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Virat Kohli picks Champions

Trophy 2013 final knock as his 'top ODI innings'
Indian icon Virat Kohli picked the

43-run knock off 34 balls against

England in the Champions Trophy

2013 final as his "top ODI in-

nings" as the former India skipper

celebrates his...

JK Lakshmi Cement

Q2 profit tumbles 74 pc to Rs 21 crore
JK Lakshmi Cement on Thursday

reported a sharp decline in profit-

ability for the second quarter of

FY27 as higher fuel costs and

weaker operating margins

weighed on earnings...

Damodara skips meeting

at Gandhi Bhavan;

Mahesh Goud turns back
Hyderabad, Nov 5 : TPCC

Chief Mahesh Kumar Goud has

stepped in to resolve the dispute

between Minister Damodara

Raja Narasimha and Jukkal

MLA Thota Lakshmikantha

Rao. He invited both of them to

visit Gandhi Bhavan today; how-

ever, it is understood that the

Minister has conveyed that he

will not be attending. The PCC

Chief had directed both the Min-

ister and the MLA to come to

Gandhi Bhavan to discuss mat-

ters related to the 'Delhi issue'

(party affairs in Delhi).

Kavitha alleges illegal
constructions, financial irregularities in Ayyappa Society
Hyderabad, Nov 5  :

Telangana Rakshana Sena

(TRS) president Kalvakuntla

Kavitha on Thursday alleged

that Chief Minister A. Revanth

Reddy and his family members

were facilitating illegal con-

structions and financial irregu-

larities in Hyderabad's Ayyappa Society. Addressing a

press conference at the party office in Banjara Hills,

Kavitha alleged that building permissions were being

granted in direct violation of High Court orders, which

restricted construction in the area due to critical ground-

water concerns. She further claimed that the Chief

Minister's brothers were facilitating these unauthorised

approvals and collecting commissions.

Hyderabad, Nov 5  : BJP

National Vice-President Ram

Madhav on Thursday ac-

cused the Congress and IN-

DIA bloc of spreading false

propaganda over the Special

Intensive Revision (SIR) of

electoral rolls to undermine

public faith in India's demo-

cratic institutions.

Addressing a press confer-

Cong spreading false propaganda

on SIR to defame democracy: BJP leader Ram Madhav
ence at the BJP state

office here, he al-

leged that Rahul

Gandhi was mislead-

ing people with

claims of vote theft,

EVM manipulation

and electoral irregu-

larities to cover up

the Congress's elec-

toral defeats.

SLBC tunnel to ensure

irrigation even during

severe drought : Komatireddy
Nalgonda, Nov 5  : Minister for

Roads & Buildings and Cinematog-

raphy Komatireddy Venkat Reddy

said the completion of the Srisailam

Left Bank Canal (SLBC) tunnel

project would enable the State to

draw water from the dead storage of

the Srisailam reservoir and supply

irrigation water to farmers even dur-

ing severe drought conditions.

Robust security arrangements must
be made for the Global Summit : CM Revanth Reddy

Hyderabad, Nov 5 :

Telangana Chief Minister

Revanth Reddy has directed

officials to ensure robust se-

curity arrangements for the

Global Summit. He also in-

structed that a liaison officer

be assigned to every delegate

attending the summit. A meet-

ing of the Telangana Cabinet

was held on Thursday, during

which CM Revanth Reddy

discussed several key issues

with his ministers and offi-

cials. Instructions have been

issued for guests arriving for

the global summit to complete

the delegate registration and

pass-issuance process as soon

as they reach the airport.

The Chief Minister instructed

that comprehensive informa-

tion be provided to the del-

egates well before the global

summit. He directed that a

dedicated officer and a secu-

rity officer be appointed for

each department. He empha-

sized giving greater priority to

the tourism sector and in-

structed that prominent tourist

destinations in Telangana be

showcased at the global sum-

mit. Furthermore, he directed

that specific discussions on

climate change be included in

the summit's agenda.

The Chief Minister suggested

that the global summit should

showcase the entire spectrum

of education in Telangana—

from the nursery level all the

way to the standards of Ox-

ford. He directed that plans for

the summit arrangements be

prepared by November 15th.

Chief Minister Revanth Reddy

also stated that Chief Ministers

from other states should be in-

vited to the global summit.

Hyd set to host world's largest

Poultry India expo; 51,000 visitors expected
Hyderabad is gearing up to host

the 18th edition of Poultry India

Expo 2026, one of the world's

largest poultry industry exhibi-

tions, at the HITEX Exhibition

Centre from...

Anantapur, Nov 5: As the

Parishad elections are under-

way in Andhra Pradesh,

YSRCP cadres are engaging in

acts of violence in several lo-

cations. Leaders of the opposi-

tion alliance have expressed

strong outrage over these at-

tacks by YSRCP groups. In

Anantapur district, too, YSRCP

members have acted aggres-

sively. Tensions flared up in

Polepalli, located in the

district’s Brahmasamudram

mandal, following an alterca-

tion between TDP and YSRCP

Clashes during
Anantapur Parishad elections

factions near a polling station.

As soon as TDP ZPTC candidate

Palabandla Sriramulu entered the

village, YSRCP leaders obstructed

him. A confrontation began when

YSRCP leaders intervened, escalat-

ing into a clash between the two

sides. A heated argument broke out

between the workers of both par-

ties, leading to a brief period of

chaos. The police immediately

stepped in, dispersed both groups,

and brought the situation under con-

trol. Polling is currently proceeding

as usual in Polepalli. The brother

of the TDP candidate sustained se-

rious injuries in an attack by a group of YSRCP

troublemakers. Meanwhile, in Chintarlapalli, lo-

cated in the Shetturu mandal of Anantapur district,

YSRCP goons attacked and severely injured the

brother of Chennakesava—a candidate for the

MPTC (Mandal Parishad Territorial Constituency)

seat. The injured man, Mallini, was immediately

rushed to the hospital. TDP leaders have expressed

strong outrage over the disturbances being created

by the YSRCP at the polling stations.

In Kadapa and Pulivendula, Jagan
is intimidating voters through his atrocities and acts of violence
Amaravati, Nov 5 : Telugu Desam

Party (TDP) Andhra Pradesh

President Palla Srinivasa Rao

stated that the ZPTC and MPTC

elections in the state are proceed-

ing peacefully. He lashed out at the

'axe party' (a reference to the

YSRCP, alluding to the axe sym-

bol associated with Y.S.

Vivekananda Reddy's murder

case), accusing it of attempting to

win the elections by deceiving and

intimidating voters through lies

and acts of lawlessness. Palla

Srinivasa Rao made these remarks while

speaking to the media in Amaravati on

Thursday. They expressed outrage, stat-

ing that YSRCP cadres are intimidating

voters in Erripalli.

Harassment by Odisha Police in Kotia villages;

Minister Sandhyarani expresses strong indignation
P a r v a t h i p u r a m

Manyam, Nov  5:

Odisha police have

shown excessive zeal

in the Kotiya group of

villages, harassing

tribal residents who

were on their way to

cast their votes. Min-

ister Sandhya Rani

visited the Kotiya villages—an

area subject to an ongoing border

dispute between Andhra Pradesh

and Odisha—and stated that the

high-handed actions of Odisha of-

ficials and police in these 29 vil-

lages have escalated significantly.

They criticized the perpetrators for

engaging in intimidation, attacks,

and kidnappings targeting tribal

people. They ques-

tioned why, if there

was an objection to

the elections, the

matter was not sim-

ply reported to the

Election Commis-

sion, rather than re-

sorting to attacks on

the tribal community.

The Minister warned that any high-handed be-

havior toward innocent tribal people would not

be tolerated. She stated that the Andhra-Odisha

border should not be turned into a border akin

to the one between India and Pakistan.

TTD reviews arrangements for Vaikunta Ekadasi
Tirumala, Nov 5  : Tirumala

Tirupati Devasthanams

(TTD) Additional Executive

Officer  Ch. Venkaiah

Chowdary, along with CVSO

Murali Krishna, on Thurs-

day reviewed arrangements

for the ten-day Vaikunta

Dwara Darshan, scheduled

from December 20 to 29, at

the Sudharma Meeting Hall

in Tirumala. The Additional

EO directed officials to make elabo-

rate and well-planned arrangements

towards the smooth conduct of the

prestigious event.
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Alappuzha, Nov 5 : SNDP

Yogam General Secretary

Vellappally Natesan on Thurs-

day reiterated his criticism of

the Muslim League and the

CPI, stressing that his com-

ments are issue-based and di-

rected at party policies, not at

any community.  Speaking to

the media in Alappuzha, he

clarified that attempts to por-

tray him as anti-Muslim are

misleading. Vellappally ac-

cused the Muslim League of

failing to implement social

justice while in power and of

attempting to turn the Muslim

community against the

Ezhava community.

He also said that the CPI’s po-

Criticism of Muslim League

and CPI is issue based: SNDP strongman Natesan
sitions have created an impression

of disunity within the Left Demo-

cratic Front (LDF), urging that

differences be addressed inter-

nally and reminding that back-

ward communities remain the

backbone of the Left.

He alleged that the League, while

in power, failed to implement so-

cial justice, allowing generous

educational opportunities for the

Muslim community in

Malappuram, while the Ezhava

community received only one

aided college.

He said the party is now attempt-

ing to turn the Muslim community

against the Ezhavas, warning that

this could lead to communal ten-

sions similar to the Marad riots.

Aizawl, Nov 5: Mizoram

Governor General V.K. Singh

(Retd) on Thursday praised the

Zo Inspiration Foundation

(ZIF) for its contribution to

social welfare, particularly its

efforts to support underprivi-

leged families and people suf-

fering from serious illnesses.

Addressing the Foundation's

Capacity Building and Second

Beneficiaries Meet in Aizawl,

the Governor said its initia-

Mizoram Guv lauds Zo Inspiration
Foundation for aiding over 3,000 needy people

tives reflected the spirit of gener-

osity, compassion and social re-

sponsibility deeply rooted in Mizo

society. He noted that the Foun-

dation had organised more than

100 campaigns through its health

and mobile clinic services, char-

ity and medical assistance

programmes since its establish-

ment.

It has provided financial assis-

tance exceeding Rs 3 crore to

more than 3,000 people suffering

from serious ailments. Governor

V.K. Singh appreciated the donors

and well-wishers whose contribu-

tions had helped the organisation

sustain its activities.

He also acknowledged the Young

Mizo Association (YMA) for as-

sisting in identifying deserving

beneficiaries.

Describing the Foundation's ac-

tivities as an expression of Chris-

tian values, the Governor urged it

to expand its need-based interven-

tions and explore opportunities to

coordinate its initiatives with gov-

ernment welfare schemes.

Emphasising the importance of

capacity building, he expressed

hope that the interaction with ben-

eficiaries would help them make

better use of available opportuni-

ties and improve their lives.

Zoramthanga, Chairman of the

Foundation, delivered the wel-

come address, while its founder

Emmanuel Thangrosanga pre-

sented an overview of its activi-

ties and achievements.

CYMA President R. Lalngheta

and some beneficiaries also

addressed the gathering.

The Governor presented the Zo

Inspiration Foundation Award

to the Samaritan Association

for the Blind in Durtlang.

As many as 212 beneficiaries

from outside Aizawl attended

the meeting, along with a large

number of participants from the

city and donors who have sup-

ported the organisation.

Madhya Pradesh CM directs collectors

to ensure uninterrupted fertiliser supply to farmers
Bhopal, Nov 5 :

Madhya Pradesh

Chief Minister Mohan

Yadav on Thursday di-

rected district collec-

tors to ensure ad-

equate and timely

availability of

fertilisers to farmers,

holding them respon-

sible for any difficulty

faced by cultivators in

obtaining supplies

during the ongoing

agricultural season.

Addressing collectors

and superintendents

of police (SPs)

through a video con-

ference from his offi-

cial residence in

Bhopal, Yadav said

the entire administrative machin-

ery must remain on alert to ensure

farmers receive fertilisers accord-

ing to their requirements. "Farm-

ers should not face any difficulty

in getting fertilisers or other es-

sential supplies. Collectors will be

held responsible if any such prob-

lem arises," he said, according to

a statement issued by his office.

The Agriculture Department Sec-

retary informed the meeting that

there was no problem with

fertiliser supplies in the state.

Yadav also directed officials to

conduct crop-loss surveys in 12

districts that received normal rain-

fall this year.

He said the surveys should be

undertaken after the anawari (crop

yield assessment) figures are

available.

Union Minister Manohar Lal

calls for adopting sustainable construction
New Delhi, Nov 5 : Union

Minister of Housing and Urban

Affairs, Manohar Lal, on

Thursday emphasised the need

to adopt eco-friendly and sustain-

able construction practices, pro-

mote modern and emerging tech-

nologies, strengthen capacity

building and accelerate digital

transformation in public infra-

structure development. Speaking

at Central Public Works Depart

ment's (CPWD) 172nd Annual

Day celebration at Vigyan Bhawa

n in New Delhi, Manohar Lal ap-

preciated CPWD's contribution.

MPSC aspirants stage massive protest in

Pune over alleged exam frauds, demand reforms
Pune, Nov 5 : Thou-

sands of aspirants pre-

paring for the

Maharashtra Public

Service Commission

(MPSC) examinations

took to the streets of

Pune on Thursday, stag-

ing a massive Akrosh

Morcha to protest al-

leged exam irregulari-

ties, recurring paper

leaks and corruption in

the state's recruitment

process.

