forces and their partners were

continuing in Anefis, reaffirming

its determination to pursue actions

against armed terrorist groups un-

til the set objectives are achieved.

The operations came after attacks

on July 4 targeting several locali-

ties in Mali, including Aguelhok,

Anefis, Gao, Sévaré, and

Kenioroba. The Malian army said

at the time that it had repelled the

attacks. Mali has faced a volatile

security situation for years.

Lasting solution to Southeast Asia's haze

crisis requires stronger national action: Report
script is repeated, where con-

cerns are raised, and actions

are promised, but impact has

been scarce. When domestic

or bilateral actions are lim-

ited, ASEAN is seen as the

convenient platform to be

seen where at least efforts are

made to address the long-

held conundrum,” a report in

Eurasia Review stated.

“But this risks the mecha-

nism being used as a feel-

good factor, without the real

structural and systemic

changes and solutions

needed.

Australia expands subsidised access to

medicines for cystic fibrosis, cancer, thyroid disease
around 310 Australians expected

to benefit annually.

Meanwhile, subsidised access to

Adcetris has been expanded to

provide a new first-line treatment

option for patients with ad-

vanced CD30-positive classical

Hodgkin lymphoma, a type of

blood cancer, benefiting an esti-

mated 370 Australians each year.

The PBS listing for Repatha, a

medicine used to treat high cho-

lesterol, has also been amended

to allow eligible patients to ob-

tain larger quantities under the

government's 60-day prescrip-

tion initiative.

Under the PBS, eligible patients

will pay a maximum of 25 Aus-

tralian dollars per prescription,

or 7.70 Australian dollars for

concession card holders.

The government said it has ap-

proved additional funding for

511 new and amended PBS

listings since July 2022.

In October, Australia's Thera-

peutic Goods Administration

(TGA) said that it is develop-

ing reforms to strengthen sun-

screen regulation and improve

consumer confidence and the

reliability of sun protection fac-

tor (SPF) claims.

Bengaluru, Nov 2 :  Re-

sponding to the controversy

surrounding the removal of

unauthorised constructions

in the Kogilu locality near

Yelahanka in Bengaluru,

the Karnataka BJP has

chided the Congress-led

government, questioning

whether the state is being

governed by Kannadigas or

Keralites. Meanwhile, a

delegation from the State

Human Rights Commission

(SHRC), along with Deputy

Chief Minister D.K.

Shivakumar, is visiting the

site. The issue came into fo-

cus after Kerala Chief Min-

ister Pinarayi Vijayan al-

leged that the Karnataka

government was adopting a

‘bulldozer model’, similar

to Uttar Pradesh, to evict

Muslims in parts of

Bengaluru. BJP State Gen-

eral Secretary and MLA V.

Sunil Kumar said on Mon-

day that, "While the Chief

Minister Siddaramaiah and

Deputy Chief Minister D.K.

Shivakumar are drowned

and distracted in the confu-

sion over the transfer of

power.

Unauthorised construction

row: Karnataka BJP asks if state

is being governed by Keralites

Raipur, Nov 2 : The Chhattisgarh

government has decided to invite

proposals from banks and finan-

cial institutions for providing

short-term loans against salaries to

government employees.

This initiative seeks to address the

emergency financial needs of state

servants. The Finance Department

has been authorised to take further

action and finalise the Memoran-

dum of Understanding (MoU)

with eligible institutions.

In a Cabinet meeting held on Mon-

day at Mahanadi Bhawan,

Mantralaya, Chief Minister

Vishnu Deo Sai presided over a

series of impactful decisions

aimed at strengthening financial

support and inclusive governance

across Chhattisgarh. In a landmark

Chhattisgarh govt clears key
welfare,  recruitment measures

move for disability welfare, the

Cabinet approved the refund of

Rs 24.50 crore to the National

Handicapped Finance and De-

velopment Corporation

(NHFDC).  This amount repre-

sents outstanding loans dis-

bursed to persons with disabili-

ties for self-employment and

education at a concessional in-

terest rate of 3 per cent.

The decision underscores the

government’s commitment to

empowering differently-abled

citizens.