The march, which be-

gan at Omkareshwar

Temple and culminated

at the District

Collectorate, drew

widespread participa-

tion from students and

support from opposition

parties including the

Nationalist Congress

Party (Sharadchandra

Pawar), the Indian Na-

tional Congress, and

Shiv Sena (Uddhav

Balasaheb Thackeray).

Clad in a black shirt as

a symbol of protest

against the state admin-

TN delta farmers seek faster

paddy procurement as stocks pile up in open centres
Tiruchi, Nov 5 : Delta farmers

have urged the Tamil Nadu gov-

ernment to speed up paddy pro-

curement and ensure the imme-

diate movement of procured

stocks from Direct Procurement

Centres (DPCs), warning that

delays are causing large accu-

mulations at open yards and

slowing fresh procurement dur-

ing the ongoing summer harvest

season.   With harvesting of the

summer crop almost complete

across the Cauvery Delta, farm-

ers say poor planning has left

thousands of bags of paddy ly-

ing exposed at procurement

centres for several days.

They fear prolonged storage

in the open could affect grain

quality while also delaying

procurement from growers

still waiting to sell their pro-

duce. The short-term sum-

mer paddy crop was culti-

vated on around 1.60 lakh

acres across the Delta begin-

ning in April. Procurement

commenced during the last

week of June and is sched-

uled to continue until Au-

gust.

K’taka govt collecting 10 times
cost of guarantees through price hikes: Pralhad Joshi
New Delhi/Bengaluru, Nov

5 : Union Minister Pralhad

Joshi has launched a scathing

attack on the Congress gov-

ernment in Karnataka, accus-

ing it of pushing the once

prosperous state towards eco-

nomic decline by imposing

repeated price hikes while

claiming to provide free guar-

antees.

The Karnataka government,

which aggressively cam-

paigned on the promise of free

travel before coming to

power, has now pushed all

four state transport corpora-

tions, including Karnataka

Road Transport Corporation

(KSRTC) and Bengaluru

Metropolitan Transport Cor-

poration (BMTC), into severe

financial distress, he alleged.

Joshi claimed that the trans-

port corporations had reached

a situation where they were

struggling even to find money

to purchase diesel for their

buses. By accumulating thousands

of crores of rupees in pending pay-

ments under the guarantee

schemes, the government had

pushed the corporations into fi-

nancial losses, he alleged.

He expressed concern that the

state transport corporations, which

were functioning successfully and

profitably, had plunged into losses

during the three-and-a-half years

of Congress rule.

Accusing the Karnataka govern-

ment of damaging the state's

economy, Joshi said it had in-

creased the prices of essential

commodities to cover up its lack

of planning and administrative

failures. After increasing the

prices of milk, curd and ghee, the

government had now imposed a

steep hike in bus fares, delivering

repeated blows to the common

people, he said.

He alleged that the government

had demonstrated poor gover-

nance by pushing an economically

strong and prosperous state to-

wards financial decline while ne-

glecting public welfare.

Joshi further alleged that develop-

ment in Karnataka had come to a

standstill since the Congress gov-

ernment assumed office. Instead

of undertaking development

works and strengthening the state

exchequer, the government had

emptied the treasury, he charged.

Within days of increasing the

prices of Nandini milk, curd and

ghee, the government had arbi-

trarily raised bus fares, placing an

additional burden on poor people,

students and employees earning

modest salaries, he said. Ques-

tioning the rationale behind the

guarantee schemes, Joshi

asked what kind of guarantee

it was when the government

claimed to provide free ser-

vices on one hand while in-

creasing the prices of essential

commodities and everyday ser-

vices on the other.

The Karnataka government

was claiming to offer free ben-

efits but was recovering ten

times the cost from people's

pockets through successive

price hikes, he alleged.

istration and the commission,

MLA Rohit Pawar addressed

the overflowing crowd of can-

didates from atop a vehicle,

launching a fierce attack on

MPSC leadership.

Highlighting recent revelations

surrounding the MPSC Excise

(Departmental) Examination,

Rohit Pawar alleged direct in-

stitutional complicity in ad-

ministrative malpractices,

pointing to reports implicating

a high-ranking joint secretary-

level officer in leaking exam

marking patterns. "It is deeply

shocking that while students

dedicate 20 hours a day to rig-

orous preparation, officials

within the commission are al-

legedly selling exam materials.

This injustice against

hardworking candidates will

not be tolerated. This march is

not political; it is a fight for the

future of our youth," he stated.

The protesters have demanded

the immediate removal and re-

placement of the current

MPSC Chairman and Secre-

tary and press for their replace-

ment with officers of unblem-

ished integrity.
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Villagers demand immediate

closure of Polluting Iron Sponge Plant

Hyderabad, Nov 5 : Resi-

dents of Kandivanam and

Mogiligida villages in

Shadnagar constituency of

Rangareddy district have

demanded the immediate

c losure  of  Om Shiva

Shakti Kedia Iron Sponge

Industry, alleging that its

operat ions are causing

severe environmental pol-

lu t ion and threatening

public health. Addressing

a press conference at

Basheerbagh Press Club in

Hyderabad, the villagers al-

leged that toxic smoke and

black dust from the factory

were contaminating agri-

cultural fields, reducing

crop yields and affecting

livestock.

Hyd set to host world's largest

Poultry India expo; 51,000 visitors expected
Hyderabad, Nov 5 : Hyderabad is

gearing up to host the 18th edition

of Poultry India Expo 2026, one of

the world's largest poultry industry

exhibitions, at the HITEX Exhibition

Centre from November 25 to 27. The

three-day international event is ex-

pected to attract more than 51,000

industry professionals and over 550

exhibitors representing nearly 120

countries. Organised by the Indian

Poultry Equipment Manufacturers'

Association (IPEMA) under the ban-

ner of Poultry India, the exhibition

will bring together poultry farmers,

equipment manufacturers, feed pro-

ducers, breeders, veterinarians, tech-

nology providers and industry ex-

perts on a common platform.

Union Minister of State for Fisher-

ies, Animal Husbandry and Dairy-

ing and Panchayati Raj, Prof. S. P.

Singh Baghel, is scheduled to inau-

gurate the exhibition. He will also

inaugurate Poultry Knowledge Day,

a specialised industry conference to

be held on November 24 at HICC–

Novotel, Hitech City.

Spread across seven exhibition halls,

the expo will showcase the latest

equipment, products and technolo-

gies covering poultry breeding,

hatcheries, feed manufacturing, farm

management, housing systems, dis-

ease prevention, egg pro-

cessing and waste manage-

ment. The event comes at a

time when India's poultry

sector is witnessing growing

demand for eggs and poul-

try meat, prompting produc-

ers to focus on improving

productivity, controlling

feed costs and adopting ad-

vanced farming practices.

India produced 142.77 bil-

lion eggs during 2023–24,

retaining its position as the

world's second-largest egg

producer. The poultry sector

is estimated to support 5–6

million livelihoods through

farming, feed manufactur-

ing, transportation, process-

ing and equipment supply.

Technologies such as auto-

mated feeding systems, cli-

mate-controlled poultry

housing, farm monitoring

solutions, veterinary diag-

nostics and feed-efficiency

innovations are expected to

be among the major attrac-

tions. Speaking about the ex-

hibition, IPEMA–Poultry

India President Uday Singh

Bayas said the event would

provide.

Revanth to launch 9,053-crore

projects during three-day Kodangal tour
Hyderabad, Nov 5  : Chief

Minister A. Revanth Reddy

will undertake a three-day tour

of the Kodangal Assembly

constituency from November 7

to 9, during which he will

launch a series of development

initiatives, lay foundation

stones for major projects and

inaugurate several government

facilities. The Chief Minister

will lay foundation stones for

13 development projects esti-

mated to cost 9,053 crore and

inaugurate 10 government

buildings constructed at a cost

of 46.08 crore.

On November 7, Revanth

Reddy will inaugurate a mega

farmers' fair and industrial expo

at Hakimpet. He will interact with

progressive farmers and agricul-

tural scientists to discuss various

issues concerning the agriculture

sector. The Chief Minister will

also hold a special meeting with

industrialists to explore opportu-

nities for accelerating industrial

development in the constituency.

On November 8, the Chief Minis-

ter will interact with women mem-

bers of Self-Help Groups (SHGs)

and lay the foundation stone for

the Ecopalm palm oil factory in

the Lagcherla Industrial Corridor,

which will be established at an

estimated cost of 81 crore. Among

the major projects to be taken up

are the Kotwalguda-Nacharam

Radial Road-II, estimated to cost

5,060 crore; the second phase of

the MNKLIS project at 2,100

crore; and the construction of 223

bituminous (BT) roads at a cost

of 1,410 crore. He will also launch

the construction of an agricultural

college in Kodangal at an esti-

mated cost of 123 crore and par-

ticipate in the programme for es-

tablishing 10 Telangana

Public Schools at a cost of

?118.80 crore. In addition,

works for modern bus sta-

tions in Kodangal, Kosgi

and Maddur will be taken

up. The Chief Minister will

also inaugurate several fa-

cilities, including police

stations, hospitals, colleges

and government offices.
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Agartala, Nov 5 : The prospects of the Con-

gress and the CPI (M) contesting the Novem-

ber 27 civic elections in Tripura jointly under

the INDIA bloc banner appear uncertain amid

differences over seat-sharing and the unilat-

eral announcement of candidates by the Left

party.  Congress Working Committee mem-

ber Sudip Roy Barman criticised the CPI (M)

for announcing its candidates on November 2

without holding proper discussions with the

Congress, describing the move as an expres-

sion of arrogance and prejudice.

Roy Barman, a former minister and a sitting

MLA, said that the Congress was a century-

old national party and could not be treated like

the CPI (M)'s other Left partners, including

the Revolutionary Socialist Party (RSP), For-

ward Bloc, Communist Party of India (CPI)

and CPI (ML). He expressed displeasure over

the CPI (M)’s unilateral decision to announce

candidates without reaching an understand-

ing with the Congress, indicating that such an

approach could undermine the prospects of

an electoral understanding between the two

Congress-CPM differences cloud
INDIA bloc’s prospects in Tripura civic polls

parties. The Congress also on

Wednesday announced its can-

didates for all 51 seats in the

Agartala Municipal Corpora-

tion (AMC).

Meanwhile, CPI (M) Tripura

state Secretary and Leader of

Opposition (LoP) Jitendra

Chaudhury maintained that dis-

cussions with the Congress

were still underway and that

the possibility of a joint con-

test had not been ruled out.

Chaudhury said that he had

held discussions with Roy Bar-

man and Tripura Pradesh Con-

gress Committee President

Asish Kumar Saha over seat-

sharing arrangements. He said

that the principal objective of

the two parties was to prevent

the BJP from gaining any po-

litical advantage in the forth-

coming civic elections.

Ro Khanna says armed settlers in

Israel's West Bank detained him
Washington, Nov 5 : Indian American Con-

gressman Ro Khanna has accused armed

Israeli settlers and Israeli soldiers of detain-

ing him and other American citizens in the

West Bank and called for an investigation

into the episode.  Khanna, a California

Democrat, told NBC News that settlers car-

rying M4 rifles stopped his delegation dur-

ing a three-day visit to the occupied terri-

tory.

He said the group feared for its safety.

"They had violent settlers detain American

citizens, including an American government

official," Khanna said.  "You had these set-

tlers brandishing M4s, kicking the tyres of

our van, laughing at us, mocking at us, vid-

eotaping us." Khanna said the settlers held

the delegation for about 20 minutes before

four Israel Defence Forces (IDF) soldiers

arrived. Instead of immediately clearing the

road, he alleged, the soldiers continued to

block the group. "We were detained for

about 20 minutes, fearful of our lives,"

Khanna added.  "Then the IDF comes- four

soldiers -- they tell our translator that they're

on the side of the settlers. They further de-

tain us and block us in." The delegation then

contacted the US Embassy.  Khanna said an

official identified as David Brownstein in-

tervened and reached Israeli authorities. He

said the group was allowed to proceed about

75 minutes after the episode began.

Ahead of Tripura civic polls,

three pistols, 50 rounds seized; two Bihar residents held
Agartala, Nov 5 : Tripura

Police have arrested two

persons from Bihar and

seized three pistols,  50

rounds of ammunition and

six magazines in Agartala

on Thursday, days ahead of

the November 27 urban lo-

cal body elections, officials

said.

A police official said that

the arrests were made dur-

ing a special operation near

a Shiva temple close to

Battala bridge following in-

telligence inputs about the

suspected possession of il-

legal firearms.

The official said the police

team acted on a tip-off and

detained the two suspects dur-

ing the operation. Two mobile

phones were also recovered.

According to police, the seized

pistols bear the inscription

"Made in Italy" and appear to be

factory-manufactured. Their au-

thenticity and origin will be de-

termined through forensic ex-

amination and further investiga-

tion, he said. The identities of

the arrested persons have not

been disclosed.

Police have registered a case and

are investigating the possible

source and intended use of the

firearms.

The recovery comes amid

heightened security preparations

for the November 27 civic elec-

tions, which include polls to the

Agartala Municipal Corpora-

tion.

The investigation is underway to

establish the full circumstances

surrounding the recovery of the

arms and ammunition and deter-

mine whether others were in-

volved in the case.

Meanwhile, the Tripura Police

last week seized 200 rounds of

live cartridges from a passenger-

carrying vehicle during a

naka checking operation at

Maharani in Gomati district

and arrested an arms traf-

ficker in connection with the

seizure.

The official said that the ve-

hicle, a Max, was travelling

from Agartala towards

Raishyabari in Dhalai district

when it was intercepted by

police near Maharani Police

Outpost.

According to the official, po-

lice stopped the vehicle dur-

ing a routine checking opera-

tion and conducted a search,

during which 200 rounds of

live cartridges were recov-

ered.

One person, identified as

Bimal Chakma alias Jayanta

Lal Chakma, 37, was subse-

quently arrested in connec-

tion with the incident.

India declares one-day national

mourning on demise of Qatar’s former Amir

PM Modi assures 'faster justice'

as Cabinet approves Rs 3,788-cr

extension for Fast Track Special Courts

P
rime Minister Narendra Modi said on Wednes

day that the Centrally Sponsored Scheme for

Fast Track Special Courts will ensure "faster

justice". “From less delay to faster justice!” PM Modi

wrote on X. The Scheme has a total financial outlay

of Rs.3,788.04 crore (Central Share of Rs.2,353.15

crore and State/UT Share of Rs.1,434.89 crore).

The Central Share will be funded from the Nirbhaya

Fund. The extended scheme provides for the

operationalisation of 850 fast track special courts

across the country, up from the present 779 functional

courts. Each court will have a dedicated Judicial Of-

ficer, a Special Public Prosecutor assigned exclu-

sively to it, and six support staff to ensure focused

and expeditious disposal of pending cases of rape

and offences under the Protection of Children from

Sexual Offences Act, 2012. Central assistance will

continue to be provided to states and UTs to meet the

operational expenditure of these courts in accordance

with the approved funding pattern.

The continuation of the scheme is expected to de-

liver faster trials and timely justice to victims of

sexual offences, reduce the large backlog of rape and

POCSO cases, and promote a child-friendly and vic-

tim-centric court environment through the establish-

ment of Vulnerable Witness Deposition Centres and

specially designed court spaces.

By prioritising cases involving women and children,

the scheme also aims to reduce inequalities in access

to justice. Implementation will be overseen by the

Department of Justice in coordination with state gov-

ernments and UT administrations.

Expansion of the courts to 850 will be based on the

pendency of rape and POCSO cases in different dis-

tricts. Performance will be monitored through the

FTSC Dashboard, periodic progress reports and ex-

penditure statements, along with regular consultations

with High Courts and state governments.

The primary beneficiaries remain women and chil-

dren who are victims of sexual offences.

Launched on October 2, 2019, in the wake of the

Criminal Law (Amendment) Act, 2018 and the Su-

preme Court's directions, the scheme currently oper-

ates in 29 states and Union Territories.

Since its inception, the 779 functional Fast Track

Special Courts, including 399 exclusive POCSO

Courts, have disposed of 4,02,457 cases.

The fresh five-year extension is intended to further

strengthen the judiciary's capacity to deliver time-

bound justice in these sensitive matters.

New Delhi, Nov 5 : India declared one day of national

mourning  following the demise of Amir Sheikh Hamad

bin Khalifa Al-Thani, Father Amir of the State of Qatar,

who passed away earlier on Thursday.

"The Government of India has declared one-day national

mourning tomorrow, 13 July 2026, as a mark of respect

for His Highness Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani,

Father Amir of the State of Qatar, who passed away today.

The National Flag will be flown at half-mast on the day of

mourning throughout India on all buildings where the

National Flag is flown regularly, and there will be no offi-

cial entertainment on the day," read a statement by the

Ministry of External Affairs (MEA). Parliamentary Affairs

and Minority Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju is expected to

visit Qatar shortly to convey condolences on behalf of the

Indian government. Earlier in the day, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi expressed condolences at the demise of

Father Amir Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al-Thani, noting

that he was a visionary leader who led Qatar to great lev-

els of development and prosperity and was a true friend of

India. "We deeply mourn the passing of Father Amir of

State of Qatar, HH Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani. A

visionary leader who led Qatar to great levels of develop-

ment and prosperity, we remember him also as a true friend

whom I had the honour of meeting during my last visit to

Qatar in February 2024. I convey my sin-

cere condolences to the Amir of Qatar, HH

Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani and the

entire royal family and people of Qatar. May

the departed soul rest in eternal peace," PM

Modi posted on X.

Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani ruled

Qatar from 1995 to 2013, when he handed

over the reins of leadership to his son Sheikh

Tamim Bin Hamad Al Thani. During his

reign, Qatar witnessed massive economic,

social and cultural development, and the

country extended its status among the Arab

and international community, according to

Amiri Diwan's statement.
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Former US Security Adviser
warns Trump policies driving allies away

Washington, Nov 5 : Former

US Deputy National Security

Adviser Jon Finer has warned

that countries across Europe,

Asia and the Middle East are

reducing their dependence on

the United States, arguing that

President Donald Trump’s

policies are weakening Ameri-

can partnerships and imposing

economic costs at home.

“The World Is Cutting Ties With

America. It’s Already Costing

Us,” Finer wrote in a guest essay

published by The New York Times

on Friday. He said European

policymakers were expanding

their defence, energy and technol-

ogy industries while diversi-

fying relations with other

countries. The shift was vis-

ible at last week’s NATO

summit in Ankara, where

Trump renewed threats

against US allies Denmark

and Spain, he wrote. Finer

argued that the trend ex-

tended well beyond Europe.

He attributed it to what he

described as the Trump

administration’s “ostenta-

tious corruption, trade con-

flicts, military adventurism

and mercurial artificial intel-

ligence regulation”. The

former Biden administration

official said this amounted to

“a nearly global grand strat-

egy of countries distancing

themselves from the world’s

most powerful nation”.



'Deliberate distraction': EU's foreign

policy chief rejects Moscow's claim of

Ukraine targetting Russian govt sitesNew Delhi, Nov 5 : India-

Germany relations are enter-

ing a new phase of deeper en-

gagement, with both coun-

tries expanding cooperation

across trade, investment, en-

ergy and strategic sectors,

German Ambassador to India

Jasper Wieck said on Thurs-

day.  Speaking to IANS on the

sidelines of an event marking

the 20th anniversary of the

Indo-German Energy Forum

(IGEF) here, Wieck said the

bilateral relationship has

evolved significantly over the

years and is now living up to,

and even surpassing, the ex-

pectations associated with the

strategic partnership between

the two nations. "We have just

celebrated 75 years of diplo-

matic relations between India

and Germany, and we have had

a strategic partnership for 26

India-Germany relationship now

deeper and more diverse than ever : German Envoy
years. I think we are now liv-

ing up to the expectations of

this strategic partnership and

going beyond them," he said.

The ambassador highlighted

the growing momentum in

economic ties and said the pro-

posed India-EU free trade

agreement could prove trans-

formative for bilateral com-

merce.  According to Wieck,

the agreement, expected to be

signed by the end of this year

and come into force in the first

half of next year, would reduce

tariffs on a range of industrial

products and some agricultural

goods. "The EU free trade

agreement, which is to be

signed at the end of this year

and is expected to enter into

force in the first half of next

year, will be a game changer

for our bilateral trade and in-

vestment partnership.

Washington, Nov 5 : Indian

Americans are on course to keep

six seats in the US House of Rep-

resentatives, matching their

record, after five Democrats

from the community won on

Thursday and Arizona physician

Amish Shah held a lead in a race

that had still not been called on

Wednesday night.

That would reverse a forecast of

a shrinking caucus. Two veter-

ans, Raja Krishnamoorthi and

Shri Thanedar, will not return,

but two newcomers, Pia Dandiya

in Florida and Shah, if he holds

on, are set to replace them. Ev-

ery Indian American who won a

House seat is a Democrat, so the

entire group will sit in the ma-

jority from January. Shah, a

Democrat and former Arizona

state lawmaker.

US Midterms: Samosa Caucus

set to hold at 6; defy forecast

of shrinking Indian American bloc

in Democratic House

Florida Governor calls Midterm rout 'close to
extinction-level event', says Republicans failed to 'shut off H-1B visas'
Washington, Nov 5 : Florida

Governor Ron DeSantis has

faulted Senate Republicans for

failing to curb the H-1B visa

programme, the main route by

which Indian technology pro-

fessionals work in the United

States, as he blamed the party's

midterm losses partly on its

own voters staying home.

Asked by Fox News host Laura

Ingraham how big a mistake it

was not to get rid of the Senate

filibuster, DeSantis said he "saw

no indication that the current

group of Republican senators

were interested in doing that type

of conservative change."

"I mean, why haven't we done

immigration, shut off H-1B visas?

Why haven't we codified Trump's

immigration executive orders?" he

told Ingraham. He also asked why

Republicans had not "stripped ju-

risdiction from the federal courts

over deportation cases."

"There's so many things that could

have been done, they didn't even

attempt it," DeSantis said.

He said the midterm result was "a

rebuke of the president and the

Congress by Democrats, indepen-

dents and some Republicans that

crossed over." But, he added, "a

lot of our voters who stayed home,

they stayed home because they

were frustrated with the lack of productiv-

ity from Republicans in the House and Sen-

ate." "So it's really both sides of Pennsyl-

vania Avenue. It's not just one," he said.

At a news conference in Florida on Wednes-

day, DeSantis called Tuesday's results

"close to an extinction-level event.

Quetta, Nov 5 : Journalists in Pakistan's

Balochistan province observed 'Black Day' on

Thursday to remember November 3, 2007 emer-

gency and protest against the forced dismissal

of media professionals, the shutdown of media

bureau offices in Balochistan, non-payment and

delayed payment of their salaries, local media

reported on Thursday. Journalists wore black

armbands, hoisted black flags at press clubs and

held protests in Balochistan to highlight the

challenges faced by the media industry in Paki-

stan. The protest was held at the call given by

the Pakistan Federal Union of Journalists

(PFUJ), leading Pakistani daily Dawn reported.

Last month, an Islamabad-based media watch-

dog documented 97 violations against the me-

dia and its practitioners from October 2025 to

August 2026. It stated that Pakistan remained a

deeply hostile environment for journalism and

media professionals during 2025-26 despite the

drop in the number of documented violations.

Freedom Network’s latest annual Impunity Re-

port 2026 titled 'From Violence to Lawfare: Pro-

cess as Punishment for Journalists' stated,

"About 10 cases a month (against media per-

sonnel), their nationwide spread and severity in

the period showed that fewer violations did not

mean greater safety." The report authored by

journalist Adnan Rehmat and Freedom Network

Executive Director Iqbal Khattak was produced

with technical assistance from International

Media Support (IMS). Freedom Network said

that at least 97 attacks and other violations were

reported between October 2025 and August

2026, compared with 142 in the preceding cycle.

Cases reported from October 2025 to August

2026 included one work-related killing, three

attempted assassinations, 18 threats of murder

or harm, 13 legal actions and 32 threats of legal

actions as well as 11 assaults. Punjab reported

49 cases, followed by Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,

Islamabad and Balochistan. Digital and inde-

pendent journalists were targeted most often,

according to the report.

Pakistan: Journalists observe

Black Day in Balochistan, highlight

challenges faced by media industry

Washington, Nov 5 : Republi-

can Senator Rick Scott has intro-

duced legislation that would re-

quire the US government to de-

termine whether several Chinese

technology firms pose threats to

national security.  The proposed

“Blocking CCP Spy Tech Act of

2026” targets a group of Chinese

companies known as the “Six

Little Dragons”, including

DeepSeek, Game Science,

Unitree Robotics, DEEP Robot-

ics, BrainCo and Manycore Tech.

The companies are based in

Hangzhou, China, and are seen

as part of Beijing’s push into ar-

tificial intelligence, robotics and

digital technologies.

Under the bill, US national se-

curity officials would have one

year to investigate whether

equipment or services from the

companies threaten US national

security or public safety. If

deemed a risk, the firms could be

added to the Federal Communi-

cations Commission’s “Covered

List”, which identifies commu-

nications equipment and services

considered a security threat.

US bill targets Chinese tech

firms over national security concerns

Rights body flags rising violence against women,

minorities and journalists across Bangladesh
Dhaka, Nov 5 : As atrocities against women and

children continues to rise in Bangladesh, at least

261 women and girls were subjected to various

forms of violence across the country last month,

local media reported, citing a human rights

organisation.  In its monthly report, Dhaka-based

Human Rights Support Society (HRSS) documented

82 rape cases, with 42 of the victims being chil-

dren. Of the rape victims, five were murdered, while

another died by suicide. The report also recorded

72 cases of sexual harassment and nine deaths linked

to dowry-related violence. Domestic violence

claimed the lives of 47 women, while 21 others died

by suicide. In addition, 38 children lost their lives

to violence, while 163 others faced abuse, leading

Bangladeshi newspaper 'The Daily Star' reported.

Highlighting attacks on minority communities, the

report documented four incidents in which seven idols

and three homesteads were vandalised in October. Two

shrines in Sherpur and Thakurgaon were also attacked.

According to the findings, 33 incidents of mob beat-

ings over allegations of theft, robbery and mugging

claimed at least 22 lives and left 20 others injured.

Another 22 incidents of mob violence resulted in one

death and 36 injuries. The report recorded rising at-

tacks against journalists, with at least 46 media pro-

fessionals subjected to attacks or harassment in 28

separate incidents during October.

Addis Ababa, Nov 5 : The confirmed

infection of a US humanitarian worker

supporting the ongoing Bundibugyo

Ebola outbreak response in the Demo-

cratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) has

added critical urgency to the protection

of health responders, the Africa Centres

for Disease Control and Prevention (Af-

rica CDC) said.

The Africa CDC said in a press statement

that health workers, humanitarian per-

sonnel, volunteers and operational staff

are "sustaining the response under in-

tense pressure," identifying cases, caring

for patients and protecting affected com-

munities in order to contain transmission.

It said relevant authorities and the re-

sponse team have launched an epidemio-

logical investigation, contact tracing and

exposure risk assessments concerning the

US humanitarian worker, while high-

lighting that the exact circumstances of

the exposure remain under investigation.