Further, the Cabinet granted a

one-time relaxation in the School

Education Department’s Recruit-

ment and Promotion Rules,

2019, to facilitate direct recruit-

ment of 100 Special educators.

Ulan Bator, Nov 2 : Mongolia

and Kazakhstan announced on

Monday the establishment of a

strategic partnership, marking a

significant step in strengthening

bilateral relations.

 According to the Mongolian

presidential press office, Mon-

golian President Ukhnaa

Khurelsukh and his visiting

Kazakh counterpart Kassym-

Jomart Tokayev emphasised that

deepening ties will play an es-

sential role in promoting peace

and ensuring sustainable devel-

opment.

Mongolia, Kazakhstan

upgrade ties to strategic partnership
No Iran talks until ship attacks stop: US
Washington, Nov 2  : The

United States will not hold ne-

gotiations with Iran until

Tehran stops attacking com-

mercial ships, Vice-President

J.D. Vance has said, warning

that Washington could use eco-

nomic, military, diplomatic and

covert pressure to protect glo-

bal energy supplies and pre-

vent Iran from rebuilding its

nuclear programme.

“The President's been very

clear, we're not talking to them

and we're not going to talk to them

unless they stop shooting at com-

mercial shipping,” Vance told a

White House press briefing.

He said the United States would

not set a deadline for ending its

operations because their duration

depended on Iran’s conduct in the

Strait of Hormuz.

“We're not going to set an artifi-

cial timeline,” Vance said, argu-

ing that disclosing a timetable

would be irresponsible while Iran

continued threatening oil and gas

vessels. Vance rejected descrip-

tions of the situation as an ongo-

ing war. He said major combat

operations were no longer taking

place and the immediate US ob-

jective was to maintain the flow

of energy through the strait.

“The Iranians would like zero mil-

lion barrels to come out of the

Strait of Hormuz. Last night, 15

million barrels came out of the

Strait of Hormuz,” he said. “That's

because of the United States of

America.”  Vance said the absence

of a global energy crisis reflected

US action to protect commercial

shipping. He maintained that no

other country had the capability to

perform that role. He de-

clined to say whether the ad-

ministration was considering

arming Iranian dissidents.

NCP factions to

contest Pune civic

body polls together but

on separate symbols

Pune, Nov 2 :  In a signifi-

cant political development,

NCP-SP legislator Rohit

Pawar on Monday an-

nounced that the two rival

factions of the Nationalist

Congress Party (NCP) will

contest the upcoming Pune

and Pimpri-Chinchwad mu-

nicipal elections together.

The local-level understand-

ing marks a departure from

the 2024 Lok Sabha and As-

sembly elections, in which

the two factions had con-

tested against each other.

Rohit Pawar’s announce-

ment came a day after NCP

chief and Maharashtra

Deputy Chief Minister Ajit

Pawar, during a campaign

rally, said that his faction and

the Sharad Pawar-led NCP

would jointly contest the

Pimpri-Chinchwad Munici-

pal Corporation (PCMC)

elections.

Speaking to reporters, Rohit

Pawar said the decision was

taken in keeping with the

“sentiments and wishes of

local party workers”.
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Indians hold 91 pc of US EB-2 green card backlog : USCIS data
Washington, Nov 2 : In-

dian nationals account for

about 91 per cent of ap-

proved advanced-degree

green card petitions stuck

waiting for a visa number, accord-

ing to US Citizenship and Immi-

gration Services data, underlining

how per-country caps keep Indian

professionals at the back of the

queue.

USCIS data as of June 2026 show

391,296 approved petitions in the

employment-based second prefer-

ence (EB-2) category, for ad-

vanced-degree professionals,

awaiting green cards. Of

these, 356,360 were for

people born in India, or about

91.1 per cent.

GENERAL NEWS



Canberra, Nov 2 : India’s High

Commissioner to Australia,

Nagesh Singh, on Monday met

Lieutenant General Susan Coyle,

Chief of the Australian Army and

discussed the strong and growing

defence partnership between both

nations.

“High Commissioner of India

Nagesh Singh met Lieutenant

General Susan Coyle AM CSC

India and Australia discuss

deepening army-to-army cooperation, training
DSM, Chief of the Australian

Army, and congratulated her on

assuming the leadership of the

Australian Army,” the High

Commission of India in

Canberra stated on X.

“Discussions focused on the

strong and growing India-Aus-

tralia defence partnership, deep-

ening army-to-army cooperation,

training and exchanges.

China’s Fifth Plenum in global
spotlight, concerns raised over 'purges'
New Delhi, Nov 2 : The Fifth

Plenary Session of the 20th

Central Committee of the

Communist Party of China

(CPC), which concluded in

Beijing on October 29,

hogged global limelight as it

came ahead of the 2027 lead-

ership transition, as well as

owing to the "record low" at-

tendance of the Central Com-

mittee members and the al-

leged expulsion of 33 offi-

cials.  Multiple reports sug-

gested that out of 376, only

279 members attended the

Central Committee meeting

while 33 officials were "expelled".

A report in the Nile Post says that

this has raised questions about

accountability, political loyalty,

and the concentration of power

under President and General Sec-

retary Xi Jinping, even as the

Asian nation prepares for the 2027

leadership transition.

Acknowledging that the Fifth Ple-

num accounted for a critical mo-

ment for the country’s political

leadership, the report says that the

scale of the reported investiga-

tions has intensified scrutiny of

China’s senior leadership.

The report says that the campaign

has become a central component

of Xi’s broader approach to

party building, which places

considerable emphasis on ideo-

logical conformity, organis

ational discipline, and the selec-

tion of officials who implement

central directives. As the party

prepares for its 2027 Congress,

investigations and disciplinary

decisions could influence the

composition of the next genera-

tion of lead-

ers. The news-

paper report

further says

that the chal-

lenge.

Washington, Nov 2 :  The United States

has criticised China's actions against Ti-

betan religious institutions, urging Beijing

to end interference in religious freedom

after the authorities demolished monks’

residential quarters at a monastery in east-

ern Tibet, a media report said.

Chinese authorities began demolishing

around 200 monks’ residences at Dza

Sershul Thekchen Dargyeling Monastery

in Sershul County, Kardze (Ganzi) Ti-

betan Autonomous Prefecture, on Octo-

ber 25 and 26, sources told Radio Free

Asia (RFA) on condition of anonymity,

citing security concerns.

“Everything is over now. We are losing

everything,” the source said.

Responding to the developments, a US

State Department spokesperson told RFA

on Thursday that the demolitions were

part of wider Chinese government efforts

to exercise control over spiritual institu-

tions, religious education and monastic

life in Tibet.

“We call on Beijing to end its interfer-

ence in Tibetan religious life. Tibetan

Buddhists should have the right to prac-

tice their faith freely.

US urges China to end

interference in Tibetan religious freedom

Seoul, Nov 2 :  South Korea's

Special counsel Min Joong-

ki's team on Monday accused

former first lady Kim Keon

Hee of illegally intervening

in state affairs "behind the

curtains" as it announced the

final results of its investiga-

tion.

The team raised the accusa-

South Korea: Special counsel accuses ex-first lady

of illegally intervening in state affairs 'behind curtains'
tion against Kim -- the wife of

ousted former South Korean

President Yoon Suk Yeol -- in a

press briefing, a day after its 180-

day investigation into her corrup-

tion allegations officially con-

cluded. "The special counsel in-

vestigation confirmed the

president's spouse engaged in the

modern-day sale of public offices,

something expected to be found in history books,

and illegally intervened in state affairs behind the

curtains, out of the public's sight," assistant special

counsel Kim Hyong-kun said.

China bigger threat
than USSR: Ex-US Defence Secy

Washington, Nov 2 : Indian

Ambassador to the United

States Vinay Kwatra met the

visiting officers of the

Armed Forces Medical Ser-

vices of India in Washington

during their visit to the

United States.