The confirmed case has been supporting

the outbreak response in Bunia, the capi-

tal of eastern DRC's Ituri Province and

the epicentre of the outbreak, Xinhua

news agency reported.

Africa CDC urges

stronger protection measures

for Ebola responders

Brussels, Nov 5 :  European Union's High Repre-

sentative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy

Kaja Kallas on Thursday termed Russia's claim of

Ukraine targetting its key government sites a "de-

liberate distraction."  She accused Russia of attempt-

ing to derail progress made towards peace by

Ukraine and its Western partners and urged inter-

national community to not trust Moscow's claims.

In a post on X, Kallas stated, "Russia’s claim that

Ukraine recently targetted key government sites in

Russia is a deliberate distraction. Moscow aims to

derail real progress towards peace by Ukraine and

its Western partners. No one should accept un-

founded claims from the aggressor who has indis-

criminately targetted Ukraine’s infrastructure and

civilians since the start of the war."

Her statement comes as Major General Alexander

Romanenkov, Chief of the Russian Aerospace

Forces' Anti-Aircraft Missile Troops, said on

Wednesday that Ukrainian armed forces' drone at-

tack on Russian President Vladimir Putin's resi-

dence in the Novgorod region were launched from

Sumy and Chernihiv regions.

"At around 7:20 p.m. on December 28, an air at-

tack using unmanned aerial vehicles was discov-

ered from the Sumy and Chernihiv regions of

Ukraine," Russian media outlet Izvestia quoted

Romanenkov as saying on Wednesday.

Ukraine's attack was targetted, meticulously

planned, and multi-layered. According to Russia's

Ministry of Defence, its air defence assets destroyed

all Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) aimed at the

presidential residence. Russia used Surface-to-Air

Missiles (SAMs) and Electronic Warfare (EW) sys-

tems to repel Ukrainian armed forces attacks over

the Bryansk, Smolensk, and Novgorod regions. As

many as 41 drones were shot down over the

Novgorod region while 49 drones were shot down

over the Bryansk region between December 28-29.

On Monday, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei

Lavrov accused Ukraine of launching UAVs at the

state residence of Putin in the early hours of De-

cember 29. He stated that Russia will respond to

Ukraine's attack, Russia's news agency Tass re-

ported. On the night of December 28-29, "the Kyiv

regime launched a terrorist attack using 91 long-

range strike unmanned aerial vehicles on the state

residence of the president of the Russian Federa-

tion in Novgorod Region", the Foreign Minister

said. All drones were destroyed by Russian air de-

fences, and there were no reports about casualties

or damage, he said, noting that the development

comes amid intense negotiations to resolve the con-

flict between Russia and Ukraine. Meanwhile,

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky on Mon-

day rejected Russia's allegations, terming it "dan-

gerous statements to undermine achievements of

shared diplomatic efforts" made with US President

Donald Trump's team and "lies".
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Odisha: Over Rs 107 crore
sanctioned for cyclone-hit families in Ganjam, Koraput
Bhubaneswar, Nov 5 : The

Odisha government on Thurs-

day sanctioned more than Rs

107.70 crore from the State Di-

saster Response Fund (SDRF)

to provide immediate gratuitous

relief assistance to families se-

verely hit by Cyclone Arnab

across Ganjam and Koraput dis-

tricts.

The financial sanction comes

directly in accordance with the

comprehensive relief package

announced by the Chief Minis-

ter to mitigate the hardship of af-

fected populations.

A massive chunk of the financial

package has been allocated to

southern coastal areas where the

cyclone caused extensive disrup-

tions to daily life and normal live-

lihood activities. According to of-

ficial sources, out of the total sanc-

tioned relief package, Rs

1,07,44,55,000 has been released

exclusively for Ganjam district.

On the other hand, an amount of

Rs 26,27,500 has been sanctioned

for distribution among eligible

beneficiaries in tribal-dominated

Koraput district.

As per the relief criteria laid down

under the state package, cash as-

sistance of Rs 2,500 will be pro-

vided to each eligible family.

In Ganjam district alone, a total

of 4,29,782 cyclone-affected fami-

lies have been identified to receive

this direct assistance. Similarly, in

Koraput district, 1,051 im-

pacted families will be cov-

ered under this ex-gratia dis-

bursement at the uniform rate

of Rs 2,500 per household.

The Special Relief Commis-

sioner (SRC) has already

placed the sanctioned funds

directly at the disposal of the

Collectors of Ganjam and

Koraput.

The district administrations

have been directed to ensure

smooth, transparent, and

prompt disbursement of the

cash relief to verified benefi-

ciaries strictly adhering to

standard disaster manage-

ment guidelines.

Hyderabad, Nov 5 : Chief Sec-

retary Sanjay Jaju said the

Telangana government was

making elaborate arrange-

ments to organise the Invest

Telangana Global Summit–

Invest Telangana Summit to

be country’s largest industrial expo: CS
2026, scheduled to

be held from De-

cember 7 to 9 at

Bharat Future City,

Hyderabad, with the

aim of positioning it

as the country's larg-

est industrial expo.

The Chief Secretary

reviewed the prepa-

rations and

progress of various

activities planned.



Jyothy Labs Q2 net profit
tanks 87.9 pc to Rs 10.6 crore, revenue up
New Delhi, Nov 5 : Jyothy

Labs on Thursday reported

an 87.9 per cent year-on-year

decline in its consolidated net

profit to Rs 10.6 crore for the

second quarter of FY27.

The company had posted a

profit of Rs 87.8 crore in the

corresponding quarter last

year.

Revenue rose 3.3 per cent to

Rs 760 crore in the quarter

under review, from Rs 736

crore in Q2 FY26.

Earnings before interest, tax,

depreciation and amortisa-

tion (EBITDA) plunged 83.9

per cent to Rs 19 crore from

Rs 118 crore a year ago.

Similarly, EBITDA margin

contracted by 1,350 basis

points to 2.5 per cent, against

16 per cent in the year-ago

period.

Excluding the Pril and Fa

businesses, the company's

revenue grew 12.4 per cent

year-on-year in value terms,

while volumes grew 8.1 per cent

during the quarter. Along with the

results, Jyothy Labs also an-

nounced a share buyback.

The company will buy back up to

68.37 lakh equity shares of face

value Re 1 each, amounting to

1.86 per cent of its outstanding

equity, it said in its exchange fil-

ing. The buyback price has been

fixed at Rs 215 per share, a 15 per

cent premium to the company's

current market price. The total

outgo for the buyback will be Rs

147 crore. The buyback will be

carried out through the tender of-

fer route, under which shares will

be repurchased at the pre-deter-

mined price of Rs 215 per

share. However, promoters

and promoter group entities

will not participate in the

buyback, the company said.

The board has also constituted

a buyback committee to work

out further details, while the

record date has not yet been

disclosed.

Shares of Jyothy Labs on

Wednesday ended at Rs 189,

an increase of 0.32 per cent,

apiece on the BSE. The stock

has recorded a 52-week high

of Rs 319.05 and a 52-week

low of Rs 171, as per the ex-

change data.

JK Lakshmi Cement

Q2 profit tumbles 74 pc to Rs 21 crore

New Delhi, Nov 5 : The Fed-

eration of Indian Chambers of

Commerce and Industry

(FICCI) has urged the Finance

Ministry to exempt long-term

capital gains (LTCG) tax on

listed equities in the Budget for

2027-28, while also calling for

a stable 10-year capital gains

tax regime, changes to tax rules

for foreign investors, and the

removal of certain tax deduc-

tion at source (TDS) require-

ments.

The apex business chamber

has contended that the reintro-

duction of the LTCG tax in

2018, without withdrawing the

securities transaction tax

(STT) on listed shares, has re-

sulted in a dual levy on equi-

ties. It has also flagged the in-

crease in short-term capital

FICCI seeks LTCG tax
exemption on equities in Budget wish list

gains (STCG) tax to 20 per cent and

LTCG tax to 12.5 per cent from July

23, 2024, with an exemption thresh-

old of Rs 1.25 lakh.

The industry body further cited for-

eign portfolio investor withdrawals of

around Rs 3.08 lakh crore during the

year and said higher capital gains tax

and the absence of forex adjustment

have eroded returns on equity.

FICCI has proposed restoring the

LTCG exemption on listed securities.

If required to protect revenue, the

government could appropriately in-

crease STT on delivery-based trans-

actions, it added. It has also sought a

commitment to maintain the capital

gains tax framework for around 10

years. Additionally, for foreign inves-

tors, FICCI has proposed allowing

capital gains to be calculated in the

original foreign currency in which the

investment was actually made.

New Delhi, Nov 5 : After re-

searchers found that a group

of rogue OpenAI agents took

control of a German website,

the US-based AI company

said it is working on a frame-

work to address such con-

cerns and will share it in up-

coming weeks.

OpenAI is also working with

dozens of government regula-

tory agencies worldwide on

these issues, including the re-

cent “wiki incident”.

A research found that a group

of rogue OpenAI agents took

control of a German website

this spring and turned it into

a message board for other AI

agents. “How we think about the

‘wiki incident,’ where our agents

wrote to several internet sites: it’s

past time for us to define standards

for when and how we share mis-

alignment incidents, not just mis-

alignment properties of our mod-

els,” the company said on X. His-

torically, “we have treated mis-

alignment largely as a research

question, which gets communi-

cated in research publications

such as systems cards. This year,

we’ve started to see misalignment

cause new types of real-world

impact”, it added.

On the ‘Hugging Face’ incident,

where misalignment led to secu-

rity impact to us and third parties,

OpenAI said it followed a tra-

ditional security incident re-

sponse playbook.

“We immediately started work-

ing with Hugging Face to un-

derstand what had happened

and also disclosed publicly the

very next day. Our investigation

continues, and we are continu-

ing to notify parties whom our

models impacted in less signifi-

cant ways,” it noted.

Purple Style Labs shares make weak

debut, list at up to 7 pc discount to issue price
Mumbai, Nov 5 : Shares of Purple Style Labs

made a weak debut on Dalal Street on Thursday,

listing at a discount of up to around 7 per cent to

their issue price of Rs 575 per share.  The shares

listed at Rs 539 on the BSE, a decrease of 6.26

per cent against the issue price, while on the other

exchange the National Stock Exchange debuted

at Rs 535, down 6.96 per cent. However, later in

trading session, the stock declined as much as

10.26 per cent or Rs 59 per share to hit an intraday

low of Rs 516 on the BSE in early deals. On the

NSE, the stock recorded an intraday low of Rs

515.85, a decrease of 10.28 per cent or Rs 59.15

per share. The weak debut comes against the back-

drop of widening losses and a sharp increase in

borrowings at the luxury fashion company. Ac-

cording to the company's red herring prospectus,

Purple Style Labs reported a consolidated loss of

Rs 285.40 crore in fiscal 2026, compared with a

loss of Rs 188.38 crore in fiscal 2025 and Rs 47.71

crore in fiscal 2024. Its total borrowings rose

to Rs 371.40 crore as of March 31, 2026 from

Rs 112.79 crore a year earlier and Rs 116.33

crore in fiscal 2024. Moreover, total income

increased to Rs 567.07 crore in fiscal 2026

from Rs 494 crore in the previous year, while

EBITDA declined to Rs 30.37 crore from Rs

41.99 crore. Apart from earnings, the com-

pany also faces concentration risks with

womenswear accounting for 77.7 per cent of

total gross merchandise value at Pernia's Pop-

Up Shop in fiscal 2026, as per the IPO docu-

ment. A shift in customer preferences, weaker

demand or an inability to anticipate fashion

trends could materially affect sales and prof-

itability, the RHP said.
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Mumbai, Nov 5 : JK Lakshmi Cement on Thursday

reported a sharp decline in profitability for the second

quarter of FY27 as higher fuel costs and weaker oper-

ating margins weighed on earnings, despite growth in

revenue and cement sales volumes.

The cement maker posted a net profit of Rs 21 crore

for the quarter ended September 30, 2026, marking a

74.1 per cent decline from Rs 81 crore reported in the

corresponding quarter of the previous financial year

(Q2 FY26), according to its stock exchange filing.

Revenue from operations, however, rose 5.5 per cent

year-on-year to Rs 1,617 crore during the July-Septem-

ber quarter, compared with Rs 1,532 crore a year ear-

lier.  Cement sales volumes increased 5 per cent to 29.83

lakh tonnes from 28.43 lakh tonnes in the year-ago pe-

riod. Despite higher sales, operating performance came

under pressure. EBITDA fell 25.5 per cent year-on-year

to Rs 155 crore from Rs 208 crore, while operating

margin contracted to 10 per cent from 14 per cent in

the corresponding quarter last year.

On a per-tonne basis, EBITDA declined 29 per cent to

Rs 517 from Rs 732.

The company attributed the mar-

gin pressure largely to higher en-

ergy expenses. Fuel costs in-

creased to Rs 1.82 per kilocalorie

during the quarter, compared with

Rs 1.54 per kilocalorie in the same

period last year. Average cement

sales realisations remained largely

stable at Rs 4,885 per tonne, com-

pared with Rs 4,895 per tonne a

year earlier.  Capacity

utilisation stood at 62 per cent

during the quarter, slightly

lower than 65 per cent re-

corded in the corresponding

period of FY26.

On the balance sheet front, JK

Lakshmi Cement's net debt

rose to Rs 2,027 crore as of

September 30, 2026, from Rs

1,266 crore at the end of March

2026.

The increase was mainly

driven by ongoing capital ex-

penditure on expansion

projects at Durg and

Madhubani, which are part of

the company's plan to raise

overall cement production ca-

pacity to 25.1 million tonnes

per annum by FY30. Shares of

the company ended

Wednesday's trading session

1.5 per cent higher.  However,

the stock has declined nearly

40 per cent so far this year.

Oracle cancels Tencent AI Chip
leasing deal following US pressure: Report
New Delhi, Nov 5 : Oracle has

reportedly canceled a multibillion-

dollar agreement to lease ad-

vanced artificial intelligence chips

to Chinese technology giant

Tencent after coming under pres-

sure from the Trump administra-

tion.  The report by Financial

Times said US officials ap-

proached Oracle with concerns

about the arrangement, which

would have provided Tencent with

access to a large number of ad-

vanced AI chips through Oracle's

overseas data center network.

The move highlights growing

scrutiny by Washington over

China's access to cutting-edge

computing technology amid an

intensifying technology rivalry

between the two countries.

The deal, first reported by the Fi-

nancial Times last month, was es-

timated to be worth about $7 bil-

lion and was described as

Tencent's largest overseas leasing

agreement.

Under the proposed five-year ar-

rangement, Tencent was expected

to gain access to around 100,000

advanced AI chips housed across

multiple Oracle data centers in

Southeast Asia. The chips were

seen as a way for Tencent to bol-

ster its AI capabilities despite re-

strictions that have limited China's

direct access to advanced semi-

conductors.  Washington has im-

posed export controls on high-end

chips and AI-related technologies,

while Beijing has pursued policies

aimed at strengthening domestic

semiconductor capabilities.

According to the report, Tencent

has also faced pressure at home.

Senior officials from Guangdong

province, where the company is

headquartered.

India’s auto sector industrial leasing hits

5.4 million sq ft as manufacturers scale up: Report
New Delhi, Nov 5 : India's auto-

motive and ancillary sector leased

around 5.4 million sq ft of indus-

trial space between 2024 and the

first half of 2026, accounting for

nearly 13 per cent of the country's

built-up industrial demand during

the period, a report said on Thurs-

day. According to a CBRE re-

port, domestic companies re-

mained the biggest drivers of

demand, contributing 57 per

cent of industrial space absorp-

tion, while occupiers from the

Asia-Pacific region accounted

for 26 per cent.

Rogue AI agents: OpenAI says

working on framework to address such concerns
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Lucknow, Nov 5 : A Judicial

Magistrate in Uttar Pradesh's

Firozabad district was killed af-

ter she lost control of the car that

she was driving, causing it to col-

lide with another vehicle and over-

turn on a highway, police said on

Thursday.  The victim has been

identified as Judicial Magistrate

Sonam Chaturvedi.

Police said that she died on the

spot following the tragic accident.

Chaturvedi was a resident of

Chandikara village in Mainpuri

district and was currently posted

in Firozabad.

The accident occurred on the Na-

tional Highway under the

Makkhanpur police station area

after a collision between two cars.

Following the impact of the colli-

sion, the car driven by the Judi-

cial Magistrate overturned.

The judicial officer suffered se-

vere head injuries as a result of

the accident and died on the spot.

Upon receiving information about

the accident, police reached the

Judicial Magistrate killed

after car overturns in UP's Firozabad
site, took custody of the body,

and initiated an investigation.

This comes days after a van col-

lided with a truck in Uttar

Pradesh's Kushinagar, claiming

six lives.

Two others suffered injuries in

the accident, police said.

The accident occurred on Mon-

day near the Tharuadih village

under Hata Kotwali in

Kushinagar, late at night.

According to the officials, the

van was carrying eight people

when it crashed into the truck,

killing six on the spot.

Upon receiving the information,

the police immediately arrived at

the spot and transported the in-

jured to a nearby hospital. They

were later shifted to Gorakhpur

Medical College for further

treatment. The bodies of the de-

ceased were also sent for post-

mortem, officials said.

Police said that among those

killed, five were from the same

family of Kaptanganj.

BJP frustrated with INDIA bloc's historic
rally: UP Cong chief on 'Save Democracy padyatra'
Lucknow, Nov 5 : Congress'

Uttar Pradesh President

Aradhana 'Mona' Misra, on

Thursday, said it "must be the

first time" that a ruling party is

staging protests against the op-

position, contending that the

BJP-led government has been

left "frustrated" with the INDIA

bloc's "historic" 'Dilli Chalo'

rally.

Misra made the remarks after

BJP chief Nitin Nabin and Uttar

Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath led the 'Save Democ-

racy, Remove Anarchy' rally in

UP's Gorakhpur.

The BJP has been holding the

rally across various parts of the

country to counter the INDIA

bloc's protests against Chief

Election Commissioner (CEC)

Gyanesh Kumar over alleged

electoral irregularities.

Speaking to IANS, Aradhana

Misra said: "I think this must be

the first time that the ruling party

is taking to the streets in protest

against the opposition. This also

reflects their frustration some-

where, the unrest that has stirred

within the BJP after the historic

rally at (Delhi's) Ramlila Maidan."

"So, somewhere, it has compelled

them to the point that today the

ruling party itself is forced to hit

the streets in agitation," she

claimed.

Meanwhile, the UP Congress chief

also spoke regarding the meeting

held in Delhi under the leadership

of party MP Priyanka Gandhi

Vadra, in view of the upcoming

Assembly polls in Uttar Pradesh.

"Yesterday's meeting was very

important, in which we began

preparations for our elections,

and there was discussion on

those election committees that

are formed during the elections,

such as the manifesto commit-

tee, management committee, co-

ordination committee, media

committee—there was extensive

discussion on all of them, and it

has been a very positive and en-

ergetic start," Aradhana Misra

said.

She added that the party has al-

ready undertaken preparations

for the upcoming polls.

New Delhi, Nov 5 : A 17-year-

old boy died after being allegedly

stabbed during a violent alterca-

tion in the Molarband area of

South Delhi’s Badarpur. Police

have apprehended three accused

in connection with the case,

while efforts are underway to

trace the remaining suspects.

According to Delhi Police, infor-

mation about the incident was re-

ceived through DD No. 94A at

Police Station Badarpur at

around 8 p.m. on Thursday. The

alert was conveyed by local beat

staff, who reported a stabbing in-

cident near Pandey Medical

Store in Gali No. 4 on the 40-

Foot Road in Molarband. A pre-

liminary inquiry revealed that the

victim.

17-year-old boy stabbed

to death in South

Delhi; three accused held

Bihar govt transfers five IPS officers; Khagaria
SP Bhanu Pratap Singh attached to Patna PHQ
Patna, Nov 5 : The Bihar

government on Thursday or-

dered a reshuffle in the state

police administration, trans-

ferring five IPS officers and

assigning new responsibili-

ties to another senior police

officer.

Among the key changes,

Khagaria Superintendent of

Police (SP) Bhanu Pratap

Singh has been removed from

his post and directed to report

to the Bihar Police Headquar-

ters (PHQ) in Patna with im-

mediate effect.

He had recently been in the

news following a dispute

with his wife.

According to a notification is-

sued by the Home Depart-

ment (Police Branch),

Shailendra Singh, currently serv-

ing as SP of Sheohar, has been

transferred and appointed as the

new SP of Khagaria.

Mohibullah Ansari, who was serv-

ing as City SP of Muzaffarpur, has

been appointed as the new SP of

Sheohar.

In another change, Aprajit, a 2020-

batch IPS officer, has been trans-

ferred from his position as Com-

mandant of Bihar Special Armed

Police-16, Patna, where he was

also holding the additional charge

of SP (Law and Order), Bihar.

He has been appointed as Aide-

de-Camp (Police) to the Governor

at the Governor's Secretariat in

Patna.

Meanwhile, Kumari Mamta

Kalyani, a recently promoted IPS

officer serving as Commandant of

Bihar Special Armed Police-10,

Patna, has been given the addi-

tional charge of Commandant of

Bihar Special Armed Police-16.

The reshuffle has resulted in

changes in the police leadership

of Khagaria and Sheohar districts,

while Bhanu Pratap Singh has

been placed at Police Headquar-

ters pending a fresh posting.

Earlier, in August, the Bihar gov-

ernment had carried out a major

police reshuffle involving 17 IPS

officers, including the SPs of

Bhojpur and Siwan, where

police actions had triggered

controversies.

According to the Home De-

partment notification issued at

the time, Siwan SP Puran

Kumar Jha was transferred

and placed on the waiting list

for a new posting.

His tenure had witnessed con-

troversy over the alleged use

of AK-47 rifles by police per-

sonnel during a student pro-

test on July 25.

Modi govt's Agniveer decision a
befitting reply to Akhilesh Yadav: UP MLA Bedi Ram
Ghazipur (Uttar Pradesh),

Nov 5 : Suheldev Bharatiya

Samaj Party (SBSP) MLA

from Ut ta r  Pradesh’s

Jakhanian, Bedi Ram, has

descr ibed  the  Cent ra l

Government's decision to ex-

tend the service tenure of

Agniveers as a befitting re-

sponse to opposition leaders,

particularly Samajwadi Party

chief Akhilesh Yadav, who

had repeatedly raised ques-

t ions  over  the  Agnipa th

scheme.  Speaking to the me-

dia in Ghazipur on Thursday,

Bedi Ram said that when the

Agnipath recruitment scheme

was introduced, opposition

leaders  had  s t rongly

criticised the government and

created controversy over the

future of Agniveers. How-

ever, the latest decision by

the Narendra Modi govern-

ment had addressed several

concerns  surrounding the

scheme.

Under the revised arrange-

ment announced by the Cen-

tre, 75 per cent of Agniveers

from the first batch will be

offered an additional two-

year service extension, while

25 per cent will be considered

for retention in the regular

armed forces, subject to the

prescribed selection process.

Bedi Ram said the decision

would provide additional op-

portunities to young people

who wished to continue serv-

ing the country. He also ex-

pressed confidence that the

government would make fur-

ther arrangements for those

completing their extended ten-

ure. Targeting Akhilesh Yadav,

the  MLA sa id  tha t  the

Samajwadi Party leader had

repeatedly questioned the gov-

ernment over the Agniveer

scheme. According to Bedi

Ram, the latest announcement

is an appropriate response to

the criticism raised by oppo-

sition leaders. During the in-

teraction, Bedi Ram was also

asked about the recent state-

ment made by SBSP national

president Om Prakash Rajbhar

in Banda, in which he report-

edly spoke about his associa-

t ions  wi th  people  such  as

Dhananjay Singh and Mukhtar

Ansari. The statement has at-

tracted considerable attention

on social media. Defending

Rajbhar's remarks, Bedi Ram

said  Banda  fa l l s  in  the

Bundelkhand region, where

people  f rom weaker  and

marginalised sections have

historical ly faced pressure

from powerful elements. He

explained that Rajbhar's words

were intended to boost the

confidence of disadvantaged

communities and encourage

them to become more aware of

education and employment

opportunities. Bedi Ram fur-

ther said that the meaning of

words could vary depending

on the context and location,

adding that Rajbhar's intention

was to strengthen the morale

of deprived and marginalised

sections of society.

Bhubaneswar, Nov 5 : After

the induction of former Biju

Janata Dal (BJD) MLA Pravat

Ranjan Biswal into the

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) on

Thursday, the  BJD has targeted

the ruling party in Odisha, al-

leging that instead of returning

money to chit fund depositors

as promised, the BJP had in-

ducted one of the accused in the

multi-crore chit fund scam into

its ranks.

Addressing a press conference

at the BJD headquarters here,

party spokesperson and media

coordinator Lenin Mohanty

claimed that the development

would have no impact on the

party. Mohanty said that BJD

had denied Biswal a ticket af-

ter he was named as an accused

in the chit fund case. He added

that Biswal was expelled from

the party a few months ago for

indiscipline.

BJD targets BJP

over induction of former

MLA Pravat Biswal

In flood-affected Chitrakoot, UP CM distributes

aid; hands over cheques for collapsed houses
Chitrakoot, Nov 5 : Uttar

Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath, on a day-long visit

to flood-affected Chitrakoot,

on Thursday conducted an

aerial survey and ground in-

spections of the areas affected

by the floods.

The Chief Minister met hun-

dreds of families affected by

the flooding of Mandakini

river, enquired about their

hardships, and also distributed

ration kits and relief material

to them. Providing immediate

assistance, CM Adityanath

also handed over cheques of

Rs 1.2 lakh each to three

flood victims whose homes

had been washed away in the

floods. He also distributed

land allotment certificates to

some beneficiaries.

The administration is cur-

rently conducting a survey,

and similar assistance will

soon be provided to other af-

fected people as well.

While distributing relief ma-

terial, Chief Minister Yogi

Adityanath assured the pub-

lic that Uttar Pradesh govern-

ment stands firmly with flood

victims in this time of crisis.

Assam: Two suspected poachers, absconding

wildlife offender arrested in Raimona National Park
Guwahati, Nov 5 : Two suspected

poachers and an absconding wild-

life offender were apprehended in

two separate anti-poaching opera-

tions by forest personnel at

Assam's Raimona National Park

under the Bodoland Territorial

Council (BTC), officials said on

Thursday. In a major boost to

wildlife protection and conserva-

tion efforts, the Central Range of

Raimona National Park (RNP)

conducted an intensive anti-

poaching operation that led to the

arrest of two persons allegedly

involved in illegal wildlife activi-

ties. Additional Principal Chief

Conservator of Forests (Addl

PCCF) and Council Head of De-
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partment (CHD), BTC, Sonali

Ghosh, said the operation was

launched following credible in-

telligence inputs received around

20 to 21 days ago regarding the

movement and suspicious activi-

ties of five to six unidentified

persons inside the national park.