In a post on X, Kwatra

wrote, “Interacted with Sur-

geon Vice Admiral Arti Sarin

and officers of Armed Forces

Medical Services of India

who are visiting US for in-

teracting with their counter-

parts at US INDOPACOM,

DHA, Departments of Army,

Navy and Air Force. The

visit is aimed at enhancing

cooperation in military

medicine which is an impor-

tant pillar of strong bilateral

defense relationship be-

tween India and the US.”

Despite tensions over trade,

security ties between India

and the United States have

remained strong.

In mid-September, Ambassa-

dor Kwatra met the US

Undersecretary of War for

Policy, Elbridge Colby.

Indian envoy meets

visiting armed

forces medical team

in Washington

La Paz, Nov 2  : Bolivian Presi-

dent Rodrigo Paz Pereira called

on future subnational authorities

to work with the central govern-

ment to address the country's

economic and institutional chal-

lenges.  Paz Pereira made this

appeal after casting his vote in

the southern city of Tarija on

Monday (local time), where elec-

tions are being held to choose

more than 5,400 officials, includ-

ing governors, mayors and local

legislators for the 2026-2031

term. "We will work with those

elected by the will of the people,"

he said, adding that the elections

offer an opportunity to

strengthen democracy and en-

courage citizen participation.

He said the current situation re-

quires coordinated efforts among

the central government, regional

authorities, and the legislature to

pursue a common agenda for

national recovery, reports

Xinhua news agency.

The president also highlighted

Bolivian president urges future

subnational authorities to unite in tackling crisis
his administration's progress in

economic management, interna-

tional engagement, security and

anti-corruption efforts.

More than 7.4 million eligible

voters were expected to take part

in the elections across more than

33,000 polling stations.

Around 250,000 personnel were

deployed across the nation to

ensure transparency and security

in the subnational elections, in

which more than 7.4 million

citizens were to vote.

According to Carlos Alberto

Goitia, a member of the Su-

preme Electoral Tribunal

(TSE), the deployment covered

all nine departments and 340

municipalities.

Deaths from mob violence, gang rape
incidents rise in Bangladesh in October: Rights body
Dhaka, Nov 2 : Deaths from

mob violence and incidents of

gang rape rose in Bangladesh

in October, local media re-

ported, citing human rights

body Manabadhikar

Shongskriti Foundation

(MSF).

As many as 32 people were

killed in mob violence, an in-

crease from 23 in September,

while gang-rape incidents

rose from 12 to 21 in Octo-

ber, showcasing a rise of 75

per cent. The incidents were

related to verbal altercations,

allegations of theft, extortion,

land disputes, drug-linked dis-

putes and muggings, accord-

ing to MSF's monthly moni-

toring report as quoted by

Bangladesh-based daily 'The

Daily Star'.

Overall incidents of violence

against children and women in-

creased from 354 to 357, while

sexual harassment and abuse cases

rose from 16 to 25, according to

MSF.

As many as 84 women and chil-

dren were killed, which included

20 children and adolescents.

MSF said that sexual abuse cases

which involved boys increased

from seven to 10 while illegal ar-

bitration over criminal matters

rose from one to six.

According to MSF, six newborn

babies were found abandoned.

Among them, five were res-

cued alive, The Daily Star re-

ported. According to MSF, in-

cidents of vandalism or theft

at places of worship of minor-

ity communities increased

from 10 to 35.  MSF also re-

corded incidents of vandalism

at minority homes in Rangpur

and Pirojpur, and several

people were injured in attacks

on markets in Brahmanbaria

and Kushtia.

MSF said that deaths in fac-

tional clashes involving the

Bangladesh Nationalist Party

(BNP) and Awami League in-

creased from one to five. As

many as nine people were

killed in attacks by unidenti-

fied assailants.
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Washington, Nov 2 : Former US Defence Secretary

Robert Gates has warned that the United States is

facing one of the most dangerous periods in its mod-

ern history, saying that China poses a broader and

more formidable challenge than the Soviet Union ever

did.  Gates told CBS News on Monday that the US

was confronting an unprecedented strategic environ-

ment shaped by the combined challenge of China and

Russia, both nuclear-armed powers increasingly

aligned against Washington.

"For the first time in our history, we face nuclear-

armed adversaries in both Europe and Asia," he said.