Acting swiftly on the informa-

tion, Forest Department officials

initiated a detailed investigation.

 and intensified surveillance
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Kabul, Nov 5 :  Afghanistan's

Foreign Minister Amir Khan

Muttaqi held a meeting with

the United Nations High

Commissioner for Refugees

(UNHCR) representative in

Afghanistan, Arafat Jamal,

discussing the return of Af-

ghan refugees and measures

taken to provide them support

and assistance after they ar-

rive in the Islamic nation, lo-

cal media reported on Thurs-

day.

During the meeting, Muttaqi

and Jamal discussed strength-

ening cooperation and coordi-

nation between the Taliban-

led government and the

UNHCR to improve condi-

Afghanistan Foreign Minister, UNHCR

representative discuss Afghan refugees' return
tions for Afghan returnees, ac-

cording to the statement released

by Afghanistan's Ministry of For-

eign Affairs, Afghanistan-based

Ariana News reported.

Both sides also discussed the need

to coordinate the efforts of rel-

evant countries and international

organisations involved in or inter-

ested in supporting the return and

reintegration of Afghan refugees.

The meeting between

Afghanistan's Foreign Minister

and UNHCR representative

comes at a time when international

agencies have been reporting a

rise in the deportation of Afghan

refugees from neighbouring na-

tions while emphasising the need

for their dignified and safe return.

Pretoria, Nov 5 : Afghanistan

has accused Pakistan of back-

ing and training groups in-

volved in cross-border infiltra-

tion. Earlier, India, Iran and

several Western nations have

also made similar allegations

about Pakistan-based elements

supporting terrorist groups and

causing violence and instabil-

ity beyond its borders, a report

has detailed

According to the Taliban, 41

Pakistan infiltrating militants,
causing instability in Afghanistan: Taliban

militants were killed and 62 oth-

ers were captured by Afghan

forces in Nuristan. All were alleg-

edly linked to ISIS-linked groups

and backed by the Pakistani au-

thorities, a report in South Africa-

based Independent Online (IOL)

detailed. In a statement on Sep-

tember 29, the Taliban Defence

Ministry said its operation against

armed opponents in Nuristan's

Kamdesh district had concluded,

with the killing of 41 people and

the arrest of 62 others. The Taliban

said the fighters had entered

Kamdesh from across the border

with Pakistan’s military regime's

backing, 'Afghanistan Interna-

tional' reported. Afghanistan's

Defence Ministry has said that the

attempted infiltration was con-

ducted under "direct guidance and

cooperation" of the Pakistani mili-

tary. Taliban has also accused Pa-

kistan of causing instability in

Afghanistan by facilitating the re-

cruitment and arming of militants

in Pakistan. Earlier, Pakistan faced

allegations of allowing groups like

Haqqani Network, Lashkar e

Taiba (LeT) and Jaish-e-

Mohammed (JeM) to operate and

carry out attacks when US forces

were deployed in Afghanistan.

The then-US Joint Chiefs Chair-

man Admiral Mike Mullen said,

"The Haqqani network, for one,

acts as a veritable arm of

Pakistan’s intelligence."

For years, India has blamed Pa-

kistan for cross-border terror-

ism, infiltrating militants into

Jammu and Kashmir and back-

ing those carrying out attacks

across the country. India has

also presented evidence to the

international community which

shows involvement of Pakistani

state actors. Similarly, Iran has

accused Pakistan’s intelligence

agency, the Inter Services Intel-

ligence (ISI), of backing mili-

tants, citing what it says is clear

evidence of the ISI's role in

training and facilitating attacks

across the country.

India, Palestine discuss avenues of

cooperation across agricultural value chain
Ramallah, Nov 5 :

Mahima Sikand, Rep-

resentative of India to

the State of Palestine,

on Thursday wel-

comed Mohammad

Daraghmeh, Mayor of

Tubas, and his delega-

tion to the Represen-

tative Office and dis-

cussed potential av-

enues for cooperation

in agriculture.

“Pleased to welcome

H.E. Dr Mohammad

Daraghmeh, Mayor of

Tubas, and his delega-

tion to the Represen-

tative Office today.

Providing a compre-

hensive briefing on

Tubas, the Mayor

highlighted its importance as the

food basket of Palestine, its

strengths in the field of renewable

energy, as well as on key chal-

lenges facing the area,” the Rep-

resentative Office of India in

Ramallah stated on X.

“We discussed potential avenues

for cooperation with India, par-

ticularly climate-smart and water-

efficient agriculture and the appli-

cation of technology and innova-

tive solutions across the agricul-

tural value chain,” it added.

Last month, the Representative

Office facilitated the evacuation

of a group of Indian Council for

Cultural Relations (ICCR) schol-

arship awardees from Gaza.

“This week, the Representative

Office of India successfully facili-

tated the evacuation.

Far-right AfD scores

record win in German state election
Magdeburg (Germany), Nov

5 : The far-right Alternative for

Germany (AfD) has won the

state election in Saxony-

Anhalt with a record 44.5 per

cent of the vote, according to an

exit poll released by a public

broadcaster.  The Christian

Democratic Union (CDU), led

by incumbent state leader Sven

Schulze, suffered a heavy blow,

plunging to 18.5 per cent, down

from 37.1 per cent in 2021, on

Sunday (local time), the poll in

public broadcaster ARD

showed.

China’s new ‘digital iron curtain’:

Beijing tightens grip on people, money and AI
New Delhi , Nov 5 :

China is tightening con-

trols over the movement

of people, capital and

strategic technologies,

with new exit-and-entry

rules set to take effect

on September 15 that

will allow authorities to

restrict citizens from

leaving the country in

cases involving risks to

industrial and techno-

logical security, a report

has said.

The move marks a fur-

ther expansion of

Beijing's efforts to pre-

vent sensitive technol-

ogy, data and talent

from moving overseas,

according to the Nepal

Aaja report.

The latest measures

come amid growing

concern in Beijing over

the loss of advanced

technology and skilled

personnel to foreign

markets. The

government's interven-

tion in the proposed $2

billion acquisition of

Indian workers play important part in

cementing our ties with Saudi Arabia: MoS Kirti Vardhan Singh
Riyadh, Nov 5 : Union Minis-

ter of State for External Affairs

Kirti Vardhan Singh on Thurs-

day hailed the role of Indian

workers in cementing ties be-

tween India and Saudi Arabia.

Singh made the statement af-

ter he met Indian workers at

the labour camp of the Al

Fanar Company in Saudi

Arabia and expressed the In-

dian government's commit-

ment to the welfare of the In-

dian diaspora abroad, espe-

cially workers.

"Delighted to interact with In-

dian workers at the labour

camp of the Al Fanar Com-

pany. Our workers play an

important part in cementing

our bilateral relations with

Saudi Arabia.

 The welfare of Indian

diaspora abroad, especially

Indian workers, is a prior-

ity of the Government of

India," Singh posted on X.

Kirti Vardhan Singh is on a

four-day official visit to

Saudi Arabia. This is his

first official visit to Saudi

Arabia.

Indian Ambassador leads
WWI heroes commemoration ceremony in Brussels
Brussels, Nov 5 : Ambassa-

dor of India to Belgium,

Pranay Varma, on Thursday

led the Commonwealth-Bel-

gian Joint Committee Com-

memoration Ceremony and

Rekindling of the Eternal

Flame at the iconic Colonne

du Congres in Brussels.

“Ambassador Pranay Verma

was honoured to lead the

Commonwealth-Belgian Joint

Committee Commemoration

Ceremony and Rekindling of

the Eternal Flame at the iconic

Colonne du Congrès in Brus-

sels on 4 Nov. 2026 in honour

of the fallen heroes of the

First World War. Together,

we paid tributes to our brave

soldiers and our shared his-

tory, reflected on the values

that unite us, and reaffirmed

our commitment to coopera-

tion, peace and friendship

across the Commonwealth

family. Our sincere thanks to

the Commonwealth War

Graves Commission and the

Belgian Ministry of Defence for

bringing us together to mark this

solemn occasion,” the Indian

Embassy in Belgium stated on

X.

Last month, India, Belgium and

Luxembourg agreed to

strengthen economic ties and

explore opportunities to deepen

cooperation in aerospace, re-

search, innovation and higher

education, according to a state-

ment issued by the Commerce

Ministry.

The 19th session of the India-

Belgium-Luxembourg Eco-

nomic Union (BLEU) Joint Eco-

nomic Commission (JEC) was

held in Luxembourg. The meet-

ing provided a platform for In-

dia, Belgium and Luxembourg

to review bilateral trade and in-

vestment relations and discuss

opportunities to further

strengthen economic coopera-

tion across key sectors, the state-

ment said.

The JEC was co-chaired by

Commerce Secretary Rajesh

Agrawal; Director-General for

Geo-Economy and Economic

Diplomacy, Belgian Federal

Public Service Foreign Affairs,

Foreign Trade and Development

Cooperation, Filip Vanden

Bulcke; and Secretary General

of the Ministry of Foreign and

European Affairs, Defence, De-

velopment Cooperation and For-

eign Trade, Luxembourg, Henri

Schumacher.

The discussions covered a broad

range of priority sectors, in-

cluding logistics, with a fo-

cus on air connectivity and

ports, renewable energy and

clean technology, financial

services and FinTech, digital

transformation and informa-

tion and communication

technology (ICT), healthcare

and life sciences, Ayurveda

and traditional medicine, and

the agro and food processing

industry.

Chinese AI startup Manus by

Meta has emerged as a promi-

nent example of the increas-

ingly sensitive approach to-

wards the overseas movement

of Chinese AI capabilities.

China blocked the transaction

in April and ordered it to be un-

wound on national security

grounds.

Under the new rules, Chinese

citizens may be prevented from

leaving the country if they vio-

late technology import or ex-

port controls in ways that could

endanger industrial or techno-

logical security.

People who commit offences

abroad that harm China's na-

tional security or interests

could also face exit restrictions

lasting between six months and

three years after returning to

the country, the report said.

The restrictions are part of a

broader effort by Beijing to

prevent capital and strategic

assets from leaving China.

Chinese authorities have long

maintained controls on out-

bound capital, including an an-

nual $50,000 foreign-exchange

purchase limit for individuals.



Karnataka Home Minister warns state

BJP leaders of legal action over controversial remarks
Bengaluru, Nov 5 : Karnataka

Home Minister Priyank Kharge

on Thursday warned BJP state

President B.Y. Vijayendra and

Leader of the Opposition in the

Legislative Council, Chalavadi

Narayanaswamy, that they could

face legal action and end up be-

hind bars if they continued mak-

ing provocative and derogatory

statements against Congress

leaders and workers.

Reacting to the controversial re-

marks made by the two BJP lead-

ers, Kharge, speaking to the me-

dia here, said they lacked sub-

stance, knowledge and under-

standing of the issues they were

commenting on. He warned that

the government would initiate le-

gal proceedings against them if

such statements continued. "We

will not act unjustly or put any-

one behind bars without reason.

We will initiate action legally. If

they continue making such state-

ments, the situation will become

difficult for them in the future, and

they may end up behind bars," he

said. Taking strong exception to

Narayanaswamy's remarks against

Congress workers, Kharge said

there was no connection between

the BJP leader's mind and his

tongue. He recalled that

Narayanaswamy had visited his

native place and allegedly called

him a dog.

"Such a person, does he have any

sense?" he asked.

Narayanaswamy had triggered a

controversy by stating that BJP

workers and supporters would

chop Congress workers into

pieces and throw them into the

Arabian Sea if the Congress con-

tinued to create anarchy in the

country. He made the remarks

while addressing a BJP foot march

organised in Kolar under the slo-

gan 'Save Democracy, Eradicate

Anarchy', as a counter to the Con-

gress protest against the Special

Intensive Revision (SIR) of elec-

toral rolls. The Congress strongly

condemned the statement, de-

scribing it as a threat against po-

litical opponents.

New Delhi, Nov 5 : Agriculture

Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan

on Thursday took a resolve to turn

environment protection into a

mass movement among nearly

17,000 ‘Vriksh Mitra’ connected

from across the country.

Chouhan presented a clear and

clean roadmap to give environ-

ment protection the form of a con-

crete mass movement based on

suggestions and dialogue received

from ‘Vriksh Mitra’.  He decided

that every family will plant a tree

on occasions like birthdays, wed-

ding anniversaries, birth of chil-

dren, and pious memories of par-

ents and turn these into ‘Tree Fes-

tivals’, so that slowly this tradi-

tion becomes a habit in every

household.  Every ‘Vriksh Mitra’

will plant at least one tree in a year

and take a resolve to connect at

least five new people with this

campaign, whose public an-

nouncement will be made through

‘Vriksh Mitra Parivar’ to

have a national structure: Shivraj Singh Chouhan
their post on social media so that

a strong network can be prepared

by Hariyali Amavasya on August

12.  Chouhan proposed forming

committees of ‘Vriksh Mitra

Pariwar’ at national, state, dis-

trict, block and village levels to

run the entire campaign in an

organised framework, getting

this structure formally registered

and identifying fixed sites for

plantation in panchayats and ur-

ban local bodies, where every

auspicious work and government

schemes – like Pradhan Mantri

Gram Sadak Yojana, Pradhan

Mantri Awas Yojana, Lakhpati

Didi Yojana, programmes of

Agriculture and Rural Develop-

ment Departments – will start

only by planting trees.  He was

speaking at the ‘Environment

Protection Resolve Programme

and Vriksh Mitra Samvad’

organised at Pusa Complex in

New Delhi.

Agartala, Nov 5 : Tripura

Power Minister Ratan Lal

Nath on Thursday announced

that the state government and

the Tripura State Electricity

Corporation Limited would

provide rooftop solar panels

for just Rs 1,000 to consum-

ers using less than 50 units of

electricity, with 1.5 lakh fami-

lies already identified under

the initiative.