He warned that China's rapid military modernisation,

technological rise and industrial strength had created

a strategic challenge unlike any previous American

rival. "We have not faced a country that was as tech-

nologically advanced as we are, ahead of us in a few

areas, behind us in a few areas, pretty much even with

us in a few others," Gates said.

The former Pentagon Chief said China's global reach

now extends well beyond military competition.

"So whether it's strategic communications or devel-

opment assistance or trade or whatever, the Chinese

are all over the world dealing with these things," he

added. Gates made the remarks after President Donald

Trump returned from a summit in Beijing with Chi-

nese President Xi Jinping. Trump had re-

ferred to the US and China as a possible "new

G2", suggesting the two countries were the

world's dominant powers.

Gates said China was approaching US power

levels but had not yet surpassed America eco-

nomically or militarily.

"I think our military power is greater than

theirs, although they're catching up," the

former Pentagon Chief said, while noting

that China was already ahead in shipbuild-

ing capacity. Much of the interview focused

on Taiwan and rising tensions in the Indo-

Pacific. Gates urged the Trump administra-

tion to move ahead with delayed arms sales

to Taiwan, saying Washington needed to re-

inforce deterrence against Beijing. "I think

we should go forward with what we've

agreed with Taiwan," he said.
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2nd Unofficial Test: NZ

A’s lower order frustrates India

after Mukesh, Siraj heroics

I
ndia A’s bowlers were made to

work hard for their wickets as

New Zealand A’s lower order

turned the contest around on Day 3 of

the second unofficial Test at Hagley

Oval, stretching their first-innings to-

tal to 424 and securing a 78-run lead

on Monday. India A reached 32 for no

loss in their second innings at stumps,

with Yashasvi Jaiswal and B Sai

Sudharsan reducing the deficit to 46.

The day had begun with New Zealand

A firmly placed at 218/3, but

Mohammed Siraj wasted little time in

breaking the resistance, dismissing

Matthew Boyle for 110 with the first

delivery of the morning. Devdutt

Padikkal pulled off a sharp one-

handed catch at slip to bring an end

to the 208-run partnership. Siraj

struck again after the introduction of

the second new ball, removing Dean

Foxcroft for 93, just seven short of a

century. Mukesh Kumar followed up

by getting wicketkeeper Mitchell Hay

caught behind, leaving the hosts un-

der pressure after a productive start

to the day.

'You made whole country happy':

Sinner congratulates Antonelli on winning 2026 F1 title
New Delhi, Nov 2 : Italian tennis

star Jannik Sinner congratulated

fellow countryman Kimi

Antonelli on becoming the young-

est-ever Formula 1 world cham-

pion with a special message.

The 20-year-old broke Sebastian

Vettel's record of the youngest F1

champion when he secured the

2026 title with a third-place fin-

ish at the Mexico Grand Prix, with

still four races to go.

Speaking in a video shared by F1,

Sinner congratulated Antonelli's

historic title win. "Kimi, you are

the new world champion of this

year, and it sounds amazing. Congrats on

this to your family and, of course, to your

whole team. You made the whole country

very, very happy and enjoy this beautiful

moment. Ciao ciao and see you very soon,"

Sinner said in a video.

Meanwhile, Antonelli has also become the

first Italian world champion after 73 years.

The country saw three driver titles from

Giuseppe "Nino" Farina and Alberto Ascari

in the first four years of the sport from 1950

to 1953, but had to wait for another 73 long

years for an Italian to be crowned. Antonelli

was down in tears after he crossed the line

in P3 in Mexico, which was more than

enough for him to seal the drivers' title.

Messi heroics lead Inter

Miami to Champions Cup

L
ionel Messi delivered a

stunning assist and late

goal to rally Inter Miami

past the New England Revolution,

2-1, and clinch a spot in next year’s

Concacaf Champions Cup.

The win also elevated Miami into

the driver's seat for the Eastern

Conference’s No. 2 seed ahead of

the MLS Cup Playoffs. And it left

Messi with 26 goals and 16 assists

on the season, putting him in pole

position for a historic third

straight MLS MVP award and sec-

ond consecutive golden boot.