The Minister announced af-

ter launching the Rooftop

Solar Photovoltaic System

Handbook at Geetanjali Gov-

ernment Guest House here.

Highlighting the benefits un-

der the PM Surya Ghar: Muft

Tripura to offer rooftop solar

panels for Rs 1,000 under PM Surya Ghar scheme
Bijli Yojana, Nath said that the

government is providing subsidies

of Rs 33,000 for 1 kilowatt, Rs

66,000 for 2 kilowatts, and Rs

85,800 for 3 kilowatt solar sys-

tems. He said that the PM Surya

Ghar initiative has already gained

momentum in Tripura, with

around 17,000 people registering

under the scheme and nearly 3,500

families installing rooftop solar

systems. “Currently, we are gen-

erating 11 megawatts of power un-

der the PM Surya Ghar scheme.

In collaboration with the Asian

Development Bank, Tripura State

Electricity Corporation Limited,

and the state government, we have

set a new target to identify 1.5 lakh

families consuming less than

50 units of electricity. These

families will receive solar

systems worth Rs 66,000 by

paying only Rs 1,000,” Nath

said. He said that the initia-

tive is expected to generate

around 150 megawatts of

electricity in the state.

“We are hopeful that the

work will begin next month.

We are identifying beneficia-

ries based on official records

of consumers using less than

50 units of electricity. There

are nearly three lakh such

families in the state, and ini-

tially 1.5 lakh families will

be covered under the

scheme,” the Minister added.

Nath further informed that

Germany-based organisation

GIZ, in collaboration with

Tripura State Electricity Cor-

poration Limited, has been

imparting training to offi-

cials, engineers, and vendors

on the maintenance and re-

pair of rooftop solar systems.

He said that following the

training programme, two

handbooks in English and

Bengali were published for

consumers and stakeholders

associated with rooftop solar

projects.

Odisha EOW arrests

accused in Rs 40-crore share trading fraud case
Bhubaneswar, Nov 5 : The Eco-

nomic Offences Wing (EOW) of

the Odisha Police has arrested the

main accused in a Rs 40 crore

share trading fraud case from

West Bengal, a senior official said

on Thursday. The accused was

identified as Amit Mandal, a resi-

dent of South Boilapara under

Bishnupur police station area in

Bankura district of West Bengal.

He was arrested on December 31,

2025 in connection with a case

registered over the allegations

of Sushant Kumar Das of

Odisha's Khordha district.  Das

alleged that the accused

Mandal, along with his associ-

ates, induced him to invest in

share trading by assuring re-

turns of around 3.5 to 7 per cent

per month.  The accused per-

sons also executed an agree-

ment with Das, apart from is-

suing post-date cheques (PDCs)

to win his confidence.

Huge cash recovered from Trinamool office in Bengal's Diamond Harbour
Kolkata, Nov 5 : The police of-

ficers of Diamond Harbour Po-

lice in South 24 Parganas dis-

trict of West Bengal on Thurs-

day recovered huge cash from

a party office of the Trinamool

Congress at Sarisha under Dia-

mond Harbour sub-division in

the district.

According to the Additional Su-

perintendent (zonal) of Dia-

mond Harbour Police, Abhishek

Majumdar, the policemen re-

ceived information of large cash

stocked in the Trinamool Con-

gress office after questioning

Sumit Roy, the executive assis-

tant of party's general secretary

and Diamond Harbour Lok Sabha

member Abhishek Banerjee.

The total cash recovered from the

said party office is valued at Rs

1,02,79,000. Roy was arrested ear-

lier this year in connection with

his involvement in an illegal land

grabbing case at Salboni in West

Midnapore district. Thereafter,

Roy was also accused in another

case of land theft in Diamond

Harbour, in which the police there

took him into custody last week.

Abhishek Majumdar told media

persons on Wednesday afternoon

that Sumit Roy is currently in po-

lice custody in a case filed at

Kalitala-Ashuti Police Station

under Diamond Harbour Police

District. "After being taken into

custody, Sumit Roy was ques-

tioned. Some specific clues were

found from that questioning.

Based on those clues, a search was

conducted at a particular party

office at Sarisha under Diamond

Harbour Police district, and Rs

1,02,79,000 was recovered from

there," Majumdar said.

However, he did not make it clear

who was in charge of that party

office. Although he confirmed that

the party office belonged to the

Bhopal, Nov 5 : The Madhya

Pradesh High Court on Thurs-

day rejected the bail application

of Giribala Singh, a former Dis-

trict and Sessions Judge from

Bhopal, who is facing charges

in connection with the suspi-

cious death of her daughter-in-

law, model Twisha Sharma.

A single-judge bench of Justice

Ajay Kumar Nirankari held that

a thorough investigation into the

accused’s role and the allega-

tions of mental harassment re-

mains necessary.  In its order, the

court observed that the available

evidence and the fact that the

probe is still underway justify

the denial of bail. The bench

noted that a detailed examina-

tion of the deceased’s WhatsApp

messages, CCTV footage and

the circumstances leading up to

the incident is essential.

MP HC rejects bail plea

of Giribala Singh in

Twisha Sharma death case

Guwahati, Nov 5 : Assam Jatiya Parishad (AJP)

President Lurinjyoti Gogoi said on Thursday that

the party has begun an extensive review of its

poor performance in the recently concluded

Assam Assembly elections and is preparing a

long-term strategy to strengthen its

organisational base and nationalist politics in the

state.

Speaking to reporters after a series of internal

meetings, Gogoi added that the regional party

had carried out a detailed assessment of the elec-

Reviewing Assembly poll defeat, will strengthen

organisation for future battles: Assam Jatiya Parishad chief
tion results, including the reasons

behind the Opposition alliance's

failure to achieve the expected

poll outcome against the ruling

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

"We have conducted extensive

discussions and analysis over the

last three days regarding the elec-

tion results. We examined why we

could not achieve success despite

Opposition unity and why the ex-

pected poll results did not

come," the AJP President said.

The AJP had contested 10 seats

in alliance with the Congress

during the recent state Assem-

bly polls but failed to secure a

single victory.

Maulana Rashidi calls for

communal harmony, slams hate

politics amid Bengal cattle crisis
New Delhi, Nov 5 : Maulana Sajid Rashidi

on Thursday appealed for communal har-

mony and mutual respect between commu-

nities while criticising the growing use of

hate-driven rhetoric in politics and society

amid the ongoing cattle crisis in West Ben-

gal. Speaking to IANS, the All-India Imam

Association President said many Muslims in

Bengal had voluntarily refrained from buy-

ing cows as a mark of respect

for Hindu religious beliefs.

"It has been seen that Muslims

in Bengal chose not to buy

cows, saying, 'Hindus consider

the cow as their mother, and we

respect their faith,' in an at-

tempt to send a strong message

of harmony and respect."
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Trinamool Congress. "Inves-

tigation is still ongoing to find

out who actually ran that par-

ticular party office. However,

it was a Trinamool Congress

party office. We need to verify

who was running it,"

Majumdar said.

It is still unclear why this huge

amount of cash was kept in the

Trinamool Congress party of-

fice and where it came from.

TVK MLA alleges Rs 30 crore offer to vote

against Vijay govt, accuses DMK-AIADMK of conspiracy
Chennai, Nov 5 : In a sensa-

tional allegation that has trig-

gered a political controversy in

Tamil Nadu, ruling Tamilaga

Vettri Kazhagam (TVK) MLA

Mustafa on Thursday claimed

that he was offered Rs 30 crore

to vote against Chief Minister C.

Joseph Vijay in a proposed no-

confidence motion in the Assem-

bly.  Speaking to reporters at

Madurai airport, Mustafa alleged

that the opposition DMK and

AIADMK were secretly working

together to destabilise the TVK

government by attempting to lure

ruling party legislators with huge

financial inducements. According

to Mustafa, he received a tele-

phone call offering him Rs 15

crore in advance and another Rs

15 crore after voting against the

government.



Seoul, Nov 5 : Foreign delegates and visitors attend-

ing a key UNESCO committee meeting in South

Korea will have the opportunity to watch master ar-

tisans craft the traditional Korean hat of "gat," fa-

mously worn by Saja Boys, the in-film idol boy group

in the megahit animation "KPop Demon Hunters,"

officials said on Thursday.

The Korea Heritage Service (KHS) announced it will

host a public showcase of various Korean traditional

skills, including gat-making craftsmanship, from July

20 to July 29 at the BEXCO convention centre in

Busan, about 330 kilometres southeast of Seoul.

BEXCO will serve as the venue for the 48th session

South Korea to showcase traditional

'gat' craftsmanship at UNESCO heritage session
of the UNESCO

World Heritage Com-

mittee during this pe-

riod, marking the first

time for South Korea

to host such a meeting.

The event titled "Liv-

ing Heritage X ICH"

aims to introduce vari-

ous traditional skills

representing the

nation's intangible

cultural heritage to

foreign delegates and visitors coming to

attend the session, the agency said.

Recognised masters of the skills will

demonstrate their crafts in the showcase

co-organised by the Korea Heritage

Agency, which operates under the KHS,

reports Yonhap news agency.

End of regime in Iran is near, it
is fighting for existence: Netanyahu
Jerusalem, Nov 5 : Israel

Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu said on Thursday

that the end of the regime in

Iran is near and it is fighting

for its life, noting that there is

another mission to complete.

He made these remarks at a

Rosh Hashanah Toast during

the government meeting.

"We are on the threshold of

Rosh Hashanah, and more than

ever, the State of Israel comes

first. Thanks to the wise and

courageous decisions we made

together around this table,

thanks to the heroism of our

fighters, thanks to the resil-

ience of our people — we have

achieved tremendous accom-

plishments. Israel is stronger

than ever; our enemies are

weaker than ever. Together

with the United States, we

have achieved tremendous

successes in removing an ex-

istential threat hanging over

our heads. We have pushed

away atomic bombs and bal-

listic missiles, and we have

struck the Iranian axis with im-

mense power," the Israeli

Prime Minister's Office quoted

Netanyahu as saying.

"We are determined to defend

ourselves; we are determined

to strike our enemies. They are

not attacking us. Iran is refrain-

ing from doing so, and it

knows why. Of course, it could

err and make the mistake of attack-

ing us anyway. It will suffer a blow

it cannot even imagine," the Israeli

Prime Minister highlighted.

He said that Israel is the strongest

superpower in the Middle East and

warned the enemies, 'Do not try us.'

"I say to our enemies: Do not try us.

This (Israeli) people knows how to

unite in moments of testing, and

right now it is the strongest super-

power in the Middle East, and some

say even beyond," Netanyahu added.

He noted that the Israel Defense

Forces is eliminating terrorists in

Lebanon, Gaza, Judea and Samaria

around the clock.

"The achievements are immense, but

there is still more to complete. I

mean, first and foremost, the top-

pling of the (Iranian) regime. This

regime in Iran — its end is near. It is

weak, it is fighting for its life, it is

faltering. And there is another mis-

sion to complete, which we are de-

termined to bring about," Netanyahu

highlighted. "This will permanently

change the face of the Middle East

and the history of our people. We

know that we are determined to do

this, and we are determined.
Kathmandu, Nov 5 : Indian

Foreign Secretary Vikram

Misri on Thursday held a se-

ries of meetings with Nepali

cabinet ministers and senior

government officials, discuss-

ing ways to deepen bilateral

relations and expand coopera-

tion in several areas during his

visit to the Himalayan nation.

Misri, who arrived in

Kathmandu on Wednesday

morning for a two-day official

visit, began his high-level en-

gagements by meeting Foreign

Minister Shishir Khanal, Fi-

nance Minister Swarnim

Foreign Secretary Misri

holds talks with Nepali leaders, reviews bilateral ties
Wagle and Minister for Energy, Water Re-

sources and Irrigation Biraj Bhakta

Shrestha. He also held delegation-level

talks with a Nepali team led by his coun-

terpart, Foreign Secretary Amrit Bahadur

Rai. During the meeting between the two

Foreign Secretaries, the sides discussed a

range of issues of mutual interest in prepa-

ration for the forthcoming visit of the

Nepali Prime Minister, Balendra Shah, to

India, the Indian Embassy in Nepal said in

a social media post.

Nepal's Ministry of Foreign Affairs said the

talks covered the entire gamut of Nepal-

India relations, including high-level ex-

changes, connectivity, trade, development

cooperation.

Cuban FM denounces

US indictment of Raul Castro as 'farce'
Havana, Nov 5 : Cuban For-

eign Minister Bruno Rodriguez

condemned the US indictment

of former Cuban leader Raul

Castro, saying the move was in-

tended to reinforce a "fraudulent

narrative" to justify intensified

aggression against the Cuban

people.

Rodriguez said on X on Thurs-

day (local time) that the US ac-

cusation against Raul Castro

was "illegitimate and illegal,"

and the act was based on lies and

ignored documented historical

facts about the 1996 downing of two aircraft

operated by "Brothers to the Rescue," a Cu-

ban exile group in the United States. Havana

maintains that the aircraft were shot down in

Cuban airspace and that Cuba acted in le-

gitimate self-defence.

India, Australia explore

opportunities for greater collaboration
Canberra, Nov 5 : India and Austra-

lia on Thursday held discussions on

strengthening bilateral partnership and

explored opportunities for greater co-

operation. The discussions took place

as Indian High Commissioner Nagesh

Singh met Deputy Leader of the Op-

position in Australia's House of Rep-

resentatives and Shadow Minister for

Industry and Sovereign Capability,

Andrew Hastie.