An even first 45 minutes saw the

sides go into the half scoreless.

Pakistan fined for slow
over-rate in tri-series final against Sri Lanka
Dubai, Nov 2 : Pakistan have been fined five

per cent of their match fee for maintaining a

slow over-rate in ODI Tri-Series final against

Sri Lanka in Lahore. The sanction was im-

posed by Jeff Crowe of the Emirates ICC Elite

Panel of Match Referees after Pakistan were

found to have bowled one over short of the

required quota within the stipulated time, even

after accounting for time allowances.

Pakistan captain Shaheen Shah Afridi pleaded

guilty to the offence and accepted the proposed

penalty, avoiding the need for a formal hear-

ing. The charge was levelled by on-field um-

pires Ahsan Raza and Wayne Knights, third

umpire Sharfuddoula Ibne Shahid and fourth

umpire Rashid Riaz. Under Article 2.22 of the

ICC Code of Conduct for Players and Player

Support Personnel, teams are penalised five

per cent of their players’ match fees for every

over they fall short of the mini-

mum over-rate requirement.

The penalty applies after the

available time allowances have

been taken into consideration.

The fine comes after Pakistan

registered a thrilling three-wicket

victory over Sri Lanka to lift the

tri-series trophy in front of their

home crowd. Chasing a challeng-

ing target of 326, the hosts

reached 329 for seven with nine

balls remaining, completing the

tournament-winning run chase.

Fakhar Zaman was the chief ar-

chitect of Pakistan’s successful

pursuit, producing a command-

ing 127 off 99 deliveries, his

12th ODI century.

Beardman set to make ODI debut

in England series; Fraser-McGurk returns to T20Is
Melbourne, Nov 2 : Fast

bowler Mahli Beardman is set

to make his ODI squad in the

upcoming white-ball series

with Australia naming up to

eight new faces on their first

internationals at home as they

host England for three ODIs and five

T20Is starting November 13 in Perth.

Beardman, young batter Oliver Peake

and all-rounders Jack Edwards and

Liam Scott were all named in the ODI

squad, while Nikhil Chaudhary and

Joel Davies join Beardman.

Senthilkumar reaches Czech Open squash final
Brno, Nov 2 : India’s Velavan Senthilkumar has advanced

to the final of the Czech Open squash in Brno, a USD

35,000 PSA copper-level tournament, beating French

world No. 32 Auguste Dussourd.

Senthilkumar beat the Frenchman 11-7, 12-10, 11-1 in

the semifinals. The fourth-seeded Indian will take on top

seed and world No. 31 Greg Lobban of Scotland as he

hunts a second title of the season.

'We walk away in a stronger position': McDonald

backs Australia batting unit despite SA thrashing
New Delhi, Nov 2 : Australia head coach Andrew

McDonald has backed his team’s batting unit despite

consecutive collapses against South Africa, insisting

the visitors have reasons to remain optimistic follow-

ing their series defeat in Cape Town.

McDonald also expressed confidence that Steve Smith

would return for the upcoming home Test series against

New Zealand, with Australia keen to resolve the

batter’s neck problem ahead of a demanding interna-

tional schedule.

With Cameron Green returning from injury and Josh

Inglis strengthening his case with another away Test,

Australia could explore different batting combinations

before the New Zealand series. McDonald believes

the experience gained in difficult overseas conditions

could ultimately benefit his side.

“It’s still a very good cricket team with a lot of very

good players in there, and some … (who) will be ac-

knowledged as legends of the game. We’ve got to bal-

ance that out with who comes in, what

the next decisions are. If you looked

at the batting unit, I think we walk

away in a stronger position (than at

the start of the South Africa tour).

'Test series is decisive for Gambhir; KL,

Gill should focus on red ball game: Nayar
New Delhi, Nov 2 : Former India batting

coach Abhishek Nayar believes the team

management should have prioritised red-

ball preparation for players featuring in

both formats ahead of India's upcoming

two-Test series against New Zealand, ar-

guing that the contest carries importance

for head coach Gautam Gambhir and In-

dian cricket fans.