"A valuable exchange on strengthen-

ing the India–Australia partnership and

exploring opportunities for greater co-

operation," the Indian High Commis-

sion in Australia posted on X.

On April 25, Nagesh Singh met former

Australian Prime Minister Scott

Morrison and discussed strong bilat-

eral ties. During the meeting, Morrison

recalled his warm and close friendship

with Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

"High Commissioner of India Nagesh

Singh met former Australian Prime

Minister Hon. Scott Morrison AC.

Recalling his warm and close friend-

ship with Prime Minister of India

Narendra Modi, they reflected on the

strong India–Australia partnership

and the enduring ties between the

two countries", the Indian mission

said on X.
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Trump says White House ballroom is missile-proof
Washington, Nov 5 : US President Donald Trump

has described his new White House ballroom as a

fortified venue designed to protect visiting world

leaders from drones, bullets and missiles, saying

construction was ahead of schedule and under bud-

get.  Standing at the building site on Wednesday as

workers prepared to raise the final steel beam, Trump

said the structure would be far more than a ceremo-

nial hall. "It's drone proof, it's missile proof, it's bul-

letproof," he said, describing a roof, walls and win-

dows that he claimed could withstand attacks.

Trump said the ballroom would be capable of host-

ing dinners for 2,000 to 2,500 guests while provid-

ing what he called extraordinary

security for the President and for-

eign leaders, including those from

China and Russia. "This is the saf-

est place in Washington," he said,

asserting that its reinforced roof

could even support helicopters.

The US President also described

extensive work below ground.

He said the project extended five

storeys beneath the building and

that the military had used the op-

portunity to incorporate facilities

it had wanted for decades.

"We did everything they

wanted," he said, without pro-

viding details of the under-

ground arrangements. Trump

added that the roof was being

designed as a drone port capable

of holding more than 100

drones. He called the building's

steel framework unusually

heavy and said the roof was not

merely intended to keep out the

rain. He said the ballroom's ceil-

ing would rise more than 50

feet, comparable to a five-storey

building. Outside, tall

Corinthian limestone columns

were being prepared, while the

interior would feature marble

flooring and extensive glass.

The existing White House re-

ception space, he said, was too

small for many large state

events. He recalled being un-

able to accommodate a request

involving hundreds of guests

during a visit by King Charles.

 Trump said a glass passage

would link the ballroom to the

existing White House spaces,

with the kitchen below the main

floor to preserve views and us-

able space. The event marked

the installation of the final

structural beam.

Defence deals with US risk

compromising Bangladesh’s sovereignty: Advocacy group
Ottawa, Nov 5 : A leading in-

ternational advocacy group has

expressed grave concern over

reports of the Bangladesh gov-

ernment signing two major de-

fence agreements with the

United States, warning that the

move could carry far-reaching

geopolitical and strategic con-

sequences.  The remarks came

after Bangladesh and the

United States had reached a

political-level understanding to

deepen defence cooperation,

with negotiations progressing

on two long-discussed agree-

ments -- the General Security

of Military Information Agree-

ment (GSOMIA) and the Ac-

quisition and Cross-Servicing

Agreement (ACSA), according

to local media reports.

Canada-based 'Global Centre

for Democratic Governance

(GCDG)' said that both the

agreements --- GSOMIA and ACSA --- risk

drawing Bangladesh into the military and

strategic orbit of a global power, weaken-

ing the country’s independent decision-

making capacity and compromising sover-

eign control over defence and security

matters. The GCDG said that finalising the

agreements without public consultation,

parliamentary scrutiny, or national consen-

sus would mark a “dangerous” shift from

Bangladesh’s foreign policy principle of

“friendship to all and malice toward none”.

Citing reports, the organisation said that

ACSA could expand logistical access for

foreign military operations, while

GSOMIA may deepen intelligence sharing

and military integration with external ac-

tors. “Bangladesh has historically pursued

a balanced and non-aligned foreign policy,

maintaining constructive relations with all

major global and regional powers. Enter-

ing into binding military arrangements un-

der foreign pressure risks increasing re-

gional tensions in South Asia and the Bay

of Bengal.
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‘If Hardik wants to stay at MI,

he should not be the captain’: Rayudu
New Delhi, Nov 5 : Former India batter

Ambati Rayudu believes Hardik Pandya

should relinquish the Mumbai Indians cap-

taincy, suggesting the all-rounder would ben-

efit from concentrating on his performances

rather than carrying leadership responsibili-

ties, amid speculation over his future at the

franchise ahead of the next IPL season.

Rayudu reflected on the difficulties Pandya

has experienced in his stint as MI captain,

suggesting that the environment around him

may have contributed to the challenges he

faced. He felt the all-rounder appeared to be

under pressure, which could have affected his

approach within the dressing room.

Brisbane Heat end 706-day

wait for WBBL win as Charli Knott's

hundred powers team home
Sydney, Nov 5 : Brisbane Heat ended

their long wait for a WBBL win after

Charli Knott's stellar hundred powered

the team home with a strong victory over

Adelaide Strikers at the Drummoyne

Oval here on Thursday.

Heat registered their first win in the

Women's Big Bash League after 706

days by defeating the Strikers by 14 runs.

They were winless in the last edition of

the tournament and also lost both of their

opening two matches this season before

a much-relieved win for the former two-

time champions. Heat's last win in the

WBBL came on 29th November 2024,

when they reached the WBBL 10 final.

Opener Knott played a knock of her life

as she scored 104 from 61 balls with 12

fours and four sixes to power her team

to 184/4. Grace Harris made 22 from 18

balls at the top, while Annie O'Neil's

unbeaten 13 from seven deliveries and

Orla Prendergast's 16 from six balls

helped the team finish well in the end.

For Strikers, Sophie Ecclestone kept

things tight with 1-18 in her four overs,

while the likes of Eleanor Larosa (1-48

from 4) and Tahlia McGrath (0-28 from

2) were meted out punishing treatments.

In reply, Adelaide Strikers were very

much in the chase, with opener Laura

Wolvaardt (75) and Madeline Penna

(68) keeping the team alive. The two

had put up a 77-run partnership from

47 balls for the third wicket. Penna

smashed Sianna Ginger for 27 runs in

the 14th over as the Strikers were alive

in the game, needing 56 from the final

six overs.

However, Sarah Glenn and Charli

Knott came in with tight overs before

Glenn removed Wolvaardt in the 17th

over, with Knott taking a brilliant

catch. Heat kept things tight in the next

few overs, and despite Penna scoring

a fifty and smashing 15 runs off the

final over, Strikers fell 14 runs short

in the end.

Munich, Nov 5 : Recently

crowned Ballon d’Or winner

Harry Kane has signed a contract

extension with Bayern Munich

that will see him stay with the

German giants until 2029, the

club announced on Thursday.

This came 10 days after he won

the Ballon d’Or by pipping

Harry Kane signs contract
extension with Bayern Munich until 2029

Lamine Yamal and Kylian Mbappe. "I feel right at

home at FC Bayern. I love the club, the fans and

the city of Munich," Kane said in a statement shared

by the German club.  "We have a fantastic team

and, in Vincent Kompany, a fantastic manager. It

makes me very proud to be part of this club. My

whole family is very happy here. I was keen to stay.

I’m now looking forward to the future, and I want

to win many more titles with this great club."

Brar credits change in length,
advice from Gill and pacers for three-wicket haul in Auckland
Auckland, Nov 5 : India

seamer Gurnoor Brar has cred-

ited a quick tactical rethink and

some advice from his captain

Shubman Gill and fellow pac-

ers Arshdeep Singh and Anshul

Kamboj after picking a three-

wicket haul in the first ODI

against New Zealand at Eden

Park.

Brar returned 3-44, as India’s

pace attack bundled out New

Zealand for 185 in 40.2 overs

to set up a five-wicket win by

the DLS method at the Eden

Park on Wednesday. “The atmo-

sphere here is very good for bowl-

ing. The wickets are quite good.

“We had practiced here for four

or five days earlier, so the wicket

was similar. I just backed my

length and my bowling style, and

these are the results,” Brar said in

a video posted on the BCCI’s so-

cial media accounts on Thursday.

The tall seamer had been hit for a

six in his very first over and he

said that prompted a change of

plan. “The game plan was that the

straight boundary here is a bit

short. The six I conceded off my

first over was on a slightly fullish

delivery. So my thought process

was to pull the length back and

make it hard to hit over square leg

or fine leg.

“I discussed this with Shubman,

Arshdeep and Anshul, who had

bowled on this wicket before, and

they suggested if we hit the hard

length, I would get better bounce

because of my height.”

India’s seamers found movement

and bounce from just short of a

good length throughout. Arshdeep

Singh took 4-70, and Anshul

Kamboj, named Player of the

Match, gave away only 22 runs

in his 10 overs while claiming two

wickets. Brar stated the collec-

tive effort of the four-pronged

pace attack made the day spe-

cial. “All four of us have got an

opportunity together. Obvi-

ously, Arsh has played a lot of

games. He is the most experi-

enced bowler in India in the

T20s. So, my plan was that if I

am here to bowl, I have to back

myself up and I have to win it

for this team. That com-

bined effort made it even

more fun. “Even Auqib

(Nabi) didn’t get a

wicket, but he bowled

brilliantly and Anshul

bowled brilliantly.  I

bowled a brilliant spell

as well and had wickets

too. So, it feels really

good if all  four fast

bowlers are playing for a

purpose, and we achieve

that. So, hopefully, we

will keep doing this.”

Valverde’s stoppage-time

thunderbolt keeps Real Madrid unbeaten

in Champions League
Athens, Nov 5 : Federico Valverde

came to Real Madrid’s rescue with a

spectacular stoppage-time strike as the

Spanish giants edged AEK Athens 3-2 in

a thrilling UEFA Champions League en-

counter on Wednesday, extending their

winning run to seven matches across all

competitions.  Real Madrid maintained

their perfect record in the league phase,

registering a fourth consecutive victory

after recovering from two deficits against

a spirited AEK side in Athens. The hosts

made an aggressive start and were re-

warded in the 12th minute when

Aboubakary Koita cut inside the Madrid

defence before beating Thibaut Courtois

with a powerful finish at the near post.

Madrid gradually settled into the contest

and found their equaliser through Jude

Bellingham. The England international

displayed excellent technique to turn a

low delivery from Marc Cucurella into a

delicate flicked finish that left goal-

keeper Alberto Brignoli with no chance.

Virat Kohli picks Champions
Trophy 2013 final knock as his 'top ODI innings'

New Delhi, Nov 5 : Indian icon Virat Kohli picked

the 43-run knock off 34 balls against England in the

Champions Trophy 2013 final as his "top ODI innings"

as the former India skipper celebrates his 38th birth-

day on Thursday.

Kohli, 38, remains the heartbeat of the cricket-loving

nation as he continues to dominate ODI cricket, the

only format he is currently playing for India.

The run-machine has played some jaw-dropping

knocks since his debut and is rightly known to be a

chase master and one of the best ODI batters the world

has ever seen.

His 183 against Pakistan in the 2012 Asia Cup, 133

against Sri Lanka in the 2012 Commonwealth Bank

Series with a prime Lasith Malinga, and a clutch 85

against Australia in the 2023 World Cup league stage

were among the options he was given.

In a video shared by Star Sports on Kohli's 38th birth-

day, the legendary batter picked the clutch 43-run

knock he scored in the Champi-

ons Trophy 2013 final that played

a key role in helping India win the

title over England.

The clutch knock came in the rain-

hit 20-over per side clash in over-

cast conditions at Edgbaston.

With wickets falling all around,

Kohli scored 43 from 34 balls

with a four and a six to power In-

dia to 129/7 in 20 overs, which

helped India win the title by five

runs later.

He came in to bat at 19/1 and had

a 41-run stand with Shikhar

Dhawan (31), before he saw the

Men in Blue reel at 66/5. He

stayed out in the middle and was

dismissed only in the 19th over,

as India put up 129/7 with help

from Ravindra Jadeja's 33 too.

In the video shared, Kohli first

picked the 35 he scored against

Sri Lanka in the 2011 World

Cup final over the 133* against

Sri Lanka in 2012. That stood

for quite some time before Kohli

chose 43 against England.

He also gave considerable

thought to the Champions Tro-

phy final knock and the 107

against Pakistan in the ODI

World Cup 2015 before choos-

ing the 43 against England as his

top knock.

Women’s ODI World Cup win turned us

into household names, says Smriti Mandhana
New Delhi, Nov 5 : India

captain Smriti Mandhana

said the biggest change

since the team’s 2025

Women’s World Cup tri-

umph on home soil has been

the respect women’s cricket

commands now, and the way

its players have become

household names in the

country.  “Not a lot of things

have changed in a way, but

the respect women’s cricket

has got in the last one year

after the World Cup, and to

see people really being in-

volved a lot more, I think

that’s something which has

been a really pleasing

change for me. To just see

everyone kind of becoming

a household name is a very

pleasing sight,” Smriti told

JioStar. Looking back on the

day of the final against South

Africa at the DY Patil Stadium

in Navi Mumbai, Smriti re-

membered the send-off the side

got from fans at their hotel,

even as the rain poured down.

“A very good sight was that,

even though it was raining,

there were around 1,000 people

outside our bus, outside the

hotel, actually seeing us off. It

was a very good sight for us,

and it gave us a lot of positiv-

ity. Even in the rain, people

were standing there, getting

wet, but trying to give us all

their best wishes.”

Opener Shafali Verma, who

became the Player of the Match

in the World Cup-winning final

for her knock of 87 and pick-

ing two scalps, spoke about her

partnership with Smriti at the

top of the order.


